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PREFACE

It-l A
CRET RIS D D

i iﬁié‘éfﬁ&§ris the'feSulo of éﬁé’éeééﬁé éoobegggive?village-re-
v“éeéécﬁ'é££8;£°by ateff;menoers of tne Nationel?Inégituteﬂof Adninis-
tration and the Michiéan"Steée.University.Advisory”dfoﬁgfinTVietfnam.
The first such study, published in two parts, was earricd out in the
"Mekong Delta region of southern Viet Nam.l fhe preoenﬁ volumé is con-
cerned with the eooiel,leconomic; and adninistrative'ehénaofefiainS
of ' central Vietnamese lowland fishing village.
" These village sbudles were concelved s a part of the provirelal-
_loeel administration series initiated by Joint ﬁati&hﬁi Institute of
Adninigifation-Michigan State University Group feame. Iﬁﬁéddftion to
the village level research, studles were concurrentlv conduoted at |

' the district and province levels, not only to afford an overall Vview

[
Bt e ne A '( EA

' of provincial administration, but also to allow members of the various
”T;;emo to follow through from one level to another the ramirieations
‘of data collected. For example, in Cfm An village e dam was constructed
'vhionhtﬂe villagers consldered detrimental to thelr intereSféI' Although
“interviews were held with a number of village officials and ordinary

fishermen, we were unable to discover the rationale behind the decision

s l.-.,.,.-..

to build this dam. That evening when the teams from"the three levels
'det'fd“éigdﬁés'éhe day's activities, the matter of the dam was called
"o the dttention of the other groups. On the following day interviews
in the district and province headquarters led to eAEatiofacfory ex-

plenation of why the projéct was unidertaken. A number of such problens

o



I‘v@“

‘ were resolved, or in part éxplained, because of easy access to the
various levels of administration.

The advantage of this "holistic" approach to provincial adminis—
tration also operated in the reverse directlon and permitted us to
better undérstand district and provincisl matters because of informa—
tion éathered_in‘the village. The chief of D1§n Ban district, for
instance, called a meetling of elders from'the villages of the district
to discuss prdblems of 1§cal govefnmentz; information was'gathered in
C%m An on the process of selection of elders to attend this meeting.
Thus,rthe monographé'of the provincial-local admiqlstration geries
should be regarded as separate enterprises which combine to contribute
to a clearer compfehension of the total metrix of local adminlstration
in Viet Nam. - |

Another, an equally important, opjgctiﬁe o£1th15 monpg:?ph.sérles
1s to make avallable for classroom use upeyqqutg,;9mp1riogl_observa§
tions of practice and problems }h prbving;al_gndJ;oﬁg;jgém}pigﬁg&tion.
Each monograph 1s published in both Engliéh_and'féqtnaméqe Qﬁd,mgﬁe
‘available to the students of the NiA and the Universipg_ofLSé;geﬁ,_
'The research experlences of the NIA and M3UG fagu}tyﬁqempgggvaggnin-

corporated into their lectures, bringing to the1:_gtuggntazgﬁggﬁﬁqr.

understanding of actual administrative prpqggges,awﬁhgﬁeﬁtgﬁuggpggnaph
series plays the dual role of ﬁrov;dingg:eadyngg in the Vigtnamess.

langusage and 111ustrat1ve,;concpete:caggthql%upggg%igﬂﬁd¥H§§£gpt;pn

of adminlstrative theory.‘ _

It 1s hoped that the results of th_paq pjﬂ.;@j,g.p W%&%&{Q&W

value to the Vietnamese government and the Personmel of the vapious

T



American agenciles in-Viet Nam, as well as to scholars and. other indi-
- viduals interested in learning more about the Vietramese and their

+ problems. S

- RS S R

II

' Prior “to the actual £1e1d’ ‘trip to cﬁm An, Quang Nam province,
W ovAmOScen st or
members of the NIA-MSUG staff met with provincial officials to pian
R e Vit P e

o the research; Together we considered the security problem, chOSe the

mdist”ict and village to be studied gnd arranged for living quarters

and security while in the fileld.

) Back in Saigon a general research design for the village study

oot tar b
wes outlined ‘and team members were assigned to various proJect ‘arcas
. o fr

according to their competence and interest. During the two weeks in

the village, continual oommunication, oross~referenoing, and feedback

among the members of the research group constantly guided and, when

necessary, reoriented the course of the interviews and observations.

Thus, although each individual temn member was responsible for
g glven body of data, the research was a unified effort aimed at

.discovering' overail patterns oF 11fe” in Gam An village. At the ocon-

S Jﬁ r ep }’r,

) pletion of the field work each team member submitted a working paper

Pl

enoompassing his rield notes. These were then distributed to ‘the
wrest.of”the members for disoussion, criticism, and modification.
The preparation or this volume was undertaken by Dr. Joh# D.
a&B@noghue with the assistance of Mr. Ngu#%n Van Thuan. &he research |

'QEspdnsibilities were divided as follows-'“iyi : _ L;'&t]'”y”f”
| e e Rl il Y

- 111',



Professor Truong‘Ngoc,Giau of the NIA spent one week wlth the
village chief observing his work patterns.and the types of problems
he handled, and recording his dally actlvities. Much of the informa-
tion throughout the volume on administrative activities 1s a result
of these observatlons.

: Mr, Nguyen Duy xuan, an economist with the NIA, undertook the
.arduous‘task of collecting information relative_to the econOmic act-
ivities of the Cam An“people. This included detailed_information on
a variety of subjects‘such'as_fishing techniques, marketing behavior,
and many others. | | |

Mr. Tran Quang Thuan, NIA anthropologist orobed into suoh as-
pects of the social structure as kinship and clan organization..
Much data on behavior, as related to the family structure, were also
_collected. | |

Miss Vo Hong Phuc, a sociologist wilth the Michigan State Univers-
ity_Group and Lecturer at the Uniuersity of Salgon, was primarily

~interested in the areas of religion, bellefs, and dttitudes.

. Dr. John D. Donoghue, anthropologist, and Mr. Nguyen Van Thuan,'
research associate, both with the Michigan State Uhiversity Advisory

Group, did their researoh on village administrative structure. This

s J‘Eg

included the organization of the village, hamlets, and fishermen‘s

HET TN BRI A, T8 S FETT

associations.

s . . ; e
Sl TR TR RRTAEs SRR
e e SDERT L i ¥

The information on. the polioe and security situation wes col-
Yo gt uv, st .u F T S G AN iy Aﬁr,C!’YO L

lected by Mr, Paul Shields, police administration advisog of the-
ol eray uotﬂ[’ Feroaen

Michigan State University Advisory Group.

iv



"Although the data were collected by the team, and this work must
stand upon that data, any errors of interpretation and judgement are
the.responsibility of the author. We are grateful to Myrna Pike for

her editorial assistance, and, of course to the people of cAm An vil-

lage who s0 éenerously’contributed their time and hospitality.
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A number of studies have recently appeared on village life in
S op ar b b

“ farming districts in ‘the southern part of the ﬁepublic of Viet Nam,

However, there-have been few works which have been concerned with

To cobdagtoay ST
central Viet Nam, and no recent systematic descriptions of fishing

villages anywhere in the countryo- This study is“an'attampt to recti—
fy both deficiancies, The lush Mekong River delta of the south and
the overpopulated, sandy, sterile, lowland coastal strip of the cen-

‘ter diffen signifioantly 1n history, geography, ‘and culture ' These
ot
differences are reflected in village organization, economic activity,
| social Structupe and the nature of the security problem. coo

PRE gt

The purpose of this study is to provide information on certain

.H“IHOV

key institutions ine central Vietnamese village similar to that al-

- ready available “on southern villages 80 88 to readily facilitate com-
'parison between the two areas.jwr | o
The southern delta provinces of fiet?Nam‘are:newlpzsettledﬁfron-
‘fiéf”iéhds’wﬂéiéas'the’ééhtfai lowlands, core\of‘the anéiéﬁt Champa
cibiliﬁétidﬁ;'ﬁﬁté"bééﬁ‘fﬁﬁ;biﬁéd’by ﬁietnameseAforkmore thanJTOO
.years'ﬂ“ffff I TRPNEINE I T :-‘-;v;?»s RERTE
' MA%'historical factor 1s an importaiit varisble for the under-
standing’ of the diffdPences between the two aréas. - The plains of the
central lowlands ‘supported a dense population-and intensive’dgiicul-
' ture for centirles; the delta area id'still’underpopulated'and“agrim

- 'gu¥tirally underdeveloped. The  sedentary populetion of the center



“1live In tightly agglomeragedZSettleménts, while the farmers of the.
south 1llve in non-contiguous 1solated farmsteads.

During the migrations to the south, traditional clan organiza-
tion, lineages, and kinship tiles wefe by necessity'altéred and dis-
organized. These structures continue to operate in central_Vigt Nam,
and,.togefher with thé highly developed territorial organization of
the villﬁge (léggi, hemlet (thén), and sub-hamlet (gég), form the
'baéic soclal unlts of the people\bf the central lowlands. 1In the -
goufh, although ancestor worship‘and various forms of an;mism per-
sist,.a dégree of seculariém has developed in bellef and ceremony;
possibly resulting from the de-emphasis of clén and lineaée_relation-
ships and the breakdown of territorial ties through emigration_and
mobility. The religious life of the Center 1s more activeithan fhﬁt of
the south, with numef¢us village, hamlet, clan and lineage cergmpnies.-
The long, close relationships that have developed‘arﬁund the“fgmily
and nelghborhood group have apparently been conducive to tha“ﬁéinten—
ance of these religlous activities, | |

In the delta region, there 1s & relative absence of .vo’_lunt,lairy ’
spontaneous, territorial or occupational associations; Tn;?;ﬁggﬂbe

8 result of goverument measures to counter Viet Cong terrorism, or

- A ST

1t 1s possible_that such groups never exlsted in the.a#@ggygt46i96.5
In the Center, local associationsrbésed upon occupr;ogjgggbgéggitory
~ form an intricate part of the organization of uneﬁygggg@pg?gggwh@anv.
instances these assoclations exist paréllel,po?_ppmggwﬂydm@§e@§@marv

to, formal administrative structures presgg;pggJ@qé§§§ @gg&§gmg@p. |



Securlty conditioné_at the time of the studies 1in the southern
and central regions differed markedly: the delta provinces were under
threat of the Vi€t COng; the lowlands were relatlvely free of terror-
~1sm, although propaganda campalgns were'beginning, This fact may ac-
count, at least 1n paft, for the separateness of village life in the
south as opposed to the interreletedness of the various group activ-
ities, associations, and beliefs in the central lowlands.

The remaindgr of‘this monograph 1s devpted'to the investlgatlon
Sf a number of aspects of life In cém An village which we hope will

11lustrate or highlight some of the general observations above.
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CHAPTER I

" VILLAGE ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION

N - e oy
REET LT, S TS o T e

A. “The Setting o
C&m An is one of 30 villages in Dién Dan District. Located 435

1111’ \”

P Rilometers from the provincial caPitEl of HBi An (Faifoo), 1ts 6 166

oL

”inhabitants live in three agglomerated settlements on a 12 square

e fTometer nartow . sandy peninsula at the mouth of the Thu B3n Rivers
“ Another 325 persons 11ve on the Cham Island in the South China Sea,
16’kilonétér§vrrom'tne coist. The duelling unité'cn the main1and
dre oriented more toward the river than the ocean front(see Figure 1)

because “the coconut trees ‘and sand dunes afford a break from the sea-

B

sonal windso The soils of the peninsula are sandy and unsuited even

y

for the”cultivation or garden crops. A kind of pine tree (_gggg lieu)

is raised throughout the area as a source of wood for timber and pine

needles for fuel. wOmen and children assiduously rake and sweep the

“heedles into large piles lending the village a neat, clean appearance.
* 8ince there is no agriculture, fishing and allied trades, such

“as. net making and boat building, are the major sources of income in

LG (=

" the ‘maiiland hamlets: of c%m An. The 1sland hamlet of Tan Hiép 18

“located ‘on’ the largest of the three Cham 1slands Where there 1s some

syt Ao

wet—rice cultivation to supplement fishing.' Here the population is

W mep
L I T

doeentratéd along 'the ‘const facing “the mainland. on the northern

gy p of ‘the 1sThnd 15 a ﬁhinese enterprise subsidized by the Govern~'

Lo

ment, which produces salangane (bird¥s) nests, a vietnamese delicacy%w*

- Communication between the mainland and the island hamlet is infrequent

. . o e
Doyt ‘ o B TR =0



and séorédic. The one avaiiéble motor beat in the village makes the
trip in 1 1/2 hours; by 5911boat 1t takes more than three hours. When
weather conditions aré poor and the seas rough, passage 1s sometimes
halted for weeks. )

. The fishing cycle, as well &8s the round of ceremonial activitiles
in cm An, 1s related to the climatic conditions of the area. From
the firét to_the third lunsr month the weather 15 céol and pleasant,
and from the fourth to the sixth month it 1s hot and ¢lear with.célm
gseas. The\height of deep sea fishing actlvity 1s reached during these
first six months. PFrom the seventh to the ninth lumar month the rainy
season begins and continues through the tenth to the twelfth month.
This 1s the season of rough seas and cool weather; fishermenls actlv-
ities are confined.to offshore f4shing and net and boat repalra.
Religious events and various social activities wark the beginning and
end of'these major climatic perlods. _

The village of C&u An is compoged of':qur hamle;s‘wh;ch were,
' until 1956, four administratively_seﬁaraté units‘(lggg onzvillage);
The largest of these uniés, or villages, are now the hamlets (Thén) of
An BAn (I) and T@n Thénh (1I). PhuSc Trpch (III), n0w_theymostﬁpopu-
lous hamlet, had only 10 households in 1953. In that year, the,¥rench
built a garrison there and peoﬁle migraped_to_PhuéplTnaqh;pqﬂégﬁg'pro-‘
tection ahd to exploit the rich fishing grounds. The ég;&gqﬂggm%et of
‘Tén H16p (IV) with its small population was.pre§1pﬁg1¥;gwugm&pgﬁﬁith

t

1ts own administrative body. S tofer g

The village councll, during the early FrﬁninPﬁFi&ﬁwmﬂEﬂmﬁﬁted

of an elected village chief (1f Tru%ng), who apparently Waafthe'ﬁnlﬁ






.k

village officlal responaible to district and ppsv;ncial mandarins.
The.chagf'waslassisted_b&'a Egﬁm EEQEEE féﬂi;fmﬁfléhéféﬁb“of extended
familiésj‘and five councillors: a record keeper (hddgg b8), a police
couﬁcil;pr‘fhddgg ki&m), a welfare agent (hudng muc), an information
councillor.(gggggigigg), and & treasurer (hudng b%n).‘lThese members

were selected by the councll of notables {h61 d6ng had muc) and the

.positiqns were mostly_qeremonial and honorary. The counctl of not-
ables, composed of learned village elders, included such ranks as
ggg cyu, or a mandarin of'the royal court, and the dai had mue, the

~ great village notable, Primary administrative functions were car-

ried out by the village chief and the heads of the hamlets or xém.

Thé xém was the smellest administrative sub-division o;;thg:
village. It was a territorial grouping with a chief, usually an
elder, and his assistant whose main functlon was to disseminate in-
fofmation thfoughodt the xém. Instructions, orders, and information
were relayed from the province and distrilct officiais through the
village chief to the x0m chief and his messenger. Each x8m had its
own shrine or pagoda where the founders of the Eégfortvil;agn |
were venerated. In addition to_the two annual Eég;wide ceremonles,
riﬁuals als¢ were held at the shrines by the various clans of the
Eéﬁ;". - e o }

In 1946, under the Viet Minh, the villages were Integrated into
5 Maaba

- the Seventh National.Zone (Khu Bfy), but their bounderies remained

' . the same. Each village was administered by d-committee composed of

a President, vice president, and secretary, all of whom were popu-
larly elected by male and female villagers, 18 years or older, hold-

ing identlty cards.




B, Viliage Organization

The present organization of C&m An village 1s a result of the
amalgamation of the four former villages and the proclamation of Law
57-4 wﬁich prescribes the official structure of village administratioh
throughout Viet Nam., ‘Although the internmal organization of the four
théns 1s somewhat different and their histories very, they do form, as
the village of cém An, a natural geographlc and economie unit,

The settlements on fhe mainland are contiguous and sef apart from
the adjacent rice-producing village of cln Chéu by the Th& B&n Rlver.
Fishing and allied crafts are the maln oocupation and there 1s little
- financlal or economic dlsparity among the Egggg.‘ The fishing cycle
and the religious practlices of the fishermen create a temporal hermony
within the village which differentistes 1t from the nearby farming
villages or market centers., Thus, although a‘“C&m An feeling" or vil-
~lage ldentity does not exiﬁt amongst the pedple, a basls for concensus

and cooperation 1s present.,

' 391ow are ﬁhe names of the hamlets and the population of each

acoording to sex=6

Flgure 12

S Village Population Figﬁres'

District of Dién Bén - . Village of @dm An
{quén) ' o (xa) T
| ' Total population: 6,491 ‘ |

Male voters: 1,511
Femsle voters: 1,820



ThOw ocrdand i DD T I - I IV

An-Bén . . Tén-Thdnh . - Phu@c-Trach .  Tén-Hiép
‘ (Cu lao Cham)

- PG

Population Co1,82 1,39 2,94 325
Male voters | -.457 - 259 | h 704 91

Female voters 518 1) 3ok . 1101

| After the enactment‘of Iaw 57~A, the elected councilmen were re-~
placed by officials, appointed by the district chief, who are directly
responsible for village administration. The village council consists
of a village chief (dai dién), a police councillor, finance officer,
administrative councillor, and a clvil status councillor, who is also
responsible for information and youth. The village chief receives an
aliowance of VN$ 1,700 per month, the others VN$ 1,500 ’ ?h addition,
the village employs the services of a health commissioner (VN$ 400
per month) and a messenger (VN$ 600) who do not enJoy councillor
‘U:status. |

r.,l.

In principle, an advisorv council (dan-quﬁn chinh) exists, whose

maJor function 1s to solve new problems which arise in the village
S oavhd s
as a result of policies and programs initiated from higher echelons

of administration. For example, if e community development program
were to be started in the village by order of the district or province
chief, this council would meet to discuss the problem and help dissem-
inate information throughout the village, By provincial order, ‘the

L stasr s
council consists of' (1) civil representatives, such as members of

.,,

the National Revolutionary Movement, hamlet officials, and inter-

:-.Ili“f‘ R T el



family group chiefs (lien gie=trd%ng); (2) administrative represent-
atives, including members of the village council, and (3) a mili-
.tary:representative 8t1ll to be selected. Apparently, the advisory
council was created in order to stimulate greater popular participa-
tion 1in locel affairs. However, it has never yet met, and 1t exists
in name only.

To check on the handling of financial affairs by the_yillege
council, a budget control committee(Ben Ki%m Tra Ngin Sﬁch)g_com-
posed of representatives of notables,_youth, and the Netionel”hevo-
lutionery Movement, meets occasionally to audit the books on income
and expendituresc In contrast %o the advisory council, no members_
of the village council 81t on the budget committee.

A number of new, semi official organizations have recently been

introduced inte Cam An: ‘the National Revolutionary Movement the

Republican Youth' a farmers! essociation (Hiép H@l Nﬁng Dﬁn }; end a
mutual assistance association (HSi Ho Trd) None of these organiza~

tions is very activeo For example, when first asked about the farm-

f*‘,

er's associetion, the villege chief uteted it did not exist.. Iater,

p St
he recelved correspondence from the district relative to the esso-
clation and admitted that, in fact, the village hag been instructed
.some time ago to organize such a group. | _ ;'
Heeding each of the four hamlets (thﬁn) of Gem‘An is e_ma? ap-
pointed by the district chief upon recommendetion of the villege

" ‘:"""\l” v ¥ et

chief. The ma Jor function of a thSn chief is the‘disscm;_“tton of

ftthe hamlet.
Al u,t# gl Al

information from the villege office to the fisherme
#
He 18 responsible for the official edministretion of the v gg. the

10
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organization of meetings of various kinds, security in the hamlet,
“”"“—and the appointment of the“headslof inter- family groups ( ien gia)
Each . chief receives an allowance of from VN$ 600 to VN$ 800 per month
from the village budget, depending upon the size of the hamlet._

In contrast to the traditional Vietnamese pattern, the thGn

”{“Lchiefs of G&m an ‘are not respected elders or notables; but arti°U1ate

o young fishermen. Experience and family status are not necessary pre-

s Ty
" X
u

requisites in their selection since their major duties consist in

Parer "T ;-—\‘- .

' carrving out predetermined administrative orders, Where matters of
Judgemeht ‘are concerned, suoh as in the selection of the inter family

heads, the young thGn chiefs often seek the advice of elders, notables,

or heads.of the fishermenls guilds (van). "
It was reported that the thdn chief calls a meeting every Sat-

urday at 7 p m. in order to 1zsue information, news, and propaganda.
B ‘j' ?,I )

These meetings are attended by at least one member of each family in

the th6n°' However, informants indicated that the timing of the meet-

Foeeee et
.....

ings was irregular and sometimes they were not held at a11 On other

e ok R, e

E
B

occasions thé thGh chief might hold meetings to discuss local prob-
lems that arise.'. |

o The hamlets are subdivided into en gia or inter family groups. - -
In C%m An, .88 in other villages in Quang Nam, the size of the lien

glg varies from 12 to 40 households. During the Viet Minh period the

syt ol s
inter—family groups were c0mposed of only five households, but since

1958 the ien gia composition has been altered to coincide with the

former xom organization. Thus, the xom, or sub-hamlet, with 1ts

shrine and related religious activities is identical with the lien

11



gla and, consequently, eacﬁ.lién gla now has an Informally recognized
group of elders and ceremonial leaders besides the appointed 1i8n gla
| chief,}dgputy chief, Information officer, and securlty agent.

Some lnteresting Implications arose with the superimposing of the

1ien gia upon an already. exlsting soclo-religlous infrastructure. In

some of the southern regions of Viet Nam, including Saigon, the 1ién
glg has yet to become a meaningful local organizatlon. Although the
primafy functions of the lién gla ére to dissemlnate news and infor-
mation and provide security, these activities are often carried out
through Informal channels. The organization_of tpe-lién gla 1n these
areas 1s consldered artificlal and sometimes 1lloglcally imposed with
regard to natural social groupings. In Cam An this 1s not the case,
since the lign gla conforms to an already functiloning social unit.

