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I am sorry I cannot prov1d th hilarious-type run down o Which Wes 11 so 
good. S :eh it ms s stopping t o61' on Michigan Av. n , holding up rush-
hour t ff1c to l~e Ql n•s nd 1deal1at1o teriAl, but I think you 
wil get th ;t1ctw: • 

I t t he feel!J sat1at1 d with his vtait th tar. Ho i ver, I am t111 
luetant to eval te the us tul ot the v1S1 I d r adily nt1oned, 

he 1 ~reoecupi~d w1th t p?'oble ot thft Re earch Ccntel"' t-0"/!' BROPA ; this 
preciccu; t1on untortunat ly diS'tl"Bct d bim tro cone :m With th NIA attain. 
H v r> yestel"day driving dovn to Ann Arbor we discus the NIA at length. 
He o ned by _ king my opinion ot the number ot JBtr rsonnel. 1 tr1 d to 
tick much s possibl within t context ot your propos d dratt memo 

tor the X"10d atter J'un , 1959· nerally, I s id ! ho d we could contin 
1n th e c~ult1ir. areas w pPOgr ss 1a being d / and I also emuhan1zed 
t n ed tor us to provide te chi nd research SU!?P rt. 1S v ;ey p -
occunii d with the reaearch function and almost 11 conversat1ons reverted back 
to di e ion ct re rch, m Bt-11 within the r work or EROPA and ao 
vi.thin t trame work ot NIA. In the d1ac.usa1on on tlw l.eter, · was very 
anxious to a us assist his staff to whatevel" extent eould (this surpri d 

) f'..irt r, be also wanted to ow 1 I could prov1 trom Lansing ny s rch 
upport. H v n had s elf c · uggest1on: that n the Institute I'eC·-1ves 

a re arch quest f'rom one ot the min1s.t ru, he could te l tre to turn to the 
Cocrcunn.tor • ott1ee t.o . t1nd out how a part cular dm1nistMt1ve problem was 
solved, l>ettreen the u. s .. :8.Jf4 o ~..;count~ies~ He v led a certain sopbU-
t1cation hen he said he c:reeogniz d that would not b d1ately pre d 
to prov1d th 1n!o~t!~n re~N"!r.g ct~.r ~ountr1es. However, he said w 
have the llbrBry tacil1t1es with Which e can search tor the answers; he 
pointed out that t 3e ta.o111t1 s in &U.gon are still inad~ uate tor these 
purpoo a. ('rhi aupporta another impres ion ot JDine; that he has received n 
inc a.aed. spect tor the value ot g libraey .. ) I a sured h1m that the 

at IAM1ng ott1oe was ready t all ti s to so upport any reseaHh act1v1tj: 
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September 12, 1958

Ralph H. SmucklerTo:

Stanley K. SheinbaumFrom:

Subject: Mr. Thong's visit

As I have already indicated and as Wes in the same enclosure concurs, the
visit seems to be going extremely successfully. I had become quite dis-
couraged by Mr. Trach's visit and I hope that this compensates to some extent. I
spent yesterday with him at Ann Arbor where Lederle and Heady afforded us much
time and a well-planned visit. From there he left directly for Chicago, where
he was met by Hickey.

I am sorry I cannot provide the hilarious-type run down to which Wes is so
good. Such items as stopping the car on Michigan Avenue, holding up rush-
hour traffic to shake Glen's hand makes idealistic material, but I think you
will get the picture.

I know that he feels satisfied with his visit thus far. However, I am still
reluctant to evaluate the usefulness of the visit As I had readily mentioned,
he is preoccupied with the problems of the Research Center for EROPA; this
prececupation unfortunately distracted him from concern with the NIA affairs.
However, yesterday driving down to Ann Arbor we discussed the NIA at length.
He opened by asking my opinion of the number of MSU personnel. I tried to
stick as much as possible within the context of your proposed draft memo
for the period after June, 1959. Generally, I said I hoped we could continue
in those consultiva areas where progress is being made, and I also emphasized
the need for us to provide teaching and research support. He is very pre-
occupied with the research function and almost all conversations reverted back
to a discussion of research, mostly within the frame work of EROPA and some
within the frame work of NIA. In the discussion on the later, he was very
anxious to see us assist his staff to whatever extent we could (this surprised
me) further, he also wanted to know if I could provide from Lansing any research
support. He even had a specific suggestion: that when the Institute receives
a research request from one of the ministers, he could feel free to turn to the
Coordinator's office to find out how a particular administrative problem was
solved, between the U. Steand othericountries. He revealed a certain sophis-
tication when he said he |crecognized that we would not be immediately prepared
to provide the information regarding other countries. However, he said we
have the library facilities with which we can search for the answers; he
pointed out that these facilities in Saigon are still inadequate for these
purposes. (This supports another impression of mine; that he has received an
increased respect for the value of a godd library.) I assured him that the
East Lansing office was ready at all times to so support any research activity
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he undertook in Saigon. As you may remember, this is a function that I have
been hoping to develop, but so far unsuccessfully.

