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De' r J ne, k i ds , nd D 

Uore 1 .. u.~ in in Sei~on,_ C 11 it Fishel's Fool Luc !"' - - bee u ·o :1nyw y you 
loo!:J: t it, I m.i:ssed the e:xcitament very ne tly. 1 w:1 in Rn.ngoon when the 
plane oc ed the p.;,l •.t.C e here,. n.n' b: d ju~ t r ri vo 1 bore vhen Gen('r:1.I.r e 1''i n 
too!c over there. llum ·)t1S Wo l dn ' t you knmr it? Ju t think of beinno out here 
so close , nd yet eing bot reen these t '10 interos "t ing event • Yell, in ,. ny 
c ···s e, I w:lc just given t roeordinr; of tl1c r •i d on the p la.cc uhicb wa. 
ma.tle by the i gll school- ge son of n ,!SU c ap , ·nd I 1 11 let you h<1ve th- t 
~c rious o pcrience in To ·yo. (I believ my t ··pe a o h~ : so of tile s oun( .:· 
of the coup of 1 9CO on it . ) 1e boy wl10 rn tlc it i · !!verett nd Lorr ino Fzner y ' 
son, rhom J ne wi 11 reoember from n i ng . 'Ihey ' ve vro.t ther<ul tl e e:r.ci te ent. 
very ca.l ml y ntl with much · · turity, rhere s so .. e other eop lo , includin • A.G 
offi cer s ' f uni lie , rl o you ' t i .nf" fOuld e mo··t. tJrel ro for fnoot-in ~ , 'rent 
h ywire , · ec · e hy tcrie 1 , · d so on . ror tb t oattcr , so d i do e oi' he 
couples, nd tonigllt t ey -·:Hmt b .... lf' n hour e p l ·-:. ining .nc , in effec t , ~ lo­
.x i zing n r a.ti nn.lizing th~ir :u~l vior, of rhicb they ·v i dently 1rer e 1 ti.ei 
qui t e sb Ele 11:o:re Fox 1 o i ·ti ng', is.hed 1 cr elf by her e~ lmne , .. n 
she went ( l1er neigl borhood e ~1 ing ou other M r ic ~ns to re· s ure t 1e~ 

n offer them ny ' el .... he i e,ht neo ( t ey d i dn ' t need 1yt i 1g 1ut nerve) 
.... 1 t ot -"h ohe her e 1 f h s en quite i 11 ·i tl '" very p..'\ in.fu l sidn 11 ergy 
1-rul bur._i t.i P in her s1ottld c r for h icl she \vi l nat' h .. v e to rece i ve cortisone 
s Lot • 

Altho gb the new p "" ers here nd cl cwhorc r f."ferre 1 to the oohing of the 
Indcpencl-ncc l? .. l co t'wbieb i t l.oro g l y gutted ant ill have to b re' uilt) 
,, e ,n act cornmi ttcd by t ~o young p i lot · f or on 1 rev n ge re -son , i t 11 o 
not. only tb .t t t:roch more o.s vell . Tlle e youn" men' s f mil i rc nem er.., 
of t. -c- Viot £ l.tl luoc D n ng (Dan i pronounced .l. i£ i . rere Z:1.n , u t t.be 
1 ~t "\Y"Ort i "D*'), Nortb Viet no. e o politic · 1 p ··rty whicl lost i ' tren,.;t 

t tlH~ time of p rti tion in HJ!'!4, ut which lFi- been qu ietly r eorguni zing bore 
in tho O'l.'!th nd e rin to 'try to eize po 1 r . I t..l il · it w-ill bee n e cle: .. r 
in the 'V'ee>!t h ( , t he invc t i t:- tion proceed , t l1 t 't e G:::ibinr: w"" intendc 
to ol.io in te Dieo , lbu , nd oae . bu, nd h d i t - suceeedcd , cert in ,y uni t 
wou l b ve been led by t.h c ir co · :.mdor. to seize Ji:ey poi n t in t e ei t y 1.n1l 
cl'e""here . ~~ ercu;.on t he J.lO litici i n the VNQDU Y"Oul ' ha.ve t a. en w-cr . T 1is 

oup , ho~cver, i not ovcrl s . vor3 , h ..:.. no cle .:.r-eut i deolo&'Y or pro n 1t 

c~rt :.inly i not "t c oer tic ." It i Q. s i m;>l y uti-Diem .~nd pro-VNQD. • of 
c our• e, t e Government \Yi ll t: lJ·e ,..,t0IlS to try to el imin, te it• off icer... r om 
their po t. in t he my and i t ci vi 1 i ms vho h~ppen t o be i u tbe bure ucr -.cy 
fro tlleir llD" i tiona s we. 1. JTo.d t e VNS,l' D plot suecec" etl , you , '1-Y be s ure 
they '"o ~ll ruthlessly 1ave liqui llte Die: ' a upportort wllerover t hey found them , 
so s 11 re no syrup, t y for th · now t · t t hey have f ,:- i l · • For tbi io tl e co '~"• 
of revolution . If you cucce d ,. you ' ve go t it m de ; if you f il ..... 