The terms 11en gla and Eéﬂ are both used, but in different con-
texts. When deallng with issues and problems of an officiai'nature,
such as the organlzation of work groups for community development
projects or the recelving of information and propaganda from the vil-
lage office, the group 1s referred to as the 11én gle and the acf-
ivities are Qrgan1zed through lién gia officlals.. However, when
concerned with the mundane problems of everyday life, such as minor
dlaputes or flmanclal or personal advice, the group 1s called by the
Eéﬂ name and the Eéﬂ chlef, Eég elders, or the head of the-zggg fish-
ermen's organization (van) function as unofficlal advisors. On oc-
casion,_hdwever, the_séparatenesé of functlons 1s blurred and, 1t was

noted; for example, that sometimes the village chlef 1lssueg memos to

g dal di€n xom or "xom representative” rather than to the chief of the

12



.1ien gla as would be exi}e_@ted;'&fa_,-:_,?-",f"~ o ERITY
- The fishermen of CAm An condelve of the géglas'%héir basic ter-
ritorial.(asiopposed. to kinship) organization, and xom ldentification
1s strong. It 1s within this unit:that most daily face-to-face rela-
tions oeceur. .
| ?Eachsgég has a name and a -glven number of households. For ex-
amples; Thon I; or. An Ban, has six Eéﬂ) the 1afgeét consisting of
~.130 households ‘and each of the others of from 30 to 50 families.
Each‘gégjis a. t1ghtly agglomerated group of houses adjacent to an-
other‘gég,;all-within-a few minutes walking distance from éach other.
The close physical proximity of tﬁese units.within the hamlet con-
trasts with.the_relatively great social distance. For example, beople
-would often remark, "I don!'t know how they do it over in that';ég, but
here¢ 1n An-Hol (a ﬁég riame } we do 1t this way." 'Splidarity is further
relnforced by the gégrreligious rituals Which"still-éré”celebﬁated dur-
ing the fMrst and eighth luhar months. S
. The’importance of the,gég varies from one hamlet to another. In‘
An Ban {Thon I), Tén Thdnh (Thon II}, and.the 1sland hemlet of Tén Hi8p
(ThBn IV, which“have'had.rglgtiygly_stablé_populations for the past
- reentury, .the_'wg_c_z_)ln_ ma-i-n'éains' 1ts social and-ireligié-us- significanoe. tn
;:@bdéoa’rrgoh,;:ho?:emer_,-wmioh 48 Pesently Béttle_d, the xom h&s no his-
- tordoal -depth and-1s'muoh;1§ssaimportanf than' the fiéherméhiéfassocia-

.. tion as theé center of soélal, economic, and religious activity.

.13



€. law Enforcement and Se&urity Agencles

The polilce cduncillor on the village council is responsible for
law enforcement and security in the village. . He holds all police
powers and judicial authority. He has the right to make an arrest,
keep & minor offender in custody for two hours, and impose fines not
exceeéing VN$ 30 (or one day'!s work on behalf of the community 1in case’
of insolvency}. He administers justice in minor civil disputes.

He serves all court warrants ﬁnd subpoenas as well as government
orders regarding the draft or the yearly trainingﬁpériod whiéh ex~
gervicemen must underge. In these cases, the pol;oe councillor merely
makes coples of the paper in question, sends the counc}l's only mes~-
senger out to summon the concerned party to the communal house, and,
vwhen the person arrives, has himlsign the notifliocatlon, He 1ssues
authorizations for villagers to travel outsidé the province (sus-
pected subversives ere barred from that privilege) and rice trading
licenses when rice 4is rationed. He makes monthly reports to the dis-
trict chief on the number of villagers who have joined the Viet Cong

‘8ince the Geneva Agreement. (The figure 1s 55 énd has remained ur -
changea gince 1955). He 1is responaible.for the surveillance of the
ofu ldu or "offenders under investigation," fhese people, 51 in all,

-are suspected of belng Viet cdng sympathizers, seither because¢ Some
relatives have joined the Viet Cong or because they were denounced as
sugpects.by othef Cam An 1nhab1ténts during publio meetingﬁ'in-1955.

The police councillor is assisted by the four hamlet self-defense
chiefs. Each chief has under his command six platocns or 18 squads

of 12 men each. Every ablebodled male between the ages of 18 and 25
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18 a memher of the self-defense group (Nnfin Dén Ty V& Doan). " At the

time of the_research,,864_men were active 1in 1it.
In each hamlet the night watch 1s rotétéd”among the six platoons.
They wep,fhe three designated watch posts and, twice during the night,

patrol within the hamlet boundariles. -'The pollce chlef held one“train-

.Ang.course on and off for four weeks which consisted of close order

' drill, ambugh_techniques,~patrol and search, -watch and guérd;‘ahd de-

. ngyment and,diqusition-in-case of emefgency. Each man has the fol-

akn

lowing standard armament:

. 1. One wooden stick, lm. ,"Ocmn long.
2. One 5 meter rope.
5+ One kerosene torch. o
L, One togsin, a plece of hollow bamboo used for beating out
.. .JME8SBZeB.. . -
- 5. bne bag containing 25 pebbles or brick. splinters used as.
hapd~thnown projectiles.

.-

The basic functions of the People's Self Defensé Group aré to
insure security.and maintain peace and order in the four hamlets{
Questioned as to thelr effectiveness in case ‘of Viet Cong activity,

the police chlef gald that elsewhere,.in Quang Nam provincé, $uch units

‘have been known_to have kept armed. Viet Cong‘agehts at‘bay;ﬁBHéving

no other weapons they surrounded the Viet Cong and threw rocks’ at them.

Tne police chief claimed that sinoe he ‘tock office in July, 1960,

he had had no. trouble with the Viet Cong; gambling, land disputes,

lprqstitut;on,‘or_fightﬁng,,jHowever; he ‘d1d become Itvoivéd 1n twd

cases, one sulcide and one theft,'descriptionsnor?which'are'repeafeﬁ

ey
H

here because of their cultural interest. "

The sulcide ogeurred about two;months prior to our interview,”’

One night, 8t about 11¢30 p.m., the:police councillor wes not1f1bd

15




thaf g.woman from the fishefman!s hamlet had drowned herself 1n the
river. Around mldnight, he arrlved on the scene. The victim‘s body-
alreadylhad been recovered and brought to her house. After ascertain-
ing that the woman was demd, the police chief made a certified state- .
ment'of the case and then proceeded to questlon wltnesses, He-finished
his rebort at 2 a.m. and sent it at once to the district chlef with a
duplicate copy 4o the gendarmerie outpost at Pién Ban.

At 9 a.m. the next mbrning, oﬁe gendﬁrme came to Cam An . to make
1nqu1r1es. Hls findlngs appeared to confirm the prelimlnary report
made by the police cduncillor, The yictim, a newly-married girl, had
Jumped Into the water to drown herself, Alerted geighbors were unable
to rescue her because of darkness. It was rumored that the glrl had
been unhappy since her marriage_and that she had éuffered from mls-
treatment by her mother-in-law. With the gendermels agreement,'the
village councillissued g burial permit énd the'gendarme left.

However, the viptim?s famlly refused to bupy her,'complaiﬁihg that
Justlce had not been done. When at the end of two more days‘the‘body
was st1ll in the house, the pdlice counclllor had no cholce but to not-
1ty the‘gendarmerie again, This time the gendarmes qame“bgek with an
ambplénce_and g2 man in a_white_smook‘who villggera thought £o be a
medical doctor. This man sald that since the victim!s perénts ques-
tioned_her death, he was obliged to perform &n*autobsy ﬁi@ﬁt iﬁffﬁéir

.home, The pareﬁts were dlstrubed by this 1nformationf§b they withdrew
their complaints and buried their daughteris body thﬁt.&é&;-ESOMinme |
later, the' victim!s husband and pare_ntéwip_-law were: mportedly summoned

to the Hol An tribunal by an examining judge‘bﬁtswere-éiloﬁédiﬁo'gd

\
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free artep'giving'testipony, This was the extent of thezgolice'coun-
cillor's knowledge of the oase.
... .'The other case dealt with a theft of jewelry just before Tet. A
-viliager found one day that a pair of earrings he kept An a locked
sultcase had disappeared. He suspected a neighbor woman of having
| stolen them but d1d not file & complaint. He waited until one day the
}amuspected,woman:gtarted out on a'trip.to HOL An. fHe‘fnterGépted her
+. + at.the bus station,_ﬁearched her .and found the earrings. —The accom-
panying struggle attraoted a large crowd and both the agcused and ac-
cuser were-arrésted. The woman denied[stealing theféarrings,'claim-
- :ing she had bought: them in HG1 An. The compléinént couldinot prové
ownershlp of,ﬁhg‘jewelry., The police counctilor siﬁﬁly took state-
_ments. from the two and prepared a report in triplicate -- ohe for the
Quang Nam court, one for the district chlefls office and one for the
srgrgendarmerle. + The parties involved were, at the aamértime, piaced at
#s rthe disposal of the court. The police councillor did not foilow up

-on-the case and therefore did not know 4its finai dfsposition.

D. - Administrative Activities i -

-~ I8 section,is'compriggdaoftg a:br;ef‘hiogréphic-sketch of the
-villege cqunaillprsg ua.déadripﬁidn‘of'adminmStraﬁive aotivities ob~
served dpring-tpe.permodﬁQf 1nve§¢igation;-aﬂdiproblems which econfront
the vil;ageés apd'thgavillagegcoupc11; __

1l.. Biogréghies =
-8..; The Village Chief. The 56-year old village chlef, a former

R TR

elementary. schopl, tegpcher 4in G@m'An,xspent=four.years;in-jailldﬁring

i




the V1§t‘M1nh-period.“"The-;eason.he gave for his confinement was his
abilitj ﬁo speak Fren@h. He was appointed village chief in 1957, and
he attempted to resign in 1960. Instead of accepting the resignation,
the former dlstrict chief assigned him the additional responsiﬁility
of eontrolling boat traffic and fishing activities in the Gla Dai es-
tuary fbr securlty purposes. '

The village chief stated that he will attempt to rqsign again
after the new district chief becomes better acquainted with district
problems. He is eager to.rétire because of his ege and ill health.
Village officials had not‘réoeived-their allowancqs;for'fivé months
Preceding the field study, but the chief claimed he had been working
in his job to help his country rather than gain material advantages.
Thus{ the lack of remuneration for his efforts was not advanced as a
reason for his desire to resign. |

b. The Police Chief. The village councillor in charge of police

and security is e 31#yéar-old.ftaherman_with an elementary sehool ed-
ucation { three years). From 1951 to 1953, he ‘served in the Vietna-
mese army where he received-theldross of Valor. After his return to

cim An he served- 23 the head of a 118n gls and as chief of the village

self;defense corps-(D&h,V?).-‘Iﬁf1960; he was appointed village police .

chief. Like the village chlef, he has been supported by his family
recently because of lack of funds for monthly allowances.

c. The Finance Councillor. Several weeks prior to ‘the field

study & new finance councillor was appointed by the distbictfchief.
The former souwncillor was‘repofﬁedli_relieveq of hia duties becruse

~ of his involvement in misappropriating funds.. Arféﬁ;the'éiﬁtﬁibf'

18

b



chief ordered his remcval'ithe village counoil and elders met to choose'

3

: successor to the post.‘ They named the head of the village Natlonal

ReVolutionary Movement, but when the district chief found that this in-

TS v

dividual had been with the Viet Minh, he disapproved the appointment

and selected a villager who had no experience, deslre, or qualification

S TS

for the position. The council members and some of the vlllagers had
misgivings about the final appointment but the distriot chief clalmed

that loyalty was the ma,jor consideration.

o o

d. The Administrative Councillor. Before being appointed to

this post, the administrative councillor had worked in the village as
the police chief (1955) and secretary to the village council {1956).
He acquired his pressnt status in 1958 he 1s Nlryearsfold and has e
three-year elementary school education.: Besides keeping records and
vital statistics, the administrative councillor is charged with the
'training and propaganda functions of the National Revolutionary Move—
-‘ment. L | |
;e; ctivities o e %

The purpose of the.fo.llowing description s to indloats the. types |

of work performed and the ngnge of problems encountered by the village
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chief‘and hiafétcff; It wiil be noted that few cecisions are made
which are vital to the‘viliagc,as a whole. Rather, the primary func-
tions of the village-chief, at‘lcast during the period of cbservation,
tended to be routine fulfillment of directives from the district and
provincc, mailntenance of records and-lchd registers,.security, and the
control of the movement of boats and.villagergq

During the weeﬁ of observation, four declcrations of loss of iden-
tity cards were made accompaniéd bg‘récuests for new onea, Usually the
village ccuncilimade the épplicants walt saveral days before thelr cases
were reviewed.  Thils delibérate delay was imposed by the ﬁillage chief
to polnt up the serlousness of losing these important papers. New cards
finally were 1ssued, certified by the village chief. No charge or fine
was levied. |

Anqthcr frequent- request submitted to the council is for permis-
slon to.leave the village for such purposes as Joining a flishing group,
buylng salt from another village, and traveling to H@i An and other
distanc places for‘shopping and business. Indicatlons were that.this
Securlty measure was applied more vigorously during the time cf‘the
study because of the forthcoming prcsidential eiecticn; the district
chiéf wgntéd to discourage travel so that the villagers would be at
home to fulf1ll their dutles as voters. o

‘The period of study was a hectic week for the village councdl be-
cause 1t was charged with the completion of the village voter“.s iist.
At least sixty claims of errors and omissions were aubmitted to the

council. The district chief who did nct want to take the time to set

up ‘a speclal electicn committee, was nevertheleas ¢oncerned with
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accuracy and had issued instructions on .how to rapidly rdctlfy errors.
A number of. fishermep vigited the village offive-evelyf@hy to
¢ bonl ol

--check.the names in the fishermen‘s register; to have their log books
_inenect%ugccn to register-the_namee oftcrew,members. L

o The villageseohief and*%ﬁ%iﬁglfceggpuneillor were &lso requested

. tO_' iesue writter.i.Etwuthdiiizéz’giofmi’é;'-to-.,.h,o],gl_-__ the Spring. Celebpstion: (T4 Xufin) ,
the tan'slennual whale ceremony with classical theatrical performances,

and a xom ceremony in horiops6f {Brincess. Ngu Mnh which Amcludéd a per-

formance by th6n artists. In the. cases: of the: ceremoniesi,! the village

chief was concerned with security and the maintenance: or ordér.’ He
instructed the ven leeder ‘to talk. with a th6n ohief about taking Be-
curity measures for the whale ceremony. At the 1lnsistence of the van
leader, the village ohieﬁ_iinaiiy;iesued written instructidns to the
chief of Th6n III, where the ceremony wes:to be held. ‘When -the Del
di€n xém representative approeched the village chlef concernihg the

xom ceremony, he Was instructed to.request securlty meesires from his

,..‘

J

th6n chief before permission was granted, - - . s
F°11°"1n3 1s a list of other functlons.carried out by the village
chief during the veeks

- Issue of authorization 'rqupgteg pgla man from the Protestant
£ -d'l. %fiﬁﬁé ﬂsHj il HE o o iitg‘\y_'-.'_i
church, to show & f£ilm to vifiagers &

.\,,’_ _‘ STy g,ur

- Distribution of draft orders to’ young villagers through the hamlet

- conferring with a representative of the provincial- agraridn: eervice
L CTSuTTa L L AN

to ascertain the location of private lands, and e‘representative of

the cadastral service to check on some properties in the viilege.'



- Certification of records for per dilem submitted by cadastral agents.
- Consideration of a case related to Cém An public land used by beople
of a neighboring village for planting pilne trees. The village chlef
referred this affailr to a speclal commission at the province level. A
similarwcase occwrrzd in another village which resulted in a fight be -
tween village notables, some of whom recelived jall sentences from the
court.

~ Compllation of a list of all #1llage and district lnformatlon agents
in compliance with instructions from the General Directorate of Infor-
matlon in Salgon.

- Selection of a village counclllor to attend a training course on
electlon procedures.,

-~ Maintenance of the sea control reglster.

- Publication of the private land reglster and maps, and recelpt of own-
ership claims from the Private Land Survey Commissilon which was com-
posed of five or six village notables assigned to help the cadastral
service survey lands and draw maps.

- Meetings at the village level to dlscuss:

1. Training material {(td1 116u hoc tfp)

2. Military reserves

%, (Compilation of a list of first ald agents and midwives 1n
the village to attend an in-service tralning course.

4, Dissemination of information on electlon procedures through
theatrical performances.

- Meeting at provincial headquarters to study electlion procedures.
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- Below isia 1list ofithe main records and files képt“ﬁ%*%ﬁé admin-
suistrative tounciilor: L Dt
+ 1. Incoming wmaill Journal "
2. ‘Outgoing mail journal

3. Current affairs file

4. Conpleted work file -

L

. 5, Secret’ correspondence
6. 'Correapﬁndétce with higher authorities
7. Documents pertaihing to economic activities
8. Documentshpemt&lﬁihg&ta;thé?éieétibn 3
Eug, a:~9t;.m1scealannbusw&béumeﬁt§' |
“t+ 1,10.. Declaretions of identity card losses
11. Journal of correspondence golng out of the bbétinoefv
712, ‘'Reeord of immigrants cominglfrom‘otheriviliééés' “
.13, Récord of-emigrants |
14, iorpesperiférice with hamlets
15. Listsiof voters
16. ILists of fishérmen - . ald
17. Record of‘meetings {of tﬁe‘ﬁdbiqqu Coundti, ete.)
s Problems _! :

L -

a._ The v111age Budget. Most of the funds needed to defray vil-

pan )t
dlad

_lage expenaes are looally collected., Suroharges on ricefields, land
'taxes, licensing, revenues from public lands, and “contributiona by
village residents“ or head taxes constitute the major village resources

(see Appendix IV ). In Cam An, however, offlcials have had .difficulty

* "Head taxea“ are taxes for which an equal rate applies to all village
residents.
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in collecting these revenues thus creating a deficlt in income which
has forced the curtallment of allowances to members of the village
council, In 1960, for example, recelpts and expenditures were to have
totaled VN$ 277,783, but only reached VN$ 161,000 of which VN$ 70,000
were subventlons from the province and two other villages. The remain-
der of.the Income was expected to come from the local resldents. In
féct, these funds were not collected. In 1961, the subventions from
the province and other vlllages were not forthcoming and the village
chlef estimated falrly early in the year that the total 1lncome for
F.Y. 1961 would only amount to VN$ 55,000, roughly the amount collected
from surcharges on public properties and land taxes. Therefore, estil-
mated recelpts would total less than one-f1fth of the proJected vil-
lages expendltures.,

The’financlal problem of Cam An rests on the inability of the vil-
lage councll to collect contrlbutlions from villagers or, conversely,
the 1nability of fishermen to pay the ﬁead taxes. The "voluntary"
yearly contributions were set at VN 40 per adult in 1960 and raised
to VN$ 60 1n 1961, The head tax was increased to offset the decrease
in revénues from outslde subventlons.

The village chlef argued that the average flsherman had so little
money that he was unable to pay taxes;6 therefore, the chlefl attempted
to collect only from the more wealthy boat ownhers, a practlce whlch
may not lncense the people but whlech could not be expected to acqulre
the funds necessary for the management of vlllage affalrs.

Tax collection or "voluntary contributions” from villagers in

Viet Nam has long been a problem. In recent years taxes have been
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levied but since villagers do not traditionally pay them, they have

Lein

been largely ignored. In traditional Viet Nam, the wealthy carried
the financial burden and, generally, they also formed the council of

notables which governed village affairs. The notables received no al-

BRI xp,-\
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lowance, since they usually held their positions because of their in«

’I
"&r\?

dependent means, The responsibility of government was. not that of
the g0verned but of those who governed._ cam An illustrates the prob~
lem of creating a peasantry responsible for its own administration'
the village council is reluctanu to insist on tax payment for fear of

arousing negative sentiments, and the villagers feel no particular

concern for problems outslde those directly affecting themselves.
The government of the Republic of Viet Nam 1s now attempting to
assure the loyalty of the people, especially the villager. Collecting

taxes from peasants and the methods involved are issues that the Viet

ot

Cong stress in their propaganda tracts. Apparently, intensive attempts

at tax collection in rural areas at this time, especially with an un-
S
educated and unreceptive peasantry, would be ill conceived. In market

s i"r
B

P

towns 3 provincial centers B and semi urban commun}ties the ,Problem is
L. Ib .-7

not so acute because a maJor portion of local government funds accrue

from sources other than the head tax. It mightvie{advisable to lo-
cate other sources of revenue for the more remote and isolated vil«
lages, i.e., the maJority of Vietnamese communities. In Cﬁm An, for

: example, the village chief indicated that possibly the government would
allocate part of the estimated VN$ 435 000 per year revenue it Tre-

G 4‘ .

o ceives from the swallow nest industry on the Chém island, one of the

swEieugr o
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four haﬁlets of the village.' ﬁe also believed that subsidles from the
province or from more wealthy towns and villages might be utlllzed to
support village needs.

Ultimately the villagers must be educated to assume the respons-
ibilities of financlal contribution. However, glven ﬁﬁé“ééverepsébur,
1ty situation, 1t may be unwise at this time to press the issue. It
1s not that the villagers are disloyal or do not support the present
regime, but tradition and present circumstances dictate agalnst the in-
1ation of "voluntary contributions" or taxation from a subsistance
level populace that remains unaware of contemporary political problems
and flscal conslderations.

b. The C&m An Dam, The major community development project under-

taken by the government in fam An -- a2 dam built in 1959.across the
river-inlet or.estuary-which divides Cam An from the three adjacent
rice-producing villages (see map 2) -- 1s a continuing source of ir-
ritation_fo the villagers. For people in Thons I and II, the estuary,
once used to dock boats, has become virtuslly useless; flshing has been
-affected and even coconut production has declined because of the dam.
Furthermore, the amount of time Cém An people had to spend working on
constrﬁction of the dam, wlthout pay, still rankles them.

