
Meeting with NIA Libr~y Committee, Septo 13, 1960 

(Mssrso Dang, Quynh, Kien, Van, Miss Ti, Childf 

I. Consideration of type of library appropriate to mission of NIA. 
; 

Ao It was agreed that the librarj° -should be a n st'B,l'!d.ent servicett 

library and and 11 research" or ttreference" library 
J..i.lt ~ ~ lt \ 

1. It is ,,,,,,..,.., now, AJJ.l~PG de facto,Aa "reference . library for t e 

use of faculty and, secondarily, civil servanes~ Students use the library 

very little at present (see below)o 7~/t~i/ii/. Faculty use it as reference 

in preparing course lectures and publishable articles. Even the faculty 

uses only a minority of the materials av.aila ble to themJ (see below) o 

2. The ~tffti~fofl/, concensus was that the use of the library by 

faculty for reference purposes could be increased and that, ~tii/I//~ 

special efforts whuld have to be made to create a library which the· 

stuaents would use. 

II. Use of Library 

Ao Miss Ti estimates that 60% of the librarj's volumes are never 

use by anyone. She feels that something is wrong with selection policyo 

~One might add the possibility that sometping is wrong with the way the 

lffibrary is used.) 

B. Students do not use the library because: 

1. the students seem to have no interest in the books available 

to them in the library. This is especially true of books pla ced 

on reserve. They do not request these books. They do take some 

books from the library to read at home but these are usually not 

related to their studies at the NIAo 

2. The students, awarently, ~re not given specific re~ding 

assignments (afuthough some professors indicate« tl:at they did make 

assignments). To the extent th:t reading assignments are given, the 

students are not hled accountable for them. The fact is that 

students do not read the books placed on reserve, _and very few 

of the other books available to ·themo ( Isuspect that 

assignments are not specific--gut rather general references to some 

book title or another.) 
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3o There is a language problemo Students prefer booms written 

in Vietnamese, which rrake up only 3% of the library's holdins. 

'1
1

heir ·second prference is french. Books in Bnglish cor1prise 

some 66~ ,of books in the library. 

4. Perhaps acquisi s ti,ons policy is not such as to 

emphasis books of int e:eest and value to studenEs. The facully 

usuaully has .its onw interest in mind when ordering books, not 

the students' interest. The interests of the two groups are 

not al.ways parallet. Miss 'l'i ·feels that many of the books, 

especially in eoonomics, are too difficult for. the students. 

In fact, many are too difficult for the faculty. 

III. Acquisitions policy 

A. In order to encourage creation of a de facto nstudent servide" 

library acquisti0ns policy will be ~tered to: 

lo place more emphasis on books of interest and value to the 
. 

students. The faculty will be requested to project themselves 

into the studentt' position when ordering books o They will 

be r~quested to order books from which assignments can be 

made and be sure to include these in assigned readingo 

--furthermore, the faculty will discuss the increased reliaee 

on specific reading assig ments as sup ~·· 1men tary to lectu.4 es 

and to "enfitrorce 11 reading through e xaminat'.llons,c]ass discussions, 

and writ t en paperso 

2o Special effar:-tst to locate Vietnames books for student 

useo .Secondarily,· additional 
0

french ~ooks will be order. 

--Ap arently there are no published bibilograohies of Vietnamese 

books, The only way t(} get 14sts would be to contact publisers 

and visit local bookstores. 

3. · It was noted that the above discussion under~ines the 

need for increa sed efforts t<JNard a translation p rogramo 

4. Since a bout 29% of the litrary 's books are lU:i:iUl.i economics 

books, there was some concern tbat there ·is an imbalance hereo 

(Several persons suggested that the classifcation system 

contributes to an app!nrant exclssive holding of economics 

bokks.J/ H/Jtjfo-fif/lf;{.~ffo/vl$.:i// It was agree, honever, · that 

special efforsst . should be made to limit the relative position 

of eco omics books and the make special efforts to increase 
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the share of books devoted to p~blic administration, politi cal 

seience~ and sociology. 

To this end the librar.Rn will endeavor to increase the number 

of bibi l 9ogrpahsies tll/~~ift!/ frpm these areas which are . 
circulated. Also, facuoty members in thee fields were asked to 

peruse the ~ook review secmions of professiona~ journals ~~ for 

possibilities. The library wi l l contact international agencies 

and schoparly associations ·for published bilmbmog~aphy. 

5. Mr. Dang requested t:rat the library pruchase a number of 

books, reported to be avilable locally, whiqh are ylff_f,j,fifilif/ 

devoted to social and civic topics but written in rather eleme;.lJ:al 

english. These books will provide material for the english language 

training .pn@gram which will at once increase the students' 

vocabulary, e spe ciallV in social science terminology, and reduce 

present reliacne on shortstories, essays, and mythology gooks. 

