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Prefa. ce 

The NRtional Institute of Administra tion i s the primary 

so llrce of recn~itment for the mi ddle echelons of civi l servic e 

in Vi etnam . In its r Ti ef existence , approxima t ely as long 

as the ~epllbl i c , t he NIA hns pl aced its stud ents in almost 

every r1ePar t ment 2Eo. agency of government . '.I:he role of the 

NIA ha s ~jeen ~;2 rt L~ illo.rly siJ,nj_fican t in provid ing trained 

admtnist r ators to serve in provinci a l a dmini stration . Lack 

of physical security and phys ical comfort have mad e provincial 

a2signments tE12tt:ract ive:; ye t :Lt i s a t the local l evel vrhere 

good administrat ion i s c os t nBeded if the Government of 

Vietnam i s to receive t he suppor t of its rural popul a tion . 

By 1960 , two NIA grRdua te s were already s erving as 1 
province c :~_ j_ efs J 13 as denLi. t y provin ce chiefs ' 23 as distric t "' 

chiefs; 18 as chiefs of service; and 55 as bur eau chiefs. 

The impFct of the NIA wil l ~e ircreasin~ly fel t as I ns titute 

eradllntes i ncrease in numbe r 2nd , in t ime , a re promo ted to 

~o l icy ma~ing positions . 

What effect these gr aduat es wil l eventLwll y have on the 

character of' Vietnr: r8.ese lmreaucracy •rill be in p2.rt dete r mined 

by thei r socia l, economic , geographical , and rel i g i ous bac k­

ground. The present s tudy ~s an atte~p t t o provide sllch a 

profi le of NIA studen ts . 
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Preface

The National Institute of Administration is the primary

source of recruitment for the middle echelons of civil service

in Vietnam. In its brief existence, approximately as long

as the Republic, the NIA has placed its students in almost

every department and agency of government. The role of the

NIA has been particularly significant in providing trained

administrators to serve in provincial administration. Lack

of physical security and physical comfort have made provincial

assignments unattractive; yet it is at the local level where

good administration is most needed if the Government of

Vietnam is to receive the support of its rural population.

By 1960, two NIA graduates were already serving as

province chiefs; 13 as deputy province chiefs; 23 as district

chiefs; 18 as chiefs of service; and 55 as bureau chiefs.

The impact of the NIA will be increasingly felt as Institute

graduates increase in number and, in time, are promoted to

policy making positions.

What effect these graduates will eventually have on the

character of Vietnemese bureaucracy will be in part determined

by their social, economic, geographical, and religious back-

ground. The present study is an attempt to provide such a

profile of NIA students.



2 

The autho r wishes to expres s his thank s to the Rector , 

the Vice Rector , and the F ~ culty of the Ra tiona l Institute 

of Adm~nistrat ion fo r· faci lita ting t he accumulet ion of da ta 

included in t~~s sarvey . He has a l so be en ass i s t ed by the 

advice end criticism of the Publ ic Administ r at ion Div ision 

of the liichigan State Uni ve rsity Advisory Group . 
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The author wishes to express his thanks to the Rector,

the Vice Rector, and the Faculty of the National Institute

of Administration for facilitating the accumulation of data

included in this survey. He has also been assisted by the

advice and criticism of the Public Administration Division

of the Michigan State University Advisory Group.
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Biogra,Phical Background 

This s urvey i s based on a questionnaire submitted to 140 

srtud.e'nts · out of a t otal enrollment of 144 in the Nat ional 
,.,., , . 

Institute of Administration during the fir s t s emest er of the 

acad emic year 1959 - 60 . All res pondents a re classified as 

either BJt-:u1ar or G-ovr:; r m.ent st udents , depending upon how t hey 

qualifi ~ d f or a d1 i ss ion to the NIA. Regular students are those 

who enter~! d the NIA aft er su.ccessful l y taking qualifying 

examina tions open t o anyone be tween the ag es of 18 and 25 holding 

the second Baccal aur ea t degr-ee . Th ose classi f ied e.s g; overnrnent 

students are not r e qUi~ed to have · tho second Baccalaurea t degree; 

however,., they mus t pas s the same examj_nation as that ad-mini stered 

t0 .. other stur~en ts. as wel l as have attained the rank of Tham 

Su (roughl y t ranslat ed as Section Head:) . The age limit for 

go¥e~nment ·ntud ents i d 30 years pr0viding the student has at 

l east 5 years of f ov e~nment servi~e. 

Both categories of students are s ubsidized by the government 

"during t he i r three years of study at the NIA: Regula r students 

r 'ec ei ve a stipen d of 2 , 000 piaster'El., pe r month ; government students 
' 

continue to rec.e i ve tche_i r f ull salary . .Rec;ular· students ' are 

expected to take o~e month of ~ilitary tra ining each year and 

all students are oblig2ted to work f or the government for at l east 

ten years upon gra du2tion. Of the 140 students qu$stioned, 116 

were reg ulPr studept s and 2 4 were f r om g overnment s e rvice. Only 

8 responde~ts were women , . 4 regul a r and 4 government ctudents • 
• 
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Biographical Background

This survey is based on a questionnaire submitted to 140

students out of a total enrollment of 144 in the National

Institute of Administration during the first semester of the

academic year 1959-60. All respondents are classified as

either Regular or Government students, depending upon how they

qualified for admission to the NIA. Regular students are those

who entered the NIA after successfully taking qualifying

examinations open to anyone between the ages of 18 and 25 holding

the second Baccalaureat degree. Those classified as government

students are not required to have the second Baccalaureat degree;

however, they must pass the same examination as that administered

to other students as well as have attained the rank of Tham

Su (roughly translated as Section Head). The age limit for

government students is 30 years providing the student has at

least 5 years of government service.

Both categories of students are subsidized by the government

during their three years of study at the NIA: Regular students

receive a stipend of 2,000 piasters per month; government students

continue to receive their full salary. Regular students are

expected to take one month of military training each year and

all students are obligated to work for the government for at least

ten years upon graduation. Of the 140 students questioned, 116

were regular students and 24 were from government service. Only

8 respondents were women, 4 regular and 4 government students.
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Resp ondents repres ented each of the fo ur c l asses (promotions 

enrolled in the NIA ;r:a·nging from promotion l/:4, the graduating 

.,. 9las s , to PfOmotion #7 , the beginning c lass . A new promotion 

begins each ys2r and is mad e up of the entering class which 

keeps i t~ promot ion i dent i t y throughout the three year progr am . 

The presen ce of four promotiona in this survey r esults f rom the 

fac t th·~. t th8 NIA chc.ng .ad its acaden~ic calendar in 1959 and 

a ccepted un addi tiona l class ot the time . Although the Institute 

wi ll event ually have an enro llment of 300 students , t h e l arges t 

_ single pr ,orrio:tion i n this sci.rvey con-Cains but 58 s tudents . 

Cl assi f ic a tion of Government and 
Regul a r Students by Promotion 

Promotion ! Gover nmen t I Regul a r All -

I ·1=s:udrs Studentq Students 
1 I !~ O • j o/o 

I 
No . % Na.·· % 

I 

4 ! 7 29.2 
I 

18 15 .5 25 17 .. 9 

5 5 20.8 11 9 . 5 16 11.4 

6 7 29.2 34 29.3 41 2-9. 3 

7 5 ' 120 . 8 53 45.7 58 41.4 

100% 100% Tota l 24 1100% 116 140 

. i 

~h~ medi an age for NIA s tudent s is just under 23 . Regular 

students have a median a s e of 22, and are almost five years 

~ounge r than gove rnment students. Only one of 115 regular stude~ 

respondents is above the age of 26 whereas 6 of 22 government 
-

~tudents fall within the ages of 35 and 38. 

4

Respondents represented each of the four classes (promotions

enrolled in the NIA ranging from promotion #4, the graduating

class, to promotion #7, the beginning class. A new promotion

begins each year and is made up of the entering class which

keeps its promotion identity throughout the three year program.

The presence of four promotions in this survey results from the

fact that the NIA changed its academic calendar in 1959 and

accepted an additional class at the time. Although the Institute

will eventually have an enrollment of 300 students, the largest

single promotion in this survey contains but 58 students.

Table I

Classification of Government and
Regular Students by Promotion

Government Regular AllPromotion
StudentsStudentsStudents

%%%No. No.No.

17.97 15.51829.2 254

16 11.49.555 20.8 11

6 7 29.329.329.2 34 41

45.7 58 41.47 20.85 53

100% 100%100%Total 116 14024

The median age for NIA students is just under 23. Regular

students have a median age of 22, and are almost five years

younger than government students. Only one of 115 regular studen

réspondents is above the age of 26 whereas 6 of 22 government

students fall within the ages of 35 and 38.



Table ,II 

Aee Distributiort of 
Government and RegulBr Studertts4.t 

T- Age Goycrmnen~R.egul ar All 
0 ~ d t S" d ~ ~ t d t I uv~....§1!....:...~ ·~L~-u;..;..;.;..e~n~-~v~s-. ....,....~u~U--'e~n ___ s~__, 

j I 
'! 18 0 I 1 1 --·----·----·-- --- -·-- -r--·- - - ---1-------

I _ .1.: __ __ ·-·- _____ l ·~·~--·-----1--------~---- --+-- · ____ 10 _________ _ 
1- --~~--------.. 0 I 15 ___ 

1 
___ 1_5 __ _ 

I 21 o --r- 23 23 i:--22 -~ 2 . ~--1_9_·--_--+-'-.---2_1 __ 

i 23 1 i 16 17 --·-----· ----.-·--- ·- ------ - ----+----- ·-4-----------
24 3 18 21 

·- ··----·- ----~--------- ---1---------+--------
25 . .2 8 

- -- ·-·----- ·-+-----------
26 2 g 

-·------ - ------·- ------ -+-----·-------·· 

I 27 2· 2 .· 

1 · --28:-------~--i-t ____ 'O---~<----------~- ____ o _ _ . -----· 

- __ 2_9 7-------~ -·--2 ____ _j ___ 1 ____ -r-- __ 3~-

. ~--i·---:--
30 0 

31 :o 
>----··- ----------- ---·--

32 1 

33 0 0 0 
C--··------+----- - ---- --·-1 

34 0 0 ! 0 . -0--1 1 _?5 ______ ~-- _1 __ +-.. ------ 1----·-----... 

1._ .2_S_ ·--------·-+----- 2 ~~---- 0 · _g_ ___ __ _ 
j __ _ 3_7 ____ .. ,___ .. _ . _ _ 1 ___ ·-+-----0·---+----1 __ _ 
I 38 2 0 2 

Total l\JO . 

Respondents 22 115 1 37 

*Three students did not reveal their age . 

~*The re quirement that government student s serve for five 
·ears before being eligible for a dmiss ion to NIA is somet imes 
vai ved . 

Table II

Age Distribution of
Government and Regular Students

Age Government AllRegular
Students StudentsStudents

18 0 11

1**19 9 10

20 0 15 15

21 0 2323

22 2 19 21

23 161 17

24 3 18 21

25 62 8

26 72 9

27 2 0 2

28 0 0 0

29 2 l 3

30 0 0 0

31 0 0 0

32 1 0 l

33 0 0 0

34 0 0 0

35 1 l0

35 2 0 2

37 1 0 I

38 2 0 2

Total No.
Respondents 22 115 137

*Three students did not reveal their age.
*The requirement that government students serve for five
rears before being eligible for admission to NIA is sometimes
vaived.
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The m3rit a l status of [ Ovarnment students and regular 
\. 't 

students i s manif~stly different~ Almost two - thirds of governEen 
~ 

s tudents a:r~ "n'arde<J., vr:1ile 'only islightly more than one out of 

ten r egular students is ma rried . The obvious explana tion for this 

di fference i s the greater age a~d higher income of t he govern-

ment s t ud ents who had al rea dy cst9bli s h ed t heir civil service 

caree~s prio r t o ente r ing the NIA . 

T~:i.bl.c III 

Barital Sts t us of Goyernmcnt 
and Reeul r-ir· Stud. en.t s 

t 
l Marita l jGover nnwnt Reg-uTar All 
i ___ St §._t_;u_s'----·--tfi:-~ uc~ er~t ;.s ---,l~~S_t_u,,....1d_e_n_t~s ______ S_t_u_a..,_e_n_t_s_ 

. j -

25 17.9 

1 0 . 7 

2 1 . 4 

I, I fl.9~· -+. __ °It~. T N 0 • 4 1~ N 0 • ' I % 

1 Single 9 37. 5 : 103 J 88 .-8 112 80 

I :::::::d 15 162.5 i 1: I 0~;6 
I I I I Widowed II 2 1.7 

! · Tot a l No • 
1 

I Respond,onts 24 1100% 116 ! 100% 
L--~~~~~~~~~--'-~--~.-~.~~~~~~~ .......... ~~~~_...~~~~ 

1 40 100% 

6

The marital status of government students and regular

students is manifestly different. Almost two-thirds of governmen

students are married, while only slightly more than one oût of

ten regular students is married. The obvious explanation for this

difference is the greater age and higher income of the govern-

ment students who had already established their civil service

careers prior to entering the NIA.

Table III

Marital Status of Government
and Regular Students

Marital Government AllRegular
StudentsStatus Students Students

% %%No. No. No.

9Single 37.5 103 88.8 80112

62.5Married 8.615 17.92510

Divorced 0.70.9 11-- ---

Widowed 1.41.7 22--

Total No.
100% 100%100% 116Respondents 14024
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\> 

Out of a total of 28 iilarried students , three government 

and six regular students have n o chi ldren . The r~~aining 19 

mArried students have 2. combined total of 64 children . _ Again 
' "' 

there anpears R di f f erenc e between regular and government 

students~ the thirteen mR rried rcgul2r students have a total 

of only 17 children whereas 15 morried eovernment students 

have a t otal of 47 children . 

Tab le IV 

NIA Students with Children 

-----·-------
I 

Number of 1Governnent 1· Regulaf - i 
Children !Students Students J 

------, 

All 
Student s 

!Classified by Classified by 
~~-1 ..... i l~fo-~f Childr~ 1~9-!_~4£_~~------1 

~ I 3 f : -----+-I--:--, 
-~· ,;---I 3 I ----1--3-

,--------/~~----t- 2 . ---t-- 2 

1--- ~1-----

1-- : t- : r-·-:---- 3 

1----- 1 -----r----1·-----+---= ------------+-"--:---
__ _____ 8 ___ _______ j___ - _ ___ J_ -

I I I 0 - - -~--- ------·1----------- ------- -+------- ---·----j--------

1 To-t a~ 1,f0-:---f 
1 i-- - -+--1 - --.

1 

I of i3-::udents j 12 7 I 1 9 

I ·+n I 
WJ,,. .,.., ;:i ·-11- ·1 I ,· cnl.L\ '. re 

' l --~-- ~'-·~ J 
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Out of a total of 28 married students, three government

and six regular students have no children. The remaining 19

married students have a combined total of 64 children. Again

there appears a difference between regular and government

students: the thirteen married regular students have a total

of only 17 children whereas 15 married government students

have a total of 47 children.

Table IV

NIA Students with Children

Number of Government Regular All
Children Students Students Students

Classified by Classified by
No. of Children No. of Children

1 3 3 6

2 2 2-

3 3 3-

24 2-

5 1 2 3

6 1 1-

7 l 1-

8 0- -

9 1 1-

Total No.
of Students 12 7 19
with
children



Geof._ra12hical Background of $·tudertts ·· '"i ,, ·--

Vi e t nam ' s geography ~as been an obs t ac le to national 

unity . A 'rugged terrain , elongated s~ape , and dense fo~ests 

and jungles have made j_nte:rnal co:mmuni cat i ons difficult·. 

VietnaEese Lmity bRs been further handicapped by a com...rnon border 

with China, often vjola ted by invasions follo~ed by long periods 

of Chines e dom:Lnation . The extensive coast of Vj_e tnan: :facj_l i tate1 

French penetration in the 19t h Century and enabled Prance to 

keep Vietnam in colonial statu2 : and ·disunited . Althoueh national 

ism rema ined strong in VietnaL, i t existed s ide by side with 

firrrc sectional loyal ties >'rhich often s eeIJ1ed a substitute for 

frustrated nationalism. rrench colonial po lic y in Inda - China 

deliberately encouraged rebional consciousn ess and autonomy 

as a ffieans -o :f preventing Tonkin , .Ar:;.nam, and Cochin- China from 

conb i~1'.ing in a com.D.on struggle for national independence. 

