
With me is Dr. Wesley Fishel, professor of political science 
\ 

here at Michigan State University , fC?rmer d:trector of the 

Michigan State University mission to South Vietnam, and former 

a dviser -to the United States State Department, a very r ecent 

visitor to south Vietnam, in fadt, Dr. Fishel you were there 

when the latest Buddhist uprisings began, were you not? 

Well, I left at the time when they began. I was there 

just before they began and during the events that led up to them. 

What were the events that led up to it? How did this be~in? 

Roughly, early in Ma rch the leadership in Saigon, mamely the 
~. ~kJ..v . ' 

government headed b;y General M:ti;L Cl1~ay and General lJWj. AJr· ·II~~ 
(D" l9)decided thatthe time had come for th -m to c . ip the wings 

of GenerBl ~ugyen Cha~T~)the commander of I corp&~r the first 

) 
~and 

cor~ as it is perhaps more correctly known , in ADa Namg, _ the 

central Vietnamese provinces . And at that point they called 
' 

General ~ down to a meeting ofthe Military Revolutionary 

Council in Saigon <?nd proceeded to divest him of control offhe 

first corP7, and suggest~o hi~ that his he~lth deserved a vacation 

a broad. The event s that followed, I t n iuk, are quite well known 

to all of us. In essence, what ha ppened was that General ~ 

r e turned to central Vietnam~ to quiet his followers, who quite 

naturally, and I might . ada~ probably automatic~lly on rece¥t .of 

this news of his having be en deposed, rose in rightous wratht 

and began pa r ading througl). the streets of ,Quay and Da Namg 

showing their ·support for him and their contempt for the government of 

Generals ~ an~ in Saigon. Then ultimately there were other 

groups that joined this manifestation of support _ for ~ee, which 
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turned into su pport for the Buddhist movement, which of course 

was allied with General Tee and has led to the events of the last 
c- -

few days. 

And it has know ~KKKX~ become actually a movement of the 

Buddhists more than th& ~~ supporters, hasn't it? 

Well, It's hard to know where one begins and the other leaves 

off. 

Who is leading the movement? 

The movement at the moment is being led on 

by two principal -~~-> or m~nks, the venerable 
~. ~ f)-

venerable ~~*- the Vietnamese word is Teak 

the Buddhist side 

T~ c~w.. and the 

which we translate 

as venerable, it really I suppose more acurately would be reverend 

or most reverend ,..'l*em Cltow 6\nd Teal< Cham. ~&.lo\9b~ is probably 
- -----· 

the more intelligent of the two. His following is largely in 
perhaps 

Saigon and the Srnlth. Teak Chou is r~8~ebl ~~ the craftier 
beyond 

in fact W4:bhettt a doubt 10£ not just perha-ps, he's beyond a 

doubt the craftier of the two, the more Machiavelian type and 
' in 

his following is largely ~zom the centra l Veitnamese provinces 

snd his headquarters from time to t~me in Ruay and D~ ~~Dg. 

They had an ~ctivist leader,~ •ay lea~ named H~~~~ who 

seems to be the field organize::- for the movement that these two 

monks head, or the movements that they head. Strictly speaKing 

their isn't a single Buddhist movement their are several fractions 

of which these two are the leading one s and I t h inl it's an 
,... 

err~r for us to speak of the Buddhists as if they were a single 

movement. 

· what about their intentions, a r e they unified in that? 

All we've heard thus far is that they want elections to form 

a national government. 
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I think what the Buddhists went, or what the Buddhist leaders 

wan~ is a Buddhist state 9 Not necessarily a theocracy with let's 

say a Vietn8mese Bishop Maceries type at the head, but a state in 

which the Buddhists would C8ll the ~~~ffi~, they would wet the policies, 
i 

they would determine who wouJ.d be thE\titular leaders of the state 

and generally they would swing their weight around and run things 

or have t~ings run as they want them ran. At the same ti~e, I 

don't think that +eek Cbe§ Quam, the Venerable C~h=e=-~·unm or 

Tick Tom Show is eager to hold the position of res ponsibility ---..-- to 
for which he could be called ~ account ~t some future date. 

They would rather stap behind the scenes and manipulate at which 

I might add they seem to be quite expert .. 

You have observed the Vietnamese politics over a period of 

some time now, How do y~u evaluate the capabilities of this 

movement? Can it succeed? 

