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Ladie4 and Gentlemen, 

The .&tate.me.nt.& you made in the p~teviou-6 .&e.&.&io n-6 

lndlc.ate.d that you. a.Jte. not yet p~tepa.~te.d to negotiate .&e­

Jtlou4ly. You continue to .&lande~t the Gove~tnment o6 the 

Republic. o6 Viet-Nam and to heap upon thi.& gove~tnment 

all klnd.b o6 c.Jt.lme..& when, ln 6a.c.t, the only "c.Jt..lme" o6 thl-6 

gove~tnment l-6 not to capitulate to the c.ommunl.bt.& and to 

plt.ev ent them 6~tom .talz.l•tg o v eJt So u..th V let- f-Ja.m by 6 o~tce. In 

othe~t wo4d.&, it l.6 bec.au.&e the Gove~tnment o6 the Republic 

o6 Vlet-Na.m l.& the legal exp~te.&.bion o6 the will o6 the 

la~tge majo~tlty o6 the South Vietname.&e people to Jte.bl.&t 
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1

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The statements you made in the previous sessions

indicated that you are not yet prepared to negotiate se-

riously. You continue to slander the Government of the

Republic of Viet-Nam and to heap upon this government

all kinds of crimes when, in fact, the only "crime" of this

government is not to capitulate to the communists and to

prevent them from taking over South Viet-Nam by force. In

other words, it is because the Government of the Republic

of Viet-Nam is the legal expression of the will of the

large majority of the South Vietnamese people to resist
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communi~t agg~e~~ion that you have t~ied to di~c~edit and 

to eliminate thi~ gove~nment by all mean~. But you~ de~ign~ 
I j 

a~e doomed to 6ailu~e 6o~ you~ ~epeated attack~ · on the 

battle 0ield~ obviou~ly cannot b~ing you victo~y, ~imila~ly 

the t~uth cannot be alte~ed by you~ ~Lande~~ and calumnie~ 

at thi~ meeting table. 

You accu~e othe~~ o0 t~ea~on again~t the people 

and the Fathe~land. But who have bet~ayed the Vietname~e 

people io not tho~e who have taken advantage o0 the natio-

nal ~e~i~tance movement to e~tabli~h the communi~t ~egime? 

Twenty 6ou~ yea~~ ago the enti~e Vietnrune~e people 

have ~o~e up a~ one man to ~t~uggle 6o~ national indepen-

dence and unity. Should the ~t~uggle o0 the enti~e people 

have wholly been di~ected at the~e two legitimate objec­

tive~, it would have been ~ucce~~6ul long ago and the Viet­

name~e people would have lived in peace and p~o~pe~ity a~ 

the othe~ A 0~o-A~ian people~. 

Un 0 o~tunately 6o~ the de~tiny o0 ou~ count~y, you 

have taken advantage o6 thi~ legitimate ~t~uggle to unde~­

take the communization oo the whole o6 Viet-Nam, an unde~-

taking which you have labelled a~ "the ~t~uggle again~t 

6eodali~m and impe~iali~m 0 o~ the ~ealization oo the natio­

nal, democ~atic and popula~ ~evolution". Thi~ e~~oneou~ 
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communist aggression that you have tried to discredit and

to eliminate this government by all means. But your designs

are doomed to failure for your repeated attacks on the

battlefields obviously cannot bring you victory, similarly

the truth cannot be altered by your slanders and calumnies

at this meeting table.

you accuse others of treason against the people

and the Fatherland. But who have betrayed the Vietnamese

people if not those who have taken advantage of the natio-

nal resistance movement to establish the communist regime ?

Twenty four years ago the entire Vietnamese people

have rose up as one man to struggle for national indepen-

dence and unity. Should the struggle of the entire people

have wholly been directed at these two legitimate objec-

tives, it would have been successful long ago and the Viet-

namese people would have lived in peace and prosperity as

the other Afro-Asian peoples.

Unfortunately for the destiny of our country, you

have taken advantage of this legitimate struggle to under-

take the communization of the whole of Viet-Nam, an under-

taking which you have labelled as "the struggle against

feodalism and imperialism for the realization of the natio-

nal, democratic and popular revolution". This erroneous
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policy and the..6e.. ha~m6ul de..6ign6 have. t~an46o~m~d the. 6t~uggle.. 
• • • ' • • 'I' 

o6 the. Vie..tname..6e.. people. into . a. long advent~u~e. without i6-6ue.. .. 