Everyone here t ...... l ~ · of Die 1 incred i le Ert oi::ism "J>nd cour 1b e. Just two hour 
... r-ter t e c racei vo" the d i p lo . tic cor l ( bo c ~c both to '1i sl1 hio 

1 nd t o see l O"V muc d ..m .~"e ha.tl been done) .ri. th not even t e s li f! es t 
ovi !encc of h ..,.Vill.fl ju..:.:t experienc .. ed . m jor atte pt on his lif e; c j o t ed "'i b 
them,xw, rel· xed a.nd natur·· 1 - ex c tly as 1 remember him in 1 57 when a. .roul d- e 
: 19s ·· ssin fired l1is mC\chine _ i tol t i m in o r pre~~ncc a.t r ~vely 

Saigon
March 2, 1962

(No. 25 to Jane)

Dear Jane, kids, and Dad -

Here I am again in Saigon, Call it Fishel's Fool Luck - because anyway you
look at it, I missed the excitement very neatly. I was in Rangoon when the
planes bombed the palace here, and had just arrived here when GeneralNe Win
took over there. Humph! Wouldn't you know it? Just think of being out here
so close, and yet being between these two interesting events. Well, in any
case, I was just given e tape recording of the raid on the palace which was
made by the high school-age son of an MSU chap, and I'll let you have that
vicarious experience in Tokyo. (I believe my tape also has some of the sounds
of the coup of 1960 on it.) The boy who made it is Everett and Lorraine Emery's
son, whom Jane will remember from Lansing. They've weathered the excitement
very calmly and with much maturity, whereas some other people, including MAAG
officers' families, whom you'd think would be most prepared for shooting, went
haywire, become hysterical, and so oh. For that matter, so did one of the MSU
couples, and tonight they spent half an hour explaining and, in effect, apolo-
gizing and rationalizing their behavior, of which they evidently were later

quite ashamed. Eleanore Fox also distinguished herself by her calmness, and
she went around her neighborhood calling on other Americans to reassure them
and offer them any help smight need (they didn't need anything but nerve)
although she herself has again been quite ill with a very painful skin allergy
and a bursitis in her shoulder for which she will now have to receive cortisone
shots.

Although the newspapers here and elsewhere referred to the bombing of the
Independence Palace (which is thoroughly gutted and will have to be rebuilt)
SS an act committed by two young pilots for personal revenge reasons, it was
not only that but much more as well. These young men's families are members
of the Viet Nam Quoc Dan Dang (Dan is pronounced as if it were Zan, but the
last word is a "D"), a North Vietnamese political party which lost its strength
at the time of partition in 1954, but which has been quietly reorganizing here
in the south and preparing to try to seize power. I think it will become clear
in the weeks ahead, as the investigation proceeds, that the bombing was intended
to eliminate Diem, Nhu, and Mme. Nhu, and had it succeeded, certain Army units
would have been led by their commanders to seize key points in the city and
elsewhere. Whereupon the politicians in the VNQDD would have taken power. This

group, however, is not overly savory, has no clear-cut ideology or program, and

certainly is not "democratic." It is simply anti-Diem and pro-VNQDD. Now, of

course, the Government will take steps to try to eliminate its officers from
their posts in the Army and its civilians who happen to be inthe bureaueracy
from their positions as well. Had the VNQDD plot succeeded, you may be sure
they would ruthlessly have liquidated Diem's supporters wherever they found them,
so spare no sympathy for them now that they have failed. For this is the course
of revolution. If you succeed, you've got it made; if you fail

Everyone here talks of Diem's incredible stocism and courage. Just two hours
after the bombing he received the diplomatic corps (who came both to wish him
well and to see how much damage had been done) with not even the slightest
evidence of having just experienced a major attempt on his life; he joked with

