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SffiVICE ON NOV EM:aER 29TH J 1961 

My Dea~ Sisters : 

c onf :-:'o n 'c eel. -;·Ji 'c >1 · s PC ·~ :1<J. .:.. l ·J ::.-::~1 n cecl. s .· s ev eral 
• 

p y:ovin:; es o r Viet Na 111 .. . , 9 go.n mi:!: i t ary trainin t:; f o r -':n m .. m 
l on e b e f o r e th e cap ital ~ 

,SJ ! 1.'ll! i l o thi s ;)•:!c a ' i ~ n 1..'.oes nJ 'c :!."' cp r esen t 
::tnfch in e; parti~::! ular2.-r n o:., , it i ~ n vvert h cl e ss a ~!· eat d::t:;r 
t o :-."' Vietnair•es e i'l J \11 e n _ F :J :r:' i t is t L e i'irst O·~c:a si on i n o u:"' 
;! i s ·co ::-J t ha t 111 i lit a:~ :-: t :~ ::dnin 6 is ·;-o b e q; ivt.;n t \·1omen on · 
a r. at i o n-tt l s c: a l e , 

I n t r~ e pream bl 8 o.: my :"eso l u t i vn "For rt St r ::m,cer 
N"' tl'On"'l '-'o ,.,-. ~ "'l S ~ ·l ""- ll "' ~ l'n ·~;~ ·· -.-: nr>.E..n+: ODen , r, ~·t n YJ 

'·" ' · "- ,L1 - ·_, C :} '· • • 1 IV -- '·" .._, , J - ~ . ! v 4 - \:.:: V IV -

aclcl.r c;sse:cl t o t he HO!TJCn o:i Vie t NtLm_. I s::~iu that "after 
. . . 1 1 t . . . . L. • ... 1 • t' CJ.al !l' ln[ anc oJ -alnln [; our. r l [,.! IJE' : .11 i'J C· n c\'1 c:_aln; ne 

''I Q '(1 .J 1 ' 'f' t O SL>'f'l\)8 0 1 ''1"' '" U' 1 1' ) ~- -,.,· . ,- ...., .,., 111 ~ l'm n "' nll.· l' -l- l'S no~-"' 1 - 1- ....., _ v_ v._ ...., ...... .1 ..., _ _ • .. • '#"- ., .......,; lJ - · ' - " . ~ \..! v \. f.. 

q u e s tion or prill.e L. "!:' p :r:in:; i p l o . t :u. t s"i m 1:! lJec ···.u se i·]e are 
fullJ aHare o f 'c he ne·J es s :Lt i e s o.f 'the p r e sent., 11 

I also sc, i ll 'c h::-.. t c1 u!" in g ~: hese >Jrit i'J al t i mes 
1·1h en tru e v::tlu os :<."cve,J.l ·chems~lv e .::;. i .; :i.s th e <..l.·Jt·.r -;:; f t he - ~ 

Vi etn.·:w~e se i·JOm an f' ;,_, r so ~. ont; a tip~ ._; .:; cnsill.ere<.1 as use l ass 
for t l-!e clefen~ G of t he •J O'...m t rt;:r , t :> .sh0\·1 ~ ompo s ure a ncl 
i .ncl0mi table cl et ermin at i on .. 

I l<YJO i·: t hat ::;o·J all a p pr ·- ve \·:hat I s a .:.cl on . t he 
beY,alf oi' th e Vi etnamese uc .nen; ·J.::lc-~ ause I lmo -;·; t hat t hr ou gh 
JOur o ·un personal a·~ p er ien~ e e :1:J h one o f :Jo u kn o i:1S t hat · 
uh e r eve:r" t her e is a \'JOn: on ·-::ap :.-~bl e o f re~istin t., t o t he enc! ! 
unsh a ken by an :;r p r essu2..,e o y. int imicl.::-.. 'ci on! t h ere ·:;a: b e no 
d e f eat.. f\.ncl 8 V en i'1 l!at mi e;ht a p pear c:. s c'l efeat _. ·is n t s J irj 
t he l one r un o f h i st ory ~ 

It is n o l e s s true iha t t he ~r eat hon our ~ f 
translatin g che so \N rcl.s int o a>J ci on·, n o l on e;er on t he 
inc1ivic1u,1l but on t h e na t i onal scal e , no l e n _; :;_ .... onl :_.r ·on 
t he moral but al so on tl1e l"'a~t i -::.':1. 1 l ev oi._. fall s first n 

