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uoolf opened the meeting by saying that he had noted the announcements 
regarding the three nP.w pa.rticipants Uc expressed the opinion that 
the plans of the l I. for using participants, and MSUG's plans for sending 
Ph.D. participants, need to be coordinated. Mr. Thong pointed out that 
the Administrative Council had just adopted a policy whereby half-time 
faculty !!embers would gradually be elimin ted. In convcrtill6 to a. faculty 
of full-tirec embers the lUA ould make full use of the - cturning Ph.D. 
participantt.. Howev~r, ?ir. Thone said that according to a letter :from 
the Victnane oe ambassador in the U.S., very few of the present partici­
pants in the u .~. intend to work for the I IA. Mr. Phat~ though ho is 
doing ell in his studies, hns expressed u desire to return to Vietnam 
after passing his preliminary exaninations; he ..ants to complete his 
doctorate examination 1hile workin& for the NIA . Mr. Thong aeid there 
was little hope that Bach-Lan would ever •rork for the NIA. It also seems 
thr t ; .. r. Thanh may be lost to the NIA. r. Ky, it seeres, ight go to 
Foreign Affairo . l\!J.r. Dich vill obtain only a Maotcr's degree. Toan is 
a question mark. ]r. Thong gave assurance that if~~;9l,Nt4,e foregoing 
participanto returned with a Ph.D. degree, the .. ~ IA/\ . . cmp1oy them. 
Uusol:f asked i:f the NIA m"ght experience any difficulty in obtaining 
priority on the returning participants . For example, asked Musolf, would 
it be difficult to get Ky if he wants to go to Foreign Affairs? 1r. Thong 
responded that it was doubtful whether the NIA· could get K if, first, 
Ky expressed a deaire to go to Foreign Affairs, and, second, -oreig~AJe 
Affairs·put in a bid fo r Ky. About the only recoQrse tho !Al/Could~, 
he said, was to appeal to the Presidency. uaolf, after mentioning the 
fact that the intent of the participant program ras to furnioh Ph. D. 's 
for the NIA , asked whether or not the three projected participants could 
sign an agreement to work for the NIA. r. Thong said that of course 
t his would be done but that those already in the u.s. had signed a similar 
agreement . Lusolf then suggested perhaps it would be well to ake the 
commit ent stronger. He offered MSUG 's suppa:rt in tryine to make arrange­
mento to bind the l'h ~D.. participants upon their return to the IA . He 
said that MSUG wonld write a letter to the NIA expressing USUG's concern 
over the fact that the NIA was not receiving a large enough number of 
Ph.D. participants. 'r. Thong could thon use the letter as he pleased . 
Mr. Thong said he would vrnlcome L SUG' s support in thio respect . Thong 
and ~usolf finally agreed thDt it would be desirable first, to have those 
participants already in the U.S. sign an agreement to work for the NIA at 
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Musolf opened the meeting by saying that he had noted the announcements
regarding the three new participants. He expressed the opinion that
the plans of the NIA for using participants, and MSUG's plans for sending
Ph.D. participants, need to be coordinated. Mr. Thong pointed out that
the Administrative Council had just adopted a policy whereby half-time
faculty members would gradually be eliminated. In converting to a faculty
of full-time members the NIA would make full use of the returning Ph.D.
participants. However, Mr. Thong said that according to a letter from
the Vietnamese ambassador in the U.S., very few of the present partici-
pants in the U.S. intend to work for the NIA. Mr. Phat, though he is
doing well in his studies, has expressed a desire to return to Vietnam
after passing his preliminary examinations; he wants to complete his
doctorate examination while working for the NIA. Mr. Thong said there
was little hope that Bach-Lan would ever work for the NIA. It also seems
that Mr. Thanh may be lost to the NIA. Mr. Ky, it seems, might go to
Foreign Affairs. Mr. Dich will obtain only a Master's degree. Toan is
a question mark. Mr. Thong gave assurance that if any of the foregoing
participants returned with a Ph.D. degree, the NIA, will employ them.
Musolf asked if the NIA might experience any difficulty in obtaining
priority on the returning participants. For example, asked Musolf, would
it be difficult to get Ky if he wants to go to Foreign Affairs? Mr. Thong
responded that it was doubtful whether the NIA could get Ky if, first,
Ky expressed a desire to go to Foreign Affairs, and, second, Foreign have
Affairs put in a bid for Ky. About the only recourse the NIA would A6,
he said, was to appeal to the Presidency. Musolf, after mentioning the
fact that the intent of the participant program was to furnish Ph.D.'s
for the NIA, asked whether or not the three projected participants could
sign an agreement to work for the NIA. Mr. Thong said that of course
this would be done but that those already in the U.S. had signed a similar
agreement. Musolf then suggested perhaps it would be well to make the
commitment stronger. He offered MSUG's support in trying to make arrange-

