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Depa rtment of Na tiona l ~con omy 

Spee ch iven by Mr Nguyen Di eu , Dire ctor of ~con omy for P~S 
a t the me e t i ng of the re search and studie s group of the P~ · S . 

Industry - Indust r y i n t he PMS is pl ac ed i n t he hands of 
f ore i gn ers name l y Fr ench an d Chinese . Bi g f actories which 
have many workers s uch a s tea f actory , coffee , r ubber , cement , 
bricks , construction , ma tc h and electric ity company etc be long 
t o Lrench i ndustrials . 

Among t he companies and f a c torie s r e ·istered i n 1953 
v-;hich amounted t o 65 i n t he whole Pl•IS on l y 6 of them a t Bl a o 
belonged t o Vi etnamese . i nce t hen , due to t he politica l events 
s ome of the compan i e s eit.h er had s topped t he ir..J-..or had been s old 
to Vi etnamese . t:b.·v\~ 

At Djiring t he s ituation has change d ~ompletely : onl y 3 
out of the 16 exist i ng fa ctories be long t o Vi etnamese . I n the 
l a s t few years t he Fren ch had hol d some 3 7 compan i es and pl an ­
t at ions . 

he que stion of r eplac i ng fore i gners i n t he oper a tion of 
fa ct ories and pl antat ion pre sen t s a serious problem· O.ly 
Vi etnamese can assume t hi s r e sponsib ility but s i nce i n t he PJJ:S 
t he h i ghlanders outnumbe r t he Vi e t namese ( 6 to l) a nev.r econ omic 
development progr am s hou l d be a dopte d to " ref orm" t he agr i cu l ­
t ural me t hods tha t t he h i ghl anders have u sed up to now . They 
must be tra i ned t o live in one determi ned pl a ce i n s tead of mo­
ving a round . 

' mon the a rts and c r aft s produced by h i ,crhl anders weavin ~ 
i s c onsi de red a s the most i mportant . 

Concern ing t he development of t hi s prof ession (ac cordi n 
to means and fa c i lities ) it can be done i n three fo l lowing 
phases : 

First pha se . wupp l y looms t o hi ghl anders and show t h9m 
how to ope r at e t hese l ooms . 

Second phas e . Repl a ce t hese looms by j a panese - made 
which can use co t t on with s hort thread produc- 2d i n t he PMS . 
Thi s t ype of looms gi ve be t ter resul ts and operate much f ct s t er . 

Third step . Repla ce t he cotton grown i n t he c ountry 
by those i mported because t he l a t ter produces ood quality . 
Tr y t o sprea d the cult ivat ion and use of t his cotton tl en buy 
modern l ooms t o wor k vith it . 

Comme rce/ Besi de t he export of a small quantity of tea 
t o North ifric a , green t ea , t o Cholon and ve etab l es t o Sa i gon 
there i s pr a c tically noth i ng in Da l a t which can contr i but e 
gr eat l y t o the Commerce of t he P1· .. 1S . It i s on l y a center a con ­
sumption . On l y Da l a t and Banme t huot a re t he bi g centers whic h 
have many st ores . There a r e some 32 professions registered i n 
Dal a t among which hote l keep i ng occup i es t he mos t i mportant 
p l a c e . 

' ~riculture : Among t he pl ants grown i n Da l a t tea occu ­
pi es a l a r ge area (4 . 600 hecta res with a production of 3000t ons) 
There are two t yp es of t ea : gr een t ea and bla ck tea . 

If t he coope r a tive s of production and consumption coul d 
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Industry - Industry in the PMS is placed in the hands of
foreigners namely French and Chinese. Big factories which
have many workers such as tea factory, coffee, rubber, cement,
bricks, construction, match and electricity company etc belong
to French industrials.

Among the companies and factories registered in 1953
which amounted to 65 in the whole PMS only 6 of them at Blao
belonged to Vietnamese. Since then, due to the political events
some of the companies either had stopped their or had been sold
to Vietnamese.

At Djiring the situation has changed completely: only 3
out of the 16 existing factories belong to Vietnamese. In the
last few years the French had hold some 37 companies and plan-
tations.

