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AC1IVI'J.1 I ES OF 0Pl10SI'l'ION PA ~'l' IES 

hat Account for the Exis e tCe of n Bloc l a nd a 
Party? 

* 

* 

* 

k . P han Quanrr Dan e ·p lains t ha t t h e Democrati c Party 
h e i s ·r e gular izin rr i s t h e s m e wi t _l t ~.t e .e publi c Party 
es tablis l e d in 1949 . 

Tempora rily ca le d the Democ rati c Party , it will be 
g iven anot her desi n a t ion . 

~fr . Hoang Co Thuy i s d e si gn a t e d Secre tar y Gen era l a ft er 
a per i od o f ten month s duri n~ whi c h l e did n ot have 
o ff i c i al re ati ons wi th t e Democratic Bl oc . 

* The Nationa l A semb l y i n 195 compared t ot n e re s e n t on e 
will b e a p r rrre ss if 

(Le ter rom fr . Phan Quang Dan 
to Tu- Do pap er ) 

Not e o f t 1e Editor .- In Tu Do p a p er o f April 1 4 , 1958 , ' e 
announce d the division o ' t h e Op osition emocrat ic Dloc int o a 
Bloc nd a Par t y . e r e r o uuc e h ereunder t h e lett e r just re c ei ved 
f rom Dr . Pha n Quang Dan r e 'e r ri ng t o the divi s i on me n t i on e d a ove • 
. fr . Dan 1 s e x pla at i on s on 1 e Party ar e r ath r c ear althou gh h e 
does no t indicat e t he rea s on w y l e wit 1dre 1 f r om t h e Bloc t o 
re f orm the Party . ~ S f or t he Bloc o f l r. Hoan g Co Thuy , one has 
not yet known what wil l be t h e explanations . 

X X X 

X X 

X 

c·i a ' · 1 , pril 15, 1958 

To the TU- DO paper , 

1 h e news your paper hav e publis 1e d regardin me and tie 
Democrati c Bloc a r e true in ge n eral. But f or t he publi c n o t being 
aware o f t h e facts , these n ews may r ot b e unde r st oo d as uas 
remarke d i n y our i ssue o f \ pril 1 ~ . There f ore , I ve n u re to g ive 
t h e f ollo ing e xp lanati on s . 
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parties Tu Do, Hpril 17. 1958

OPPOSITION PARTIES

What Accounts for the Existence of a Bloc and a
Party?

Mr. Phan Quang Dan explains that the Democratic Party
he is regularizing is the same with the Republic Party
established in 1949.

Temporarily called the Democratic Party, it will be
given another designation.

Mr. Hoang Co Thuy is designated Secretary General after
a period of ten months during which he did not have
official relations with the Democratic Bloc.

The National Assembly in 1959 compared tothe present one
will be a progress if

(Letter from Mr. Phan Quang Dan
to Tu-Do paper)

Note of the Editor. - In Tu Do paper of April 14, 1958, we
announced the division of the Opposition Democratic Bloc into a
Bloc and a Party. We reproduce hereunder the letter just received
from Dr. Phan Quang Dan referring to the division mentioned above.
Mr. Dan's explanations on the Party are rather clear although he
does not indicate the reason why he withdrew from the Bloc to
reform the Party. As for the Bloc of Mr. Hoang Co Thuy, one has
not yet known what will be the explanations.

Gia Dinh, April 15, 1958

To the TU-DO paper,

The news your paper have published regarding me and the
Democratic Bloc are true in general. But for the public not being
aware of the facts, these news may not be understood as was

remarked in your issue of April 14. Therefore, I venture to give
the following explanations.
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,QC AND .PARTY 

In 1949 , I e stab l ish e d t l e Re pu li e Party a d c a r r ie d on 
ac t iv~t ie s under t hat d s ig at i o , e specially abr oad unt il I retu r n e d 
i n 195_ . F or t h e p ast ·h ree y e a r s , I have c oncentrat e d my e f orts 
on the al iance o f oppos iti on parties to or an op 1osi ti on orga n i­
zat ion le gal , con str u c t ·ve and a va cat i n g no n- v i ol · · '-1: •• r 

1Th ere fore , 
f te r t h e d i s o lution o f t h e I opu a r ! evo l u tiona r y Cou ncil, I LOt 

i n t ouc h wi t h t h e remaini n g c omr ade s to resume - worldng in t h e 
f r amework o f t h e Cou cil. Af t e r t h is , the Nati onal Ass embly ._ HJ!oc 
·as establis hed t o stru g l e f or a de ocrati c rati onal Assembly . 
Bu t a f ew mont h s a f ter , · or one r e as on and a n oth e r , art of n y 

ades were a r res t e d a d i n f a c t , t l. e Nati onal Ass€"mbly Bl oc no 
er e 4 0 l owing t h is , the Democ rat i c Bloc was organized 

a nd I was desi r nate d Secre t ry Ge n eral unti April 11, 195 . 

