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PREF:\CE 

The analysis and recoIllJ1.1end2.tions contz.ined in thia r,;'lort 

are based on research carried out by tho Pield Ad:Dlinistrdtion , 
Diyision curing tl10 pa.st three months. In addition, data from 

othor reports on 1;h5 3"l:;S were lt8cd. Specifical".y, '1:h;:; ":icl:crt 

Report (March, 1956) and tho Noone Report (December, 1956) 

proY'Jd valuable sourc()s of knowledge about the situation in 

the PJllS. MUch of the othor matGrial was gather::;d during fiold 

research by staff meni'Jors of the rmu Field Administration 

DiYision and the National Institute of Administration. The 

object of this field work was to determine w~1at could be un­

covered by research on land tenure and tribal leadeJ.'ship. 

It was preliminary res:J~',rch and, thcrefore, th3 results arc· 

to be considered indicati YO rat'ler than conclusiYe. 

The report was prepared by Gerald C. Hickey, Field Admini­

stration Division, with the assisi;mcc of Frederic Wickert, 

Chief, In-SerYice Training DiYision. Eaterial help was provided 

by the USOM Field Service and 1I:AAG. 

Wesley R. FISH::':''L 
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PREFACE

The analysis and recommendations contained in this report

are based on research carried out by the Field Administration

Division during the past three months. In addition, data from

other reports on the PMS were used. Specifically, the "Vickert

Report (March, 1956) and the Noone Report (December, 1956)

proved valuable sources of knowledge about the situation in

the PMS. Much of the other material was gathered during field

research by staff members of the MSU Field Administration

Division and the National Institute of Administration. The

object of this field work was to determine what could be un--

covered by research on land tenure and tribal leadership.

It was preliminary research and, therefore, the results are

to be considered indicative rather than conclusive.

The report was prepared by Gerald C. Hickey, Field Admini-

stration Division, with the assistance of Frederic Wickert,

Chief, In-Service Training Division. Material help was provided

by the USOM Field Service and MAAG.

Wesley R. FISHEL
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PAE.T I 

:n.:sC:Y'!:1::;]IIDATENS MID ANALYSIS 

Conclusions and Recommendations. 

1. Lemd qiro.bbing and fear of land grabbiJ1S is one of the ;pri:nary 
. 

causc;;; of r.i:mntaineer discon·~ent. Therefore, it would be advi-

sable for the Gover~'u3nt to adopt a fir;n policy regarding the 

land rights of the Moc;..'1taineers as soon as possible and to lcub­

licize the 2.doptcd policy widely. The present runbi valent a tti­

tude of tho Gov:Jenment in this respect leads to administrative 

ch!i.os. Some province chiefs saw a noed to define MO'lmtaincQr 

land rights while othors c.eole.rcd that the MOmltaineers have no 

such rights because they do not have "pal)ers." Research con-

duoted thus far has ost~blished the fact that all of tho ethnic 

\... grour:·s in the PMS have e. tracti tional syster" of land tenurc =0. 

defltni te meohaniruns for hold:Lng and transferring title or use of 

land. Further, F11ade le.nd OI'ffiJ:r'S e::l::~ressed their willingness to 

discuss the sale or rental of their land with a co~uission com­

posed of Governm~nt officials and Rhade.leaders. 

This W2.S one of th::l major problems that had to be 
rcsolvec in the cuse of the fu~orican Indians. At the 
present time, about 2/3 of the Indians intha United 
Stc.tos live on land which they own, the title of which 
is guaranteed by tr08"ties or st;;.tutcs • 

. 2. In vie~ of the pressing need to establish in the minds of 

the NountSlineers the good faith of the GOV8rtUmmt, the following 

programs should receive special attention: 

a. Medical Service. Under the French thCl'C was an::lffective 

. medical servioe in tho Pr.:IS. It included resident doctors 

in the provincial towns, oisp0nsaries in many villages, e~d 
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PART I

RECOLTENDATIONS AND ANALYSIS

Conclusions and Recommendations,

1. Land grabbing and fear of land grabbing is one of the primary

causes of Mountaineer discontent. Therefore, it would be advi-

sable for the Government to adopt a firm policy regarding the

land rights of the Mountaineers as soon as possible and to pub-

licize the adopted policy widely. The present ambivalent atti-

tude of the Government in this respect leads to administrative

chaos. Some province chiefs saw a need to define Mountaineer

land rights while others declared that the Mountaineers have no

such rights because they do not have "papers." Research con-

ducted thus far has ostablished the fact that all of the ethnic

groups in the PMS have a traditional system of land tenure and

definite mechanisms for holding and transferring title or use of

land. Further, Rhade land owners expressed their willingness to

discuss the sale or rental of their land with a commission com-

posed of Government officials and Rhade leaders.

This was one of the major problems that had to be
resolved in the case of the American Indians. At the
present time, about 2/3 of the Indians in the United
States live on land which they own, the title of which
is guaranteed by treaties or statutes.

2. In view of the pressing need to establish in the minds of

the Mountaineers the good faith of the Government, the following

programs should receive special attention:

a. Medical Service. Under the French there was an effective

medical service in the PMS. It included resident doctors

in the provincial towns, dispensaries in many villages, and
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p'JriodiC visits to all villages to "-d..."'lir:istCJl' inoculations 

and general mJdica1 care. In the. present transition period 

this s~rvice has been di3contipued in the villages, 1eavi~ 

a noticeable t:;ap. This modical slrvice should be reeste,b­

lishGd es soon as possible, 

b. The :iducatj.on S;y:stem. Th~ education system is badly 

neglected in !!'.any areas. ];':j.ss;'.or.aries have established 

some inrpres3ivc' schools, but there if'! a noticeable lack of 

gov0rnment sohoo1s. The shocl,ing conC'i tion of the Katc 

school (mo3tly I:IoUll.taincer orphans) near Dran is a striking 

example of adruinistrative neglect. 

c. Alcohol Sales. The continu:,ng sales of alcohol, mostly 

chavllle-chaume rico wine, is a contr:'.'Qutin3 factor to the 

prOblems that exist in the R~S. Responsible individuals 

have expressed great concern over the effect of this alcohol 

on the MO'Lmtaineers and the exploitation associated with it 

(chaume-chau.me is much stronger than the ri ce wine whi ch the 

Uountaineers make for their own oonsumption). There were 

cases cited where ~lol.'.Iltaineers drunk on cb.aumc-chaume would 

sign over property or their hp.rvest. It would be advisable 

for the Govormncnt to consider an affective ~ on alcohol 

sales in t:,i5 area. 

d.Price Controls in tl:e I1i!?.rkots. The markets appear to be 

a s)urca of many inCidents. The Mountaineers often complained 

of being cheated by the ~hants. ~lere are many incidents 

oited where-the ~erchants offer very low prices for vegetables I 
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periodic visits to all villages to admirister inoculations

and general medical care. In the present transition period

this service has been discontinued in the villages, leaving

a noticeable gap. This medical service should be reestab-

lished es soon as possible.

b. The Education System. The education system is badly

neglected in many areas. Missi onaries have established

some impressive schools, but there is a noticeable lack of

government schools. The shocking condition of the Kate

school (mostly Mountaineer orphans) near Dran is a striking

example of administrative neglect.

C. Alcohol Sales. The continuing sales of alcohol, mostly

chaume-chaume rice wine, is a contributing factor to the

problems that exist in the PMS. Responsible individuals

have expressed great concern over the effect of this alcohol

on the Mountaineers and the exploitation associated with it

(chaume-chaume is much stronger than the rice wine which the

Mountaineers make for their own consumption). There were

cases cited where Mountaineers drunk on chaume-chaume would

sign over property or their harvest. It would be advisable

for the Government to consider an effective ban on alcohol

sales in this area.

d. Price Controls in the Markets. The markets appear to be

a source of many incidents. The Mountaineers often complained

of being cheated by the merchants. There are many incidents

cited where the merchants offer very low prices for vegetables
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the llountaineGrs bring in to sell, and in some instances 

when the Hount3.in::ers refuse, the morohants orush the vege­

tables, making them unsa1a,ble. Th,;;re are also cases of 

:l1ountaine ers being ovart"':ftbed for art;i.cles they want to 

purchase. In the Pleiku market it was noted .that -ericea 

were marked on many artio1es. ~1ie is a step in the right 

direction and it is reoommended that it be carried 6ut more 

completely and strigtby enforoad in a.ll of the l:larkets. 

3. Serious c'nsid~ration should be diven to the formation of 

joint V1etnamese-"Iountainecr corJIni ttees, in each province to aot 

as advis~ra to the province chiefs on problems that arise be--
tween therilountaineers and th" Vi ()tnt"Jllese • 

4. Adnli:1istr,'l.tors being s¢nt to ·~he PMS shol,ld roceive a special 

C)Ur8e of training in mocmtainoer customs and traditions so that 

they will be better prepared to deal with administrative prob­

lems associated with the Mountaine~rs. 

5. Mountaineers shoul[ be placed in ~dministrative positions 

in tho H5S whenever possible. Specia,l attention should be given 

to a program f9r training more FiI01,mtaineer adm:.nistrators at 

the Nat;onal Institute of Administration. 