' I you , students of t ho fi .' '3 t cl.-:-~ss ::J ·~' 'Jacl.res f o r t l! e i'1 i•.1en s 
para-military serv iJe~ 

Ll.v h .. - .. / 
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ADDRESS BY MADAME NGO DINH NHU AT THE
OPLNING CEREMONY OF THE FIRST COURSE FOR THE
TRAIN ING OF CADRES FOR WOMEN PARA-MILITARY

SERVICE ON NOVEMBER 29TH, 1961

My Dear Sisters :

confronted with special local needs, several
provinces of Vict Nam, began military training for women
long before the capital.

so, while this occasion does not represent
anything particularly now, it is nevertheless a great day
for Vietnamese women. For it is the first occasion in our
history that military training is to be given to women on
a national scale,

In the preamble 0.2 my resolution "For a Stronger
National Force," as well as in my recent open letter
addressed to the women of Viet Nam. I said that "after
claiming and obtaining our rights. if we now claim the
honour to serve our country, arms in hand, it is not a
question of pride or principle. but simply bec buse we are
fully aware of the necessities of the present."

I also said that during these critical times
when true values reveal themselves, is is the duty of the
Vietnamese woman for so long a time considered as useless
for the defence of the country, to show composure and
indomitable determination,

I know that you all approv what I said on the
behalf of the Vietnamese women, because I know that through
your own personal experience each one of you knows that
wherever there is a woman capable of resisting to the end,
unshaken by any pressure or intimidation, there ca: be no
defeat. And even what might appear as defeat. is not so in
the long run of history,

It is no less true that the great honour of

translating these words into action, no longer on the
individual but on the national scale, no longer only on
the moral but also on the practical level, falls first on
you, students of the first class or cadres for the women's
para-military service,
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/I.DDRESS BY IVl/\D/u'YlE NGO DINH NHU ,.. ,.. .. ( 2) 

The enthusiasr.1 i·zith .i·zhi·::h you have re s t; onl1cd. to 
the appeal of th e Natior. shOi·zs that you are fully au.1.:ro 
of this hon our. 

·' + 
+ + 

Bo.:!ause o r ics natural impetuosity.!' youth tenu s 
to ~-relC orn e l'JOV Cl t y , csp8':! j_aJ.l :J uhen it brin gs .c l! ::tl1Cn [ ·-:s 
am.1 l~j sl-r s.; as an c:;·;;c i t in ; at1v ent·ure for Hhtih the ii1terest· 
ue~rs orr tu~other uith the novelty_ 

Ir. O!'c1 cr no t t o fail, be on :~rour guar<.l that :fo u 
1..1 0 n ot see onl:y- novelt :·.' in this honour. Ke ep in mincl uhat 
1 t i:zi 11 cl em ::tn<-1 o f you :Ln t o:: hn ic :J.l ·:: on1:Pet en ·~ e, mo r:J.l 
st r en r;t h ancl p e~sev e:(eD~ e in orcl er t h:lt you ma:-.r he-~ orn e u0r thy 
·:: alh"'CS or the nCi'J H0P1Cn ' s arm:] .. Remember that . i·ihat ::rou ;·Till 
lC,':l.!'n j_s n o '\,'; on l J fo~· yo u:c c \'.: n bett erment an<.l satisf:J.·~tic ·-J ; 
but most in1port::mt o:L all, it is to te::1:::h o thers .:lll<-1 t h is 
requir es a :t."'.'J.r mor e '::ons·::ientious .training .. Do not EN8!..' 
ov erloo l-: t ht s. 

For t ho best ;::han·:: e o r su:: ·::c.3s, remember also 
tl1::tt fro m to lla~; on , h 1 ::.'ou r Oi·m ·:: l!oice you uill be fount1iP. g 
;,1, l{inll of feminine or(\er o r kni~hthoot1.!' ::md f or this :reason 
·J·ou ·::::;m no lon ger tolerate-- either in :;rourselves o:., in 
::rc.ur !'anks -- ::m:-.r of t hose usual .i'lomen 1 s faults uhi<::h it 
is not ne-5essar~:t for me t o · recite sin~e.: being HOmen you 
Imol·l them as uell as ue all <.l o,. 

1\lSO: be auar e th-'lt t':}e training prog!'a.P:me 'i-rl"l i~ h 
is t1e -si r:~r.e<.l. t o gi~Je yo u a sense of commantl,~ to te.J:::!h you 
[ !' ')Up man81JV8rs ::tnt1 · tr"JG t!::tn<.llin g o f ueapons, first a.i<.l .J.rJ \. _ 

ps;;r::f.,o lo gic:al i.·lar:La.~·e.: l.s a parti~ularly ration::~.l p :roc:r :w~n: c 
\·;:1i·~ h ·:! ·J ul<-1 bo::cJni e a mo c~ cl o f it s kint1 ' if you t:;i·.;o it :rou::." 
best efforts :m<.l ·:: oo po:ration. 