them, XWISS relaxed and natural - exactly as I remember him in 1957 when a would-be
assassin fired his machine pistol at him in our presence at Banmethuot, gravely
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wonndinr the '· ini s ter o,f Ag,ru.ri n Reform. Diem l'1 · h r d ly .fa0oo, beyond al:eowing 
concern tor Lis wo&ded friend . Ue i s a. f t li t , believ-es l1e njoyiS Go ' s 
protection (be had , yo~ ma.y rec"'ll , wb .. t b 1,.s een e:q)la;ined a •rext.rl') - en ory 
intima.t.ion" o£ the 'mnte t l1uot event, 'rhiob 1 knpt¥ of from person l experieuee 
a t the time ..... r a tbet- shattering kind of fore-kno,rledge), 11d indcell , lli s 
osea.pe this time v :_•s , ~cording to t he mil it ry c~pert$ , a f1• ction-of..,..g.-se.cond 
!dnd of thing . LH.ttr::ri s e bis brother nd. sis t $r- in- l a.w. H d tbe pilots re--
le . s od t llf:ir bombs merelj o. fr · ction of .n. aeeonu (one ir force ()fficer Gai( 
l/100th of a second) e r lier , Dieh"l would .ourely bave bcon Idllet1 . Iia.tl -they 
pushed tlle but tons ~1 f r 'cJ.ction of & s econd la.t.er , t he .~.ntus ·w·ould lw.-vo b .. ~t i ,. 
As it wa.s , t .ey 11 c caped , though t he boans fell bet.ween t heml tme .. Nllu 
then r .:1.:n into tbe n()xt room to re~eue h ·r children ., fo1md t e buhy ' · nurse 
lying frora the boli!bs ( ut tJ1o ba.by unhurt), f ile.J in tbe smoke e.nd fl mes to 
s e E} a gre.:.),t bole in tho floor ':tbero t le bombs ha gone tbrough , and £~11 t.vto 
atoTies to the ll9ol 1c c b .. 1.semm t l She uffere..d only sct-f!l.t.ches ·nd bruises l t 
I ' m afra.itl ber bitterness once more oxceedcd lP r jutign:tent,_ for t ho Government · 
ffodo.y is ued c o;mmni que coneernina her injtu-ies th~,.t seem~d to me in mar ·edly 
poor t · st.e , viteful , bi t te,r , «\nd not the k ind of thin.g tha t will .fJte her . ny 
!:lore fr.i ends or symp~tbi zers • · 

s for &ngooJu w nt 'th t one nol'r too? Ok y . Even though yo11 '\trite me not, 
1 sho.ll be a go.od son and f~" ther nd hu ·b~:,nd , noble ::') nd long- auff€,r ing, and 
k eep you info ed . ( l.C tu lly , I tve bo.d no mr.l.il from m1 Tokyo f 1mily for two 
reelts , rouanly, , nd one letter from Pt?.-ppy in th t. time -- from Tuc"on .. I o. ~ume 
your letter~; meet. the f ... t .e sol!le of mine seell' to b ve met, 1-nd th-. t you Btre "!right . ) 
·~'ha.t follow · her is the te::.:t of a. memo I wrote ilo E st nsing from Ro.ngo<rn just 
befor-e le..J.ving there, minus tlH~ rem .d·s tlr t do not perte.in 'to . • 

The irport ,. t Rangoon i s very motlern , a.ir-c>onditioned , and "'Ugges t. BU-n::.-ta 
wnich never ma.tori CLlizos tberen.fter • For 'vi thin {no minute after le•.tVinu tl e 

irtie1d. 1 the v:i ·i"tor i s t hru" t five centuries into t h e pu~t ., into tt.n er o,f 
·ox-ca.rt , t o.tter<ad beg(J1-.:t'B .t <tnd6imi tive gricu ltw-e . llrirJc~k I&M( i:'.i:kk 
~~ik~~~~lM§~ill~lg& Of conr "" e t.l er r-en ' t guito the 
grindint! pover ty , t!u~ hordes of eu c i ted beggu.r , or t he dirt of, Ea.y, Ce.,leu tt,9. , 
or even of Djaka.rt .. ,. In f . ct • it. ''·s much better t b wllen l W"lS l ..... st - ere , in 
1 {)57 . It w<ls <::•hoi"'tly ft.er that , tb t the _ y · tool!: over · nd cle"' od up tlHl 
3drninist~r tion ; S1iC1>t. n · l1 shoo t bc streets , ch' sed w y the begg.: r , n r._ collect(K 
t he g rb ge thl.t. h d been l ying "bout for ~:>ev~rQ.l yea.rfh t. U Nu. c 1.me b~c ~ in 
1i tb a. e i vi 1 i n go ernment 6n Apri 1 1960 , and tl.e 22 month a ince tlum ha.ve seen 
11. dept•e "sin: declin in m·,ny areas . 

The stroe·.;.s r Q once m.orc f <">lling into (lisrep ir nd loo ing dirty o,g '' in . By day 
the g\1rb ~ .-e collec t ors suppli e by n.a.tut"e - millions of big i)la.c 1 crow - clus ­
ter in t he tree overhe:::~t.l ; n oop do'\m ~ .. nd pic ~ up choice pi oce.B of foo( ; even 
fro:r. und r t -lle noses of peopl e (and esp .cially c ildren) e~ ting it , o.n· tbey 
" ca.w" raucously . Around dua· you ee tho human sc ..... vengers prowl.:.ng ..,rotmd in 
the gutters nd go.rb ge he:·~ps; and · en d'lr come ther e are the r a.ttfJ 1 mi 11 ions 
of b irr bl~ck r qts , pol:ing through t,be ~~ .. x·b go : n l tr b i sb , haul ing off the be lil t 
it"ems , ,. nd le.1.ving the r emt.t.in er for po1:.1sibl e ei"·y eollGction on the morrow .• 
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wounding the Minister of Agrarian Reform. Diem was hardly fazed, beyond showing
concern for his wounded friend. lie is a fatalist, believes he enjoys God's
protection (he had, you may recall, what has been explained as "extra-sensory
intimation" of the Banmethuot event, which I know of from personal experience
at the time -- rather shattering kind of fore-Knowledge), and indeed, his

escape this time was, according to the military experts, a fraction-of-2-second
kind of thing. Likewise his brother and sister-in-law. Had the pilots re-
lessed their bombs merely a fraction of a second (one air force officer said

