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ot~r L\,:0 si,-' es a 1 uic~ 

of hatred and diH sensjon that is lii\·i~l.i.ng us. 

I ' . . t ~ l.<.,·!•·a, c:;:1_E:rlence or pa"' coruercnc:es 

bas s!1o vn U at official n;ecting~> d. ·n·in5 whic each side expo scs 

its policy ana a ·fends its a.i:\~tut~e! can only Jec::ci to us 2 0c·s 

poh' mics. Yle accorc~in~;ly . roposr;d tl~u:-d. (J t<-C tv:o sicies bold 

inforrnu.l talks during w hic!1 there could b ·~ on•··n hcartc.: · a. · scnss~ons. 

the substa!"ce of such t-11-s neec.s not be n1ade public. In addition 

to plenary sessions ve also pr post-'d pJ·ivu.tc talks and v;orldng 

sessions at the omn1issio1 s lev.:;l. Thus o 'Y t\:o siC:es will 

be able to fully ex;).r:ni.ac is,_m·-s taken ill at this Confr.: 1· ·n ee 

in order to find out in the sho1 test time the so utions to tho sc 
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No 26/PDVN/P2
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Unofficial translation

My dear Compatriots,

The purpose of our prepared statement today is to

specify with the utmost clarity the policy of the Government

of the Republic of Vietnam at this conference table.

Since we came here our Delegation has never ceased

to show our goodwill and sincere desire for peace and has settled

without respite to the task of finding a satisfactory solution to

the conflict which opposes our two sides. We have demonstrated

such a sincere desire for peace and goodwill through our open

attitude and our conciliating words: we also showed voluntary

restraint in our critics and have put forth concrete, constructive

and realistic proposals,

Right at the first session our Delegation proposed that

our two sides avoid to engage into the path of critica and

mutual recriminations in order not to further deepen the breach

of hatred and dissension that is dividing us. To enable our

conference to reach the results our people has been yearning

for, we put forward proposals with regard to a working method

that we deem adequate. Indeed, experience of past conferences

has shown that official meetings during which each side expo ses

its policy and defends its attitude, can only lead to useless

polemics, We accordingly proposed that our two sides hold

informal talks during which there could be open hearted discussions,

the substance of such talks needs not be made public, In addition

to plenary sessions we also proposed private talks and working

sessions at the commissions level, Thus our two sides will

be able to fully examine issues taken up at this Conference

in order to find out in the shortest time the solutions to those

issues.
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T h t 1 on th c forr of the talk.~ F o r 1.1c sulJ'=:t<:~ncc, 

w e ·cl,.rocatc t 1at our t wo slue~ exarr.Ll.1c al the isst'C"' vvitbn 

t he lrc rr.e vo r k of a globA.l solut ion as shpul a: !d l)y the P a; j s 

A greeme nt. We feel such a proce d i n · · is t e on y one thr<.t 1. 

li ke l y to enable our t wo s i es t 1 fully ex m i n e all points of iew 

and p rincipal co n c er n s of b oth sid s , in or d e r t o l ead to 

exchange s of vi ew in a con s t ructive spirit and in an a ttnosphere 

of mutua l c oncession tha t w i ll le a d to the £inding of a settlement 

acceptable f or everybody. 1'v1or over~ i n accordance with the 

s pirit a nd the l e tter of t he P ar is Agr e e rn ent all our propo s al s 

are a i med prim rily at allo vvinrf t he peo p l e of South-~i_etn~rn to 

f reely c h oos e it s political f ' ture throu gh g eneral elections. 

O ur pro osals wer e conc:;:etely p ut for th for t he f i rs t 

t in1.e in our pr e li m inary dr aft agreement of 2 5 Apri l 19 73. 

T he dr aft worded out a ll t hP- b a sic p r i nciples fo x an ov e r a.ll 

s et tl ernent of i ssues and c an be r egc rdc d as a b asis for serious 

n e go ti a tio ns at this confe r ence t able. With a vi ew to examine 

i n d e t ail the steps to b e i alc"n and th e solution to be adopted we 

h ave proposed f o ur c o n1.rnission s r e lati ve to 1 'D ernocratic libe rti e s 11
, 

1 'National Coun cil of Re c oncil . ation and C oncord'', ''General 

Ele ctions 1 1 and ''The Vi e tnan1.e s e armed for c es i n So uth-V i c t narr.t11
• 