6. A propaganda campaign sho~ld bo launched ~ong the Vietnamese 

and Mountaineers alil~,-, to increase understahdirYJ: and tolerance 

of their J;'espactive cus"j;oms and traditions. 

7. The Seoretary of State for the Interior should have access 

I......-- to advice oI} Uountainc<lr r.ffairs f'rolll the Mountaineer vieWpoint. 

• This could be achieved by allPo~nting a fi;oun-i;ainGer or Jom.eone 

..,. ',> 
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the Mountaineers bring in to sell, and in some instances

when the Mountainsers refuse, the morchants orush the vege-

tables, making them unsalable. There are also cases of

Mountaineers being overcharged for articles they want to

purchase. In the Pleiku market it was noted that prices

were marked on many articles. This is a step in the right

direction and it is recommended that it be carried out more

completely and strictly enforced in all of the markets.

3. Serious C nsideration should be given to the formation of

joint Vietnamese-Mountaineer committees in each province to act

as advisors to the province chiefs on problems that arise be-

tween the Mountaineers and the Vietnamose,

4. Administrators being sent to the PMS should receive a special

course of training in mountaineer customs and traditions so that

they will be better prepared to doal with administrative prob-

lems associated with the Mountaineers.

5. Mountaineers should be placed in administrative positions

in the PMS whenever possible. Special attention should be given

to a program for training more Mountaineer administrators at

the National Institute of Administration.

6. A propaganda campaign should be launched among the Vietnamese

and Mountaineers aliko to increase understanding and tolerance

of their respective customs and traditions.

7. The Secretary of State for the Interior should have access

to advice on Mountaineer affairs from the Mountaineer viewpoint.

This could be achieved by appointing a Mountaineer or /omeone



4 

fully cognizant of the Moun1::s,\n::zr viewpoi.nt as a Special Assis­

tc.nt for Mountaineer Affairs, or establishing a Council of 

ReprGscntatives of Mountain:.:er tribes Wllich would maet with 

the Secretary et stated intervf'.ls to discuss Mountaineer prob­

lems of national interest. 

8, In view of the programs pro:;'10sed. for the PIerS by the Govern­

ment, ther" is definite ~ for addit:'onaJ. knowledge on certain 

aspects of I!ountaincer societies. This is particm.larly true in 

the areas of tr2,di tion8.1 cconor,lic. systems and land tenure as 

well as internal political systems. The administration of t~ase 

programs and the' successful ad;linistr::.tion of the PMS in general 

demands percel~tive underst:cnding of the Mountain:Jcrs. The PHS 

is a unique area in Viet Ham and should be recognized as such. 

It is proposed that such rosc3.rch be carried out in con­

junction with the ccono.:lic pl"ojcets heinz started in the PMS. 

As areas arc selected for developmenT research on the Moun-

tain3ers in these p2.rti c,-,l8.r areas sll" ·ld bagin as soon as 

possible there2.ft "r f so that the collec..-O!l informs,tion would 

facilitate the carrying out of tho project. For example, in a 

relati vely short tine, valuable info=a ti.'n on PJlade land tenure 

and the possibSlity of pUrchasinZ or renting f~ade land was col­

leoted in relation to a land development project being l2.l1nched 

near Ban r,~e Thuot. 

This work should be dona by tho Rese~rch Division of the 

NatiJnal Institute of Administration in collaboration with the 

1....-. D:ticl:lige.n StGtc Advio ory Grol,.p, Ilasico,lly. the lmowled.:;e g8,ine d 
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fully cognizant of the Mountsincer viewpoint as a Special Assis-

tant for Mountaineer Affairs, or establishing a Council of

Representatives of Mountainer tribes which would meet with

the Secretary at stated intervals to discuss Mountaineer prob-

lems of national interest.

8. In view of the programs proposed for the PMS by the Govern-

ment, there is definite need for additional knowledge on certain

aspects of Mountaineer societies. This is particularly true in

the areas of traditional economic systems and land tenure as

well as internal political systems. The administration of these

programs and the successful administration of the PMS in general

demands perceptive understanding of the Mountainsers. The PMS

is a unique area in Viet Nam and should be recognized as such.

It is proposed that such research be carried out in con-

junction with the ccononic projects being started in the PMS.

As areas are selected for development research on the Moun-

taineers in these particular areas shs ld bogin as soon as

possible thereaft r, so that the collected information would

facilitate the carrying out of the project. For example, in a

relatively short time, valuable information on Rhade land tenure

and the possib! lity of purchasing or renting Rhade land was col-

lected in relation to a land development project being launched

near Ban Me Thuot.

This work should be done by the Research Division of the

National Institute of Administration in collaboration with the

Michigan State Advisory Group. Basically, the knowledge gained
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It not or,ly will, r" sul i; :"n 0. ,lceper undar::::tanding of tlw adr.lini­

str::tive l;rob~.oll!s :.n the PMS, b1;.t it nlso will be valuc.ble in 

tre.inJng 2 p,;nnancmt cadre of rGsearohers for t~le Villtnamese 

Analysis. 

In m:3.ny rospects, tho prnent 6i tUB.tion c.n thQ H,[S r:.scmblef! 

that of th;; Anerican 'i'est during the 19th ccntuT'J. !!'he mo.ve-

ment of settlers into '~:'0 new Wf:Hlt:)= territories 'couohed off 

yeaJ;'s of struggle with tIl" Indians who r:;g.'.rded it as an inva-

sion of their ancestr2.l lo.nds. It also ;:-reci:;:,::' tatGd ;:;robleLls 

wh:'ch he.ve takcr.. y,:rsof stv.d~' and \"rork to resolve. Tile Aillcri-

cC'.n gov"r'runcnt ."?tl!d ir,i;o:;'osted ccgcncj.es h:::v·:; ~.utnuch effort· in 

tho Indian j;:::'oblen F . .n.d lUVQ lc~,rr..ed 11 grect deal in the -process. 1 

Fron til.o Vi etn:.l'lC3e :;oin'l; of view, the PMS is a new terri-

tory and sett:!.crs, cncourc~GGd by tho Governmont, are iilovj.ng in 

at c.n eVGr-incrcE'.sing rate. Tow!'.s such an Be.!'. fer'] Thv.ot and 

Pleil::u. h?ve al:ulost dourJleu· t~l()ir :,or;:ulati,ms 2.nd the areas sur-

rounding them are (lotted wi t.c'J. new villag~s and n3W fields. More 

t2.inaers fee,r tc:is influx of scttlers. Lil-re 'che American Indian 

they look u:;;nn it c.s an inV2.S: ,)n--a colonizati·Jn of thoir le.nd. 

1. P.t the present tiI'lC there ".re more tha.n 400,000 Indians in 
tho U.S. Tb.e nmaber is incroJ.sing ev: .. ry YB2-r" at a. v-.~;ry ra];ic 
rate. At thz close of the 19th cont1.l.T'J there were only about 
250,000 Indians. 
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in such research will be applied in an administrative franework.

It not only will result in a deeper understanding of the adnini-

strative problems in the PMS, but it also will be valuable in

training 3. permanent cadre of researchers for the Vietnamese

government.

Analysis.

In many respects, the prement situation in the PMS resembles

that of the American West during the 19th century. The move-

ment of settlers into the new western territories touched off

years of struggle with the Indians who regarded it as an inva-

sion of their ancestral lands. It also precipitated problems

which have taken V ars of study and work to resolve. The Ameri-

can government and interested agencies have put much effort in

1the Indian problem and have learned a great deal in the process.

From the Vietnamese point of view, the PMS is a now terri-

tory and settlers, encouraged by the Government, are moving in

at an ever-increasing rate. Towns such as Ban Mo Thuot and

Pleiku have almost doubled their populations and the areas sur-

rounding them are dotted with new villages and new fields. More

than one outside observer has noted, however, that the Noun

taineers fear this influx of settlers. Like the American Indian

they look upon it C.S an invest on--a colonization of their land,

1. At the present time there are more than 400,000 Indians in
the U.S. The number is increasing every year at a vory rapid
rate. At the close of the 19th century there were only about
250,000 Indians.
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They 13i tt'.rly rocil. to instances of exploi tc~ti on, m.ostly by the 

'l.. Llilitary ena. ;:)Grch:::nt8, 8.nd land arabbi.ne by t~10 nO\,7 settlers. 

They ::lJSill to foel 8. dee~J Gens,;,; of :cruatri~tion at not be~.ng able 

to do ::,.n::-t~'l .. ne a"b)t:t it. Although tl~0Y r:.scnted the preson.,,,,, of 

'tho ::?rench, Uey tond to look b.~.ck )n tho. d8,yS of French rule as 

a t:'.:~~c when th~.nss wore bettar. fiIr.ny ."cr,ross the desire to flee 

to tho reBote :p2.rts .of the mountt~ins and othors appear c.etcrr:dned 

to fight~ 

'::me ia~.ortant elerc.ent ~"n J.:;he pas situation is the presence 

of Viet Cong 8..$or.ts abetting the unrest and utilizing it in their 

propa,:;;:.1"da to tho detrir.ler.t of th~, Governi.1(mt I s prestige and 

progrCl.Jl!s. :!:'his pro;ragancl.a s'treGiJOS the GovernIll.ent I s lack of 

i1:.t:1':.:3J" in t110 1Coc;,Etainvers ':ml~ th.:. Govern::lent's lack of Good 

fi].i tli in failing to ksep promises. In 8,ddi tion, Viet Co!'.:s 2.50nts 

re:'ortE:dly aN mekins the t9n:Jt:i.n~ off:;r 01 avtonomy if the 

T[oun te.:L:c ors sUj,''Yort thei r cause. 