The. Vie..tname..6e.. people. have.. . p~id ~n live..6 and p~ope..~tie..~ 6o~ 

a qua~te..~ o6 a ce..ntu~y and a~e.. not yet able. to enjoy the. 

be..ne..6it6 ofi unity, o6 inde..pe..nde..nce.. and o6 the. de..moc~atic 

~e..gime.. 6imply be..cau6e.. the. No~th Vie..tname..6e.. communi6t autho­

~itie..6 have. linked the. patJLiotic 6t~uggle.. with the. "e..di6i-

cation o6 6ociali6m". 

Who have. done. di44e~vice to the. count~y ifi not tho6e.. 

who have. initiated the. walL, tho6e.. who aJLe.. p~olonging it todate.., 

and tho~e who a~e.. th~e..ate.ning to continue. thi6 wa~ until the. 

objective~ o6 inte..~national communi&m a~e.. · ~e..ache..d ? 

You hav~ al6o evoked the. economic and 6ocial di6i~JL­

bance..6 in South Viet-Nam. But what a~e.. the. Jt.e..a6~~6 which have. 

p!Le..ve.nte..d the. 6ull ~e..alization ofi the. economic development 
~ 

and the. 6ocial ~e..6o~m4 advoca~e.d by the. Gove!Lnme.n~ o6 the. 

Republic o6 Viet-Nam 9 Thi4 6tate.. o6 a66ai~4 · l6 due. to you~ 

pelicy o6 . 4y6te..matic 6abotage. and to you~ total wan. 

Right at .thi6 me.e..ting table., i6 you only thought o6 

the. 6undame..ntal ~ight6 o6 the. Vie.tname..6e. people., the.6e. ne.go­

tio.tion6 would ·not be. Jn the. p!Le..~e.nt · ~ituation. On the cont~a~y 

ljOU!L 6ide. continue.6 to pUJZ:6Uf2.. be.6o~e.. e.ve.~yth-ing el6e.. the. 

obje..cti.ve.6 o6 .the. patr.ty and o6 the. -i.nte..~nat-ional communi.6t 

b£.oc. 

. . . . I . . . . o • 
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policy and these harmful designs have trans formed the struggle

of the Vietnamese people into a long adventure without issue.

The Vietnamese people have paid in lives and properties for

a quarter of a century and are not yet able to enjoy the

benefits of unity, of independence and of the democratic

regime simply because the North Vietnamese communist autho-

rities have linked the patriotic struggle with the "edifi-

cation of socialism".

who have done disservice to the country if not those

who have initiated the war, those who are prolonging it todate,

and those who are threatening to continue this war until the

objectives of international communism are reached ?

You have also evoked the economic and social distur-

bances in South Viet-Nam. But what are the reasons which have

prevented the full realization of the economic development

and the social reforms advocated by the Government of the

Republic of Viet-Nam ? This state of affairs is due to your

policy of systematic sabotage and to your total war.

Right at this meeting table, if you only thought of

the fundamental rights of the Vietnamese people, these nego-

tiations would not be in the present situation. On the contrary

your side continues to pursue before everything else the

objectives of the party and of the international communist

bloc.

/
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·. Thi..J : ·e.xp£.a£n.6 'tiouJ( .6.t~bboJtn~e..6~ - in . mai..ntai..ni..ng tjOU!t i..£.R..og..(,c.al 

. d~mand4 i..n ·the. uai..n ' hope. . o6 bJt~ngi..~g - ~~i..~mph - to t~e. c.ommuni...6t 

c.a.u.& e. :tn. : ·the. ·woJtid, o { e.xpandi..ng c.omm~ni..J.>m domi..~ati..o n i..n A.6 i..a., 
. . . ~. ' . . 

· · a..6 .wtlll a.6 ··o\J·elithft.owi..ng· the. Goveitnme.n.t o6 the. Re.publi..c. o6 Vi..e.t-

Nam, th-e only -Jiampaltt pli.:e.ve..nt-L~g the. J.>e.i..zuJte. o6 powe.Jt i..n South 

v-.<.·~:t~;.w-am b'y .t:h e.· ·c.·o·mmu tii.6 t.6 . 