Before constructlon began, representatives from the four villages
bordering the estuary were summoned to the district office where pro-
vincial authorities outlined the projJect. The Cam An people did not
opposé the aam at the time because, they said, they couid not forsee

1ts negative effects. Representatives from the other villages belleved
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E ;hé dam would help deter the flow of salt water Into upriver areas,
n.thué providing more fresh waterlfor 1rrigation.
. ...t The first phase of the construetiof ves findheed by provincial
funds, but ultimately laborers from -séeven villages had to_be'fécruited
- to.work without pay in order to complete the projedt. In the first
... stage, which iasted:four months., the work wés'dodé’ﬁﬁiiaborerﬁeiired
....at VN$ 30-40 per-cubjc meter o:*moundéd'eartﬁ?‘ Affer that, unpdid
. labor wag. used and Oam An village dontributed tofe ‘than 20,000 man-
~ days to. the ~overall 60,000 required to-finish the dém: ~ATthough people
throughout the village complained about hdving’fd-ﬁﬁfﬁnéhiﬁﬁé“ﬁém, |
. elther claiming they ‘lost money from belng urable ‘o' Tikh or that they
- had to send- their: wives ‘or old-people to work; the major fobje"cti’ons
were raised by the residents of Théns I and II. Boat owners and build-
ers now have to 1ift their boats over the dam in order to-get them from
the estuary into the sea. This process requires-the assistance of many
men since there are no mechanical lifts. Thus, the flow of traffic on
the estuary has become negligible and boats must be berthed in the 1n-
let far from the hamlets. This is apparently the major aggravation
caused by the dam. .In-adq1tion, however, fishing in the area cut off
by the structure has declined because salt water fish no longer 1n;
hablt these weters. Thus, the area of operetions for ome form of off-
shore fishing (push-1ift net fishing, see Chapter II ) has been de -
éreased. ﬁillagers claim that many people depended upon this type df
fishing during the . offshore season and that their liviihood is being

threatened.
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- 'CégOput production has'éiso declined since the dam was bullg.
The coconut trees which line the banks of the inlet thrive on a mlx-
_turé of salt and fresh water. Since the dam separates the fresh from
the salt, the trees are gradually dying.

We learned frém Intervliews at prévincial headquarters that the
dam has miiitary slgnificance, The only roaq.from Hol An to the sea
crogses a narrow bridge whlch could easily be destroyed by an 1lnvad-
ing force. To avert this possibility, an alternate route to the sea

_.was construcped over the much less vulnerable dam. Distrlct and pro-

‘vincial authoritles also glaim that although the flshermen of Cam

An have been "inconvenlenced," wet-rice agriculture in the other three
villages has improved markedly because of lrrigatlon made posslble by

the dam.
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. CHAPTER - II

ECONOMIC ACTIVITY: FISHING AND PHE VAN oo ™ <

From 85 to 90 percent of the households of C%m An are engaged in
fishing, the remainder in related enterprises such as boat building,
net’ and-da1l making, and the operation of small supply shops and gro-
lcery stores. Villagers almost never seek employment outside, even
“ in-£hé neadiby ‘towhs of HO1 &n and Do Nﬁng, because, according to 1n-

' fordents, employment opportunities ususlly exist in fishing, the trade

* ‘they know best. Even when fishing 1s poor, or the weather bad, people

are reluctant to change occupations because of their traditional etv

-~

L

tachment to the sea as theé source of theirlxwelihood. Manw fisher-
‘men 11ve on houseboats and their wives gire‘birth'to children.end rear
“them on the boats. Youngsters who live on the land begin to Join in
the"fishing at ‘10 or 11 years of age. Fishing 1s centrel to‘existence
‘in CAm An and 1s consldered a way of life rather than an csoupation

or-an economie enterprise.

P

4

OccasiOnally elderly men or women retire from fishing.to open.
small stores selling cigarettes, coce cola, beer, and other items -
which-may net them VN 5 or 6 per day. 'But generally even tho:e who
" are thoioldte fish spend ‘thelr time repeiring nets and boats s dry-
ing fish henging the’ nets, and in other activities related to fishing.
Old wdmen endwchildren of both sexes also sweep end collect pine need-
%ﬁ&es whieh #%%e. _ugkd for fuel, and on the island'hamlet of Tﬁn-Hi@p (IV)

soneholSeholds are engaged in lumbering ‘and small scele wetﬁﬁtce eg-

riculture Howeuer, these activities only supplement fishing.
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The remainder of thls chapter 1s devoted to s description of the
classificatlion of fishermen, types of flshing and fishing boats, credit,

marketing, and the fisherman's assoclation, the van.

A. Classifilcation of Fishermen

Thé two most Important factérs related to occupationsl activity
and soclal status in c&m An are the_ownership of a boat and fishing
gqu;pmggt, anq‘the,acquislt;on of fishing skllls. In principle, taxes
are levled on the.basis of boat ownership and size, as are contribu-
tlons to the vgn (fishermen!s association} apd to religious festivals.
largerboat owners have more influence iIn van and hamlet affalrs than
do small boat owners or crewmen. In C3m An there 1s little social mo-
bility and the differences between socidneconomic status groups 1s small.
The pﬁrchase of a boat would, of course, ralse the stétug of an indi-
vidual, but since boats-are expenslve this Is not the usual route to
highér position in thé soclety. Rather, a crew member seeks to acquire
speciai skills 1nh fishling in the hope of becomlng an assistant‘skipper
onfé'iéfée deep sea flshing boaﬁ. Such a position raises his soeial

as we11 éé1h1§ economlc status. In rare lnstances his 1ncréased in-
come might aiiow-the purchase of a boat and further social~mobiiity-‘

' Fishermen in CBm An can be divided roughly into three broad cate-
_ gories: (l}jekperﬁ fishermen, (2) crew membefs, and (3) ordinary
fisherméﬁ._7Tﬂe first group 1s subdivided into 141 chénh, fiahefmen'
who own boats, and ldi phu, those who do not. The 141 chénh,raasisted
by e 181 phy, directs fishing operations aided by less experienced

"erew members” called ban (friends). The third category,;“ordinary
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fishermen,“ make a living hy offshore fishing with their own equipment.
This is not .89, inflexible stratificationsbecause experienced orev
_:nemberg may become, 141 phy, and "ordinary fishermen" are often re-

crulted as "crew members" for deep-sea operations. -

B Fiehinemetmds L

fnere aH8 “twd meJor types of fishing in Cam An waters determined
bv “the" seeson' deep -§ed end offshore

S Deépééee:Fisﬁfngf Deep sea net fishing (ngh€ khd 1) atarts on the

CPipgt day of the second luner month and continues until the end of the
f1fth lunsr month. During this season the seas are usually calm and
larger Boats may be out for as long as 15 days depending on’ tﬁe cateh.
Ong- informént ‘safd that the boats go beyond sight of lend, probably
more then 60 kilometers from CAm An. If the catch 1s good, the boat
returhs eably and then goes out again. |
'ﬁFA deép-sed. isking boat 1s equipped'with"three'Saiis:end se;ersl
‘getsiof nets. “It’has a siipper (161 chénh), his assistant (léi ghu)
“iand-a crew of four to six members (EQE).‘ The 141 ohdnh providesﬁfood
8rid GtHeR necessary haterinls sush &5 salt which 18 used in place of
refrigeration.: It 18" estimated that about one'ton 5f'§gt£ 13 used
for each long trip.l The 141 chénh”recruite_crew memhereufronAamong
thelgillegers, usue}%y seiecting;those who have worked with him before
end who heve experience and proven 8kill in deep sea fishing.

The maJor type of fish caught 1n deep sea operatiouns 1s the cé

N

[

chu6n or flying fish, but there are innumerable other species in Opm

[P

#
-...-u.--uuu-w-...»

An wsters such as cod (cé Ehu), tiger shark (c4 m@g), meckerel guae,

l?-{c") -
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(cd ngi), blue fin tuna (c4 éhéng), sardlne {cd be), and dolphin (cf
ggé).7 This 1s just a partial list; one informant sald that two days
would not be sufflclent time to list the varletles of fiéh that are
caught around Cém An,

After fishing grounds have been temporarily exhausted or after
a bogt 1s loaded wilth fish, which are imwediately packed 1n éalt, the
fishermen return to Gla Pal, a landing at the mouth of the Thi Bén
river where.the catch 1s 50ld to a middleman (roi). It 1s to the ad-
vantage of the roi if he can prolong the bargaining because the fish-
ermen are eager to sell their cateh and return to the sea. Prices for
cd chuén, the major catch, are relatively high; varying from a few
thousand to VN$ 100,000, This 1s much more than offshore fiéhermen
can earn with thelr dally landings.

The cost of food, salt, and other materisls necessary for the
fishing operation, origlinally supplied_by the 141 chdnh, are deducted
from the amount of the total sales. The remainder 1s divided in two,
the 141 chdnh recelving one half and crew wmembers the other half. 1In
prineiple, the assistant skipper (lél;éﬂﬁ) shares in the crew's half,

but he usually recelves extra money from the 141 chénh.

2. Qffshore Fishing, After June when the rains begin and the seas

are rough, the Cam An peoplé depend upon flsh caught near the shore
of the village. Fishing operatioqs of this type include long line
fishing, push-lift net fishing, nghé giﬁ {offshore net),.lﬁﬂi'guét

(sweeping net), lddl rung (vibrating), manh ngggg (lateral), and minh

com &mall-hole net). The Idng line operation is carried out by some
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“fishermen.the:year.round.w It congtsts of winain line-carrying a numw
ber~of,branohr11nes at regular intervals; weach with & balted hook.
Recently nylon line has beenyintroducedmtdfc%m Anito replace’ silk and
hemp, but since nylon line costs about. VN$=1000 per:'kilogram,: host of
the long line fishermen have not yet been able tolafford iti -Two-ton
wooden‘boatgnwith,sail and oars and a four to:sik-midw crew are re-

. quired for long line fishing. -The catch varies with the weather and

ﬁoften.the:cash returns do not»ewenlcover-the cost of thé balt {shrimp),

Villagera estimate that a long line .crew averages ‘about VN$ 50 ‘per day.

The nghé -gﬁ--a(offshore net) season begins in the fifth luriar month

. --&nd-125ts ‘until the end of the year. This 1s a dally operation going
.con from 4 a,m. wntil 7 p.m. All sizes of boats are used for 5i§?ahd
..theseateh includes a wide varlety of fish such ds ‘ed danh (flounder)

-and.gd 116t (pony ifish). S s S

L3l quét, the sweeplng net method, requlres a large'ndmherJof

small five -0ar boats operated by 30 or 40 crewmen.. Ne;s are,,swept“
L “'\ N .‘Ifs ES AR [P
through the waters near the beach to trap the meny types .of, pmall. off-
Do - guwn o pod spad ofT  Line To I
shore fish. Lubi guét operations occupy the months or November and
oo by ow Eope ST Jn
December of the lunar calendar. )
sepmrdes o o LR
The most fascinating method of fishing employed in c&m An 15 the
2yit owTel
push-1lift net (ro) type. Five or Bix boats, equipped with netsysup-

"“11',-‘}"['

ported by a frame and fixed to a lever, line up. along side each other

\»‘,r !_(\

i e T

e T IE VBN & O 4

with nets lowered in the water.u The men of the famlly operate .the

) ..-‘-), e

lever while the women man small "ohaser“ boats.  The “chaser“ ‘boats

|‘E_i\ o ¢

move into formation about 20 meters in front of the “net" ‘boats. At
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a given\signal the women, stéhéihg up, row toward the "net" boats and
stamp their wooden clogs on the floor boards of the "chasers.® The
loud stacceato nolse produced 1s supposed to chase the fish toward the
nets. When the "chasers" approach the "net" boats, the men jump on
the levefs, ralsing the nets. Although this 1s a well-coordinated, or-
ganlzed venture, 1t 1s not very productive, the average return for a
dayts work being about VN$ 40 per boat. Push-1lift net fishing takes
Place in the inland waters of thé Thu-Bon river estuafy and'has ﬁeen
hampered by the recent dam constructlon. Not only are the catches
smaller, but the area of cperation has been dlmlnished.

A number of other less lmportant types of offshore fishing methods
‘are utilized 1in C%m An, but these are generally varlatlong of those
described above and depend upon fhe slze of the net meshing. For ex-
ample, minh cdm, nets of a very fine mesh, are used to catch the tiny

cécmua

5. Flshlng Boats. Fishing bbats used 1n Cém An are all of wooden con-

struction and powered elther by sail or oar. .The best boats are made

of g&g; 8 hard wood whilch 1s water resistant and known for its dura-
bility. Boat bullders, of whom there are eleven in C%m An, éstimate
that 1t takes abodt 100 days of skilled labor to bulld a large three- ’
8ail boat. A three-~sall boat usuaily COsfs from VN$ 60,000 to VN$TO,000
but these were selling forlas little as VN$ 45,000 at the time of this
research because of a decrease 1n the price of timber. A.ﬁew boat needs
no major repairs for the first fbﬁr ﬁears; aftér fﬁat anﬁﬁél repéirs

are required. A boat can be used for about 15 years.
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' Only the three-sail -boats are used for deep séa fishing; the off-
shore boats have one .or two .salls and sometimes mergly oars.i: ¥ -
._Qf.the,369 boats registered in Qém An, only 5T:are of the deep

~.Sea type.

i

H Figure 2 3
H T e e J H
g T E T LT T pas and Numb@r‘of Boats by Hamlet9 :
.r.:: 34T 6 ‘ : R E
B e g o S v oA Deep. 1 5 0ffshore Boats ¢ :
kS Hanlet : Total : Sea :Long line: Net Mise. @
i : _: Boats .: Fishing “Fishing: -~ = ' -
:An Bang (I) ¢ 148 : 29 1 53 .ri MO i doub
't Tan Thanh (II) : 81 3 2 50 ¢ 9 1 19 :
t Phuoc Trach (ITI): 126 : .20 .z.- 60 .z o2l 25 - 3
+ Tdn Hiép (Tv} : : 1 8 5 :
1 Total s 369 .52 .: 16k ;78 5. :
C. System of Credlt and Problems.of Marketing . .- R

VOne_fothe ma Jor problems in developing natlona whose economles
are pased upon primary_1ndustq%es&such"as agricultureidnd fishing is
that of a system of credit for investmenf.in those Industries. Ina
w_sgpgistenqe economy:bgsed,ﬁpqn agriculture ;. .for.example; the of0ceeds
frpm‘tpe.Ppevious‘year‘s crop are . spent before the next plantlng sea-
éon. The farmer 1s hard pressed for seed-&nd. the means :ta-hire labor
to wgfkﬁthgﬁﬁields for the next crop. Furthermore, funds:are' not a-
igg}%gh}e for Innovations such .as fertilizer, -irrigation; weéd Willers,

or insecticldes, all necessany for modernization and ecoromic- - .-



developﬁent. The only means”deovercoming this eyclical obstacle to
livellhood, as well as development,-is-some form of credlt so that‘the
farmer cah borrow on the following year's crops. Credit 1s available
1n most of these socletles but the system 1s usuglly so usurious that
the fénmer contlnually moves further into debt. The same 1s true of
fishermen 1h a developing country and C%m.An 1s a case 1in polnt.

In CAm An only four or five 141 chdnh (boat owners) are solvent;
the remainder as weli as ordinary fishermen; are in debtw. - The credltors
in the villagé are the storekeepers who act as permanent and reédy sup-
pliers of all the fishermen's needs: rice, salt, ropes, hooks, lines,
oll, floats, and wine. The amountof debt varies among classes of fish-
ermen. A 141 chanh may owe as much as VN$ 30,000, which can include
money borrowed to pay a portion of the cost of construeting his boat or
ecredlt on provisions for a deep sea fishing excursion. Crew members ac-
cept loans of rice; drled fish, or oll whilch they leave wlth thelr fam-
111es before embarking'on a fishling trip. |

The storekeeperé, of course, collect interest on theirlloans.

This 1s done 1in two ways§ (1) 2 10 percent rate 18 charged for short
‘one to five-month 1oans, and (2) the price charged.for itemS[sold on
credit 1s higher than that charged in other areas or 1f bought for cash.
Por example, 100 kilograms of rice in Ho1 An may cost only VN$ 600,

but on credit in C&m An 1t mey be YN$ 650 or more.

The exact time for repayment of loans cannot be set because of
the varied nature of the fishing operations, but génerally a fisherman

13 expected to repay his debts whenever he is able. The respect'of
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this practice establishes his credlt rating and allows him to contraot
loans in the future. Although the amount each family owes may vary
from a few piasters to VN$ 30,000, debt is a universal phenomenon 1n

&
The fishermen of C&m An are well aware of a possible solution to

.'

their problem ~- easy credit through a fishery cooperative. A coop-

‘Cdm An. -

erative was formed in Julv, 1959,but fishermen complain, they have
received no benefits.: Each share in the cooperative was to cost

NS 100 and each member could aoquire up to five shares.’ 'Some fish-
ermen were\reluotant to Join but about 224 bought shares. Most of
them have not yet even; received receipt of payment, much less loans.
‘.;mhuse—the-cpoperative_in C&m An 18 not yet operative as a“credit in-

gtitutlon.

. The present head of the cooperative 1s a HpL An businessman who

‘was appointed by the distriot chief. According to Informsnts, he does
not visit the village and has 1ittle concern dr or awareness of the prob-
lems encountered by fishermen. They'believe he has swindledrthem of
theirvhard‘earned cash;wtheytfeel they have no.recourse for the in-
Justioe. The fishermen must continue to borrow from the storeheepers
_A_and they remain in debt. |

| The failure of the fishing cooperatlve 1s disappointing to many
mvillagers, not only because of the organizationls inability to make

_'low interest loans available, but also because it has not functioned

88 8 marheting institution, The cooperative W35=°r181331;¥~Q93ﬁ91V@d
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‘ag a multi-service organizatidn with the purpose of improving the 11v-
1ng conditions of f1gshermen through' credlt and marketing. Present mar-
Keting conditions, while advantageous to thé middleman {rol), impede
‘the development of efficlent fishing practices, especially deep sea op-
erations. Thils problem 1s best summarlzed by a sub-van chilef who 1s a
deep sea Tisherman.

"Tf the cooperative ware well organized 1t would help:

us very much. It usually takes us from two to four days to

market our catch. Tf ths cooperatlve were ready to buy our

catch, 1t would pay us to sell to them at a lower price than -

we now sell %o the mlddlemen. We would be able to dlspose

“of our catch 1n one day, or a half 4 day, and return to the
fishing groundr. Now the markeiing process 1s so cumbersome-

that 1t hurts our fishing opoeration, because it prohiblts us

from exploiting the good flghing opportunities.

The cooperative idos tnroughout Viet Nem, as well as 1in other parts
of the world 1s not casy to sell. % assumes knowledge on the part of
the peasant that hes wi]l rccelve o return on hils original investment.
It is difficult to entioe 8 ubsiatence farmer or fisherman to invest in
an .unestablished, unseen, anu unproven organization. He cannot see the
advantﬂges or such an investment in contrast lct’s say, t0 a kilogram
of rice or a flshing net.

Furthermore, there I8 a general feal among the peasantry of 'govern-
ment," usually defined a3 any organiaation op concept larger than a ham-
let or. neighborhood grouping, “I would not dare to borrow mOney on
next season‘s fish (or rice) if T could not pay back because of a poor
catch (or yield), I would certainly go to jail. This was a common re-
sponse to questions on credlt institutions on the island of Tén Hiép

In general however, the flshermen of C%m An clearly see the need

for an efficient multi -purpose cooperative, they havc invested in one,
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they seek 1tz benefits. ﬁnfortunately, the cperatlion of such an orgdn-
1zation requlres.skilled administrators, trust, and imagination. But,
as one villeger said, "the men in charge of the cooperative 1s in HOL
An and knows nothing about fishing. We should have a cooperative gear-
ed to our own problems, organized by our own peobPle. But most of the
people in Gam An are not capable of successfully running the kind of

cooperative we need."

D. Economic Activities in T4n Hi1€p.

The economy of the 1sland hemlet of Tén H1§P differs from thet of
the mainland hamlets in that fiahing 18 not the’mnjor‘source of incone.
Lumbering and agriculture are at least, 1if not moré; 1mportant. Cash
1s scarce and generally people eat what théy.grow in the fields or
.catch from the sea, The four small sundry shops sell only dandy, can-
dles, rice wine, and cakes. There are two bﬁrber shops and no fish
supply stores. A new primary school was recently constructed'from
American aid funds. The hamlet headquarterslis loceted near the school
at the small-boat landing. In the valley between two high alopes'ié a
small clearing for paddy flelds. . .Tii

Nearly one-half of the hounehé}ds -own 52“11 strips of paddy field,
and the rest of the people work for the&r neighbors as farm laborers.
The largest land holé;ng in Tén Hiép 1s 3600 square meters«x36¢hectares)
end the average 1q qnq»tenbh of this, or 360 square meters. Seedlings
for the first rice qpap are prepared in theninu11unar month, trans-
planted dqringlthe llth month, and harvested in the third month of the

following year, The flelds are then plowed, and transplanting for the
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second crop '-15‘00niplet'ed 1nthe:fifth Lunar month and the'ric'e"is-har-
'vested '}nihe eig,hth month. ‘Because of the scarcity of water, only one-~
half of the land 1s cultivated for the secOnd crop. '
Agricultural laborers are psid 15 liters of paddy per day for
plowing, transplanting, and ‘harvesting. Meals are also supplied by
landowners except during harvest season. It is estimated that a farm
_laborer only can work up to 15 days per year. Agriculture is-preferred
in T&n Hiép over fishing and lumbering because of the certainty of ‘the
u_yield. Fishing has not developed as an occupatiOn on the island and
.that which 18 done is of the seasonal offshore variety. Occasionally,

' middlemen visit the island to buy fish but the amount sold is negli-
gible. Some timber cut from the forested mountain sides is sold and
.lumbering activities cons whe about six mOnths of the year., Most house-
holds in T€n Hiép engage in all three areas of work - lumbering, ag-

_ riculture, and fishing . e g b
“ The islanders rarely visit the mainland, although marriages are

arranged between people of Tan Hiép and those of the three mainland

| hamlets. When weather permits, hamlet officials Journey to Cam An to

:gather information, news, and instructions.

(BRI

The chief of Tan Hi@p said the hamlet's two main problems are.
A

' security and monkeys.: Thus far no Viet Cong have been seen approach~
ing the island but 8. constant alert is maintained and the beach must

be guarded at night. There are no weapons on the island.. Monkeys oub—

_number humans on Tan Hiép and the villagers are seeking means.. to erad-

v DI LA 3

_ieate the animals because of the . damage they do to rice and sweet
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botato crops. So far, the efforts have been unsuccessful.

E. Van Organization

lhe fisherments gulld in c%n:An 18 one of the most important
social'and'economie groupings in the rillage. it 15 a professional
organization nhich until 1945 had a_charter (hudng dﬁc) detailing 1ts
funetions and.actitities.'”Theae included the definition of relatiOnn
ships'between boat owner and crewmen, mutual assistance among fisher-
'men, and the settlement‘of disputes within the van. The charter, which
was approved by the province chief,-was destroyed duringlthe war and no
attempt has been made since then to rewrite 1t or to gain official rec-
ognition of the éuild.. The functilons of the van remain the same today
but 1t 1s no longavakpasi4goVernmental organization.

