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Dr. Wesley R. Fishel

Dear Dr. Fishel:

I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude for
all the hospitality and assistances extended me
during my stay in your country.

As regard the Reparations I have been exerting
my utmost since my return to live up to my word by
calling on and inducing the political economical
and foreign affairs authorities to

a. arrive at a solution prior to Premier Kishi's
visit to Viet-nam

b. for which purpose preliminary negotiations
initiated by Japan should be carried out at
Saigon

to which our Government is gradually inclined.

Ambassador Konagaya is expected to be called back
soon for consultation on the matter. The persons
whom I have personally conversed with particularly
on this problem of Reparations are:

Vice Premier Ishii and Dietman Mitamuraa.
(a fellow partner during my Tohokai days and
advisor to the Vietnam Association) and other
prominent politicians. Dietman Mitamura is
a personal friend of Premier Kishi as well as
the most confided comrade of Mr. Kono, State
Minister and Director of the Economic Planning
Agency and most powerful member of the Kishi
Cabinet. Mr. Mitamura has influenced Mr. Kono
and also has consented on July 12, to approach
Premier Kishi, Finance Minister Ichimada and
Foreign Minister Fujiyama.
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b~ As f or the pe ople in the economical cir cles, 
I have conferred ith qu ite a number includin 
Mr. Ue mura , Vice President of the Fed eration of 
Econ omi c Organizations . Mr. Uemura has 
previously submitted to President Ngo Dinh Diem 
a $5o,ooo,oo~~~~~_ic~operation private plan 
and is the c~a~1gure- in t he economic world 
as well as being a n intimate friend of Premier 
Kishi and Foreign Minister Fuj i yama . He has 
consented on July 16 to form a uefinite de c i sion 
of the economi c circle s and persuade P~emier 
Kis hi and Foreign Min i te r Fujiya a . 

c. I also ob tained t he concurr e nces of Mr . Ita aki , 
Chief of the Asia Bureau (Jul y 10), Mr . Shirahata , 
Reparations Coun cill or (j u ly 9) r . Su 1a, Ch ief 
of the Ee~·III Section (J uly 12) of the 
Foreign ~in1 strf Office . 

Mr. Shimonaka, Chair tan of the Vietnam Association, 
will call on Pre mier Kish i and Fore ign Minister Fujiyama 
i n t he very near future a nd also w1ll meet Mr. Yokoyama , 
for. er Con s ulate Genera l at Hanoi &Ari an et:ttsi-der Ofl 

-lt.w: ~ &a p f.t.M< ~ ~ • 

It was not only a most ti ely and good o pportunity 
to ha e c eyed y our o i · n t thi moment, due to 
the fact that the japanese Government was s eeking 
solution of the Reparations problem pr ior to the visit 
of our Prime Minis ter to your C(JU'ttry but also gave much 
impetus to the early agre ement among the political and 
economi.cal tfor l d and \<f i thin the l"areign office • 

I sha ll no t loosen my promotiona l work and wil l 
assist Mr . 1itamu r a to urg e Premier Kis h i, Foreign 
Minister Fujiyama and Di rector lono to th t effect . 

Mr . Kono, the comrade of Mr. itamur a , is the most 
powerful man in the Ca binet and inas .uch s r r. Ichimada , 
who g overns th fin a ncial side is a Kono adherent , the 
conditions for a n early solution on Reparat'ons is 
deem ed most favor able . 

One a pprehe n sion bothers me . as I pointed out when 
I saw you , that t he J apanese peo ple, on the .rhole , are 
n ot o f t he o p i ni on that much dama g e have been inflicted 
on Vietnam duri n the last War . 
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b. As for the people in the economical circles,
I have conferred with quite a number including
Mr. Uemura, Vice President of the Federation of
Economic Organizations. Mr. Uemura has
previously submitted to President Ngo Dinh Diem
a $50,000,000 economic cooperation private plan
and is the central figure in the economic world
as well as being an intimate friend of Premier
Kishi and Foreign Minister Fujiyama. He has
consented on July 16 to form a definite decision
of the economic circles and persuade Premier
Kishi and Foreign Minister Fujiyama.