___ The demi se of cclonialisr:-; in Vietnar.1 did n ot bri ng uni ty 

along v1 i th independ e:cic e . Tt.e Gei'leva Ae:reernen ts of 195 4 provi ded 

for the establj_s.t.me:;.1_t of t v-vo Vietr:.an ese states , a con1munist 

3ta t e of Vj_etnam north of the 17th p2rallal and a Repub lic of 

Vi e tnam south of the divi dir:.g line . Ths Geneva agreements 

also provided that for a s~e cified period of time residents from 

either side of the 17th parallel could re l ocate freely either 

in the No:r.th or in the So uth . Durin£ t 1:is pe r iod- of free move -

ment , t~10re was P.n es-!:"irr.ated 900,000 Vi e tnar:!ese who 9hose to 

rr:ake Pie J. ong exodus to the South . 0:.vily a minute f r action of 

th '=' t number chose to resettle i n the Nor th . 

8

Geographical Background of Students

Vietnam's geography has been an obstacle to national

unity. A "rugged terrain, elongated shape, and dense forests

and jungles have made internal communications difficult.

Vietnamese unity has been further handicapped by a common border

with China, often violated by invasions followed by long periods

of Chinese domination. The extensive coast of Vietnam facilitated

French penetration in the 19th Century and enabled France to

keep Vietnam in colonial status and disunited. Although national

ism remained strong in Vietnam, it existed side by side with

firm sectional loyalties which often seemed a substitute for

frustrated nationalism. French colonial policy in Indo-China

deliberately encouraged regional consciousness and autonomy

as a means of preventing Tonkin, Annam, and Cochin-China from

combining in a common struggle for national independence.

The demise of colonialism in Vietnam did not bring unity

along with independence. The Geneva Agreements of 1954 provided

for the establishment of two Vietnamese states, a communist

State of Vietnam north of the 17th parallel and a Republic of

Vietnam south of the dividing line. The Geneva agreements

also provided that for a specified period of time residents from

either side of the 17th parallel could relocate freely either

in the North or in the South. During this period. of free move-

ment, there was an estimated 900,000 Vietnamese who chose to

make the long exodus to the South. Only a minute fraction of

that number chose to resettle in the North.
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The present survey asked three questions relative to t~e 

important issue of geographicrll background: (1) place of birth; 

(2) residence at time of pa~iitidtt; ~3) parents ' present place 

of residence. Of 138 ~tudents indic ~ting their pla ce of birth 

in Vietnan , 73 (52 .9%) were born south of the 17th parallel 

and 65 ( 41.1%) in the North. Mos t of tho s e students born in 

the North c arr e South as refugees after the pa rtition of Vietnam . 

Prior t o p~rtition, only five Northerners had ffii grated 

to the Sout~1 and three So u.the rners settled in the Ncrth. After 

partition, 64 NIA students ente red the South as refugees (45 . 7% 

of all NIA students). Of these 64 stadents , only nine have 

parents still residing in Communist Nort h Vietnan . 

I 
Location 

I 
I 

Table V 

Student Resi :1ent Pat terns in Terms 
of North Vi et~am and South Vi e tnam 

I Birthplace 
I 

Residence at time ! 
I 
I -1---- ---- -

% 

of Partition in I 
1954 I 

No . % 

Present 
Residence 
of Parents 

No . % \ No. ! -
!Whet is I i 

I presently 6 <:; 47.1 £Jorth Viet- I ~· 

ll8ID I 
64 45 . 7 9 6 .7 

Wh,g_ t is 
I 

present l y_ I !~~~th Viet- 73 52 . 9 76 54 . 3 126 l 93 . 3 
I 

I 
I 

I 
Total 138 * 1 00;16 1 40 100% 135*4 100% 

i 
! 

*One student indicated no birthplace; one student was born in 
C?.mbodia . 

**Five students whose parerits are deceased did not inaicate a 
fami l y residenc e. 
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The present survey asked three questions relative to the

important issue of geographical background: (1) place of birth;

(2) residence at time of partition; (3) parents' present place

of residence. Of 138 students indicating their place of birth

in Vietnam, 73 (52.9%) were born south of the 17th parallel

and 65 (41.1%) in the North. Most of those students born in

the North care South as refugees after the partition of Vietnam.

Prior to partition, only five Northerners had migrated

to the South and three Southerners settled in the North. After

partition, 64 NIA students entered the South as refugees (45.7%

of all NIA students). Of these 64 students, only nine have

parents still residing in Communist North Vietnam.

Table V

Student Resident Patterns in Terms
of North Vietnam and South Vietnam

Residence at time PresentBirthplaceLocation
of Partition in Residence

of Parents1954

%%% No.No.No.

What is
presently 65 64 6.747.1 45.7 9North Viet-
nam

What is
presently
South Viet- 52.9 7673 12654.3 93.3
nam

100%100%100%Total 138* 135*140

*One student indicated no birthplace; one student was born in
Cambodia.

Five students whose parents are deceased did not indicate a
family residence.
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A breakdo~'m of the geographical data provided by respon­

dents revea l s that fa~ili e s of ~ tudents were highly mobi le 

even prior t6 the eyacuation t o the South in 1954- 55. In both 

the North Rnd E: c.nth , there was a merked tendency to take up 

resi denc e in Vi e tnarr's l argest cities , Hanoi and Saigon . Of 

65 students born in the North , 20 were born itl Hanoi and 45 

were born e~sewhere i n what is now Nort h Vietnam. Yet , at 

the time of parti~ion , the number residing in Hanoi had more 

t -han doub led to 46 . A s i milar u.rban trend took place in the 

South . Only 11 stlldents were born in Saigon , but by the Su.rr,rr:e r 

of 1954 the nu.mber hnd increased to 27 . By late 1959 , of 135 

s tudents wi th li7ing parent s , almost half gave as their parent ' s 

residence the greater Saig 2n are a . 

The growth o:f Sa igon ' s population before partition was 

mainly at the expense of the region to the south of the capital 

where the respondent popul2tion fell from 3 6 to 24 in the years 

betwee~ b irth ~nd 1 954 . Although t he survey does not reveal 

a s~ecific date for these po~u.lation shif ts , there i s reason 

to believe tha t they occurred during the long milita ry struggl e 

in Vietnam and were prompted by a des i re on the part of the 

st ud ent families to live in Saigon 2nd Hano i rather than the 

more insecure areas of the countryside . If this explanation 

i s a pplicable to the general po pLll2 tion--which the writer thinks 

is the cas e--the rapid gr owth of Saigon since 1945 can in grea t 

measure ube attr ibuted to insecurity in the countryside rather 

than the "urban pu.11 . 11 

10

A breakdown of the geographical data provided by respon-

dents reveals that families of students were highly mobile

even prior to the evacuation to the South in 1954-55. In both

the North and South, there was a marked tendency to take up

residence in Vietnam's largest cities, Hanoi and Saigon. Of

65 students born in the North, 20 were born in Hanoi and 45

were born elsewhere in what is now. North Vietnam. Yet, at

the time of partition, the number residing in Hanoi had more

than doubled to 46. A similar urban trend took place in the

South. Only ll students were born in Saigon, but by the Summer

of 1954 the number had increased to 27. By late 1959, of 135

students with living parents, almost half gave as their parent's

residence the greater Saigon area.

The growth of Saigon's population before partition was

mainly at the expense of the region to the south of the capital

where the respondent population fell from 36 to 24 in the years

between birth and 1954. Although the survey does not reveal

a specific date for these population shifts, there is reason

to believe that they occurred during the long military struggle

in Vietnam and were prompted by a desire on the part of the

student families to live in Saigon and Hanoi rather than the

more insecure areas of the countryside. If this explanation

is applicable to the general population--which the writer thinks

is the case--the rapid growth of Saigon since 1945 can in great

measuredbe attributed to insecurity in the countryside rather

than the "urban pull."
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Tabl e VI 

Regiona l Breakdown of St udents ' B~rthplac e~ 

i--Birthpl~ce ·Government St udents Regular Students !All : ' 

i 

Students 
! I No. No . % No . t % 
~ · 

. I : 

'·- -~~~~~i~· ~-~ ~~----+' -·-·_1_6_._1--+ __ 1_6 _ _, ----1r---1_4~·-0__,.;_2_0_-t1_1_4_. 5 
-. Elsewhere · : lj j 
.• ·1n v.-~a. t t .. hi s ; -: ' . ,.1 I 1 6 . 7 41 36. o ·, . 45 i 32 . 6.· 

now l~or ' , j · 
Yietnam j ! ! 

,____ -+---~~---t----<'r--i---~-~r-----r----

Sai gon­
Ch0 l on 2 

! 
l 
I 

' 8 .3 
i 

9 1,9 ~ I 11 8 .0 
,-.~--:·------ 1---------+------+.-------+-~-~---;1-----t------j 

I n t1ie area; . i 
S.o u th 0 f : 9 I 3 7 • 5 I 2 7 2 3 • 7 - i 3 6 
Sa i gon i L I . j· i 

____ .. ____ __j__. ----- -·--t : I 
In ~vha t i :s T · , · : i , 

Now: C entra~ j I ,I 

Reg;i ons of I : ' 
·south . I;- - · ! I 
Vietnam*~ . I _ 5 ___ -+-___ 20 . 8 + -·_2_1 __ ---+-_ _ 1_a_, .• _4_1 _1 _2$ 

26 .1 

18 . 8 

Total .. 24- l oo ,6 l 114 iob% 138 
I j 100% 

---------'---~·-"------·_J 

4 -1 r egular student indi cat ed n o bi~thplace 
-1 r eg ular student was born j_n Ca.moodi a 

**-For purp oses of t hi s survey , t he Cent r al Regions a r e t hos e 
provinc es ex t ending nor t h f rom gr ea te r Saig on t o the 17th 
pa rall el. The actual regions officially designat ed Central 
Lowl8nds and Central Ei ghlands does not extend as fa r south 
a s t h is survey def i n i tion . 
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Table VI

Regional Breakdown of Students' Birthplace

Birthplace Government Students Regular Students All Students

% % %No. No. No.

Hanoi 16.7 164 14.0 20 14.5

Elsewhere
in what is 36.016.7 32.64 41 45now North
Vietnam

Saigon-
799Cholon 2 8.3 9 8.011

In the area
23.7-South of 37.5 369 27 26.1

Saigon ?

In what is
Now Central
Regions of
South

18.4 26Vietnam 18.820.85 21

100%100% 100%Total 24 114 138

*-1 regular student indicated no birthplace
-1 regular student was born in Cambodia

-For purposes of this survey, the Central Regions are those
provinces extending north from greater Saigon to the 17th
parallel. The actual regions officially designated Central
Lowlands and Central Highlands does not extend as far south
as this survey definition.



Table VII 

Reg iona l Breakdown of 
Res i dence at Time of Partition i n, 1 954 

Re&i-d ence 
i n 1954 

G·ove 

]IT 
.1. 0 

__ :a_==_~~~ ----+ • 6 

El s evihere in I 
v1h8 t is now 
if . Vietnam 

• , - SQ~g~~~ ~ +'~~---~ 
I n tl1e A.. ea . 
S·outh of ·. I • 6 

.. 

rmnent 

. I 

. . 

.. 

i 
Students I 

% I 
I 

i 
25 . 0 ! 

i -· 

I 
-- ·-- - ! 

i 

I 25.0 

I 
, 1 

I l 25 . 0 
. ·-- - ... ~----=-·-. - -. - ·· I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

Saigon t 
I ;~WW~~~ i; - - --

i 25 . 0 
I 

I I 

! 
! I 

I i .. 
i 

Central I 6 
Regions of i 

s. Vietnam __._I- -

Reg ula r Students 

No. i % I 
I i4 0 I 34.5 i 
I 
I 

I 18 I 15.5 
I 

I 
I 

21 I 18 .1 .. 
- -+---·--

I 
l .S I 15.5 I 

I· 
I 

i 
19 I 

16 . 4 I 

I 
i 
i j 

j 

.I 
.. T otal ~- I, 

I 
i 

24 I 100% !.- 116 lOOfS .. i 
' f I 

·~ . ~ -

I 

i; ·; ' 

. 
. 

All Students 

No. ~ % 

46 
r~2--~-

18 12.8 
·- --------

27 19 .. 3 
r·-- • .. 

24 17.1 

·~ - - . 

25 17.9 
I I 

"'" .-. 
I 

·-· 

I 

100% jl-40 
j ! i 

I 

" -
-

: 
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Table VII

Regional Breakdown of
Residence at Time of Partition in 1954

Government Students Regular Students All Students
Residence

%%%in 1954 No No. No.

6Hanoi 46 32.925.0 40 34.5

Elsewhere in
what is now
N. Vietnam 12.815.518 18

Saigon-
6Cholon 25.0 18.1 19.321 27

In the Area
South of 6 15.51825.0 17.124to

Saigon

In what is
now the

6Central 16.425.0 19 17.925
Regions of
S. Vietnam

100% 100%100%116Total 14024

9:



j Parent' s 
, Present 
Residence 

1:3 

Table VIII 

Jeg i o11al Brenkd.O\'ffi of 
'"' ~t- I -p1 +' R . -karen s -~ace o~ esi a ence 

at I'resent 

l 
Hanoi I 4 3. 0 

-~1se~~~~ e in --+------r· ----'"------r--------- ·-j 

what is no"' l r-; " 4 ';( 7 vv _, • _, I ..) . 
N. Vietnam 

1
i 

----- I ------+------+-----1----;-t-----
('< • • '1 I 0a1 gon I 

1 _1n_c~:~~~e~--- t __ 11. - ---~t- 52_~~-5 __ 2 __ __,.... ___ ...,.-.,_ 
46. 7 

24 .-4" South of _L 2 10.5 J 31 
Saigon _ I 

- - -----'----- --~-----+------4----..,,.---+----t-----
I 

In what is nowl 
the Central 
iteg i ons of j 
S. Vi e tnam 1 

5 

----·-·-- -r------
Total 1 

I 
! 

19 

I 
I 

26.3 I 2s l 

I ! I ! i 

I 
100% !116 

i 
I 

4Pive gove rnment students indicated no present 
resi der..c e fo r their p8.Tent.s. 

22 .2 

100% 
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Table VIII

Regional Breakdown of
Parent's Place of Residence

at Present

Government Students Regular Students All StudentsParent's
Present

% %Residence No. % No. No o

Hanoi 4 3.4 3.04- -

Elsewhere in
what is now 5.31 54 3.4 3.7
N. Vietnam

Saigon -

46.7Cholon 57.9 6311 52 44.9

In the Area
South of 10.5 26.72 31 24.433
Saigon

In what is now
the Central

26.35 21.625 30 22.2
Regions of
S. Vietnam

100% 100% 100%Total 11619 135

*Five government students indicated no present
residence for their parents.
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The three preceding tables (VI , VII , and VIII ) po int to 

several prominent ch2racteristics of UIA students: 

1. I f birthpl a ce is considered exc lusively ( Table VI), 

NIA students constitute a fairly equitable representation of 

all ma jor geographic regions of Vietnam , including North and 

South. The only exception is the lack of representation of 

the Vietnamese Hi:zhJ..ands ( Prrn) '.72-.tere cul tural differ enc es have 

mad e it difficult for the indigenous Bontagn2rd population to 

compete on equal terms with otter Vietngmese . 

2. Considering the fact that approximately 8% of the 

total South Vietnamese populPtion is rEde up of r~fugees , 

this group comprising 45 . 7% of NIA students i s heavily over­

represented (S:e-ble Vfr ). A po.rtia l explanetion for this over-

representation i·s the· part i cnl2r appeal thet --nrA sc}' olo.rships 

h~ve hnd for refugees , nany of whom left their property and 

possessions in the F"Drth . The s e for:r:.e:r resid.eEts of the Nor th 

h~ve often displayed vigor and initiative , qual ities which 

have given them access to favorable positions . 

3 . Saigon , Tiith aprroxirnately ll% of the total population 

of South Vietnam is the f amily resi1en ce of 46.7% of NIA 
. 

students ( Table 7III). To gn extent , this situation is a con-

sequence of the number of student refugee fari1ilies who have 

settled in Saigo~ . lVIOJ..'e inrporta:nt , howeve_r , i t re fl ec ts t he 

educational 2dvantages of Saigon in 6ontrast with othe~ cities .. . 
and villag es in Vietnam ~here fewe r stuaents obtain 2dequate 

edu.ca.tion. Until educational. facilities ::i re improved outside 

14

The three preceding tables (VI, VII, and VIII) point to

several prominent characteristics of NIA students:

1. If birthplace is considered exclusively (Table VI),

NIA students constitute a fairly equitable representation of

all major geographic regions of Vietnam, including North and

South. The only exception is the lack of representation of

the Vietnamese Highlands (PMS) where cultural differences have

made it difficult for the indigenous Montagnard population to

compete on equal terms with other Vietnemese.

