
J\ Pr:>pos e: l th1:: t U.S. P""~litical }?a rties 
Es t c: blish Liaisan wit h Vietn.smes and 
Other .As ian Politic e. 1-:Le:gisJ.a ti\'e m u ies 

It is widely recagnh .. ed thbt Viet :i.'·Iam's internbl oolitic<:!! situr:; ti~n is the 
prima ry f&ct~r j_n resolving the "Viet Fam dil crrma 1

'; .snd tar:.t, to date, the 
u.s. hao not found &dequate means to assist in this critic&! area • 

. ~s one !n[;jor step to fill this &Bp, it is pr0po sed tbat the Dem::lcre:,tic andRe­
Publican porties assign ccrefully sele ct ed int e rn.e: ti nnel reoresentcti ves as 
liaison Hith Viet 1-:'"'mese ~nd other Asian c~untry politicul parties r:.nd lcgis­
le.ti ve bodies. 

~1e P':lli tic al P1·ob!Ems--the lie eds .. ___ --~-· ---- ----
Inter- reh.1 ted p~ li tical pr:)blems c:nd needs in Viet r-;6n! inc lu c1e: 

fu ilding 3 p'""li tical f0unde ti""~n f""'!r tl1e gn~1ernment th:r"'U f,_~.lt im. 
pr')vins t h e Cbve:r·nment's P"'litict~ l rel~ ti""~n sllip vith t'he pe::1ple; 
and th:r:"ush h el pin r; ~·teld the numer.:>us and diverse p~li tical 

]1. ... ,._~ t• cP·· n~.~er ycl r 1 es. 

Impr::ni n g the fu..nctir"lning of the p0 li tical parti €S <md the Nn­
ttonb l Assembly. 

l)3siv~in e; econ0mic r: nd s0ciel devel...,p ment pr~g:rams to help de­
velop instituti ons with br~cHl public rep re :scnta ti'"'~n and s uppo rt. 

•,_ 
llivel0 ~) ing str:;ng p~li t icrj l ties v1 Hh othe r J;s ibn p a .rt io s c.nd -
legisJ.cd;i ve b:) di Es , including r:t Jii ~l the .As i .::.:..n Pa rli ~mu!. t c:. ry l)n1~n • 

.. 

In sur ing mere rnpid, ana p0li ti ca lly occur0 te, c~nm,u.n ic[:ti~ns 
betvmen the Viet Na r,lE.'se ~nd U.s. p~.li t i en 1 lel.1ds rship. 

;\ Pr~cosa l: --------- u. s. Fa r tv Li o j_ G-,ns 
-~ ... ----~ ... ~-

T:1e U~ S . Jflnbr.ssy , ."I D, er.d other egeT'. c·tcs are advisin g on certoin 6spects of 
the p':irii tict=-:1 p :c·.) blc..m. It is wt<Jely rec-, gni zed, h""~ v; ever, t ha t there is· 

8 la r ;;e rolct ively untouche d ~:Jrce in P"liti ca l d ev e l""~pment. It is pr."p':l~Ed 
t;w.t the Derrocr-a tic and fu publican p~r ·:; i es G9P(.ti!1 t ur ie ill.d lia ic. -:')n s"to spend 
m~st ~ t~lcir time in Viet N1:1 n1 ond othe r countrie s in S'.)utheast .~.~da; but 
'./ :1.·., l'tmld c~!l':;T~ute freouen tly to ~·.3shL11 st~n. Tn. ese liai sl')ns vruld: 

He lp Vj_ etn c-mese leade:rshi p crystc J~i ze the d e terminlng fact'.) re in , 
the c01.mtry ' s internal poli ttca 1 si tue ti ~n; ondpr:1vide a !'hot ltne, 
so tl') s9cak, ~'"l f ucili t~ te C""nJnun.lc Hti '::lns and nderste:_, ding ~et'.'l-een · 
Vi ~,t :::mn <:J nd t~e U:1ited States.. 

strengthining THE POLITICAL BASE IN VIET NAM

A Proposal that U.S. Political Parties
Establish Lisison with Vietnames and
Other Asian Political-Legislative Indies

It is widely recognized that Viet Nam's internal political situation is the
primary factor in resolving the "Viet Nam dilemen; and that, to date, the
U.S. has not found &dequate means to assist in this critical area.