1/100th of a second) earlier, Diem would surely have been killed. Had they
pushed the buttons a fraction of a second later, the Nhus would have had it.
As it was, they all escaped, though the bombs fell between them! Mme. Nhu
then ran into the next room to rescue her children, found the baby's nurse

dying from the bombs (but the baby unhurt), failed in the smoke and flames to
see a great hole in the floor where the bombs had gone through, and fell two
stories to the palace basement! She suffered only scratches and bruises! But
I'm afraid her bitterness once more exceeded her judgment, for the Government

today issued a communique concerning her injuries that seemed to me in markedly
poor taste, spiteful, bitter, and not the kind of thing that will make her any
more friends or sympathizers.

As for Rangoon: want that one now too? Okay. Even though you write me not,
I shall be a good son and father and husband, noble and long-suffering, and
keep you informed. (Actually, I've had no mail from my Tokyo family for two

weeks, roughly, and one letter from Pappy in that time - from Tucson. I assume

your letters meet the fate some of mine seem to have met, and that you are alright.)
What follows here is the text of a memo I wrote to East Lansing from Rangoon just
before leaving there, minus the remarks that do not pertain to Burma.

The airport at Rangoon is very modern, air-conditioned, and suggests a Burma
which never materializes thereafter. For within one minute after leaving the
airfield, the visitor is thrust five centuries into the past, into an era of

ox-carts, tattered beggars, and primitive agriculture.
thereOf aren't thequitecourse

grinding poverty, the hordes of emaciated beggars, or the dirt of, say, Calcutta,
or even of Djakarta. In fact, it's much better than when I was last here, in
1957. It was shortly after that, that the Army took over and cleaned up the

administration, swept and washed the streets, chased away the beggars, and collected
the garbage that had been lying about for several years. But U Nu came back in
with a civilian government in April 1960, and the 22 months since then have seen
a depressing decline in many areas.

The streets are once more falling into disrepair and looking dirty again. By day
the garbage collectors supplied by nature millions of big black crows - clus-
ter in the trees overhead, swoop down and pick up choice pieces of food, even
from under the noses of people (and especially children) eating it, and they
"caw" raucously. Around dusk you see the human scavengers prowling around in
the gutters and garbage heaps; and when dark comes there are the rats: millions
of big black rats, poking through the garbage and rubbish, hauling off the best

items, and leaving the remainder for possible city collection on the morrow.
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L .st ni ht I v s .intere ted to see milit r y po l ic n , u t n:iliod" wit "~ to , 
· l!dn al ng t he street, telling sho e pera to pie r up tbeir gar · . o n . r ~ -
hi~b nd put t eo into cans . I m "told t h t the y lso s ends oen otrt ncar 
du.wn to hit r ts v itb st.iclh " t t o r ... t. l s ~ loo ~ very vell fed, nd ~iven 
t heir cond i t ion of life , t hey allot1ld be . ddl i st ul ive aud. l e t l i ve" ttitu(: e !!:\ , 
reluctance to k ilJPny l i ving tl1ing ( ut not ch8tken, intere tin . ly enough) , plu 
~overnmenta.l loth r gy, mill~ reduction in tile l oc ·1 rodent nd cr . ., popnl -tio 
something 1 sP t n im:.ninent. 

Tlte , e.o~ ore a. h ... py peopl e , co letely rel xed 1 full o£ jo ces ··n ttric .s , 
e .rt.by int eir ppro .c to life , nd , as good pr cticit g dbi s t , generous 

nd fOl'\,.,i 'l>·in~., • Of course thm: o ezce._ tiotlS I the . · , f or eJtamplo, which too 
over tn·e -·r~ins of rule onc e ..... nd might o ita-" in (tho .gh the e1vili n poli­
t ici n$ re hopeful they e n i.teep the officer d i. ... uni ted and therefore un ble 
to bring' off coup) is f i r ly efficient, voll heeled, nd · i tio s for an:na. ' • 
f uturc 1 adqperhap t'eio~ . I t oper ,tes st to corpoorat i ons , ~gric1ltural 
enterprises ' "'nd t r i ning i nsti tutea' well s a o ing t e thingc n army nor-

lly does . T11ere i~ an insurgency pro lem, - i t sooe 0000 of tl_eo sc . ttere~ 

~ ound ~~c countryside , but most oft ei ctivi ty i a ki· of b nditry nn 
d .~eoitry tod .• y . ome· re Conmruni s ts ( n there h . been some infil t r .i.tion of 
the Army, I ur. i nfonaed) , but tl1ey do not no't · se t 1e ki.nd of proble.-u we soe 
it Vietna-m . The Commu.ni:?ts w o worry people ~ere mos t re l a t s gre : nort .ern 
nei~haora ; t 1e Cbine .... e. 