TiD curront Go~:;;rnm)nt l)rogr8J1l is t9 brir.g settlors into the 
• 

HilS for econ,)l;Jic d-:lvGloIlffi ',nt 2nd also to st"blizing tho G.rca by 

a large influx of :cnti-cor;ounist refugoes from the North. It 

wov.ld be ,'!ell JGO consid·:lr tho .,ffact this mf'~r have on the Moun-

'This could :90ssibly 

lei',d toa s1 h'.ati,)n Vlh:lro st~bi~_i ty is gained in isolated spots 

while the rcgin!l. as 2. '.',hole bccol"')S less stable. 

The French romain an 0c')nonic force in th" F··:S. ''u-_y role 

they m"y be:J.aying in the ~r0sent si tt:2,tion is not clo2.rly 

Visible. If f'oddi ti onal r:,sec_roh is uI:c:'crtaken, 01"_0 of the 

6 

They 13i tt'.rly rocil. to instances of exploi tc~ti on, m.ostly by the 

'l.. Llilitary ena. ;:)Grch:::nt8, 8.nd land arabbi.ne by t~10 nO\,7 settlers. 

They ::lJSill to foel 8. dee~J Gens,;,; of :cruatri~tion at not be~.ng able 

to do ::,.n::-t~'l .. ne a"b)t:t it. Although tl~0Y r:.scnted the preson.,,,,, of 

'tho ::?rench, Uey tond to look b.~.ck )n tho. d8,yS of French rule as 

a t:'.:~~c when th~.nss wore bettar. fiIr.ny ."cr,ross the desire to flee 

to tho reBote :p2.rts .of the mountt~ins and othors appear c.etcrr:dned 

to fight~ 

'::me ia~.ortant elerc.ent ~"n J.:;he pas situation is the presence 

of Viet Cong 8..$or.ts abetting the unrest and utilizing it in their 

propa,:;;:.1"da to tho detrir.ler.t of th~, Governi.1(mt I s prestige and 

progrCl.Jl!s. :!:'his pro;ragancl.a s'treGiJOS the GovernIll.ent I s lack of 

i1:.t:1':.:3J" in t110 1Coc;,Etainvers ':ml~ th.:. Govern::lent's lack of Good 

fai tli in failing to ksep promises. In 8,ddi tion, Viet Co!'.:s 2.50nts 

re:'ortE:dly aN mekins the t9n:Jt:i.n~ off:;r 01 avtonomy if the 

T[oun te.:L:c ors sUj,''Yort thei r cause. 

TiD curront Go~:;;rnm)nt l)rogr8J1l is t9 brir.g settlors into the 
• 

HilS for econ,)l;Jic d-:lvGloIlffi ',nt 2nd also to st"blizing tho G.rca by 

a large influx of :cnti-cor;ounist refugoes from the North. It 

wov.ld be ,'!ell JGO consid·:lr tho .,ffact this mf'~r have on the Moun-

'This could :90ssibly 

lei',d toa si h'.ati,)n Vlh:lro st~bi~_i ty is gained in isolated spots 

while the rcgin!l. as 2. '.',hole bccol"')S less stable. 

The French romain an 0c')nonic force in th" F··:S. ''u-_y role 

they m"y be:J.aying in the ~r0sent s1 tt:2,tion is not clo2.rly 

Visible. If f'oddi ti onal r:,sec_roh is uI:c:'crtaken, 01"_0 of the 

6

They bitterly rocite instances of exploitation, mostly by the

military and merchants, and land grabbing by the new settlers.

They soon to feel a deep senso of frustration at not being able

to do anything about it. Although they rosented the presence of

the French, they tend to look back on the days of French rule as

a time when things were better. Many express the desire to flee

to the remote parts of the mountains and others appear determined

to fight.

One important element in the PMS situation is the presence

of Viet Cong agents abetting the unrest and utilizing it in their

propagarda to the detriment of the Government's prestige and

programs, This propaganda stressos the Government's lack of

interest in the Mountaineers and the Government's lack of good

faith in failing to keep promises. In addition, Viet Cong agents

reportedly are making the tenptin offer of autonomy if the

Mountaineors support their cause.

The current Government program is to bring settlers into the

PMS for economic development and also to stablizing the area by

a large influx of cnti-communist refugees from the North. It

would be well to consider the ffect this may have on the Moun-

taineers, viz., to clienate then further. This could possibly

lead to a situation where stability is gained in isolated spots

while the region as a whole becomes less stable.

The French remain an economic force in the PMS. Any role

they may be _laying in the present situation is not clearly

visible. If additional research is undertaken, one of the
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speci:fic objoctives might be to detcrmj,ne the influence, if 

any f of t.~e French on the Mountaine.}rs. 

~~e above recommendations are made with a view to forming 

a ~rogra~ for the PMS that will ameliorate' the existing situa­

tion and ?l10re clec\rly define the role of the Mountaineers in the 

economic development of the ",rca, 

" 
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specific objectives might be to determine the influence, if

any, of the French on the Mountaineors,

The above recommendations are made with a view to forming

a program for the PMS that will ameliorate the existing situa-

tion and more clearly define the role of the Mountaineers in the

economic development of the area.
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Part II 

BACKGROUND ON THE PMS 

The :eeople 

The Mountaineer population of the PMS is estimated at 

between 600,000 and 700,000. The ethnic groups visited during 

the field research constitute the majority population of the 

area and they occupy most of the land. These are the Rhade, 
. . 

Jarai, Bahnar, and Sedang. The Rhade and Jarai speak very 

• 

similar languages of the Malayo-Polynesian language stock. The 

Bahnar and Sedang languages belong to the Mon Khmer stock which 

includes many languages of central Viet-Na~,Lao8. and Cambodia. 

The Place. 

Prior to the Geneva Conference, the PMS waS classified as a 

Domaine de la Couronne. a Crown Domain, directly under the authority 

of Emperor Bao Dai. The area was maintained as a reserve where 

economic exploitation was carried on excluSively by the French 

planters and where Vietnamese settlement was carefully controlled 

almost to the point of non-existence. Administratively the PMS 

was divided into three provinces, Darlac, Pleiku, and Kontum, each 

with a French r~sident. The provinces were divided into districts 

and the districts into cantons. Officials at the district and 

canton levels as well as the assistants of the resident were 

Mountaineers. 

Through the administration a medical service waS established 

throughout the PMS. Schools were begun by the administration and 
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by the missionaries as well. Corvee labor and military service 

were required of the mountaineers and toey were the primary source 

of labor for the French plantations in the PMS. 

Historical Brief. 

The recorded history of the PMS is a complicated series of 

inter-tribal wars and shifting allegiances with the Cham, Khmer, 

and Vietnamese\ French penetration into toe area during the last 

half of the 19th century waS not without great difficulty and' the 

pacification of the PMS continued until very recent times. The 

establishment of F~ench plantations after World War I precipitated 

considerable unrest among the Mountaineers. They considered it an 

invasion of their lands. In some cases, the planters reportedly 

took fields that the Mountaineers had burned off preparatory to 

planting their dry rice. 

In 1931 a revolt broke out among the groups in the southern 

PMS as a reaction to French settlement and establishment of planta­

tions in that area. This waS marked by several ambushes of French 

troops and attacks on French outposts. It lasted until 1933. In 

1936 another wave of unrest began in Kontum province and spread 

throughout the P;,lS. It began with a rumor that a D, an inc.arnated 

spirit capable of superhuman deeds, waS born in the province. There 

was a man from Phu Yen who was widely reputed to be the incarnation 

-.--------~-------------1. For detailed history of the PMS se'e B~letin de la Societe des 
Etudes Indochinoise I Tome XU! No.1, 19. This issue ·rs a'vaUa'll1le for 
purchase at the Musee Nationa e (ex. Musee Blanchard), Saigon. 
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of Set, the bearded son of the thunder god, and rumor had it that 

hi~ daughter gave birth to a python-child. Immediately this waS 

hailed ~s a sign that the golden age was imminent. Nobody would have 

to work and the tribes would gain control of their land again. Ma 

Wih, the father of the child, encouraged these stories, and when 

pilgrims began arriving at his village he sold them bottles of water 

which he claimed had the power to protect them from ill fate. 

Excitement spread throughout .the groups in Kontum and Pleiku and 

Soon pilgrims were arriving from Darlac province. These were many 

incidents of armed attacks against the French authorities, particu­

larly in the Sedang area. Famine spread among the Jarai due to the 

fact. that many of them did not sow their fields in anticipation of 

the golden age. This period of unrest lasted until 1938. 1 

One source in Kontum province contended that there was 

communist activity in the Sedang area at the time of the revolt. 