The. Gove.Jtnme.nt o6 .the. Re.pub.ti..c. o6 Vi..e..t-Mam whi..c.h 

oJti..gi..nate.-6 6Jtom the people. and i...6 woJtki..ng 6oJt the. we.£.6aJte. o6 

the. people, i..~ alwa~J.> ' a~ac.hi..ng by a£.£. me.an.6 to .6hoJt.te.n the. walt 
--

and to . .6pa!t~ thi pe.op.te.'-6 blood .60 that all the. e.66oJtt.6 a~~ 

Jte..6ouJtc.i.6 o6 the. - ~oun.t!ttj c.an · be. di..Jte.c.te.d at .the. Jte.J.>toJtati..on 

and the. e.di..6ic.ati..o~ o~ ~he. c.ountJty. 

You al.6D c.l~i..m that the.· Gove.Jtnme.n.t o6 the. Re.publi..~ o6 
' . Vi..~t-:-Na.m c.o_n.6ti..tu.tc..6 a .6fl!ti..ou.6 ob.6.ta.c..te. to the. Jte..6toJtati..on P6 

p,e.ac.e. i..n Vi..e.t-Nam. But who aJte. the. one..6 c.au.6i..ng the_: mo.6t 
. ' ·' 

.6e.Jti..~u.6. ob.6·tac.le..6 to the. ·Jte..6toh.ati..on o6 'pe.ac.e. i..6 riot ;tho.6e. 

.. whp~ although .talki..ng pe.ac.e.» ahe. d!towrilng the.m~~tv~.6 ~n i..llu­

.6-i.oY!-.6 _oil vi..c.toJti..e.6 a.nd aJte. - e.~·.c.a.lad),ng the. 'walt ·? "' Wh~";. a!te. p!te.­

ve.nti..ng .the. Jte..6toJta.ti..on o6 pe.ac.e. i..6 not :tho.6e. who J.>.tubboJtnly 

· Jte.6u.6e ·.to engage. i..n .6e.Jii..ou.6 n.e.goti..a.ti..on.-6 ? 
'. . .. 

! • • • • 

; ' 

The. Gove.Jtnm-e.n.t of the. Re.pub£:;[c. a;{ Vi..e.tNa~- ·ha.6 c.ome 

.to . .thi...6 tabl·e. --With ··-the: utm0.6t g·oodu)i..t'.f. .·a:n.·d · the : ~10 -~t ge.n.e.JtOU-6 

p!to po .6 q.£..6, .6 u c.h a.6 t..he. pJt.o po .6 a'! (,-6 · MaJi.C. h:: 2 5 ·~ · .f 9 6 9 to engage. 

. . . . I . 0 • • • 
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This explains your stubbornness in maintaining your illogical

demands in the vain hope of bringing triumph to the communist

cause in the world, of expanding communism domination in Asia,

as well as overthrowing the Government of the Republic of Viet-

Nam, the only rampart preventing the seizure of power in South

Viet-Nam by the communists.

The Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam which

originates from the people and is working for the welfare of

the people, is always seaching by all means to shorten the war

and to spare the people's blood so that all the efforts and

resources of the country can be directed at the restoration

and the edification of the country.

You also claim that the Government of the Republic of

Viet-Nam constitutes a serious obstacle to the restoration of

peace in Viet-Nam. But who are the ones causing the most

serious obstacles to the restoration of peace if not those

who, although talking peace, are drowning themselves in illu-

sions of victories and are escalading the war ? who are pre-

venting the restoration of peace if not those who stubbornly

refuse to engage in serious negotiations ?

The Government of the Republic of VietNam has come

to this table with the utmost goodwill and the most generous

proposals, such as the proposal of March 25, 1969 to engage
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ta.!lz.J.> wLth the J.Jo-c.al.te.d "NLF", ott the. one.. ofi July II, 1969 

to hold 6tte.e. . e.le.ction-6 with the. patttlcipation o6 thl-6 ottganl-
i 

I 

zatlon undctt intettnatlonal J.Jupe.ttvi-6ion. 

In 6act, all the un6ounded cttitlclJ.>m agaln~t the Gov ett n­

ment o6 the Republlc o6 Vlet-Nam whlch 1 have ju~t ttejected 

only ha~ one. puttpoJ.Je and that iJ.> to help you avoid any hone.J.J t 

and ~tttiou~ t4lk~ on tht two t~~tntlal pttobltm~ wlth the Gov tttn­

ment o6 the Republlc o6 Vlet-N am , the ~ole leglt~mate tteptte-

~entatlve. o6 the South Vietnamc-6e people. 