U u ee to . ha.ve f ew il l u"'ions bout tbe C ines e menace , but he re son iihn.t 
he c ~ g u. i ,n. no-thing by quo.rre lin" wit 1 t h "3 t t i'"· point; where b .!L!! g ·1.in 
from a. po l icy of coexistence . It 1: oul d a. pe r tl'n.t he i s ri ~l t , thu f :l.r . Chin 
is be

10
inni i to ui l d " gift'' ine -. i tute s , bu.ild ingn, :ltn · otheri. thing f or the 

Bu1"1.ne s e t e ger to s bo v i n t is n outr i. l i s t eo\ ntry hmv pe ce- lovi nv "he i s 11here 
her i nv.ne i . te s .. 11 neigh, or . ro concerne • t Nu b s e:q>rc"'sed bi.mself 
privately 1rith some skeptic i s c o.nc erning C ine ~Jo i nt.entions . td other Bur-

esc are f ' r leas r ticent tl1 n the Prime ,ifnist eij to spo ~p out o the su~ject , 
U L.nv Yon.:. , the well now.n ed i or of The · t i on , .~ ' s be"'t Imo m glish 
1 gtJ ge per (he lso e "t ts rrnese paper wel l ) told me t ht 1 e expect 

to e CoGDUD.ist- rul .d ."witl i n six ye "r ... U Nu 1.s close friend · n eon-
fid n.te, one won Cl" h<:n1 f ur h e ref l oc t his f'ri nd ' a 'thirud . • On tbe other 
band , tilor I'e on i .l e peop le ong t hos e · i tb wbom I buve s pok en re orrie 

i)O t t. e deterior .. tion of the Burme e governt!lent :mtl i 't incre· ing ineffic1<mc y . 
· notl1er e ditor , for i nst·:.Jlcc, S ~ .in 'in , \Y'ho publishes Tb e Gu r d i n , .... nr ... g i b 
l a.n ge new~) per whic h often refloc the Arilly*s ·vietrs , to ld me fl u.tly, a propo. 

·ttis subj~et, "th t t' t l i s Governraent will not l n. t unti l t . e 1964 elect ions ; the 
Army ··on ' t s t nd for wl'l · t it 1 s doing." ( ... · ~ .. ·1 - . · ' ~·rvi , •·· · 
t. :.·.t he linC\'1' ·. t .. .,_ · 00in~ to t .~-I"'e Jl .ce, :,: , ' :..: ""-~ ..... -~~.:_c:.._.::: ..;J; 

. . ) 
,r .· · ...,_ l"" ... ,.) ( • 1 

' ' 

You . rire/Jrob l y ware of th.c f .ct th t the Buna e re very cri ti.c -1· o.f tbe 
U. S . Not bee ~ f'e we t:\re anti-con:l!mnis t , bowever (apart from U ut whos e i o. 
of ne tt-r ... l ism is t.o st,:: y ~ loof from .. 11 ; 't'therc 1. .. Nel1ru ' neutr 1.l ism ·is to l.3ve 
·.ctive rel a.ti ons ti tb '!.ll )f but bee us e we "h -ve done so li t tle f or Jlurma t" For 
i nst- ne e , in my re1r r :.ttion re ~ e ·trc I ln ve hea r d from s ever 1 1rmo"' e in hi~ 1 

positions ho1r lro l d h ve got 'o.r ore mDncy from t.he J 3pane e t h n s he 
h she only een f vored wit 1 tt1e ttmor 1 suppor t " of t he U. s., .. the ~ili 
}Jines were . I t :oe n •t s ee t.o oc cur to then1 th .~.. t. · c h d spec :i 1 Idnd of 
rel . ~tions i i) witb t he Phil i ppi ne · , . nd th t m · , fter · 11 , - 1 i ti.. 1 colonyJ 
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Last night I was interested to see a military policeman, "armed" with a baton,
walking along the street, telling shopkeepers to pick up their garbage and rub-
bish and put them into cans. I am told that the Army also sends men out near
dawn to hit rats with sticks. But the rats I saw look very well fed, and given
their condition of life, they should be. Buddhist "live and let live" attitudes,
reluctance to killany living thing (but not checken, interestingly enough), plus
governmental lethargy, make a reduction in the local rodent and crow populations
something less than imminent.