This depends on so manp factors that I'd be reluctant to 

predict today anymore than I am willing to predict · at any other 
from 

time you know. There are for ex&mple, the Catholtcs ell wtlom 

we have yet to hear, there have been rumblings from them for 

the past few d a ys but they have been ~ery cagely sitting on the 

side1ines, organizlng , their forces, and preparing to take what-

ever measures are necessary if the Buddhists seem to be getting 

~-vhat they want. The Catholics are as we all know a minority in 

South Vietnam, but they are an active, well organized, and agressive 

rnonoritp. They can do a lot of damage to the Buddhists if they 

set out Co do so, and the Buddhists are aware of this. They can 

create all kinds of havoc if they wish. They can call t eir 

men out into the streets~ just as the Buddhists can and perhaps 
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with eve n more devastAting effect because by and larg e I think the 

Ca tholics are much bett e r organized and better disciplined than 

the Bu d dhists are. There is also the Communist wh ich is yet to 

be heard from openly . As yo~'ve p robably noticed, the Communists 

h a ve been very dareful to let the Buddhi s ts, milit?.ry, ahd they 

hop e I am sure the Catholics, work this thing out to the s a tisfactiom 

of the Communists. They are quite sure tha t whoever wins i t w 
likely to redown ultimately · to communist advantag e. Well I nust 

say I don't agree with this judgment. I don't think it nee d work 

ou t this way a lthou gh certainl y the re is a distinct p ossibility 

t ha t the Communist j udgmen t ma y be right. In addition, we ha vent 

hea rd fr om the students in the s ense of the student organizations, 

even though there ha ve been high school students i n the streets 

and t h e r e will be other student g roup s to be heard fro m in the 
ha ve 

nea r future. We ha vent hea rd fr om the unions which h a d b een 

remarkably quiet in thtt r e cent ~eriod, a s if their lea dership 

were trying to d ecide which way to jump in the re-ba lanctng of 

forces that's go!ng .to kake pl?.de. We ha ven't heard from the 

civil servant s, we havent heard from the military in genera l, 

we've heard only from a few generals in the hierarchy, and I 

think that as of the present time one c a n generalize only by 

saying that the positi on of general Key has be Pn measurably 

weakened, and that if there is likely to be a sca pe goat in the 

I 
present affair, General Key would seem to be odds on favored for 

that r a ther dubious honor. 

Who a re t e potential lea ders tha t T i ght come from this 

move ment? I'm s p e ak ing of the Buddhist mov ement, the uprising 

here, if the Key gove~nment is overthrown, who is likely to 
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movement? I'm speaking of the Buddhist movement, the uprising

here, if the Key government is overthrown, who is likely to



I d0n't t ink there is likely t0 be a civilian government 
replacing the Key government 
if that is what you are suggesting, of course the Buddhtsts 

have insisted that what they want is early elections, an e grlp 

constitution and a return to civilian rule. I think this is 

an almost universal desire on the pa rt of Vietnamese, Buddhist 

Catholic, or whatever, but it is unlikely to occur in the very 

near future if for no other reason than that the military 

~till dispose of the bulk of police nower force in South 

veitnam, and t~ they are not likely to r elinquish it under 

terms which are going to be uns~tisfactory to them and the 
) 

terms proposed by the Buddhists certainly are exactly that .• 

If the Buddhists were to have their way, If they were to be 
) 

g iv en what they've asked for in thelast cou nle of weeks, 
a 

they would .have state which would ~e directed by, run by 

for the sake of the B~ddhist population in South Vietnam. And 

even though this is the largest single organized segment of thP 

po~ulation, it is not really a majority, and it certainl . doesbt 

sneBk for all s egments of the' pO -oulation, nd they ha ve offered 
I 

not the slightest concessi0n to any other group in the population. 

I could add I suppose that in addition tb the Buddh ists and the 

Catholics and the vgrlous functiona l groups that I mentioned 

such as the ,students, and uthe unions, and the cifil servants 

there are other religiqus groups in Vietnam. The Wha How and 

the Cow Die which are groups of roughly a million p eople eadh 

in South Vietnam, for whom the Buddhists cannot claim to s peak and 

who have the ir own grievances to be acco ··nted for or to by the 

military leadership. and we have yet to hear from the~. 

Thank you very much. 
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here at Michigan State University, former director of the 

Michigan State University mission to South Vietnam, and former 

adviser to the United States State Department, a very r ecent 

visitor to south Vietnam, in fadt, Dr. Fishel you were there 

when the late•t Buddhist uprisings began, were you not? 

·Well, I left at the time when they began . I was there 

just before they began and during the events that led up to them. 

What were the events that led up to it? How did this be~in? 