66 Wlthdttawal o6 the e~tettnal 6~ttceJ.J and the pttoble.m o6 

holding nttee e..lection-6 to dete.ttm~ne. the political 6utufte o6 

South Vie.t-Nam. .-

Conccftning the nltt-6t pttoblem, in ptteviou-6 ~e~J.>io~-6, 
' 

you have accuJ.>ed the Allied ~ide o6 pttocee.ding with a 

"pitetendc.d withdftawa.e., a "dttop by dttop" wi.thdtt~wa.e., oft o6 

pttolonging the withdttawal opettationJ.J. But theJ.>e noi-6y cttitl­

C.l~m only aim to miJ.>le.a.d public .opini.on and to hide. the tttuth 

on the conduct o6 the HANOI leade..tt~ concettnlng thiJ.J pttoblem. 

Actually, thette iJ.J no withdttawal o6 the Nottth Vlet-

name~e communlJ.Jt 6ottce~ wha:tJ.Jocvctt, whethett "pttetended" oft 

"dttop by dttop". In 6ac·t, you even tte6u~e to dl~cu~~ about Lt. 

No one lgnofte-6 that the lnva-6lon o6 South Vlet-Nam 

by the Noftth Vle.tname-6e communl4t tftoop4 conJ.>tltuteJ.> a ~eftiou-6 

. . . . I . . . . . 
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talks with the so-called "NLF", or the one of July II, 1969

to hold free. elections with the participation of this organi-

zation under international supervision.

In fact, all the unfounded criticism against the Govern-

ment of the Republic of Viet-Nam which I have just rejected

only has one purpose and that is to help you avoid any honest

and serious talks on the two essential problems with the Govern-

ment of the Republic of Viet-Nam, the sole legitimate repre-

sentative of the South Vietnamese people : namely the problem

of withdrawal of the external forces and the problem of

holding free elections to determine the political future of

South Viet-Nam.

Concerning the first problem, in previous sessions,

you have accused the Allied side of proceeding with a

"pretended withdrawal, a "drop by drop" withdrawal, or of

prolonging the withdrawal operations. But these noisy criti-

cism only aim to mislead public opinion and to hide the truth

on the conduct of the HANOI leaders concerning this problem.

Actually, there is no withdrawal of the North Viet-

namese communist forces whatsoever, whether "pretended" or

"drop by drop". In fact, you even refuse to discuss about it.

No one ignores that the invasion of South Viet-Nam

by the North Vietnamese communist troops constitutes a serious
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v~olat~on o6 ~ntennat~ona! law and on the 1954 Geneva Accond-6 

on Viet-Nam. It i-6 equally evident that a-6 long a-6 the~e 
i 

I 

tnoop~ nemain pne6ent in South Viet-Nam, no peace i-6 po~6ible 

and the South Vietname~e population witt ·not be ~ble to 

exenci6e tnuly thein ~ight to 6el~-dete4mination. 

Thu6, ~ntennational law and accond-6, a6 well a6 the 

~ntene6t6 o6 the South Vietname6e population and o6 peace, 

demand that the Nonth Vietname~e communi6t tnoop~ and ~ubven­

~ive 6o1Lce~ be w~thd~awn back to the Nonth. That ~6 what 

pu'bl.~c. opin~on at ho;:1e and abnoad i6 demanding. And that ~6 

al6o what we have cea~ele~6ly 6ald 6ince the open~ng on the-6e 

meetin.g6. 

Facing ~uch legit~mate demand by pub!~c. op~n~on, you 

t~y to avo~d the i~6ue by a ~Lanting 6tatement th~ough the 

vague 6onmuta -in item 3 o6 youn pnopo~a.e.: "the que.6t~on o6 

the Vietnat~1 e.~e. anmed i)onc.e.6 in South Vie,t-f-Ja.m will be 6ettted 

by the Vietname6e pa4tie~ 1'. With ~uch an ambiguou-6 6onmula 

you ane not committing youn6el6 to anything 6peci6ic. The 

pnoblem o6 ~e~toning peace i6 too impontant an endeavoun to 

penmit you to pnolong -6uch game6 o6 hide and 6e.ek. The 6olution 

to thi6 pnoblem mu6t be put on concnete and unque~tionabte 

pneci~e and exact meaning o6 youn item 3. Voe6 it mean that 

you have accepted at la6t to withdnaw back to the No~th the 

. . . . I . . . . . . 
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violation of international law and of the I954 Geneva Accords

on Viet-Nam. It is equally evident that as long as these

troops remain present in South Viet-Nam, no peace is possible

and the South Vietnamese population will not be able to

exercise truly their right to s2lf-determination.