This p r o g:ram: uell untl. er sto.o<.1 .:lll<-1 u e ll a ppl i otl. _. 
~.:lll help :Jou t o effo::tively pr oin0 t e a feminine fo:r-::e u l"J L; l!_. 
even uithout being intec r.:ttetl' .into· ::tl?Y o r g:m ize<-1 cstal•li .s1! ­
ment: ~an bring en invaluable 0ontribution t a the Nati·Jn _" 

~ . .. ~ I 
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(2)ADDRESS BY MADAME NGO DINH NHU

The enthusiasm with which you have responded to

the appeal of the Nation shows that you are fully aware
of this honour.

+
+ +

Because of its natural impetuosity, youth tenus
to welcome novelty, especially when it brings challenges
and risks, as an exciting adventure for which the interest

wears off together with the novelty.

In order not to fail, be on your guard that you
do not see only novelty in this honour. Keep in mind what
it will demand of you in technical competence, moral
strength and perseverence in order that you may become Northy
cadres of the new women's army. Remember that what you will
learn is not only for your own betterment and satisfaction;
but most important of all, it is to teach others and this

requires a far more conscientious training. DO not ever
overlook this.

For the best chance of success, remember also
that from today on, by your own choice you will be founding
a kind of f'eminine order OI knighthood, and for this reason
you can no longer tolerate -- either in yourselves or in
your ranks any of those usual women's faults which it
is not necessary for me to recite since, being women you
know them as well as we all do.

Also, be aware that the training programme which
is designed to give you a sense of command, to teach you
group maneuvers and the handling of weapons, first aid and

psychological warfare, is a particularly rational programme
which could become a model OI its kind if you give it your
best efforts and cooperation.

This program, well understood and well applied.
can help you to effectively promote a feminine force which,
even without being integrated into any organized establish-
ment, can bring an invaluable contribution to the Nation,

dvh
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1\DDRESS. BY MJ\DI\!V1E NGO DINH NHU _ .. 1 (3) 

But it i.,.. a:!_ so i·JC:!_l f o !' JOU t o l.m ·::li;I -- anc1 it 
Ji ~t!' esses me t o hav e t o t ell yo u t b is -- that t he Com ­
muni ts ·::-t.nLl. tl"l ei~1 ~~ oho rc s a·r c a l!' e all y sce;{ in g t o C!" eat c 
Lliv isivn i"J i th in o nr r::m~_s l''::r tl':.r i.n g t o ::t!"o u se s tup ill anLl 
so r ditl. jealo-: ~sie ::; ov e r t h :) rw:ttt er o.f t he allouanJ es i iil i~ ' ­
t ~ ! e Guv C!'r!PJen t l'~ ::tLl Ll.c-::; i d cll t o g rant ::rcu en p et. _ssa ~ e c·::- t ~!e 
fi .. 1et.l ~~am .ination u l· em :::-·ou c omp l e te t :, i s ::! Ou ~s6 ::mL1 
gralluate a s caJ::oc s ~ R . membcr t hat ev en t houGh yo u ha v 2 
t l.G .!.1 eqt.1i.! c<.l Ll.e ; ::." oc ~ ui•i·~ ~-~ in ~-o u:!.1 oase .is the Br e~., e t~ :·i u. 
1-Jill be c ::m si Ll.e::oc Ll. a c- ~~aL1r e s only if :_,ro u pa ss t;!e .fi nal 
m::aminati'Jn o f t his ~~ o u rs c .. 

/\s callrc s , vou \"!ill be in ~ c rtain respc~t s t he 
fir s t uon1Gn o ffi ~~ .e~ s ; f a \ '1 n~an 1 s a::om:f 1 y o u i·1il"l tTain _. i n 