By Bloc, as we ll as y Front , on e mean s 
p ol itical parti es shari z g t he s ame vie rs o 
qu e st i on s . Af t e r t h re e years o f a~ tivi tie s 
p a rtie s , I have reac h e t he f o . - ovi ng co c 

t 1e l ea u e o f many 
nu Q er of es s ential 

in a l l yi n g p oli ti cal 
sions : 

I deem i t a dv i s able t o u n ite p oli · i ca l p arties i nt o a few 
strong on es . 

In present nati on l groups , e ith er work i 1 g op e n y or co­
ve~tl r , many pprove of t 1is u n i on . 

But f rom a pract · c v i ew oint , I fin d t 1at we d o n ot y et 
l,vc nro p i t i ou circums , a i ce s f or so doing . I t h inl that 
ihe,, p ol itical atmo s phere s h oul b e mor e op en , t ha t olit"cal 
part i e s must e allo 7ed t o wo r k overtly , a n that onl y t h en 
d oe o the al ian ce of polit i cal partie s have suffi c ient 
condit i o ~ t o m ter ialize n d 1 st a long time . 

Das e d on re a r ie s me n t i one d abov e, i n an ext raord i nary meetin g 
o f t h e · e ocrat ic Dl oc h e ld on April 11, 19) , I stat e the f oll ow­
i g : 

" I a nll ma a n e rna e e r.1b cr s o f t h e Re pub l i c p ; rty , have 
de c i de d as a resu lL f iscu ss i ons o con f ine u r a c tiv ities te ~o­
r arily wi ~ in i e s ppere of the Pa rty p e nd i urr more p ro p itiou s 
c ircums t a n c e s whi c make p ossib l e n allian c e with p o l i ti cal groups 
s haring our views in order t o es t a bl i sh a bro ad emoc ra i c 
.J'ati onal Front . 
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BLOC AND PARTY

In 1949, I established the Republic Party and carried on
activities under that designation, especially abroad until I returned
in 1955. For the past three years, I have concentrated my efforts
on the alliance of opposition parties to form an opposition organi-ence.zation legal, constructive and advocating non-violation. Therefore,
after the dissolution of the Popular Revolutionary Council, I got
in touch with the remaining comrades to resume working in the
framework of the Council. After this, the National Assembly. Bloc
was established to struggle for a democratic National Assembly.
But a few months after, for one reason and another, part of my
comrades were arrested and in fact, the National Assembly Bloc no
longer existed. Following this, the Democratic Bloc was organized
and I was designated Secretary General until April 11, 1958.

By Bloc, as well as by Front, one means the league of many
political parties sharing the same views on a number of essential

questions. After three years of activities in allying political
parties, I have reached the following conclusions:

19 I deem it advisable to unite political parties into a few

strong ones.

29 In present national groups, either working openly or co-
vertly, many approve of this union.

39 But from a practical viewpoint, I find that we do not yet
have propitious circumstances for SO doing. I think that

theopolitical atmosphere should be more open, that political
parties must be allowed to work overtly, and that only then
does the alliance of political parties have sufficient
conditions to materialize and last a long time.

Based on remarks mentioned above, in an extraordinary meeting
of the Democratic Bloc held on April 11, 1958, I stated the follow-

ing:

"I and male and female members of the Republic Party, have
decided as a result of discussions to confine our activities tempo-
rarily within the sphere of the Party pending more propitious
circumstances which make possible an alliance with political groups
sharing our views in order to establish a broad Democratic
National Front.



NEW SECRET ~Y GE JE .AL 

From June 6 , 1 95 ~ t o Ap r i l 11 , 195 ., , l awye r HO r CO TITUY 
nei t 1er ha ofi ici a re lati on s wi t e De mocra t i c Bloc n or 
j oi n e d i n the act i vit ies o · e Bloc. But accord i n g to what I 
wa s · o ld , l m y er 'riiUY was r e que s t e d t o assu_me is res p onsi b i l ity 

s Sec r e ary Ge n eral . 