Thus, international law and accords, as well as the

interests of the South Vietnamese population and of peace,

demand that the North Vietnamese communist troops and subver-

sive forces be withdrawn back to the North. That is what

public opinion at home and abroad is demanding. And that is

also what we have ceaselessly said since the opening of these

meetings.

Facing such legitimate demand by public opinion, you

try to avoid the issue by a slanting statement through the

vague formula in item 3 of your proposal : "the question of

the Vietnamese armed forces in South Viet-Nam will be settled

by the Vietnamese parties". with such an ambiguous formula

you are not committing yourself to anything specific. The

problem of restoring peace is too important an endeavour to

permit you to prolong such games of hide and seek. The solution

to this problem must be put on concrete and unquestionable

basis. Consequently, it is necessary for you to give the

precise and exact meaning of your item 3. Does it mean that

you have accepted at last to withdraw back to the North the
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No~~h V*e~name~e eommuni~~ ~~oop~ eu~~en~ly p~e~en~ in Sou~h 

Vie~-Nam? And wha~ a!te. ~he. i' Vietriame~e pa.~tie.~" whi..C.h wilt 

di~eu~~ ~hi~ que.4~ion ? 

You!t ~e.nu~a~ to give. elea~ an~we.~~ ~o the.~e. que~~ion~ 

p~ove~ that you do no~ want ~o eon~ide~ the withd~tawal od you~ 

t~oop4 6~tom South Viet-Nam. You will have. ~o be.a!t the !te.~pon­

~ibility 6o~ any p~olongation o6 the wa!t.L 

In eont!ta~~ :to youJt un6ounde.d e~i~iei.~mp we have. pu~ 

66Jtth a p~opo~al wi~h a ele.aJt time-table : it i~ no~ ~he ~ 

ma:t~e.~ o6 wi~hd~awing 25.000 o~ 50.000p bu:t ~he wi~hd~tawal o6 

the majo!ti~y o6 :the. allie.~ 6o~ee~ wi~hin a I2-mon~h pe.~iod ~n 

~he event you al~o ag~e.e. to wi~hd~taw 4imultane.ou~ly the ecimmu­

ni~t 6o~ee.~p bae~ ~o the No~tth. Although you have ~ejee~ed i~, 

the p~ineiple. o6 mutual withd~awal ~e.main~ a ba~ie one wh~eh 

i~ logieal and ne.ee.~~a!ty 6o~ the. withd~tawal o6 the e.xte.~nal 

6o~ee~. The. No!t~h _ Vie.tname.~e eommuni~~ 6.o~ee.~ o6 agg!te.~~ion 

mu~t begin ~o withd~aw ba.ek :to ~he. No~~h ~imul~ane.ou~ly wi~h 

the. withd~aw~l o6 the. allied 6oJtee.~ to e.nable. the South Vie.t­

name.~e. people. the.m~e.lve.~ to de.eide. the.i~ own politieal 6u:t~~e.. 

In thi~ ~e.4pe.et 1 ~he,_ _ Gove.~nm.ent o6 the. Re.publie o6 

Vie.:t-Nam ha~ made. ve~y ele.a~ p~opo~al~ ~ the. holding o6 6~e.e. 

a.nd de.mo e~a:t.ie e.le.e.tio n~ .unde.~ ~h e. ~ upe.~vi~io n o 6 4n in~e.~­

national body and in whieh al~ po li~ieal pa!t~ie.~ and g~oup~p 

• • • o I . . . . . . 
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North Vietnamese communist troops currently present in South

Viet-Nam ? And what are the "Vietnamese parties" which will

discuss this question ?

your refusal to give clear answers to these questions

proves that you do not want to consider the withdrawal of your

troops from South Viet-Nam. You will have to bear the respon-

sibility for any prolongation of the war.