Van members cooperate 1n times of danger or distress, such as
when shipwrecks or other accidents occur at sea; they loan supplies
or money'to each other in cases of disaster or loss; members are aided
in recovery of wreckage and repair. of equipment, and they participate
together in religious festivals and related entertainments.

The officials of the !g__are popularly elected by the residents
of the village. Candidates for the office of van trdégg (chief) arve
nominated by village elders, boat owners, and village officials past
and present. ' The chief 1s elected for an indefinite term, the present
'one having held his position for eight years. He 1s assisted by 8 .
' deputy vgn chief (ki%m van) whom he selects and thﬁn (hamlet) Jg_ ohiefs
" who are elected by w _a_ members 1h emoh of the four hamlets. Elections

_ are held every three years for the thén van chiefs. Although the van
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chief and his deputy are elected at large.from the village, the pri-
‘mary functions of the van are maintained at the thén level.

At the time the present hamlets were villages, the van chief wes
an official advisor to the village chief and village council. He wes
qconsulted on all decisions and apparently held as much authority as

the village chief sinoe he represented the fishermen, the maJor ssg-

: ment of the population. At present, while holding no official admin-

istrative position, the van. chief and the thdn van chiefs are consulted
by the village council and th6n chiefs. Van officials continue to play
| a major role in settling disputes and quarrels among fishermen, main-
taining equal_distribution of the catch, and other occupationerelated
activities. They algo aid the EEQE chlefs in executing, instructions
and dissemlnating news and information. Thus, the ggg,chiefs‘act as
unofficial asslstants within the thén and, according to,village offic -
ials,.ars_most instrumental in the'maintenanoexof village,harmony,_

Eor example, 1t was estimated that only about 30 percent pf the occu-
lpationhrelated disputes within the village'are'called_togthe"attention
of the village counoil,_the_madority‘being.successfullvJsettled by van
officials., | | R

The van ohief reoeiVes no salary but he 1s exempt from taxzes, .

guard duty, angd oommunity labor (3___6;9_) His ssrvioss are required
by the village when occasional visits are made to T@n Higp island by
government officials.. He musters boats and crews, segs: to the decora-
tion of boats for the occasion, and arrangss all mattérs pertaining to

transportation. In addition to other duties, van chiefls are ceremonial
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leaders and play a leading role in certaln occupatlonal ritee.andzfeat-
1ivals. (See the section.on the whale ceremony in Chapter V).

The three malnland hamlet vgn are subdivided into & number of small-
er units depending upon the type of fishing activity and the kind of
boat operated. The sub-van do not aprear to he stratified For example,

the-present van chlef of Thén II 1s a member of a sub-van of.small boats
(van cau). There are four sub-van in Thén I, two in Thén II, and seven
in Thén III. Following 1is a 1ist of the sub-van in Thén. III, the charF

acterlstics of which are similar to those in the other twe Thén:

Vgn dd: in¢ludes fishermen in the thon who work the

three-saill boats or those’aho-engage”tn deep

gea fishing: 33 boats.

Van Luél Hal: consists of those who operate small three-ton
| boats: 30 boats
Vgn Céu: | includes those operating small boats (one ton
.l v with heoked nets: 50 boats

Vgn ré trds involves fishermen who use the sweeping net

method.

Vgn 1461 cube: econsists of fishermen employing the‘digging

technique which necessitates the eooperation
of 30 or 40 people per boat.. )

Van mén of ocom: includes those who fish for very small fish in

three*ton hoats.

Van da rdt: oomprises those who operate one to five-ton

boats, usually fOur-ﬁishermen.to 8 boat,



Thé sub-van has no chiefs'nbr any soclal or ecoﬁpmic importance
per se, although fiahefmen of the sub-xgg_may,-and often do, cooperate
wilth each‘other in numefous ways. The sub-géﬂ‘is simply & convenient'
adhinistrative'and functional sub-division of the-ggg. Occupational
'diabutea are more llkely to occur among fishermen engaged in like op-
erations and 3&5 officials find that quarrels usually occcur within a
given sﬁb—ggg rather than between sub-vans. This breakdpwn‘aids in
categorizing‘éﬁd solving such. problems aﬁd'also rfacllitates mobiliza«
tion'for-rescue and reliéf‘work and the collection of contributions
for relief .and fees for religlous cerehoniés, ali of whioh'afg dapend-
ent upon boat size and type of fishing operation,

Unfortunately, limited time in the fleld precluded the gathering
of more intensive 1nfofmat10n on van organization and fﬁnCtiohﬁ. Until
recently, when the present village of C&m'Ah was created, each hamlet
" or former village had 1ts,oﬁn ven organizatidn whigh}dif?éiéd in various
particulars from the others. Theﬁe.differenées h&re_peraiated, and our
f1eld workers continually received conflictiﬁg information wﬁich could.
ultimately be traced fp thén variatioﬁa. Therefore, the major portion
of our time in the field devoted fo ggg.reseafch waa'utilizeﬁ in trac-
ing inconéiétencies 1n data. Fof these féasons, we are not able at this
time to ?etail gome of the'more,imbortanf-éooial and'ecénomic functions
of the vgn, such as the relationship ﬁetwéen'fhe ifgiand-oooperatibn.in
fishing, boat repairing, net rébéifing;‘labor recruitment, marketing,
and interpersonal relations in géneral;:‘ﬁ6Wé§ér, we'belieVéLphat we

have astablished that the van 1s a type of indigeneous cooperative

.
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organized by the fishermén.for thelr own well-belng. Cooperative pur-
chase of nets, thréad, hooks, and balt and cooperative selling of the
catcp are all partial functions of the vgn. It was suggested by one
villager; In fact, that the reason for the fallure of the fishermenisa
cooperative was possibly a result of its funetions overlapping those
of the van. It might be noted in this connection thaf the van, unlike
the co-op, has important ceremonial functions which are central to the
religlous 1ife of the GOmmunitf;“

We also have abundant "scraps" of data, whilch we were unablé to
fol;ow up,‘that might be of aociologicél sighificance. We were told,
- for ekample, that the flshermen themselves migﬁf.chénge from one vgn
to another, but that the fisherman!s boat must remain in tﬁe van of
original “registration.“' The meaning, or symbolic meaning, of this
and other such pleces of 1nformat16n remain obscufe for the preéent.

'In spite of these deficiencles 1in data, several obsérvations rel-
ative to administration and social organization 1n.C§m An emerge from
the available information. Two indlgenous, volgntary, non-official,
non-governmental 1ﬁst1tut10ns which appear to function in the organi-
zation and administration'of the village have been described: the xbm .
and the ven, both operating within the context of the loéal unlt, the
EEQE-iO Thus, although administratlive and organization fu;otioné have
been shifted officially to the larger unit, the village (xa) , Pprimary
‘.activities in these areas remain thén- oentered and 1nformal.

The appointed thén chief 13 advised by, and seeks consultation

with, the chlefs of x6m and van who assist 1n relaying‘inatructions,
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news,_aﬁd propaganda; settlé diéputes and act ﬁs consultants on éffairs
both personal and uccupational;'organize religious oéremonies as woll
as econdmic, mutual ald, and security activities. In short, the x6m
and the van are the units‘of_ofganizatioﬁ around which the peopie of
“the village order their lives and participation in the soclety. |

These observations may seem matter of fact but they have broad
ramifications which shduld be considered in a developling soclety con-
derned with more efficlent administration and facéd with the threat
of subversion. For example: _

1. They indicate that the community 1s a tightly knit soecial
unit whose organization and administration is based upon loeal, In-
formal, primary; face~to-faoce relﬁtionships. Thia is an 1mportant
conslderation for an understanding of the pfoblem of subversion in
" oentral Viet ﬁam; Unlike the south where hoﬁestqads are wldely scat-
tered, the people of the central hah;ets_aré_aware hot only of tﬁe :
movement of outslders. in the village, bﬁt of the most.minﬁte'details
of the 1ives of their friends, neighbofs,'ana relatives., It iz un-
likély that Viet Cong oadres and 9gents'could come into these hamlets .
or live there without a ﬁidespfead knowledge of their.presence‘

2. Appointed government officiels at the local level are not
overly 1nvolved.1n adminiatration. The village council members in
C&m An gre relafively underworked._ The vlllage office has few v1a;tors,
the village éouncil few problems with residents. The dffice ia quiet
gxcept for routine Mattera of bﬁdget, taxatioﬁ, minor record keeping,

and, at the time of our visit, the presidentiel elections. Primery
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problems of administration in C&m An are handled through unofficlal
channels in the EEQE' Information passes from the district office
through the village office to the grass roots adminlstrators. The
real village leaders are not those 1n the village office who merely
transmlt orders and information from above,but are instead the informal
Eégland gég chlefs in the hamlets.

3. 1If these observatlons concerning village administration can
be generalized to include a large percentage of Vietnamese villages,
then some thought should be given to the advisabllity of concentrating
heavily on technlcal training, both pre-service and 1n-service, of
viliage level officials. -Decisions of a technical nature as well as
the responslbility for carrying out development programs are centered
at the dlstrict and provincilal levels of administration. They are re-
layed through the village council to the informal thén leaders for
actlon, |

In the light of this study, tralning at the village level, 1f 1t
12 to be considered at all, shéuld emphaslze the necesslty of utilizing
already exlsting "leaders" and organizatlors for the successful lmple-

mentation of programs.
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-~ CHAPTER III

KINSHIP, MARRTAGE, AND THE FAMILY .

0 _
Whereas the Cdm An villager, in his everyday economic¢, religious,
and management activities, participates through such groups as the

van, lién gia, or xbm, 1t is his wide circle of relatives and clan

members, with‘whgm he 1nteracts, that influence the more personal as-
pects of his life and the circumétances surrounding the 1life crises
such as birth, marriage, death and natural disaster. Marriage‘choice,
aseribed soeclal status, occupation, 1nher1taneq,1residence, and the
afterlife are all related to the system of kinshlp. As in other parts
of Viet Nam, this system 1s undergoing change mainly due to such‘ex«
ternal influences as war, polltical turmoll, and modernization. In
the pre-French and French eras, the village was more or less a self-
contained unit wlth few outslde influences. The majority of the vil-
lagers were 1lllterate; there were few contacts with provincial or
national authorities.

Since 1945, however, there has been.a consglous attempt,-first
by the Viet Minh and then by the Republic of Viet Nam, to Efimulate
changes 1n these rathér isolated villages. Probably.the hajor atten-
tion has been focused on evoking political awareness and a feeling of
- national ldentity, but,.consequently, certain other ideas have fill- -
tered down to the peaéant. Literacy has spread, schools have been
bullt, some modern health facilities have been introduced, army re-

cruitment and the civil guard have drawn people out of the villages,
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and there 1is more 1nter-act1?n_between villages as a result of improved
boats and fishing techniques. These and other factors have had an ef-
fect on the traditional systems of kinship and marriage.

The,changes that have taken place in these areas in C&m An, how-
'efer, appear‘to be changes only in emphasig or In the degree of adher-
eﬁée to‘éertain accepted ﬁrinciples. Thé forms of an (assumed) proto-
type still exist but the meanings, understandings, and reléted behavior
are nbt near-universally aécepted phenomena. The remainder of this
chapter i1s an outline of‘the system of kinship and marriage in C&m An
with emphasis on its changing character.

A. The Clan

A.clan consists of people within or.without the village who possess
the same surname. Members of a clan claim common descent from an unknown
‘ﬁncestbr and therefore consider themselves to be consanguineously re-
lated. For this reason, ideally, mgrriage'is fﬁrbiddenlbepween members
of the same claﬁ. There are a nunber of clan shrines in C&m An and some
houseé cbntain altars wheré the claﬁ founder is veperaﬁed at‘an annual
ceremony. There is no clan chief and no_higiarchy of-families or lineages
within the_clan. | | |

ﬁithin tﬁé main clans are sub-clans.  For_e;gmgkeQZV

.Tran 13 a main clan with three sub-clangg  o
| a; Trgn—éuang -“
b. Trdn-ta1
é. Tr'én-van
‘ There 1s another main Tran clanhqomp}gtele different from_thé one

above, also having three sub-clang:
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a. Trénfdinh
b. Tran-hiu
Ce Trﬁn—d&c
The members -of the sub-clans'recognize a common c¢lan ancestor and
marriage between Submolans is forbidden. Marriage, of course; is.per-’
mitted between the two different "Trén" clans.
Women do not change their names at merriage so they remain in the
.clan'of tneir birth throughout their lives. However; gince descent 1s
traced through the male, children become members of the fathers! clans.
The primary function of the clan is the reguletion of marriage;
it is considered incestuous to marry a member of one‘e -own ¢lan. How-
ever, an indioation of the degree of awareness of clan membership or
clan "identity" 1s reflected in the fact that, eccording to informants,
as many as 10 percent of the_msrriages in Cam An may be between mem-
bers of the same clen} TwWO Treasons were giVen to explain thlss a
girl nay become pregnant by a olan brother, thus forcing marrieg#,
or the partners to 8 marriage may not know that they are members of
the same c¢lan, The latter usually occurs, of course, as a result of
a "love" marriage and this is. the reason why many elders in the com-
mnunity prefer arranged marriages. Formerly the pertners to an incest-
uous marrlage would be eeverly punished but now it is overlooked.
In the case of marriage between members of the seme clan, rumors
‘lend an awkwerd situationrere evoidedloy temporarily changing the name
of one=ofethe partners on the merriage annooncements'and on the paper

lanterns which are carried in front of the wedding procession. For:
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example, if Trén Van Lam mart'ies' a glrl ocalled Tﬁn_Th} Thuyet, she
may change her name to Nguyeén Thi Tuyét. The ”'rlel‘a‘x.etion- :ef punishment
-and the easy meens of circumseribing the 1ncest rule:aj may 1ndicate a

, change from our [assumed) prototype of strict clan exogamy, but then

posaible there have always been devious means of breaching the taboo.’
LHC AF L e BT T T S A 4

" B. Linease _ | f‘* ShETLTET o A aded neTd i
0D TdRETy, alelant iy composed ot ‘a humber of: patrirlineam but,

- 1n fact, true linghges: do not exlst. ‘Although there iar&rﬁlea!ﬁy paﬂ:ri-
'1a&ﬁeé‘1-"-=b'f-'1'é‘ntat‘&éh‘-, ffvélét;i'ons*-'fare"’ recdghized on' both the patermdsand
mat@rngl sides’ffMarrihge is forbidden betweets reIatives ‘on btith sides
B boti particfpate in celebratingithe Iife crines anﬂ ‘cooperating on
G&W ecénomie ventures, The ‘patrilineal’ orienta!t'mmrnf Cetm Srpvis
ohEﬂF‘nI%ttei*‘ fof: ’em;ihasis. For ethp"l!e § »:‘elati\res on’ tHE'fpéﬁern&"J:'
MH’E“ dre mounned ‘for ‘a longer period tn‘.'te‘.n:\r death; more ‘melativem frrom
the® pate&*nal side are present at birth andf marrfage delebra'tfons FacThe
kiﬁshi‘pr%rmiﬁo’fogy » too, reflactl the pa'é’rilineal empha;wtﬁ. g fterm
_5_9&1 (&Wﬂider) Yok %%ﬁlé, appea&‘s gs' !a“s*urrix on & riunfber of " -
ternal FebaPett il terms (_&_rig__goai & materrial grandfathér, _;r:g_qa’i -
maternal gr%rfd\‘nother), while Pdterndl grandparent“s are laalled r@_ng and
| E&_n_@}_ or Mr."8dd firs; __Insider'. ‘This ‘fi§ of may" ot wafleot mr
edi:‘fi’é‘r*ﬁneage .I')I"otbﬁype. e - o by \.=jss;:i't'11‘;';z': B,

aiomh&\Aﬁ*ﬁfeﬁ@ﬁt;”ﬁéweﬁef}“d”Gﬁm“kn“fishermantiive& in'w relatively

“mﬁﬂaffjh&ﬁiétS&urrbﬁn&éd“by nime oS " Pelbt1vesit. Kinshﬁpﬂbonda are

145688 Ent - thi reiatives undbubt 64Ty E1vE" the indlvidualsd Sense. of.

w&i‘-mth Bﬁa 48 ““L‘mity "Wa veve: Surpriaeaftb’*hw# the: nveMge nnlager
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113t not ohly the names ahd-relationships of distant relatives and

their spouses, but‘also thelr occupations and the location of thelr
living.quartérs. While the recognition of such a wlde range of rela-
tives upon whom the 1ndividual cah rely 1n times of stress wmust have
certain positive péyohological‘ramificationa, it also presents problems
in a‘small and 1solated community. Many informants expressed the fear
of a gon or daughter unwittingly marrying or falling in lofe with a rel-
ative. There 1s no doubt that tﬁe large number of "relatives" aariously
limits the range of choice in marriage.

The functlons of the kin group have been Qradualiy declining through
the years. According to 1nformanfs; many of these funcfiéns‘have been
taken ovér by neighbors and the vgn. For example,'it was reported that
years ago only relatives were lnvited to marrlage ceremoniés énd-rela»
tives carried the coffin to the burial ground. Neighbors.now attend
theée"oeremonies and may perform or_pafticipaté in them as théy do In
house and boaf repair. They may elso help in times of stress. Ina:
amhil coﬁmunity where gll of the people are engaged 1n-a.éinglé ogeupa-~
tioh, where 1nterdependency and mutual aild and trust are;a'naﬁéssitg,’
| for existence, the importance of the kin group givesuwéy ﬁéAthe priﬁacy _
of the local group. lThus, thé aocial'fabr;c of cﬁm An:is & composite
| of both familial and ne1ghborhood rg1at1onah1ps.- The.individyalla social
world consiﬁts‘of a-number of "1naiders“;;ef féléfives, and an even

gréater;number of friendly Youtsiders." -
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C. Marriasge Patterns

Marriage in cém An 1s contracted in 2 manner similar to that 1in
other parts of Viet Nam--a mixture of arrangement and free choice.,
Contrary to our expectations,.we did not find a sharp divisioh between
the old and the young a3 to which type of marriage contraction was pref«
erable. Some among both the older and younger generation informants
.eonsidered arranged marriages preferable, other leaned. toward the ffee
cholce type.

Most agreed, however, that a combination of the tﬁo types 18 the
form most commonly practiced. In all cases, they gaid, the parents
are consulted for approval. A typicai casé was .cltedy 1f a boy sees
8 girl whom he thinks he would like to marry, he*rQQuesté his parents
to begin negotiations for her. The parents ask‘a*gq-bétween to ﬁp-
proach the girl and hér perenfs._ 1f the_lattér'agreé,.the boy's fam-
1ly brings aleoholic beveragesjahd betgl\to'ﬁhéfgirlls.house for the
!E_Eél or engagement-Céremény, The boy must then perform groom ser-
vice at the house of the Bride-to-be for about two yeérs; This might.
consist 'of house, boat or net ':-epairing- a8 well as fishing and re-
lated enterprises.. When the service vequirement is fulfilled, the
marriage Qeremﬁny_takes place and:the bride moves to the house of her
husband. Patrilocallity 1s the 1deal, but, in fact, residence 18 de-
Pendent upon & number of factors. If the bride 1s an only ohild, for
example, the couple may live with her patents. In some cases, an eld-
est son remains with his parents, but in others, elder éon's will butld

new houses and the youngest son will stay in the family home. There
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are no clear-cut.patterns but patrilocelity 1s preferred in prineiple.

A widely expressed attitude relative to partner,selection_was

-_,that elders did not want to impose thelr preferences upOn their child-

~ ren. one reason for thils 1s that parents do not want to be blamed

for a mismatech that might lead to quarreling and divorce. Thus, it 1s
better for the chlldren to choose thelr own‘mates; providing ndleelae
tionship exlsts., )

A number of peopie felt that the most important variable in mar-
riage 1s age. "If the ages are not compatible,” stated an bld'ﬁoman,
"thean the marriage oannot be expected to iest.“e'Anoﬁher'ﬁdmen described
the 1deal daughter—1n~1aw~as;“neither-beautifui'nor effieienﬁ,‘for I
am not concermed with these qualities. To me, ege 18 the most important
thing in the cholce of a daughter-in-law. If the eges of the boy and
. glrl are right, the couple wlll be happye I have four:c¢hildren, two bo&s
and twe girls, and all are happily married. I attribute this success .to
the careful selection of ages." | |

~ There 1is & high incldence of viilage endogamy in cém,An. While the
ma jority of marriages are between peoﬁle who-reaide.in G&m An, 1t must
be remembered that the present village 1s an amalgamation of four ham-
lets. In effect then, marriage between: ‘people of - Hamlet T and Hhmlet 11
:, is considered by the people to be exogamous. From'numerous interviews we

arrived at the following estimetea for hemlet or local endogamy :

Hamlet I . o 60-70 %'45” .
Hemlet IT . 60 % o
Henlet III--:.3«50e60*%‘:*";
Hamlet IV  30-40 %
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The higher frequency of marfiage within the hamlet in Hemlets I and II
was to ﬁe expected since they are older settlements thén Hamlet IXI.
Residentp‘of the island hamlet of Tén Hiép (IV), with its small popula-
tion, have a tradition of arranging marriages with people from the main-
land hamlets. A number of marriage exchanges have taken place between
.C%m An énd~the nelghboring agricultural village of G%m Hal. wWith places
more distant, only three .exchanges heve been recorded: one each in H@i
An and Tam Kﬁ in ngng Nam province and one in Nha Trang in Fhanh Hoa
province.

Several reasons may account for the.relativelylhigh‘dégieeTof ham~
let exogamy. As mentioned earlier, marriage between relatives and people
of the same clan‘;s avolded. Age compatibility as detefmined by the
looal‘calendar‘reader is another limitation imposed on the small popu-
lations of the hamlets. Social‘status is alson ractof‘governing the
-gholoe of mate. Generally; offapring of peonle;qf'the'sﬁme occupation
tend to marry. In Cam An, of course, since most -pecple are fisﬁermen
‘this fact may appear-irrelgvﬁnt, but 3601a1 dist1notions, determined by
‘8lze of boat, type of house, and respeot in-thé community, are maintained.

Divorce 1is rare‘but-notfunhe&fdwof in Cim An. Informents related
that sterility and concubinége are the-major\oéusea of marital friction.
If, for example, a couple is married for two or thrée years without the
wife bearing a child, the husband_oan return her to her parenfs. The
husband then sends a notice to the village councll explaining the sep-
‘aretion. In cases where the wife has contributed materially to the

household prosperity, she is entitled to half the property. If the
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dlvorce 1s not due to stériiity'and there are children, the property
1s divided into three shareg.  ‘The house 18 an exceptlon t¢ the shar-
ing Principle_and remains wilth the hushand slnce it is a shrine or
center. for ancestor veneration as well as a dwelling. ‘Althougn con-
cnbinage 1s not common 1in C&m An, 1t has occurred frequently enongh
to ﬁe listed by informants as a major problem. One source indicated
that separation usually results from a desire to avold friction when
the husband wants a concublne. in other cases, wives are willing to
allow tne husbands the prerogative of a second nife and separatlion or
'divorne.is unnecessary. Ordinarlly, a concublne maintains_her own
household and does not llve with the first wifé.