P 'J.lY REGULA ~IZAT IO r 

In a eeti n g hel on Apr i l 11, 1958 , I a s o s t a t e d ·h e 
f o ll owi g : 

"Al t ou h 'fe op p o s e the pre s e Gove r n e n - i n ·1any re spec t s 
a d do n o t a pprov e o f a numbe r o · a s in orce , e a way s a dvo­
c a e a strugg e p ermitt e y lar i n or d e r t o impr ove a n d s tren g­
t e t e He publi ctwP- e g i me. 1'her e fo r e , w e a ec i d e t o comp l y wit 1 

a tlninistr ative 1 r occ u re •· vhilc r e gul arizi a our Party . h' s 
ctivity also t e nds t o ave the way f o r the establisht1e n t o a 

nat i o n 1 d emoc r ic ' r ont to 1 1 . c h :e are lookin orward , 
becau s e many unit e d legal p oliti ca l p rties will s erve as t h e 
f ounda i on o a le gal f r ont e n titled t o sta rt it a c tivities 
i te d iately . " 

Th e .e pub ic~arty esta is1. d s i n ce 9 9 has n eve r b e e n 
r e g i st reel . Und er t d c i g u l i o!. , we stresse d. the a i ms o · ou r 
s ru~g e to ovcrt1r o a Lon r c hy s u j ec t t o t h e co lonialists in 
order to es nb i h an indep e n d e n t ::.lc publi c. Now t h at the republic 
r {T i is p ·ornu gate d , ev e :i::·y i etn a mese c itizen is il Re pub lican. 
Our main a c t :vitie s a i at s truggli n rr t o r oade n a free d emo c r acy , 
so that t h e e nt i r e p eop le may par ti ci p a te t o t he reco n stru ct i on 
o f t he co nt ry , c on tribu te to so l v e p o l i t ical , econ omic , s ocial 
a nd cultu r a l p r obl e · s . Yit ... a v i ew t o u arl-i g shit in ou r 
ain a c tivitie s , ou r rarty ~ i ] e r e g iste red und er a new d s i -

g n ti on . But we wi ll c h oo s e a desi gn<J. tion u i -" er e n tia ·in it 
fr om the Democ ra -ic Par y to a o i u any mi sundcr st n d i n t?; on the 
part o . t1c p blic . 

TilE THOI BR CJt.SE . 

In t h hearing g ive n 
pap er , I stat e d th ~ t I WcS 

wh ic h t h e Cou r t i mput e t o 
c 1 early : IT11' nuA· "G DAN . 

n . . ar c h 13 , 1S.5 t o t r y t e TIIO I LUA 
n ot t h e au t h o o f the ac cu s e d articl e 
me . , y artie e s have b e e n al l signed 

NEW SECRETARY GENERAL

From June 6, 1957 to April 11, 1958, lawyer HOANG CO THUY
neither had official relations with the Democratic Bloc nor
joined in the activities of the Bloc. But according to what I
was told, lawyer THUY was requested to assume his responsibility
as Secretary General.

PARTY REGULARIZATION

In a meeting held on April 11, 1958, I also stated the
following:

"Although we oppose the present Government in many respects
and do not approve of a number of laws in force, we always advo-
cate a struggle permitted by law in order to improve and streng-
then the Republic Regime. Therefore, we decide to comply with
administrative procedures while regularizing our Party. This
activity also tends to have the way for the establishment of a
national democratic front to which we are looking forward,
because many united legal political parties will serve as the
foundation of a legal front entitled to start its activities

immediately.

The Republic
an
Party established since 1949 has never been

registered. Under this designation, we stressed the aims of our

struggle to overthrow a monarchy subject to the colonialists in
order to establish an independent Republic. Now that the republic
regime is promulgated, every Vietnamese citizen is a Republican.
Our main activities aim at struggling to broaden a free democracy,
so that the entire people may participate to the reconstruction
of the country, contribute to solve political, economic, social
and cultural problems. With a view to marking a shift in our
main activities, our Party will be registered under a new desi-

gnation. But we will choose a designation differentiating it
from the Democratic Party to avoid any misunderstanding on the

part of the public.

THE THOI LUAN PAPER CASE.

In the hearing given on March 13, 1958 to try the THOI LUAN

paper, I stated that I was not the author of the accused article
which the Court imputed to me. My articles have been all signed
clearly: PHAN QUANG DAN.