As one major step to fill this gap, it is proposed that the Democratic and Re-

publican parties assign carefully selected international representatives as
liaison with Viet Nomese and other Asian country political parties and legis-
letive bodies.

The Political Problems-- the Needs

Inter-related political problems and needs in Viet Nam include:

Building & political foundation for the government through im-

proving the Government's political relationship vi th the people;
and through helping weld the numerous and diverse political
splinter parties.

Improving the functioning of the political parties and the Na-

tional Assembly.

Designing economic and social development programs to help de-

velop institutions with broad public representation and support.

Developing strong political ties with other Asian parties and

legislative bodies, including with the Asian Parliamentary Union.

Insuring more rapid, and politically accurate, communications

between the Viet Namese and U.S. political leadership.

A Proposal: U.S. Party Lisisons

The U.S. Embassy, AID, end other agencies are advising on certain aspects of

the priitical problem. It is widely recognized, however, that there is

a large relatively untouched area in political development. It is proposed

that the Democratic and Republican parties appoint "field liaisons" to spend

most of their time in Viet Nam and other countries in Southeast Asia; but

who would commute frequently to Washington. These lisisons would:

Help Vietnamese leadership crystallize the determining factors in

the country's internal political situation; andprovide a "hot line,"

so to speak, to facilitate communications and understanding between

Viet Nam and the United States.

1dth the attractions that such channels to U.S. political leadership
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sll')uld h'Jld f-:-tr the Vi E'tn r,mese, it sh'J ulc be P::'ls s i ble f n r t h e U.s. 
pe: rty r ep rescntetives t o devel'l p e close relc.. t i""n sh io with various 
Vi etnamGse p~li tic ~:; l f e ct i'ln s. Thr'"lugh these e ssa ci~ ti '"'!:s , it sh,.,uld 
be 9""Ssi ble f o r the U • .3 . pe:rty represent t:tives to hcve a n :iJEp ::- rt an t 
ca talytic inf luence among the "splinter gr"'ups n; and t o offer pra­
fessi,.,ncl c-:-tunsel 0n tecrill ica l pa rty vnd le8 islEtive questi'lns such 
a s t hos e cited by a gr~up ~f Vi etn c:mese politica l leQ ders wh-, re­
cently vi s ited the United Stetes. The::: e questions r anged from fu.'t'ld­
r a i siJ!l-g to tec:hnic ol quest i"'ns in i m.pl EmE..t'l ting the ne w Consti t uti -:-n. 

He lp the Vietnamese mBint c. in lia ison with p e: rti es and legi sh·.ti ve 
lea dership in other Asi~m countries, including wtth t he i>si an Parli a­
mcnt E- ry Union, to help build politicul-econ~mic-s':'cib. l cooperc tion 
s nd supp0rt c:,m..'mg these coun t ries end Viet Nam in future develop1ment; 
and to help tap useful politica l experie:n.ce of' the otllE:. r ,;\s i a n count1•ies. 

Counsel U.s. devel'lpment agencies in Viet Kam c.nd f{c. shington on the 
p~ litica l i mpa ct o f u.s. a ssiehl!!Ce p~licies and program s. 