Roughly, early in Ma rch the leadership in Saigon, mamely the 

government headed by General Minh Chow Key and General Minh 

Tou 'fo decided thatthe time had come for th('m to c 1 ip the wings 

of Gener81 Nugyen Cha ing Tee the commander of I corp or the first 
"Quay '"'nd 

corp as it is perhaps more correctly known, in Da Namg, the 

central Vietnamese provinces. And at that point they called 

General Tee down to a meeting ofthe Mil itary Revolutionary 

Council in Saigon and proceeded to divest him of control ofthe 

first corp, and suggest to hi• that his health deserved a vacation 

abroad. The event s that followed, I thi#k, are quite well known 

to all of us. In essence, what happened was that General Tee 

r eturned to central Vietnam, to quiet his followers, who .quite 

naturally, and I might a44, probably automat1c8lly on receit of 

this news of his having been deposed, rose in rightous wrath, 

and began pa r ading throug~ the streets of Quay and Da .aug 

showing their support for him and their contempp for the government of 

Generals Key · and Too in Saigon. Then ultimately there were other 

groups that joined this manifestation of support for Tee, which 
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( 

' 

turned into su port for the Buddhist movement, which of course 

was Rllied with GenerBl Tee ~nd has led to the ev~nts of the last 

few days. 

And it has know K~KKKXXJ become 8ctually a movement of the 

Buddhists more than the Tee supporters, hasn't it? 

Well, It's hard to know where one begins and the other leaves 

off. 

Who is leading the movement? 

The movement at the moment is being led on the Buddhist side 

by two principal ------ or monks, the venerable Tom Chow and the 

venerable Teak Cham, the vietnamese word is Teak which we translate 

as venerable, it really I suppose more acurately would be reverend 

or most reverend Tom Chow ~ nd Te8k Cham. Tom Chow 1s probably 

the more intelligent of the two. His following is l a rgely in 
perhaps 

Saigon and the South. Te?k Cham is probabley the craftier 
beyond 

in fact without a doubt KM not just perhaps, he's beyond a 

doubt the cr ftier of the two, the more Machiavelien type and 
in 

his following is largely from the centrRl Veitnamese provinces 

and his headquArters from time to ttme in Quay Bnd Da NaBg. 

They had an activist leAder, a lay leader, named Ho Jo··ng, who 

seems to be the field orgAnizer for the movement that these two 

monks head , or the movements that they head. Strictly spea~ing 

their isn't R single · Buddhist movement their are several fractions 

of which these t wo a re the le9rling on~s and I th in~ 1t 1 s an 

error for us to speak of the Buddhists as if they wr re a single 

movement. 

What about their intentions, a r e they unified in that? 

All we've heard thus far is that they want elections to form 

a national government. 
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. I think whet the Buddhists went, or what the Buddhist leaders 

went, is e Buddhist state, Not necessarlly e thed'cracy with let 1 s 

say a Vietnamese Bishop Macaries type at the head, but a state in 

hi h h g ddh d tunes d h w c t e uu ists woul c , ll the temms, they woul •et t e policies, 

·they would determine who would be thetitular leeders of the state 

and gener!lly they would swing their weiqht around 2nd run things 

or have t!lings run as they want them rsn. At the same time, I 

don't think thDt Teak Chee Quem, the Vener8ble Chee ~u0m or 

Tick Tom Show is eager to hold the position of resuonsibll1ty 
to 

for which he c · uld be c::-lled for ace unt at some future da te . 

They wold rather stap behind the scenes ' and mBnipulate at which 

I might add they seem to be !u1te expert. 

You have observed the Vietnamese politics over a period of 

some time now, How do y .u evalua te the capabilities of th is . 

movement? Can it succeed? 

This depends on so men~ factors that I 1n be relucta nt to 

predict today anymore than I a willing to predict a t any bbher 
from 

time you know. There are for ex mple, the Ca tholics of wh~m 

~e have yet to hear, there h8ve been rumblings from them for 

the pa st few days but they ha v been very cagely sitting on the 

sidelines, organi~ing their forces, a11d preparing to t 8ke· what­

ever measures al'e necessa ry if the Buddhists seem to b e getting 

what they want. The Catholics are as we all ~ow a min · rity in 

South Vietnam, but they are an active, well or ~~nized, and agress1ve 

monoritJ. They ca n do a lot of damage to the Buddhists if they 

set out Go do so, and the Buddhists are aware of this. They c~n 

create all kinds of havoc if they wish. Th~y can call t heir 

men out into the streets, just as the Bundh1sts can and perhaps 
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men out into the streets, just as the Buddhists can and perhaps



with even more devast~ting effect because by and larg e I think the 

Catholics a re mu ch be tt .r organized a nd better disciplined than 
I 1 
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h eve been very careful to let the Buddhists, military, ahd they 

