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Biography of Lt. Col. Le .. {uan Chuyen, of "The People's Army of The 
Democratic Republic of North Vietnan tt. 

Le Xuan Chuyen lvas born on Chiristmas Day 38 (1929) years ago 
in Le Thuy district of Quang Binb. provinc e , j ust north of the present 
border of North and South Vietnam. It was a relatively rich area 
i n the valley of the Kien Giang river, a.nd his father owned a small 
p iece of land, enough to support nine children. :Cn his youth he 
r emembers fishing in the river rmd r i ding buffaloes and sometimes , 
togethe r with h is friends, fighting with the children of rich 
landowning famili es in the Rr eA. . 

Chuyen wa.s the third child in the family. In 1q44 the r e 1-Jas 
a s ever e f amine in ¥hich many pe ·Jpl e starved to deRth, :md the situa­
tion wa s compounded by s erious fl oods . ~ JJ:any peopl e SP..id it was the 
f ault of the F'rench, who h Rd negl ec ted the i r rigation f .'l..cilities, and 
Chnyen l earned to hRte the French bc-,c ;:rnse sever.ql me mbers of his 
family died. The shortRge of food w·1 s so brid t hat Chuyen and other 
youngs ters formed Hhat -vms known as n Suicide youth 11 to raid Japane se 
food store [5. 

At 1 6 , Chuyen l e ft shool and joine d the res is t.rtnc<~ movement, 
v ery much inspired by the exwnple:3 of h:Lstoric Vietnamesn heroes who 
h a d fought agai nst the Ch i nese inv;.-,ders. About this time he also 
he:1.rd of comnunism and -1 ::' er a short time some of his friends pErsuaded 
him t hat h e should join the Co:.1rmnist Party (the Party was first 
f ormed as t he Comrnunist Party of Indo-China in 1 930). 

His first vJeapon to f i ght t he French was a mache te, nnd later 
he killed a French paratrooper 11ith a J -?.panc se S!Jil\llurai sword. He 
quickly rose through the r anks. He WRS a pl.1toon leade:~r a t 1 8 and 
by 1 947 Chuyen. H <1.S co1rnnnder of a comp ::my th.1.t annifuilated a French 
battalion on the F3c n Hai river. It w.~1s this b:-1ttl c: which i nspire d 
Den,1rd Fall's b ook, .STlnET ~JI'J'H() I J '? tTCJY. Betw.oen 1946 ;s.nd 19~~ he 
v-r1.s in sOL1C 200 mili t :1ry actior1s. At -·the' time of Dien ;:.3ien Phu h e 
corrJlVl.nded a battalion of the 66th r egi ment, 304th divis ion, which 
nn.rche d i n Tvinter tiDe .qcross the 111ountains into LROS to prc;vent 
Fr ench reinforceme nt s from arr ~_ving Seno. / or his fe2.ts during the 
r e sistance war h e ~-J!l.S decor 2.t , .. d ::; ,:;veral time s .qnd c.grries s c n' s from 
t t-:n wounds • 

A.f t r the Gunev ."'~ Conf ercmcc in 1854 , Chuyrm remr:tined with the 
3()4th division. He W.'l.S c hi e f of op •,r a tions for some ti ;.Je , <lt t e nded 
sta ff c onrs c;s , ."' nd in 1 960 he cane corrn::t1.ndcr of the GGth r egiment. In 
19§9 he m.qrri t.'d Kim G<mh, and they h.'=l_d a S.a t L !~:ht r:-J r and !l son. 

As a s enior officer in the f\1orth Vi etne.mt.osc; 1\rmy, he 1o1a s r; iven 
a small but cornfort1.ble home n.t Nam Dinh , c msisting of two rooms 
with <t s mall y.1.rd where his chil c1n :n could pl ay . But he noticed th1.t 
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Biography of Lt. Col. Le Xuan Chuyen, of "The People's Army of The
Democratic Republic of North Vietnam".

Le Xuan Chuyen was born on Chiristmas Day 38 (1929) years ago
in Le Thuy district of Quang Binh province, just north of the present
border of North and South Vietnam. It was a relatively rich area
in the valley of the Kien Giang river, and his father owned a small

piece of land, enough to support nine children. In his youth he
remembers fishing in the river and riding buffaloes and sometimes
together with his friends, fighting with the children of rich

landowning families in the area.

Chuyen was the third child in the family. In 1944 there was
a severe famine in which many people starved to death, and the situa-
tion was compounded by serious floods. Many people said it was the
fault of the French, who had neglected the irrigation facilities, and

Chuyen learned to hate the French because several members of his

family died. The shortage of food was so bad that Chuyen and other
youngsters formed what was known as 11 Suicide youth" to raid Japanese
food stores.

