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TRAN VAN Do

Saison 29 December 1966

Dear Mr. Fisher,

Received your letter of
the 19th December As

told 14. Vu Vou thai I could not find the letter
sent to me

by Mender- France in Ganwa in 1954.

a think it was weaked in Dizm's
personal papers

and
was destroyed.

However S think that you want to know the cirum-
stances under which this letter was written st and what
were its contents

a arrived in Ganzva
3

July 1954 sent by Diam

Before
his departure from Paris for Viet Nam , organized

between Dein,a luncheon

his brother Luipin and myself,
on the Vistnamese

side;

and, on the Frincin side quy ( Minister in

change of relations with the Associate States) and we
chief of

cabount leased St. M'Leu L?]. During the course of this

luncheon H. Lestambre assured us that the French govern-

would neepluca
us

informed of negotiations with friends
ment

and Enemies

Arriving
in

qEneva around the
beginning of July 1

knew
nothing of

the situation. Nearly all the heads of
delegations were absent. a learned

from my colleaques
[collaborature] that they knew that there had beensidelines
conversations on the

between different delegations,
but our was

keptin
the

background
sister and totally

uninformed "Everything was passing over our heads."

Around the 4th or 5th
of July, 1 agreed to meet

Pham van Dong ( was accompanied by Nawyen hull Chai)

During the course
of

the
confrontation

1) received confirmation
of the plan for the partition of Viztnam Pham van

Dong
asked me what 1 thought of a division at the 130

pq.2 parallel a told him that, being newly arrived, 1 had

not had time to
formulate an opinion He then disclared

that it was to be only a provisional partition, since the
Elections were to be held after a brief dalay.

for reunification)
( Du 5 months.) He asked what S thought

of the
delay to which 1 respond to : " No opinion

but a priori it appears short to me, "
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VAN DO -2-

that
The

was
Public

a resume
of the escentials

essence

of the
mesting[ announcement

Eilleg, La Priora I published the
following Meeting of proud

enemits Dong Do .] The same
day,

that
day

the French and American deligations came to SEL me

M. Chaurel [of une French delegation] communicated to me a
varbal note in which he had said that the French,
British in American governments had

already agreed to a

meeting
which had

unit
having taken place a month and a half Earlier

(around May 27, if
1 remember correctly) which if the

demarcation use would pass through the 18° parallel,
it would be accepted.

To M. chaural, who required about the subject of
my meeting with Pham van Dong,

1 stated that it

was a courtesy call and, funenzemora.
a regreted that

the French delegation had reneged on its promise to KEEP
us

informed of the
proceedings during their negotiations

with the Vist Minn.

received lates the American delegation which1

communicared the same verbal message to me. E-sensition

1 was thus certain that the devision had
mussing

been decided between the French i the Viztminis and

accepted by the others. Since this French gawz up the

struggle : the Americans refused
to Engage in the war,

[micontestablethe division was

diversapable. of

preservi

They

half
the

country
193

thought then that in order to the material
win

we still had, and if not Farmuz ad] themeans

competition between North and South at least resist

the
conquest of

the South by
the North, complete

independence would be necessary
-

independence
within

the French union would no longer be [a] saws factory

[alternative]. - at would also be vital to deprive the

Vist Mink
of

the title of "champions of independence",

which had permitted
them to win the support of all

the Vnames2 people
and win the was.

During an Encounter with
Hendry

trance, told

him. warn you that 1 would protest the division
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of my country even
if

1 were told that such a dui -

sion was
only temporary,

since Las in
Gromany and

Korz ) the
temporary" often risks becoming permanent

Next a must have France's solzmn oath given even

here, that she will grant us independence - "total and

without amergenty of
not. then 1/ would laaz

GEnwa immediately with the Vnamasz delegation."

Mandag
trance

agreed
and requested

that J send

someone to discuss the terms of
the declaration

assigned Nauyen hus Chau to make contact

with the cabinet
of Manday

France for
this endrever.

Tenor(?)
Tenets of the declaration

1) Solemn promise by France to grant
total independence

to visit Nam;

2) vacuation of French troops at the
request of

Vist Nam ;

3, All litigation
between France " VN would be

conducted before an ambitrator acceptable

to both countries.

this letter
from Mender-trance, drafted

in this
spirit, wa S

Pq.4 sent to me several minutes before 3:00 p.m. July 21st.

that is, just before
the

Conference
convened for

the

last time.

1 do not recall Exactly
the terms of the letter,

but the three above points reconstruct the spount of

the contents,

of
there are any remaining points which 1 can

clarity apropos of
the

grneva Zonfinener 1 am
enturely

at your desposal.

your

Tran

Jan
Do
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