-~ ,.. ' ) 0 . ' . ' j J 1 - 1'\0 .r ou_ s 01 .LOU!" ca~:; n : --!- u omen \JVC!'J .r~o u!', W'! lC n co ca_ s ;;-::.. 
\"Jvm cm pe!" Llay 1 TJ.• u :: .: o n l J ,'J. f t cT h::winc; t o il c Ll ;"'o !" :.;ca!" s 
t o '-' 1:: t ~~.in · . ~o u ~ t.: O!V.:: !"n. l D<..l. 1J ·:;at ion Ll e ~r 00 _. t n E:;n f o !" lf"C n J~ ~'l ~: . 
~v- 0 01'. -;- .'~ .. l· n {- 'n ·::. n '"' .,.., ' - l. ·,_ .... l· r> ...., ~- ~ ·;" m ~-"' 'nn l. ,.., "l . · . .,.., 0 ··,"l. r> l. enr·• ·.- ·" S "' "l 

v,,.. '"' -- C \..,r '(; _ l.J -~ ~ ·\.I. V ~ V ~ 1 ... .., _ -'-'-..- .l- . . - - ~~ ... 1. l.U' 

offi,~ O :!'-ins'c'ru<:! "G O !". ::tn L1 :C'in::t ll·.; aft e :r:" an ~·C ha1.)Stin ;:;: l\.J.i":L:·r 
t :·:ain in t.::·": DY 0~'! !'.'1 P.Ht1C·. 'c l"l ::tt vou u~. ll rc~ eb1 e the all oilan~ c s . 

.... - - ~ 

,so_ C!"mit ~iO U t o p .1.J . :·IO U!" c :·m livin g ex p enses i"li th n o 0 th8r 
!" Cn11.m e ra t ion l-( inLl. ~ · 

It · i·dll -l. e :JJ :~TO U!" Oi:m effo yt s t 11.'J.t ·ui t h i n a 
little mo y e than a :-rca!" 360~000 uom e n i"Jill b e t::-ain cd t ._ 
sc::.-:ve t he ~~ oun t:r:-·· .; itl t ;·:e sam e u::u t0.1.t t h e milit i a an d 
~~ i'.T il g- .1 ::t!"Ll s <.1 o ;1o u_. o y at 1 east to Ll e :.enL1 t ;: er1 s e1·-i cs ::l 1L1 
t l!ei!" f::trnilics in ·::! .1. :3 e ot n e-~ essit:I .. Th e ·::! On t!" j_l"uti :)n 1· hicn 
th ese uo men uill ·1:::!"j.n :..: t o th e ·::! o un'ci-J ui:!..l~ ho ·uev e ::r:, J;e 
[ !"_,"ltuit ot~s " Int1 o:.xl~ tr}e 1·10 r..,en o f Viet 1Tam uill n.cv e:T see1: 

f'inan -')i:J.l !" CI1.1·un e!"at ion fo -~ t0e <..l. efense of t l,ernscl'.i CS , 0 ::.· 
,c~~! Gi !" f.1.n1ilies ~~n<..l o f t ;-~ c - ~::ttional te!"rito r J. Tr:e:.r . ~D!:J \1 t~.e 
lin:itations o f ouy= n::ttional bu L1 t:;et anLl t he:/ · i"1 0l:!.. unLl 0 :!" "t ::t.'1--~ -
·the rue- an in g o f th a bl Do \J. t .:..;~ i"lh i ·::! h :x.: h -~it i z (;(] :~; :J. s·c ) a:.: 

:C'o !" th e su!"vival ,J f t he n:"lti on 1 The:- 1·Iill n cv &Y s ell :c ;;-::i.:::­
p atriotism~ JOU m::.y be suy=~~ -

I uill no t at '::; h is oo int ven'c :.J::o e a n::' ·~ or,.oay= ic-··;J s1 

PO!" if a m::m in 'cl! C same po sitio n •::! Ounts o n finet.n 1:! i.J.l 
:rcm' .. m c ration. I i"leli e•Je it i s no t 1"'c-:::aus e he i s :1 ·: it i · 6. 
l1 ren0ing hi~ country that h e is cntitl e0 t c it, hut it i s 
be·~::ttJ sc he is t:•o fan~ il::r ,:~ ro viLl. C!' an <.l Lles e~;cs assistan ~ t: 
f:.r' 0\1.1 th e 1~ 011.1111unit:_.r_. ·u ;·:.CSC L1 u t :-r it is t ..J s ;·,ay c; s omel; i· t :•c 
·bu!"Ll en hc'bca:!"s ft 

I 
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(3)ADDRESS BY MADAME NGO DINH NHU

But it is also well for you to know and it
distresses me to have to tell you this -- that the Com-
munists and their cohorts are already seeking to create
division within our ranks by trying to arouse stupid and
sordid jenlousies over the matter OI the allowances which
the Government had decided to grant you on passage of the
final examination when you complete this coursé and
graduate as cadres, Remember that even though you have
the required degree, which in your case is the Brevet, you
will be considered as cadres only if you pass the final
examination of this course.

