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DE.FINITIOi~S 
(Appi*OVe:l by US Cou::rrl:i.:/cee on P:r~ciaf'Re'h!l.bili tat ion as of . S~t~, 1963) 

ST~ ,_'J.1I;GIC HtJ{CE1• p·:~cGR1.1'{: A G\tW nz:rt.ional prog:rar.l douiJl1t!d to 
phy3i~JJ:Ya-=:1cti""G'Gfoe~cii:i·:--JY-S0pm ate the peoplo fl"~07"1 tho VC Md t o 
v..1.n the!;'l Ov8"T L'7 prv-"-1 ~ing ti';$l'il .secm:"i·izy' and by in~zrodu.cintZ dc.no­
cratJ.c p·;>Ocess~s n..nd economic 'ctervelopt .. Gnt.. It 1:: dc-acribod by the 
GV!l &s ~ Nation&l . P~vclt(Gion&4~ Move~0nt to d~fcat tho thre0 enc~ies 
of the RW:- Con-mmit.::zt,; D1.smlit.y and Underdcvelap~ent~ The St.l"n-'c,egic 
!fumlet PI70t,p:m'l en c~~aoes Province ... - .i~bilit,ation;; Cloar-and-Hold 
Op~_atio!lS, a..'Yld uJ.tir.~toly, ·tpqse .A~ea Dovelop .. cnt Contors developed 
under t.ne etvili.an I z·Z'egular Defense Group ;(CIDG) proe;t·.o..-n. 

PROV11JCE !ill!ItlBI1J.TA~rrmJ: . The e:r.·ocution of n"'tion~lly app:t"'vcd 
ci tril'-lulitarypfin·u-p::e:f)ai.'Bd at. pro·-rlnc.e le-vel it."hich oupport the 
GVN Strat,eflie Hm;it~rt. - · P::. .. or:.P."'~ a11d u-pon -which the allocations of funds, 
Jtaterlal tmd t~li tru.-y l~esourcos to the Pl'"Ovinces ~e baned. 

CL1"1 .~. .. -AND-~HOXl1 OPEP~1'Iojys: A rAili·tm:y opara.!'vion in direct suppoX"t 
of provinco :t·:zh1ibfiTE":it1o"'l'W.:th the r:rl.soion of cletu"ing the enewy ~m .. 
a.'ld dcnj.-~.., t he a:r>oa to th3 anei!{1, The ener:'ly is ei thel:- de .... troyod LJ. 
place or f orcod to ~d.:thd.ra\v$ subaequont,ly, cccuri t.y of the ~oa is 
maintaine and dofondcd r-ga:tnst eno.ny hal"assw .. ~nt until local d,q.fenae 
foreGo c as::m.mc ~~his n:~sponsibilit.y. Nomally, RVtJAF fo.•ce3 ~.l~e 
~r.wloyed for an eztcnded period or t im0 and arc conotan~e by thG 
R1/Hf.J? fo:ree cowma."ldor "'rith the_ P:rovince or Dio·:.-..1-.ict Chief actin3 as 
poli·l;i cal dopu.ty and charged -tri th tho re!Ji,_,onrli.bilit.y i'or i~mlemcnt­
ing politic.r.ll_, eccnow.ic ru~d socicl p:t.~c ~l'runs.,. The Clear-an¢! Hold 
Operation allows fo? mor~ r~pid expanzion of the Strategic lfrunlet 
Prott;ra.'U ·than 't~;Ould be possible i£ ·the Province Chief 'VIer~ .forced to 
rely en·~irely on hie: ov.n a.Dsigned forces. 

UAU ( ;tj311 Ar~D ncn ZONF.S: Al"'Sa.S dooign&i:.ed by GVN m:Uitaey authorl­
ties repi;iserrSing""'"'tfi~follc;lnng (Stl"G.tGgic Hamlets locat<!ld in these areas 
are designated acco~din~~): · · 

a. "An Zon~ : Geographical area considered rolnti valy s ecure 
by the GVN (also refm:r od· to as , "'tlrhi·tau area). 

b. nBfl z·o11e: . Area contested by the GV!'J and VC (~so l"efened 
to as nptnktt area). · · - ' ·-

c. ncn Zone:-~:- ,Area generally ~tro:tl~ by ~he VC (also rare~ 
ed to as nrcd" area). ·,· ,·/-:; .. 