The Burmese are a happy people, completely relaxed, full of jokes and tricks,
earthy intheir approach to life, and, as good practicing Buddhists, generous
and forgiving. Of course there are exceptions: the Army, for example, which took
over the reins of rule once and might do it again (though the civilian poli-
ticians are hopeful they can keep the officers disunited and therefore unable
to bring off a coup) is fairly efficient, well heeled, and ambitious for Burma's

future, addperhaps theiown. It operates state corpoorations, agricultural
enterprises, and training institutes, as well as doing the things an army nor-
mally does. There is an insurgency problem, with some 9000 of them scattered
around the countryside, but most of their activity is a kind of banditry and

dacoitry today. Some are Comminists (and there has been some infiltration of
the Army, I am informed), but they do not now pose the kind of problem we see
in Vietnam. The Communists who worry people here most are Burma's great northern

neighbors, the Chinese.

U Nu seems to have few illusions about the Chinese menace, but he reasons that
he can gain nothing by quarreling with them at this point; whereas he can gain
from a policy of coexistence. It would appear that he is right, thus far. China
is beginning to build "gift" institutes, buildings, and others things for the

Burmese, eager to show in this neutralist country how peace-loving she is where
her immediate small neighbors are concerned. But U Nu has expressed himself
privately with some skepticism concerning Chinese intentions. And other Bur-
mese are far less reticent than the Prime Minister to speak out on the subject.
U Law Yone, the well known editor of The Nation, Burma's best known English
language paper (he also edits a Burmese paper as well) told me that he expects
Burma to be Communist-ruled "within six years." As U Nu's close friend and con-

fidante, one wonders how for he reflects his friend's thinking. On the other

hand, more responsible people among those with whom I have spoken are worried
about the deterioration of the Burmese government and its increasing inefficiency.
Another editor, for instance, U Sein Win, who publishes The Guardian, and English
language newspaper which often reflects the Army's views, told me flatly, apropos
this subject, that "this Government will not last until the 1964 elections; the

Army won't stand for what it's doing." obvious
this he knew what WAS going to take place, but the imminence of

he spoke qf.)

You areprobably aware of the fact that the Burmese are very critical of the
U. S. Not becau we are anti-Communist, however (apart from U Nu, whose idea
of neutralism is to stay aloof from all; whereas Nehru's neutralism is to have
active relations with all); but bec use we "have done so little for Burma!" For

instance, in my reparations research I have heard from several Burmese in high
positions how Durma would have got far more money from the Japanese than she did
had she only been favored with the "moral support" of the U. S., as the Philip-
pines were. It doesn't seem to occur to them that we had a special kind of

relationship with the Philippines, and that Burma, after all, was a British colony!
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ur~cd the .· i . 11 count rie to tre t J .. ,.n . gently r 1c · in 194C- 50 , . n d ''11h t co .. l 
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cy £\l~e .l so crit.i c ·.l of t he u. S • .,_,.i d pi·ogJ" ~· i n "'ll" , int:in out t hat 
overy u , ese nows f. bout t ho "Russi n. gi f t hotel" .nd the " .u si n gitt college, " 
ut the eric ~n c -(:Oe to urm 1 n._~ be.foro. the Russ i nm ~ ~.nc '\rJ o.t c '"'n .!.!. point 

to? I hou l ti d{ tlr · t tllcir critici s~s , t lto gl i nr;cd v·ith s ome bi t terne ... , 
u.re n t unfriend l y , tnd for l ftbei.r offic i .1 "neutr, li sm,. , mo . t m-.· ese r e 
anti-eo ni st, d , e ·pc-cLlly , n t i-Cbine" c Col.El.mi st . In f , c t, ther e l"'O t wo 
tl ing~ t le U. s . h .,f"' done w,. ich ll ... v e g~red. t em good eal . orki ng throu b 
covert anc e - , we a.t on poin·t si [l;;lte· t e Kuomint n troop units o h~~d 
f l c (.: into ::~. from Soutlurest China. t the t i e of t he Comm:uni .::lt t t!'ceovelr in 
C · i !L... e :."'Sist - i t he-, to ba.r. s the C 1i n c C J .uni~ts v bile t 1 y rore i n 
" pr' v ilef1'ed a ·:..nc tu r ytt on \U"mese £Oil; C i d i t c l ndestbu ly, n< t hourn 1C 

were f ound out. , we denied our .involvement . This they resented itt erly. The 
soeon , nd mor e surpri i ngl e pi sode our s peaking 1 utl n w 1 "in b ~ckV~ r s 
i n L os . Tl1i a d epre"'sed t be meso f ar more t.h n I had ever oxpec t ed . Tbey 
'"ere u pset fi r s;t of 11 by t1 c I.dnd of en were h d chosen to ba.c!r. . And then 
t ey ~ r c ... d e dou ly unh py by t he f c t t . t ft r we h- t:l l us t erc-d ~ blo m 
our trumpets l omUy, we quietly fol d etl o r tent n · de J'(P .. dy t o pull o t . 
So on t wo count t hey f elt t heir judgment of our "unwi stlo n s borne out .. 