At the 18th ses sion on 25 July 1973 we put a ll o ur 

c oncre t e and co n s tructive p roposal s t oge ther in a draft agreem e nt 

on prin ciple a l ngside with a p re cise time table. According to 

th· t time~ table the g eneral elections th. t t he p eople has bee n 

a iting for, are cheduled for Christma s day this yea r 

We r eg r e t ho re v er to note thai a ll t he r ~alistic ar d 

constructive p r o p a J s fr m our part p to now, either t hose 
' 
c ncerning the forr11 o.f t h e • :1 e Lings , th working rnethod~ or 

t he J roposal s ·cla Li\;e to the sub s t a n c of issu s to b e solve, 
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That, on the form of the talks. For the substance,

we advocate that our two sides examine all the issues within

the framework of a global solution as stipulated by the Paris

Agreement, We feel such a proceeding is the only one that is

likely to enable our two sides to fully examine all points of view

and principal concerns of both sides, in order to lead to

exchanges of view in a constructive spirit and in an atmosphere

of mutual concession that will lead to the finding of a settlement

acceptable for everybody. Moreover, in accordance with the

spirit and the letter of the Paris Agreement all our proposals

are aimed primarily at allowing the people of South-Vietnam to

freely choose its political future through general elections,

Our proposals were concretely put forth for the first

time in our preliminary draft agreement of 25 April 1973.

The draft worded out all the basic principles for an overall

settlement of issues and can be regarded as a basis for serious

negotiations at this conference table. With a view to examine

in detail the steps to be taken and the solution to be adopted we

have proposed four commissions relative to "Democratic liberties",

"National Council of Reconciliation and Concord", "General

Elections" and "The Vietnamese armed forces in South-Vietnam"!

At the 18th session on 25 July 1973 we put all our

concrete and constructive proposals together in a draft agreement

on principle alongside with a precise time-table. According to

that time-table the general elections that the people has been

waiting for, are scheduled for Christmas day this year.

We regret however to note that all the realistic and

constructive proposals from our part up to now, either those

concerning the form of the meetings, the working method, or

the proposals relative to the substance of issues to be solved
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have bee. all r (~jcctcei j_,1 a rncc1Lnicz.1 wz:y b; yDur SH.•t:~ As 

continue to n1a.:!< titT>e; 2.nd pt:'-'Ce .·:11 not b rcsl..orcd ir~ So1 th-

Vietnam. 

Fo r our p;.n·t we are as alw<1ys r •<t ·y t..o 1 e•1 i n se::io•.l· 

Hscussions ·rith you about the icsnes to be f.oJ.vcdo All the 

concrete, r ·e<ilifJtlc nd COli.stn.H..~~.vc prop.Js<..ls th:=tt -...vc hU-71.:' 

set forth still rernain 011 this coPfer·::::r:.cc: tab 1
_,_,) and if your 

si d~ really wishes to ncgobat.c wit.l 1.1~ ia Ol"df:. to Dnc.l c11.1t 

a satisfactory soluti n to the con£1icL you \Vi
1 l S•:!c tha.t £·· Oill 

our part we arc ah;ay s prcp2.rul to shov.r <' forthccn1.in;~ and 

. constructive s i rit. Te assert one e more our 

e nt r inJ·o fruitless polemics :vhich are apt solely o further 

If our . ide pc1 si.c.1 R in 

c onsiueri11g tbis conrer:.;;n.cc tabl e as propag<'n<.-ia foru1 to stir 

u p an(i decc:5.ve public opinio.1 yo u,_· side will be h ld r .... sJ->ons:..ble 

for this C0~1ference sta]erll<ltC!~ fo r the prolDngation. of tl .:; 

bloody con£ ictj and f or tl1c esastrous conseejuen c:s which 

ill result fo:r the futur <:! of o 1r people anc~ o 1· c 11 n try,. 

I .have cone uded . I-

L 
I 
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have been all rejected in a mechanical way by your side. As

long as your attitude remains unchanged this Conference will

continue to mark time and peace will not be restored in South-

Vietnam,

For our part we are as always ready to begin serious

discussions with you about the issues to be solved. All the

concrete, realistic and constructive proposals that we have

set forth still remain on this conference table, and if your

side really wishes to negotiate with us in order to find out

a satisfactory solution to the conflict you will see that from

our part we are always prepared to show a forthcoming and

constructive spirit. We assert once more our will not to

enter into fruitless polemics which are apt solely to further

deepen the breach that divides us. If your side persists in

considering this conference table as propaganda forum to stir

up and deceive public opinion your side will be held responsible

for this Conference stalemate, for the prolongation of the

bloody conflict, and for the desastrous consequences which

will result for the future of our people and our country.

I have concluded. /.-

L
/
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