Hements to bind the Ph.D. participants upon their return to the NIA.
said that MSUG would write a letter to the NIA expressing MSUG's concern
over the fact that the NIA was not receiving a large enough number of
Ph.D. participants. Mr. Thong could then use the letter as he pleased.
Mr. Thong said he would welcome MSUG's support in this respect. Thong
and Musolf finally agreed that it would be desirable first, to have those

participants already in the U.S. sign an agreement to work for the NIA at
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the time their grants are renewed; second, to have the participants 
who are chosen in the future sign an agreeEent to work for the NIA 
before they leave. 

Musolf then asked the question as to how many raore participants { yond 
the three projected ones plus Xuyen) the NIA could anticipate using. Mr. 
Thong said that it ould be imposoible to give an exact number a.t this 
time, but pointed out that there are 28 members on the staff of whom 
only 6 are no; full-timer.embers. There.fore, a substantial number of 
Ph .D. particip~ntu could be received, perhaps at least 10 or 11. 1Jr. 
Thong cautioned; ho rnver, that some of the participants now in the 
:[;rogram might re::.iign and the esti .ates ould have to be revised.. t:usolf 
then asked whether the I IA ould be able to take any I"1 . D. :participants 
even if a number of pre ent half-time Eembers 1ere slow in resigning . 
Thong ans •crcd you, that the partici ants could always be used in the 
Research Di vision if there was not at th . I~oment an available teaching 
position. .r. 1hong sayo thrt since tn NLi\ has only one representative 
on the cor.unittee of rec..1.uitment of the .Fonction Publique, it is so:rootili.es 
difficult to get a specific person for the !IA, but if a ~trong enough 
case is made e Lay gc st..1 ch participants . r. Thong suggested an 
exchanee of 1 etter · b , een the NIA and 1:> G. Ea.ch side would ex..l ress 
its vie rs on ~articipants Mu olf approved of the idea and said that 
in his letter he would like to point out the advan·tages of using 
participants as full-·time members over the present oyote of half-time 
faculty members . 

usolf then introduced the queatio involved in I~r. Cuong•s · glioh 
language preparation. attention to the attitudes both of 
USO and the Corr.r:;i ttee on er ..... Studie..,. Thene agencies believe 
that it is essential that participants going to the U.S. have an 
ad quate knowledge of -lllglish. It is believed that Cuong's kno ledge 
of Lnglish is at present inadequate for .lasses at Amcricru.1 universities. 
Por his own benefit in deriving aximum results of his stay in the 
States, he needs to "be far.iiliar with 1-..:nglish. !"uoolf oueeerrted that 
he undert~ke an early enrollment in an English claos at the VAA. filr. 
1'hong agreed that it L) advisable for rof. Cuong to have a knowledge 
of English in order to maximize his visit to the U.S., but he pointed 
out that the arrete han already been signed to send ~'r. Cuong to the 
U.S . What does M lsolf SU' gest about this? usolf said that the a.rrete 
~lways has to be iosued well beforehand; however, r.a.ny persons who arc 
on the list of • arreteo;;do not go if later examinations show tha.t 
their Englioh is not adequate . He cited examples : Musolf expressed 
the regret that r. Cuong was the only faculty n,ember who has been 
asked to pass an English exanLination, but explained that an ICA regulation 
requires sue ti kno ledge of Englinh and that 1-..r . Cuong needs training in 
English. If he does not enroll s oon it may be too late. A..r. Thong 
asked if it would be advisable to oreanize a special course and hold 
a special test for Er. Cuong. Musolf said that this was doubtful 
because the VJ.A is short of teachers and a special class ~ould be 
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the time their grants are renewed; second, to have the participants
who are chosen in the future sign an agreement to work for the NIA
before they leave.