The ese J . ~y i s not a politi c ~lly i nt.ere::rted org niz-:1t.i on ~a .,uch , ut i t 
.i . l ea by s p iri t ed n " tion l i sts r~ho b vo a more syatemati c ~nd orderly ou tloof-c 
t h rm U Nu , ... n ~ hi c >inet . The y i s cri t.ical of the ·- · i nistr ,.ti on ' i nef­
ficiency nd growing corrupt ion ( thongb i n my opinion it is not a.~ corrupt "t S 

mo._ t ot 1er governments in Asi •·· tb- ~.t I kl1011) , n i mp t ient of' i t s d lli nee 
wi th t he Chi nf'se Co , tmi s t • At t he :.ume ti~le, Gen " Ne l'.i n reputedl y i oor·e 
i ntorest d i n i s golf th n i n politic. ( thougl. I ·w·onder 'to wh t extent t hi.:. 
i. c :woufla. e) . IUs d eput y , r i g . Aung Gyi , i hi., l y ambi t i ous tmli t io lly 
an l so con i d ered pro-th i ne c ( t.bough not pro-to uni st) ; ho i mere ttn n 1 lf 
t inese by ances t ry,, nd i not too well li od by other 1-m ns , t houg· e is 
mucl r csr,cctod for llis o.bil ity · n l brt~ins . I t isn ' t ele·\r yet wlwre the Ar ry 
lines up on the is""ue of Fe era li sm nd N tion ~l iz· t i on of I mpor t Industri es , 
t be 't'i10 isaues cu.rrently " .. git .,t ing the politic 1 world her e . nut judgi n6 f rom 
rem~·r cts nnde to 1ne by some of f ice r s n(l bc-ir pol i t i c 1 (ct,·il ia.n) friend , 
t h ey are ag inst both moves , seeing in t he .. !l , fi rat t di sunifying el ement'>! ( t t 
is , .1 bre~ i ng down of sue uni on .. tlu~ nion of ... been ble to ~c dove , 
given t.ll e m.'l.ny component grou ps th t com o o it) , .J.llltl socon<l , elcmcnt.s maki ng for.. 
t he st:. zn t i ·on of co aerce by flri vin~ pri v ,., t e 1aerch~ n:ts out of i m:port-ex )Ort 
occu tions . (end of ea.rlier emo) 

1y t wo veeft..., in were very 'lort wh · lc . · I ea.me into cont !.Ct ri t h ~ cro s -
soction of the rticul a•.e m:2e <h :. t f or 11 tl1. t t he Burmes , I met lrer e 1-
i gbtfu l tleople o.n I eou l fl en j oy work i ng witt t.hem, I t l inl1; 1 ' :find rto .r i ,.. in 

o . cru b i ngly :fru tr· ting . Po · • der tl ' nm nc · rot .ter r egi o o" ( t e n e 
flppli to the :first Army gover ent , ~ 1 95~60) t hi ngs "fill be tlifferent . e 
sh:'!rl l s ee . Oh y , o ~ note th t occur to me s Burma, bein ~· no t .r 1 , on 
sees on t he treet. 11 ··ort of Chin Q nd ot er i or ts . ' ·my r c b""l tl i mi-
t 3>t .i ons of oric n pro lue t s , f r ex ffilpl : n longs ide boxes of Col g t e tooth a. te 
be i ng sold/Jy street vendors one s e .s i d ntic~lly col orec :1nd l !l.bel ed t oothpa.Bte 
boxes c lled "Colden t , n "C .. ~ldent ,n n(l "Co l lege ." Vf'r y musing : th~:r*ome, r c .. -
pcctively , from R: .... ugoon , Co ·. uni t Cl iu , '" ll · ongkong . ot her mi cell neo s 
i ter.u I w l k cd p.::.s t tbo ntr ~ne e to buil cH:t g ' lin(. vt.,. r .st r tled to se t ro ocn 
c r ryin out t ir l one llo "" ou.i t o v iou<>· l y uncon cious . i1lE~ built inP.: s 
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Then it turns out that their real target is John Foster Dulles, because he
urged the Asian countries to treat Japan gently back in 1949-50, and"what could
a small country like Burne, with no aces in her hand," do against not only
Japanese reluctance but American collaboration with everyone's old enemy?
They are also critical of the U. S. aid program in Burma, pointing out that
every Burmese knows about the "Russian gift hotel" and the "Russian gift college,"
but the Americans came to Burma long before the Russians, and what can we point
to? I should add that their criticisms, though tinged with some bitterness,
are not unfriendly, and for their official "neutralism", most Burnese are
anti-Communist and, especially, anti-Chinese Communist. In fact, there are two

things the U. S. has done which have angered them a good deal. Working through
covert agencies, we at one point assisted the Kuomintang troop units who had
fled into Burma from Southwest China at the time of the Communist takeover in
China. We assisted them to harass the Chinese Communists while they were in
"privileged sanctuary" on Burmese soil; we did it clandestinely, and though we
were found out, we denied our involvement. This they resented bitterly. The
second, and more surprisinglepisode was our speaking loud and walking backwards
in Laos. This depressed the Burmese far more than I had ever expected. They
were upset first of all by the kind of men were had chosen to back. And then
they were made doubly unhappy by the fact that after we had blustered and blown
our trumpets loudly, we quietly folded our tents and made ready to pull out.
So on two counts they felt their judgment of our "unwisdom" was borne out.