As 1n meny other socletles, concublnage is a practice70f~then-
wealthy, the poor beilng unable to support more then one woman or.fam-
1ly at 2 time. According to female informants, concubinage oauses
disputes and dlsrupts village harmcny. Often the wife goes- to the home
nf g concubine .and 1nsults her. Neighbors, elders, andrthe'gégfor van
chiefs Interfere at thls point to attempt &'reconciliatipnabetneen'the
two:women.‘ Male informants defended the-concnbinage syStéh,'stating,
"i1f there 1s no polygamﬁ how can the sbciety-Bolvé;phe'prdﬁIéﬁ of wid-
ows and surplus women 1ln the.viliage?ﬂ Besidea;imanyrgovérnment'officw

- 1als have many wives--why should they forbild us?" = -

D. The Life Cycle

This section consists of two parts- (1) a oomposite view of the

e

life cycle abstracted from a number of interviews, and (2} & brief

......

life history of one villager. Details of child training, weaning, and
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education will appear in the?néxt section.

_ The people of cAm An are born in the village, grow up thers, marry
anohhef C%m An rgsiﬂent, and die at the place of their birth. Iife 1s
hard and monotonous, the only excitement being an oooaéional trip to
H§1 An for a movie, or several months spent on the open séa where fish™
ermen might come into contact with people from other fishing villages.
Young people fall in ldve, get married, have children and fall into
the generallpattern of the fisherman!e life.
| A mﬁnth after a child 1s born, the parents célebratelaﬁm thang
or khBm thang (a full month). Both close and distant relatives may
attend this ceremony. Frém the time a child is old'enoughltolwalk tn -
t11 he 1s about elght years old, he 1s free to rcam about the village.
At gbout eight the ohild begine school and his education continues,
sporadically, for several yeafa (see-Sectioh E). ﬁhen-boys-reach the
age of 12 or 13, they begin to learn fishing skills, It is st this
fime too, that children of the opposite sex stop pldying together and
become somewhat shy in each otherts presence. @Girls beginm to ﬁiésken
their teeth at about 17 years, the first:indication-or anttntereii 1n
beauty. The ideal merriage age for womén 18 from 18-%g.22 and for
men from 20 to 24, In practice, however, the marrfngg:aée 18 older--
from 25 to 27 for men and from 20 to 24 for wowmen.

It is sald that at marrisge a couple reaches adulthood. It 1s
then that the never ending quest for food and,othen;manireatations of
a decenf livelihood begin. Children afe born’ and the cﬁuple-gruws old,

Such traditionsl Vietnamese celebrations st eges: 60 (luoe tufin) or 70
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(thﬁf tudn) are not heldubecause,.villegers seid?VCﬁm*Aﬁ pécple are
too”poqr~‘-Einally,;eldrpeoplerfallﬁilr.and turn to ﬁdfrﬁeiﬁgdicines
and.prayer-for the elimination of the evil spirits. When a death oc-
curs, the children and other relatives mourn and arrange for the' fun-
eral., - On the third, seventh, 213ty-49@h;“and*100thrdays afted dedth,
relatives honor the spirit of the dead family membed: Each'fear, on
‘the anniversary of a death, the family members and relatives” gather
to venerate and‘celebrate:aéfeaetffor‘the*decéased;"P' ' ‘

The‘following'story-Was told by the Ub-year-old chief of Hamlet I:
".I-was born here ‘in ‘this hamlet My parents were poor
fishermen. When I was about 12 years old, I started to learn
- .-written:Chinese ‘for two years ‘and I studled written Vietnamese
for one year. Now, I can only write a few simple Chinese char-
;i ackerss - -During that time I Had t¢ held the family by ‘Perforin-
ing menial tasks such as sweeping the house, bolllng rice, and
looking after the bables. “At ‘the‘age of 15 T became ‘3ick, but
fortunately I recovered without taking any medicines, except
- some; herbs gathered by my mother: - The 1llnéss was' cyused,”
People sald, because my grandfather's tomb was not properly
maintained,. After that I started going to sea where I'met my
wife. -
: "We were married when I was 22 years old. We have had .
.. 81x .chlldren, but only two havé survived. - Our first child
was born 17 years ago, and we how have a nine year old daughter
who attends the village s§ehool. - We 'pay 10 ‘plasters a tonth
for her tultion, The other surviving child 1s a three year . .
01d@ boy, When'we got married‘my wife came to 1ive 1n my fatherfts
houge which 1s this one. My father was killed by the. Viet,Cang
o4 MANY years agoy ‘My'mother still’ “11vey here; but she puhs the
small shgp next door during the day. Before we married, -I. had..
to lam ré (groom 'servite ) 'at the house of" my wife's pavents
- for two years., During this time I could not talk to her or
€ven. meet her. I.had to help wy fathér-in-law bulld his house,
and we built 8 new boat, too. J e
“I oourted my wife by talking to her, and exchangin
‘betel:gnd:tebaocos We rarely held hands and [ did nn% ?bs o
her before we were marrled. During the lam re I. often watehed .
" .her to-see 1f 'she oould cook &nd hanage d Wouseé. ~When Ghilaven
were born I did not sleep with my wife for three or sometlmes
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five months afterwards.’ {Why?) It is not good to sleep with
" & woman too soon after she has glven birth to & baby. Besldes,
the slght of a pale, weak, ugly wife after childbirth 18 re-
pulsive to me. (The wife was present at the interview.)
"We are not afraid of dying, but we are constantly worried

about stervation. We hope our children will fare better than
we have 1in the fishing business."

E. Child Treining

Because CBu An 18 a fishing villege, the division of labor in
the famlly and between the sexes 1s not as sharp as it is in agrisul -
tural villages or in towns aﬁd citieg. Men are often séen ocarrying
bables about ﬁhé village and "sitting" with older children. These
men, yhen_aaked,about their occupation, state they are unemployeds
| their wives support the famlly while they take care of the household
chores end tend to the children. Women substitute for men in offshore
.fishing; they mend nets, paddle boats, and help in boat repair. Older
children_sometimes engage ;ﬁ river_fishing, ﬁet mending andivarious
hoﬁsehqld chores such as carrylng water and baby sitting., Thus, in-

_ dividualg of both_sexes, rePresenting many age groups, generally par-
tiolyate in the same wide-ranging, interchangeable astivities.

The lack of adult specialization with regard to sex and age 1is
refiédted in the_genefalized nature of the childhood period. Bacause
adults are busy earming a living, children spend the ma jority of the
ﬁork;ng hours in unsupervised play. Space 1s limited in the village
.and the open houses are situated close together. With the adults at
work end the wéather usﬁélly fine, the children from a clﬁatar of

houses arise in the morning, carry thelr breakfasts ouﬁ onto the
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streets and plots surrounding the houses and begin the dally play.
Interestingly, the play 18 conducted within the confines of the bullt
ﬁp areas and along the river inlet, not on the beautiful, sandy beaches
of the South China Sea., _ |

‘The play groups Ineclude children of both sexes from the age qf
four up to about 11 or 12, fThere are no divisions by sex and little
by age in the schools, and there_is no differentiation by dress. Both
glrls and boys wear shorts, if they wear anything at all, until the
age of seven or elght when the girls don white overblouses and some-
t1mes the black, pajama-like trousers. .

After weaning, the father spends about as much time with the child-
ren as the mother but neither 1s with them 2 great deal excedt when
sleeping. Discipline under these circumstances is difficult. A vil-
lage school teacher complalned: "they aren't too bad in school, but
when they get out of class, they don!t care about discipline any more.
They behave like little devils." On numerous occasions‘during our
time in the_villagé, we had the opportunity to witness futlle attempts
by adults to control childrents behavior, Invariably, verbal advice,
instructions, and orders went unheeded., Usunlly these would be re-
péated seferal'times and then the adult would either glve up'dr ad-
minister a sound beating to the errant child. The child training pat-
tern, as we observed 1t, appeared to be one of éxtreme permissivengss
aométimeg followed by brilef periods of severe physical puniahmené.

Weaning_begins relatively late, e fact which mey slgnal the per-

missiveness of later éhildhood. In princliple, weaning begins at about



18 montns but 1t is common to eee a chilld of three or.four years belng
‘breast fed by his mother in addition to hls regular dlet. Usually, a
mother stops breast feeding a chlld when she becomes pregnant again,
However; this 1s not always true; Sometimes she may exerclse more care
in the dilet of her first child and not ween him even while pregnant a-
gain., Intermediate ohildren may be breast fed for a shorter period
and the last baby for a longer time.

Birth control and the spacing of bables are of little concern to
the mothers of C8m An. Children are considered to be "gl?ts of the
gods" whlch cannot be refused. Modern devices of birth control are,
of course, unknown. Althdugh we heard eome complaints gbout too many
children, tne general attitude of the villagen,_despite the hand life,:_
1s that 1t 18 better to have many children than none at all. ' Further-
more, since the infant mortality rate 18 hlgh'and childhood'diseeses
often fatal beoause of the lack of medieal knowledge and facilitiea,

a woman must gilve birth to severel children to be aure one will sur-
vive. Life expectancy 1s not high and: despite the large number of
pregnanoies, the rate of annual population increase is low. Almost
half of the population--3,110 out of a total 6,491--1s under 17 years.
of age. . ;

The peried of ohlldhood permissiveness and 1rrespona1b111ty for
both sexes ends rether abruptly between the ages of 12 and 15. Dur-
1ng thisstimatpoth-boys and girls are taught to paddle boats, fish 1n
the river and along the-coaet,'end repalr nets. lnlhddition,_girls

learn to cook and do general household work suﬁh as cgke_making, baby
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sitting and shrimp fishing. The biggest sexual division of labor in
the village takes place when the boys begin deep sea fishing at about
15 yeanS'of age. The perlod of adolescence is cut short:and boys be-
gin te participate in strictly adult, male work., Adult behavior pat-
terns are learned through direct observation and experience in an

adult group. It 1s at this time too, when the psychologlcal distinc-
tions eccur between male and female., Members of the two sexes begin
to avold each other and a reserve and shyness develops in thelr rela-
tionshlps which continues until marriage when both finally assume

their adult roles in the community.

F. Formal Education

The people of c&m An place little.lmportance on formal educatiqn.
In regent years, however, they have wanted their childnen tralned to
‘read and write Vietnamese. Illiteraey'has long'Beenfa:problem in Viet
Nam and a government literucy campaign nas‘been undervay fﬂﬁ several
years, Thils nas 1ncreased thelvillagers! awareness of thezproblem
and, in CBm An, has resulted in greater attention being paid to read-
1ng and writing. However, because of poor school faciliﬁies; lack of
competent teachers, and most lmportant, because of the need for youth
to beéin'earningre 11v1ng at an early age, formal educatien'exceeding
. one of two yeare 1s deemad unnecessary. ‘Becauee of.thie'aftitude,
school enrollment 1s not high and absenteelsm 1s prevalent. | |

Formal education 1s provlded 1n the th6n or hamlet schools..
Thén IIT hes three elementary schools: a public three-year aohool,

and a semi-public and privete school, both or whioh offer only a '
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two-year course. The publiceschool-is controlled and financed by the
village counell.

The, semi-public school was bullt by the thon residents five years
ago. The teacher 1s a 29-year old native of the thfn who has taught
‘at the school since 1t was {naugurated. He was appointed by the vil-
lage cpeneil and recelves VN$ 1,000 per month, VN$ 700 from the vil-
lage council and VN$ 300 from student fees. As with other local offi-
ciale, he had not recelved the portion of his income whieh comes from
the village budget for several months pricr to cur visit. He_ s his
wife,‘and:his three children depend upon the wife's esrnings from a
small shop. The teacher has a primary school education (£ive years),
enough to qualify him to teach the first_and second grades. The semi-
pubiie school 1s under the supervision of the principel of the Cnm An
village primary school loeated in Thén II. Each month the teacher
eubmite a report ﬁo the ﬁrincipal:coneernins-salary, enrollment, and
school conditions. ﬂe meefsktwice monthly with the principai and all
other_ﬁggg feachers for politicai education and training. He says
there are 250 school age chlldren in Thén III, 85 of whom are enrolled
in hils school. Two-thirds are boys ranglng in ages from slx to 1l.
School hours are from 8:30-11 a.m. and from 2:30-5 p.m. The school
18 olosed Thursdays and Sundays and classes meet onl& in the merning
on Saturdays.. First grade students pay N 5 per month tuition and
second grade students, VN$ 10.

The private school is operated by a Thon XXX resident who re-

ceived two years of secondary education in HQi An. She supports_her
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husband who remains at home with the children. The schoolls fees
vary from Vﬁ$.20 to VN$ 30 per student per month and the enrollment;

at most, 1s 80 students 1n three classes, depending on the season.

From the filrst to the seventh lunar month, school attendance 1s good
but during the remaining months (the offshore fishing season), enroll-
ment and attendance drop. The private school teacher's average monthly
income 1is about VN$ 1,500. This, of course, depends upon student fees
which sometimes come in lnstallments or not at all. She confesses'
that fee collection 1s a problem but she says nothing to parents for

- fear of antagonizing them and having the children taken out of school

altogether. She holds classes in her home from 6 ga.m. to 6 p.m. with-

'.-out a8 break,

| One incentive for sending chilldren to school, it'was reported,
1s to keep them out of trouble. Belinquent children are said to have
 been "playing in the sun too much." While the teacher is an important
Influence in the trailning of children.who attend school, education 1is
‘not. considered to be . the teacher's primary responsibility. “This,
teachers believe, is the reason ror ‘poor attendance and the diffioult-

les encountered“in;diecipliner&nd’the learning process.

G. Kinship Terminology

Although there" ere 80Me differences in usage, kinship terminology
smployed in Ghn ‘An -and other Parts of Viet Nem is quite similer., Be-
cause of the aoﬁreitv of data in English on this subject, we have in-
-cluded a 1ieting and disoussion of the terminologicel usages in Cﬁm An.

Mo the reader not interested in this type of reference information, 1t
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1t 1s suggested that he skip ‘the final sectlon of tﬁis chapter and
proceed to Chapter IV. |

Vistnamese kinship terms display certain regulﬁrtties bagsed upon
generation. For example, in the7fourth ascending generatlon, Eé-ia a
common prefix for members of the afflnal as well as consanguinal group;

in the third ascending generation 1t 1s-g§, and in the sesond ggg. The

»

.term ngoal, Youtsider,” indlcates members of the affinal, and>5§l,_"1n-
sider," members of the.conaanguinal group. . The terms sre used not
only for members of ascending generations, but also mighﬁ be employed
to distinguish cross-cousins on the paternal or maternal sides. Cross
and parallel cousins are‘terminologicdlly distinet.

The following tables and charts ére listings of teyms colleoted 1in
Cém An. Analysis of the ferminological system wiil appeay in later pub-
lications. The chinese characters ‘are listed for poseiﬁle use 1in oom~-
parison with other Bast Aslan terminologies. | |

Terms used for the dead and for ceremonial purposes, susth as in-

scriptions on tombs and altar tablets, differ from those in eommon uset

FFF Ming t8 . khdo ‘% j\iﬁé‘
FF Hidn 8 khdo HB’: 4. %
F Hi®%n ¥hdo %%
% | Trudng j3i ‘;gix%a‘
S (2na) Tt tu }57\ %
8 (3ra)  Mgnh i g@%
s.(uth) Trong ti /fdfé‘
8 '(1““_1 iy 7%5 3.
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TABLE I. VERTICAL TERMINOLOGY

GENERATION :§ i
-} English

CONSANGUINE

AFFINED

1 Vietnamese

Fowon =

1 73 phy
: Cérﬁng
- Ong ndi

Cha -

FFFF w
FFF w

FF w.

Fw

T% m3u

CH ba

Ba N§i

Mg

k 3

; Chinese English | Vietnamese Chinese
: :A.Ea' h

9.4
L

i

~

Wife

Vg

Con
Chau

Chit

U_a.'
=

5SS w
SSS w

Con d3u
Chau dzu

" Ch&t dsu
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TABLE II. HORIZONTAL TERMINOLOGY

CONSAKNGUINE

AFFINED

F 8i.

| English | Vietnamese | Chinese | English ' | Vietnamese { Chinese
- e/ . " . | 1
~ 1st t FFFF o0.B. }{Dudng Ba \,g;‘\ /ié’ . MFEF T4 Ngoai : %ﬂ,‘j‘\‘!u
generstion - ) X 1 f o
: : - FFFF y.B. {Ddd Thue : k5 B
- T Y R B ng i ,,% 7\3{“ {
: FFFF Si. |73 C& S 1)
: ‘ ‘ : /f\,!l ”ﬁlﬂ d.
, - Y - . —
Y 2nd FFF o.Bs jCO Ba 4%z 4iH | uFF €% Ngoai éﬁi_éi;
{ generation ' . - .
B 'FFF y:B. |C® Thuc 4L 17
; 7. : e . 2 'I';‘Tg'; '1 _
FFF 0.50. }Cung-cd t1“__ £4 5‘§ﬁ5—
) FFF_y.Si.. Cﬁngacﬁ-mu@i i%%f&g_i%;
3rd | FF o0.B. |Ong .ndi ba W4y | wF Ong Ngoai
geéneration ' . : . 7; e -
e | FF y.B. |Ong ndi thic Vi Fg7
N ~?{chu)' ' jﬁ(—'
FF 51 Ba ¢8
4th F o. B, Bac MB Cau
-generation . - .
co
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" Table II. HORIZONTaL TERMINOLOGY (Cont'd)

5th EGO 0.B. |Bdng Sudng Huynh /Z) 4 ¥ |EGO wife 0.B.| anh vg
generation 4. lanh) - P . -
. BGO y.B. Dbng,?dd?g D ’ﬁﬁfflié; EGO wife y.B.] Bm v§
em e
EGO 0.Si. |Chi EGO wife 0.Sif Chi vg
EGO y.Si. {Em JEGO wifé y.Si} Em vg
i  6th | i o N
} generation | S. {Con trai D. husband Con ré&
D. Jcon gai S. wife Con d2u
 7th S.s. Chau trai SD husband Chau rd
generation _ . ) N
: S.s. Chau gai 55 wife Chau diu
 &th S8 s. Chit trai SSD husband | Chit rd
generation | S, . : .
53 d. Chit gai 53s wife Chit d3u

Chinese counting for 8th and 9th generations.




Fictive kinship terminology is elso employed in the village.

When 4t is believed that a child 1s difficult to rear, for example,

father 18 called dugng (mother!s sister!s husband), chG (father's

younger brother), or tfa (a Cham term). Under these circumstances

the mother is referred to as d1 (mother!s sister) or thim (father's

younger brother!s wife). Following is & list of fictive terms used

in cém An.

anh

Chi
oni

Q
is . h»

i 2 B

.

S x:

Refers to & man older than the person speaking or
to whom one gives a nominal kind of respect.

'The same as above but applied to women.

Indicates someone inferior in age or in soclal status,
it sometimes also refers to someone of -one's father!s
generation, but younger than onet!s father.

Could be used to refer to a lady younger in age or
lower 1n soclal status, or to a sister of onels
father.

Refers to a young man but of high birth, 1earned or.
appearing learned. :

Refers to a gentleman, a term of respsct.

Used to indicate an old lady, or & lady belonging to
a high social class.

Refers to an old gentleman, a very respectful tem.
An extremely respectful term used to indloate a re-
ligilous man or a national leader. When used, the
Proper name 13 avolded.

A priest (Buddhist), a school teacher, a 1earned man,
master.

A religious manh or g national leader.

Used to indlcate & Cathollo father.

Refers to a: very old man, or to a bishop.

72



Dic_Cha Refers to & bishop.

-

Thang - That fellow (degrading)
Né That man

@l You {degrading)

Tao I (high to lower)

‘ping 4y You (intimate)

16 T (humble)

Nno Little man or fellow
B¢ Small fellow

In Viet Nam, men ugsually héve three names.. For example, Tr&n
could be a surname, Vdn the middle name, and Ian the personal name.
Sométimes the middle name 1s a part of the surname and cannot be
changed. TP%n~V5n, for example, 1s‘a gub-clan of the Trdn claﬁ.
Therefore, Van 1s an integral part of the name. Women also have three
names. In the name V3 Tai lhﬁc,-ThL indicates a female but there has
been a tendency in récent years for women %0 forgo the female d}asai—
fier and substitute a name of beauty, V3 Thi Phﬁc_theﬁ, might be-
come V& H6ng Phfic ("Pink Happiness®™ instead of "Miss Happiness”).
"Another alternative 1s to maintaln the classifler wﬁile adding a name
as in VO Thj Héng Phiic. Women usually use their own family or clan
name after marriage.

