
March 10, 1958 

· r . iilliam B. Shore , Staff Officer 
American Society for ublic Adrr~nistration 
6042 · bar l' Avenue 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

ear ·ir. Shore: 

Laverne Burchfield passed through .:>aigon shortly after a preli minary 
eeting to plan for t he 1958 egional Conference on Public Administration 

to be held i n .fa.nila, June 16-27. In discussing t he Saigon preli.'Ilir1.ary 
me eting Laverne t hought it wo~d be int erest ing to get some information 
on it in the Public Aruninistration Review. 

• harles Hyers of our staff ha.s accordingly prepared t he attached short 
s t atemetlt Hi th t he t hought that i t may be suitable for the 11 Cont :porary 
Topics" section of the evi~w. If you l'lish to make use of this, please 
feel free t o dra."trl upon it or re-write it as you t hink appr opriate . 

I am also for~rding under separat e cover a co_ lete set of proceedings 
of the meeting with so ,e of the news coverage . If this would be useful 
in any 1:1ay for the files of t he As so cia tion, please use it a s you see fi"li. 
However, if you have no use fo r such materials , I would very uch appreciate 
i t if you ~ould fo~,~r t hem to the Coordinator, Vietnam roject, l4ichi gan 
State University, with a note su esting t hat he iTiake t hem available to 
the librar t here. · 

enc . 

cc: • R. Fishel 
C. Hyers 

Sincerely, 

Jo T. orsey , Jr., Chief 
Public Administration Divisi on 

rep

fusit

March 10, 1958

Mr. William B. Shore, Staff Officer
American Society for Public Administration
6042 Kimbark Avenue

Chicago 37, Illinois

Dear Mr. Shore:

Laverne Burchfield passed through Saigon shortly after a preliminary
meeting to plan for the 1958 Regional Conference on Public Administration
to be held in Manila, June 16-27. In discussing the Saigon preliminary
meeting Laverne thought it would be interesting to get some information
on it in the Public Administration Review.

Mr. Charles Myers of our staff has accordingly prepared the attached short
statement with the thought that it may be suitable for the "Contemporary
Topics" section of the Review. If you wish to make use of this, please
feel free to draw upon it or re-write it as you think appropriate.

I am also forwarding under separate cover a complete set of proceedings
of the meeting with some of the news coverage. If this would be useful
in any way for the files of the Association, please use it as you see fit.
However, if you have no use for such materials, I would very much appreciate
it if you would forward them to the Coordinator, Vietnam Project, Michigan
State University, with a note suggesting that he make them available to
the library there.

Sincerely,

John T. Dorsey, Jr., Chief
Public Administration Division

JTD/mpw

enc.

CC: W. R. Fishel
C. Myers



A permanent regional organization for the promotion of improved 

public adwinist ration appears to be in the making in Southeast Asia. 

This is , perhaps, the most significant r es ult of the preliminary eet ing 

hel d in Saigon, Vietnan, February 7-13, o develop an agenda and \torking 

procedures f or t he ~ egio:n.a.l Conference on Public Administ ration to be 

held i n f nila in June 1958 . 

he 1 ni la Conferen~e "Will iscuss SOI..e of t he administrat ive problems 

co n to all o the count r i es in this a r ea , such a s t he educating, recurit ing, 

and post- entry training of civil servant s , \ he a dministration of economic 

or 0 iz tion . The propos ed or ni za t i on would sponsor periodic in ernationa.l 

conf erences , set up special C OJ "ttees t,o study s pecific administrat,ion 

problens, provide f or t he publ ica i o and eacha.nge of reports and other 

t erials , n eventually 1 :i..f the necessa~ .. y financial support can be 

developed., es t abl.:!.nh a regional center fo :c t he t raining of higher level 

civil servants . 

The t en nations represent ed at the prelim nary me et ing in i gon were 

~ ust. ra.li , Re ublic of China , I..dia , Japan, epublic of Korea, Laos, 

eder tion Of ~ la I the hilippi nes I r haila11d1 and t he hoSt COuntry I t he 

1 e1 ublic of Viet . . • 1. c offi cial Americ n affency was re~ resent ed a l though 

the .lic . .ig n State Uni versit y Advis ory Group and t he I C ·fis sion in Sai gon 

provided s o e s si stance L~ the fo of translators and s ecretaria l help. 