2. Considering the fact that approximately 8% of the

total South Vietnamese population is made up of refugees,

this group comprising 45.7% of NIA students is heavily over-

represented (Table VII) A partial explanation for this over-

representation is the particular appeal that NIA scholarships

have had for refugees, many of whom left their property and

possessions in the North. These former residents of the North

have often displayed vigor and initiative, qualities which

have given them access to favorable positions.

3. Saigon, with approximately 11% of the total population

of South Vietnam is the family residence of 46.7% of NIA

students (Table VIII). To an extent, this situation is a con-

sequence of the number of student refugee families who have

settled in Saigon. More important, however, it reflects the

educational advantages of Saigon in contrast with other cities

and villages in Vietnam where fewer students obtain adequate

education. Until educational facilities are improved outside
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of Saigon , it is mor e than likely that Saigon wi ll continue 

to contribute a di sproportionat e number ot studen ts who will 

be ac ademically qualified for a dmi t tance to the NIA. Since 

this surv ey wa~ ~ade there has b een evidence that this situation 

i s being s l owly co rrect ed and t he number of NIA students f rom 

outlying provinces is increasing . Rel e tively goo d educational 

opportiJ"n:i. tie s a.re now Elvai l a b i 8 :Ln Hue , Dal at , My Tho, and 

els ewher e; fur t herr'.'.ore , the NI A i.e enp,aging in a more vigorous 

policy of stuctent recr ~itment throughout Vi etnam . 
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of Saigon, it is more than likely that Saigon will continue

to contribute a disproportionate number of students who will

be academically qualified for admittance to the NIA. Since

this survey was made there has been evidence that this situation

is being slowly corrected and the number of NIA students from

outlying provinces is increasing. Relatively good educational

opportunities are now available in Hue, Dalat, My Tho, and

elsewhere; furthermore, the NIA is engaging in a more vigorous

policy of student recruitment throughout Vietnam.
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A survey of Teligious affiliations of NIA students presents 

many: spec ial probl ems . T:.e Vietnan~ese people have a strong 

spiritua l beni; however, the g r ea t variety of reli[ious 

expression asong Vi etnames~ is not fully reflected i n formal 

religious gro~pirigs . E7en ' Bud dhi sm , the dominant religion 

of Vietn~m , i~ a ioosely organized faith that has been the s ourc e 

of nume r ous local sects . Some of these sects, such as the Cao 

~ai and Hoa Hao , have developed their own ch aracte r to the 

poin t th2t they Eay be considered as separate forms of religious 

e:xpres :J ion apart fro,-;-~ Bu_ C. dhims .• 

The present survey listed six possible cho i ces pertaini ng 

to r eligious affili a tion : (1) Buddhist, (2 ) Cao Da i , (3 ) Ca tholic, 

( 4 ) ihoslem, (5) Protestant , and ( 6) No Reli gj_on . \Flhi le tlJ.ere 

are othnr religious identlficatione that could have been listed , 

i t was dec id ed tc include only those relig ions tha t had an 

i nstitutional b2se. Bec a use CJnfucianism in Vi e tnam , as else ­

where, lac ks a clergy , chur ch, or a high degree of formal 

unity , and because many Coni~cianists a re 2lso Buddhists , it 

was excluded from t h e above listing although it is widespread 

in Vie tnaE and i 2 s ometimes more than a philosophy to many of 

it s adherents. Ani mism ane t he practice of ancestral worship 

were also excluded from the relic ious listing on the ground 

th8.t these practices do not constitute a form~l religion and , 

indeed , p e ~meate all reli g ions in tha country . 
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Religious Affiliation

A survey of religious affiliations of NIA students presents

many special problems. The Vietnamese people have a strong

spiritual bent; however, the great variety of religious

expression among Vietnamese is not fully reflected in formal

religious groupings. Even Buddhism, the dominant religion

of Vietnam, is a loosely organized faith that has been the source

of numerous local sects. Some of these sects, such as the Cao

Dai and Hoa Hao, have developed their own character to the

point that they may be considered as separate forms of religious

expression apart from Buddhims.

The present survey listed six possible choices pertaining

to religious affiliation: (1) Buddhist, (2) Cao Dai, (3) Catholic,

(4) Moslem, (5) Protestant, and (6) No Religion. While there

are other religious identifications that could have been listed,

it was decided to include only those religions that had an

institutional base. Because Confucianism in Vietnam, as else-

where, lacks a clergy, church, or a high degree of formal

unity, and because many Confucianists are also Buddhists, it

was excluded from the above listing although it is widespread

in Vietnam and is sometimes more than a philosophy to many of

its adherents. Animism and the practice of ancestral worship

were also excluded from the religious listing on the ground

that these practices do not constitute a formal religion and,

indeed, permeate all religions in the country.
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The l~rges~ ~ingle religious group at the NIA is Buddhi st, 

practiced by 76 s tud ents . Cathol{cism, with 25 adherents , i s 

the only 'o ther relig1- on which has rrore than two members among 

NIA students . Sjgnificant ly , 33 students indicated that they 

have no religion . It is impossible to compare these NIA figur es 

with the natiohal re ligious configuration AS there has been 

no religious census in Vi ntnam. Most estimates place the percen-

tage or Bu_dd!1ists in Viet:nr1_· Rt B. h i ghs r figure than the 54 . 7% 

attendinG the NIA. Conversely , the percentage of Cetholics in 

South Vi etnam has been estirnc..ted at 10%, a lower fj_ g ure than 

the 18% attending the NIA. 

Note : 

Tai:J le IX 

Relig ious Affiliat ions of NIA Students 

Re l i g ion Students i 
i 
I --- ·--· _ ___ , _________ ______ _ ·---·-·- ·· ! 

Buddhi sm 

C8 tholic isn~ 

Protestant i sm 

nfos l em 

Cao Daism 

No Religion 

Total 

No . 
i------·· ··-

l 
! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
I 
! 
I 

i 
I 

76 

25 

2 

2 

1 

33 

1 39 ~ 

i 

I 
I 
I 
l 

\ 

_'fc_o ___ \ 

54 . 7 

18 . 0 

1 . 4 

1 . 4 

0 .1 

23 . 8 

100% 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

--*One student did not spec j_fy :1:i.s religion ~ 

No respondent spe.c ifi ed 8. preferenc e other than those 
list ed above 21 thoue:;h t he ques tio:n.naire allowed for such 
an i ndication . 
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The largest single religious group at the NIA is Buddhist,

practiced by 76 students. Catholicism, with 25 adherents, is

the only other religion which has more than two members among

NIA students. Significantly, 33 students indicated that they

have no religion. It is impossible to compare these NIA figures

with the national religious configuration as there has been

no religious census in Vietnam. Most estimates place the percen-

tage of Buddhists in Vietner at a higher figure than the 54.7%

attending the NIA. Conversely, the percentage of Catholics in

South Vietnam has been estimated at 10%, a lower figure than

the 18% attending the NIA.

Table IX

Religious Affiliations of NIA Students

Religion Students

%No.

76 54.7Buddhism

18.0Catholicism 25

Protestantism 2 1.4

1.4Moslem 2

0.7Cao Daism 1

No Religion 23.833

100%139*Total

Note:
*One student did not specify his religion.

No respondent specified a preference other than those
listed above although the questionnaire allowed for such
an indication.



The r eJ i gious preferences of refugee and non- refuge e 

s tudents reveals an interesting pa t tern which differs from 

g enera l 8ssurrptions about the character of the two grou~s . 

Among 64 refup:ee stL1dents , Buddhism corm1ands the FJ.dl1ere:D:ce of: 

t wo thirds , whereas only 33 out of ·75 ( 447; ) non- refL1g ee students 

are Buddhi st s . Ca t hol icism is the r elig ious preference of but 

12 (18. 7%) _refugee stuG ents , a l mos t the same incidence as among 

non-refugees. The unus~al fe ature of these f i gures i s that 

they are ~ lmo st the converse of "Vhat mi ght be 2.nticipated in 

terms of the religious bac~grounds of the refugees who abandoned 

Corr.muni st lJ::: rth Vj. e tnam in t he pe r io d f ol ,lowj_ng t he Geneva 

part ition . Kos t estimates pl ace the numbe r of ref ugees in the 

general neight orhood o ·{' 900 , 000 9 and. of this nuITi.ber, about 75 -

85 per cent wer e C?tholic. It is cl ear from thes e firures that 

the gr eat number of students f r om the c i ty of Hanoi ( a l most one 

thi rd of a ll students ) is not a Catholi c group , but the mos t 

heavi l y concentrated group of Euddhj_sts fro m any area in Vi etnam. 
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The religious preferences of refugee and non-refugee

students reveals an interesting pattern which differs from

general assumptions about the character of the two groups.

Among 64 refugee students, Buddhism commands the adherence of

two thirds, whereas only 33 out of 75 (44%) non-refugee students

are Buddhists. Catholicism is the religious preference of but

12 (18.7%) refugee students, almost the same incidence as among

non-refugees. The unusual feature of these figures is that

they are almost the converse of what might be anticipated in

terms of the religious backgrounds of the refugees who abandoned

Communist North Vietnam in the period following the Geneva

partition. Most estimates place the number of refugees in the

general neighborhood of 900,000; and of this number, about 75--

85 per cent were Catholic. It is clear from these figures that

the great number of students from the city of Hanoi (almost one

third of all students) is not a Catholic group, but the most

heavily concentrated group of Buddhists from any area in Vietnam.
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I 

Table .X! 

Religious Affilia tion of Students 
and Flace of Residence in 1954 

(Ref uge e and Non-Refugee Students ) 

F.e l i gious 
Preference 

·--·- ---------· 

! 
L 

I 
i 

-
- 1-·J_o_r_t_h.-+li-ri_· _e_t_n_a_m_ --11 __ s_o_u_.t_h_ -+-V-i_e_t_;n_a=m====·1' No . '{b , No . J % 

Buddhism 43 67 . 2 33 44 . 0 

Catho l i cism 12 18.7 13 17 . 4 

Protestan~~sm l 1.6 
i 

l 1 . 3 
~fos lem 

I 

'! 2 2 . 7 

Cao Dai 1 1 . 3 

No Religion 8 12 . 5 25 33 . 3 

Total 64 1 00% 7 5 1 00% 
--·-· -···--·-.! 

(One student from the South cl id not i ndicate l'- i s religion ) 

Wh;:i t exphma ti on rnay be advanced for the fact tha t while 

more than three fourths of all tl1e refugees t o the South were 

Catholic , l ess than 2C per cent of the refug ees enro l l ed in the 

ITTA are Catholic anr t wo - t hirds are Bu1dhist? Th i s anomalous 

situ2tion is an outgrowth of the background of the refugee groups . 

The grea t influx of U~tholic refugees carre from a li~ited a r ea 

in North Vietnar-. , about 70 :r1iles Southeast of Hanoi and embra cing 

the provinces of Eui Chu , Pha t Di em . Thes e provL1c es :Ne re agri.-

cultural pr ovinces and the resid ent s of them r:.oved S,0L1th as a 

group un1 er the leadership of t~eir parish pries ts . Their move-

ment was not indi vidL-12.l but rather a transfer of entire cornmuni ties 

19

Table X

Religious Affiliation of Students
and Place of Residence in 1954

(Refugee and Non-Refugee Students)

North VietnamReligious South Vietnam
Preference

% %No. No.

67.2Buddhism 44.03343

18.7Catholicism 17.412 13

Protestantism 1.31.6 I1

Moslem
2.72- -

1.3Cao Dai 1--

33.32512.58No Religion

100%100%64 75Total

(One student from the South did not indicate his religion)

What explanation may be advanced for the fact that while

more than three fourths of all the refugees to the South were

Catholic, less than 20 per cent of the refugees enrolled in the

NIA are Catholic and two-thirds are Buddhist? This anomalous

situation is an outgrowth of the background of the refugee groups.

The great influx of Catholic refugees came from a limited area

in North Vietnam, about 70 riles Southeast of Hanoi and embracing

the provinces of Bui Chu, Phat Diem. These provinces were agri-

cultural provinces and the residents of them moved South as a

group under the leadership of their parish priests. Their move-

ment was not individual but rather a transfer of entire communities
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from tLe Nor t h to the Sout h . These agr arian- C2tholic-refuge e 

communities we r e :=-ided by ~J'J,e Governrr~ent of SoL~th Vi etnam in 
i ~-· 

establ i shing therse l ves as a~rar{~n Catholic communitie s in 

the So uth . The great m2jority of refugees are f r om these gr oups; 

however , these are eot the coF,rrmnitj_es from wh ich the refuge e 

students at t he NI A have come . NI A students f r om t he Kor t h 

resj_ded , by 1 954 , in. hichly urbani?·ed ~i2noi 'N r1.e re edu.cational 

advantages wer e greater and Bt) .. dd,hi sm was the dcmi nant religi on. 

When the ref~ge e students 2re,divided into the Hano i res i dents 

and t "1 ose ·who c8me from el sewhere j_n the Nor t h , the abov e explana-

ti on becomes .m-o::::'e rn.anif esjt . -Of 46 s t ud ents f r om rfa_no i, 35 a r e 

Buddhist and only 4 are C2tho l ic . But , of 1 8 s t udents from 

el se~her e in No rth Vietnam, 8 are Buddhis t and 8 are Catholic . 

Tabl e XI 

Residence in 1 954 and Religion 

! I : 

Rel i gion Hanoi Elsewher e ! Sai e cn- i I h the !I n wha t ! All J 

I 
j_n y•hat i s ! Cho l on · Area S .li s now St udent 
novr i~ . VlJ I of Sa i-4C en tra l 

i gon fN. -+ I 

j I I Buddhi sm 35 8 I 13 1 0 1 0 76 I 

I i 

Catholicism 4 8 I 6 I 3 4 25 i I I 
I i Protestanti0m 1 . I 1 

-I 
I 2 

I 
I i ! I 

.Mos elm I l I 1 I 2 
I I l Ca.o Da i I 1 1 j i 
I I I I 

I 

No ReJ.+. g i. on 7 1 I 5 I 9 I 1 1 33 ! I 

I 
I 

46 
I 

1 39 I Total 18 27 I 23* 25 
------ ·j 

I 

Note~ *l student from the South indicated n o re l igj_ous aff i liation.: 
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from the North to the South. These agrarian-Catholic-refugee

communities were aided by the Government of South Vietnam in

establishing themselves as agrarian Catholic communities in

the South. The great majority of refugees are from these groups;

however, these are not the communities from which the refugee

students at the NIA have come. NIA students from the North

resided, by 1954, in highly urbanized Hanoi where educational

advantages were greater and Buddhism was the dominant religion.

When the refugee students are divided into the Hanoi residents

and those who came from elsewhere in the North, the above explana-

tion becomes more manifest. Of 46 students from Hanoi, 35 are

Buddhist and only 4 are Catholic. But, of 18 students from

elsewhere in North Vietnam, 8 are Buddhist and 8 are Catholic.

Table XI

Residence in 1954 and Religion

In whatReligion AllIn theSaigon-Hanoi Elsewhere
StudentsCholonin what is is nowArea

Centralnow N. VN of Sai
VN.gon

7610 1013Buddhism 35. 8

6 2538 4Catholicism 4

21 1Protestantism a

21lMoselm

llCao Dai

337 95No Religion 11I

13946Total 23*27 2518

Note: *7 student from the South indicated no religious affiliation.
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A word of caution is i n . order 2bout the sizeable response 
- -.. ·-~ -· ." ·.' • - ~'. - •..::... ;_,"._';· ~:,.,_, ' ... , • • •: ~ '!' I - · 

i n the 11 1\Jo Reli:::ion " col um,.'1 . It is do ubtful t h a t these 33 

s tudents 8.:re· 2 theis_ts . or ·that they . ho ld · no .belief.s of ·.a , .. 

