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LEGAL ST ATUS OF SOUTH VIET-NAM 

r, ':J t:t r· l , s u I t o ( l he F) 54 G eneva Accords , Sou th V i e t- N a m 
.ts we l l a s Nort h Vi.et-Narn is an internation a l e nt ity with 
iwiepf.: n d ' nt int e rnational status. Under thos e Acconis, Viet­
Nam w a s temporarily divided into two separate ~ones each to 
be administere d by the authorities ih North and South Viet-Nam 
respectively until the unification of the country. The Accords, 
then, endowed both Northand South Viet-Nam with separate arid 
distinct status. For example, diplomatic or consular relations 
have bee n established with Saigon or Hanoi or both. * 

At the same time, the provisional military demarcation 
lin e established by the Geneva Accords, although not a "political 
or territo rial boundary , 11 is still an international frontier that 
rr\U st be respected under international law. In this r espect the 
division of Vi et - Nam is similar tothe division of Germany or 

orea . It is obvious that if a sta:te is divided by a n inter­
n ation a lly r e cognized demarcation line, each parl of that state 
1nust refrain from the use of force or hostile acts against the 
othe r. T hus, an attack by North Korea on South Korea or East 
Gerrr1any on West Germany would be illegal. Such attacks are no 
le ss " aggre ssion" or ••ar rn ed attack• • than a.n attack by one state 
agains t another. 
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The .kepubli.c of Viet- r arn has de ·u r e diplomatic relations 

with 52 nations includi ng France, United K ingdom, es German y, 
Brazil, "t-...1e xico, Switzerland a nd Ethiopia. North Viet-Nam has 
full diplomatic relations with 24 countries, 12 of whom belong 
to the Cornmunist bloc. This recognition ratio is comparable to 
South Korea which has full relations with 64 nations while North 
Korea i s recognized by 25. Wes t Germany has de jure recognition 
fr om nearly 100 nations while East Germany has full diplomatic 
re lations wi.th only 12. 

As far hack as 1955, South Viet- Nan1 was recognized, de 
j u re , by 36 nations, and North Viet-Natn had full relations with 
12 countries. 
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LEGAL STATUS OF SOUTH VIET-NAM

As a result of the 1954 Geneva Accords, South Viet-Nam
as well as North Viet-Nam is an international entity with

independent international status. Under those Accords, Viet-
Nam was temporarily divided into two separate zones each to
be administered by the authorities in North and South Viet-Nam

respectively until the unification of the country. The Accords,
then, endowed both North and South Viet-Nam with separate and
distinct status. For example, diplomatic or consular relations
have been established with Saigon or Hanoi or both. *

At the same time, the provisional military demarcation
line established by the Geneva Accords, although not a "political
or territorial boundary," is still an international frontier that
must be respected under international law. In this respect the
division of Viet-Nam is similar to the division of Germany or
Korea. It is obvious that if a state is divided by an inter-

nationally recognized demarcation line, each part of that state
must refrain from the use of force or hostile acts against the
other. Thus, an attack by North Korea on South Korea or East

Germany on West Germany would be illegal. Such attacks are no
less "aggression" or "armed attack" than an attack by one state

against another.
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* The Republic of Viet-Nam has de jure diplomatic relations

with 52 nations including France, United Kingdom, West Germany,
Brazil, Mexico, Switzerland and Ethiopia. North Viet-Nam has
full diplomatic relations with 24 countries, 12 of whom belong
to the Communist bloc. This recognition ratio is comparable to
South Korea which has full relations with 64 nations while North
Korea is recognized by 25. West Germany has de jure recognition
from nearly 100 nations while East Germany has full diplomatic
relations with only 12.

As far back as 1955, South Viet- Nam was recognized, de

jure, by 36 nations, and North Viet-Nam had full relations with
12 countries.
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