At 16, Chuyen left shool and joined the resistance movement,
very much inspired by the examples of historic Vietnamese heroes who
had fought against the Chinese invaders. About this time he also
heard of communism and a: er a short time some of his friends persuaded
him that he should join the Communist Party (the Party was first
formed as the Communist Party of Indo-China in 1930).

His first weapon to fight the French was a machete, and later
he killed a French paratrooper with a Japanese samurai sword. He

quickly rose through the ranks. He was a platoon leader at 18 and

by 1947 Chuyen was commander of a company that annihilated a French
battalion on the Ben Hai river. It was this battle which inspired
Benard Fall's book, STREET WITHOUT JOY. Between 1946 and 1954 he
was in some 200 military actions. At the time of Dien Bien Phu he
commanded a battalion of the 66th regiment, 304th division, which
marched in winter time across the mountains into Laos to prevent
French reinforcements from arriving Seno. For his feats during the
resistance war he was decorated several times and carries SC rs from
ten wounds.

Aft r the Geneva Conference in 1954, Chuyen remained with the
304th division. He was chief of operations for some time, attended
staff courses, and in 1960 becane commander of the 66th regiment. In
1959 he married Kim Banh, and they had a daughter and a son.

As a senior officer in the North Vietnamese Army, he was given
a small but comfortable home at Nam Dinh, consisting of two rooms
with a small yard where his children could play. But he noticed that
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the junior offi cers a nd the ord i nary s old iers had a very poor life, 
while the par t y c 1.dres a.nd h igh of fici a l s lived in l uxury. He there­
for e b egan to ask h i mself whether t he Hanoi g overnment vvas really 
dedicate d to the people. 

He also s aw tha t the Hanoi g overnment was promoting the sub­
v e rsion in South Vietnam, and \va s training guerillas not only for 
South Vi e tnam but also for Laos, Cambodia and many other countrie s 
in Asia and Africa . As a soldi er,he r ealise d that war would result 
only in the destruction a nd dis r·1ernberwent of his country. And a s a 
professional officer he found hims e lf frustr a t e d by party cadre s who 
Her H arroga nt a nd gave orders and made decisions without unde rstandine; 
what they were doing . Once he argued with a General Trtm.: •Do b'ec;mse the 
party chose c erta in "heroes" to be emulated, but Chuyen knoew that 
these "heroes " 1-v-e r e not really r e s pect e d by the ordinary people , and 
therfore the emulation campaign would f ail. 

In June 1 964 , Chuyen vJa.s order ed to g o to South Vie tnam. For 
s eve r a l 1<Ve e ks h e pr e pared f or h i s mission, studying North Vietnamese 
plans for the war. Before l ea.ving Hanoi he WA.S r e ce ived by several 
s enior North Vietna.me se military figure s including Ge n. Van Tien 
Dung and Ge nerA.l 'Nguyen Chi '1'hanh, whom he wa s l A.t(~r to meet again in 
the South. 

In July h e l eft Haiphong aboard a stee l-hulled ship carrying 
a m.munition a.nd 1,.,reapons to the South. The s h i p 's voyage l aste d a week, 
a nd althouGh t hey h a d some n Arrow e scapes,they successfully eluded 
America n and Sou.th Vi etn:un.e se navy p a t r ols. The ship unloaded its 
c ar go in Thanh Phu district of Ki e n Hoa province in the 1'1e kong Delta, 
during the night. Afte r a brie f r t?. s t ther e , Chuyen :md one companion 
comm.e nce d t heir overlA.nd trip to Tr~y :\Jinh. This took t hem 20 d:ws, 
walking ;:md by Si1mpan . On the way, Ch1..w e n wa s .qble to meet South 
Vie tnamese living i n "liber att-;d" 1re,cl.s. He c ame to the conclusion 
quite quickly that the Vie t Cong h ol d over the p opula tion in the se 
a r e1.s l.v'-'.3 not v ':;ry s trong .qnd tha t the re 1ve r e ma ny faults in t h,·; 'liet 
Cong pr ogr am. 

He arrive d !l.t the h e:1.dqu arte r s of the Liber ation Front in 
August 1.nd liJa s r e c e i ved by Gener a l Tran 'ih n Tra , the North Vie t­
namt-J s e office r who wqs a t t hat time cornma nding the Liber ation forces. 
Chuyl::n vva s a ssigne d to tra in neH reGh1c~nts be i ng f ormed for l 0.r ge ­
sc .1.l e a tta c ks on AR\rN and American troops. 