IV. Circulation policy 

The librarian again expressed concern about the nuniber of overdue 

books outstanding, althou@l noting the reducti~n in the volume of 

books in this category. 

-rt was agreed that the present library regulations were more or 

less satisfactory. The problem is a matter of ef.fo~c€ment. ~he curx 

of the matter is the uncooperative attidtude of the NIA faculty members 

(and a few MSU p~pple) · . · 'fhe faculty simply d9es not respnntie to the 

librarians reque·sts for r eturn of books, does not adhere to the rules 

which Um.aye been progmulgated, am browbeats the library . staff to 

violate anew the existing regulationso It was also noted th3.t some 

NIA alumni hav'e left without return hooks, books which tjtust now be 

conwidered lost.) 

A. Policy: 

1. Graduating students must have library clearance before their 

certifica~e wiilil be awarded. 

2. Rector Thong will write to each faculty member enclsoing 

a list of overdue books charged and ins true ting the faculty member 

.to return such books •• 

3. The facult y will be informed that librains requests are made 

in the name of the Recotr and must be respect. The gaculty will 

be asked to .£21 request _the library staff to violate existing regulation 
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(It is my intention have a private corwersatj_on with .Nghiem D'.3-ng 

about this. Something must be done about the status oft he library 

staff vis a vis the faculty and the :t'aculty ·behavior toward them.) 

4o The rule of charging borroweres for the cost of replacing 

lost books will be enforced. 

5. Fines for overdue books cannot now be legally enforced. It 

would required permission from the presid~ncy and perhaps other Gv1~ 

agencies. However, the Rector can (wnd pr¢sumably will) usee his 

disciplinary powers to enforce regulations regarding t~tt~/the return 

of library books. 

v. The NIA libzary as a de sository for Government documen6s. 

There was agreerrmt abht this was a good idea and that it would 

be a simple matter to request the presidency to direct all GV~ agencies 

to include the NIA library, automatically~ on the distribution list 

for any govenn ment publication. 

Miss Ti, however, raised the question of staff for receiving, 

classifying, and.caring for these bookso This question must be 

met first, before a final decision is madeo 

VI. Miscellaneous topics 

A. Miss Ti will submit the list of ~iodicals now received by the 

library for consideration by the faculty with· regard to suspension 

or renewal. 

B. Miss Ti will sibmit a list of books lost to the faculty for 

consideration regard replacement. 

VII. Future topics 

According the the ProAg the Committee must meet again in the 

near future to discuss: (1) the transfer of responsibility for the 

library to the NIA, (2) the possibility of establishing a union cataglo 
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Executive office of
the Presiden

cy
national Institute

of
administration

minutes
of

the

meeting of
the N/A

Library

Committee hold in the

afternoon of Thursday
at 15.00

of September
13, 1960

Below were their attendants

ChairMessrs:
Nghiem

Dang
/ Vice Rector

of
the N/A

Tran Van
Kiew Research Division member

Nguyen Quang Quyrih,
Academic Division 11

Va
Uyen Van, In -service

TRaining

11

Frank C. child m.S.U.G. 11

miss

Tang-
This Ti Librarian

Secretary.

Below were the
topics

discussed
during

the

meeting

10.- Principle established
for

the selection
of

books

miss
Tang-Thi

Ti
the reported

the situation
of

the

Library / and said that number
of

books is
enough

to meet

the need
of

the
profesors

and
students, however,

only

40 % abanout

of
these books are

actually
used

by
readers and the

greatest

part of
this

percentage
either borrowed or

used within the

library
area are in Vietnamese, a smaller

number are in French Readers
of

Books in
English

are

not much read

probably

because
of

the
language

barrier and
of

their
precome nantly

nantle
specialized

character,

MR
nghum Daily

said that this problem
a solution to

requires
the attention

of
the

professors
who should take

into consideration the need
of

the students in the selection

of
books, this need should be one

of
the

Library objectives

MR child
suggested

that this
Library

has the

double
function of

a
Library

intended
for

both students

It is desirable
therefore

that
reference

works

should be based on the need
of

thebooks selection

students and also that the
profemers encourage

students

to use the
facilities offer by

the
library by giving

them

assigned readings
and

having
them make

reports
on

specific subjects.
miss

Tang

thi ti indicated that most students



2

only
read books in Vietnamese, a much smaller number

of

students read books bank in
French, the reason

for
this is that

reading English
absorbs a lot

of
their

time in
reference

to dictionaries Students therefore
only

ask to borrow books and reviews on Public adminis

on
Literature Philosophy

tration, Finance or

written in Vietnamere.,The books in
English

or French
which
are

set aside
by professors

and not to be
brought

home, are

rarely

read

by

students within the
Library

area

the Committee

agreed

on the

following
solutions

to the above
problems:

to
give

students
assigneda)

To ask
professors

readings.
(all available

bj
To

purchase
(Vietnamese versions

of English
and (French books.

c) To
purchase

several
exemplaries ofbooks

which are readable

by
students.