"religious;; nc>-ture . .Pe :rsonal: in t -e-rv:i,:ev1s. wi t lr:. sevBral o f these 

respondent(? reyeal s t l18. t tl1ey prac tic-e ::;_nc e.s tr al worship in 

son:e forv .. · I ;f the s~lrvey had at:t ·er:rp ted t o l earn the number 

of students . v.rho embra c ed a varis ty of spiritual belief , it is 

felt th2 t r .os t of t.r .... e 3 3 11no religion" :-e .sJ~ onden ts woul d fal l 

in an af.firmat ive coluEm . Furt heruore ,_ al.most a1.l of t hem, a s 

well as students indic8ting rel ig~ous a£fili a tion , would ident ify 

themselves as C.onfL..:ciari i sts if t~1e questionnaire h ad so per- · 

mi tted ti1.e1~i ~ 

... 

.. . 

,_ 

~ ~· '.t • . 

-..·. 
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A word of caution is in order about the sizeable response

in the "No Religion" column. It is doubtful that these 33

students are atheists or that they hold no beliefs of a

"religious" nature. Personal interviews with several of these

respondents reveals that they practice ancestral worship in

some form. If the survey had attempted to learn the number

of students who embraced a variety of spiritual belief, it is

felt that post of the 33 "no religion" respondents would fall

in an affirmative column. Furthermore, almost all of them, as

well as students indicating religious affiliation, would identify

themselves as Confucianists if the questionnaire had so per-

mitted then.
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Economic Pro fi le of NIA Students '-.1 

ThR survey contained seven ~uestions directly rela ted 

to economic backgr o:;md ; even these \?e r e i_rn.J uf ficient to provide 

a cl ea r rrofil e of students' economic bAckground . Responses 

wer e gener 2l rather t h2.n spec i :~ ic in descrioing ":r: a ther' s 

occupa tion"; the extended faffiil~ system prevalent in Vietnam 

produces gr eat variation in the number of relatives who may 

be wholly or partly dependent on a ho~sehold head; fin ally , 

there i s a pronounced reluctance on the part of the Vietnamese 

to provide persona l econo~ic data i n writing , despite 2ssurances 

of anonymity . No twithstanding the s e qualif ic a tions , s everal 

general propositions Lay b e advanced re l a tive to NI A students ' 

economic background . 

Th e typice. l NIA stud ent is a ;_,eEbe r of w:.1nt may be 

design~ ted the "Vi e tnamese :r~iddle class . 11 There i s little 

evidence to s uggest th2t the RIA has at tracted students from 

an.ong t he very weF.J. l t hy or f r om the poor. T.ti_o s e f r om t he highest 

soQial-economic groups in Vietnem are able to pa y their wa y 

through the Unive r sity of' Saigon or to st udy 9brc•ad . There 

is a belief allion~ Vi etnamese , whether valid or not , that the 

University and pPrticularly foreign study offe r grea ter prestige 

and yrovi de bett~r access to i~portant position s in Vi e tnam 

thcin do' es tl;le F IA. Yo ung r;~ en and ~~1omen frorr. pooT f a:milies , 

on t he other hand , nlrn mi ght be prospect i -v- e applicants for 

adrr,i ssi on to the IHA , heve often hau inadequate or interrupted 

educa t ions. 
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Economic Profile of NIA Students

The survey contained seven questions directly related

to economic background; even these were insufficient to provide

a clear profile of students' economic background. Responses

were general rather than specific in describing "father's

occupation"; the extended family system prevalent in Vietnam

produces great variation in the number of relatives who may

be wholly or partly dependent on a household head; finally,

there is a pronounced reluctance on the part of the Vietnamese

to provide personal economic data in writing, despite assurances

of anonymity. Notwithstanding these qualifications, several

general propositions may be advanced relative to NIA students'

economic background.

The typical NIA student is a member of what may be

designated the "Vietnamese middle class." There is little

evidence to suggest that the NIA has attracted students from

among the very wealthy or from the poor. Those from the highest

social-economic groups in Vietnam are able to pay their way

through the University of Saigon or to study abroad. There

is a belief anong Vietnamese, whether valid or not, that the

University and particularly foreign study offer greater prestige

and provide better access to important positions in Vietnam

than does the NIA. Young men and women from poor families,

on the other hand, who might be prospective applicants for

admission to the NIA, have often had inadequate or interrupted

educations.



Of 127 students w~o responded t o the QUes tions asking 

"fathe r' s pres ent occupat i on ," 31 i nd i cated their fathers 

are dead and 18 stated t heir fathers are retired. Amon g the 

rer::aining res ;)ondepts , 33 ( 42 . 3%) gave the ir fa ther ' s 
r 1 r• i ' , _ .. 

occupation as civil servants . No other voc ation or profession 

· . •. .. - ~·~,;. .:: J ~ : . .. 1:. ·~ \."· • 

when it i s cons idered that 8 othe r s designated t}leir fat'her. '.9. ... ... .. .. r· . 
,. ·:: .:: t ,,,J ! '!' • · . 

occup1. ti on G.~ nt eaclrn:r," aiv:i. oqc upa ti on . yha t " migl~t be inoluded 

I. l . . ., +. '. n.1~ , . . + t a1riarr.z : civ.I ..L servan.,s . ; -~·(l2 e only ot.t1·::;r occupational • cauegory o 
~ " . ..... .. l • \ , >f ~ ! .. .. t ' . • ; 

I : ' ; 
: rra.v.e any s i gn ifi9¢nt trep1!!'e se:ni;ation is r.:B usi:ness a~d Corrmerqe, tt 

with 20 resp?ns~s . ~ .. i r;; cuss io1fs Vii t3 ' student s s t1ggests that 
I ~~ ~ • •I 

even those f8. th~;s invol ved i1{ l;u~iness ! and commerc e are g enerally 

in th~ L~ddl~ class father than among the extremely prosperous . 
( " 

l j 

Student s were also ~sked t o indicate their f a~.: h er ' s 
I 

occupat ion in 1 953 p:Di o1~ to the p.e.rvasi~re di s ruptibn of th~ ·:' 
' 

l as t vear of the· "1ci.r ;j_n Vj_etnam . 
v ~ ·. 

The resultant pa~tern deviated 
l 

I 

in no signj_f i can t v.1a y f r o11, t~1_e " nre.sent " occupational table 

which i'oll ows . .. • 

.; .. \ .. / ~ ' 

'" .. . ..... .. ·-- . .-..~-...r· 

' ' .. ' \., I '" ... ~ 

; I 

v, 

-' ' 

, ... 

r .=: : . t 
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Of 127 students who responded to the questions asking

"father's present occupation, If 31 indicated their fathers

are dead and 18 stated their fathers are retired. Among the

remaining respondents, 33 (42.3%) gave their father's

occupation as civil servants. No other vocation or profession

approaches this high percentage. This figure looms even larger

when it is considered that 8 others designated their father's

occupation as "teacher, 11" an occupation that might be included

among civil servants. The only other occupational category to

have any significant representation is "Business and Commerce,

with 20 responses. Discussions with students suggests that

even those fathers involved in business and commerce are generally

in the middle class rather than among the extremely prosperous.

Students were also asked to indicate their father's

occupation in 1953 prior to the pervasive disruption of the

last year of the war in Vietnam. The resultant palttern deviated

in no significant way from the "present" occupational table

which follows.

2001
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Tabl e XII 

_,_ 

Father 1 s Present Oc cupation ··-

: .. 

Oc cupation Go vernment Jt udents }legul ar Students All St udents 

No . % No . % No. % 

Business and 
Commerce 1 4.3 19 18.3 20 15. 8 

Farmer - - 6 5 8 . . 6 4.7 
' ' 

Civil ' • 

Servants 5 21.8 28 26.9 33 26 

Employee of 
Private 
Business - 2 1.9 2 1~6 

Teacher :;: 1 4.3 7 6.7 8 6~ 3 

Lawyer - 2 1.9 2 1.6 

Laborer - 2 1.9 2 1.6 

Nat ional 
Assembly - 1 1.00 1 o.s 

Unemployed - 4 3.9 4 3.1 

Retired 6 26 .l 12 11.5 18 14.l 

De ceased 10 43~5 21 20.2 31 24.4 

Total ' 23 100% 104 100% 127 100% 
I 

. , 

-·-··-No answer was given by 13 students, 1 government and 12 
regular. 
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Table XII

*
Father's Present Occupation

All StudentsRegular StudentsGovernment StudentsOccupation

%%% NoNo .No.

Business and
15.82018.3194.31Commerce

6 4.75.86Farmer --

Civil
2626.9 332821.85Servants

Employee of
Private

1.61.9 22Business -

6.386.774.31Teachers

1.61.9 22Lawyer -

1.61.9 22Laborer -

National
0.811.001Assembly -

3.143.94Unemployed -

14.11811.526.16 12Retired

24.43120.22143.510Deceased

100%100% 127100% 10423Total

* No answer was given by 13 students, 1 government and 12

regular.
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' The extent to which refugee ~ have ~6~p assimilated into 

the economic life of the South is evident in the similar 

occupetional pn tte rns of t hose w!lo .have a lways li vecl in the 

South and the s e who are refugees . The fathers of refugee students 

have not been c o~pellod to accept lowe r · status positions than 

they had in the North r rior tc p2rti tion. Furthermore , the type 

of occupa tions prac ticed by refugees is in~~stipguis~able fro m 

those whose .entire lives hE:we been spent in \Nhat is r..ow South 
• C·: 

Vi etnam . 

/ 

1· ; .- ; 

.\ 

' . 

·- . 1.~ (. 

, :~ 

.l 
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The extent to which refugees have been assimilated into

the economic life of the South is evident in the similar

occupational patterns of those who have always lived in the

South and those who are refugees. The fathers of refugee students

have not been compelled to accept lower status positions than

they had in the North prior to partition. Furthermore, the type

of occupations practiced by refugees is indistinguishable from

those whose entire lives have been spent in what is now South

Vietnam.



-· 
' I · 

Occupation 

1 
Business and 

i Commerce 

I Farmer 

Civil 
Sorvant 

Employee of 
Private 
Agenc ies 

Teacher 

Lawyer 

· Laborer 

Deputy of the 
· Ifat ional 
Assembly 

Unemployed 

Itetired 

Deceased 

Total 

, ,, 

'''No answer was 
non-refugees. 
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,., 
Ta bl e XI II'' 

Pr esent Occupat ion of the Fathers of 
Refugee and Non-Ref ugee Students 

' . 

Refugee Non-·Refugee 

No . % fJo . % 

7 13 . 2 13 17.6 

2 3 .7 4 5.5 

. 16 30.2 17 23.0 

- 2 2.7 

1 1.9 7 9.5 

1 1.9 1 1.3 

1 1.9 1 l.J 

- 1 1.3 

3 5.7 1 l.J 

8 15.l 10 lJ.5 

14 26.4 17 23 .0 

53 1007~ 7L~ 100% 
I ! 

. . . 

All 

No. 

20 

6 

33 

2 

E5 

2 

2 

1 

4 

18 

Jl 

127 

given by 13 student s ; 11 refugees and t wo 

Students 

% 

15.7 

4.7 

26 • 

1.6 

6.3 

1.6 

1.6 

0.8 

3.1 

14.?. 

24.4 

100% 
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*Table XIII

Present Occupation of the Fathers of

Refugee and Non-Refugee Students

All StudentsNon-RefugeeOccupation Refugee

%%% No.No. No.

Business and
17.6 15.7201313.27Commerce

6 4.75.543.72Farmer

Civil
26.23.016 331730.2Servant

Employee of
Private

1.62.7 22Agencies -

6.389.571.91Teacher

1.61.3 211.91Lawyer

1.61.3 211.91Laborer

Deputy of the
National

0.811.31Assembly -

3.141.315.7Unemployed 3

18 14.213.5108 15.1Retired

31 24.423.026.4 1714Deceased

100%100%100% 12774Total 53

* No answer was given by 13 students; 11 refugees and two

non-refugees.
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To a great extent , NIA students ere following i n thei r 

father ' s f oa ts teps in selecting tateers as civil servant s . Vilhen 

as!{ed j_ f their f athers had even b8en c i vj_l servants , 82 . 6% of the 

governr.ent stL~d ents a .·:i d 57. 5% of the regul:--r students ans ve red 

affirr:P. ti vely, Thus , Dot only are ~JIA students pred ominantly from 

n:iddle class backgrounds; t h e y re:p:;_~ esent that lin.i ted Pnd gen-

erally c onserva ti've segment o:i:' the " j_ddle class who have chosen 

careers as p ublic servants . 

Te:'cble XIV 

Students Whose Fathers are or 
Previ ous l y Wer e Civil Servants 

I ·j 
~s your Father I Govern@cnt Students! Regular Student~ All Student~ 
ever a civil 1"----- 1,T

0
-·---------···--,.· --··--~0 i ---- ' 1,T ---~-----) 

, 70 i lJ 0. /o i J.~ O ~ i ;o i 
servant? I __ -=--~-------~---- _ t' _ _. _ . --.. ~ - _,,.,.f~ .. · - ----·-1 ! 

I J i 19 Yes 

1,· . 4 17 . 4 55 ~ 47 . 5 59 42 .5 

Tate l 23 1C01~ ! JJ6 100% 139 ,; 100% j 
~-------~·----· - - - -·--'---· _ _ ;I - -- ··-t 

no 

~te: 1 Government student fr om the ~orth ~ave no answer . 

Whe_n af.>ked w!1 ·.t "' Oc i t i ons their fa the rs -he l d in the c i vj. l 

service , ~~re than two-th irds of thosr respondine indicated tha t 

their fathers he l d non- rr:2nagerial post tions or were en r_: age d as 

teachers or educ a ti onal admint s tra tors . Only three students a re 

the sons of ag ency h ea ds and 18 a re the sons of civil servants who 

at some ti1-i_.e h a d managerial responsibili ties . Al though the 
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To a great extent, NIA students are following in their

father's footsteps in selecting bareers as civil servants. When

asked if their fathers had even been civil servants, 82.6% of the

government students and 57.5% of the regular students answered

affirmatively. Thus, not only are NIA students predominantly from

middle class backgrounds; they represent that limited and gen--

erally conservative segment of the riddle class who have chosen

careers as public servants.

Table XIV

Students Whose Fathers are or
Previously Were Civil Servants

Government Students Regular Students All StudentsWas your Father
ever a civil

%% to No.No.No.
servant?

82.6 61 57.58052.519Yes

47.5 59 42.55517.4No 4

100% 100%100%116Total 13923

Note: I Government student from the North gave no answer.

When asked wh t positions their fathers held in the civil

service, more than two-thirds of those responding indicated that

their fathers held non-managerial positions or were engaged as

teachers or educational administrators. Only three students are

the sons of agency heads and 18 are the sons of civil servants who

at some time had managerial responsibilities. Although the
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,. 

desirnQtion of their father~s c i vi l a er~ice rank was not 

suffic i ently specific , the evidence l eans to the c onslus i on 

the t if ost c:-.r e sons of t~l'?. lo·"' er ran@·e of middJ e l eve l civi l 

servants . 

·Tabl e XV 

Career Status of Student ' s Fnthers 
who are or 

Previously were Ci vi l Servants 

·----··---·- - - - ---- --~-·--~:---~----------~ 

L Po s ition Held ! Government Students i Regular St uc~entsi All Student 
- · ------ ---·---- -L·--- N-;~-·- ---- I % r- No . ----- ---~%--- --'-i _N_o_._ ! % 

-------------+- ·- ·- --t------- . _ _,.1_---+-~---i 
Head of f·fa j or 
Agency 

--
J\tanagerial 

Non- il:'anageri a l 

Te 8chers or 
Educat ional 
A~ i . . t t r.llII:lnlS r a ors 

Tot a l 

0 

5 

6 

4 

15 
·--------- '--·-- ---

! I 
! I 

I 0 i 
f 33 . 3 
l 
'I 
l 
I 

l 

40 . 0 

26 . 7 

100~~ 

3 

13 

20 

18 

54 

I 
I 

I 24 . 1 
I 

I 
I 

37 . 1 

i 
33 . 3 i 

100-% , I 
l 

3 

18 

26 

22 

69 

No tes: - 2 st~d ents , one government and one regular , gave 
no answer . 

- 2 students , one governr.~ent and one :regula r , answered 
that the i r fathers wer e in the mili ta r y , b ut gave n o 
rank . 

- 7 regu l ar students indicated tha t t hey did no t know 
t heir fathe r s ' fo r me r position ih the civil service. 

4. 3 

26 . 1 

37 .7 

100% 

There is no tabo o against married women working in Vietriam, 

although oni y certain occupa tions are viewed as proper ~o r a given 

soc i a l c l ass . Approximate l y one fourth of the n1othe rs of NIA 
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designation of their father's civil service rank was not

sufficiently specific, the evidence leans to the conslusion

that post are sons of the lower range of middle level civil

servants.