Before your memo arrived advising caution in discussing the problem of MSUG
administration support by the NIA, Glen had already gone into the question
with me. He was somewhat negative in his response although, of course very
polite. In the car down to Ann Arbor he reopened the question and said that
this is a very delicate and sensitive problem. I assured him that it is an
issue we were approaching with extreme care and consideration. I further
assured him that we would.only want to follow through with the proposal if
he and Mr. Thuan were personally inclined. Further, I agreed with him that
if the propossal were to be implemented, then the decision would have to be
handled over a long period with deliberate slowness and planning (shades
of integration in Little Rock).

To back track for a moment -in the discussion of MSU personnel, he expressed
hope that we would send people out who could devote full time to teaching or
full time to research; no one individual should do both. Here again, he
showed a certain sophistication in stating a desire that his own staff be
handled the same way, but that he realized that keeping an academic person
on teaching full time would retard his intellectual development. However
for MSUG staff who are only in Saigon for two years, full time assignment to
a teaching function would not so retard them. He would also like some MSUG
staff assisting full time in research.

with Lederle and Heady, the is mainly concerned with receiving advice with
regard to the Research Center for EROPA. I have a feeling that he is faced
with a problem in developing the Center that is beyond his present resource.
He is not certain how to approach it, and he looks for any and all advice
on the matter. One thing that particularly caused his eye to light up was
the mention by Lederle that they were developing a research manual that
would provide method logical insight, guides for statistical application,
use of electronic computers, etc. Unfortunately, a draft mimeo was shown
to Rector Thong and he wanted to keep it very badly. Lederle was not willing
to let this out of his hands because it was not in its final form, but also
because it was far too sophisticated, being oriented towards an American
graduate program. I had the feeling that Thong felt that this document
was a panacea, that once he had a copy of this he would be able to distribute

hurtit to the relevant people and that research would somehow occur. It
me to observe this. At any rate, it struck me that this kind of a manual
should be developed. Lederle is sending me a copy for my own reading

fushaI propose that we think seriously about assisting in the development
possibly in Saigon. Another possibility would be to have a competent par-
ticipant work with Stan Gabis in its development here. I would like to know
your reaction to this.

One other point of interest was that he made it quite distinct that the Research
Center was quite apart from the Institute, (although I understand that it will
be physically/oused by the Institute), and that therefore MSU was not involved.
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Despite this, he asked me if I, on a personal basis, would accept the
responsibility of following up the fund raising work with the foundations.
It was made clear that I would do this not as a member of MSU, but as an
individual. On this, by the way, answer a question. Is he trying to raise
$51,000 or $51,000 plus the dollar equivilant of $7,677,534 piasters?
Please cable immediately on this one.

I found Dr. Thong readily willing to adjust his schedule to our demands and
still maintain his International stops. However, he had to shorten each of
them. Unfortunately one of the subsistence areas that is neglected in the
schedule in the US is a visit to a small college to see its administration.
I thought this would be of use to him. He spent an entire afternoon at MSU
viewing the Administration offices. I had briefed Tom Hamilton and Tom King
on the need to emphasize the problem of academic standards. I think he was
impressed. In general he showed great interest in the overall problem of
Student Affairs. He was also very taken with our physical facilities. I
think he may now prove to be a more informed critic in regard to the physical
set up of the NIA; he was very impressed with the dormitory and the physical
accomodations in general.

For the rest of the trip he will be in Washington and New York with Fishel.
I will be with him for the last two days of his trip in New York. HI have,
as you know, serious reservations on the issue of accompanyment. Thislis
a matter that has to be planned by ear. I think we over did it with Trach.

Thong seems to be a much more independant man than I had anticipated. I
came close to ruling against any accompanyment on the later part of his trip.
However, I am letting Wes go East, but I am thinking the matter through
for the future.

SKS/aeg
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