'1~10 bien selected f~r the se p~S. ti")ns eh··uld ha ve exte~cive ex~ eri En ce in 
poli t icc::: 1 ~md ci vic life; and emp ::: t hy and met uri ty in dea ling wi tll pe"'~ple; 
and, prefe rb bly, inte rncti ,..ma l exp erience. Tn ey F.; leo s h':m ld h e;ve a great 
de&l'"'f t a ct 0n d fin esse in situati rns with hi. g hly comp lex re l Gti':'nships. 
Fr,r e.:x:a mp le, they must be able t,..., C~'-'perB te cons t:ructi ve~ly v;i th t he i>mba ss­
a dor end the Count1•y ie<Hn ; with C~ngressi"'na l C"'~ ITUl1i ttees c: nd individual 
Co n g:cessrn.en; 11i th the Ex:ec utive :Branch; and vii th each other. 

i-ath such quc. li ficc.: ti -·ns, t l'le <:ppo intment of t he8e p~litica lliai sons c ould 
be ane ')f the most i mportan t si!lg l e u.s . con tributi"'ns t') \1Brd reso lving 
the poli t ic.s l-c ivili:::.n siae ffi' t he Vi et l~aniese problem. 

La cking such qualific[:ti :-:ns, these men mi g.1. t sim9ly made a very ban situe tion 
uors e. 

.. 

The Ol")POS[1 l f-,r poli t ica l p a rty lieison s .ould compl ement other types of 
direct an d indirect a s s ist~:; nce in the e enerE 1 po li t ic c. l e. r·ea, su ch a s: 

T:.1. e prJp~sel t o esta bli sh rr.t.,re dirc:·ct C '"~ lHJ.'TlU.l'l ic c. ti :)ns betwe en 
C:"'' nmritt ee s in the VietnemGse Na ti:--na l /•s s em.bly, end the U.S. 
Congress ; cm d to e:;ccl1a n ge c:-,1r ... '1li ~tee s ta ~f personnel. 

11he eff(lrts ':'lf the .A FL-CIO end :)t~er gr..,ups to help build polit­
ica l constituencie s. 

T1. e assish.! ·1ce in corll.LmmicBti '"~ 11 S, public admi ni::.t rc ti:"''n, e nd other 
fi elds. 

Dra ft6d by: 

:Lan <:. D. Reyno l ds 
616 S'.:1 irl j.neton .' ou s e 
4201 .)t)tl t h 3l. st s t l'€ 8 t 

J\rlin8t~n, Vi r g ini u 22206 
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should hold for the Vietnamese, it should be possible for the U.S.
party representatives to develop & close relationship with various
Vietnamese political factions. Through these associations, it should
be possible for the U.S. party representatives to have an important
catalytic influence among the "splinter groups"; and to offer pro-
fessional counsel on technical party and legislative questions such
a S those cited by a group of Vietnamese political leaders who re-
cently visited the United States. These questions ranged from fund-
raising to technical questions in implementing the new Constitution.

Help the Vietnamese maintain lisison with porties and legislative
leadership in other Asian countries, including with the Asian Parlia-
mentary Union, to help build political-economic-social cooperation
a nd support among these countries and Viet Nam in future development;
and to help tap useful political experience of the other Asian countries.

Counsel U.S. development agencies in Viet Nom and Washington on the

political impact of U.S. assistance policies and programs.

The men selected for these positions should have extensive experience in

political andicivic life; and empathy and maturity in dealing vi th people;
and, preferably, international experience. They also should have a great
dealof tect and finesse in situations with highly complex relationships.
For example, they must be able to cooperate constructively with the Ambass-
ador and the Country Team; with Congressional Committees and individual

Congressmen; with the Executive Branch; and with each other.

with such qualifications, the appointment of these political liaisons could
be one of the most important single U.S. contributions toward resolving

the politicsl-civilisn side of the Viet Namese problem.

Lacking such qualifications, these men might simply made a very bad situation

corse.

Relationships to Other Programs

The proposal for political party lisisons would complement other types of

direct and indirect assistance in the general political area, such as:

The proposal to establish more direct communications between

committees in the Vietnamese National Assembly, and the U.S.

Congress; and to exchange committee staff personnel.

The efforts of the AFL-CIO and other groups to help build polit-

ical constituencies.

The assistance in communications, public administration, and other

fields.

Drafted by:

Dana D. Reynolds
616 Shirlington House
4201 South 31st Street

March 13, 1969
Arlington, Virginia 22206
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