. '· 

UNCLASSIFIED

STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM

DEFINITIONS

(Approved by US Committee on Provincial Rehabilitation as of Sept., 1963)

STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM: A GVN national program designed to

physically and idoologically separate the people from the VC and to
win them over by providing then security and by introducing demo-
cratic processes and economic development, It is described by the
GVN as a National Revolutionary Movement to defeat the three enemies
of the RVN: Communism, Disunity and Underdevelopment, The Strategic
Hamlet Program encompasses Province Rehabilitation, Clear-and-Hold

Operations, and ultimately, those Area Development Centers developed
under the Civilian Irregular Defense Group (CIDG) program.

PROVINCE rechabilitation= The election of nationally approved
civil-military plans prepared at province level which support the
GVN Strategic Hamlet Program and upon which the allocations of funds,
material and military resources to the provinces are based.

CLEAR-AND-HOID OPERATIONS: A military operation in direct support
of provinco rehabilitation with the mission of clearing the enemy from
and denying the area to the enemy. The enemy is either destroyed in

place or forced to withdraw; subsequently, security of the area is
maintained and defended against enemy harassment until local defence
forces can assume this responsibility. Normally, RVNAF forces are

employed for an extended period of time and are commanded by the

RVNAF force commander with the Province or District Chief acting as

political deputy and charged with the responsibility for Amplement-

ing political, economic and social programs. The Clear-and Hold

Operation allows for more rapid expension of the Strategic Hamlet

Program than would be possible if the Province Chief were forced to

rely entirely on his own assigned forces.

"A", "B" AND "O" ZONES: Areas designated by GVN military authori-

ties representing the following (Strategic HamLets located in these areas

are designated accordingly):

"A" Zone: Geographical area considered relatively securea.
by the GVN (also referred to as "white" area).

b. "B° Zone: Area contested by the GVN and VC (also referred

to as "pink" area).

C. "C" Zone: Area generally controlled by the VC (also referr-

ed to as "red" area).
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. Q1l'~~l!'~T: A hm:!}. ~t. loco.tc~_.Jn eithe~ ru .. ~1A>1, ~~Bn or ncn 
Zone 1vhicn :""t.s or ~ill be f'o;;:"tified 1-~:U~h ;:;u.rrm.tt""l,."'iDg deZen8:1:vc 't:..""Ork~; is 
defended, pr~~)ID.."'cily, by ·(,he inh:.}bitru-f::,!J of ... c.he hc~JriLot.; <l.nd is or -rri.ll ba 
embm .. king upon & planned soc1.Bl_,· poli·t.ieil v.nd cc:onm;~c dcvelopm rr~ pro-
' l'"::>. , r.l ..,.r.~ ·i _.,_ ·7 "-' ~~o:· r.:.~1 t·O '~""'·?~···• -:·.0 •'· ~n -:•.:-- ..,.,..,...,q~-;-~ :c .-. ,-1 A .. ~~~-1d':!>d }·•;-r'nl (Y'· C1 CJ.,J.-t.ao .U. 0 \.#' .,.),P,.J ..L.~ U..._at.;•U ~t;.,._,~...,~ V f.,J .. ,l..v..:JV \,IJ..~~ .... 1..4.-..VU._, "-"'.....,-\.r.l \,;,;. '-C..~J. .:~ooo#t1-., 

~~!:U.fJ""t~l'ti• l!">,..,p:·.""' .':"1 r;·,n ,..,~ trqn lt~-'n.....,n-. ~:"'~1~-··i·'·.~.- <": -.>r-,· 'n ~--"'i:"'•7<·in ~Y•'"i"'~ """"""'~' C;;'l-
~ -~ ~~ ..... v,~ •"" ... ~ . l.l~ J. ' · w'\o 1.,. .,.,. • • .,. .. ~... - ...... v-- t ... . ,# .. ·- ..., J1 ht .. ...:.'(j'ff " ' " 