This was supposed to have been an important factor in these revolts. 

-----------------------1. Mountaineer revolts led by sorcerers and miracle-workers 
promising a golden age have occured in other parts of Indochina in 
recent history. In northern Vietnam the Meo, led on by sorcerers 
who promised supremacy over neighboring groups and independence 
from the author·Hies, revolted against the French several times 
since the beginning. of theceniury. In the Boloven plateau area 
of southern Laos there were serious revolts against the French 
when they tried to establish plantations in that area. They were 
led by a powerful sorcerer who distributed charms to the tribesmen 
guaranteeing imunity from death. This led to a fanaticism 
difficult to repress. 
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Part III 

AGRICl!LTURE AND LAND 'tENURE IN THE PMS 

Y~untaineer Agriculture. 

The predominant form of agriculture carried on by the mountain­

eers is known generally as shifting agriculture. In the French 

literature it is called ray, a term that refers more to the burned­

off field itself than to the method of agriculture employed. The 

compromise term "shifting-ray" will be used in this report to 

described the method. 

The area selected for shifting-ray agriculture muat be covered 

with forest or thl~k growth. Several months before the rains are 

expected to begin the trees and brush are cut and allowed to dry. 

The fields are then burned by a'group of mountaineers who guard the 

fire to see that it doesn't spread to adjacent areas and also to 

see that all the wood burns. After the rains begin the fields are 

raked and planting takes place. This i8 done with digging sticks 

and hoes or bamboo tubes to cover the holes. Generally provisional 

shelters are constructed on the edge of the field. If the field 

should be located some distance from the village, the men will remain 

in this shelter for the duration of the planting and harvesting. In 

the in~erim, a group of young men will remain in the shelter to guard· 

the fields. This system permits the mountaineers to keep villages 

in one location for very long periods.1 

----------------------1. The only time most of the mountaineers move their villages is if 
some catastrophe strikee, such as an epidemic, fire, or if the 
village should be struck by lightning. 
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With shitting~ray agriculture, a field can be cultivated for 

three years and then a new area must be cleared. l The field is then 

left fallow from five to ten years while other fields are cleared 

and cultivated. Usually a group will cultivate the same set of 

three or four fields in a continuous cycle. There apparently are 

magico~religious factors in the selection of new areas to be cleared 

and cultivated. 

In addition to the mountain (dry) rice cultivated'in the ray, 

a number of secondary crops also are grown. Maize may be planted 

in rows alternating with the. rice. Manioc, taro, cabbage, egg­

plant, and a Variety of other vegetables also are CUltivated in the 

ray. Tobacco usually is planted in small patches set apart from 

.the larger fields. 

Most of the well watered bottom land throughout the PMS already 

is cultivated in wet rice. Many of the wet-rice fields are cultivat­

ed by Mountaineers and many by long-time Vietnamese residents. In 

addition to the large, .mostly French owned, coffee and tea planta­

tions, there some small concessions operated by Vietname.se and 

Mountaineers. The missionaries are responsible for most of the 

coffee cultivation' among the Mountaineers. In some cases they are 

privately owned, but most are village projects. 

--------------------------
1. Some areas are exceptions. In the Dak To area of Kontum 
province the bamboo grows rapidly and in great thickness, permitting 
a longer CUltivation period. L 
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Land Tenure in the PMS. 

The Rhade.- In order to understand the mechanism by which 

land is held and transferred among the Rhade, it is necessary to 

examine briefly certain features of Rhade social organization. 

The Rhade have a matrilineal kinship system i.e. the females own 

the house, gongs, jars, harvest, and other valuable commodities 

which are considered to be "family goods". After marriage the 

husband goes to live at the house of his wife. Children take the 

mother's family name and after the death of the mother, the 

daughters inherit the family goods. As a kin grouping, the lineage 

consists of those individuals related through female kin to a 

common ancestor -- the great-great grandmother on the mother's Side. 

Groupings of lineages form clanS. In taking their mother's name, 

the children are, in effect, becoming members of her clan. In 

addition to being distinguished by a name, the clans have taboos 

associated with hunting or eating certain animals. It also is 

forbidden to marry within the same clan. 

Land in the Rhade area is owned by the clans. This includes 

all of the land on which Rhade live and a clan may have one or more 

large tracts which it claims as ancestral land. For each tract 

there is a a representative of the clan called the pO lan who is 

considered the hereditary or apPointed guardian of this land. The 

duties and responsibilities of the po lan are clearly prescribed by 
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Rhade traditions. l 

As keeper and protector of the clan land, the po lan has 

no right to alienate it. Due to the marriage pattern of the Rhade, 

clan members are scattered throughout the area. It is likely 

therefore, that non-cl'an people will be cultivating clan land 

whether wet-rice or shifting ray. This is done with the permission 

of the po lan. 

In many instances the po lan does not live on the clan land. 

For example, the H'mok clan owns most of the land around the town 

of Ban l~ Thuot, but the po lan lives some five kilometers away. 

The clan elders and the po lan know the limits of their land. Some 

of the po lan have papers attesting their wOnership. During a dis­

cussion with a group of them, several presented sets of undated, 

rather'crudely drawn titles and maps. These had been issued by 

M. Sabatier, one time Resident of Darlac. 

In order to purchase land from the Rhade it is necessary to 

negociate with the po lan, with those cultivating portions of the 

land, and the notable's of, villages in whose territory the land in 

question is located. More. than likely the individuals cultivating 

land are from the village concerned so the two latter parties can 

------~----------------1. See Appendix A which is a translation of sections of the codified 
Rhade custom relating to the pt lan system. This is taken from the 
following source: Sabatier, "Recueil des CoutumesRhadees du 
Darlac, Ecole Fran~aise d'Extreme Orient, Collection de Textes at 
Documents sur l'Indochine, IV, Hanoi, 1940. Selected tribal laws 
and customs of the Bahnar and Jarai are in process of translation -
see Note 1, Part IV. 

14 

Rhade traditions. l 

As keeper and protector of the clan land, the po lan has 

no right to alienate it. Due to the marriage pattern of the Rhade, 

clan members are scattered throughout the area. It is likely 

therefore, that non-cl'an people will be cultivating clan land 

whether wet-rice or shifting ray. This is done with the permission 

of the po lan. 

In many instances the po lan does not live on the clan land. 

For example, the H'mok clan owns most of the land around the town 

of Ban l~ Thuot, but the po lan lives some five kilometers away. 

The clan elders and the po lan know the limits of their land. Some 

of the po lan have papers attesting their wOnership. During a dis­

cussion with a group of them, several presented sets of undated, 

rather'crudely drawn titles and maps. These had been issued by 

M. Sabatier, one time Resident of Darlac. 

In order to purchase land from the Rhade it is necessary to 

negociate with the po lan, with those cultivating portions of the 

land, and the notable's of, villages in whose territory the land in 

question is located. More. than likely the individuals cultivating 

land are from the village concerned so the two latter parties can 

------~----------------1. See Appendix A which is a translation of sections of the codified 
Rhade custom relating to the pt lan system. This is taken from the 
following source: Sabatier, "Recueil des CoutumesRhadees du 
Darlac, Ecole Fran~aise d'Extreme Orient, Collection de Textes at 
Documents sur l'Indochine, IV, Hanoi, 1940. Selected tribal laws 
and customs of the Bahnar and Jarai are in process of translation -
see Note 1, Part IV. 

14

Rhade traditions 1

As keeper and protector of the clan land, the po lan has

no right to alienate it. Due to the marriage pattern of the Rhade,

clan members are scattered throughout the area. It is likely

therefore, that non-clan people will be cultivating clan land --

whether wet-rice or shifting ray. This is done with the permission

of the po lan.

In many instances the po lan does not live on the clan land.

For example, the H'mok clan owns most of the land around the town

of Ban Me Thuot, but the po lan lives some five kilometers away.

The clan elders and the po lan know the limits of their land. Some

of the po lan have papers attesting their wonership. During a dis-

cussion with a group of them, several presented sets of undated,

rather crudely drawn titles and maps. These had been issued by

M. Sabatier, one time Résident of Darlac.

In order to purchase land from the Rhade it is necessary to

negociate with the po lan, with those cultivating portions of the

land, and the notables of villages in whose territory the land in

question is located. More than likely the individuals cultivating

land are from the village concerned so the two latter parties can

1. See Appendix A which is a translation of sections of the codified
Rhade custom relating to the po lan system. This is taken from the
following source: Sabatier, L., Recueil des Coutumes Rhadées du

Darlac, Ecole Française d'Extrême Orient, Collection de Textes et
Documents sur l'Indochine, IV, Hanoi, 1940. Selected tribal laws
and customs of the Bahnar and Jarai are in process of translation -

see Note 1, Part IV.



15 

be dealt with tog,ether. In this case, it is a question of 
. 

compensating them for the loss of cultivated land. Discussion 

with the po Ian would have to held separately. 

The land marked for development in the Buon Kroa Project 

near Ban Ne Thuot is !Srt of the ancestral land of the Eban clan. 