He pr epar e d hw rrc r e ,v; i monts for the b n.ttle of Binh Gia in 
T.Jc~ c embt.>. r 1 964 , in Hhich thE::: communis ts ov t::: rr a n a - to~\Tn ·a nd t'he n am,.. 
bushe d Ali.Vl\T troops 1vhich C;::).me to its n:lief, inflic ting he r:tvy casual­
tins on t h e g ove r n1cnt for ctJS . La t e r he: f ormed othe r regir<1ent .1.l­
size d units with personne l drawn from 7 C guerilla units. He be came 
very pessimistic becmse h e felt th:=tt the VC guerilla s 1~rere n ot 
well motiv.1t ed . ;<1any of t hem He re e ither forcibly r e cruit t:. d or were 
"cowboy s" fro1n Sa i g on who had run away to e sc ::1p e being dra ft e d by 
the AHVN,. 
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the junior officers and the ordinary soldiers had a very poor life,
while the party cadres and high officials lived in luxury. He there-
fore began to ask himself whether the Hanoi government was really
dedicated to the people.

He also saw that the Hanoi government was promoting the sub-
version in South Vietnam, and was training guerillas not only for
South Vietnam but also for Laos, Cambodia and many other countries
in Asia and Africa. As a soldier, he realised that war would result

only in the destruction and dismemberment of his country. And as a

professional officer he found himself frustrated by party cadres who
were arrogant and gave orders and made decisions without understanding
what they were doing. Once he argued with a General Tran Do because the

party chose certain "heroes" to be emulated, but Chuyen knoew that
these "heroes" were not really respected by the ordinary people, and
therfore the emulation campaign would fail.

In June 1964, Chuyen was ordered to go to South Vietnam. For
several weeks he prepared for his mission, studying North Vietnamese

plans for the war. Before leaving Hanoi he was received by several
senior North Vietnamese military figures including Gen. Van Tien
Dung and General Nguyen Chi Thanh, whom he was later to meet again in
the South.

In July he left Haiphong aboard a steel-hulled ship carrying
ammunition and weapons to the South. The ship's voyage lasted a week,
and although they had some narrow escapes, they successfully eluded
American and South Vietnamese navy patrols. The ship unloaded its

cargo in Thanh Phu district of Kien Hoa province in the Mekong Delta,
during the night. After a brief rest there, Chuyen and one companion
commenced their overland trip to Tay Ninh. This took them 20 days,
walking and by sampan. On the way, Chuyen was able to meet South
Vietnamese living in "liberated" areas. He came to the conclusion

quite quickly that the Viet Cong hold over the population in these
areas was not very strong and that there were many faults in the Viet

Cong program.

He arrived at the headquarters of the Liberation Front in

August and was received by General Tran Van Tra, the North Viet-
namese officer who was at that time commanding the Liberation forces.

Chuyen was assigned to train new regiments being formed for large-
scale attacks on ARVN and American troops.

He prepared two VC regiments for the battle of Binh Gia in
December 1964, in which the communists overran a-town and then an-
bushed ARVN troops which came to its relief, inflicting heavy casual-
ties on the government forces. Later he formed other reginental-
sized units with personnel drawn from VC guerilla units. He became

very pessimistic because he felt that the VC guerillas were not
well motivated. Many of them were either forcibly recruited or were

"cowboys" from Saigon who had run away to escape being drafted by
the ARVN.
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Se :Jer a l times, Chuyen W''lS recalled to the Liber n.tion Front 
heqdquarters for new orders or for consultations. On one occasion 
he attended a meeting A.ddressed by General Nguyen Chi ·.rhrl.nh, who had 
come frorn. Hanoi to t ake comrrtand of the Liberation Forces . General 
Thanh s a id that the president of the Liber a tion l<'ront, J'1r Nguyen 
Huu Tho, should 1tjus t go to sleep" and should not do e1nything until 
the communist party gave him the order s. Chuyen vms thus convince d 
that North Vietnam completely controlled the Liber ation Front. 

His l ast assignment wqs :'l.S depnty corru11ander -'md chief of ope­
r a tions for Fifth Division, about 40 miles from Ph<1.n Thiet. Then he 
received orders to 5; o b;:1_ck to Tay ·~inh prior to a new ass ignment as 
commander of a divisimn. But by this time he had decided to sevel .his 
conne ction with the N.~f - -.: :. The question wa s how to defect, since 
he was accompanied by a bodyguard. On his way back to Tay Ninh on 
foot, he bec:CJ.me ill Rnd persunded his companions to proceed without 
him while he st :tyed at the vill<1ge of Suoi Kiet to recover. 

At Suoi Kiet he w:=1.s crl.re d for by t he loc 1.l Viet Cong authori­
ties. He w~.s nursed b<'1.ck to he e1 l th by a Niss Hiep . During his stay 
at Suoi Kiet , l asting severe1.l wee ks, the villa.ge was bor11be d and all 
the villagers t ook r~;fuge in the jungle. Several times , VC c .qdres 
calJle to him 1.nd urge d him to go b nck to a "secure" Viet Cong are.? . 
They v.rere obviously Harried bec ;mse he 1-vas close to government -held 
territory. He refused . 