The question of replacing foreigners in the operation of
factories and plantation presents a serious problem. Only
Vietnamese can assume this responsibility but since in the PMS
the highlanders outnumber the Vietnamese (6 to 1) a new economic
development program should be adopted to "reform" the agricul-
tural methods that the highlanders have used up to now. They
must be trained to live in one determined place instead of mo-
ving around.

Among the arts and crafts produced by highlanders weaving
is considered as the most important.

Concerning the development of this profession (according
to means and facilities) it can be done in three following
phases:

First phase. Supply looms to highlanders and show them
how to operate these looms.

Second phase. Replace these looms by japanese-made
which can use cotton with short thread produced in the PMS.
This type of looms give better results and operate much faster.

Third step. Replace the cotton grown in the country
those imported because the latter produces good quality.by

Try to spread the cultivation and use of this cotton then buy
modern looms to work with it.

Commerce Beside the export of a small quantity of tea
to North Africa, green tea, to Cholon and vegetables to Saigon
there is practically nothing in Dalat which can contribute
greatly to the Commerce of the PMS. It is only a center a con-
sumption. Only Dalat and Banmethuot are the big centers which
have many stores. There are some 32 professions registered in
Dalat among which hotel keeping occupies the most important
place.

Agriculture: Among the plants grown in Dalat tea occu-
pies a large area (4.600 hectares with a production of 3000tons)
There are two types of tea: green tea and black tea.

If the cooperatives of production and consumption could
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be establi shed t he producers woul d make more )? ,~n:;~~ and thus 
en courage the pl antation of t ea . Pl an ha s been made as to the 
e sta bli srnnent of f a c t ories of Chi nese tea on the spot . Chi ne se 
t echnic i ans coul d be hired to tra i n Vi e t name se in t he prepa r a ­
tion of gr een tea \'lfh ich i s up t o th i s da ts bought from chinese . 

Coffee and r ubbe r pl antation be long to Fr en ch . Howe ver i n the 
l a st fe w years , t he production ha s b een de creased due t o politica l 
situat ion i n t he country . 

' or r ic e , it occupie s a r e a r ea of 83 . 000ha . Howeve r this 
f i gure is only an e s timat e for the h i hl an ders do not grow rice 
the way )< the Vietnamese do . They do not grow it~ i n t he s ame 
pl a ce but at di f ferent one s ea ch time . This f act make s t he con­
trol an d reg i stra tion work diffi cult for t he agricul t u r a l servic e s . 

Sinc e the suppl y of rice is not enough for t he whole popu­
l at ion it i s desirable t o encourage t he planta tion of rice . 
This fact could be materialized by gr anting l and and loans t o peo­
ple who re i nte r ested i n t he cultiva tion of ric e . It wa s a lso 
suggested tha t a r ea of r ic e culture should be created by t he 
Depa rtment of griculture and shoul d be put into opera tion in 
t he near future . The government mus t provide mean s ~o that 
private people could develop agriculture in t he PMS iu or de r 
to be s elf- sufficient in case of l a ck of communication with 
outside . 

encourage the plantation of tea. Plan has been made as to the
establishment of factories of Chinese tea on the spot. Chinese
technicians could be hired to train Vietnamese in the prepara-
tion of green tea which is up to this date bought from chinese.

Coffee and rubber plantation belong to French. However in the
last few years, the production has been decreased due to political
situation in the country.

For rice, it occupies are area of 33.000ha. However this
figure is only an estimate for the highlanders do not grow rice

the Vietnamese do. They do not grow it in the samethe way
place but at different ones each time. This fact makes the con-
trol and registration work difficult for the agricultural services.

Since the supply of rice is not enough for the whole popu-
lation it is desirable to encourage the plantation of rice.
This fact could be materialized by granting land and loans to peo-
ple who are interested in the cultivation of rice. It was also
suggested that area of rice culture should be created by the
Department of Agriculture and should be put into operation in
the near future. The government must provide means DO that
private people could develop agriculture in the PMS in order
to be self-sufficient in case of lack of communication with
outside.
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