Table XV

Career Status of Student's Fathers
who are or

Previously were Civil Servants

All StudentRegular StudentsGovernment StudentsPosition Held

%% % No .No.No.

Head of Major
3 4.30 3 5.50Agency

18 26.11333.3 24.15Managerial

26 37.737.16 20Non-Nanagerial 40.0

Teachers or
Educational 33.3 31.926.7 18 224
Administrators

100% , 100%100% 6954Total 15

Notes: -2 students, one government and one regular, gave
no answer.
-2 students, one government and one regular, answered
that their fathers were in the military, but gave no
rank.

-7 regular students indicated that they did not know
their fathers' former position in the civil service.

There is no taboo against married women working in Vietnam,

although only certain occupations are viewed as proper for a given

social class. Approximately one fourth of the mothers of NIA
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students are ecployed . Only four working mothers are in the 

";..rofessional " category and tht~e Fi.f'e a t the other end of the 
I 

spectrum, "unskilled . 11 The g reat majority are engaged in 

business and cowmercial activities , a respectable "rr. i ddle ~lass " 

activity in Vietnam . 

Table XVI 

General Occ upation Classification of 
~others of NIA Students 

' 

/ Occupation Goverx:;,rn.en t Students ; Regular Stu.dents All Students 

I 
j • 

I 

I 
No . '% no. % }.T 0 • 'fo. 

Profess ional 1- ---l -- 50. CD 3 lID . 3 4 12.9 
I 

Btrnines~ anq I 
Commercial · 1 1 50 . 0 23 79 . 4 24 77 . 4 

i 
Unskilled I <: 10 . 3 ?; 9. 7 _,) 

! 
_, 

! 
i 

i 
I 
I 
! 
I 

-1 

I 
I 
l 
' l I Lot a l 2 i 100% 29 100% 31 100%! ! ! i 

I J 

Perhaps the r:io s t i.rr:portant status synbol in urban Saigon is 

possession of an automobile . Cars are imported into Vietnam i n 

sufficient quantity to nake then~ avai l able , yet they are priced 

beyond the reech of all but tbe economi c elites. Only 13 (9 . 3% ) 

of NIA students or their parents po'.::;sess an automobile of any 

kind. Considering the fact t hat cars of ancient vintage as well 

as small economy cars are coDmon to Seigon, it may b e assumed that 

fewer than tJ~~irteen students possess a vehicular "s t a tus symbol . rr 

-
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students are employed. Only four working mothers are in the

"professional" category and three are at the other end of the

spectrum, "unskilled." The great majority are engaged in

business and commercial activities, a respectable "middle class"

activity in Vietnam.

Table XVI

General Occupation Classification of
Mothers of NIA Students

All StudentsGovernment Students Regular StudentsOccupation

%% % No.No.No.

12.93 10.31 50.0 4Professional

Business and
77.450.0 79.41 23 24Commercial

9.733 10.3Unskilled - -

100%100% 100%2 29Total 31

Perhaps the most important status symbol in urban Saigon is

possession of an automobile. Cars are imported into Vietnam in

sufficient quantity to make them available, yet they are priced

beyond the reach of all but the economic elites. Only 13 (9.3%)

of NIA students or their parents possess an automobile of any

kind. Considering the fact that cars of ancient vintage as well

as small economy cars are common to Saigon, it may be assumed that

11fewer than thirteen students possess a vehicular "status symbol.
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k oto r s c ooters are ~ore frequently the means of transportation 

than c a rs . Of those students who d~ no t own cars , 23. c ount a 

motor scooter anibng their ·p·arents ' possessio.ns . Fift y ~hre e 

o the r students or their pa r e·nts own no means of t ranspor t at ion 

but 2 bicycle and 51 own no ve::ij_c le wha tso ever . 

Table XVII 

Type of ~ransporta tion Owned by 
Students or Their Parents 

I Tr ensnortati on i Go>.rernrL en t St1Jden t s I Regu.l ar Students All Stud en 

L-- -----~----··-·-· · 1 -- --T:~o t --- r1. ·1 n_~_. -+! _____ % 1.· N 111_0. 

l..- - · -~ ... :.... ---+------/--,. ~ 
r . C2r ' I 1 I 4 . 1 I 3 i 2 . 6 I 4 

I Car and , I I i l 
i . ·Scooter I I I I 
. I. ' 
'

1

1 , ~~~y~f~ 1 4 . 1 4 

1

1 3 . 4 I 

Car and 
I Scooter and 4 

1
1 3 . 4 

I::::::: 2 8 . 3 10 I 8 . 6 

·,;I Sc ooter and I 
Bicycle 11 1 9 . 5 

l Bi cycl e '. ) I 9 37,. 5 44 r 38 . 0 
I i 

5 

4-

12 

11 

53 

I None I 11 46 
! . , I 

40 34 . 5 i 51 

~otal Ho ~ · of I 
Lees por~den ts i 2 4 100% 116 

2. 9 

3. 6 

2. 9 

8 .6 

7.8 

37 . s 

36. 4 

100% 1140 
-------------'-------'-------''------'---
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Motor scooters are more frequently the means of transportation

than cars. Of those students who do not own cars, 23 count a

motor scooter among their parents' possessions. Fifty three

other students or their parents own no means of transportation

but a bicycle and 51 own no vehicle whatsoever.

Table XVII

Type of Transportation Owned by
Students or Their Parents

Transportation Government Students Regular Students All Studer

% % %No. No No

Car 2.631 4.1 2.94

Car and
Scooter - - - -- -

Car and
Bicycle 4.1 3.61 3.44 5

Car and
Scooter and

2.93.44 4- -
Bicycle

Scooter 2 8.68.3 8.610 12

Scooter and
Bicycle 9.511 7.811- -

0
Bicycle 5337.59 38.0 37.844

None 4611 36.434.540 51

Total No. of
100%Respondents 100% 100%11624 140
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Stud ent famiiies h:i.ve shown a much greater pref erence for 

pur chasing homes an O. 1and rather than r:;ar s . 1qhereas 13 NIA 

studen ts or t heir parents own c ars , 86 ( 61 . 4%) own homes . The 

high percentage of hor..eown ers mo.:' be viewed as an urban respons e 

to the traditiona l Vietnamese a ttachment t o land o~nership . 

This atti tud.e i s furt l e r refl ected by the high numbe r of 

respondents who i ndicated owne r shi p of l an'.l or prope r ty: 36 

(25.7%) mvn J'.'icefields and 26 (18 . 6%) ovm rea l estate other 

than h omes o:r r i cef:i.elds . Tt.3 freq11ency of property owner ship 

is dec eptive in one respect: in many cases the parents of a 

single student owned e. borne p ltrn other properties . I ndeed , 

mo:-e than one - third of all stw) ents and their parents own 
'' .. . 

no property "of any k ind . Whi le it is possibl e t hat t his 

latte r phenomenon is incli c e tive of a low l evel of inc ome , 

it may equally be the result of a sens e of insecurity among 

a secment of the popul a tion whic h in~ uc ea t hera to maintain 

liquid assets ins t ead of prope r ty . 

31

Student families have shown a much greater preference for

purchasing homes and land rather than cars. Whereas 13 NIA

students or their parents own cars, 86 (61.4%) own homes. The

high percentage of homeowners may be viewed as an urban response

to the traditional Vietnamese attachment to land ownership.

This attitude is further reflected by the high number of

respondents who indicated ownership of land or property: 36

(25.7%) own ricefields and 26 (18. 6%) own real estate other

than homes or ricefields. The frequency of property ownership

is deceptive in one respect: in many cases the parents of a

single student owned a home plus other properties. Indeed,

more than one-third of all students and their parents own

no property of any kind. While it is possible that this

latter phenomenon is indicative of a low level of income,

it may equally be the result of a sense of insecurity among

a segment of the population which induces them to maintain

liquid assets instead of property.
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Table XVII I 

Prop~rty Possessions of Parent s 
of NIA Students 

Prop erty i i l 
. p . , i Government Stud ents 1

1

. Re,f:~T 11 l ar Student s 

1 

All Student: 
1 ossess1.ons 1 ----··- ------ ---------· ---- --------+--------; 
I I l I ~ !-----------1 No . ! % i "< o . 1 ' % 

1 
No ~ % I I . .. _ --- ·- --1-- ------.--------t---'-; , .. -+,---.-, - --l 

i I I ! . I 
1

1

: Home .< ··

1

i 17 

1

, 70 . 8 

1

,

11 

69 59 . 5 J 86 

Rice Field 8 3.3 28 24 1 36 

I Busines s I I :• I 
7 i Establ ishment i 7 6 · 0 II 

J Other R.eal 
1 !::state 5 2 . 1 21 18 .1 J 26 
I 
J None 6 2. 5 42 36. 2 48 

I 
i 

Many s tu.dents faci li es owned a hort:.e , business , etc ., 
theref'ore the number of entries in the 11 property 
possessi onsn column exceeds the total number of 
res pondents . 

61:. 4 

25 . 7 

5,0 

18 .6 

~Lany s t udent families ovmed 2 home , business , etc. -
Therefore , the nuwber of entries i n tha FropPrty- Possessions 
c ol urrn exceeds the total nu~ber of respondents . 
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Table XVIII

Property Possessions of Parents
of NIA Students

Property Government Students Regular Students All StudentsPossessions

% % %No. NoNo.

Home 17 8669 61.70.8 59.5

Rice Field 3628 25.73.38 24.1

Business
7Establishment 6.0 7 5.0--

Other Real
26 18.65 2.1 18.1Estate 21

6 4836.22.5 34.3None 42

Many students fanilies owned a home, business, etc . ,

therefore the number of entries in the "property
possessions" column exceeds the total number of
respondents.

Many student families owned a home, business, etc. -
Therefore, the number of entries in the Property-Possessions
column exceeds the total number of respondents.
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Vocational Ac ti yi ~ies~ .. :Lid~1cfltionB.1 Prefe rences 

Most NIA students £iha no ne c essity to engage in outsid e 

err,pl oyr. ~ent0 while a ttendi_n.El'. school. The 2 , 000 p i aste r s tipen d 

received by regul2r s tudents is g enerall y suffic ient to pe r IT it 

a .student t o ~evote full ti6e to academi c pursuits . For t hos e 

~o~e expenditures ~xcee d their stipend , the extended. fami ly 

sys terr. provides s stud ent with. inc.ny relat i ves who may augment 

his income. Of nine stud ents em.ployed wh i l e · at t ending school, 

seven are 11 refu.gee stud.en ts 11 w:10 lived r..orth of the 17th paralle l 

p:rior to the p2rti tion of -the country ., ar~d the remaining two 

.are f r om Saig on. lJunc of the employed stud ents .are g overnment 

stuf.ents , a. fact attri l;uta.ble to ·f;l: e g overnment ' s :;::io licy of 

payinp: ther;: th2ir u .s ual sa l ,aries whi le a.ttendin£r t he NI A. 

Cl ass attendance at the PI A i s manda tory; nevertheles s , 

99 cut of 140 students (70.7%) ar e s i multaneously enrolle~ in 

a schoo l other thAn the NIA and Are purs ui n g d egrees at thes e 

institutions . }'he :'jspositj_o_n to 2cqL1ire addit i ona.1 professi ona l 

training i~ far BQre rar~ed among regular students than a~ong 

.~ ov:.ernrr ent students . 78 . 4% of the regular stu.d ent s , contras t ed 

vi th 3 3 ! 3~ o::: g overnment s t1J.dents E'. "· e ent ered in a school other 

than the NIA . 

, 
" 
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Vocational Activities and Iducational Preferences

Most NIA students find no necessity to engage in outside

employment while attending school. The 2,000 piaster stipend

received by regular students is generally sufficient to permit

a student to devote full time to academic pursuits. For those

whose expenditures exceed their stipend, the extended. family

system provides a student with many relatives who may augment

his income. Of nine students employed while attending school,

seven are "refugee students" who lived north of the 17th parallel

prior to the partition of the country, and the remaining two

are from Saigon. None of the employed students are government

students, a fact attributable to the government's policy of

paying them their usual salaries while attending the NIA.

Class attendance at the NIA is mandatory; nevertheless,

99 out of 140 students (70.7%) are simultaneously enrolled in

a school other than the NIA and are pursuing degrees at these

institutions. The disposition to acquire additional professional

training is far more marked among regular students than among

government students. 78.4% of the regular students, contrasted

with 33.3% of government students are entered in a school other

than the NIA.



Conc urren tly 
Enroll ed in 
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Table XI:X: 