The current po lan, by heredity, is a woman named Hldeo Eban. 

When the French were establishing a plantation on part of this land, 

they agreed to pay the po Ian three piasters a year, two of which 

went to the administration and one to the po Ian: These payments 

continued until 1954. For the Buon Kroa Project, General Kim . 

organized a commission to deal with the land problem. 

This consisted of himself, several assistants, the Chief of District, 

and several notables from villages located in the area. They nego­

tiated with the Rhade who were cultivating rayon the site and agreed 

to pay them 2000 piasters a hectare for five hectares. Not having 

any more available funds, they were unable to negotiate further. 

H'deo Eban, the po Ian was never consulted. 

Discussions with H'deo Eban, the village chief of Buon Kroa, 

several district officials, the Cnief judge of the Tribunal Coutumier 

(tribal court)l and several Rhade farmers, revealed that the most 

equitable way of dealing with this problem is to have the commission 

formed by General Kim meet with the parties concerned in the presence 

---------------------------
1. Se~ section on Tribal Justige for further information on the 
organization and function of t e Tribunal Coutumier • 

• 
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of the Chief Judge of the Tribunal Coutumier. Those cultivating 

ray in the area could either be paid or relocated to another suit­

able location. H'deo Eban stated that he would be willing to 

discuss the question with the commission if they invite her, but 

there was no indication as to what she would consider just compen­

sation. On one of the po lan titles mentioned previously it was 

indicated that land waS rented to another Rhade for a large jar, 

a woman's skirt, and a pig. 

The major difficulty is such negotiation lies in the fa~t 

that the concept of transferring title of land does not exist 

among the Rhade. They are unfamiliar with money economy and it 

is very difficult to discuss cash compensation. In addition they 

are very fatalistic in their approach. In these discussions all 

of the Rhade stated that would rent land, but they didn't want to 

do so. They would agree becauSe the government was stronger than 

they, as they 'agreed with the French becaUSe the French also were 

stronger. 

On the other hand, there was some indication that the po lan 

system was losing its traditional function. The role of the po'lan . 
does not seem to be as important as it had been and there is less 

respect for the ,po lan claim to land. For example, the Rhade 

assistant to the Province Chief of Darlac province is preparing a 

plan to redivide the Rhade land to give each family a determined 

amount of land and title as well. It WaS noted that if this plan 

were adopted, it would mean the end of the po lan system. 
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Jar~.- The Jarai system of land ownership differs considera-

bly from that.of the Rhade. 

land system among the Jarai. 

From all indications, there is no clan • 
Their kinship system is matrilineal 

with many features of the Rhade system. The clan system appears 

to have broken down among the Jarai of Pleiku, but it continues to 

~unction among the Jarai of Cheo Reo (generally considered a more 

traditional group). Notwithstanding the differences between Pleiku 

Jarai and Cheo Reo Jarai, the land .was reported to be owned by 

individual "families" in both areas. On further irivestigation, the 

family proved to be all those individuals living in the same long 

house. This would be related females, their husbands, children, 

and unmarried male kin. Since family property belongs to the 

females, the eldest female in the house would have the strongest 

claim to family land. 

Each Jarai village has a specific territory in which its 

reSidents can practice agriculture whether wet-rice or shifting­

ray. Each family has specific fields which its members work in 

common. The village chief and village council seem to exercise 

a kind of supervisory control over the land in the village. The 

limits of family land are well defined ~.g. in the Cheo Reo area, 

the fields are carefully fenced. In purchasing land the village 

council should be approached and the family holding immediate title 

(Whether written or oral) as well. Around Pleiku it was reported 

that if a family had what they considered to be extra land, they 

would sell it to another Jarai for money or animals and gongs. In 
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one village they specifically noted that they would not sell land 

to outsiders. 

Bahnar.- There are SOllie Bahnar in the Pleiku area, although 

their major concentrations are in Kontum province. The social 

organization of the Bahnar differs radically from that of the Jarai 

or Rhade. They have what is known as a bi-lateral.kinship system. 

This type of family is found in Europe and the United States. 

Neither the made or female side of the fam11y is stressed; the 

inheritance is divided among all of the children; and residence 

after marriage alternates between both sides of the family until 

the couple are able to establish ~heir own household. 

The Bahnar do not appear to have any clan organization. The 

villag~ stands out as the most important social unit. The kra 

are the respected village elders and in Bahnar society, they exer­

cise great authority. They select the head man and they are 

directly'responsible for all village affairs. 

Bahnar at Pleiku.- The Bahnar at Pleiku cultivate more by 

the wet-rice method than shifting-ray. Both wet-rice and ray fieldS 

belong to individual families, i.e. those living in the same long 

house. The village has a certain territory in which its residents 

exploit the land, but title appears to rest more with the family 

than with the village. If there is unused land in the forest, 

unclaimed by a family. the one who clears and cultivates it is 

considered the owner. Land is alienable. There were extensive 

wet-rice fields near the Bahnar villages viSited. One group of 
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fields belonged to a wealthy Bahnar named Peu who sold them to 

Vietnamese long ago. This indicates the possibility of outsideFs 

purchasing land. 

Bahnar at Kontum.- Each Bahnar village has a set territory, 

and there is no "free land." Within this territory each family has 

its own fields, both wet-rice and ray. The kra know the limits of 

the village land and they exercise supervisory'authority over the 

entire territory. If there are any land disputes, the ~ are 

called upon to settle them. More than one informant noted that land 

could not be sold to outSiders. In any case, it appears that any 

negotiation for the purchase of Bahnar land would have to be made 

through the ~ of the village and the family holding immediate 

title. 

Sedang.- Sedang social organization is very similar to that 

of the Bahnar. The Sedang are reputed to be'more individualistic 

than the Bahnar, and this spirit carried into their land tenure 

system. They have both wet-rice and shifting-ray agriculture. 

CUltivated land and land lying fallow in the property of individual 

families. Each village has a definite territory which its members 

cultivate, and uncultivate forest land is conSidered the property 

of the village. If a family requires more land, it requests permis­

sion from the village to clear some of the forest land. Family 

land is alienable -. at least to other Sedang. The family would 

made the decision concerning sale of land. The village council 

also would have to be consulted. " ........ 
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loiountaineer Attitude toward Agriculture and Land.- The following 

are expressed attitudes of Hountaineers in the Ban Me Thuot area 

relative to land sale and their present system of agriculture: 

II We don I t want to sell our land. liie won I t have enough to graze 

cattle and grow rice." 

"One would think there is enough land, but we don I t think we 

have enough land. The land around Ban Me Thuot is supposed to 

support five or six large villages and the Vietnamese too. It 

is a serious problem -- there just is not enough land.!! 

II It (shifting-ray agriculture) is the only way we know. Maybe 

we should use animal fertilizer, but the fields seem to be 

exhausted just as fast ae wberrwedo not use it. Rotted vegetables 

helped. If we had tractors we could grow more. It is hard to 

grow rice in stumps and stones.1! 

I! It is very hard work to clear this land by hand. Vietnamese 

all get tractors, but not the Rhade. Why don't you (Americans) 

give us tractors too so we can compete? Soon there will be 

no more Rhade. We don 't know how to work." 

• --
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Mountaineer Attitude toward Agriculture and Land .- followingThe
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The Tribe. 

, Part IV 

MOUNTAINEER LEADERSHIP 

One of.the aims of this field research was to collect what­

ever information available on Mountaineer leadership patterns. 

Knowing the difficulty of gaining a profound knowledge of power 

structures of societies such as those found in the PMS, it was 

considered more feaSible to simply determine whether the sowcalled 

tribes actually function as political units. Technically the term 

"tribe" embodies the concept of a political structure based on 

traditional roles of authority and lines of leadership. It involw 

ves levels of leaders culminating in one central leader or set of 

leaders recognized as such by the members of the .tribe. 

On the basis of this research, it appears that the tribes 

cannot be equated with any such political organization. Historical 

evidence indicates that in the past the tribes did have a.political 

function. Thi.s was particularly true in times of difficulty when 

tribal Solidarity was necessary for the common cause. In some ins­

tances the tribes even allied with one another for the purpose of 

carrying out warfare. 

\'lith the arrival of the French, an administrative organization 

waS established for the entire PMS. Three provinces, Darlac, Pleiku 

and KontUffi, were formed, each with a French r~sident. The provinces 

were divided into districts and the districts into cantons, French 

policy was to maintain local leaders as much as possible and to 

train and use secretaries and assistants from the local population, 
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Consequently the clerical echelon in the provincial headquarters, 

the district chiefs and canton chiefs were practically all 

Mountaineers. Thus it appears that whatever leaders there were in the 

tribal sense were channeled into this super-imposed political 

system. The only types of leaders remaining outside of this freme­

work appear to be clan elders and leaders of kin groupings. By 

and large, the situation has remained the same since the Vietnamese 

have replaced the French in the PMS. The French residents were 

replaced by Vietnamese province chiefs, but the cadre of local 

employees have remained. 