The f ac t t t the mee ·i ng \ia.S sponso_ed and . naged exclusivel y by Asian 

countries appears t o have reassured s o.l!le count ries t t t he 1-la. · 1a onfe rence 

will net be dominat ed by t he u.s. or other wester n powers, and i t LS expe cted 

t hat several a dditi onal countrie s \dll at t end. 

A permanent regional organization for the promotion of improved

public administration appears to be in the making in Southeast Asia.

This is, perhaps, the most significant result of the preliminary meeting

held in Saigon, Vietnam, February 7-13, to develop an agenda and working

procedures for the Regional Conference on Public Administration to be

held in Manila in June 1958.

The Manila Conference will discuss some of the administrative problems

common to all of the countries in this area, such as the educating, recuriting,

and
and post-entry training of civil servants, the administration of economic

organization. The proposed organization would sponsor periodic international

conferences, set up special committees to study specific administration

problems, provide for the publication and exchange of reports and other

materials, and eventually, if the necessary financial support can be

developed, establish a regional center for the training of higher level

civil servants.

The ten nations represented at the preliminary meeting in Saigon were

Australia, Republic of China, India, Japan, Republic of Korea, Laos,

Federation of Malaya, the Philippines, Thailand, and the host country, the

Republic of Vietnam. No official American agency was represented although

the Michigan State University Advisory Group and the ICA Mission in Saigon

provided some assistance in the form of translators and secretarial help.

The fact that the meeting was sponsored and managed exclusively by Asian

countries appears to have reassured some countries that the Manila Conference

will not be dominated by the U.S. or other western powers, and it is expected

that several additional countries will attend.
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The underlying theme of the meet ing, expressed b .. ;· 1-fr. N~en-Ngoc-Tho, 

Vice- resident of Viet nam, in his welcoming address and re-emphasized by 

ot e r dele tions during t _ e course of the meet ing, was t he idea that 

a.dminist~cttive co cep ·s and methods :must develop and change -vrith the tines 

to de 1 e fectively ·Ti.tb ne~:l and challengL-,o probl • 

I n additi on to the f o 1 discussions 'eld at t he In ernational Con­

f erence Iiall in downto :n S igon , d0lega.tes visited a nur.lber of central 

governr:lent agencies and field offices. One afternoo was spent at the 

tiona.l Institute of Achn:ini.s ~.~ration, where they were briefed by N. I .A. 

f culty nd s taff o t e " . I •• 's teacil"ng, research , and in-service 

training programs . The a dvisory role of t he l-!SU t echnical assistanc e 

gro p \'TaS lso explained . 

This reli · n ry meet,ing i n igor. , e first such intematicnal con­

f er ence on publ ic a d•'Dinistration t o be held in t he r egion,, gp.ve conside:r.able 

impetus to t e developing interest in public administration in Asia, and to 

the real izat i on of t he importance of ef fective public admi.nis t ratio in 

sol vin the regie 1 s very diffic' t probl ems of econo c and social 

development • 

Feb rJ 25, 1958 
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The underlying theme of the meeting, expressed by Mr. Nguyen-ligoc-Tho,

Vice-President of Vietnam, in his welcoming address and re-emphasized by

other delegations during the course of the meeting, was the idea that

administrative concepts and methods must develop and change with the times

to deal effectively with new and challenging problems.

In addition to the formal discussions held at the International Con-

ference Hal 1 in downtown Saigon, delegates visited a number of central

government agencies and field offices. One afternoon was spent at the

National Institute of Administration, where they were briefed by N.I.A.

faculty and staff on the N.I.A.'s teaching, research, and in-service

training programs. The advisory role of the MSU technical assistance

group was also explained.

This preliminary meeting in Saigon, the first such international con-

ference on public administration to be held in the region, gave considerable

impetus to the developing interest in public administration in Asia, and to

the realization of the importance of effective public administration in

solving the region's very difficult problems of economic and social

development.

February 25, 1958
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