In contrast to your unfounded criticism, we have put

forth a proposal with a clear time-table : it is not the

matter of withdrawing 25.000 or 50.000, but the withdrawal of

the majority of the allied forces within a 12-month period in

the event you also agree to withdraw simultaneously the commu-

nist forces, back to the North. Although you have rejected it,

the principle of mutual withdrawal remains a basic one which

is logical and necessary for the withdrawal of the external

forces. The North Vietnamese communist forces of aggression

must begin to withdraw back to the North simultaneously with

the withdrawal of the allied forces to enable the South Viet-

namese people themselves to decide their own political future.

In this respect, the Government of the Republic of

Viet-Nam has made very clear proposals : the holding of free

and democratic elections under the supervision of an inter-

national body and in which all political parties and groups,
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.<.nc.iud.<.ng the. 1.:> o -<:alle.d "N L Fir , c.an paJtt.ic..ipate.. An e.ie.c.to~al 

. c.omm.i~.:>~.:>.icn, c.ompo~.:>e.d o6 he.p!te.~.:>e.ntat.<.ve.~.:> o6 ai! the. pot.<.tLcaR. 

paJtt.ie.~.:> and gJtoup~.:> .<.nc.iud.ing the. ~.:>o-c.alie.d »NLF", w.<.R.R. have. 

the. ta~.:>k to a~.:>~.:>uJte. e.qual oppoJttun.<.t.ie.~.:> .in the. c.ampa£gn.{_ng 

ail the. candidate.~.:>. The. Gove.Jtnme.nt o6 the. Republic. o6 Vie.tNam 

ha~.:> 6uJtthe.Jt ple.dge.d to ac.c.e.pt th e. Jte.~.:>ult~.:> o6 the.~.:>e. 6~te.e. 

e.R.e.c.tion4, whate.ve.Jt the. Jte.~.:>ult~.:> may be. 

A~.:> u~.:>ual, you m e.~t e.l y and ~.:>imply Jte.je.c.te.d them without 

e.ven bothe.~ting to e.xamine. the.m. 

In o~tde.Jt to ju~.:>ti6y youJt negative a~titude. be.6o~te. 

wo~tid opinion whic.h ha~.:> we.lc.ome.dthe. ge.ne.Jtou~.:> initiat.{_ve. o6 

the. Gove.~tnme.nt o6 th e. RepubLic. on Viet-Nam)> . you c.t.,aim that 

the. o~tganizat.{_on o6 the. e.le.c.tion~.:> mu~.:>t be. tJtu~.:>te.d to a ~.:>o~ 

c.a.iie.d " p!to v .<.~.:> io nat c.o aiitio n go \J e.Jtnm e.nt" ~ a go v e.~tnm e.nt 
. ' 

"i~.:>~.:>ue.d 6Jtom b~Jtgaining be.twe.e.n g~toup~.:> and pe.Jt~.:>~n~.:> in 6av~uJt 

o6 pe.ac.e.J' inde.pe.nd~nc.e. and ne.ut~tal.ittj 1 1 • In othe.Jt woJtd~.:>, thi~.:> 

would e.xc.lude. ail fio~tc.e.~.:> and pe.ople not ~.:>halting you!t po~itic.ai 

v.{_e.w~ . · 

To pu~ the. p!toblem o6 c.hanging ~he Gove.~tnme.nt and 

the. Jte.gime in the. South p!tioJt to the. hold.{_ng o6 the. e.le.c.tion~.:> 

i~.:> to put the. c.a~tt be.6o~te. the. ho~t~.:>e.~ Thi~.:> m ea n~.:> ~n fiac.t t~ 

d~.:>k ·6o~ political po~e.Jt and net 6oft tJtuiy 6~te.e. and de.moc.Jtatic. 

e.le.c.t.{_on~.:>. 

. ... I . . .... 
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including the so-called "NLF", can participate. An electoral

commission, composed of representatives of all the political

parties and groups including the so-called "NLF", will have

the task to assure equal opportunities in the campaigning

all the candidates. The Government of the Republic of VietNam

has further pledged to accept the results of these free

elections, whatever the results may be.

what has been your answer to these precise proposals ?

As usual, you merely and simply rejected them without

even bothering to examine them.

In order to justify your negative attitude before

world opinion which has welcomed the generous initiative of

the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam, you claim that

the organization of the elections must be trusted to a so-

called "provisional coalition government", a government

"issued from bargaining between groups and persons in favour

of peace, independence and neutrality". In other words, this

would exclude all forces and people not sharing your political

views.