NIA Stu.d ents :Enrolled i n 
Other Educational Institutions 

i 
Government Students p 1 ,_,.e~u a r Students; All Student 

1 -·-----=-----~i I Anothe r , l iO . ! % No . % 
School? ---1 

+ 
I 

I I 

I -

~~~~~~N_o_.~l 

Yes I I 

l ;.. 

I 
8 I 33 . 3 I 91 78 . 4 

! I I 

Ko 16 I 66 . 7 
I 25 21.6 i ! I 

I 

I Total I 24 100% i . 116 100% ! I I 
;· 

I 70 . 7 

41 2 ~ . 3 

140 100% 

99 

! 

·The Faculty of Lav1 18.t t he Fniver s i ty of 2aigon lead.s all 

othe r i n s titutions in app~al to NIA s tudents . The 83 NIA students 

undoubtedly feel that their legal training complements t h e a dminis 

tre.tfve training they receive a t the IHA. No t to be overlooked, 

the licence e~ droi1 i s c onsic', ered -a badge of prest i «se in Vietnam 

and excellent preparation for pol i t ical an~ admini str at ive ad -

vancement . 

Many stu ent s are at trac ted to the .NI A initial ly becaus e of 

the gen erous government s ti pend they rec~ive while attending the 

Institute . There are indic at ions tha t i f it were no t for this 

stipend ~any stu~erits woul d ett end another institution of higher 

le a rn1.ng i f they could afford t o do so. ·when asked their cho i ce 

of s c~oo ls ~ assuming the same fina~cial assistance as at pres ent, 

al~ost two - t hirds of the students selected schools other than the 

NIA . r ·or? signif:icantly , a l mos t one - third of the stt1dents wo uld 
• 

prefer to Attend the ~ IA even i f they hs d a choice of s chools 
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Table XIX

NIA Students Enrolled in
Other Educational Institutions

Government Students Regular StudentsConcurrently All Student
Enrolled in

% % %Another No. No. No.
School?

Yes 8 33.3 78.4 70.791 99

2566.716 21.6No 29.341

100% 100%116Total 100%24 140

The Faculty of Law at the University of Saigon leads all

other institutions in appeal to NIA students. The 83 NIA students

undoubtedly feel that their legal training complements the adminis-

trative training they receive at the NIA. Not to be overlooked,

the licence en droit is considered a badge of prestige in Vietnam

and excellent preparation for political and administrative ad-

vancement.

Many students are attracted to the NIA initially because of

the generous government stipend they receive while attending the

Institute. There are indications that if it were not for this

stipend many students would attend another institution of higher

learning if they could afford to do so. When asked their choice

of schools, assuming the same financial assistance as at present,

almost two-thirds of the students selected schools other than the

NIA. More significantly, almost one-third of the students would

prefer to attend the NIA even if they had a choice of schools
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u.nde r sim~ lar f i nancial condi tions . Th is is a st rong showing 

cons i dering the shor t duration b f th~ NIA's existence and the 

recent orig i n of th e s tudy of public adfnini s tra t j_on in Vietnam . 

ThP NIA vra,s .s .eJ. ectGd by 4 6 s tu.cl en ts ; the ol der a n d nio re pr est igious 

k cult y of Law was selected by 31 s tud ents follo wed by th e 

fucult y of Pedicine and Pharmac y and the rRc ulty of Sciences . 

TabJe xx 

Choice of ·~· c ~1.0 ols Assuming Similar Scho lar,ship 
8nd St ipend. as Presently .Avvarded . by NIA 

school or Government Studen ts 
I 

Regul ar Stlldents All Stu.dents 
racul ty 

---·~ . . -- . 
No . 

.. 
% l·J" 0 . 

-1 No .• YI.. /o ;Q 
- -----------· .J 

I I HA 10 41 . 6 36 ' 31 . 0 46 32 . 9 I 

I 
I 

Law 3 12 . 5 28 I 24.l 31 22 . 2 
I I 

hedicine & I 
I 

Pharmacy 1 !). • 2 16 1 3 . 8 17 12.1 
I 

Sci enc es 
i 

2 ., 3 . 3 14 12 . 0 16 11 . 4 I 
I 

Lett ers I 3'" 1· 1"2 . 5 8 6.9 11 7. 9 I - I I Pedagogy ,, 3 1 2 . 5 6 5 . 2 9 6 . 4 

~ngineering l 11-. 2 6 5 . 2 7 5 . 0 

Com.mer e e I 1 4 . 2 1 0 a • 7 2 1 . 4 

Agric ul tu.rel 1 0.9 1 

I. , 
G. 7 

T0tal ! : 24- 100% 116 100% 140 100% 
·1 I - · .. ..! 
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under similar financial conditions. This is a strong showing

considering the short duration of the NIA's existence and the

recent origin of the study of public administration in Vietnam.

The NIA was selected by 46 students; the older and more prestigious

Faculty of Law was selected by 31 students followed by the

Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy and the Faculty of Sciences.

Table XX

Choice of Schools Assuming Similar Scholarship
and Stipend as Presently Awarded by NIA

Government Students Regular Students All StudentsSchool or
Faculty

%%% No.No. No.

4641.6 36 32.931.010NIA

24.12812.5 31 22.23Law

Medicine &
16 12.11713.84.21Pharmacy

1614 12.08.3 11.4Sciences 2

6.93 7.91112.5 8Letters

6.4612.5 5.2 93Pedagogy

6Engineering 75.2 5.0l 4.2

0.9 1.414.2 2Commerce 1

Agriculture 0.71 10.9--

100% 100%100%116Total 24 140



Career A~titudes 

Despite the vsried educ2ti anal preference pattern found 

in the preceding set of questions , four of f i vs ~IA students 

woul d voluntarily enter g ov-ernr'lent s erv_ic e even i f they .1r.1 ere 

not required t o do s o upon grad ~Rtion . This is not an unusually 

hig~ figure when considerat i on is given to the fact that 

c overnment service in Vi e tna ~ , ~s jn nost developing nations ' 

offers rr.any advant age s ~ job sec u_rity , statu.s , perqu.isi tes , career 

advancement and an above average salary. Loreover , the Vi etnamese 

bureaucracy is re sponsib~e for the implementation of govern-

ment decisions, anC. the import ant decisions in Vietnamese socie ty 

to day are made OJ\ the ,go'l er _;1·_rc __ ·,~1--1t . Dr i ,,,., t 0 em~1oyr~ eY1t c 0 11·,,..,ot ~ - .;. ___ 0. v 11-.J 11 -- CL .LJ. 

comp ete for attractiveness on these t erms . 

Table XXI 

Student~ Preference for Civi l Service Ca reers 

tno yo u choose J 

I to e1:1ter Civil 1 - --~\;~~. ·-------
1
;--.-r,· --·-I~~-:-----;- No. Ji . fo 

Service even : -.------i--- - --+-------i 

t 
if' not required I' - - -·· · ---- - -

to do so? 
I 

Government Students ! Eegular students: 
I 

All Stu.den 

5(5 
Yes 20 83 . 3 91 78 . 4 111 79 ,3 

4 -16. 7 i No 
I 

25 21.6 29 20 . 7 

I Total 
I 

24 -100% 11 6 100% 1 40 100% 

'-·-------
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Career Attitudes

Despite the varied educational preference pattern found

in the preceding set of questions, four of five NIA students

would voluntarily enter government service even if they were

not required to do so upon graduation. This is not an unusually

high figure when consideration is given to the fact that

government service in Vietnam, as in most developing nations,

offers many advantages: job security, status, perguisites, career

advancement and an above average salary. Loreover, the Vietnamese

bureaucracy is responsible for the implementation of govern-

ment decisions, and the important decisions in Vietnamese society

today are made by the government. Private employment cannot

compete for attractiveness on these terms.

Table XXI

Students Preference for Civil Service Careers

Regular StudentsGovernment Students All StudentDo you choose
to enter Civil

%%%No. No. No.IService even
if not required
to do so?

2
79.383.3 11178.491Yes 20

2916.7 21.625 20.7No 4

100%100% 116 100%14024Total



37 

There is no si gnificant difference between gove rnment and 
I 

regul~r students in thei r d~~ire to enter the civil service~ 

Those students who made the ·HI.A th'e"ir first choice of schools . 7 
(See Table XX) fiRd a slightly greater desire to work for the 

+ ¥Jl:±::. ' " ' l, b , l th t ' governr! en..; -ffi'£5,n t;_._.cos e s tuaerns vH1 0 c _os e a scnoo_ o ._er nan 

the NIA . Of the 46 students selecting the NIA as their cho ice 

of schoo l s , 89 . 1% (41) indic a t ed a desire to wo rk fqr the 

governffient whereas 73 . 4% (69) of the other students wer e similarly 

dis:pos ed . 

NIA graduates ar~ given no voi ce or option in the ir part icular 

'f.'ork 8.ssigri:rr:ent 1x·o~1 eni;erinr; governcent service . The govern­
J.J. 

nient does te1~e into coneider2,tion whether the ~0, tEdei1t was in 

the administrative or financial program at the ~IA; beyon~ 'that 

the govern~ent asaigns students to pos itions exclusively on the 

bes is of gover.n:: ental needs . 

A questicn w2s included in this survey desi~ned to r eveal 

the brar.:.ch of governrrent or <~?·ency that s tu den ts vrn :.llc. pref er 

if they had a c11')ice of ;cssign:rnents. 'ifil:ile 1 3 different agencies 

were Tuentioned ~y s tudents, almost 3/4 of all the students 

selected the· depar-trr,ents o:f Foreign Pff ::i.iYs, lJntional Economy , 

er IntE:rior . ... .A)t JG ·~.e o'thcr enc~ Of the scP.le , onJ.y one student 

selected eacb df the following departments or direc torates: 
'·· 

lgriculture , B~dget and ~oreizn Aid* , anJ Social Action . 

; ..... ' 
. ' 

*Comparable to:the 
uriitea. states . 

Bureau of the Budge t in the ~ 
·, 
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There is no significant difference between government and

regular students in their desire to enter the civil service.

Those students who made the NIA their first choice of schools

(See Table XX) Aad a slightly greater desire to work for the

government than those students who chose a school other than

the NIA. of the 46 students selecting the NIA as their choice

of schools, 89.1% (41) indicated a desire to work for the

government whereas 73.4% (69) of the other students were similarly

disposed.

NIA graduates are given no voice or option in their particular

work assignment uton entering government service. The govern-

ment does take into consideration whether the student was in

the administrative or financial program at the NIA; beyond that

the government assigns students to positions exclusively on the

basis of governfental needs.

A question was included in this survey designed to reveal

the branch of government or agency that students would prefer

if they had a choice of assignments. While 13 different agencies

were mentioned by students, almost 3/4 of all the students

selected the departments of Foreign Affairs, National Economy,

or Interior. Alt the other end of the scale, only one student

selected each of the following departments or directorates:

Agriculture, Budget and Foreign Aid*, and Social Action.

*Comparable to the Bureau of the Budget in the
United States.
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'I'a.ble X.X I I 

lt.J ork / .ssignrne nt Preference of NI A 3tudents 
4 

----~-------------

Gove_rnm.ent Students 

Depa r tment 
or Agency . 

Fore i gn ,,,_ f f a irs 

Economy 

Interior 

Finance 

Education 

Pub l ic vfork s 

Health 

Inf orma. ti on 

Defense 

Budget a nd 
Foreign Ai d 

Agricvlture 

Socia.l Ac tion 

Po lice 

Total 

lfo . 

4 

7 

4 

2 

l 

1 

19 

~ 
21 

36 . 9 

21 

10 .5 

5.3 

5.J 

l oo% 

I 
Regul ar Students All Stud.en 

No. 

42 

18 

1 8 

11 

4 

3 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

i 

16 .7 

16 .7 

10 .2 

3.7 

2. 8 

3 .7 

1 
to 

• u 

0 .9 

0 . 9 

1 0 . 9 
I 

108 ! 100 % 

No. i 
I _1_ 

46 I 36. 

25 II J.9. 
22 17. 

11 I 8. 

6 I 4. 
I 

4 I 3. 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

3. 

2 . ~ 

1. 

o. 

o. 
1 o. 

1 0.8 

127 100% 

---- -------------~--< 

Footnote : No a nswer was g i ven by 8 regul ar a nd 4 government 
students. Ope government student indicated a 
preference for election to the Nati ona l Assembly . 
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Table XXII

*
Work Assignment Preference of NIA Students

All StudenRegular StudentsGovernment Students

Department
% % No. %No.No.or Agency

36.4638.9Foreign Affairs 21 424

16.736.9 18 19.25Economy 7

16.7 17.Interior 18 22214

8.10.2 1111Finance --

610.5 3.7Education 4.42

2.85.3 3Public Works 3.11 4

Health 3.13.74 4--

2.8Information 33 2.- -

1.61.8Defense 2 2--

0.80.9Budget and l1--

Foreign Aid

0.9 0.8Agriculture l 1--

0.85.3 1Social Action 1 - -

Police 0.80.9 11--

100% 100% 100%108Total 19 127

Footnote: No answer was given by 8 regular and 4 government
students. One government student indicated a
preference for election to the National Assembly.
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There is an unrealistic .ancl rom8.ntic a spect to the st rong 

prefere~ce shown by the s t ud~rtts for the Department of Foreign 

Affa irs . The c o urse curriculum a t the NIA stresses public 
;,l ' ~ · '. 

administration 2nd publ i c f inance; little time is devoted to 

~rld history , international l aw and orgAnizati on , diplomatic 

studies, and the '" eneral body o:f co urses considered prepara tory 

to a care er i n f oreign affairs . The grea t stress Vietnam has 

p1aced on winnin[. ·friends in the Internstional cornnmni ty, 

especially a mong t he ifro-Asian n a tions , c ont ributes to the 

attractivenes s of the Depa~ tment of Fore i gn Affa i rs and partly 

explains vrhy 46 stuc'ents mad e i t their first ca.reer choice. An 
(' 

equally pertinent cons i deration nay be the great prestige 

attached to studying or serving ab ro ad end t he prevalent Viet-

nawese fee ling t ha t the route to t he CTppe r eche lons of Vi etnamese 

bureaucrAcy i s through exper i ence over seas . 

A sec ond cho i ce of students at the NI A was the Tiepartment 

of Nwt ion al :::;c onomy · Jns.srnuc h as approximate ly one fourth of 

all s tudents a t th e NIA are s tudying economi cs and financ e as 

a major , the s tro::.1g ::.1howj_r:;.c Ead e by the Depr'r tment of ~'Ja tional 

Ec onomy i s not surpri s ing . The fact t hst the Depar t ment of 

~tional Economy deals with on e of Vietn2m ' s ffiost challenging 

problems and i s beade d by the Vice Pre sident of the Republic, 

~ . Nguyen Ngoc Tho , contri butes to the at tractivenes s of the 

Department in the eyes of students . Thile National Economy was 

llie overall second choice of students , it was actually the firs t 
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There is an unrealistic and romantic aspect to the strong

preference shown by the students for the Department of Foreign

Affairs. The course curriculum at the NIA stresses public

administration and public finance; little time is devoted to

world history, international law and organization, diplomatic

studies, and the general body of courses considered preparatory

to a career in foreign affairs. The great stress Vietnam has

placed on winning friends in the International community,

especially among the Afro-Asian nations, contributes to the

attractiveness of the Department of Foreign Affairs and partly

explains why 46 students made it their first career choice. An

equally pertinent consideration may be the great prestige

attached to studying or serving abroad and the prevalent Viet--

namese feeling that the route to the upper échelons of Vietnamese

bureaucracy is through experience overseas.

A second choice of students at the NIA was the Department

of National Economy. Inasmuch as approximately one fourth of

all students at the NIA are studying economics and finance as

a major, the strong showing made by the Department of National

Economy is not surprising. The fact that the Department of

National Economy deals with one of Vietnam's most challenging

problems and is headed by the Vice President of the Republic,

lr. Nguyen Ngoc Tho, contributes to the attractiveness of the

Department in the eyes of students. While National Economy was

the overall second choice of students, it was actually the first
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choice of g overnwent students , the grou p which h ad experienc e 

in the public ser vice . Of ninet een g9va~nment students who 

responded to the QUestion, seven (36 :.9% ) g~ve firs t preferenc e 

t o Ifati.onal Econ omy and f oLJ_r ( 21%· ) .to fo re ign affairs . Among 

108 reg ular s t ud~nts who resnon ded to the cuesti6n , 42 ( 38 ~ 9% ) 

select ed fo reign affairs while 18 (1 6.7%) s elected t he Depart ­

rr:ent of National :Sconomy . 

The third cho ice of all studen·ts at the NIA was the Depart­

rrent of the Interior, sele c ~ed by 17 . 3% · The Department of 

Interior has more civilian empl oyees than any othe r agency ·in 

the Vietnamese go·e r nment as it i s ~espons ibl e for the manag e ­

ffien t of the 38 provinces throughout th e country . past exp erience 

indic~tes that more NIA graduates wi ll be assigne d to Interior 

than to any other single a gency , The Department of Interior 

offers the lTIA graduate an opportLJ.ni ty t o oc cupy a position of 

eenuine responsib"'lity e8_rly i n his career and it i s no t uncommon 

f or NIA graduates to begin their service with the ~epaY tment 

of Interior as assistant province chiefs or in other i mportant 

provincial posts . 
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choice of government students, the group which had experience

in the public service. of nineteen government students who

responded to the question, seven (36.9%) gave first preference

to National Economy and four (21%) to foreign affairs. Among

108 regular students who responded to the question, 42 (38.9%)

selected foreign affairs while 18 (16.7%) selected the Depart-

ment of National Economy.

The third choice of all students at the NIA was the Depart-

ment of the Interior, selected by 17.3%. The Department of

Interior has more civilian employees than any other agency in

the Vietnamese government as it is responsible for the manage-
-

ment of the 38 provinces throughout the country. past experience

indicates that more NIA graduates will be assigned to Interior

than to any other single agency. The Department of Interior

offers the NIA graduate an opportunity to occupy a position of

genuine responsibility early in his career and it is not uncommon

for NIA graduates to begin their service with the Department

of Interior as assistant province chiefs or in other important

provincial posts.
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GeC?.,g_raphical . A_ssig,_nment Preference 

The centrai government ih $g{g bh has primary respons~bility 

for filling t h e personnel need s b:f Vietnam ' s 38 provinc es , rn 

the past , assignments to unpleasant provincial posts had been 

used as a form of punishment f or the politically and admini$tra-

tively er~ant . In principle , this prac t ice has ceased; neverthe-

less , provincial assignvents continue to ~ e viewed as disagr ee -

Rble int e rl1J.des in an administrative career. Uneven internal 

deve lo pment and ~ nsecurity in many provinces have ' contributed 

to the desire of c i vil servants to be locGted in the few urban 

centers of Vietnam . NIA students , as well as those already 

in governEent service , show _an aversion to being assigned to 
.. ' 

provincial p os t$ . 

Stud ents were asked to list in order qf preference the 

three cities, tovms, or provinces where t:qey would most lik e 

to wo r k, The most f requ ently mentioned answers were Saigon , 

Dalat , :rJha Trang a~1d Hue, These locations share two common 

charac teristics : (1) they offer ~ore of the physical comforts 

than any othe r cities or regions in Vietnam~ (2) they P.·I'.e: a,,11 

a r~ng t he fuost physically secure ereas in Vi ~ tnam. Saigon, 

a~pearing on the liEt of 109 students, was most popular . The 

two famous resort areas , Dalat and Nha Trang, followed in fre-

quency of provinces Lentioned. ~he only other city mentione d 

by mo r e t h an 25 students was Hue , the old imperial capital 

of Vi etne m. 
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Geographical Assignment Preference

The central government in Saigon has primary responsibility

for filling the personnel needs of Vietnam's 38 provinces. In

the past, assignments to unpleasant provincial posts had been

used as a form of punishment for the politically and administra-

tively errant. In principle, this practice has ceased; neverthe- -

less, provincial assignrents continue to be viewed as disagree-

able interludes in an administrative career. Uneven internal

development and insecurity in many provinces have contributed

to the desire of civil servants to be located in the few urban

centers of Vietnam. NIA students, as well as those already

in government service, show an aversion to being assigned to

provincial posts.

Students were asked to list in order of preference the

three cities, towns, or provinces where they would most like

to work. The most frequently mentioned answers were Saigon,

Dalat, Nha Trang and Hue, These locations share two common

characteristics: (1) they offer Lore of the physical comforts

than any other cities or regions in Vietnam: (2) they are all

among the most physically secure areas in Vietnam. Saigon,

appearing on the list of 109 students, was most popular. The

two famous resort areas, Dalat and Nha Trang, followed in fre-

quency of provinces Lentioned. The only other city mentioned

by more than 25 students was Hue, the old imperial capital

of Vietnam.
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Location 

Saigon 

Dal a t 

Nha Trang 

Hue 

c an 'I'ho 

Gia Dinh 

lf, y Tho 

Bi c::;n Eoa 
_, _________ 
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Table XXIII 

Mos t Preferr~d dities, Towns or Provinces 
Appearing on ~ore Than 10 Lists 

- --- --~-

i 
I 

choice 2nd Chbic,e )r\1, I 1st Choice I 

"I 14 i 80 15 

I 13 31 28 
I 

I 11 18 20 
I 

I 7 16 6 . 
I 

3 5 10 

2 11 3 

1 8 6 

-, 3 10 .1. 

Total 

109 

72 

49 

29 

18 

16 

15 

14 

--··- - ---- ----- -·--------------

' 
' i 
i 

I 
i 
I 
). 

I 

'Nhen as ke d to indicate the areas they least preferred t o be 

assigned , NIA s tudents remained consistent in their av8rsion to 

is ol a ti dn and insecurity . The c ost frequently menti oned areas wer 

Ca u au , Con Scin , Pleiku , Banmc thuot , and Kontum . Ca Kau, the 

least preferred city of 76 st ud ents , i s locate d at t he souther n 

ti p of Vi etnam •Nhere Viet Cong terrori sm i s rampant. Twenty one 

students included the island of Con Son on their li sts . This 

island , lying off the southeast coas t of Vi etnam, ga i ned 

notori ety as the Fr ench prison of Poulo Condor , and is still the 

site of a prison . Frequent ms ntion was a l so given to Pleiku, 

Banmethuct qnd ~ontum whi ch ar e s ituat e d i n the rugge d central 

h ighl1=mds of Vi e t nam -v,1here t he re are numeY.'ous settlements of 

primitiv e highlRn~ers presently un 0 ergoing acculturation and 

assimil~ tion. These pi6ne e r provinces cons titute a new f r ont ier 
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Table XXIII

Most Preferred Cities, Towns or Provinces

Appearing on More Than 10 Lists

2nd choice1st choice Total3rd ChoiceLocation
.

14 10980Saigon 15

2813 72Dalat 31

11 20 4918Nha Trang

7 616 29Hue

53 1810Can Tho

3 16Gia Dinh 112

156My Tho 81

3 1410lBien Hoa

When asked to indicate the areas they least preferred to be

assigned, NIA students remained consistent in their aversion to

isolation and insecurity. The most frequently mentioned areas wer

Ca Mau, Con Son, Pleiku, Banmethuot, and Kontum. Ca Mau, the

least preferred city of 76 students, is located at the southern

tip of Vietnam where Viet Cong terrorism is rampant. Twenty one

students included the island of Con Son on their lists. This

island, lying off the southeast coast of Vietnam, gained

notoriety as the French prison of Poulo Condor, and is still the

site of a prison. Frequent mention was also given to Pleiku,

Banmethuot and Tontum which are situated in the rugged central

highlands of Vietnam where there are numerous settlements of

primitive highlanders presently undergoing acculturation and

assimilation. These pioneer provinces constitute a new frontier
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in Vietn~m's economic development and contain few of the com­

forts df urban life . 

Table XXIV 

Leas t Pref erred Cities, Towns or Provinces 
Appearing on i·=o :re Than 10 Lists 

~ LOC8tion 1st Choice 2nd Choice 3rd choic e Total 
--- -·-

32 
I 

20 76 Ca f '.' 8U I 24 
I 

Banr:1ethuot 5 1 12 14 31 
I 
i 

Y( ontum 5 I 12 13 30 I 
I>lei 1{ U 8 I 10 7 '25 

i 
i 
I 

I Con Son 10 I 8 

I 
3, 21 

! 

Ki en Giang t r.:; 7 12 

I 
_, 

l 

Quang Tri 3 6 1 2 11 

I 
I 
I 

Saigon 7 1 
! 

3 11 I 

I 
I 
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in Vietnam's economic development and contain few of the com-

forts of urban life.

Table XXIV

Least Preferred Cities, Towns or Provinces
Appearing on More Than 10 Lists

3rd choice2nd Choice Total1st ChoiceLocation

32 7620 24Ca Mau

31145 12Banmethuot

13 305Kontum 12

258 710Pleiku

3. 21810Con Son

7Kien Giang 5 12-

6 1123Quang Tri

3 ll7 ISaigon
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Foreign Lanpuag e At tit udes 

~hen ~ranee withdrew from Inda-C hina in 195 4 , French 

wa s the lan[;uae e of ins_trLJ.ction in universities and in bet ter 

seconca r y schools . :=:ven -today , French is use d in a nurr:be r of 

courses et the l~iversity of SaiFon , especially in the sciences , 

although these c ourses are fewer each year as Vietnamese re~laces 

French. The re 2scns for this shift are not diff ic ult to discern : 

the nationali sm of the Vi etnaw ese people , the diminis~ing impo r­

tance of ?:r1:mce in t .,,.'-e l ife of Vietnam, the lesser number of 

students who 1l an to purs~e degr ees in FTanc e, and the close r 

ties between Vietn2m and: t he ~ .s. as well as other English 

speating nations - - all o ~ these factors have contributed to 

the dec r eased emphasis on the French 12neuage . 

Contrary t o Th~t ITight be expected i n a nation which 

struggled l ong for independence , neither Franc e nor the Prench 

lan,r:'U2 ge pre in rlisrepute . rrencr inflL1e:nc e is evident i n manY 

facets of Vi - tnamese culture , GovernrRntal decrees a re occasion­

ally published in French as well as Vietnarnes~ , ~nd the ?res id ent , 

Vice President, and other high ranking di gnitari es rely on French. 

when ~eeting vith foreign d i gnitaries and journalists. Neverthe­

l ess , the young generation of Vi e tnamese stud ent s have fa r 

less facility ~-n the Frend: l anguage than do their e l ders . 

~.:any Vi e tr~amesc cf high ;_; chool and 1_1ni Yersj_ ty ae;e now study 
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Foreign Language Attitudes

Then France withdrew from Indo-China in 1954, French

was the language of instruction in universities and in better

secondary schools. Oven today, French is used in a number of

courses at the University of Saigon, especially in the sciences,

although these courses are fewer each year as Vietnamese replaces

French. The reasons for this shift are not difficult to discern:

the nationalism of the Vietnamese people, the diminishing impor-

tance of France in the life of Vietnam, the lesser number of

students who lan to pursue degrees in France, and the closer

ties between Vietnam and the U.S. as well as other English

speaking nations -- all of these factors have contributed to

the decreased emphasis on the French language.

Contrary to what right be expected in a nation which

struggled long for independence, neither France nor the French

language are in disrepute. French influence is evident in many

facets of Vi tnamese culture, Governmental decrees are occasion-

ally published in French as well as Vietnamese, and the President,

Vice President, and other high ranking dignitaries rely on French

when meeting with foreign dignitaries and journalists. Neverthe-

less, the young generation of Vietnamese students have far

less facility in the French language than do their elders.

Many Vietnamese of high school and university age now study
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English AS their first foreign language. As is the c8s e with 

French, their 'corunand of English is not adeq uate for instructional 

purposes. }'ore-0ver , students ente~ing the NIA are divid ed 

between thos e w~10 h2ve stud ied r re:nc h and En.:i;lish , a fa ctor 

whtch adds tc the di ff::_ cul ty of intr.oducing either language in 

the classroom '~ -

The NIA ~as instituted a compulsory En~lish program for 

al l s tu.d ent; s in t.~-:.e belief th2 t tile .English lano:uage will 

become a Valuable tool for go1rer;in e11t Rd:C.!inistrators. Sturl ents 

have cone urrcd i n this j udgrri~en t. HThen asked their O_;)inion 

wheth e r French or :Snc;lish 1NOLi_} d iJe r .. ore lJ eneficial to them 

in their future ~ork as civil servants , the great majority of 

those who made a ~ ef inite choice selected English: Of 110 

stud ents who c~ose one lan7uage or the other, 92 (83 . 6%) selected 

English and or,ly 12 (1 6 . 4/n selectecl. French .· 

Despite the wo rding of the quest ion which Asked them to 

select the 1 anP;:.12,c:!=' they t1-1ought ·v.1 oul d be 11 more 11 beneficial, 

thirty studen~a made ~Rrks opposite both English and French . 

Thus , 1~ students made Frenc h the ir first choice and 30 students 

~ ere unable to choose between Fr~nch or Enclish. These 48 

students tcpresent Vi c tnem 1 s lingering ~espect for the French 

l angu.age and culture . 
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English as their first foreign language. As is the case with

French, their command of English is not adequate for instructional

purposes. Moreover, students entering the NIA are divided

between those who have studied French and English, a factor

which adds to the difficulty of introducing either language in

the classroom.

The NIA has instituted a compulsory English program for

all students in the belief that the English language will

become a valuable tool for government administrators. Students

have concurred in this judgment. When asked their opinion

whether French or English would be more beneficial to them

in their future work as civil servants, the great majority of

those who made a definite choice selected English. of 110

students who chose one language or the other, 92 (83.6%) selected

English and only 18 (16.4%) selected French.

Despite the wording of the question which asked them to

select the language they thought would be "more" beneficial,

thirty students made marks opposite both English and French.

Thus, 18 students made French their first choice and 30 students

were unable to choose between French or English. These 48

students represent Vietnem's lingering respect for the French

language and culture.
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Tabl e XXV 

StL1rl_ent A tt.:i.tude .on Whether ::::irench or Enp;lish 
Will be the More Beneficial in ~he ir 

Future Careers as Civil Ser vants 

·- ·- -- - --- ---------------~---------ii 

