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VU-QUOC-THONG 

Former Minister of Social Action and Public Health, 
Director of the National Institute of Administration, 
and Vice-President of the National Legislative Assembly 
of Vietnam. 

Born in 1916, at Nam-Dinh 1 (North Vietnam). 
Studied at Hanoi and in France. 

. ... 

Laureate of the Faculty of Law at Hanoi. 
Doctor of Law (Public Law), Diploma in Indochinese Juridical 
Studies. 
Diploma of higher studies in Political Economy. 
Entered the Judiciary, 1940. 
Counselor of the Court of Appeals at Hanoi, 1950. 

Left the J·udiciary to become Professor of the Faculty of Law at 
Hanoi in 1951 and Professor at the School of Administration of 
North Vietnam. 
After the Geneva Agreement, in 1954, named Professor of the Faculty 
of Law at the University of Saigon. 
In 1955 named President of the Council of State of Vietnam, the 
Supreme Administrative Juridiction of V~etnam• 
Became a member of the Cabinet of Ngo-Dinh-Diem, established October 
5, 1955, as Minister of Social Action and of Public Health. 

In addition to these governmental functions, was made Director of 
the National Institute of Administration, an institution created · 
in July 1955. 

After the establishment of the Republic and the ministerial 
~~- reol!ganiza ·on of October 1955, was retained in the first Cabinet 

of the Republic at the head of the Department of Social Action 
and Public Health. 

Elected Deputy to the Constituent Assembly in March 1956, then 
Vice-President of the Committee of the same Assembly to prepare 
the draft constitution. After the promulgation of the Constitution, 
In Octobe r 1956, resigned his governmental positions in order to 
devote himself to the legislative tasks of the First National 
Legislative Assembly of Vietnam. 

Elected Vice-President of the National Legislative Assembly in 
December 1956, member of the Constitutional Court of Vietnam, 
and Counselor of the High Court of Justice of Vietnam. 
Elected President of the Codification Committee of the Legislative 
Assembly in April 1957. 
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Mro Thong at present continues to hold simultaneously the position of 
Vice-President of the National Legislative Assembly and that of 
Director of the National Institute of Administration and of Professor 
of Public Law and Political Scisnce at the Faculty of Law at the 
University of Saigon. 

Political, Social and Cultural Activities 
-

Charter member of the political party "Phong-trao tranh thu tu-do" 
(Movement for the Conquest and Defense of Freedom). 

Jaycee Senator of Vietnamo Formerly Editor-in-chief of the legal 
journal "Phap-ly tap-sann and the cultural review "Pho-Thongn. 

Director and Editor-in-Chief of the journal "Administrative Studieson 
Represented the University of Hanoi at the Conference of South East 
Asian Universities, organized by Johns Hopkins Institute in 
Washington in 1952. 

Member of the delegation from Vietnam to the Afro Asian Conference 
at Bandung {Indonesia) in April 1955. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Published Works 

Administrative Decentralization in Vietnam (Paris 1952, 2nd e.di ti on, 
420 pp.) 
11What is Social Democracy?n Paris 1953. 
iiThe Reserved ~owers of States" Paris 1953. 
-'How We Coneeive the Futl,lre National Assembly of Vietnam" Hano&, 1951. 
"Control of Administrative Legality in Vietnam". Saigon, 1955. 
"The raft Constitution of July 2, 1956 of Vietnam" .Saigon, 1957. 
"Some- Comments on the Constitutional Court of Vietnam" Saigon, 1957. 

Several Journal Articles, particularly: 
" 
"What is National Sovereignty?" {in The-Ky - Hanoi 1956). 
"Our Opinion on the Draft Constitution of 1946" (in Xay-Dung -

Hanoi 1956). 
"The Problem of Reunifi"cation of Legislationn {in Phap-Ly Tap-San 

1945). 
"History of the Evolution of the Judicial System of Vietnamn 

{in Pho-Thong Hanoi 1951-1952). 
"The Use of Vietnamese before the Franco-Vietnamese Mixed Jurisdic­

tions 1951-1952" (in Pho-Thong). 
nThe Role of Civic Education in the Teaching Programn (in Ph0-Thong 

Hanoi 1954). 
nsome Thoughts on the Economy of Vietnam of Tomorrow {in English} 

(Washington 1952). 
"The Problem of Training of Cadres of Administration (In Vietnam 

and in India) (in Times . of Vietnam - Special issue - May 1957). 
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Foz1ner Ministei• ol Social Ac·~ion and Public Health1 Director 
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Charter member of the political part"-J nPho11g ... Trao Tranh Thu Tu-Do" (Movement 
for the Conquest and Def.'ense of Freedom). 

Jaycee Senator rlf Vietnam.. Formerly Edito:r.-in"9etdef of the legal journal 
"Phap-Ly Tap~san'1 and ·(.he caltural review "Phc;-Thong". 

Director:. and F.d.itor-in~chief of the journal "Administrative Studies" .. 
Repre~ented the Uni varsity of Hanoi at th~ Conference of Soutl1 East Asian 
Universities, organized by Johna Ropld.nB Institute in Washington in 1952 .. 

