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San Frencisco, Calif.
July 28, 1959

The Honorable Mike Mansfield
United Stetes Senate
Washington 25, D. C.

Desr Senator Mensfield:

I heve just returned to Seigon efter seversl lengthy trips through
the Vietnemese countryside. On my return to the office this sfternoon I
leerned for the first time of your request for en investigetion of U, S,
gid to Vietnam, stemming from the severel erticles written for the Scripps-
Howard newepapers by Mr, Albert Colegrove. I understend slsc thet Ambese
sador Dur row end USOM Director CGerdiner will be receslled to Weshington
tomorrow aseist in this investigetion. Furthermore, I heve just now
hed the opportunity of reeding Mr. Colegrove's erticles,

In light of the precise informetion you ere likely to receive from
Messrs, Durbrow snd Gerdiner, end considering elso your own excellent
firsthend understending of the situstion here, 1 shell not teke your time
here with e deteiled essey in refutetion of Colegrove's sensetionel cherges,
However, I do wish to sasy the following, which you mey eveluete in light of
your knowledge of me end my experience in Vietnam,

I cannot recell when I lest hed the misfretune to read enything es
frresponsible, mislesding, end filled with felsehoods, hal f-truths, and
distortions es the erticles written by Mr, Colegrove., A4side from en
occesional kernel of truth which hes somehow slipped into his sentences,
hies meteriel is totelly et varianca with the fecte s T have found them %o
be, end es such competent report‘rha Tillmen Durdin end Epnest Lindley have
publicly testified them to bes In the first plece, none of us "lives in fesr®
here, as ¥r. Colegrove would heve one believe (erticle of July 10, T believe).
In fect, one resson for the incildent et Bien Moe on July 8 (Ssigon date) wes
thet our MAAC personnel eimply didn't teke security wernings seriously end
were therefore teken by surpriee when sn ettsck did occur. One cennot defend
their judgment 4in this instance, but in eny case their attitude gives the lie
to thet reported by Vr. Colegrove. Imyself have treveled over 800 miles,
much of it over beck roeds end treils, by Jeep end Land Rover, visiting remote
villeges, resettlement centers, the Cembodien end Leotien frontier ereas, etc.,
and have seen none of the concentretions of soldiers end police Colegrove
esserts guerd ell the bridges, etc. In fect, I would hezerd & guess thet I
met or ssw no more then & few dozen soldiers end police in totel, through the
full extent of my trevels throughout Centrel Vietnsm, the Pleatesu regions,
and the border erees, sside from gerrisons which I mede & point of visiting,
end sside from municipal police who ere & normel festure of 1ife in eny
city in the world,
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Admittedly, the situetion in the southernmost provinces, where r
of the old Hos Heo, Coo Dsil, end Binh Xuyen have teamed up with the Gommuniste,
ie difficult. Communist end related activity hes indeed been intensified in
recent months, end one mey expect it to remein et & high peek until after the
elections for the Nationsl Assembly on August 30, There are firm end excel-
lent reesons to believe thet the Communiste will do their utmost to embarrsss
the Govermment during the forthcoming electorasl cempeign, to discourage can=
didetes from running, end to frighten people out of voting., But with & very
few exceptions these efforts will feil, I feel sure., Public interest in the
election isg sstonishingly high, snd the Govermment hes mede & determined and
vigoroue effort to inform the people of the significence of the election to
them @8 e people snd sleo es individuel citizens, Meny of my Vietnemese
friends who ere civil servente heve been sent out into the most remote eress
to explein the meening of the new electorel lew to the pessants, end to urge
them to vote (not for perticuler individuels, but simply to vote for whomever
they wish to elect)s Thet there will be pressures on people here end there
to vote for e particuler cendidate is extremely likely, of course, But what
is heartening is thet some of the best people in Vietnem sre pleanning to rum
g8 candidetes, Young people, some of them Americen educsted by the way, are
plenning political cempeigns with grest enthusieem end vigor == snd they hope
to win: thet is, theirs ies not e protest action or simply one of futile venity;
rather, they seem sincerely convinced of the Government's intention to have @
feir election, and they heve slso decided thet this is the time for them to
take sn ective hand in politics in Vietnam. As one of them put it to me: "How
else cen we be sure that our country will be the sort of place we went it to
be ten yesers from now?"

Oolegrove's sccusations concerning our sid progrem include & number of
0ld chestnuts which must heve been uneerthed from benesth the rocks. Surely
the things he saw when he wes here lest month support entirely contrery judg=
mente from those he hes made, I visited many of the same pleces he had, end I
cen sey frenkly end honestly thset I ceme swey enormously encoureged by all
kinds of evidence of progress, growth, end development. And 8o much of this
is due to Americen sid thet one cen only conclude thet he missed the mesning
of whet he sew entirely, or else thet he is simply & melicious sensationalist
who decided to meke & big splesh in the pepers. As I em sure you yourself
will agree, the evacustion and resettlement of refugeee in Vietnem wes e
remerkably successful operstions Oolegrove had the opportunity of seeing the
latest chepter in this story: the recsettlement of some 43,000 refugees end
unemployed or underemployed persons from the overcrowded cosstsl lowlands up
in the pletesu sress, The sucecess of this pioneering movement is elmost
unbelieveble, I myself visited ten such resettlement centers,plus e dozen
older villeges, new roads cut through dense jungles, dems which irrigete
thousende of scres of cultivable land, dozens of new schools, etc. Two factis
stick out efter such s visit: the people there sre contented, healthy, end
support their government vigorously; end much of this wes done with Americen
eid.

I could continue my rhetoric indefinitely, but I think I heve mede my
besic point =- thet Mr, Colegrove's accusetions are silly end irresponsible,
Thet your investigation will prove thias to be g0 is to be devoutly hoped end
expected, However, the demsge hss been done, for unferturstely, most people
reedonly the sccusstions, which are sensstional end appecl to our beser
instincts, while the fectuel, logicel refutstion will be read end remembered
only by & few thoughtful persons,
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My stay in Vietnem will lsst two more weeks, after which I shell wisit,
in repid succession, Singspore, Taipei, end Tokyo. Perhaps I will heve the

opportunity of talking with you egein when I get beck to Weshington eerly
in September.

Best of luck to you in this investigestion. And plesse glve my warmest
regards to Frenk Veleo,

Very sincerely,
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