After severn.l ·11reeks Chuyen and i1iss Hiep pla.nned to escrt.pe. 
Hiss Hiep hn.d a brother in Phan 'Thiet. She rece i ved perr1ission to 
go there to purch 01.se mt~dical s11pplic;s to tre"Lt Chuyen, but instead 
she prepared the way for his e sc A.pe . Aft ~:;r she left, Chuyen succeeded 
in escA.ping from the vill :<.ge , rtnd a lthough he w:1s still ill with a 
hi:;h fever he wnl kc d all night until . . he r e A.ched another villa ge where 
a bicycle w.1.s ~rr1iting for him. Then he cycled to Pha.n Thie t. On his 
-vny, he 1rl =- s stoppe d by government troops , but 1-.rhe n he shmJed them a 
snfn-conduct p=1ss which h~d b een dropped by nir,they l et him proceed. 

At Phnn Thi E-;t he succ e0~ d~~ d in finding the house of I1iss Hiep 1 s 
brother, 1.nd quickly he we nt to the loc <1l authoritie s where he 8 X­

plr-drwd his id2nti ty and wrts Hell r r:; cei ve d by officinls. This -wa.s 
on August 2, ~966. 

Chuyen h =1s given V=1lnn.l1l e infor :•l'lt:i_on ::tbont the ul timn.te pl ;:ms 
a nd intcmtions of HR.noi ·"~ .nd the Jhtional Liber :1.tion Front briS t~ d on 

his twenty-one yen.rs in the L<1.o Dong Pnrty and hn.s .1.dded intrt~sting 

·l.rlci important dtct !1.ils about JPSt events. He h ·1s told of Aorth Viet -
namese plans to 11 t2.ke o~mr" C.:uribodia ilS so~D a s vic~ory _ com~s in South 
'/ietnam :-md ha s given first-hand account~ thu two lnstltutlons near 
H.1.noi where tr1.ining for 11w.1.rs of National Liber ;1 ti0n" is being given 
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Seberal times, Chuyen was recalled to the Liberation Front
headquarters for new orders or for consultations. On one occasion
he attended a meeting addressed by General Nguyen Chi Thanh, who had
come from Hanoi to take command of the Liberation Forces. General
Thanh said that the president of the Liberation Front, Mr Nguyen
Huu Tho, should "just go to sleep" and should not do anything until
the communist party gave him the orders. Chuyen was thus convinced
that North Vietnam completely controlled the Liberation Front.

His last assignment was as deputy commander and chief of ope-
rations for Fifth Division, about 40 miles from Phan Thiet. Then he
received orders to go back to Tay Ninh prior to a new assignment as
commander of a división. But by this time he had decided to sevel his

NLF The question was how to defect, sincewith theconnection
was accompanied by a bodyguard. On his way back to Tay Ninh onhe

foot, he became ill and persuaded his companions to proceed without
him while he stayed at the village of Suoi Kiet to recover.

At Suoi Kiet he was cared for by the local Viet Cong authori-
ties. He was nursed back to health by a Miss Hiep. During his stay
at Suoi Kiet, lasting several weeks, the village was bombed and all
the villagers took refuge in the jungle. Several times, VC cadres
came to him and urged him to go back to a "secure" Viet Cong area.

They were obviously worried because he was close to government-held
territory. He refused.

After several weeks Chuyen and Miss Hiep planned to escape.
Miss Hiep had a brother in Phan Thiet. She received permission to

go there to purchase medical supplies to treat Chuyen, but instead
she prepared the way for his escape. After she left, Chuyen succeeded
in escaping from the village, and although he was still ill with a

high fever he walked all night until he reached another village where
a bicycle was waiting for him. Then he cycled to Phan Thiet. On his

way, he was stopped by government troops, but when he showed them a
safe-conduct pass which had been dropped by air, they let him proceed.

At Phan Thiet he succeeded in finding the house of Miss Hiep's
brother, and quickly he went to the local authorities where he ex-

plained his identity and was well received by officials. This was
on August 2, 1966.

Chuyen has given valuable information about the ultimate plans
and intentions of Hanoi and the National Liberation Front based on

his twenty-one years in the Lao Dong Party and has added intresting
and important details about post events. He has told of North Viet-

namese plans to "take over" Cambodia as soon as victory comes in South
Vietnam and has given first-hand accounts the two institutions near

Hanoi where training for "wars of National Liberation" is being given
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to high r anking c n.dre from ma ny Asirm , South Americ :m A.nd African 
J\In.tions. 

On Harch 9, 1967 the Govt-.: rnment of Vietnn.m Appointed Chuyen 

Hn.nn.ger o.f the ,Jn.tional Chieu Hoi Center in Saigon. 

-4-

to high ranking cadre from many Asian, South American and African
Nations.

On March 9, 1967 the Government of Vietnam Appointed Chuyen

Manager of the National Chieu Hoi Center in Saigon.
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