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FRO Robert Scigliano 

SUBJECT : EROPA 

his is t o give you the current situat ion wi t h respect t o EROPA, 
as well as some react ions to recent memor anda f rom you and !tie s 
Fishel . 

1 . o aovernment in the region has yet rati f ied the EROPA Consti­
tut i on, f or the reason that t he Philippi nes has not yet sent· out 
t he off ici 1 version of the Cons titution . I have aske Dave Wood 
t o cable USO I, 1ani la , t o see if the y can help move things a ong . 
I under s t and f rom Mr . Dang t hat Carlos Ramos took ill immediat ely 
f ollowing t e Conference and vas unable t o do much for about a month 
thereafter . This still does not e xplain the l ong delay, which, 
cons i dering the t entative and lw{ewarm support givency some of t he 
delegates t o t he creation of t he Research Center in Vietnam, 
requires t hat the IA not move t oo f ar beyond t he other hoped - f or 
member s t a t ·es . 

2 . The I' I sent copies o f i t s p rog am t o all governments whiqh had 
represent a ives at the Manila meeting, in mid-Augus t , with a cover 
letter f rom Thong soliciting reactions . Thus far , a few aclnowledge­
ments of receipt have come acl , but no comments . Dang is concerned 
t hat the program may not get into t he right hands i n some cases, 
since i t was sent t o each chie f o delegation a t the Conf erence , 
who was somet imes a diplomatic represent ative of hi s government , 
wi th no special i nterest i n or connection with a public ad i nist ra­
t ion i nst i t ut e . I have suggeste t o Dang that he mi ght send copies 
in· orma - Y t o institute heads , and will t ake this up again a t our 
next mee i na . 

3 . The Vietnrunese Government has not ye t designated leadership 
personnel t o the Center, whic would be the d i rect or, deput 
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SUBJECT: EROPA

This is to give you the current situation with respect to EROPA,
as well as some reactions to recent memoranda from you and Wes
Fishel.

1. No government in the region has yet ratified the EROPA Consti-

tution, for the reason that the Philippines has not yet sent out
the official version of the Constitution. I have asked Dave Wood
to cable USOM, Manila, to see if they can help move things along.
I understand from Mr. Dang that Carlos Ramos took ill immediately
following the Conference and was unable to do much for about a month
thereafter. This still does not explain the long delay, which,
considering the tentative and lukewarm support given by some of the

delegates to the creation of the Research Center in Vietnam,
requires that the NIA not move too far beyond the other hoped-for
member states.

2. The NIA sent copies of its program to all governments which had
representatives at the Manila meeting, in mid-August, with a cover
letter from Thong soliciting reactions. Thus far, a few acknowledge-
ments of receipt have come back, but no comments. Dang is concerned
that the program may not get into the right hands in some cases,
since it was sent to each chief of delegation at the Conference,
who was sometimes a diplomatic representative of his government,
with no special interest in or connection with a public administra-
tion institute. I have suggested to Dang that he might send copies
informally to institute heads, and will take this up again at our
next meeting.

3. The Vietnamese Government has not yet designated leadership
personnel to the Center, which would be the director, deputy
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director , and research chief . I a ssume nothi ng will be done unt il 
Thong ' s return . Withi n t his major limitat ion on action, the f ollow­
ing has been done to da te : 

a . Foreign librarians . A high priori ty need wil l be to obtain 
a competent l i brari an from abroad, and we are looking to the Philip­
pines as the nost convenient and expeditious source . Thong was given 
a detailed job description to use in his conversation wi th Ramos; 
neit her \e nor Dang have recei ved any information on this talk . A 
second librarian will be requested f rom UNESCO as soo· as conditions-­
some movement by the Philippines and Thong 's ret urn--permi t . Dick 
Gardner has been much t oo bus y these past few weeks to do more than 
give some technical advise in this f ield . Dick Chapin, as I will 
mention below, is moving into t his breach and Heyman ' s arrival will 
provide additional strength. 

b . IDeal .Librarians . 

(l) One fut ure EROPA librarian, 1tiss Kim Sa, will leave 
today fo r a year ' s t raining at Wester n Re serve. We and Dang have 
agreed , wi t h her concurrence, t o bri ng her back f or a second year's 
t r a i n i ng at t he Universi ty of the Philippines, assuming , of course, 
t a t her perfor mance is sat isfactory . This will permi t Mi ss Kim Sa, 
who already has studied at the University o f the Philippines f or two 
years, to transfer her credits there and t o receive the B. A. degree. 
A degree , as you know, is very i mportant to a person ' s position in 
a Vietnamese government al agency . I would appreciate i t i f you would 
take all necessary measures, including the application of a cert ain 
medieval ga rment , to ensure that no t hing happens to liss Kim Sa 
during her stay i n the States . 

(2) A second possi ble future EROPA librarian is presently 
the librarian at the Facult of Science . He is eager t o t ake the 
Philippines t raining and return to EROPA, a nd Gardner recommends him 
highly. Since the next semest er does not start until 1my, 1959 , 
there is no need to rush his acceptance, and Dang would lil,.e t o have 
Thon ass on his merits . 