The Mountaineers often refer to "kings" whom they infer have 

considerable power. In the province of Darlac there is a man 

known as the "King of the Rhade" living at the district town of 

Ban Don. Actually he is head of the Tribunal Coutumier which is 

held monthly in Ban Me Thuot (see section on Tribal Justice for 

details on the tribunal and the chief judge). While he is known 

0mong the Rhade for his role as Chief Judge of the Tribunal, he 

apparently has no 'political function. 

According to French sourcesl , there have always been two 

traditional leaders for all the Jarai. These were sorcerer-kings 

known as the Lord of the East and the Lord of the West or the God 

of Fire and the God of Water respectively. Each extended his 

influence over a determined territory and they were never to meet 

or great calamities would befall the Jarai. 

'- ------~--------------------1. Maspero, H., L' Indochine, Paris et Bruxelles, B. Van Dest, 1929, 
p. 254. 
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An elderly informant in Cheo Reo district noted that the 

French gave great Jara~ chiefs the titles Sorcerer of Water and 

Sorcerer of Fire. He also recalled that in the old days there 

was a royal family in Cheo Reo, the head of which was a great war 

chief. They were the traditional rulers of the entire area. 

According to him, this royal family still resides in a village 

some thirty kilometers from the town of Cheo Reo and the head of 

this family is known as the "king". In the vicinity of Pleiku, 

informants spoke of the "King of the West" and the "King of the East". 

The latter is supposed to have died some time ago. The King of the 

West would visit the village before the War, but he couldn't enter. 

The villagers would bring him offerings so that he could make the. 

proper sacrifices to bring rain, good crops, and good fishing. One 

informant claimed that there was a new king. His visits to the 

village are very irregular and unlike the old king, he enters the 

village limits to collect the offerings. 

In general it appears that there are no real tribal leaders 

in the political sense. Officials designated by the provinCial 

administration are the functioning political leaders throughout the 

P~~. The chief judges of the tribunals are well known and have 

high prestige, but they are not political figures. There also 

appear to be well known sorcerers who perform only magico-religious 

functions. Those deSignated ,as "royal" appear to have vague and 

indeterminate influence in the political sense. 
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Tribal Systems of Justice. 

Vith the establishment of French authority in the PMS, a 

system of political administration was organized for the entire 

region. In doing this, there was no attempt to bring about any 

sweeping changes in.the existing system of justice which was based 

on what could be called tribal law. Instead the French formed a 

tribunal coutumier at each province headquarters. This is a formal 

court intended to settle Mountaineer difficult~es and generally 

.mete out jusbice according to tribal customs. The tribunal is 

only intended to settle those cases which cannot be resolved by 

the village chief and village council. 

The tribunal in Ban Me Thuot more or less typiSies the situa­

tion. There the tribunal convenes for the first seVG'n days of 

every month. The Mountaineers who have grievances gatiler and wait 

their turn to be heard. The Chief of the Tribunal is t'J:, elderly 

man from Ban Don, of Lao-Mnong, origin. His uncle had "\;)e(m appoint­

ed the first Tribunal Chief by the French when the tribunt-;tl was 

founded. He inherited this role and it will be passed on efther to 

his son or his sister' 6 son. In judging the cases brought b-,·fore 

the tribunal, the Chief Judge relies on the written collection of 

Rhade customs compiled by a former French !:esidentl • 

In an interview, the Chief Judge noted that he does have 

some cases concerning property disagreement between Rhade clans. 

---------------------------
"- 1. Sabatier, L • .I, Recueil des Coutumes Rhad4;es du Darlac, Ecole 

FranlJaise d'Extreme Orient, Collection de Te!xtes et Documents 
sur l'Indochine, IV, Hanoi, 1940. 
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every month. The Mountaineers who have grievances gather and wait

their turn to be heard. The Chief of the Tribunal is EI elderly

man from Ban Don, of Lao-Mnong, origin. His uncle had been appoint-

ed the first Tribunal Chief by the French when the tribunal was

founded. He inherited this role and it will be passed on either to

his son or his sister's son. In judging the cases brought fore

the tribunal, the Chief Judge relies on the written collection of

Rhade customs compiled by a former French resident1.

In an interview, the Chief Judge noted that he does have

some cases concerning property disagreement between Rhade clans.

1. Sabatier, L. Recueil des Coutumes Rhadéies du Darlac, Ecole
Française d'Extrême Orient, Collection de Textes et Documents
sur l'Indochine, IV, Hanoi, 1940.
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However the most frequent difficulties are those concerning cases 

of adultery. The tribunal deals only with eases in which both 

parties are Mountaineers. Cases involving both Vietnamese and 

Mountaineers are the responsibility of the Province Chief. The 

Chief Judge is assisted by some Rhade leaders and there is a 

court clerk to record the testimony and judgements. Provincial 

authorities pointed out that they never interfere with the 

operation of the tribunal. Many of the non-mountaineer indivi­

duals interviewed conSidered tribal justice very harsh. Reported­

ly, there continue to be some trials by ordeal. In some instances,. 

both parties are immersed in water, and the first one to come up 

is adjusted to be in wrong. There are also caseS reported where 

hot lead has been poured on the hand of the accused. It is 

believed that the spirits will protect the innocent. l 

---------------------------
1. A more recent collection of tribal laws is thnt compiled by 
Paul Guilleminet - Coutumier de la Tribu Bahnar des sedaQ! - £1 
des Jarai de Ill. ProvInce de Kontum, Publications de l'Eeo e 
FranQaise a'Extrgme orIent, Volume XXXII, Hano!, 1952. . 
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Chief Judge is assisted by some Rhade leaders and there is a

court clerk to record the testimony and judgements. Provincial

authorities pointed out that they never interfere with the

operation of the tribunal. Many of the non-mountaineer indivi-

duals interviewed considered tribal justice very harsh. Reported-

ly, there continue to be some trials by ordeal. In some instances,

both parties are immersed in water, and the first one to come up

is adjusted to be in wrong. There are also cases reported where

hot lead has been poured on the hand of the accused. It is

believed that the spirits will protect the innocent.- 1

1. A more recent collection of tribal laws is that compiled by
Paul Guilleminet - Coutumier de la Tribu Bahnar des Sedang - et
des Jarai de la Province de Kontum, Publications de l'Ecole

Française d Extreme Orient, Volume XXXII, HanoI, 1952.



FART v 
Cm':£;!tINIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PI~S 

Darlac Province. 

1. Reportedly between 5000-6000 I/hades lef'c with the Communists 

after the Geneva Conference. Three ou'~ of four Rhade doctors 

also left. 

2. P~ade and Vietnamese Communist agents are reported to be ac­

tive in the province. They gain acceptance in the villages by 

partiCipating in the life of the people. The Rhade agents are 

i't.ocepted easily, and thc Vietnamese agents br<)ak their teeth to 

comply with Ilhe.de custom and wear Rhade clothes to gain the con­

fidence of the villagers. 

3. The propaganda of the Communist agents is anti-government in 

general, They make a great issue of the ,romises of the Govern­

ment which they claim will not be carried out, and of the Gov­

ernment's lack of respect for the Mountaineers. They pOint out 

that in thc North the Government has formed an autonomous state 

for the Thai minority and they promise that if th3 Mountaineers 

in the South support the Viot Gong, they too will have autonomy, 

(They apparently are referring to the communist-proposed Thai 

federation that would include the Thai groups of southern China, 

northern Viet NaIll, and northern Laos,) 

·Pl.e1ku l'rovince. 

1. Thcll-e are reported to be agents op3rating throughout Pleiku 

province, although the situation is reported to have improved 

.. 
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PART V

COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PMS

Darlac Province.

1. Reportedly between 5000-6000 Rhades left with the Communists

after the Geneva Conference. Three out of four Rhade doctors

also left.

2. Rhade and Vietnamese Communist agents are reported to be ac-

tive in the province. They gain acceptance in the villages by

participating in the life of the people. The Rhade agents are

Accepted easily, and the Vietnamese agents break their teeth to

comply with Rhade custom and wear Rhade clothes to gain the con-

fidence of the villagers,

3. The propaganda of the Communist agents is anti-government in

general. They make a great issue of the promises of the Govern-

ment which they claim will not be carried out, and of the Gov-

ernment's lack of respect for the Mountaineers, They point out

that in the North the Government has formed an autonomous state

for the Thai minority and they promise that if the Mountaineers

in the South support the Viot Cong, they too will have autonomy.

(They apparently are referring to the communist-proposed Thai

federation that would include the Thai groups of southern China,

northern Viet Nam, and northern Laos.)

Pleiku Province.

1. There are reported to be agents operating throughout Pleiku

province, although the situation is reported to have improved
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since last summer. The most sensitive arca appears to be in 
i '- the Cu Ty district in th~ western part of the province. 

2. Radio Hanoi has some special broadcasts in the Jarai langu2.gc 

Kontum Province. 

There'are Viet Cong agents operating in Kontum province, 

mostly in the northern area. They will visit villages for 

several days and then move on. The area around Dsk To district 

is more stable than a ye2,r ago, and Viet C'1".g activity has 

diminished groatly. 
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since last summer. The most sensitive area appears to be in

the Cu Ty district in the western part of the province.