Musolf then asked the question as to how many more participants (beyond
the three projected ones plus Xuyen) the NIA could anticipate using. Mr.
Thong said that it would be impossible to give an exact number at this
time, but pointed out that there are 28 members on the staff of whom
only 6 are now full-time members. Therefore, a substantial number of
Ph.D. participants could be received, perhaps at least 10 or 11. Mr.
Thong cautioned, however, that some of the participants now in the
program might resign and the estimates would have to be revised. Musolf
then asked whether the NIA would be able to take any Ph.D. participants
even if a number of present half-time members were slow in resigning.
Thong answered yes, that the participants could always be used in the
Research Division if there was not at the moment an available teaching
position. Mr. Thong says that since the NIA has only one representative
on the committee of recruitment of the Fonction Publique, it is sometimes
difficult to get a specific person for the NIA, but if a strong enough
case is made we may get such participants. Mr. Thong suggested an
exchange of letters between the NIA and MSUG. Each side would express
its views on participants. Musolf approved of the idea and said that
in his letter he would like to point out the advantages of using
participants as full-time members over the present system of half-time
faculty members.

Musolf then introduced the question involved in Mr. Cuong's English
language preparation. He called attention to the attitudes both of
USOM and the Committee on Overseas Studies. These agencies believe
that it is essential that participants going to the U.S. have an
adequate knowledge of English. It is believed that Cuong's knowledge
of English is at present inadequate for classes at American universities.
For his own benefit in deriving maximum results of his stay in the
States, he needs to be familiar with English. Musolf suggested that
he undertake an early enrollment in an English class at the VAA. Mr.
Thong agreed that it is advisable for Prof. Cuong to have a knowledge
of English in order to maximize his visit to the U.S., but he pointed
out that the arrete has already been signed to send Mr. Cuong to the
U.S. What does Musolf suggest about this? Musolf said that the arrete
always has to be issued well beforehand; however, many persons who are
on the list of the arretesdo not go if later examinations show that
their English is not adequate. He cited examples: Musolf expressed
the regret that Mr. Cuong was the only faculty member who has been
asked to pass an English examination, but explained that an ICA regulation
requires such knowledge of English and that Mr. Cuong needs training in
English. If he does not enroll soon it may be too late. Mr. Thong
asked if it would be advisable to organize a special course and hold
a special test for Mr. Cuong. Musolf said that this was doubtful
because the VAA is short of teachers and a special class would be
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rather expensive. He added that the VAA would, however, give special 
consideration to Mr. Cuong by holding a special examination for him 
and by placing hi. i 1ediately into a class at his level of competence. 
t:.r. Thong pointed out that any glish claos t:.r . Cuong takes Jould have 
to be fitted in with his teaching responsibilities at the . IA . 

At this point usolf pointed ou·t that high ICA officials had recently 
expressed soDe scathing criticisms at the lack of preparation in 
English of ~rtici ant • On, high official, in fact , in ivts on 
interviewing all public administration officials who co!l.e to ashington. 
This official oays h hQo been astounded how poorly so e participants 
are able to exprczs thenoclves in rnc1 sh. l • Thong said thnt 1!,SUG 
was quite logical in inui~ting on a kno1ledge of Lnglish for participant~ 
but was t his not in Mr. Cuong's case a ne rule? Had Mr . Cuong been 
properly inf or ed th t he roulcl h ... ve to de1 onstrate evidence of fitness 
in 'ngli 0 h? ~Jusolf replied th!,t· .x. u ng had been informed so:oetime 
ago tb. t he rould have to take an ;-nglish examination, and th· t e. 
meeting had been Get . up bet~cen Cannaday (VAA) and Cuong, but 0uong 
did not sho up for th meeting . M.1-·. :i:hong said that he would talk 
with • Cuong . · 

Mr. Thong requested :rsua'..., i soist.ancc in connection d th a bulletin or 
journal v·l ich Vietn is res1)onsible for :i;, iblishin ~ for ,R 'A . -Ur. 
U.usolf seid that t UG \ ouJ.d be very happy to help ~ n the editing , 
advisi :g, and an.1 oth1.~r r.c.atters with the exception of finances . .r. 
~hong anted to no wh€ther or ot 1 SUG lcnovrn of ony persons in other 
countries who rr.ic;ht contribute articles . 1 usolf replied th t n1ost of 
the persons hon: ,e kno / arc /es tern rs , and the < uestion as raised 
hether or ot they should contribute &rticle~ to the publication . 