(3 ) A good local f ill-in f or t he EROPA document collection 
is Mrs . tlieu, t he present head of the NIA Research Division ' s docu­
ment iles . Wtrs . Hieu, who wor ed f or a t ime at t he IA l i brary 
and is well regarded by Gardner, has been kept under wraps by the 
NIA unti l recently . Also, unti l recently, the NIA document collection 
has been kept distinct and secret from t he NIA li brary . Dang has 
just instructed tts . Hieu t o reorganize her document f iles along 
"American" l i nes and t o begin limi t ed document purchases . In both 
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director, and research chief. I assume nothing will be done until

Thong's return. Within this major limitation on action, the follow-

ing has been done to date:

Foreign librarians. A high priority need will be to obtaina.
a competent librarian from abroad, and we are looking to the Philip-
pines as the most convenient and expeditious source. Thong was given
a detailed job description to use in his conversation with Ramos;
neither we nor Dang have received any information on this talk. A
second librarian will be requested from UNESCO as soon as conditions--
some movement by the Philippines and Thong's return--permit. Dick
Gardner has been much too busy these past few weeks to do more than

give some technical advise in this field. Dick Chapin, as I will
mention below, is moving into this breach and Heyman's arrival will
provide additional strength.

b. Local Librarians.

(1) One future EROPA librarian, Miss Kim Sa, will leave

today for a year's training at Western Reserve. We and Dang have
agreed, with her concurrence, to bring her back for a second year's
training at the University of the Philippines, assuming, of course,
that her performance is satisfactory. This will permit Miss Kim Sa,
who already has studied at the University of the Philippines for two

years, to transfer her credits there and to receive the B.A. degree.
A degree, as you know, is very important to a person's position in
a Vietnamese governmental agency. I would appreciate it if you would
take all necessary measures, including the application of a certain
medieval garment, to ensure that nothing happens to Miss Kim Sa

during her stay in the States.

(2) A second possible future EROPA librarian is presently
the librarian at the Faculty of Science. He is eager to take the
Philippines training and return to EROPA, and Gardner recommends him
highly. Since the next semester does not start until May, 1959,
there is no need to rush his acceptance, and Dang would like to have
Thong pass on his merits.

(3) A good local fill-in for the EROPA document collection
is Mrs. Hieu, the present head of the NIA Research Division's docu-
ment files. Mrs. Hieu, who worked for a time at the NIA library
and is well regarded by Gardner, has been kept under wraps by the
NIA until recently. Also, until recently, the NIA document collection
has been kept distinct and secret from the NIA library. Dang has
just instructed Mrs. Hieu to reorganize her document files along
"American" lines and to begin limited document purchases. In both
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t asks , she will need out side assistance, a nd Chapin a nd Carmichael 
are undertaldng to help her in the f irs t , and Chapin will help in 
the second . We have loaned ~rrs . Hieu t he half - time services of one 
of our typist - clerks and will ma ke more help available on a back­
stopping basis as i t is needed, unt il the Cent er can go ahead and 
e ngage i ts O\Vl'l personnel. 

c . Re search p roject officer . Three suggested candidate s have 
been submitted to Dang, including Pauline Tho . The best person, if 
Dave 1 ood is able t o spri ng him, is a USOM employee who~roduction 
o f their statistical support should make a good person for working on 
the ne sletter and annotated bibl iography . This is anot her eci sion 
which ca1, ad will have to, await Thong ' s retur n . 

We a r e all very much pleased wi. th the reports on the success o f 
Thong ' s vis i t . I n fact , I am now administ ering an antidote so as t o 
t emper my opt i mism . Your roundwork on the exchange of documents 
will be ver y helpfu l to t he Center, and we will move ahead f rom this 
end . Since this is an NI A act i v i ty ., i t \ill p robably hel develop 
i t s sense o f that fac t t o have t he correspondence is s ue from there . 
I think this posi t ion should al so guide our behavior on the issue o f 
fund -raising, and t hat we should limit ourselves to advice and some 
baclstoppin but avoid getting pulled di r ectly into this k i nd of 
ac t ivity . lso, it is import ant that t he EROPA Center be v iewed 
f rom the outside as a Vietnamese operat ion . O~e o f t he problems o 
t he NI A libr ary , unavoidable under the circumstances, is that it has 
been viewed as an American operat i on and, consequently , the NI A 
faculty have 1ot, uritil recently, taken the i nterest i n or t he espo n ­
sibility for it that they s ould. 

To end on a non- sequitur, than~s very much f or the c abled congratu­
lations on t he APSA award . I also got an u nexpec ted warm no te o f 
congratulations f rom Thong . 

RGS/dcm 
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tasks, she will need outside assistance, and Chapin and Carmichael
are undertaking to help her in the first, and Chapin will help in
the second. We have loaned Mrs. Hieu the half-time services of one
of our typist-clerks and will make more help available on a back-

stopping basis as it is needed, until the Center can go ahead and

engage its own personnel.

C. Research project officer. Three suggested candidates have
been submitted to Dang, including Pauline Tho. The best person, if
Dave Wood is able to spring him, is a USOM employee who production
of their statistical support should make a good person for working on
the newsletter and annotated bibliography. This is another decision
which can, and will have to, await Thong's return.

We are all very much pleased with the reports on the success of

Thong's visit. In fact, I am now administering an antidote so as to

temper my optimism. Your groundwork on the exchange of documents
will be very helpful to the Center, and we will move ahead from this
end. Since this is an NIA activity, it will probably help develop
its sense of that fact to have the correspondence issue from there.
I think this position should also guide our behavior on the issue of
fund-raising, and that we should limit ourselves to advice and some

backstopping but avoid getting pulled directly into this kind of

activity. Also, it is important that the EROPA Center be viewed
from the outside as a Vietnamese operation. One of the problems of
the NIA library, unavoidable under the circumstances, is that it has
been viewed as an American operation and, consequently, the NIA
faculty have not, until recently, taken the interest in or the respon-
sibility for it that they should.

To end on a non-sequitur, thanks very much for the cabled congratu-
lations on the APSA award. I also got an unexpected warm note of
congratulations from Thong.

RGS/dcm
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