2. Radio Hanoi has some special broadcasts in the Jarai language

Kontum Province,

There are Viet Cong agents operating in Kontum province,

mostly in the northern area. They will visit villages for

several days and then move on. The area around Dak To district

is more stable than a year ago, and Viet Cong activity has

diminished greatly.



PART VI 

SOj,L~ lIIOUN'i'AINEJ;R ATTIT1'DES 

The following are related incidents ahd direot statements 

. of i",divic.ual :t1ountaineers refl.;oting prevailing attitudes 

tOWill'd the Vj,etnr.lllese.:I£ 

1. One ~1an said ha was very upset ab~ut his land. He had just 

oleared a rice field ffild a Vietnamese moved in and settled on 

it. He went to the authoriti(;s and reoeived no help. When he 

went directly to the squatter and asl::ed why he was there, the 

man retorted by threatening to burp his h~use. 

2. In Pleiku one man noted that Vietnamese treatment of the 

Mountaineers had impro-J'ed. • 

3. Several ",greed that it W8,S a COl:llilon occurrence in the Pleilru 

market that if the, Nountain0er w01.tl:t not aocerit the offered 

prioe for sale of his vegetables, the Vietnamose merch<tnt would 

crush the vegetables, making them unsalable. 

4. Several' noted that in the Pleilru market. the merchants often 

try to o;c,dger them into buying things. If the poli oe are there. 

they try to holl' the IJ!oun'~aineers, but when the police leave the 

merchants resume tbeir rress\.:re. 

5. The Vietna:.:lese proD.L:e to pay them for worldng on the roads. 

but oithar they never receive the lll,oney o:r,'it takes a long tiille. 

They must war:;': on the roads three ti~:\es a YGar 'for a perc_od. of 

ten days oeoil time. They must obey when they are 08.11ed. for 

they 2,re afraid of wh2.t will ha::;;pen if thoy don't agree. 

iE Identifying data omitted for protection of informants. 
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iE Identifying data omitted for protection of informants. 

PART VI

SOME MOUNTAINEER ATTITUDES

The following are related incidents and direct statements

of individual Mountaineers reflecting prevailing attitudes

toward the Vietnamese,

1. One nan said he was very upset about his land. He had just

cleared a rice field and a Vietnamese moved in and settled on

it. He went to the authorities and received no help. When he

went directly to the squatter and asked why he was there, the

man retorted by threatening to burn his house.

2. In Pleiku one man noted that Vietnamese treatment of the

Mountaineers had improved.

3. Several agreed that it was a common occurrence in the Pleiku

market that if the Mountaineer would not accept the offered

price for sale of his vegetables, the Vietnamese merchant would

crush the vegetables, making them unsalable.

4. Several noted that in the Pleiku market, the merchants often

try to badger them into buying things. If the police are there,

they try to help the Mountaineers, but when the police leave the

merchants resume their pressure.

5. The Vietnanese promise to pay them for working on the roads,

but either they never receive the money or it takes a long time.

They must work on the roads three times a year for a period of

ten days each time. They must obey when they are called, for

they are afraid of what will happen if they don't agree.

Identifying data omitted for protection of informants,
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6. "The VietnamesE) talk oqwJ.H;y," a grouI' of Houn·i;B.ineers 

agr~ed, "but t~1ey c~on't mean what they saY •• ,.in their hearts. 

thay we.nt to donirir.tc 1,.1S. T'aey are colonialists. The French 

were k.d at tl1e [;louth, but in their hep.rts they were good. 

:i:'hings Wel"e better." 

"T'ile Vietnrunese look down on us. They don I t moan it vlhen they 

call us brothers. Even little Vietnameoe c2.l1 l'IIountaineer func-

tionnries fmoi,f and 'moi' means savage. The Vietnamese think 

they are all mande.rins. B 

7. Several mountaineers Se?8,ra tely noted tl1J. t the Vietnamese, 

particuL,rly the soldiers, were :llways coning into villages 

stealing chickens, pigs, and oth3r things. One pointed out tha.t 

the rafugees in thJ cen"t;er 30 kIn. south of Pleiku die'. this vary 

often. One st'.tad, "We com)lco,in to tl10 colonel, but notl1:'.ng 

happens." 

8. A Victnam3se visited many of the villages in tho vicinity 

of I'leikU saying he w['.s ch:;;cl~ing iGcntificatiol1 cards. Many 

Iloun'~i'.:,neers did not hz,ve c'c"rds ':lcCIlUS. a sm.c.llpox epidemio pre­

vented tlloir going to town to register. He charged 100 :;;i2.sters 

for each rson without a card and reportedly collected 25,000$. 

lIe was c(l.Ui,jht and freed wit:lout cJunisrJUent. - , 

9. One grol-,p of lCountai:r:sers ,gtJ.ted that they would not sell 

their rice in the l'1arket because th8;clOrchnnts would cheat them. 

They only sold it to one another. 

10. "Under the French tIle schools were bettar. The Vietnamese 

have better sC!lOols, bert tIl" Moun·~aine(lr schools only get worse­

no money. no instructors, and no directors." 
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6. "The Vietnamese talk equality," a group of Mountaineers

agreed, "but they don't mean what they say in their hearts,

they want to dominate us. They are colonialists. The French

were bad at the mouth, but in their hearts they were good.

Things were better."

"The Vietnamese look down on U.S. They don't moan it when they

call us brothers. Even little Vietnamese call Mountaineer func-

tionaries 'moi,' and 'moi' means savage. The Vietnamese think

they are all mandarins."

7. Several mountaincers separately noted that the Vietnamese,

particularly the soldiers, were always coming into villages

stealing chickens, pigs, and other things. One pointed out that

the refugees in the center 30 km. south of Pleiku did this very

often. One stated, "We complain to the colonel, but nothing

happens."

8. A Victnamese visited many of the villages in the vicinity

of Pleiku saying he was checking identification cards. Many

Mountaineers did not have cards because a smallpox epidemic pre-

vented their going to town to register. He charged 100 piasters

for each person without a card and reportedly collected 25,000$.

He was caught and freed without punishment.

9. One group of Mountainsers stated that they would not sell

their rice in the market because the merchants would cheat them.

They only sold it to one another.

10. "Under the French the schools were better. The Vietnamese

have better schools, but the Mountaineer schools only get worse--

no money, no instructors, and no directors."
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30 

11. Vi(ltn22ll.8Se mcraha.nts take Jdvantag(l of il1i tjratQ M01':n-

taineers by giving the:l:1 five l'i"tster notes and telling them 

tha.t they are twenty-five piaster notes. 

12. In 8iJvc!T,1 lllaoss they eX])l"Jsoed the idea that their only 

hope was to go b2.ok to the mOl:nta1ns. 

13. When General O'n~~isl was visiting the Pleiku area, he 

told the poople we wo~ld send some uniforms for the sChool 

ohildren; one mo.n said they were still waiting for them • 

• 
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11. Vietnemese merchants take advantage of illiterate Moun-

taineers by giving them five piaster notes and telling them

that they are twenty-five piaster notes.

12. In several places they expressed the idea that their only

hope was to go back to the mountains.

13. When General O'Daniel was visiting the Pleiku area, he

told the people we would send some uniforms for the school

children; one man said they were still waiting for them.



PAJ]~ VII 

NOT3S O!'T nT~IlVI:EWS WITH PROVINC,~ CHIEFS 

Darlao Provinoe. l 

Regc;,rding nountaineere. The Province Chief Cloeen I t inter­

fere with their oustOBS, 2nd h:; h2.S not made any progress in 
• changing them. For example, they continue to brealr their teeth 

and mak", sacrifices to the spirits. Even the mora evol1;.e Moun­

taineers continue to believe in sJ;'irits and have saorifices to 

them. 

The Tribunal Coutou;.uor is strictly a r.~ountaineer affair~ 

The Province Chief doesn't intcrfore with its operations and 
• 

decisions. He does most of. his ctealing with Mountaineers through 

"-- his F.hade assistant. If there <"re any disputes between Vietna- .. 

mese and Mount'2:.inZlcrs, he s.,n\19 this assistant to settle them. 

Problems 2.nd Program. It is a ~roblem to get the Moun­

taineers to le2,rn the customs of the lowland peo:;Jle. The Pro­

vince Chief w01.:1d lilt3 th:im to wear clothes liko the Vietnamese. 

There also is a problem conc:ming lancl rights. The 

Mountainsers believe they own c'.11 of the land and everything 

on it. This has been the c[',use of some trouble because the 

Vietnamese fish in the rivers ::.r:.d the ~\lountain()e!'s resent it. 

The Provj.noe Chief has he.d to senCl hie BhE'.de assistant to settle 

this quest1r;n. Another proble:m in t'Jis rG[\,~rd conoerns granting 

land concessions to individuals. 

-----------_.-------
1. This Province Chief he.s been trMsferred s5.noe this inter­

view. 
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PART VII

NOTES ON INTERVIEWS WITH PROVINCE CHIEFS

Darlac Province.
1

Regarding Mountaineers. The Province Chief doesn't inter-

fere with their customs, and he has not made any progress in

changing them. For example, they continue to break their teeth

and make sacrifices to the spirits. Even the more evolue Moun-

taineers continue to believe in spirits and have sacrifices to

them.