Member ot the delGgat,ion from Vietnam to the Af'rO-Asian Conference at 
Ba."ldung (Indonesia) in f.pril 1955. 
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1951~1952{S.n ~o-fn2.E.~)· 
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Political, Social, and Cultural Activities

Charter member of the political party "Phong-Trao Tranh Thu Tu-Do" (Movement
for the Conquest and Defense of Freedom).

Jaycee Senator of Vietnam, Formerly Editor-in-chief of the legal journal
"Phap-Ly Tap-san" and the cultural review "Pho-Thong".

Director and Editor-in-chief of the journal "Administrative Studies".

Represented the University of Hanoi at the Conference of South East Asian
Universities, organized by Johns Hopkins Institute in Washington in 1952.

Member of the delegation from Vietnan to the AfrO-Asian Conference at
Bandung (Indonesia) in April 1955.
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"History of the Evolution of the Judicial System of Vietnam (in Pho-Thong,
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EXGERPTS FROM A SPEECH

GIVEN BY

Mr. w gunc THONG

GRADUTO EXERCISES, PATIONAL TESTITUTE OF AIRINISTRA TEOH

AUGT 2, 1957

this graduate on certion today is at particular importance because it
2 Testiona in the progress of the NIA, sizon our scarienic program

is Setsaded to prepare exacutives 807 the administration of the Repobility
we em say that this graduating CLASS is the first whose readning was based
OI) a Andero plan decipred to cast the coods of all of the branches of the
administration

One of the 2016 dispacteristic traits of the Institute has been
ovelesion. do a matter at Each. the Institute cau be and to have begun
by an from the National School of Administration at was
transformed into the National Institute w Adranintention at Salgon during
the saturn of 39553 this evolutionary development was more than & transfer
from one name w mother the are the expression of objective continunce
of new aneda in bublic ad.,Inistration orested at the moment of independence
in our mailone history ID was at that time clourly apparent that the
school at Dalas, with ite orignted basically soward
juridical theory stes not probopriate to develou responsible Administrators
for a country An from the stats
developed society so that of a progressive democracy Me do not wish to
zery that legal traini es which most of us received the French of joint
universities, can gin the student a great especita to reason and mosive
Instructed for the goldonal analysis of the different situations net St:

life. However without a knowledge of the social sciences being
developed in countries this explusively legal creining tends to
favor the 8 indenk with 3 paschart for abstract reasoning at the expense
of obsyrvation of reality, for paying tore sticution to Love than to
sulatance for giving "the regulations? precedence ever the densitus or the
situation to abobil at parely legal braining ofton develops a conservative
spirit which cannot adopt to the needs OA sur country for rapid
progress,

Precisely for this reason the 528 extended kg one
and underwonk = mofound modification in order to batahiish is balance
between the juxioical Scienced and the edeia) sciences. Godars subjects
were Labrodwood such as the basic directs of busing can detration
oxginisation and management the of 277 human
selections At the same the the elécsica) of 36910 science such
as and were elves increased altention
with these departant charge the Institute 200 Longer recremented beach
of the Jegal disorpline, but because a 647.50 I details of 2 spacial kind
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Under The new program currently lising out into at the
the first year devoted to Cheatofical stidies the second to the study
of spacifically Vietmas problems, white the mixa 53 book and
open the entoy of survey problems of interest to Visium and to research
in specialized to the country

Moreover the pressure of practical work an internside has been
strengthened and readjusted et this Institute the st dens willerized
bandelf with essential administrative methods, 313 the flold be kisite
successively the principal ad oreans and completes Setardships
in tha Ministries and 539 content) adminis trative with this evidention.
the Institute hopes to act are s balance theory and practices SO thei
when the student isaves his will not be unprepared for his functions: M the
sans time be see have endreb kinis knowledge to 500 the long wage objectives
veyord the In other 19:03 be will not find himself
in the situation of not and 231s to BIGG the forest for the trease

The spirit of refring has mardfested 300 only in like optablishment
of the curriculum but also in the chista of teaching methods The weskness
of the old system 02 unsiversity education thousand the professor reada OF

prepared course to the students, has been recognized for some time. In the
beginning of the last century dia not Fitchen the great German educator,
compare this kind of professor to a for distributing ready-nade
knowledge? Such a performance ERD be esigulately superflous, especially in
our days, when printing bas made progress on the other hand,
nothing can replace the professor this guides his students in the choice which
they will Rake for thanscives of of road to fellow in the world of thought.

Xye 6.20 light, of these considerations the faculty of the Institute has
adopted saveral address 274 Chocs of teaching supplemeating communical
Following the Lectures WE have indivited discussion sessions, where the
provessor does nothing but crient and coordinate the discussion of the students
ID addition the processors give some of the students research assignments as
a neans of contributing to the program under the general directoo of the
professor. Audo-visua techniques 67.3 stealy employed in appropriate
circumstances. Lectures followed I débates and seminars are frequently
organized to Intensity participation and to evalon the Institutive of students

Finally, a spirit or Leadwork has developed White awaiting the
cons action of a campas valah 1633 Save 35 a basis for a healthy collective
life, the students of the VIA have already formed a club which they direct
themselves. The division of the students into worldgroups in class as well
20 during internship has no other than helping the students to familiarize
themselves 10 th methodis of teamwork
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