Two geneélogies were obtained in Cém An (see Charts 4 and B Yo
These not only 1ndicate kinship relatlonshlps, but also occupations
land localities. On Chart A, the iInformant recited the information

without reference to the gla phd or family -book. The first of the

7>



12 generations lived in thé 36£h year of Cdnh Hing, or the middle of
the 17th centufy. The informant, Phgm Hiéh, was o member of the ninth
generation. On Chert A, 1t should be noted that middle names are
dropped'or‘changed but on Chart B, Van, as the name of the sub-clan,

remeins the same from one generation to the next.
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CHART A

PATERNAL

MATERNAL

Ist GENERATION A A T o A = 0 ]
No brothers Pham -hung-Khdnh Binh -thi-Huynh Dinh-Nhon Unknown
or sisters Native doctor Fisherman
I L I 1
2nd GENERATION A T o A T 0 A T 0o A
Pham - Quang Nguyén -thi-Du Pham -hluNghiém Nguyén -thi Si Dinh-Y Trén-thi-Hué Binh-Qug
Trader Trader Native dactar Hauseholder Fishing Cém-Hdi Unmarried
Fishing
[ ) r g r 1
3rd GEN./EGO/ A ¥ o A 0 A F 0 A =F 0 A - o A = 0
Phom - T4 Trén-thi-Phet Pham-Binh | Nguyén.thiNhim Pham-Hién { Trdn-thi Bdng  Pham-Lé | Nguyén-thi-Diét Binh-Nia Nguyén-thi Ton  Dinh-Tra Trdn-thi-Trai
Fisherman Fishing Fisherman | Fishing Native Doctor’s An-Ban Cém Hai An.Ban An-Bdn
' doctor daughter from Fishing Fishing Fishing Fishing
68 years | Cdm-Hdi
old
f 1 ’—_ [ ¥ r 1 r 1 r 1
4th GEN. A = 0 A A 0O = A A == O A = O A +0 O = A A == O 0
Pham-Thich | Trdn thi Manh (died No children Pham-Phung Nguyéh-t-| Pham-Nam Pham Hinh | Nguyén t. Pham-Dich | Giang-thi- Dinh-S& { Chdn-thi- Dinh-thi | Husband Binh-Trd- | Trdn-thi- Binh-thi-
Agriculture | C4m-Héi young) (5) Ndm | Fisherman Fisherman | Luong Agriculture| Luong Fishing Chi Ton |in Fishing Td Lanh
+ fishing Agriculture Fishing (60) Fishing Agriculture Fishing Faifo {(17)
62 years
oid
r y —h r 1 — —/
5th GEN. A = O A == O A A A A = O A=0 A A A
Pham -Thich | Léthi-Phu Pham Tusng | Dudng-thi Pham Ndm  Pham Ni Pham My Pham Lich| Nguyén-thi- Pham- D& Léthi Binh- Binh- Children Binh -
Agriculture Cdm Hai  Poultry Tiép Agricul - Mua Fishing  Thiét Hoach Ta Unknown Thién
Agriculture (ducks ) Dién Bdng {15) (7) (5) ture Cam-Hdi CdmH& Cam (8) (4) (2)
( ducks) Agriculture An
r )
6th GEN. A 0 0 A A
Pham-Phudc  Pham-thi- Pham thi  Phom Bic Pham Su
IO years old Thudng Nho (73} {4)
(15) (12)
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CHART B

THE INFORMATION FOR THIS CHART WAS GIVEN BY A BOAT OWNER, AGED ABOUT 54, 'WELL VERSED

IN CHINESE CLASSICS; HE IS AN IMMIGRANT TO CAM-AN AND HAS SERVED AS VlLLAGE CLERK. HE NOW
LIVES IN HAMLET II. HE COULD NOT REMEMBER THE NAME OF HIS GRAND FATHER'S' 'BROTHER'S WIFE

OR THE GRAND MOTHER'S BROTHER'S WIFE. FOR OTHER NAMES HE HAD TO REFER TO THE FAMILY
BOOK. BELOW ARE NAMES OF 5 GENERATIONS WITH TWO ASCENDING AND TWO DESCENDING.

AN 1 O (FFF)
Trdn-vdn-Ludng Ping thi-Dong
— |
¥ ) 1
Ist GENERATION Q A = o = 0{2} A A
Trdn thi-Phude  Trdn-wan Long Nguyén - thi-Phi Nguyén-thi-Em  Unknown
(died young)  Cdm-Héi Thénh - Thuy Dién-Minh
Agriculture Agriculture Agriculture
L 1
2nd GENERATION A = 0 o{2) = = 0fl) 0
Trdin-viin.Man Ha-thi-Hd  Trdn-thi Lai Trén-van-Ut Té thi Chép Trdn-vdn-Cho Trén- thi Thu

Fém-Hai Céin Thonh  Cém-Hdi Cém Hai Cém An (disappeared) ( died yolng)
Trader Trading Agriculture Agriculture Fishing
T T 1
31d /EGO/ o(n = A o2 A = 0 A = o 0 = A
Ha -thj- QuésE Trén vén: S thiLoo Trén-vin | Ngsthily Trdn vin Trdn-win  Trdn.vdn- | Dinh-thi-Khuy Tréin-thi-Thdo Np;lyfr'lhbn
Khénh - Binh Sién gm Hai  Chia cam- Minh KE Bt Can-Hai Fishing i -Hai
{ far away} Trading rading  Trading | Thanh {10} {9) Cém Hai Trading iculture
Agriculture Trading Now
Cam-An (i)
Fishing +
Trading
| 1 - T 1 r 1 T 1
41h_GEN. Q ——|—' A A T ® 0= A A T Q A =0 A = 0 0O — A 0 ¥ A A
Tedin Unknown  Tran Trdn Unknawn Trin Trdn Trin Nguyén  Trdn: Nguyén Trdn Truong-  Nguyén- Trudng - Nguyén -
thi Cém vdn 1 i Trung von thi vinh thi vdn thi “thi van- thi- wan- van-
Do Thanh  Hdt i Tdy Phudc B Kigu  Quang | Hén Tran Qay Nghiém  Tiém Thoo . Tai Bia
Cam cém cdm | som  cam San Cém Vinh cam Cém Cam- Com-
Thonh Thonhr - Thanh | Ninh{far) Thanh | Ninh Hai Ho Hdi Héi Hai Hai
Fishing Trading Trading] Trading Troding | Trading  Agricuiture Agricullure Agricullure  Fishing Fishing {10}
| e ma— ] I"'—_"ﬁ — 1 | | —
Sth_GEN. o A A A A A A 4] A
Unknown Trén vér 11 Thin e gk Trdn «3n Ba  Trdn van Thin  Tran thi Chi Truong win Chiéu
(4] 2; San Nerh o ) Cam Hdi
r32 (6}

NB (I} = First wife
(2) = Second wite




CHART C

A A o REFERENTIAL TERMINOLOGY

C6 bd C6 ba
Ong béc Ong ndi | Ba ndi Ang ngoai| Bad ngoai
ols vl .
O|b Yib Y B (5 OB
Dugng | €6 Bic | Bdcgdi  Chi Thim Cha Me Céu Md Dugng Di Cdu Mo
Chi Anh Bdc Co Chd Thim Chi EGO Vo Céu  Duong Di Chi Anh
( Ho ndi ) ( Ho ngoai )
Chau  Chdu Chau  Chau Con Con Con Chau Chau
gai trai gai trai ddu

Chdu Chau Chau
noi noi ddu

chit  Chit Chit  Chat
ddu ré



| GHAPTER IV

RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AND CEREMONIES

Religion and essoclated beliefs and ceremonies are an'infegral
rart of everyday life in d&m An, Therefore, it would be presumptu~-
ous to pretend to do more than outline some of the more important
Teatures of this aspect of village culture.. Some attempt has been
made to ferret out and conceptualize the varlous bellefs ﬁnd practices

-for purposes of exposition, For example, we distinguish between
Buddhism, or & so-called (reat Tradition, and whale veneration, or
a I1ttle Tradition; we separate hamlet or territorial ceremonles,
such as the glgg_rites, from individual oceremonles of exoreclsing
evil spirits. It must be emphasized, however, that these disarimi-
nations are the writer's meahé of slicing tha totallity of the re-
iigious life of the fisherman for purposes. of understandiﬁg and clars
ity. They in no way reflecﬁ the world viéwJof the villager who is
engaged in a precarious oocupatibn, thé suCEess or fallure Af which
@epends upon "correct" religious and ritualistic behavior regardless
of catesqry. 

The peasent lives in a world of naturel phenomena--birth, death,
sickmess, natural disaster; he exists from day to day, continua;iy
f1ghting starvation and death. His world is £11led with spirits,
ghosts and godé, both evii éﬁé-benign,rwho influence the course of
nafural events and survival itself. Tt would be incorrect to 847 -

that he attempts to manipulate events or control the spirits and
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‘gods. Rather, he worshﬁps,erneratee{or”exorcisea;thé;latter by prac-
ticing “correct" rituals, Thewfisherman{S'home eotitalns an elaborate
- Buddhlst. altar in its center; he teneretes his anoestors, worships
_the whele and the Goddess of‘the:iienents;-he consults ‘a fortune telle
.er tpl;eern_auspicious dates for fishing, narrioge; and many other
tosks,and etento;'he preys to-the:hamletﬂgenie and clan founders for
.protection, and he exorcises evil spirits through numerous symbolio
acts.,- Buddhism, animism, ancestor worship, and other such sophisti-
cated classiffcations are not meaningful distinctions to the villager.
Ina whgle__ce'r_émony described below, for example, elemsnts of all of
theseherearoond, There are numerous entities from whom protection 1is
soughts7the whale,. the clan founders, Buddha, the viliege'genie;f'The
world of. the;{ unknown 1s more compléx than the rea'lm'of"-t:he- known.
-In the discnssionsthat foiloﬁa} religioge,be;;efe'end practices

.. are divided according to their asaooﬁt&onprimai‘ily' with the .gf-oup,
;the:enoeators, or the individual, Cathollcism, which has recently

. been:introduced, 1s treated separately.

ﬁ.. Group Praotices

In v1et Nam, as 1n other parts of Asia, a rather clear diatino-
tion can be made among group 3 ancestor and individual religious be=
havior.11 Group practices encompass the local territorial group--'

e hamlet or villegen-whereas the other two center about the family,
relatives, and the dead. In c&m An, three "oults exist whioh are
”associated with the well-being of the hamlet-' The Whale, the Pr;noess

of the Elements, and the Elnh Genie‘r
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1. Worship of the Whale. To the fishermen of C&m An, the whale

1s their god of protection. WNot unlike the Biblical tale of Jonah and
fhe qh@le,-ﬁiglizi (Mr. Fish) 1s the guardian of the fishermaﬁls 1life.
Whale worship and the assoclated ceremonles, therefore, are the most
fmportant and grandiose 1n the village. Each hamlet in C&m An former-=
ly Ead a whale shrine and an adjacent graveyard for the ﬁurial of
whale remgins. Howéver, two of the shrines were destroyed and the
one in Haﬁlet_I has_nof yet been replaced. If a dead whale washes up
on the beach, or if one is encountered at sea, the fishermen bring 1t,
plece by plece, to the cemetgrles where burial pites'are conducted.
A number of fishermen sald that they do not relish the prospect of
coming upon degd whales because burial 1s expensive and time oonsume
ing. The meat and by-products of the huge creature are not utilized.
The largest whale shrine, in Hamlet III faclng the sea, 1s an
1mpbsing sight. A large building houses the altar, and on the grounds
are a big témb and a stone entrance gate. Thils shrine, ¢onstructed
thirty years ago, was destroyed by the Viet Minh and rebullt in 1958
- with the ald of funds from the gég organization. Since whale wor-
ship 18 the most important rite in the village, fishermen do hot
heslitate to cdntribute to the upkeep of shrines and the conduct of
ceremonies. | | “
The whalé ceremonles, which mark the changes in the‘fighing
cyole, are célébrated twice a year. The first‘occhrs in ﬁhe_first
lunar montﬁ shortly after the Tét, or Vietnamese New Yeﬁr; ghdimarks

the'beginning of the deep sea fishing season. The second rite, which
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.. ends deep sea fishing end dpena ‘the offshore season 1s held in the

. Seventh or elghth lunar month, Following is a description of two

. ceremonles, in Hamlets I and LTI, at the beginning of the deep sea

.j'fishing period. . _ B

. la) Hamlet I. On the 12th‘'day of the first luner month,-éhe
day before the research team arrived in the village, Thén I;or An
Bﬁng; conoluded its whale cremony.. The village chief, a resident of
An Béng, desoribed in detall the ceremony which is known ss 16 T6 KY

' Two committees were initiated to organize the. rites, the cult

commiﬁtee.{ban.té tu) ahd the studenf-committee'(ban‘hoc ginh). The

R culf committeels duty‘waé to bﬁy flowers and decorate the altars and
village hall (dlnh) where the rites were to be held. ' In addition,

this committee was responsible for writing,iin‘black Chinese characters
~on red sorolls, the‘speeches.which would be delivered. Members of the
-gtudént committee, on the other hand, carried candles aﬁd‘Jossticks in
-the_procﬁtsion and acted as prompters for the master of ceremonies.
‘This committee wes composed of literate married men.

‘A whale ceremony, more elaborate than ususl, 1s supposed to be
held;eveﬁyffive &e&rs with the agreement that everyone in the hamlet
will JOin'to'pdj the costs. Iast'year’s celebfation“ﬁaa fhe'largéét
* 8ince the war and the Thén I résidents contributed more than VN 2,000,

..The ceremony wes divided. 1nto & preliminary rite (L& tﬁc xét)
from 10 to 11:30. 2 .M., and a main rite {lé chénh) from 9 to 11 Pp.m.

- Food was offered and 1ncenae and ;osaticks burned in the mprn;ng gereo

Y

mony .
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' Prlor.to the evening ceremony, a lantern procession brought the

imperial decree, which tells of -the achlevements of the village found-

er, to the_Dlnh. Three previously deslgnated village elders conducted

the ritusls in front of the mein altar (chénh té) and the two side al-

tars (phﬁn‘hién). The Pinh at the time of the oeremony was arranged

as follows:.

T ———

Altar

0 Phén hién

[=]

0
Joss
Candle stick
Holder holder

0 :
Speech reader

0
Drum beater

Main Altar.
Altar : ‘
0 Chdnh té " 0 Phfn hibn
o o 6 o
.Joss ‘Joas~
Candle stick Candle atiok

Holder

Band -

holder . Holder halder

0
| Gong beater

i 0 Master of

Ceremony

- 0vAgsistant

Master of -
Ceremony

The X 6n5, or master of ceremonies, directed the proceedings by

announcing the steps to be taken by the attendants, such &8 who, sheuld

bow first and how many times each should bow.

Behind him_the.nhds

Eﬂgﬁﬁ? or assistant, stood ready to- prompt the xuéng 1f he fongof any

of the details. The assistant 18 the expert on rituals.

The two men

" were dressed in traditional Vietnamese garb-«blaock turban and the

7%
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'oeremonial blueutuniclwithIWidefeleevee over & black tunic‘and'white
trousers. The‘village couneil members and respected elders from:neigh—
boring hemlets were guests at the ceremony.

It is noteuordw'that, 1nsofér as we could discover, the van and
th6n~ggn chiefs‘had no important role in this fishermanis eeremony.
Furthermore, the.ceremony was held 1in the ngg_since the whale shrine
has not been restored and contributions were received from pesidents
of the hamlet as a whole. 'Apparently, the whale ceremony in An Bang
is merging with the more generalized Dlnh rituals and losing some of
the more distinctive features found_in the ceremony-conducted by Hem-
let III. | |

(b) Hamlet ITI. In principle, this celebration for Ong 04 was
to be a JOintneffort of Hamlets II and III, but the reeidents of Ham~
let III, or Phude Trach, played thennajor role in planning; contri-
butions, and actuel participation. At first we were i-t'&terested in the
ways in which the two hamlets would cooperate, coordinate, and diVide
‘the labor and honor. But as our research continued, we found that
Hamlet II wﬁs only a nominal partner in thefcelebration,

Whén the ceremony wes_beinglplanned the village zgghchief, who
resides in Hamlet 1‘1.1, called & meeting of the thon th"chiefs of the
two: hamlets to decide on @ date for the oelebration and the amount of
contributione required from 22_'membere.. The amount depende upon
whether fiehing was good in the preceding year, if it Wae, an opera
‘performance would be held. In drdinary yeare the oontribution is from

VN$ 20-30 per van household, but last year the aeseesment was higher
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because of the decision to hold the operas  VN$ 200 fopr owners of big
boats, VN§ 150 fof medium boats, and VN§ 50 and VYN$ 30 for owners of
smal}.boats and ordinary fishermen. Those not engaged in fishing
gould contribute 1if they wished. Ultimately, the contributions
reached VN$ 15,000, of which VN 7,200 was allocated to pay & 15
member opera troupe from nearby H§1 An. The observance was set for
the 21st day of the first lunar month.

The ceremony in fhe shrine was preceded by a procession, be-
ginning at 10 a.m. by 20 van members dressed in traditional clothing
and & ggﬁ_gé (21s0 called chdnh bd1), or cult master. Four men cars
ried the portable shrine ﬁhich contained‘the imperial decree (act~
ually the decree was destroyed during the war so the shrine contained
only an incense burner). Two shrine assistants carried the handarin
parasols, six played classical Vietnamese mugiecal 1natruments; and
elght carried national flags. One df the flag bearers led the pro-
cession and the ggﬁﬁgé‘brought up the rear.

This group marched several kilometers north along the beach and
then refurned to the maiﬁ shrine for rest and refreshments. Aftere
wards, the band tuned up again. and proceeded along the beach to the
south. In their march beside the sea, the van members 1ﬁploréd the
1iving whales and other sea divinities to Join the fiahermén'dnd the
spirits of the dead whales in the ceremonies and festivities.

At about 3 p.m., after the procesgion was over, a cereﬁohy,
‘aimilar to the one described in Hamlet I, was held in the whﬁie shrine.
A pevilion or tent had been erected next to the shrine and lﬁoéllped-

dlers and merchﬁnts had set up refreshment stalls in the immediate area.
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At 10 p.m. the opers performance began and several thousand people
gathered to eat, drink, gamble, and enjoy the entertainment until
4 a.m. the follewing morning. At 10 a.m. on the 22nd the people"again _
assembled and the opera played until 6 in the afternoon. TIts themes
dealt with classical Vietnamese stories, legends and heroes.

Although the van chief is the principle figure in the organiza-
tion-and conduct of the ceremonies and festivities, the'igglmembers
each year elect 8 ghﬁ_té (eult mester) and two assistants, the ghﬁg
_ Eié&* The ghﬁ‘té-must be a:respectable married‘man who 18 dn expert
in ritual and whose age 1s competible with the year'in'which he 1s
elected. No Widower or divorced man is acceptable because he might
‘bring bad luck to the fishermen. The' gh&_tg acts as the representa-
,tive of the van members and villagers in "dealing" with the whales.
Onee the festivities are over, deep sea fishing begins. At_the
. end of the season, another more simple ceremony is held, both to give
thanks for past protection and to plead for a prosperoastoffshOre '

. fishlhg season,

( Other Group Ceremonies. The particular gods worshipped in

villages in: Viet Nam vary by region. In cam An the people worship

B Ngu Hﬁnhlz, or the Goddeas of the‘Five Elements--metal wood, fire,
water,—ahd earth. Villagers invoke her proteotion and avoid her
wrath, the latter being detrimental t0jthe‘harmony and safety of the
village. It 1s believed, for examﬁle,_that_the.dedess.of Fire shous
her”anger bj setting fire-to hoases or.bbats.' These'gods arekealled

“natural gods® to distinguish them from devils and evil spirits whose
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actions are entirely of a wicked nature. Each hamlet has & shrine
for tﬁe worship of the "matural gods" where annual ceremonies are
held;’

IAB mentioned previously, religlous rites are celebrated at 1easq
once a year in the EQE shrines to venerate the founders of the EQE
and‘village. In these ceremonies, the protection of the founders
15 sought for the resldents of the Eéﬂ: ‘

The other 1mportant hamlet~wide . ceremonles are held 1in the
thén dlnh which is a gathering place for the entire community. Each
EEQE has 1ta oan cult committee composed_af five village elders, or

thén hlo nhén si, who have high prestige in the hamlet. Before a

celebration in the dloh the elders call together members of the xém
or gia to declde the date of the ceremony and the amount each
family should'contribute. The most lmportant dinh ceremony of the
year is the gé&iﬁlin,the first lunar month. Its purpose 1s to call
on the guardlan spirit of the village to bring peece and prosperity.
Another ceremony at the dlnh 18 the TruEgIThu, or Autumn Féhtiva;,

celebrated in thae eighth lunar month.

B. Ancestor Veneratlon

Ceremonies, rites, and bellefs related to ancestors and the
~dead in rural Viet Nem are a blend of local folk beliefs with Bude
dhism, Confucianism, and Taoism, It is difficult to identify one -
or another belief or ceremony with any particular religious group--
1ng, but Buddhism seems to have had the most important 1nfluenoe S

uppn oontemporary religious practioes. The Thanh Minh rites in the
T _ ! i _
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spring and fall, for gkﬁmplé; ‘are held 1in Buddhist témpleé and eon-
duoted by Buddhist priests. However,'confucianism-iérapparent even
in these cereméniés with emphasis on hierarchy, discipline, and the
family. HMuch of the mysticism-shbroﬁnding beliefs and praétices may
be a,rgsuit df Taoist influence., Informants in the village éstimated
that between 95 and 100 per cent of the people would label themselves
Buddhist. |

,Reggrdleés of théir origins the beliéfs and practices surround-
ing ancestor veneration play an important part in the religious life
of the village. Household altars and their ornamgnts are kept-gleaned'
and polished; graves are maintained; aigns‘}rom'the dead are sought
on numerous occasions. Faillure to cabry‘but proper riﬁﬁhls and pfac-
tices may lead ﬁo‘31ckness, economic failure, and uﬁhappiﬁéss. The
veneration of ancestors 1is primarily the dqty of members of the ex-
tended patrilineal family. Although women.particlpate fn the venera-
tion of the deceased of their immediate families, 1f 1s the responsi-
bilityfbf male members to 1n1tiate and perform the ceremonial dutiés
hqﬁoring male ancestors. | | :

Burlal ritea are related to the ancestor conoeption and, acgords
ingly, the duties oonnected with funerals and mourning fall on the
living relativea. The patrilineal biaa 15 shown most clearly in the
longer time required for mourning relatives on the patrilineal side.
The period of mourning becomes less, also, as one moves farther out

on the lateral line.



"' Male members of a cianfgather once a year to venerate the clan
founders and seek‘their protectioﬁ. 'These'ceremonies.are carried out
‘in the variode clan shrines throughout the village.

It should become &pparent that there 1s a close reiationsﬁip
in- C&m An‘between the living and the dead. The dead Q-'igg; clan
'andfvillage founders, and ancestors of varlous degrees~- are vener-
ated throughout the year; thelr protection and guldance 1s sought'
they are respected through ritual and feared 1f they have” been ne-

glected or improperly treated. ' .

C. TIndlvidual Practloe o | o
In addttion te the gpguﬁ bellefs ‘and ceremonies, there are a
number of quasi-religlous prectinee that are‘aSSOEfeted"meiﬁly with
the_individual. of primary_ihportanoe 1n,C&m”An, as 1in othep rural
ehd urban districts.in Viet«N&m, 18 a persenws birtt'aate._ Each .
{ndividusl at birth 1s placed under one of five stars and one of
the twelve animals of the Zodlac. ”Befote undertaking any important,
or sometimes even a minor ventﬁre, a pereon must consult an oeeuit-
1s¢ whb caﬁ Inform him of_an gusplelous date for the uﬁdertak}ﬁg.
This ‘is an espeeially important. consideratioﬁ in the arrhngement of
'a marriage (see Chapter 1IT) and choosing an auspieious date for a.
| weadmng- | _ _ |
Bafore the deep ‘sea fishing period,_fishermen visit an occult-
ist who: will reveul the ausplelous time for each to celebrate the
,openingvorwhdsv1nﬂividua1“riahing seaeon1 Eaeh peraon 15 givén a

dabe and hour oompattble w&th his Bign of thé Zedmmc an@ itﬁ’%‘;*;‘
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relatlonship to the stars, .A Tishermen may kmow from experience, for
éxample, that the best time o begin a fishing trip 1s at 4 a.m., but
ir he 1s, told that his hour oﬁ a partlicular day 1s 10 a.m., he will
walt until then to begin his fishing year. At 10 s.m. he will go to
the sea and s&mbolically wet hils net, aﬁ act consldered important for
prosperity in the season to come. His "Inaugurél Day" ceremony com-
pieted; he will join the other fishermen at % a.m. on tﬁe followlng
day and set bﬁt to sBea.

