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.., 30, 195~ 

H. E. Jgo. d1nh-D1em 
Preaident ot the Republic ot Vietnam 
Independence Palace 
Saigon, V1etnall 

Dear Mr. P~aident and Ve-q Dear Pl'iend: 

A• 1 am 1ure JOU bave recentlJ hear4 rroa A1Dbaaaadol' Chuong. 
and undoubtedly aleo from Me1ara. Le.deJinakJ. and JonB#, I 
have been asked to eerve as Chairman ot at national Conference 
on Social Development and Weltare in free Vietnaa, to be held 
in Hew York on October 26 and 27 next. 

The ixecut1v• Committee or the Aaerican ir~sn~s ot V1otnam 
baa unaniaoualy authorized ll18 to extend to )'our sovernment 
ita whole-hearted invitation to honor thie Conterenae with 
the preaence or V1ce President NguJen-ngoo-!ho. Aooord1ngl)' 
1 &ll writing rou to extend the ixecut!:re Comaittee '• request 
that )'ou permit the Vice-Prea1dent to accept tbia invitation. 

It is our hope that thil nationall7 ~·:t~r..~'d ~eting will 
point up in dramatic fashion the progreaa rour people and 
)'our country have made during the tive years einoa independ­
ence wae ach1e'fed. Tbia Conference will be held on Vietnam's 
National na1 and we expect that 1t will be attended and 
papticipated in bJ th1e countrr•e outetanding authorities 
on Soutbeaet Alia--trom the government, from academic institu­
tions, rroa buaineaa and 1nduatr1al enterpr11ea, and trom the 
1DUI Md1a. 

'l'he taeet1ng which we held in Washington laet month on the 
aubJect ot foreign aid ("Vietnam: An American Succea• :St orr") 
plaJed a .aJol' role in cr)'Jtall1zing congre111onal ltnt1ment 
in favor ot con~inued large-scale aaaiatance to Vietnam . 
However, JOU be.ve undoubtedly read or the 1ncreaa1nalJ t requent 
attacq on variow. aspects ot the foreign aid program even by 
auoh good tr1enda ot oura aa Senator Manat1eld and Senator 
HullPhreY. We believe that our October conference "ill demon­
atrate tor all to aee the aort ot progreaa which can be 
expected -when a Southeast Q1an countr)' ia well led end when 
ita ideological guidons keep it etable, peaceful, and progre11-
1ve. 
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Vice President Tho•a p~eeence would tocue national attention on this meeting 
o.nd. corusequentlJ, on Vietnam•• llational Anflj.;veraarJ. It would guarantee ita 
IUCCGII • 

PerhaPs Aaaiatant Secretarr Paraona told rou ot our recent conversation when 
X broached to him and Ml". Palmer the idea or our extending an invitation to 
the Vice Pnaid.ent. ln the event tlv;o.t he retrained troet ldlntion1ng 1t to 
rou, let me note here that he phoned the other daJ to a&J that the Department 
ot Stat& would. be verJ haPPJ to have the Vice President at~nd our conterence 
in lev York CitJ on ·~~tober 26 and 27, ~nd to ~~ke an unotticial visit to 
Waah1tl,$ton thereafter. ...,.. 

I un4entan4 trom JCr. Jonaa that the eecuritJ situation in the Southvelt haa 
boen ot a disturbing character in recent weeks, and that conaequentlJ you 
lll1ght bo reluctant to ~t vith the valuable servicea or the Vice Preai<l*n·t 
tor! e. lcn.gthJ period. Of -3ourae I can underatand this, but I vould point. 
out · that tba Vice Preaident need absent h1meelt troa Vietnaa onlJ tor the 
tS.. 1t would take tor Ji1• to tlJ to the United States, apeak at the Conter­
ancc • and make auch other atopa aa 70U and he decided were appropriate or 
dee1Jiable. U lu recentl7 cue to tbe United State• aillPlJ to deliver a 
a~eeb et Dallal. 'texaa, and wa.e in thil oountr7 onl7 s1.x da.p, and waa actu­
allf •baent tztoll Rangoon onlJ tea. daJI. I 111ntion this to indicate how little 
ti• need be involved in thia proposed v111t, though ot cour1e, were JOU will­
ing. there ,would be no Peuon t!lat the Vice President should not at&J longer 
and bav~ tht . pleuure ot seeing ao•th1ns ot our count17. 

Perbapa I should add another tact here: Vice President Tho 1s almoat unknown 
to Ames.-ipana, and diecuaaiona in Waabington and eltewhere ot the atab"litJ 
and pez:nc• ot the Govern•nt or the Republic ot Viet..,. invar1ab turn 
to the q st1on ot the c~cter ot rour Vice Prea1dent, tor in our minds at 
leal~, l ' man Who hol,dt that poaition aight be the ker to the tuture lite ot 
the r.C111C. In rt1 opinion 1t voul4 be highlJ uaetul to give o~ leadera a 

, clot r look at ,-our Vice Preeident. 1 Imow that JOU w111 aaree With 111a 
tha~ :thbl' ltould bet 6reatl7 Ulurtd bJ their Metina with h1•. 
, I 

I . 

x.t;:' ou believe that 1t will be pottible tor Vice President 'lbo to tlJ to the 
U ed Statea late next October 1n responae to this invitation, ~· would 

tlr, •pproc1ate 1t 1t Jou would uk Hr. Ba1 to cable • i_.diatelt 1nd1-
, ti~ Jov acceptance. 1 &ak the· .fa.vol' ot an earlJ replJ at the request or 

t Depart•nt or State, to~ although the Vice President •a visit would be or 
a'o~ the7 claas &8 "unottici&l", neverthelees there are certain toraaal.i­

t •• which theJ I:Uit be pl'epared to extend to hill, and theJ 1tould ~nt to 
b Sill ~na their preparation~ at once . Jurthenore, our Conference v1ll 
'b 'belct during the beight ot the United lations General Alae•bl7 Session 
1U Octo~l'. lot onlJ would the Oonterence be l1kel7 to attract the at ten-

~~ 'l 

t1o~ ot • good number ot diplomat• present tor the United Kat1ona meetings, 
but(/'11t :11 the practice tor tM tore1gn ainiatel'a and other ranking ,atatesmen 
Who' an exptcted to attend these sest1ona to tlock to Wuhington at tbe 
endt ot Ootober to 0 paJ their reapeott" to President Eiaenhowe:r and other 
A111r1can 4iSn1tarie• . Accol'ttinglJ, Jlr. Paraona ' ott1ce would like to arrange 
an appl'o;>riat• bloc ot time tor Vice Preaident 'l'bo, tor it JOur decision Wel'e 
del.&Jod lone. it 111ght not be poesible to work h1• into the veey bUIJ Wuh-

' 1Jiton October achodule. 
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In concluaion, let me ad.d that 1 am looking tol'll&l'd eagerlJ to 1Zl1 forth­
coming visit to Vietnaa. l lhall leaye here on June 18, atopp1ns briefl7 
1n Manil.a anti Rong Kons Qn route, and will arrive in Saigon on 26 Juno at 
:5:15 p.Q .. vi&. Atr Vietnam 225. If there 1e at17th1ng which you would like 
~ to bring trom. the United State• or some point en route, pl•aa• a.dv1ae 
• at once. 

Vealer R. Ptahel 
Chat ran 
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