·"'1l"""'"~'~ 1!:1! -r•"!• . r..-··1 ··J.·J :;.,-,.,..., ... ,T.''·'''"."!'•-r-t-. '"'~' ·1·· ·; ·~,.. c·· .. ~--.":· i···· ···.~··· •"l•.;,l ;~""'•'li""·~·l·o ... J-:o.>r.:.n),. l~-A> .!."•'"""G>""'-' .., i:"""' -.. .. u .... . ""'".!.~ .• v~l;--""-'~~v v- .,-1-V-J. • ...,. v~•·-1. VoA.<.I.l..., y,.,tt: ......... ~ .... !·'"'·"' J;. • .L 

social, pol itical ond c.co:nom:.l..c rx!~o~J.~a!:-:o ~ Scconda;;:Y er:rphasi~ i::: on 
secl.lr-'- i..-y {I 

... 
CC'h·TI3~11l HLH ET: A stl~D.togic har.ll.Gi:'t v.:? !..ttlly loca:tcd in s. ucn· Zone .. 
-~~·-""'"~· '~ 

Prirn"':r~f c:·~!)he.ui;;. ne::.:&"C. is placc:d on pi"..;y~::dccl. do.f.'onoc DJ.J.d ~cc:~.l.:'. 't:.Yo SG ond·" 
&17 ri!J?h.:..~is :tz ~Y1 coc5.al_, political und Gcon(nnic cov~lop~:!c,:C. m1':: 
~"')e-.·:-. 't"l"~c (~ . ..,jl.~m .... /..<n _-.law ~·\ ~·\.C~ .. uw,. ,,. 

\ l ~ .. 
J.i\{"1 'Pflv'l"l'T'T T T'.. "n .... o.., .. ·l .... ~-,-~ ·}·"'F~ 1 ..... ',·+_.r:~_._'h:l.15 .• {-.n-t-"·.,._: on cr:-·n~· ,...,.... •1· ··,; '111"~" 1 0 ~-:.·J. •"d. ~ ....... . 1/.J-.. >..A...!-~t..,;~ .t~.l. .. O.~.t\.....,.VI.""""'-"'"-'lt...:.., ... ~..,r .. ,..\. .... "'-· V-...--· v(...\.. t;.,. ;..J-\,,.,. j a...v._.~ ·~J .,..,. \it.,;;oV'V' 
~~.,.'h't'.~ ~~ 

:l.n an ~~ .. ~u Zone, u'!'lich r-0:;y ~nJnt.u--.•:L! .. ;y~ ·-t;o• into~;(''a:tcd :1.1-r~o t.ho p>3,::vlnce'.o 
s·tr~:rtc~ric Ear.iJ.et Pl~Of.!,;ll],f.'k ThG inhnbi{~~Tt~~$ rlw."itlg ·t.hc:l:r• a·!J~:- in the 
cont~:r _, f:t.r::-~ dccicnatod sn~nll plo·~s of land, J:~Ge:ai vo m:i.- i tm·· .:: •• c polit-i­
cal supei" ... .t.eion~ and li·'le t;h.o7~·o at. niglrl.i ·m1dcr t!'~o l:Y! o·tcct:l.oE·. o .. : :cr.:al 
forces. 

L!:.N:D · &;v"EIJOP1-18.t!T CJ1N'J.'ER: An &f't"icul·tu.!"·al canto· l!DU&ll.;,.~ located 
~~ .. "'""_,._...~ • ..,-"""-.'~~'"0!) .... _ ..... 71-• ...... -~Ko..O>-~,~ !I• ....... . 

in a ne:c,-,·i o"':oj:~o undoj: d~vclop~d highJ.c.mdo aren or w m."C<l prcviou.~ly pop .... 
ulated a.."'ld currcrrt.1·.1 v.noccupied su.oh 8.01 ·(;he Ca~ibodi~n bo:~"\.k.L.' dt1ltt1. ·tr!!'-oa, 
t-:h.er e .:n the i'".ihf! i·;;,ant-s a.i."O a:i.v0n ti-tle to land U.7:1.ch t,hf:j de~olop .:n·'·o 
~.:rabl0 1~~: ·cl,. Th :l,n!labi·t!;'cZl'tS 110:-t1aal1y com~ :f.,r-om ais'Umt al'ea2 SUCh as 
t he ce~trcl VN 1owl.t1nds~ J .. €l"!l1'Jn<:mt1y rct1c·C.t,lo, :t~ocoiYe m..i.llta:;:y and ~olit·-­
icnl indoc .. trirn. 'i1.on sup~:;:n;ision, and 8.Z'O f.n.f.lJl':lO~ .... ticd by the ;:, na Develop­
moot Cen·~e:\" un:M.l -'t.h'Zy bccow~ Ewlf std'fic1.ent. S'c,r(rt.Ggi.c H~zue·~o ll!:cy" be 
el3tablisned i n oz- ne~ .. r these cent~l'c., 