~~~:fic i al i·- Go;ernment Stud;nts i Re;ul a r .stud;ntsl A~l_s_1_t._u_d~-~~~~ 
::::::ge -- -1--.. ·': : ___ i__ 12~s I ~: . n: t :: . I 12 . s 

Tuglish 

French and 
English 

Total 

I I 
I 14 58 . 3 I 78 

i 
7 29.2 23 

24 11 6 

67 . 2 92 

! 
19 . 8 I 30 

! 1 40 
' 

65 .7 

I 21. 5 

; 100% I . 
·----------~ --------- -----------------'-~-'----·--'-----j 

NIA stud.ents, are awar e that t hei r own compe tence in "Engl ish i s 

not satisfactory . Ninety p~r cent of then responded affirmat i vely 

when asked if the NIA :c;,hpuld place more eEphas i s on the study of 

English. Onl y fourteen out of 1 40 stud ents fe lt there was no 

need for additional eaphasis . ' 

Table XXYI 

Student Attitude on ,,heth$r t he NIA Should 
Gi v .e I1or e. Emphasis to the Study of the Ene li s h Language 
--------- ··---- ----------------,..--------

'; ! 

l\ ore E:r:.phas i s 
on English 
Lang uage -study 
---------··-··- " 

Yes 

No 

Total 

, I 

Go·:'.: i~nn:.e~ 1'..__~~u dents , . Re. g u 1 a r _::>, tlld en ts 

-~-?_:__i' --- -%_ No . i . % 
' I 

I 79 .2 l 107 

I 
I 

20 •. 8 9 7 . 8 

19 9 2 . 2 

5 

24 I 116 100% 

Ali Student: 
I 

No . ! % __ 

126 i go 

J10 14 
I 

1 40 l 100% 

L--~---------'---
I 
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Table XXV

Student Attitude on Whether French or English
Will be the More Beneficial in Their
Future Careers as Civil Servants

More Government Students Regular Students All Students
Beneficial

% % %No. No. No.Language

12.5French 3 15 18 12.813.

English 7858.314 65.767.2 92

French and
7English 19.829.2 23 21.530

100% 100%100%Total 116 14024

NIA students are aware that their own competence in English is

not satisfactory. Ninety per cent of them responded affirmatively

when asked if the NIA should place more emphasis on the study of

English. Only fourteen out of 140 students felt there was no

need for additional emphasis.

Table XXVI

Student Attitude on Whether the NIA Should
Give More, Emphasis to the Study of the English Language

Government Studentslore Emphasis Regular Students All Students
on English

%Language Study % %No. No. No.

79.2Yes 19 92.2107 126 90

5No 20.8 7.89 14 10

100% 116 100% 100%Total 24 140
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The h i gh pe~centag e of NIA st~d ents favoring gr eater 

em9hasis-· on the &t u.a.:,- of fuglish should not be viewed as . : 

adLiration for American or Anglo - Sn.:xon i n st itutions or culture . 

It is , rather, a realistic a cknowledgment that Engl i s h is 

t he lingua franca of Asia . Since independence, Vietnam has 

ac t i vely sought t o s trengthen i ts international posit i on by 

sending delegat ions to internati onal conferences in Asia and 

elsewhere . ci:1l'1Pse conferenc'es are almo s t 2lways c ond ucted in 

rnclish . Furtb.e r more , Vi etnam has be en the recipient of much 

Americ an aid includirg the award of s cho l a~s hips to st udents , 

administra t ors , 2nd p rof ess i onals to study and travel in the 

ttn i ted St ates . The government also provi des additional com­

pensatj_on for civil serv2nts who have a command of the Er~glish 

lang uage and ·u~ually seiec ts : e~sbnnel for foreign travel from 

among t hose vk.i.o speak English . 

Slightly l c:: ss enthus i asm inas expres s ed by students when 

they were asked if they 1:10Ltld ?refe :..~ to have mo:'.:'e courses 

taught by vis i t i ng f orei 17n professors. 'Tn.ereas ninety per c ent 

of the students wan~ed more emphasis on English, 70 .7% ex­

pressed willingness to have more courses taught by fo re i gn 

rrofessors . Even t~is lower fi f ure sig,if i es an avid int erest 

in th e :Cngl5 sh lanfl~a .q:e. , for the te rm t1foreign prof es so rs 11 in 

actuality mc 5ns American ~rofessors . Mic h igan State University 

professors ut ilize office space and share ~any facilities 
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The high percentage of NIA students favoring greater

emphasis on the study of English should not be viewed as :

admiration for American or Anglo-Saxon institutions or culture.

It is, rather, a realistic acknowledgment that English is

the lingua franca of Asia. Since independence, Vietnam has

actively sought to strengthen its international position by

sending delegations to international conferences in Asia and

elsewhere. These conferences are almost always conducted in

English. Furthermore, Vietnam has been the recipient of much

American aid including the award of scholarships to students,

administrators, and professionals to study and travel in the

United States. The government also provides additional com-

pensation for civil servants who have a command of the English

language and usually selects personnel for foreign travel from

among those who speak English.

Slightly less enthusiasm was expressed by students when

they were asked if they would prefer to have more courses

taught by visiting foreign professors. Whereas ninety per cent

of the students wanted more emphasis on English, 70.7% ex-

pressed willingness to have more courses taught by foreign

professors. Even this lower figure signifies an avid interest

in the English language, for the term "foreign professors" in

actuality means American professors. Michigan State University

professors utilize office space and share many facilities



with t h e NIA faculty . They ~re clearly in evidence and are 

almost the only foreign professors ~10 have taught courses at 

the NIA in recent years . 

~:able XXVII •· 

student Pref.er.enc e on Whether Eore courses 
Should be ~aught by Visi ting Foreign Profes s ors 

I I 

All student Uore Co~rses I GovernKent s tud ents Regular Students 
by Foreign ----·- -·----·1- . --+-----
} '::'..·of essors ? _____ I Ho . ; :;~ , No. I ~6 % 

Ye s 1-----~~ ----l-~~~--r.;--T- 7·-3-.-3-..-----

N o · I 10 ,.. i 41 .7 ., 3·1 26 .7 

! I 
Total 24 100% 1 ll6 100% 

I 

no 0 

99 70 .7 

41 29 . 3 

140 100% 

(.' 
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with the NIA faculty. They are clearly in evidence and are

almost the only foreign professors who have taught courses at

the NIA in recent years.

Table XXVII .