His impression was th· t the journal should be pri.arily one Jritten 
by Asian people. r . hong said that he c;.greec1 that the articles 
should be essentially thus ri t en by Asian people , but that he vould 
like to have .so:r;:e e: ticlet> by esterncrs . At this poi1J.t Fox suge,ested 
that in order to get over the hurdle of the firot issue it ight be 
appropriate to hevc each country select what it regarded as the best 
article published urin · the rear 01 tll subject of ad.mini~; tration , 
v.nd then to embody he ~e ccted tirticle ... in the no . l issue of the 
jounrla .. This proposal ~a .... discu sed or a w~d.le . ,r . ThO'• ~ said 
the journal wou.ld pro abl be issued quarterly and he hoped the first 
issue wou.. d appear in ove b r.. 1 r .. hon uaid that no c . ·tributions 
have been received ye t . ~.us lf said in t c event it is decided that 
the first isone will be a compilation o best articles published during 
the past y ear, h believed it appropriate if r . Thong woul rite the 
letter to request such articles . This would emphasize the role of Vietnam 
and stress the fact that the journal is an Asian periodical; Furthermore , 
if it is decided to publish the first issue in this fashion, Fox can 
poll the Division to see-whether its me~b rs have any contributions for 
the second number. Also , East Lansing ould be alerted, and other 
pervons !/ho might be interested in writing articles will be contacted . 
Ir. Thong called attention to the high number of applicants for admission 
to the Institute in August . The number is over 800 ~ 
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rather expensive. He added that the VAA would, however, give special
consideration to Mr. Cuong by holding a special examination for him
and by placing him immediately into a class at his level of competence.
Mr. Thong pointed out that any English class Mr. Cuong takes would have
to be fitted in with his teaching responsibilities at the NIA.

At this point Musolf pointed out that high ICA officials had recently
expressed some seathing criticisms at the lack of preparation in
English of participants. One high official, in fact, insists on
interviewing all public administration officials who come to Washington.
This official says he has been astounded how poorly some participants
are able to express themselves in English. Mr. Thong said that MSUG
was quite logical in insisting on a knowledge of English for participants
but was this not in Mr. Cuong's case a new rule? Had Mr. Cuong been
properly informed that he would have to demonstrate evidence of fitness
in English? Musolf replied that Mr. Cuong had been informed sometime
ago that he would have to take an English examination, and that a
meeting had been set up between Cannaday (VAA) and Cuong, but Cuong
did not show up for the meeting. Mr. Thong said that he would talk
with Mr. Cuong.

Mr. Thong requested MSUG's assistance in connection with a bulletin or
journal which Vietnam is responsible for publishing for EROPA. Mr.
Musolf said that MSUG would be very happy to help in the editing,
advising, and any other matters with the exception of finances. Mr.
Thong wanted to know whether or not MSUG knows of any persons in other
countries who might contribute articles. Musolf replied that most of
the persons whom we know are Westerners, and the question was raised
whether or not they should contribute articles to the publication.
His impression was that the journal should be primarily one written
by Asian people. Mr. Thong said that he agreed that the articles
should be essentially thus written by Asian people, but that he would
like to have some articles by Westerners. At this point Fox suggested
that in order to get over the hurdle of the first issue it might be
appropriate to have each country select what it regarded as the best
article published during the year on the subject of administration,
and then to embody the selected articles in the No. 1 issue of the
jounrla. This proposal was discussed for a while. Mr. Thong said
the journal would probably be issued quarterly and he hoped the first
issue would appear in November. Mr. Thong said that no contributions
have been received yet. Musolf said in the event it is decided that
the first issue will be a compilation of best articles published during
the past year, he believed it appropriate if Mr. Thong would write the
letter to request such articles. This would emphasize the role of Vietnam
and stress the fact that the journal is an Asian periodical. Furthermore,
if it is decided to publish the first issue in this fashion, Fox can
poll the Division to see whether its members have any contributions for
the second number. Also, East Lansing would be alerted, and other
persons who might be interested in writing articles will be contacted.
Mr. Thong called attention to the high number of applicants for admission
to the Institute in August. The number is over 800.
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