Slriu? Hlll1P PllOGRA!·l:: r;.~he int:f'oductor;y· dEnr~lopmont offcl"t ·wh~.ch 1.s 
the b~iC@;Cb'<ittrein"Ul({ Hs.ml-st E~ri:.v.bl:tsh.mf~nt. m1d H.u·.uu.o·~ Do"7elop~Y3nt. PhU3o 
of ··tb.e S-'r.ix&t.c .. r"ic H!l.JrlJ.et P:.~?ofti~3m? It. is ::>. Pl"'Ogra.m t:;hich ~tcx:3ponds 'id:th 
iit:)ney .::md mato:i.''lnl to ·undel.~·cnlm eociul a11d economic ecl'l . .r:r~-.,,_,_c·~:ton p!"ojects 
lihich the hruu.lot paopl e -~hems~lves s~16ct a11d tc.~al ro:s necessary., 

I. 

C1.'!?J1.RTI;D fill~.ll..~ n,rtceu "~o be ccnsid0rod clea:red vrhan. VC main fozooe and 
resiona:Ci~~'~ven ov:t, ·uhe~ p:recinc·i; o:;:·gr •. nizat.io:a is inat.:ttu-tod with 
population control (ccns'l.'I.S=' I., D~ ca1~s, curfctr)v t·shon edequC!:ic pn:;. .. .;uil~l-:­
tPzy forces m"D on enl l:- ard.i condi tiom;; cr0~1t(td fol" ini t.ie-rl:.i on o:l cmar G®ncy 
reli~--:- ill'ld economic clovolop111ento Cll!la.l•'lng 1·rl.ll be £c ... ~l(nJad by incrc~sing · 

. s ecur _ ty thr.~01l@'l · olirrdnat ion of VC inf:t•&st:rtlct:u:re by going th1·ou.gh m-ea 
t-ri.th fine toothsd comb. tt 
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STRATEGIC HAMLET: A hamlet located in either an HAB, "B" or "C"
Zone which is or will be fortified with surrounding defensive works; is

defended, primarily, by the inhabitants of the hamlet; and is or will be

embarking upon a planned social, political and economic development pro-
gran, Also, it is used to refer to those organized, defended hamlets

usually located in #A" or "B" Zone security STORE wherin primary OM-

phasis is placed in improvement of living conditions and development of

social, political and economic programs. Secondary emphasis is on
security.

COMBAT HAMLET: A strategic haulet usually located in a "C" Zone.

Primary emphasis here is placed on physical defense and security. Second-
ary emphasis is on social, political and economic development and improve-
ment programs.

AGROVILLE: An agricultural rehabilitation center, usually Located
in an "A" Zone, which rosy eventually be integrated into the province's
Strategic Harliet Program. The inhabitants, during their stay in the

center, farm designated small plots of land, receivo military and politi-
cal supervision, and live there at night under the protection of local
forces.

LAND DEVELOPMENT CENTER: An agricultural center usually located
in a heretofore underdeveloped highlands area or an area previously pop-
ulated and currently uneccupied such as the Cambodian border delta area,
wherein the inhabitants are given title to land which they develop into
arable land. The inhabitants normally COMO from distant areas such as
the central VN lowlande, permanently resettle, receive military and politi
ical indoctrination supervision, and are supported by the Land Develop
ment Center until they become self sufficient, Strategic Hamlets may be
established in or near these centers.

SELF HELP PROGRAM: The introductory development effort which is

the bridge between the Harliet Establishment and Hamlet Development Phase
of the Strategic Hamlet Program, It is a program which responds with

money and material to undertake social and economic construction projects
which the herllot people themselves select and fool are necessary.

(Definition Approved by US Agencies, June 64)

CLEARED AREA: "Area to be considered cleared when VC main force and

regional force driven out, when precinct organization is instituted with

population control (census, I.D. cards, curfew), when adequate paramili-
tary forces are on call, and conditions created for initiation of emergency
relief and economic development. Clearing will be followed by increasing

security through elimination of VC infrastructure by going through area

with fine toothed comb."
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