The sea, the sky, and the viliage are inhabited by numerous
evil apirits or demons. Whenever 111 health strikes or the fish are
not pleﬁtiful, the Individual attempts to abpease the gpibits who
often are dauSiqg the troublé; ~Sometimes they ére aﬁpeased or exor-
dlsed thr6dgh a pr&diﬁbner?md sometimes tﬁé.iﬁdividuéi.undergoes
‘private éxbrtations, dépending:updn cﬁuse and seriousness of the prob-
lem. Sorcery and witcheraft are not ﬁnkncwn in Cém An, but we were
unable to gather much reliable data on these manisfestations of in-

dividual religlous behavior and belief.

D. Catholicism
A leader of the Catholice éroupjin Cém An estﬁh%tes that 15 fam-
1;133, or about 50 people, have recently-beenlconvqifed to Cathelleism.
Although the Catholic groub 18 humerioally insignificent in the vil-
lage, some,discussion»of'the-religion 1s 1ncluded here because of cer-
taln attitudes 1trintrodﬁces relative to stability and'change.
Generally, villagé elders and notables expressed disdain for -

Catholiclsm due to their interest in preserving their conoceptilon of
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trﬁﬁitional customs and;vélues.r'Apparently, propégators of the Cath-
olic faith in Cém An have emphasized the lncompatability of "ancestor
worship" 12 with Christian dogma. A recent convert stated, for ex-
ample, "I was converted tecause I felt 1t was wrong to worship the
degd; Before I used to gamble a lot, but Catholleism has been good
for me énd I no longer drink and gamble." The abolition of this
~important aspect of village life seems incomprehenslble, nbt only

to the elders and conservatlves, but to the majérity of the villag-
ers. | _
| The villagers heve a broad range of religious beliefs and prac-
.tices which are related to thelr livellhood and their daily and
yearly round of activities. Apparently, attempts to alter fhese be-
liefs or their manifestations are met with open resentment and host-

1l1ty.
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E. Taboos: Menstruation, Childbirth, and Sickness

Another form'off"1ndiv1dua1“rbe11ef, whether considered religious
or nbt,,is the taboo, A taboo mignt be defined as the avoidence of
certaln behaviour which-fo pracﬁiee, et least at certain times,; would
bring 111 fortune., In clm An, and 1n Viet Nam generally, these taboos
are concerned mos tly with menstruation, childbirth, and sickness.

During the menstrual pericd, it 1s believed, wormen must avoid
hard work and water. One female 1nformant steted that women should
'not:bathe from the time the period starts until one week after 1t has
.ended. "1f weter gets on the body, a woman may get sick. I donft
: 'really know the reason-why we should not take a bath, but we hﬁve'been
told to stay away from water. Some people say that if we take e bath
during our period,‘our bones will be stiffened when we are old." Men-
struating women are alsofforbidden to go near the sea, ¢ross over
bridges, or go lnto streams and rivers for fear of polluting the nater
and bringing bad luck to fishermen.

. wOmen are not allowed to partieipate in rituals durlng their
perlods, particularly in those ceremonles which involve bowing in
front of the altar, because, as one sald, "we are not cleannrituaily-':
at that time. ﬁe muet avold paesing_templesy enrines; end_other.re- o
ligious places.! A woman must avoid eefing sonr‘fruits, such a8 lem-
ons and orenées,'rpr fear of lengthening:tne menstruel period which
laste from three to five days. JShe 1s not supposed to have sexual

Intercourse with her husband during this time.
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. Durlng pregnancy, bi:-egst fe‘ed.ing of older children 1s usuwally
discontinued because the wéman‘s millc 1s considered bad for the nurs-
ing child!s health. But this 1s not always true (see Chapter III).
A wo&én muat avoid certailn practlces which may be ultimately detri-
mental fo the health of the unborn child. cértain kinds of food,
especially chicken, guava, and bananas (chuéi su), must be avoided.
Chicken may cauaé phong, a kind of skin disease, and guavé and bhan-
éna may cause_the chii& to suffér from a furuncular condition and
constipation. Except'for these restrictions, the pregnant woman may
eat whatever she likes, for after childbirth she must follow a very
strict diet. ‘According' to an old village saying, "good food must be.
sought and eaten during pregnancy, for after childbirth, while con-
fined in bed, & woman is not allowedlto eat for a long time." 1In
. other words, she sﬁould take édvantage of the situation whlle she
can. |

For the first three or four days after childbirth, a Cdm An
mother eats only rice.with salt and pepper. After thls, she may
dadd fish sauce until the tenth day.' From then on she is allowed to
eat fish and meat. After giving birth 2 woman must be confined for
at least ten days but the length pf confinement varles dccording to
financlal status. The more wealthy women, who do not have to work,
may remain 1p bed for as long as one month.

Babies are delivered at home or at a meternity clinic awey from
the village. Most of the village women prefer a local midwife to

the clinic because the cost is less--only VN$ 50 per delivery if the
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case 1s simple and VN$ 100 if.it 1s complicated. The maternity clinic
may charge more than VN$ 1000.
A pumber of tahoos are related to slckness., The most common 111~

nesses in the village are cam gld, cam ndng, and cam,ndéc,caused by

the wind, the'sun, and the water, respectively. Although these 11ls
usuallﬁ are_not serlous, preventive measures are taken in ofder to a~
vold complieations. If a person has cam gid, he must Eeep warm and
away from the wind; someone with cam.néng must avold the sun. A per-
son suffering from any of these conditlons 1s forbldden to bathe for
fear of lengthenlng and aggravating the disease, Rice soup 1s the ma]-
or food eaten during 1llness. | |

The village doctor, or thdy lang, 1s a native physiclan and drug-
glst. -He diagnoées diseases and prescribes medleclne, usually charg-
ing VN$ 50 to 70; Although native mediclne 1s ﬁredominant, there 1s
a growlng téndency, according to & trained nurse who lives and works
in the v111age; for-patients'to use western medlcines, eapecially
aureomycin. He sald: "They (the viliagers)”are st1ll 1lliterate and
cannot understand the exlstence of germs. Generally, they walt too
long to bring the patient fo me. In some caseg, the lllness 18 30
serious thet there 18 no way to cure 1t. People use all'softs of
plant leaves for any kind of 1llness. I also practlice tradltlonal as

well as western medicine."”
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_CHAPTER V

ASPIRATIONS AND THE FUTURE

To some extent, villagers! lives will be influenced by thelr
asplrations and concepts of ﬁha£ the future holds. In c&m in, we
found that the.people_are essentially conservative and particular-
1stlc. No one has grandiose schemes for radical innovation; every-
one 1srconc¢rned wlth the world of C&m An and his own problems.

Unlike some areas 1ln the southern Mekong Delta, the people of
c&m in look to Saigon as a kind of Mececa. All Informants stated
a desire to visit Saigon, elther for pleasure or for employmgnt.

A typical‘rémark was that 6f a 22-year old tallor: "If I had money
I would visit Saigon bedauﬁe I have heﬁrd many people talk about
‘the place. There are many zoos, parks; bridges, and nioe_bﬁildihgs.
These bulldings are sald to be brought back from abroad. Of course,
the first trip would be for pleasure, but if there were any_chancé
to stay there, I would." | | o

A 27-year oldlunmarried woman staﬁed§ "I would like to go to
Salgon to wak becausé life 1in fhe villﬁge 1z hard. Mysmother had
been to Saigbh before aﬁd through her I have-léarnedlthat Saigon
1s & very gay oity. She says theve are mapy interesting things in
Séigon‘such a8 heavy traffic.all déy long and beautiful parks and
ZOO0B .. Working in Saigon would be very exclting.”

H A village elder Informed us that he would like to send his son,

who had recently been dlscharged from the army, to Saigons “After_
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the presidential election I hope he will go to Saigon and find a
| Job. I have heard frbm many people who have been 1n Sailgon that there
are SO many things one canrdo over thére. My son may get a Job at an’
1ce creaﬁ counter, at a laundry or be employed as a tea pagker. If
hé earns some extra money, he éan send 1t back to me."

TS what extent these dreams: will be reallzed 1s unknown but" thus
far in Cém An there has been né apparent pattern of out-mlgration to
Sailgon. lﬁowever, since the "pull® of the clty exlsts, 1f fishlng does
not 1mprové or 1f the security situation worsens, 1t caﬁ be expected
that for some the wish to move will be fulfilled.

Most 1lnformants expressed‘the bellef that thére should be some
change in the future, ﬁut the kinds of change or the ways in which
change should occur were vagueiy defined. A typilcal remarkrwés ﬁhat-
of a village elder: "I would like to see a changé in fishing methods
introduced Into the villége, because now we use véry primitive meth=-
ods, The govérnment_éhould take the initiative in bfingiqg aboutl
gome chénges.because'ﬁe éanﬁot‘do'it'by 6uﬁ§éi§es;" In:gengral, the
people of C&m An aspire to a higher living*standard ﬁut the means of
attalning 1t are not ciear. .Altbough asked, none of our 1nformants
could design a plan for realizing théir idea of é better way of 11fe;
The'feeling was best conveyed by é middle~aged fishermati: "We would
like to hﬁve a nlce house and much money so that we ﬁould not have to
worry about starvation. Pishing work 1s. not very steady. For example,
T onlvaork three or four days a.week._ Most of the time I baby sit
and help my wife sell cakes. I think the only way to beqome rich 1s

to win the lottery.”
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wvoThareriﬁiaiﬁiéespread belief that change should or!d0es coﬁe
fron outslde the village, that the people of the village cannot con-
trol their own destiny. Ome man seid: "We ought to have community
development projects based upon our own needs and desires, but this
can only be done with the help of officlals from the district or the
pro&ince who probably do not share our opinions. We don!t have the
money %o carry out projects 50 we have to listen to outside 1deas."
Another told us: "Most of the people want a lighthouse at the en-
trance of the riﬁer inlet 1n order to avoid collisions and accidental
deaths.  When 1t 1é‘foggy people cannot see thelr way back and too
often the boats collide. Iast year there were 12 deaths due to the
lack Sf a llghthouse. The goverﬁment ought to bulld us & light-
house, we cannot do 1t ourselves."”

Aﬁtitudes and asplrations reflecf the limited, partlcularistic
world view of the villager. Educated, urbanized Salgonese are con-
cerned with Communism, war, American ald, and travel abroad; the
people- of Ccim An are worrled about sipknesé, poverty, death, and
immadiate problems of exisfenee. When asked about change and the
future, mosf villagers discuesed matteréllimited to thelr own spe-.
~elfle fiekh of interests. An elder in charge of certain village cer-
emonles wanted to see rituals simplified to reduce costs; school
teachers wanted better school roomb and more books; the vlllage tallor
hoped for more awareness of new fashlons in clothing; parents longed
for proper marriages for their children; fishermen talked of new nets

énd boats, a lighthouse, and an effective marketing cooperative. In



short, ‘the people of Cam An-areahopeful'of gredual life improvement

and security.
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. FOOTNOTES

J. Donoghue and Vo Hong Phuc, My Thuan: The 3tudy of
State Un-

8 Delta Village in South Viet Nam, Michigan
‘iversity, Saigon, May 1961,

Truong Ngoc Glau and L. Woodruff, My Thuen: Adminis-
trative and Financial Aspects of a Village in south
Viet Nam, Michigan State University, Sailgon, July 1961.

L. Allen énd Pham Ngoc An, A Vietnamese District Chief
in Action, M3UG and NIA, Salgon, May 1961,

Introduction

-3

Chapter I
6

See Gerald C. Hickey, The Study of a Vietnamese Rural
Community - Sociolog& Michigzan State University,
Sailgon, January 196

James B, Hendry,”The Study of a Vietnamese Rural Com-~
munity - Economic Activity, Michigan State University,
1959; L. W. Woodruft, The Study of a Vietnamese Rural
Community - Administrative fetivity, two volumes,
Michlgan state University, Salgon, May 1960; J. Don-
oghue and Vo Hong Phuc, op. ecit.

For a brief survey of the History of Quang Nam Province,
see Allen and An op. cit., pp. 27-43,

See Donoghue and Vo Hong Paue, op. cit., pp. 22-44,

We were not satisfled wlth our attempt to estimate
énnual income per family in Cam An. However, some in-
formants seemed more articulate than others on the sub-
Ject and following 1s a tentative estimation based upon
information supplied by our bést solirces. '

1lst to 5th lunar month VN$ 8,000

6th to 9th lunar month i - 2,000
. 9th to 12th iunar_monthl J 21000_
Total 12,000
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Chapter II
7

10

Chapter IV
11

12

13

Total VN$ 12,000

costs such as nets and

other eguipment 5!000
average cash income per 7,000
family#** '

*income from lebor in other fishing areas such as Phan
Rl, Than Rang, Nha Trang, or Binh Thuan,

##Informants said that ‘this figure might be a 1little
high for the poorest families, but added that there
1s little difference between the poor ‘and the well-
to-do villager.

The English terms were found in K. Kuronuma, A& Check
Iist of Fishes of Viet Nam, Division of Agric uilture
and Netural Resources, United States Operations to
Viet Nam, January 1961,

Com means rice, an 1ndication of the minute size of
the fish. : :

Information supplied by village chief and village
budget .

In the next chapter (Kinship, Marriage and the Family)
~we shall see the third lmportant non-official soclo-
logical unit whlch governs the 1life of the people of
Cam An.

. _See, op. cit., Donoghue end Vo Hong Phuc, PP. uut

‘This 1s & oollective term whioh rereraupo the five
’gpddeSSes. ) L Gop AT

The term "ancestor worship" has been avoided in this
report because of 1f's ambiguity. = Certain Cstholic
misslons, notably in China and Japan, have argued that

1t 18 not worship, as defined by the Catholie Church,

at all biut rather respect in the Christian sense and,
therefore, not incompatible with Catholic dogma.
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Chapter V
1% Before the electlon people were discouraged from leav-

ing the village. The government considered it essen-
tial for people to remain in their villages to vote.
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APPENDIX 1

Summarlzed contents of_ important documents
being acted upon in c&m An Village Office
during research period.

® official oorrespondenée No. ZEOTTP/TT/VP/M dated Pebruary 6,
. l961, asslgning Information dutles to the village Youth Commlssioner
(reference: circulars No. 5/NV dated December 7, 1960; and No. 60
BPTT.VP/M dated January 17, 1961.) |

The Commissioners or chlefs of information teams will serve
as.assistants to the.villagé Youth Commlssioners in the performance
of 1nformation dutles. .In thé provinces of South VN-West, assist-
ants to the village“Information Commissioner_will be retalned, placed _
under the supervision 6f the assiétants to the village Youth'Com~
missioﬁer and charged with information responsibilities.

In case the former Commissionérs or chiefs of-informafion teans
‘are el@cted Youth Commissioners,_the'assistanté in chgrge of inform-
-ation muat.take‘OVer*in‘erder to cérry on the information activitiea.
~The;zgggflnfprmatibn=cadre 1nicéntra1TVN who formerly recelved
rbhe?aame.allbwanaeﬂasﬁthét of é”éhiéf of an 1nfpfmation team in the
| South'wtlianoﬁadays‘adsumé the 1nformaf16n Qufies in fﬁe'gggg under
the authorlty of the Youth Commissloner in charge.of information.

A statement on the number of information centers, materials,
equipnent and village information cadres is to.be prepared and ééﬂt
%o the Information Service. o

Salaries for the iInformation cadres which were bﬁidvbjfgheuIn-

[
LR

formation Directorate will, as of February, 1961, be paid by the
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Directorate General of Youtﬁ.‘
(Bach Thén cadre receives VN$ 300; payment is made by the Dis-
trict every 4 months).
* Correspondence No. 916 HC/DB to Cénm An village from §1én BAn Dis-~
trict: VN$ 700,000 obtained from the governmment to finance the reno-
vation of the Lién-Tri and the Dé~Voﬁg dams. Work is scheduled to
start on'ﬁebruary g9, 1961,
In order to provide work for the people, especially the poor
ramiligs, i1t is requested that the villages ensure the rqllowing
labor forcq:

. -

To work on the Dé-Vong dam, 150 workers are needed:

- Cam Hal .50 workers
- Cgm He 30 workers
- Cgm Chéu - 40 workers
- CAm An 30 workers (each person working for 9 days).

Priority is to be glven to the poorest villagers who, regardless
of aex,.ﬁave never been involved in activities beneficlal to the VC
(shortage of labor should be avolded during new year's day.} A QQQE
head should be designated each day to maintain liaison with publia
works officlals in the esteblishment of the workers! 1ist. (It was
learned that each worker is paid VN$ 40 a day and allowed to work
three.(}) days.) |

Another correspondence of fhe seme date conteined the procedures
fpr concentrating the hecessary equipment (pickaxes, boats) and as-
‘serted that this was a "charitable" project. |
" Thé Dlatrictts correspondence No. 872-TC dated February 6, 1961,

said that the team of inspectors will start their inapection of the
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financial records of C%m Chﬁu village on February 8, and of other
villages in the Cdm Ph6 area.
* Teachers remind puplls to ask théir parents 1f they have checked
their’ﬁames on the voters! lilsts, and to ask thelr parents to help 1n
tﬁe preparation of electoral campaign slogans and banners.
* " (Instructions from) the Secretary of the Interior: precaution
against the VC infiltrators disguised as national soldlers; control
must be exercised over stores selling old military uniforms and the
dyelng of these_uniforms.
* Service order dated February 6, 1961, temporarily appointing
Mr. Nguygn Ngoc Anh to the position of Finance bbuncillor of C&m An
village to replace Mr., Trudng Dd&ng.

The adminiztrative status of the appointee wlll later be ad-
justed by decision of the provincial authorities.
¥ Correspondence No. T99-HC from the District: financial audit
at 30 villages; examlnatlon of letters denouncing thoge village coun-
cillors in the district for their misuse of village funds or abuse of
powers and corruption, in order to eliminate false accusations against
honést village councillors and at the same time to purilfy the ranks
of cadres.

Composltion of the lnspectlon team:

- All village notables and men of letters,

-~ Representatives of popular groups,

- Mo nominated representatives from each lién gla.

Inspection procedures:
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- Representatives of the 11én gia (interfamily groups) should be
prepared to present the finaneial problems GOMmunicated to them by the
family heads. |

- The inspectors must take into account the worries.expresaed
by therpeople and check on. every detail, |

= Extensive announcement of the lnspection to encouragé massive
popular participation. Representatives of the lién gla should carry
- all recelipts for payment $o be checked. | |

~ The inspection '_can be ma.dé 6nce or twlce agaiin and the com-
poaltion of the inspection body be modifiéd In cﬁﬂe the precedlng in-
spection 18 not effective. |
* ibrive for financial &ld to the families.of the Police Councillors
of Xuyén Thu and Xuyén My villages assassinated by the VC at 1700
_hours on- January 24, 1961: | |

Village Gouhdiilbrs 'VN$ 26

Thén chiéfs. VN 10
These contributions are needed to fulfill the obJectives of the Vil-
lage COunc:I.Ilorst Solidarity Association,
® ,Announcéménﬁ No. 11/1 from the Province. Thefrecords-and'mﬁps”
~ of the inherited. rice flelds of Thén Phudde Trach are kept at the vil-
lage hall from January 16 to March 16, 1961, 'Landoﬁners mey review
‘these records to see if they conform with thé actual'staté of‘theirl
land and ficé flelds. 5 |
Complaints should be sent to the Iand Registration SGrvice of

Quang Nam within the ahove period, or to the village council.-
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# ' Correspondence froﬁ;the-District on January 16th: distribution
of the rice supplﬁ to the people: |
= Cim An village: 3 tons

- eﬁch #illage 1s & center for selling rice.

- Flve days after the rlce supply 1s obtained from the whole-
salé shops, village councils are requested to make payment through
the District.

- the per Eﬁ.(loo kg. ) price of rice sold at the center equals
the wholeéale price at the wholesale shops plus VN$ 3 per Ei‘for un-
loading and transportation costs of VN§ .40 per ta per kilometer.

A report shbuld'be’prepared wlth the concurrence of the village Eco-
nomic Committee {names of buyers, and the price at the center).
Securitj and order should be maintained at the rice selling aenter,
Rice 1s made avallable at the wholesale shop, 27 Nguydn Thal Hge St
on January 18th. -

* District correspondence on January 18th adthorizing the village
council to getjrice from the following shops for sale to the people.

Cath payment of:VN 655$65 at the_Ti%u Béi(retéil shop )for 100 kg;
of white rice; rice of lower quality: VN 583374 plus 0$40 for trans-
portation per km., plus VN§ 3 for returning empty sacks to the seller.

| Correspondence to higher authorities'.j
* March 2nd: Letter of introguction for the village Administrative
Councillor and the village chief of Cfng Hba (Republican) Youth to |

" attend training course for polling booth supervisors on March 3rds
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(trenslation)

-+ APPENDIX II

Record Book of Ih-coming Correspondence
January, 1961

From Date Contents

[

District Jan. Y4 - Invitation to attend a meeting to dls-
- ‘ cuss recelpt of the supplied rice for
sale to the people.

Jan. 5 - Providing information on famililes of de-
ceased soldlers.
Jen. 5 - Emigration (transportation of resettlersj.
Jen. 5 ~ = Monthly report on workers recelving food.
‘Jan. 5 - Invitetion to attend meeting et the Dis-
' trict on January 7, 1961.
Jan. T '-"The VC!s adoption of arson tactics in
‘ rald on guard posts.:
Jan. 7 - The VC!s line of actiom.
Jan.'7 - 8electlon of the youth commiaslonefs to

serve on the village council.

Jen. 7 - Training in fisheries statlstics.
~Jan.:10 - Transmission of materials on "dutles and
. : - interests of the village youth commis-

sioner.t :
Jan. L0 v .vuTr&néhortatian~of resettlers.

