
:MADAME NGO DINH NIIU DI SCUSS 'S l:.LECTION WI TH 
liit~!ffil RS OF WO fr:N' S ORGANIZA'i.' I ONS 

V. P . Aug ll ' 59 (eve) 
/~dame Ngn ..u_inh Nhu answered c i ticisms about t h.e... at ional ssembl ~ and 

discussed he rol e of momen in t he fort hcomi ng e lectioh of» the Nat ional 
AssembLy before a a rge ga~he ri ng of uembers fr omen ' s organizatLans i~cluding 
delegates f rom the Women °ivi l Servants ' Or ganizat ion and f rom varmous girls ' 
s ch oo ls at the ~ ity Ball this morning 

h e vi ewing" he most repea · ed , if not t e most pe r tinent criti c i sms regard i ng 
the 1 anu.g~ment and egnduct of the N ti o 1a.l Assembly whose · and_g,_te hf.la just · 
expired" 1'.ludam.e Ngo i n Nhu a sser ed : 

"All of the criticisms a r e , in general , ba s "d on a f-ui.s-e conception o£ the 
constitutional role of the Legis lati ve Power . The critic s seem t o believe tha t 
the funct ion of the Legislut i ve iln .nch is t o thro :r ro-adb oc-ks in the way- o the 
Fxecutive Br unc h . 

They appear to forget ~hat t e powe r to co nt rol carries 1 · th i t not only the 
ri:tght t o cri t icize , hut a ls o the obl i ga ion to uid and abet t e rea sonable a nd 
construe·(;± ve l!leasures t aken by t , e .;xecu i ve Br . c h ," she c n t inued adding 
"' his is siuupl e common s ense . " 

Referr i ng t o nthose cri vic s who relish the subjec t of the salari es of t e 
Deputies ns if · it were a sc und .lous subject ," Madnme go .lJinh Nhu s aid tha t 
" these salaries were esta blished to assure adecent life to the representatives 
and to preserve thei r in· egrity befo r e po ssible tempt at ion . " 

s fo r he " chronic cri t i c on a bil,bitua l t a rget ," that is, uthose who d o not 
often p resent wordy c allenges to t he ir colleagues on t e fl oor of t he As sembly, " 
~~adu.me Ngo i n Nh suggested "perhaps the cr i t ics fo r get that t he assembl y is 
not a t hroe-ring circus whe r e each perfo r mer has a we l l-def ined act and a spot -· 
light under which he mus shine . " 

She con inued : '' fh ey would be wise t o conside r t e Assembly as a unit ed and 
unani ous co r p s a nd ·o judge on t e as is of the- acc ompl ishments of t.he who le body . " 

tl:ole of Voruen 

l adane Ngo Dinh Nhu a~so de vo ted ~1me to d iscussing the r ole of women i n the 
pr esent devel o ment of t he country and especial l y in rcgn,r d to the £o r t hcoming 
elect ion . 

"I r ecogni ze , as d o you a ll I am sure , t hat t e fi r s t duty , the firwt preoccu~ 
pation , t he f irst concer n mf woman must be her hol!le 11 she asserted , then n,dd ed : 

11Let us then be realistic enough to recognize once and fo r all t his grea t 
trut : the place of woman is , before all else , i n he r home; But t o c onfine 
herself t he r e , seei ng and doing nothi ng else in the outside wo r ld , is surely to 
ri sk ~o sing a ll which s he cheri shes most . We 1 ust not forget t hat e hone is 
l i k e one ' s count r y , one ' s strongho l d . -'-he wish to d ef end i t carri es with i t , 
qbove a ll , the obliga t i on to vi gil anc e . 

"Let us begin by fully c omp r ehending tha t the ballot , which we now ha ve the 
ri g. t to ca st i s not a scrap of p aper wi Lout a sou l , 11 s h e emphasized , adding: 
"It is espec i a l l y with i t , and than rs to it , t hat we a re able t o show what we 
are , o gain respect and even fe a r . " 

Madame Ngo Dinh Nhu concluded he r address by ad voc at i ng that Vi etnamese women 
use t hei r vot e:twisely . She then invited he r audi ence to ask questions . 

Sever al people voic ed their approva l of Madame 1 go .iJinh Nhu ' s addr ess and 
Mr s . Nguyen Van La submi tted a motion i nvi t i ng Vi etnamese women to take par t i n 
the election of he second Nat ional Assembly . ~he reso lution wa s unani mously 
endors ed . 

MADAME NGO DINH NHU DISCUSSES ELECTION WITH
MEMBERS OF WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS

V.P. Aug 11 '59 (eve)
Madame Ngo inh Nhu answered criticisms about the National Assembly and

discussed the role of women in the forthcoming election oft the National
Assembly before a large gathering of members of women's organizations including
delegates from the Women vivil Servants' Organization and from various girls'
schools at the City Hall this morning!

Reviewing "the most repeated, if not the most pertinent criticisms regarding
the management and conduct of the National Assembly whose mandate has just
expired" "adane Ngo inh Nhu asserted :

"All of the criticisms are, in general, bas3d on a false conception of the
constitutional role of the Legislative Power. The critics seem to believe that
the function of the Legislative Branch is to throw roadblocks in the way of the
Executive Branch.

They appear to forget that the power to control carries with not only the
right to criticize, but also the obligation to aid and abet the reasonable and
constructive measures taken by the Executive Branch, she C ntinued adding
"This is simple common sense."

Referring to "those crities who relish the subject of the salaries of the
Deputies as if it were a scandalous subject, 11 Madame Ngo Pinh Nhu said that
'these salaries were established to assure adecent life to the representatives
and to preserve their integrity before possible temptation."

As for the "chronic critic on a hibitual target," that is, "those who do not
often present wordy challenges to their colleagues on the floor of the Assembly,
Madame Ngo Dinh Nh suggested "perhaps the critics forget that the assembly is
not a three-ring circus where each performer has a well-defined act and a spot-
light under which he must shine.

She continued : "They would be wise to consider the Assembly as a united and
unanimous corps and to judge on the basis of the accomplishments of the whole body.'

Role of Women

Madame Ngo Dinh Nhu also devoted time to discussing the role of women in the
present development of the country and especially in regard to the forthcoming
election.

"I recognize, as do you all I am sure, that the first duty, the first preoccu-
pation, the first concern of woman must be her home" she asserted, then added:

"Let us then be realistic enough to recognize once and for all this great
truth: the place of woman is, before all else, in her home; but to confine
herself there, seeing and doing nothing else in the outside world, is surely to
risk losing all which she cherishes most. We must not forget that the home is
like one's country, one's stronghold. the wish to defend it carries with it,
above all, the obligation to vigilance.

"Let us begin by fully comprehending that the ballot, which we now have the
right to cast is not a scrap of paper without a soul," she emphasized, adding:
"It is especially with it, and thanks to it, that we are able to show what we

are, to gain respect and even fear."
Madame Ngo Dinh Nhu concluded her address by advocating that Vietnamese women

use their vote wisely. She then invited her audience to ask questions.
Several people voiced their approval of Madame 'go inh Nhu's address and

Mrs. Nguyen Van La submitted a motion inviting Vietnamese women to take part in
election of the second National Assembly. The resolution was unanimouslythe

endorsed.