To put the problem of changing the Government and

the regime in the South prior to the holding of the elections

is to put the cart before the horse. This means in fact to

ask for political power and not for truly free and democratic

elections.
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: .J ~ 

Con~equ~ntly, when you talk about 4eally 64ee and 

de~oe4atid. eleetion~ o4ganized by a " p4ovi~ional eoalition 

gove4nment 1
', you4 aim i~ 4athe4 powen and not the eleetion~. 

SimLta4ly, when you ~a.y thc~t . 11 the que~tion on the anmed 694ee~ 

in South Viet-Nam will be ~e.ttled by the Vie.tname~e pantie~", 

youn aim i~ to maintain the pn e~enee o6 the Nonth Vietname~e 

eommuni~t 6o4ee.~ in ~he South and not thein withdnawal baek 

to the No4th: On thi~ que~tion o6 withdnawal, you have 

neeou4~e to ambigwou~ 6onmula~ ~n o4de.n to avoid the i~~u~. 

Conee.4ning the eleetion~, you have pu~ 6o4th an illogieal 

p~oee.~~ ~n o4den ~o elude them. 

Sueh an attitude i~ enough to ~how whieh ~ide i~ 

a64aid o6 tnuly 64ee and demoe4atie eleetion~. Who ane the 

people oppo~ed to dem o e~aey i6 not tho~e who a4e maneuven~ng 

to detenmine in advan~~ the outc ·rne o6 the eleetion~ by 

demanding a~ pneeo~dition the. ~e.plaeement o6 the legal gove4n­

ment by a govennmen~ to thei4 devotion. Who ane again~t 

demoenaey i6 not tho~e. who have eho~e.n violenee a~ thein mean~ 

and pa4ty dieta:ton~ hip a~ :thein end ·? 

16 you4 ~ide ha~ nothing to 6ea4 6nom a ve4diet by 

the South Vietn~me~e people, i6 you have nothing to 6ean 64om 

an impantial ~upe4vi~ion by an intennational body r then we. ~ee 

no nea~on why you do not a eeept the p4ineiple on 64ee eleetion~ 

put unde.n intenna:tionai ~upe.4vi~ion and open xo the pa~tiei-

. . . . I . 0 • • • • 
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Consequently, when you talk about really free and

democratic elections organized by a "provisional coalition

government", your aim is rather power and not the elections.

Similarly, when you say that "the question of the armed forces

in South Viet-Nam will be settled by the Vietnamese parties",

your aim is to maintain the presence of the North Vietnamese

communist forces in the South and not their withdrawal back

to the North: On this question of withdrawal, you have

recourse to ambiguous formulas in order to avoid the issue.

Concerning the elections, you have put forth an illogical

process in order to elude them.

Such an attitude is enough to show which side is

afraid of truly free and democratic elections. who are the

people opposed to democracy if not those who are maneuvering

to determine in advance the oute me of the elections by

demanding as precondition the replacement of the legal govern-

ment by a government to their devotion. who are against

democracy if not those who have chosen violence as their means

and party dictatorship as their end ?

If your side has nothing to fear from a verdict by

the South Vietnamese people, if you have nothing to fear from

an impartial supervision by an international body, then we see

no reason why you do not accept the principle of free elections

put under international supervision and open to the partici-
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pation o6 all the political pa~tie4 and g~oup4 in the eount~y, 
. . . . ~ .. \ 

a4 p~opo4ed by the Gove~nment on the Republic on Viet-Nam on 

July 11 , 1 9 6 9 • 

Once thi4 p~inciple i4 accepted, all the modalitie4 

fio~ it4 implementation will be the object o6 di4cu44ion4 

between the pa~tie4. A4 0 a~ a4 we a~e conce~ned, the Vele­

gation o6 the Republic o6 Viet-Nam i4 p~epa~ed to begin 4uch 

di4cu44ion4. It depend4 then on you 6o~ the4e meeting4 to 

p~og~e44 o~ to ma~k time. 

1 have completed my 4tatem ent.-
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pation of all the political parties and groups in the country,

as proposed by the Government of the Republic of Viet-Nam on

July II, 1969.

Once this principle is accepted, all the modalities

for its implementation will be the object of discussions

between the parties. As far as we are concerned, the Dele-

gation of the Republic of Viet-Nam is prepared to begin such

discussions. It depends then on you for these meetings to

progress or to mark time.

I have completed my statement. -

96
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