hope I sm sure the Catholtcs, work this thing out t:) the satisfactioa 

of the CommuliGts. They are quite sure that whoever wi ns t t is 

' 
likely to~down_ultimately to communist advantage. Well I r ust 

say I don't ~gree with this judgment. I don't think it need work 

out this way a lthough certainly thPre is a distinct possibility 
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be heard from openly. As you've probably noticed, the Communists

have been very dareful to let the Buddhists, military, and they

hope I am sure the Catholics, work this thing out to the satisfaction

of the Communists. They are quite sure that whoever wins it is

likely to redown ultimately to communist advantage. Well I must

say I don't agree with this judgment. I don't think it need work

out this way although certainly there is a distinct possibility

that the Communist judgment may be right. In addition, we havent

heard from the students in the sense of the student organizations,

even though there have been high school students in the streets

and there will be other student groups to be heard from in the
have

near future. We ha ven't heard from the unions which had been

remarkably quiet in the$ recent period, as if their leadership

were trying to decide which way to jump in the re-balancing of

forces that's going to take place. We haven't heard from the

civil servants, we haven't heard from the military in general,

we've heard only from a few generals in the hierarchy, and I

think that as of the present time one can generalize only by

saying that the position of general Koy has been measurably

weakened, and that if there is likely to be a scapegoat in the

present affair, General Key would seem to be odds on favored for

that rather dubious honor.

Who are the potential leaders that might come from this

movement? I'm speaking of the Buddhist movement, the uprising

here, if the Key government is overthrown, who is likely to



I don 't t ink there is likely t be a civiliRn government 
replacing the Key government 
if that is what you are sugf:esting, of course the Buddhists 

hAve insisted t ha t what they want is early elections, an e"rlp 

constitution end A return to civiliqn rule. I think this is 

an a lmost universal desire on the pe rt of Vie tnamese, Buddhist1 

Catholic, or t.;hatever, but it is unl~_t.:Aly tn ')Ccur· ln the very 

near future if for no other rea son than that the rntlitary · 

still dispose of the bulk of police newer force in South 

Yeitnam, 2nd tKKXM they a re not likely to r Plinquish it under 

terms which are going to be unsatisfactory to them and the 

terms proposed by the Buddhists certainly are exactly that. 

If the Buddhists were to have their way, If they were to be 

given what they've asked for in th~ast couple of weeks, 
a 

they would have state which would ~e directed by, run by 

for the sake o~the Buddhist po~ulation in South Vietnam. And 

even though this is thP la·rgest single organized segment of th'"' 

por·.ulation, it is not really a majority, and it certainl y oopsflt 

speak for all segments of the u nulati'1n, Fmd they have offered 

not the slightest concessi0n to a y other group in the population. 

I could add I suppose that in addition tb the uddhists and the 

Cat t olics and the various functi onFJl groups that I mentioned 

such as the students , and athe unions , and the cifil servants 

there are other religious groups -in Vietnam . The ~~a How and 

the ~which are groups of roughly 9 million people eadh 

in South Vietnam, for whom the Buddhists c~nnot cla im to spea~and 

who have thr ir own grievances to be ecco ·nted for or to by the 

mil1 tary leadership./ and we have yet to hear from thedl. 

Thank you very much . 

I don't t ink there is likely to be a civilian government
replacing the Key government
if that is what you are suggesting, of course the Buddhists

have insisted that what they want is early elections, an early

constitution and a return to civilian rule. I think this is

an almost universal desire on the part of Vietnamese, Buddhist,

Catholic, or whatever, but it is unlikely to occur in the very

near future if for no other reason than that the military

still dispose of the bulk of police power force in South

Veitnam, and tKXXX they are not likely to relinquish it under

terms which are going to be unsatisfactory to them and the

terms proposed by the Buddhists certainly are exactly that.

If the Buddhists were to have their way, If they were to be

given what they've asked for in thelast couple of weeks,
a

they would have state which would be directed by, run by

for the sake of, the Buddhist population in South Vietnam. And

even though this is the largest single organized segment of th

population, it is not really a majority, and it certainly doesht

speak for all segments of the population, and they have offered

not the slightest concession to any other group in the population.

I could add I suppose that in addition th the Buddhists and the

Catholics and the various functional groups that I mentioned

such as the students, and athe unions, and the civil servants

there are other religious groups in Vietnam. The Wha How and

the Cow Die which are groups of roughly a million people each

in South Vietnam, for whom the Buddhists cannot claim to speak'and

who have their own grievences to be acco nted for or to by the

military leadership, and we have yet to hear from them.

Thank you very much.
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