The Burmese Army is not a politically interested organization as such, but it
is led by spirited nationalists who have a more systematic and orderly outlook
then U Nu and his cabinet. The Army is critical of the administration's inef-
ficiency and growing corruption (though in my opinion it is not as corrupt as
most other governments in Asia that I know), and impatient of its delliance
with the Chinese Communists. At the same time, Gen. Ne Win reputedly is more
interested in his golf than in politics (though I wonder to what extent this
is camouflage). His deputy, Brig. Aung Gyi, is highly embitious politically
and also considered pro-Chinese (though not pro-Communist); he is more than half
Chinese by ancestry, and is not too well liked by other Burnons, though he is
much respected for his ability and brains. It isn't clear yet where the Army
lines up on the issues of Federalism and Nationalization of Import Industries,
the two issues currently agitating the political world here. But judging from
remorks made to me by some Army officers and their political (civilian) friends,
they are against both moves, seeing in them, first, disunifying elements (that
is, a breaking down of such union as the Union of Burna has been able to achieve,
given the many component groups that compose it), and second, elements making for
the stagnation of commerce by driving private merchants out of import-export

(end of earlier memo)occupations.

My two weeks in Burma were very worthwhile. I came into contact with a cross-
section of the articulate Burmese. But for all that the Burmese I met were del-
ightful people and I could enjoy working with them, I think I'd find working in
Burma crushingly frustrating. Perhaps under the new "caretaker regime" (the name
applied to the first Army government, in 1958-60) things will be different. We

Oh yes, odd notes that occur to me: Burme being neutral, oneshall see.
sees on the streets all sorts of Chinese and other imports. Many are bald imi-
tations of American products, for example: alongside boxes of Colgate toothpaste
being soldby street vendors one sees identically colored and labeled toothpaste
boxes called "Coldent," "Caldent," and "College." Very amusing: theycome, res-

pectively, from Rangoon, Communist China, and Hongkong. Another miscellaneous
item: I walked past the entrance to a building and was startled to see two men

carrying out a third one who was quite obviously unconscious. The building was
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t1 o office of "Dr . l ye e P .1r - , 
dvert.isemcnt J 

I> tC,.,, :t P$ , F \CS, FICS , FCCr . n ~·. :),t 

No1· it ' · cle r tll t I ' ll h ve to s end fev more <1 j~ in un _., uorl s · er 
'1 ile l're ' r e en rot .. te to Eur pe, r t tit ~ Cll'''nge i n go ·ornment, n e T polici es, 

ne~- rep: r :t.ti on.s greeme t ·tr.i tlt 'the J . >~lnese, 1 h ve no choice . d unfortun~tely 
·C.bey tell me the new· botel tllere won •t be complet e by then . U ,ll , atr n" ed t 
t ile Str ).nd oneo or . • • • •. 

l guess th .t bout doe it for thi t ioe • I ho po you o.r e all .. tell ant not 
too cold or unha.ppy. I is youa.ll . C·.n I count on yo ' r e joiuin :r us i n 
April for cherry blo som vielTing in J ll 1, py? It. wo u l d be nice . ·The 
li ... tle Foxes . end t,beir ' o t to 11 of you . .:.le nore says she h d a. letter 
from JGne. I regret to s y she isn • t 'rell (bcr illn s · I fL1d I mentioned t 
t 1e s t r't of t his volume) , aml ftuy •s other is gr(1voly ill in Texas . Vo V n 
! i na. the '\'ice PreLd tlent al o send the i r reg• r d t o you: . o writ£' so e t i e . 

Lo;;e to · 11 of my c il ren, t heir notber, nd t h ir gr· ndf ther . 
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the office of "Dr. Kyee Paw - MBBS, FRCS, FRFPSG, FACS, FICS, FCCP." What an
advertisement!

Now it's clear that I'll have to spend a few more days in Burma next summer
while we're en route to Europe. What wi th a change in government, new policies,
a new reparations agreement with the Japanese, I have no choice. And unfortunately
they tell me the new hotel there won't be completed by then. Ugh, stranded at
the Strand once more

I guess that about does it for this time. I hope you are all well and not
too cold or unhappy. I miss youall. Can I count on you're joining us in

April for cherry blossom viewing in Japan, pappy? It would be nice. The
little Foxes send their best to all of you. Eleanore says she had a letter
from Jane. I regret to say she isn't well (her illness I find I mentioned at
the start of this volume), and Guy's mother is gravely ill in Texas. Vo Van
Hai and the Vice President also send their regards to you. Do write some time.

Love to all of my children, their mother, and their grandfather.
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