I also obtained the concurrences of Mr. Itagaki,C.
Chief of the Asia Bureau (July 10), Mr. Shirahata,
Reparations Councillor (July 9) Mr. Suma, Chief
of the Economic III Section (July 12) of the

asiatic
Foreign Ministry office.

Mr. Shimonaka, Chairman of the Vietnam Association,
will call on Premier Kishi and Foreign Minister Fujiyama
in the very near future and also will meet Mr. Yokoyama,
former Consulate General at Hanoi and an on
Vietnam affairs to facilitate the preparatory discussions,

consentedhas to

It was not only a most timely and good opportunity
to have conveyed your opinion at this moment, due to
the fact that the Japanese Government was seeking
solution of the Reparations problem prior to the visit
of our Prime Minister to your country but also gave much
impetus to the early agreement among the political and
economical world and within the Foreign office.

I shall not loosen my promotional work and will
assist Mr. Mitamura to urge Premier Kishi, Foreign
Minister Fujiyama and Director Kono to that effect.

Mr. Kono, the comrade of Mr. Mitamura, is the most
powerful man in the Cabinet and inasmuch as Mr. Ichimada,
who governs the financial side is a Kono adherent, the
conditions for an early solution on Reparations is
deemed most favorable.

One apprehension bothers me, as I pointed out when
I saw you, that the Japanese people, on the whole, are
not of the opinion that much damage have been inflicted
on Vietnam during the last War.
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The r efore , I pe r sonally t h ink that the $150 , 000 , 000 
re quest by y our Gove rnment is unreasonab l y exor bit ant . 
This opini on i s n ot our Government ' s co ce ption but 
the hum l e gene r al sense of the peo ple . As you can 
understand , the Ja panese Government c nno t a cce t 
y ou r demand entirely withou t givin g a count of the 
general sent i ment, On the other ha nd , it is my 
op inion t hat t h e Vi etnam Governme nt lvould b bette r 
off n ot to b e p r ejud ic ed on a near- sigh t ed f i gurative 
c al c u lation , but t o t ake i n to c onsid ratio o f the 
fut r ec on omi c cooperation between our t vo coun tries 
un c oncerned with the Repa r a tion p rob lem. Ba sed on 
t h l og i c t ha t the collabor t i on amon g i e t nam, U. S . A. 
and Japan woul d be a c ontribution not o ly t o the 
pro s pe r it~ and peace o f Asia but to t hat o f th e whole 
wo r l d , it i s ear ne stly h oped that our ovc r nment wil l 
k i ndly inqu i re fu ther into the mat te r f o r a solution 
with more objective validity . 

It wou l d b e greatly a pp r e ciated if y ou could 
inform me o f the r ecent movement s of your Gove r nment 
concer1 i n t h e Repara ti ons pr oblem. 

Than · i ng you fo r y our ind attention and wi th 
y person 1 cor d ial r egards , 

Yours very tru ly , 
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Therefore, I personally think that the $150,000,000
request by your Government is unreasonably exorbitant.
This opinion is not our Government's conception but
the humble general sense of the people. As you can

understand, the Japanese Government cannot accept
your demand entirely without giving account of the
general sentiment. On the other hand, it is my
opinion that the Vietnam Government would be better
off not to be prejudiced on a near-sighted figurative
calculation, but to take into consideration of the
future economic cooperation between our two countries
unconcerned with the Reparation problem. Based on
the logic that the collaboration among Vietnam, U. S. A.
and Japan would be a contribution not only to the
prosperity and peace of Asia but to that of the whole
world, it is earnestly hoped that your Government will
kindly inquire further into the matter for a solution
with more objective validity.

It would be greatly appreciated if you could
inform me of the recent movements of your Government
concerning the Reparations problem.

Thanking you for your kind attention and with
my personal cordial regards,

Yours very truly,

Masayoshi Nagatanaguta
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