Student Preference on Whether More Courses
Should be Taught by Visiting Foreign Professors

More Courses Government Students Regular Students All Students
by Foreign

%Professors? %No. %No.o No o

58.3Yes 14 85 70.773.3 99

10 41.7No 26.731 29.341

100%24Total 100% 100%116 140



Attitudes Tower~ the Classroom 

The LJ_susl cl2ss in 11 j_etnAL i s c cr.ic~u.cted in a formal 
. 

at mosphere with the pro t essor readin~ ~ compl etely prepared 

lee tu.re , 1;\ihile s tude.nts ass iduously transcribe his worcl_s , 

verb atim, if possible . Questi ons from students and c l assroom 

di scussiohs' -c:re rare . Classes a.re 13.rge and student absences 

are numerous,- 8.S t:tose iT!ho c:.re· not :i_n a~:tendEu1c e can a l ways 

borrow or purchase the notes of their classmates. Examinations 

are largely exerc::_ses der.ar;dins thtn.t t he student r epeat much 

of the ~rof~sso~ ' s l ett~res . 

The NIA h2s been experirental in attempting to break this 

cl2ssroos 1iscussion , And f iel ~ exper ience are pRrt of the 

ea-l'.'O· ~_ t:1' 011 D'~nr'Y""1·11 a+ the Fil ; - ~ - ~ .L J b- C< • C: ,, L _,·; - -• 0 ~he UIA w2s t~e first institution 

.in Vi e t i18 Ft to intro d uce the 11 cPse method " :=:s an edi~cational 

tecr ... I1ique . Ir: collsborc~tio:n wj_t}' J".ichi7o.n Stgte Fniversity, 

the NIA sponsored a c2se program ~~ich resulted in a volume of 

cases dep i cting 8.cl.:riinistrativc _f rocec:;ses in VietnRm. These 

cases, and t~e case method , arc c e ed in three sep8rate courses 

Rt the Institute . 

r' t '] .J.. 
~ u 0 enL resronse to the c sse methoa is hi/?hly favoFRble . 

Of 87 stud ent;s 1yhc h::id come in c~mtact vii th the c nse me t hod 

in the cl? ssroom, 70 exrressed. a:.•proval , four d i sapproved, 

and 13 stU:Ci.ents ha d no opj_nion . In follo·vV-up discussions , stu-

dents reve2led thE:·t there were -Q:w aspects of the case method 

which were ps1~ti ctn2rly Sttt'rective: (1) It provi ded. then v.·i th 

Attitudes Toward the Classroom

The usual class in Vietnal is conducted in a formal

atmosphere with the professor reading a completely prepared

lecture, while students assiduously transcribe his words,

verbatim, if possible. Questions from students and classroom

discussions are rare. Classes are large and student absences

are numerous, as those who are not in attendance can always

borrow or purchase the notes of their classmates. Examinations

are largely exercises demanding that the student repeat much

of the professor's lectures.

The NIA has been experimental in attempting to break this

pattern of education. Term baners, mandatory attendance,

classroom discussion, and field experience are part of the

education program at the NIA. The NIA was the first institution

.in Vietnam to introduce the "case method" as an educational

technique. In collaboration with Michigan State University,

the NIA sponsored a case program which resulted in a volume of

cases depicting administrative processes in Vietnam. These

cases, and the case method, are used in three separate courses

at the Institute.

Student response to the case method is highly favorable.

Of 87 students who had come in contact with the case method

in the classroom, 70 expressed approval, four disapproved,

and 13 students had no opinion. In follow-up discussions, stu-

dents revealed that there were two aspects of the case method

which were particularly attractive: (1) It provided them with
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ins i ght i n to concre te pr oblems of government and administr a tion 

rather than l egal and th~or etical s ituations . ( 2 ) It aff orded 

s t u~ents an opportunity to express their views in the c l assro om 

and raise ~~estions about administra~ive i ssues . The 13 

"no opinion n responses probab l y r eflect the qt;-alms f e l t by 

students about an educationa l teclmi aue which does not provi de 

them ~ith a solid body of lecture n otes fo r examinat i on pur poses . 

Vietnamese students a~e generally uneasy in participn ting 

in class r oom Ciscussion; yet , RS indicated by their response 

to the cns e method , they have an a ppr ec i ation of the intell ec tual 

advant9.1;es of cl2 s sroom pc-:~tici:pe ti on . When asked if the NI A-

sho11 ld provide p:ore op1lo:rtu_ni ty fo r classroorr~ discuss i on , only 

8 . · d t ' t ' 1 m1 ~.-. e remc"·.l·_·,1i'ng 84 . 2do 15 . % of NIA stu en s answerea nega i ve y . ~ ~ 

constitute str ong endorseKent for the idea of c l assroom dis c us sion. 

r,~ore 

Cl.r.issroom 
DiscLrnsion? 

Ye s 

liro 

Total 

I 

Table XXVIII 

Student Attitude Toward More 
Discussion in NIA Clas s es 

l Governr ent Students i Regulsir Sti;.r1 ents 
I 
I 

I lTo . % No . % 
·---------· 

20 83 . 3 97 84 . 3 

4 16 .7 ~8 15 . 7 

24 100% 115 1 00~ -/v 

i 1 

Students I I All l 

l:Jo . % 

117-r::·· 
22 15 . 8 

139 I 100% I 
Note: One regular student did not answe~ t he quest i on. 
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insight into concrete problems of government and administration

rather than legal and theoretical situations. (2) It afforded

students an opportunity to express their views in the classroom

and raise questions about administrative issues. The 13

"no opinion" responses probably reflect the qualms felt by

students about an educational technique which does not provide

them with a solid body of lecture notes for examination purposes.

Vietnamese students are generally uneasy in participating

in classroom discussion; yet, as indicated by their response

to the case method, they have an appreciation of the intellectual

advantages of classroom participation. When asked if the NIA

should provide more opportunity for classroom discussion, only

15.8% of NIA students answered negatively. The remaining 84.2%

constitute strong endorsement for the idea of classroom discussion,

Table XXVIII

Student Attitude Toward More
Discussion in NIA Classes

More
Governi ent Students Regular Students All StudentsClassroom

Discussion?
%1To. To %No. No.

20 83.3Yes 97 84.3 117 84.2

16.7No 4 18 15.7 15.822

100% 100%Total 100%11524 139

Note: One regular student did not answer the question.
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One serious ob s t a cle to more classroom discussion at the : 

NI A is the s i ze of c l o. sses w11ich on occasj_on nurriber in excess 

of 100 s tudents . ··y'.''.)st ctLJ.dents feel t hey viOLJ. l d. r _e c ei ve g,re a ter 

benefit f r om . t he ir educ~tion if cla~~es were small er . ~his 

would obvious l y affo~d them a g r eater opportunity to aik 

questions , express t heir own ideas , and Critically ~nalyze 

conce pts and princip l es of administration. Of 114 students 

who feel class-size i s of importance , 99 ( 86 . 8) )._ favor sr::ta ller 

cl8s3 es . Large cl~s scs r ec eive the endo~sement of only 15 

(13 . 2%) students • 

... -~ - .. _,,... - ' ....... 

~ .. 
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One serious obstacle to more classroom discussion at the

NIA is the size of classes which on occasion number in excess

of 100 students. Most students feel they would receive greater

benefit from their education if classes were smaller. .This

would obviously afford them a greater opportunity to ask

questions, express their own ideas, and critically analyze

concepts and principles of administration. of 114 students

who feel class-size is of importance, 99 (86.8%) favor smaller

classes. Large classes receive the endorsement of only 15

(13.2%) students.
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Appendix 

Questionnaire Submi tted to NI A Students 

1. A.re yov. e. re gu l a r stt•d.ent or a government employee- student? 

F egulnr _____ _ Government ___ _ 

2. Promotion : 

J . Sex: 

.l\Iale Female 

4 . Age: 

5 . Your marital sta tus : 

a) .S i ngle 

b) h arried 

c) Di vorced 

d ) vv idowed. 

6 . Numbe r of children now living : 

7. Birthpl a ce: 

a) Hanoi 

b) .S l sewhere in what i s noi 1-. orth Vi e t I~ am 

c) In what i s now the Centra l Region of South Vie t Nam 

d) In greater Saigon 

e ) Elsewhere in ·whcct is now South Vi et Uam 

f) Other (please i ndic a te ) 

8 . In which city of province we re you living before the 
partition of Viet Nam in July , 1954? 

a) In Hanoi 

b) El sewhe re in what i s now North Viet Nam 

c) In what i s now th e Centra l Region of South Viet Nam 
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Appendix

Questionnaire Submitted to NIA Students

1. Are you a regular student or a government employee-student?

Regular Government

Promotion:2.

3. Sex:

Male Female

4. Age:

5. Your marital status:

a) Single

b) Married

c) Divorced

d) Widowed

6. Number of children now living:

7. Birthplace:

a) Hanoi

Elsewhere in what is now North Viet Namb)

c) In what is now the Central Region of South Viet Nam

d) In greater Saigon

e) Elsewhere in what is now South Viet Nam

f) Other (please indicate)

In which city of province were you living before the8.
partition of Viet Nam in July, 1954?

a) In Hanoi

b) Elsewhere in what is now North Viet Nam

c) In what is now the Central Region of South Viet Nam
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d) In gre2ter Saigon 

e) El sewhere i n 1;1rha t is now South Viet i~ am 

f) Other (please indicate 

9 . \Jhere do your E_a rents presently reside? 

a) I n Hanoi 
.i. _, ' 

b) :G isewhere i n whe.t is now North Vi et Nam 

c) In wh2t is now the C2ntra l Region of Sout h Vi et Nam 

d ) In greater Sa i gon 

e ) 2 lsewhere in wha t i s now 0outh Viet Ham 

f) Other ( plea~e indi cate) 

10 . Religious affili ation : 

a) Bl.~ddhist 

c) Cathol i c 

d) j.1osl em 

e) Protestant 

f ) No religion 
.: L.:. 

e;) 0'tl1er (j_'.:i l°e"c3se indicate ) 

11 . What is your father 1 s occupa tion at pr esent? (be ~pecific) 

12 . 'vi hat w2,s your father 1 s occupa.tion in 1953? (be specific) 

Was your father ever a civil servant ? 

Yes No ,........._ ___ -..,.. 
14. If so , what position did, he hold? (be specific) 
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d) In greater Saigon

e) Elsewhere in what is now South Viet Nam

f) Other (please indicate

9. Where do your parents presently reside?

a) In Hanoi

b) EIsewhere in what is now North Viet Nam

c) In what is now the Central Region of South Viet Nam

d) In greater Saigon

e) Elsewhere in what is now South Viet Nam

f) Other (please indicate)

10. Religious affiliation:

a) Buddhist

b) Cao Dai

c) Catholic

d) Moslem

e) Protestant

f) No religion

g) Other (please indicate)

11. What is your father's occupation at present? (be specific)

12. What was your father's occupation in 1953? (be specific)

13. Was your father ever a civil servant?

Yes No

14. If so, what position did he hold? (be specific)
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15. Is your mothe r presently employed1 

Yes No 

16. If s o , what i s her profession or employment ? 

17. VJhich of the following me ans of conveyan ce do you or 
your pa r ents own? 

f .. 

a) Automob ile 

b ) i-fotor Scooter 
n 

c) Bic.ycle 

1 8 . ~vhich of the following do you or your parents own? 

a ) Home 

b ) Hice fields 

c) Pl anta tion 

d ) A bus iness establishment 

e) Other re al '3State •; 

19. Are you currently employed. wh :i, l e .att..ending\ the NIA?' 

Yes No 

20 . .. Ar e you curr entl y enrolled in any other school whil~ 
attending the NI A? 

Yes No 

21. If so , what school? (be specific) 

( r" 

22. If you we re able to attend the school of your choice and 
r eceive the same financi a l assi stance as you a re presently 
rece i ving , whi ch of the following s chools woul d you attend ? 

a) Faculty of i 1iedicine + Pharma cy 

b ) F'aCl~ity of Law 
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15. Is your mother presently employed?

Yes No

16. If so, what is her profession or employment?

17. Which of the following means of conveyance do you or
your parents own?

a) Automobile

b) Motor Scooter

c) Bicycle

18. Which of the following do you or your parents own?

a) Home

b) Rice fields

c) Plantation

d) A business establishment

e) Other real estate

19. Are you currently employed while attending the NIA?

Yes No

20. Are you currently enrolled in any other school while
attending the NIA?

NoYes

21. If so, what school? (be specific)

22. If you were able to attend the school of your choice and
receive the same financial assistance as you are presently
receiving, which of the following schools would you attend?

a) Faculty of Medicine + Pharmacy

b) Faculty of Law
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c) Faculty of Letters 
" ' 

d) Facul ty of " . .::iciences 
! 

e) Fa culty of Ped.:-i.gogy ' 

f) N.0.~_i_()_:.'}_c::..1 Institute of Admini stra.t i on 

g ) Other (pl eas.$ i nd. ic 2. te) 

23 . If you were not recruired to work for the government upo:r;i 
gradua tion , woul d you nevertheless choose to enter the 
civil service unde r pr esent ~cinditions? 

Yes No 

24 . If you h&ve a choice, in which agency or depart ment of 
government would you prefer to serve ? 

t.! 

25 . List i n order of preference the three cities or towns r- ·or 
provinc es in Vietnam whe re you would most l i ke to work. 

1. 

2 . 

3 . 
. . ' ~ ~ :.:- .. ' 

26 . List the three cities or to1rms and. provinces you consider 
least attra ctive in which to work (i n order of 
unattractiveness) 

1. 

2 . 

-~-- .3 ...• 

27. Do y-C5tc ·reel th2.t the Fr ench language or the English 
l a nguage will be more 'oeneficial to you .in .ypu:r future 
work-~s A civil servant? 

French 

English 
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c) Faculty of Letters

d) Faculty of Sciences

e) Faculty of Pedagogy

f) National Institute of Administration

g) Other (please indicate)

23. If you were not required to work for the government upon
graduation, would you nevertheless choose to enter the
civil service under present conditions?

Yes No

If you have a choice, in which agency or department of24.
government would you prefer to serve?

25. List in order of preference the three cities or townsoor
provinces in Vietnam where you would most like to work.

l.

2.

3.

26. List the three cities or towns and provinces you consider
least attractive in which to work (in order of
unattractiveness)

1.
2

2.

3.

Do you feel that the French language or the English27.
language will be more beneficial to you in your future
work as a civil servant?

French

English
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25. Do you f e el t hat the r e sho,uld be more emphas is on t he 
study of the English langrtage a t the l\JIA? 

Yes No 

', . .. ... 
29 . \Jould you prefer to have more-·NIA courses taught b y 

visiting f oreign professors than a t present? 

Yes No 

3 0. Have you ev e r vsed the book , nc ase s in Vietnamese 
Admi n i s trati on 11 in a ny bf your courses ? 

Yes No 

31. If so , wha t is your opinion of the u se of 11 ca se studies 11 

as a n approa ch to e duca tion? 

c) No opinion 
.#, ~ ••• 

d) Other comment 

32 . Do you feel t hat there shoul d be more opportunity f or 
classroom discussion by stv.9:~nts thar:i <?-t presei:i.t? 

•· <II ...... - .......... . 

·' 
Y~ .s No 

.. 
33 . Do you feel tha t l a r ge lecture classes are a s beneficial 

to you a s those cl a sse s wi th f ewer sty.dents enrolled? 

Large cla sses are more b e.n.~f i .Ci §ll 

Large cl 2,ss e s a re l ess q~~ficial 

.. T.h.e. size of the cla ?S do~s .not matte.r 

' . .. :. 
.. . ; ' 
• ·' .. 

,'II 

, ,.. ,.. ................... ~ ... . 

-···-· ·· ··--·-- .... ... ~ , .... .. ... .. 

' ~ - ' 

l ··~ 

... , .. 
w' 0; .: ' •_ J '·-~~ ~_::;..._..,~----
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28. Do you feel that there should be more emphasis on the
study of the English language at the NIA?

Yes No

29. Would you prefer to have more NIA courses taught by
visiting foreign professors than at present?

NoYes

30. Have you ever used the book, "Cases in Vietnamese
Administration in any of your courses?

Yes No

31. If so, what is your opinion of the use of "case studies"
as an approach to education?

a) Approve

b) Disapprove

c) No opinion

d) Other comment

32. Do you feel that there should be more opportunity for
classroom discussion by students than at present?

NoYes

33. Do you feel that large lecture classes are as beneficial
to you as those classes with fewer students enrolled?

Large classes are more beneficial

Large classes are less beneficial

The size of the class does not matter
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