From t h e b e g inni n g of November 195 , I di d n ot contvibute to 
t h e TTIOI LUAN pa p c • That stateme t only determine d the respon si­
b iliti e s c l e· rl y and a ccu r ately and did n ot i mply a se gre gat i on. 
If I could not contrib te to t h e pa per , it was on y b ec ause I was 
too bu sy for s o d oing . 

CO J"CERND G THE " T . IET TTIUC " PAPER . 

~ 
I app lie ~ h e De pa rtment of Informa tion ~ or the 

au t h or izat i on of is su i n g a nevs paper by t h e a e of " TITI •T T UC" . 
The "TI:IET TIIDC" used t o b e a p a p er serving in 1945- 1946 as a 
strugg e i n str u men t o f t1e Pe opl e ' s ovemen t a ainst t h e Commun­
ists Colonialists (*S ee f ootnote) . 

MAYI Lr READY FOH THE FOUTIICOHING NATIONAL ASSEL.BLY ELEC'r i ON 

As i ndicate i n your pa per , a main p oi t i n ou r pr ogram is to 
ma k e r eady f rom t h is ve r y ome t or t h e f or thcoming 1\ a ti onal 
Assemb ly Election . 

l' e v e r y mu c we l come y our a ppeal t o all Vietnamese ci tize n s to 
ma k e r e ady f or t hat election (articl e on Stan dpoint o f April 12 , 
195 ) . 

We ve nture to add on l y that if n a tional s are f ree t o c ondu ct 
their p oliti c a l a c tivi ties fr o 1 t is very moment , on ly t h en do es 
the f o.· t hcoming e l ect ion of the ation al Ass emb ly i n 1959 h a v e a 
d emocrati c c harac t er an · t h e p eo p l e h op e t ha t t h e f orthcoming 
Nat i ona l Ass embly co p are d to the pr e s e n t on e will e a pr ogress . 

PHA.K QUA. JG Dk T 

(*) The Pe op le ' s Joveu e nt condu cting i ts a c t ivit ies in 1945-
1946 i n Hanoi occup ie t h e wh ole area o f Ngu - Xa orth- l es t o f Hanoi 
rith t h e pur p o s e to reco ncil e t h e con fl i c t b e tween nati onal revolu­

t i onary parties a n t 1e Communist Vi e t i nh par t y a nd advo c at e d t h e 
es tabl ishu e 1t o f a Vietna mes e Re publi c re p r e s ente d by t h e Presi en t . 
Th e Pe op l e's .> ov etnent roh: e u p a f te r Ilo-Chi-Hinh sign e d the 
Prelimi nary Agreeme n t on March G, 1946 , un er whic h t h e i nva d ing 
F re n c h tro ops l a ded in North Vi etnam. Th e Communists lean ed on 
the Frenc h strengt h t o repress nat i a nal part ies . PlMl llUY DAN 
was me 1 er o · t h i s Peo p l e ' s Moveme nt . (Note o f the Edi tor . ) 

From the beginning of November 1957, I did not contribute to
the THOI LUAN paper. That statement only determined the responsi-
bilities clearly and accurately and did not imply a segregation.
If I could not contribute to the paper, it was only because I was
too busy for so doing.

CONCERNING THE "THIET THUC" PAPER.

to
I applied from the Department of Information for the

authorization of issuing a newspaper by the name of "THIET THUC".
The "THIET THUC" used to be a paper serving in 1945-1946 as a

struggle instrument of the People's Movement against the Commun-
ists & Colonialists (*See footnote).

MAKING READY FOR THE FORTHCOMING NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION

As indicated in your paper, a main point in our program is to
make ready from this very moment for the forthcoming National
Assembly Election.

We very much welcome your appeal to all Vietnamese citizens to
make ready for that election (article on Standpoint of April 12,
1958).

We venture to add only that if nationals are free to conduct
their political activities from this very moment, only then does
the forthcoming election of the National Assembly in 1959 have a
democratic character and the people hope that the forthcoming
National Assembly compared to the present one will be a progress.

PHAN QUANG DAN

(*) The People's Movement conducting its activities in 1945-
1946 in Hanoi occupied the whole area of Ngu-Xa North-West of Hanoi
with the purpose to reconcile the conflict between national revolu-

tionary parties and the Communist Viet Minh party and advocated the

establishment of a Vietnamese Republic represented by the President.
The People's Movement broke up after Ho-Chi-Minh signed the

Preliminary Agreement on March 6, 1946, under which the invading
French troops landed in North Vietnam. The Communists leaned on
the French strength to repress national parties. PHAN HUY DAN
was member of this People's Movement. (Note of the Editor.)
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