MR Uu
Uyen

Van
suggested

that translation

of
such book as the management art in

government agencies" by J.
millett should be

acquired in several
excumplanies for

use

bystudents.
research and

to
fulfill

the
function of

a
preference

library
book

and reviews should not be
kept

by professors for
too

long
the

periods of
true. miss Tang

thi To
suggested

that

chairman said he will talk over this
problem

in the

meeting

of

the academic Division

me Child drew the Committee 13 attention to
the hig

glass

proposition of

books on economics
(29% of

the total number

of

the

library
books),

and attributed this abundance to the

probable
fact

that most
professor

are
specialists

in economics

and tend to
emphasize

on this
field

while
selecting

books.

miss Ti said that

although

the
supply

in econo-

mic book was abundant the demand has been

no less
important

the
monthly

average
number

of
books borrowed

indicates an important percentage (33%) for this
field.

MR
quynh

suggested

a wider circulation
of bibliographin, catalogs

and

lists
of printed

matters issued
by political

sociale

gical
associations,

20 that

profemore

can select
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books one other
subjects.

MR

that nghiem
Dairy

proposed
be

a)
a

percentage
will determined

for

each subject and
language (Victuamose, English, French)

category of
books.

of
an in

crease of
the

( percentage of
books on

other
subjects

than
economics;

however this shouldother

not mean a
complete interruption

in the
acquisition of

economic books

of
the

purchase of
books written in

"simple"

(plain. ?) English
to be readable

by

students.

20/ Principle for
the circulation

of
books and reviews.

miss
Tang

this Ti indicated that the circulation
of

books has encountered lot
of difficulties Books

and reviews borrowed
by profession

are
sometimes

kept
as

long
as 2

years

and the Librarian
wondering

if
these books are still in their hands or are

already
lost

For the case

of

books not
yet catalogied

it is harder

to
follow up

the circulation as cards lare not

made
yet

There are at the twice

beingover 500 volumes
of

this
category

On the request
made

by
the Chair man

for
a solution to

the
problem,

me child said that Libraries in

to

the US
change

a

penalty from
5 to 25 us cents a

day's
all readears who

keep
over due books In the US Libraries, unbound

periodicals

are not to be lent.
Professors

have
usually

more

privileges

than
all
students but

after
a term

(3
or

5 months)
they

have to return to books

borrowed
from Library

and to

pay compensation

for

lost books.

the Chairman said that
for juridical

reasons

the N/A
Library said

has not taken into
effect

the

penalty
measure, but students may

be tried to the

Disciplinary
Council,

and
Aprofessors may

be exami-

ned br the Rector He will also talk over this

problem

in the

meeting
of

the academic Division

the Librarian will draw a list
of

books
kept by

each
professors

to remind them once

again of
the overdue books.
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30 -

Deposit
miss

of

bangthi-bi

government publications

reported
that this

question

is taken into consideration to plan the

etablishment
of

a

general Catalogue, if
a

financialsubvention is available
from

some

organisationFor the time

being,

the

Library

have received

from many Departments

and
publication
is now

planning for
a

catalogue

Because
of

the

lack
of personaled

this work cannot be done

over
right away.

ma bran Van Kien
approved

the above
plan

because it will
permit

an

evaluation
of

the
importance(?) of

Vietnamese

government

publications

in
(contributed tol?))

the EROPA

the Committee
finally made

the
following

decisions:

10/
to collect t all

government

and to
lendingthem

and store

to

them

readers-

et in the

Library.

20/ to send a note to various
Departments

asking
them to

forward
to the

Library

two
exemplaris

of
each

of
their

publications

30f
The Lubrairian will draft andetail

plan for

the

the

establisment
of

a Union

Catalogue, and
statingthe

personal
and

equipment
the time

necessary
for

the

completion of

MR child
suggested

that the Committee start

taking

into the consideration the
the transfer of

Library

and check up
on

desful selection

of
the 258

foreign
reviews wind

currently

purchased

and not
very

demanded

by
readers.

The
meeting

closed at 17.00

Chairman
Secretary

NightentanyTang.

this Ti
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