‘Jan. 10 .. -.Treinimg &# fisheries statistios. -

Jan. 11 - -fQheafiﬁﬁs@ﬂaised‘byiaommﬁﬂisxriots“&nd
police gervices on the elestlon of vil-
_1age=yoﬁthﬁaommiss!bneaﬁhx'

Jan. 11 - Draft orders-for six mﬁlitary draftees, -
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District

Jan.

Jan.

~Jan.

- Jan.

Jan,

Jan.

Jan.

Jarn.

Jan,

Jarn.

Jan.

Jan,

Jan.

Jan.

Jah..

11

11

11

12

12

12
12

13

13

13-

16

16

17 .

17

17
17
17
17

Note prohiblting civilians from entering

“the flring range to plck up ammunition

shells, '
Recelpt of civll staﬁus records.

The village administrative councillor to
attend a district meeting on January 13,
1961, to study procedures for establish-
ment of 8 yvoters 1list.

Conscription order for Nguyén Phuc, re-
serve servliceman.

‘Relief for improverished flood victims.

Recrultment of elementary school teachers.

Medals awarded to three outstanding women.

‘Recéipt of formal elementary education

certificates.

1961 elementary education exam.

Declslon of the provinclal admlnistration
to terminate the services of the village
finance counclllor.

Flxing thé age requlrements for eleatlion
as village youth commlssioners.

‘Electlon of village youth commissioners.

Report on the limison system and the

‘permanent worker in charge of hanging

flags on the Oham island. .

- Dutles of the navigation control stations.

launching of crop protectlon movement.
Flelds records at the District.
Redistributlon of public land and fields.

Submlssion of receipts for draft orders
by youths born in 1940.
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District

Provincial
Headquarters

District

Jan.

Jan,

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan,

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.,

Jan.

Jan,

17

18
18

18

18
16

19

19
19
19

19
19

19

19
19
19

Note prohibiting civilians from entering
the flring grounds to pick up ammunition
shells.

Stepped up VC subversive activities.

List of young men who have rallied to the
VC since 1959.

Submission of report on the transfer of
dutles from the old to the new village
finance councillor.

Sale of rice supply to the people.
Examination of the 1960 village budget.

Second Lt. Nguyén van H61 was held Jjolntly
responsible for a "financial affair."

Inspection of domestic animals.
Survey of lnherited land and fields.

Pagment for purchase of record books for
1961.

Monthly report on January 20, 1961.

Acknowledgement of receipt of "intimate
letter" from the District.

Questions raised by My Xuyén District.

Prosecution order.

Follow-up on operations of sea-going boats.
Submlssion of names and dossiers of cand-
ldates for village youth commissioner

positions.

Rice purchased from small shops for re-
lief of the people.

Return of recelpt for a draft order ad-
dressed to HS Fhu.
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Districf

Jan. 19

Jan. 21

Ja_nu 21

Jan. 21

Jan. 21

Jan. 21

Jan. 21

Jan. 21
Jan. 21
Jan. 21

Jan. 23

Jan. 23

Jan. 23

Jan, 24

Jan. 24

Jan. 24

Jan. 2U

Check on the transmlssion of reconscrip-
tion orders fto reserve servicemen.

Rate of fees imposed on radios.

Declaration of waste land which can hbe
used to plant coconut trees and poplars.

Iist of all businessmen, industrialists
and handicraftsmen practicing thelr pro-
fession during 1961 for the imposition
of licence tax.

New declaration on the area and cate-
gorles of private and public lands and
fields in the village.

Note fixing the rate.of percentage sur-
charge on business licences and land-
fields taxes for the village budget.

Aid glven to the hoats and fishermen
carried by storms from Thua Thién prov-

“ince.

Submission of list of fishermen.
Industrial census.
Payment to owner of the lime kiln.

Request for removal of name from the
voters! list.

Report on payment of expenditures in
1960 for the District.

Civil Investigation.

Submission of recelpts from sale of re-
lief rice.

Names of officlals serving as station
chlefs at the Cua Bai (bay).

Check on licence for retail sale of rice.

Deadline for submission of statistical

survey forms ont marline fisheriles.-
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Mstrict

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

. JBna

S Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.
Jana.

Jan.

Jan.

2k

24

24

26..

26

26

26
26
26

27

27
27

21
27

27

Transportation of resettlers after the
Tén-Suu new year.

Payment of labor for reconstruction of
Distriet public offlces.

Fund drive: contributions from the vil-
lage councillors and thén chlefs for ald
to the family of the finance councillor
of L§c Ninh village, murdered by the VC,

Posting of the list of candidates for
village youth commlissioner positions.

Transmission of authorization for retail
sale of rice in 1961 to a named . person.

Submission of statistics on marine fisgh-
erles. ' )

Report on the prices of rice on sale 1n
the loeallty.

Election of village youth commissioners.
Receipt for revolvers and munitlons.

List of ex-servicemen living in the vil-
lage.

The provinecial administration authorlzes

the people to buy relief rice at smell
shops in H6Y An (the provincial capital).

Authorization granted to a named person
to sell relief rice to the psople.

Keeping track of unidentified aéilboats
coming from the North.

Intensification of defense until new order.

Transmigsion of a copy of exam notice to
a named person (Vo Tén).

Formation of committee in charge of poll-
ing booths. '
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District

Jan.

Jan.
Jan.,
Jan,

Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

Jan,

27

27

27

27
e

27

30

30

30

30

Note inviting the village chlef and
finance counclllor to the Distrlct to
1iquidate expenditures by the District
1in 1960,

Report on food, labor and fuel.
gtamps made.
Preparation of additlonal voter lists.

Control over the sale of rice by a named
gamall buslnessman.,

Procedures for preparing and distributing
voting cards.

Maintenance of securlty of communicatlon
lines.

Village chief reports to Distrlct on
Jan. 30.

Public service order to a named person
(Pang Xufn Chinh) to represent Distrlct
authorities as supervisor of the electlon
of village youth commissloners.

Establishment of voter lists for the elec~-
tion of village youth commlssioners.
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February and March, 1961

District

Feb.

Feb.
Feb.

Feb.

Feb.
Peb.

Peb,

Feb,
Feb.
Feb.
Peb.
Feb,
Feb.
Feb,

Feb.

Feb,

10

10

14

About the trade of old mllitary eguipment.

List of present village councll members
and hamlet chiefs.

Declsion replacing Mr.Trddng Dudng by Mr.
Nguyén Ngge Anh.

Control of village finance.

Payment of allowances grarited to agents
in charge of identlity card dellvery.

Monthly report on labor, food and natural
resources.

Village Council and representatives of
other bodles attending the tralning courses
on election of President and Vice President
of the Republilc,

Particlpation of elementary school puplls
in election campalgt.

Attendance at & perty at District head-
quarters.

Mobilization of labor for Hé Vong dam con-
struction.

Invitation sent to the police commissioner
to attend a meeting.

Supply of labor for malntenance of the &
Vong dam,

Payment of village guard salarleg for
January and February, 1961.

'Organization of the T4n S&u Campus (T@t

party).

Invitation to Thén chiefs to attend a
meeting at the Dlstriect headquarters at
1500 on February 11, 1961,

Publication of list of candidates for the
fresldency and Vice Presidency.
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District

Feb.

Feb,

Feb.

Feb.

Feh.

Feb.

Feb,

Feb,

Feb.

20

21

21

22

22

22

23

Discussion of village budget at the Dls-
trict headquarters on 21 February, 1961.

Leaving out of names from the voters! 1llst.

Mobilization of labor to work on the Dé
Vong dam. '

organlzation of study in the inter-famlly
group.

Sale of "ratloned" rice.

Subvention and gifts to famllles of young
men killed by Vlet Cong.

Monthly report.

Notification of the moving of Dlstrict
headquarters.

Money subscription for the famllies of
Village Council members killled by Viet Cong.

Economic development.

Selection of participants for Electlon
Training Course.

Slogan praising President Ngb to be put
on concrete sign post.

Transmissiocn of bill to Nguj%n Trai.

Follow up on a strange boat rowlng south-
ward.

Leaving out voters! names.

Appointment of Civic Action Agents to
work in the village.

Orders sent to young men to be called
up for the draft - 1940.

Payment of allowances to village guards
for January and February, 1961.
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District Mar, 1 -~ Check of short term loansg granted by the
Agricultural Credit Offlce.

Mar. 1 -'Proposal for appointment of the vlllage
youth commlssicner.

Mar. 1 - Recrultment of an asslstant to the vil-
lage youth commlssloner.

Mar. 1 - Training of the villlage youth commlssloner.

Mar, 1 - List of villages and hamlets 1included 1in
the study of fishing situation.

Mar, 1 - Authorization to organlze a theatrical per-
formance at Hamlet Phudc Trach.

"Mar, 1 = - A communiqué from the Minlstry of Educatlon.

Mar. 1 ~ Change 1n the famlly status and address of
mllitary reserves. ‘

Mar, 1 - Competlitive dramatlc performance.

Mar, 1 - Youth and Informatlon commlssloners attend-

ing the meeting at Dlstrict headquarters on
23 February, 1961.

Mar,. 1 - About the coastal navigatlon control statlons,

Mar. 1 - Appointment of Mr. Trudng Thidu as chairman
of the electlon committee.

Mar. 1 - Call-up orders for military reserves.

Mar. 1 - Transfer and orientation of the youth com-

missionert!s work, including the village
information function.

Mar, 1 - Invitation to Village Councill representative
and financial commissloner to attend a gen-
eral meeting at the Dilstrict headquarters
on 3 March, 1961,

Mar, 1 -~ Change to be made on the llst of voters
and reports,

Mar, 1 « About calllng up military reserves.

111



Dlztrict

Mar.

Mar,

Making up 1ist of male nurses and mid-
wives 1n the village.

Promotlon of a large scale and intensive
campalgn on the study of electlon law

and regulations.

Payment of allowances to called up people
who have returned to their homes. {at
provincial headquarters.)

Convocation of the village Republican
Youth to attend a meeting.

Attendance at a training course for people
In charge of ballot rooms.,
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{translation)

- APPENDIX III

Record of Out-going Correspondence

January, 1961

Destination Date Contents
Distrlct Jan. 11 About villege guards who have no con-
4 nection with "regrouped people."
Jan. 16 Transmission of orders to people to
' be‘called for milltary service.

Jan. 15 Report on movement of emigrated people.
Jan. 16 Report on candidates for office of vil-
lage youth commlssloner.

Jan. 17 Transmission of orders to people who
have finlshed thelr military service.

Jan. 18 Report on transfer of responsibility
between the former and the new financial
commlssloner.

Jan, 18 Personal records of the candidates for
the office of youth commissioner.

Jan, 18 Transmission of a bill to Trén Di.

Jan. 19 Transmission of a bill to HO Phua Anh
{year of birth: 1940).

Jan. 19 List of candldates to offlce of vlllage
youth commlssioner.

Jan. 25 Reply to three requests for leaving out
thg names of voters Lé Thil Hail, L@ Thi
Ohép and Fhgm Em,

Jan. 25 Census of domestic animals.



District

Hamlet

Jan.

Jan.
Jan,

Jan.

Jan.
Jan.

Feb.

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

PFeb.

Peb.

Feb.

26

26
27
30
30

30

31

Transmission of correspondence oOn
fishing activitles.

Report on rice prices in the vlillage,
Report on military officer and NCO.
Transmission of a bill to Vo Tén.

Report on the number of people of the
NRM hanging pasgsword flags.

Report on the list of people in charge
of ballot rooms,

Report of the voters in the electlion
of the village youth commissioner.

Leaving out the name of DS Thi But.
Reply to request for leaving out the
name of H6 Thi But from the voters!
list.

Report on election of the village
youth commisgioner,

Leaving out the name of voter Dinh
thi Xy. ‘

Leaving out the name of voter Nguy&n
ml&ll

Leaving out the name of voter Nguygn
thi Ludng.

Reply to request for leaving out the
nameg of Dinh thi Ky, Nguy&n Nhén and
Nguyen thi Ludng.

Transmission of bill to Bui Pién.

Report on the corpse of Mr, Nguﬁ%n Cua.

Report on the threé lists of people in
charge of the hallot rooms.

About the guarding of coastal area.
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District Feb., 7 - Report on the list of participants
in election training course.

Hamlet Feb, B - Marshallng labor to mound the D& Vong
Lo dam a
District Feb. 8 -~ Report on list of village councll mem=-

bers and hamlet chilefs.

Hamlet ~ Feb. 10 - Notification to hamlet chiefs of a
meetlng at District Headquarters at
10 a.m., 11 February, 1961,

District ' Feb. 11 - Report on payments to be made to the
: Distriet - 1961,

Feb. 11 - Time schedule and work assignment for
village council members during the
Tét perilod.

Feb. 14 - Wine reports on the publication of
names of candldates for the Presldency
and Vice Presldency of the Republic.

Feb. 24 - Trensmission of a bill to Tran Nhi.

Feb, 24 - Monthly report on labor, food, and raw
material.

Feb, 24 - Transmission of orders to called-up . ..
people,

Feb. 24 - Transmission of orders to Hufnh-QGng.

Feb. 27 - List of participants to the Trailnlng

Course at Chl Anh School - HS1 An.

Feb. 28 - Transmission of orders to reserve mil-
itary people.

Mar. 1 - Transmisslon of orders to people to be
called up in the draft - 1940.

Mar. 1 - Transmission of orders to people to be
called up in the draft - 1940,

Mar. 1 - Report on different categories of
‘vehlcles,
- Mar, 1 - Transmlssion of warning bill,

(Meny of the words used in these pages, such as "Report," "transmission,‘
are not fully understood by the translator.)
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(translation) . :
: . APPENDIX IV

Republic of Viet Nam

Province of-ngng Nam | District of Pién Bin
' o Village of C '

' Minutes of the Debate over the Budget

'On this day the 25th of December 1959, at 8 a.m., we, Repre-
sentative of the governpment, of the Bodles, Notables, Hamlet and
Interfamily Chiefs of C An Village (including 58 people), hold a
meeting at the Village Hall under the chalirmanship of the CAm An
Village Council Chilef, to discuss the Village Budget Draft for 1960.

In compliance with the decision made at the General Meeting of
Civilian, Military and Governmental Representatives held on 10 De-
cember 1959, about the collection and utilization of revenues from
Public land and rice flelds, from Public properties, from voluntary
contribution to be made by fishing people (boatowners and hired men}
and about the setting up of the 1960 Village Budget Draft. '

After a careful deliberation, we entirely approve all the items
planned for the 1960 Village Budget as follows:

Recelpts: 277,783.00

Expenditures: 277,783.00 exactly as they
appear 1n the draft.

The meeting 1s closed at 2 p.m. on the date mentioned sbove
and we all have put our signatures below:

Representative of Groups and Bodiles

~ Village Section of NRM .

"Village Group of National '
- Revolutionary Youth
Bub-branch of the Anti-Communist
Assoclation

Village Council Chief,

Financial Commissioner,

Other Village Council Members,

Notables, _

Hamlet Chiefs,

Interfamily Chiefs.

ST o
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Receipts 1950

ChBP-' I

Percent Surcharges

50% surcharge on basic ricefield

Item 1
_ tax and 304 surcharge on basic
Item 1 | Surcharges on ricefield home site and garden tax, to go to
| and land tax : the Village budget:
- 2 { Surcharges on license Ricefleld: Basic tax 563
tax ) 563 563x50 = 268$
- 3 | Surcharges on land tax, 100
on slaughtering houses, Iand tax: Basic tax 985 .
etcaee ' 985x30 = 295%
Total of Chapter I 563 104 .
Chap, II Revenues- from Public Item 1 At the general meeting of the Civil-
" Properties ian,Military and Qovernmental Rep-
o ' resentatives, 1t was stated that the
Item 1 | Revenues from public 10,220 revenues from 8ha7670 of bidden rice-
land and ricefields field: (234 ang of paddy at 20§ each,
- 2 { Concession of public . and 554 ang of sweet potato at 103
land and ricefields 28,000 each., 53% x 20 = U4,680%
- 3 | Sale of unused material, ' 554 x 10 = 5,540
equipment and animals —572535
Tetal of Chapter II 58,220 Item 2 The whole population of Hamlets
Phide Trach and An Bdng, approved
the bidding of 7M® of water palm
land for 28,000% to go to.the ¥il-
) 1age budget.
Chap. III Miscellaneous Revenues Item 2 | Taxes levied on fishing boats ceth-
_ "~ ing from other villages.
Item 1 { Tax on occupation of Item 3 | Fines charged people who disturb
Public place : the public order in the village.
- 2| Tax on boat and vehlcle : -Item 4 | Fees obtained from issuance of legal
-stations 1,000 documents and transcripts of
-3 Fines 500




g1t

Ttem 4

Item 5

Pee for 1ssuance of
legal documents, trans-
seripts '

Others

Total of Chapter III

2,000
500

4,000

Item

certificates (of birth, marriage,

.death...)} and legalization of per-

sonal properties and real estate
sale contracts. '
Taxes pald by woodcutters coming
from other villages. '

Chap. IV

-

o

Totglﬁof=ﬂhapter v

8,000

Item

Ferry boat 1s to be bidden by'vil-
lagers to obtaln revenues for the
¥illlage budget.

. Chap. V

Total of}

Chapter V

257,000

Ttem

Ttem

Item

Subvention granted by the Province
1s 20,000$ in 1961.

Voluntary contribution made by
boatowners, and other resident vil-
lagers, to the Village budget.

- Subvention granted by the Ky Chau,

Village 20,000$;by the Thanh Truidng| .
Village 10,000%.

- Chap. VI




61T

Chap. IV

Expenditures on Health

Ttem 1 | Salarles of personnel 4,800 Ifem 1 Allowances to health agents
Item 2 | Purchase of equipment _ (400$/m) 400 x 12 = 4,8004 _
| and material 1,000 Item 2 } Purchase of equipment and material
Item 3 | Purchase of medicine recessary to health- program.’
Total of Chapter IV 5,350- : :
Ichap. v Expenditures on Public | 7
- wWorks - Item 1 Expenditures on communlty develop-
Item 1 { Construction of public ment projects.
 buillding 20,683 Ttem 2 Installation of a new drainage
Item 2 | Roads and bridges 2,800 pipe, and maintenance of the de-
Item 3 { Dikes, sewasge, canel,ebc. molished ones located across the
Item ¥ | Breaklng the new ground village main streets.
- and waste land .
- Total of Chapter V 23,583
-Chap.VI - General Expendltures Item 1 | Subvention to village groups and
: ' _ : individuals in distress.
. Item 1 | Subvention to people 1n : Ttem 2 Expenditures on receptlon, cere-
distress 3,000 monies, celebration in the cur-
Item 2 | Ceremonies, celebratlon ' = -rent year.
o - reception 7,000 Item 3 Travel allowances for Village
- Item 3 | Miscellaneous exp. 4,700 Council members (300$/m x 12 =
Item 4 | Unforeseeable exp. 8,000 3,600$).  Allowances for mainten-
Item 5 | Contribution to Mutual - ) ance of vehicles, and for lamp
Agsistance Fund 01l used in night study and meet-
Item 6 | Delinquent payments " ings during the current year.
Item 7 | Expenditures on inform- ' Item 4 Unforeseeable expenditures in the
{ ation 2,400 o . { current year.-
Item 8 { Expenditures on youth ' Item 7 Expenditures on information
. - { organization 2,400 groups. - ' '
Total of Chapter VI . 27,500] Item 8 Expenditures on youth organization

in the current year.




Expenditures 1960

Chap. I Expendltures on Adminis- Item 1 Salaries of Village Council mem-
tration- bers. Village Council Represent-
Item 1 | Salaries of Village ative {chlef) 1,702% month; fipan-
Council members 134,400 cial commissioner 1,427%; a2dminis-
Ttem 2 Salarles of assisting trative, c¢ivll status, police com-
personnel {secretary, missioners: 1,590$3/m each. Three
hamlet chief, llaison hamlet chiefs at 702$/month, each.
agent, etc...]) Twe hamlet chilefsat 8003/m & 600$/m.
Ttem 3 Purchase of equlpment, §ne liaison agent at 600$. Total
paterials 9,800 . 11,200 x 12 = 134,400/year
Total of Chapter I 154,200 | Ttem 3 Stationery: 400$/month = 4,800%
plus cost of a typewriter and. other
of fice supplies.
Chap. II Expenditures on Security Item 1 Allowances to Village guard:
- one assistant chief 400%/month
Item 1 | Salaries or a2llowances : 4,800
to Village guard 4y 400 - eleven guards 300$/m 39,600
Ttem 2 Purchase of equlpment, 500
material 5,000 TEtam 2 Purchase of military supply and
material for Village guard.
Total of Chapter II 592EOO
Chap.IIT Expenditures on Ttem 1 Allowances to three Village mast-
Eduecation ers: 7003/m, each.
_ 700 x 12 x 3 -~ 25,200%
Ttem 1 Salaries of Personnel 25,200 Item 2 Purchase ¢f equipment, materizl
Item 2 Purchase of equipment, for rural schools and rrize glfts
material and prize gifts 1,200 for schocl pupils.
Item 3 Popular education 1,200 Item 3 Expenditures on popular education
Total of Chapter III 727,500




Summéry of Recelpts

‘Recelpt Items

Chap. I : Per'cent Suréharge 563,00

Chap. 'II . Revenues from Public Properties  38,220.00

Chap, III Miscellaneous receipts 4,000.00
Chap. IV Revenues from bidding and

_ concessioning operation 8,000,00

Chap.. Vv Subvention ' 227,000,00
Chap. VI Miscellaneous = ' '

Total Recelpts T277,783,00

Summary of Expendltures

Expenditure Ttems

Chap. I Expendltures on
Administration 144,200,00
Chap., II Expenditures on Security 49,400.00
Chap. IIT Expenditures on Education a7,400.00
Chap. IV Expenditures on Health 5,800,00
Chap. V - Expenditures on Public Works =~  23,483.00
Chap, VI ‘ General Expenditures - 27,500.00
: Total Expenditures ’ 277,783.00

Both the Receipts and the Expenditures amount o 277,783.00

cdm An, December 25, 1959
Village Council Representative

Checked by the

District of Pién Bin
December 31, 1959 _ .
Checked and approved, by the
Province Chlef of Quang Nam

 Signed: 'MaJor'V% H&b THY
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Jaﬁﬁary
Februafy
March
April
May

June
July
August
September .
October
November

December

M%ww'.
1,4004
7,200
42,000
14,300
8,440
8,211
21,150
11,730
10,140
31,535
- 10,625
20,8b5

187,536%
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‘Actual Recéipts and Expenditures - 1960

Expenditures

1,675%
1,960
2,950
2,275

5,530
74,880
8,180
6,880
16,201
7,495
28,900
30,580

—————————

187,506%
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Group, 1954, '
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