As cadres, you will be in certain respects the
first women officers of a woman's army. You will train, in
groups of four each, 40 women every hour, which totals 320
women per day. Thus, only after having toiled for years
to obtain your general education degree. then for months
to obtain the Certificate of Technical Proficiency as an

officer-instructor and finally after an exhausting daily
training programme, that you will receive the allowances
to permit you to pay your own living expenses with no other
remuneration kind.

It will -be by your own efforts that within a
little more than a year 360,000 women will be trained to
serve the country in the same May that the militia and
civil guards do now, or at least to defend themselves and
their families in case of necessity. The contribution which
these women will bring to the country will, however, be

gratuitous. Indeed, the women of Viet Nam will never seek
financial remuneration for the defense of themselves, 01
their families and of the national territory. They know the
limitations OF our national budget and they well understand
the meaning of the blood tax which cash citizen must pay
for the survival of the nation. They will never sell their

patriotism, you may be sure.

I will not at this point venture any comparisons.
For if a man in the same position counts on financial

remuneration, I believe it is not because he is a citizen

defending his country that he is entitled to it, but it is

because he is the family provider and deserves assistance

from the community, whose duty it is to share somehow the

burden he bears.

dvh
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1\DDRESS BY ifU\D/\ME NGO . DINH NHU ..... (l!-) 

HOU eve!', I . :~incl. it in acl m iss i ble to allou a 
<.l.e l~nquent i gno!"ance to 1:! 0n tinuo l on ger uhich cot.,l<.l.· 
P!"ejucl.ic e the P!"estic;e of th e i·lomen of ·viet Nam -- a 
P!' ej ucl ic e ~'Jh ic h uoulll. not on ly s eriously antagonize but. 

·deep l y d i sc o urage them in their .Patient efforts to demon­
st r::tt e r E::ason ancl. c omn:on s en se e::c h time they t::tl{e on a 
ne\'1 !" esponsibilit::r .. The!"ef.o re_, my cl.ear sisters, ua~nell 
or t he truth and of the importance of your position, do 

· not aJ.lo ~·: ·.rourselves to be <.l. isturbe<.l b-.r the <.l.iscor<.lant . 
n o iE es o f the stup icl. uho i·lill never unZ1 er stan<.l. an:I thing 
an<.l th e t.r:1itors from i·lhom you mn.J · expect ::m:_rthing. 

+ 
+ + 

Be satisfie<.l. to prepare yourselves b:J intensive 
.anc1 tho:!'ou_c h stu<.1y t o be i·JO!"thy o f the impo rt::mt '!'Ole uh ic h 
\·1ill ': o rne to you if' ::rou rncrit it. Do not <.leceive the g!"eat -
trust i·Jhi,:!h yo u·!" · s isters.! th e uomen of Viet N;]Il.1, Pl::lC e in · 
::rou . Th e:J have alr e a<.l.:f fix ecl. their eyes upon you. They 
a!"e f ollOi·Iin g yo u step by step, rea<.1y to help an<.l ·:!Ounting 

. on ·you t o :ll\'1-'l:JS fJO l<.l. hig(! the spiritual torch :;ro u have 
inhe;cite<.l. from the T".!"un g Sis.ters -- a torch i·Ihich h.J.s been 
kept burning from gen C!":lt ion to generation. 

To all of :_rou, from the depths of my·heart I 
\·Jish the most 1-,rillin.nt success • . 
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(4)ADDRESS BY MADAME NGO DINH NHU

However, I find it inadmissible to allow a

delinquent ignorance to continue longer which could
prejudice the prestige of the women of viet Nam -- a

prejudice which would not only seriously antagonize but
deeply discourage them in their patient efforts to demon-
strate reason and common sense each time they take on a
new responsibility. Therefore, my dear sisters, warned
of the truth and of the importance of your position, do
not allow yourselves to be disturbed by the discordant
noises of the stupid who will never understand anything
and the traitors from whom you may expect anything.

+
+ +

Be satisfied to prepare yourselves by intensive
and thorough study to be worthy of the important role which
will come to you if you merit it. Do not deceive the great
trust which your sisters, the women of Viet Nam, place in
you. They have already fixed their eyes upon you. They
are following you step by step, ready to help and counting
on you to always hold high the spiritual torch you have
inherited from the Trung Sisters -- a torch which has been

kept burning from generation to generation.

TO all of you, from the depths of my heart I
wish the most brilliant success.

dvh
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