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I ad vi.th cons1de"'ble interest your memo ot .Decetllber 9, aame subject, 
.aa well aa 'l'a7lor•s menaoranda. I am atra1d the lneident ca\Uied an 
und~ and.1 I think, unwa.rrant~ reaction on the part ot Taylor. I take 
tull respouibility tor the interview betwten Hend.r1 and Mr· 'l'ho, tor 1t 
was· at I!V' ausseat1on tnat llen4ry talke<l with 'l'ho and prepared the 
me rand&. 'l'h1a doea not mean that I endorsed everything Hendry 8814. 
'l'ho had recently come back ~ ·in extena1ve and ard\lOu.s tield trip and 

VerJ anxious to 1ntegnate bls. •ter1al. I thought an extended f!U• 
cua11on with lfendey "o~d bel to toeua •ttera in h1a own. llllnd. , , 

tJ on h1a return I aav Mr. fho, and he spent Thanlcagiv~ at 11\Y ho\Uie. 
It 'WU Tho Who 1n1t1ate4 ._,. 4U.cuas1on v1th me concemJ.rtg his 1ntereat 
in recrt&ing tax apeo1al1ata tor Vietnam and emphaa zed the tact that n., 
desired very practical •n ot vide ex.per1ence. He liaid that be looked forward 
to worldng With 1'qlor on thta. 1 had alwq-a v1s•l1ze4 the Coordina~or•a 
ott1ct aa aore than a -••• oemet- and ha4 conaidettecl that one ot our 
mo t ill · ortet tunct1ona waa to raise q~•t1ona on aey s\lbJeot bearing 
u.pon o Ogrfim 1n V1etna Which might help to indicate other altel'n8t1vea 
t'rorrt our view. point here. Jim lfendlty 1 1n h1a short period. on the PNJect 
bore, baa proved very helptul in a nwaber ot reapecta 1 'and I thought it 
quite natural that he talk to • Tho. I !'11sht n ion that we have 
extended ourselves 1n eat•bl1sh1 cordial and close relltio~ with 
Mr. ~o. . In a previous co111unicat1on trQm Sa1gQn we were 1ntormed that 
we were to . s-Pd Mr. 'l'hO u heinz on the ame lev 1 aJ Vu Van Thai and 
. ct ccordingly. I don't think 1 have done anything. Which VQUl<l endan8er 
thb tine wart Which JU.lt 'l'aylOl' hU done 1n Vietnaa. It 1lu clear to ua 
that 'l'aJlor enJOJ& the cont14ence an4 eateem ~ Mr. Tho. We were vel"J 
ha · to aenae thia and would d nothing to hw:-t t a relat1orush1p. On 
tbe contre.ry, I think .or will discover the ·next time that he meta Mr. 
Tho that hia reception here haa helped to a·ol1dity his oa1t1ve teeling 
toward U and JIIUO. 
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Stanley T. GabisFrom:

Tax Reform in VietnamSubject:

I read with considerable interest your memo of December 9, same subject,
as well as Taylor's memoranda. I am afraid the incident has caused an
undue and, I think, unwarranted reaction on the part of Taylor. I take
full responsibility for the interview between Hendry and Mr. Tho, for it
was at my suggestion that Hendry talked with The and prepared the
memoranda. This does not mean that I endorsed everything Hendry said.
The had recently come back from an extensive and arduous field trip and
was very anxious to integrate his material. I thought an extended dis-
cussion with Hendry would help to focus matters in his own mind.

Upon his return I saw Mr. Tho, and he spent Thanksgiving at my house.
It was The who initiated that discussion with me concerning his interest
in recruting tax specialists for Vietnam and emphasized the fact that he
desired very practical men of wide experience. He said that he looked forward
to working with Taylor on this. I had always visualized the Coordinator's
office as more than a message center and had considered that one of our
most important functions was to raise questions on any subject bearing
upon our program in Vietnam which might help to indicate other alternatives
from our view point here. Jim Hendry, in his short period on the Project
here, has proved very helpful in a number of respects, and I thought it
quite natural that he talk to Mr. Tho. I might mention that we have
extended ourselves in establishing cordial and close relations with
Mr. Tho. In a previous communication from Saigon we were informed that
we were to regard Mr. Tho as being on the same level as Vu Van Thai and
act accordingly. I don't think we have done anything which would endanger
the fine work which Milt Taylor has done in Vietnam. It was clear to us
that Taylor enjoys the confidence and esteem of Mr. Tho. We were very
happy to sense this and would do nothing to hurt this relationship. On
the contrary, I think Tailor will discover the next time that he meets Mr.
Tho that his reception here has helped to solidify his positive feeling
toward MSU and MSUG.



Concern1ns Dave Coa, I aense the situation is getting a bit more com­
pl1qated. Dave ~ told me &Ollie time ago that he had bopec1 to work out 
*n agreement with Milt Taflor b7 correspondence which would help to 
clet1ne hiS aa,lgnment 1n Viet~. I gathel' that this hill not come to 
f'ru1t1on. I think rou are quite correct that this atter should be 
settled •• soon aa poas1ble. "' guess 1a that it will inVolve some delicacy. 

I understand troa rour lll8lllo that the attitude ot ICA/W elim1natea tba 
pOaa1billtr ot Milt '.l'llylor caa1ng to the States tor this re~Nitmen_t 
ettort . I would like this contirMCt a• loon u possible tor, I want to 

s the 1ntor.t1on to Mr. Tho Who v111 be returning to ra•t 
Lans:ing Decellber 17. At thiS point ve al"e uncertain aa to {his / tut ure 
plan~ aftd v111 tey to get acme clar1t1cat1on u to h1a inte'nrtona/ over 
tne next tvo months . ( 

S'l'O/ap 
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Concerning Dave Cole, I sense the situation is getting a bit more com-
plicated. Dave had told me some time ago that he had hoped to work out
an agreement with Milt Taylor by correspondence which would help to
define his assignment in Vietnam. I gather that this has not come to
fruition. I think you are quite correct that this matter should be
settled as soon as possible. My guess is that it will involve some delicacy.

I understand from your memo that the attitude of ICA/W eliminates the
possibility of Milt Taylor coming to the States for this recruitment
effort. I would like this confirmed as soon as possible for I want to
pass on the information to Mr. Tho who will be returning to East
Lansing December 17. At this point we are uncertain as to his future
plans and will try to get some clarification as to his intentions over
the next two months.

ThasSTG/ap
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