The Tribunal Coutounier is strictly a Mountaineer affair.

The Province Chief doesn't interfere with its operations and

decisions. He does most of his dealing with Mountaineers through

his Rhade assistant. If there are any disputes between Vietna-

mese and Mountaineers, he sends this assistant to settle them.

Problems and Program. It is a problem to get the Moun-

taineers to learn the customs of the lowland people. The Pro-

vince Chief would like them to wear clothes like the Vietnamese.

There also is a problem concoming land rights. The

Mountainsers believe they own all of the land and everything

on it. This has been the cause of some trouble because the

Vietnamese fish in the rivers and the Mountaineers resent it.

The Province Chief has had to send his Rhade assistant to settle

this question. Another problem in this regard concerns granting

land concessions to individuals,

1. This Province Chief has been transferred since this inter-
view.
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The Province Chief' has pcrniitted travelling merchants to 

020'Grate in tIl.:; viJ.lagos. Tllis has caused some diffi cul ty be 

cause they offer the Hountainaers attractive articles wl~ich the 

Mountaineers ca.rmot :If'f'ord. Thero are ('.bout thirty such mer­

chants in Darlac province at the present time. 

The Eountaineers are French trained and c2r:not speak the 

offici::tl lar::suage. As a result, the Province Chief :.believes 

that three expGrienced Mountaineer secret·J,ries are worth but 

one new Vietn::illle se secretary. 3:e felt that schools =d teacl1ers 

to teach the Vietnm.ese 18,nguage to the :t:lountaineers would yield 

great dividends. 

The Province Chief foels that there is a pressing noed to 

gain gr0ater underst:cnding of the Mountaine:;rs. This should 

be a primary aim in their ?rogrum. 

The econonic dev(llo:pment of the :province is also another 

very important part of the provincial program. A cadastral 

service is badly needed and is Deing organized. There also is 

great nae!'! for a progrC'm to teach the tdount,:dneers a better 

systeI:l of agricl'.lturt'l =cl :10\'/ to C2.re for their animals. 

Pleiku ?rOvince.
l 

Regardil".g r:!ountaine e4's. According to the Provh'lce Chief, 
. 

all of the people in the prOvince are Jarai. (1).ctually there 

.' 
" 

are Rhade, Bahner, and othor ethnic grou~s in addition to Jurai.) 

The Mountaineers "adore what tl1ey fear," and their religion is 

based on su?crstition. TIley move their villages continually in 

--------------------
1. This Province Chief recently W2,g Idlled in an auto accident. 
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The Province Chief has pcrniitted travelling merchants to 

020'Grate in tIl.:; viJ.lagos. Tllis has caused some diffi cul ty be 

cause they offer the Hountainaers attractive articles wl~ich the 

Mountaineers ca.rmot :lfford. Thero are ('.bout thirty such mer­

chants in Darlac province at the present time. 

The Eountaineers are French trained and c2r:not speak the 

offici::tl lar::suage. As a result, the Province Chief :.believes 

that three expGrienced Mountaineer secret·J,ries are worth but 

one new Vietn::illle se secretary. 3:e felt that schools =d teacl1ers 

to teach the Vietnm.ese 18,nguage to the :t:lountaineers would yield 

great dividends. 

The Province Chief foels that there is a pressing noed to 

gain gr0ater underst:cnding of the Mountaine:;rs. This should 

be a primary aim in their ?rogrum. 

The econonic dev(llo:pment of the :province is also another 

very important part of the provincial program. A cadastral 

service is badly needed and is Deing organized. There also is 

great nae!'! for a progrC'm to teach the tdount,:dneers a better 

systGI:l of agricl'.lturt'l =cl :10\'/ to C2.re for their animals. 
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32

The Province Chief has permitted travelling merchants to

operate in the villagos. This has caused some difficulty be

cause they offer the Mountaineers attractive articles which the

Mountaineers cannot afford. There are about thirty such mer-

chants in Darlac province at the present time.

The Mountaineers are French trained and cannot speak the

official language. As a result, the Province Chief believes

that three experienced Mountaineer secretaries are worth but

one new Vietnamese secretary. He felt that schools and teachers

to teach the Vietnamese language to the Mountaineers would yield

great dividends.

The Province Chief feels that there is a pressing need to

gain greater understanding of the Mountaineers, This should

be a primary aim in their program.

The economic development of the province is also another

very important part of the provincial program. A cadastral

service is badly needed and is being organized. There also is

great need for a program to teach the Mountaineers a better

system of agriculture and how to care for their animals.

1
Pleiku Province.

Regarding Mountaineers, According to the Province Chief,

all of the people in the province are Jarai. (Actually there

are Rhade, Bahnar, and other ethnic groups in addition to Jarai. )

The Mountaineers "adore what they fear," and their religion is

based on superstition. They move their villages continually in

This Province Chief recently was killed in an auto accident.1.
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order to practice their type of agriculture. Th",re are limits 

to village land, but they have no papers to prove their owner­

ship. The only land that is owned is th2,t which is being cul-

tivated. 

ThG Province Chief notes that rolation~ be:twoen Mountaineers 

and ViJtn2Jllese are V,)ry Good. They eat together. have enter-

tainment togather. and live together. The, Mountain:ors and 

their frullilies participate in Vietnamose dinners. Those lI!oun­

taineOl's working at thG provincial head'lu::1rtQrs en t in the 

homes of the VietncJllose and they a.ttend meetings together. 

There arc some remote villages where th::re is loss understanding. 

With respect to the arro~ant attitude of Vietnamese toward 

'I...- the Mountainc'rs, the Province Chief has personally circulated 

i:c the l,rovince and tries to eorrect it. He calls frequent 

meetings to discuss this problem. In addition h·;) sends agents 

l~_ , 

to towns and villagos to count:ract the Viet Cong propaganda. 

At meetings, the mountaineers speak from 'the same platform 

, as the Vietn8.m9sa. The Province Ohief does not drink from the 

jar. He can't drink their wine. He just prett:lnds to drink. He 

does es.t their food, ev::m if it is not sani taI"J or hyg::mic. 

Th~F~ovince Chief feels it is necessary to attend such 

things GoB Mountaineer f·estiv31s in order to counsel and aid, 

them. It s'.rves to establish confidence in tho Government. 

Ii;:) knew of no cases of V:,~tnamcse stealing i1igs and cows. 

SometLnes they may steal chick:ms, but this is illegal. The, 

\.-.- Province Celief never hears complaints anymore. If theft of 
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order to practice their type of agriculture. There are limits

to village land, but they have no papers to prove their owner-

ship. The only land that is owned is that which is being cul-

tivated.

The Province Chief notes that relations between Mountaineers

and Vietnamese are vory good. They eat togother, have enter-

tainment together, and live together. The Mountainsers and

their families participate in Vietnamose dinners. Those Moun-

taineers working at the provincial headquarters eat in the

homes of the Vietnamese and they attend meetings together.

There are some remote villages where there is less understanding.

With respect to the arrogant attitude of Vietnamose toward

the Mountaineors, the Province Chief has personally circulated

in the province and tries to correct it. He calls frequent

meetings to discuss this problem. In addition he sends agents

to towns and villages to countcract the Viot Cong propaganda.

At meetings, the Mountaineers speak from the same platform

as the Vietnamese. The Province Chief does not drink from the

jar. He can't drink their wine. He just pretends to drink. He

does eat their food, even if it is not sanitary or hygenic.

The Province Chief feels it is necessary to attend such

things as Mountaineer festivals in order to counsel and aid,

them. It serves to establish confidence in the Government.

He knew of no cases of Viotnamese stealing pigs and cows.

Sometimes they may steal chickens, but this is illegal. The

Province Chief never hears complaints anymore. If theft of
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aniID<,la should occur, the pl~irctiff should go to tho Chief of 

the village arcd from there through channels. 

The Province Chief feels that one learns to deal with the 

Mountaj.neers only through one's own wisdom and experience. As 

Provinoe Chief, he receives lettet's from the Government from time 

to time c;iving instructions on how to treat th,,·Hountaineers. 

The Province Chiof wants the Eountain"ernm6n to wear pants-

at least short ones. It y;ov.ld look much better. Even the sol-

diers who have learned to wear pants evontu2,lly n,turn to their 

villages, gGt rid of their ll:mts, ,ma go bp"ck to the simple 

breech cloth. 

Problems and Pror;ram. According to the Province Chief, the 

most important needs of the ,rovince s.re tho following: 

1, Devolo? agriculture 
2. Develoll a system of roads 
3. Find c, market for produce. 

An Khe and Oheo Reo are th:; richest p18.ces in the province and 

the likeliest are?,s for economic dc,velopment, There are twelve 

abandoned ooffee plantations in the province that should be re­

activated: however, there is a lack of technicians and other 

help. Toba.cco could be grown in nuch l.?,rgor :luant1 ties. At 

present it is cultivr.;~ted in small patches and there is grent 

need fOr a coop~rative to produce and market tobacco. 

, ... ""'~ . ..,. 
~ • J ,... :.,. 

Kontum Province. 

Regarding r,Iountainoers. Since there is no cadastral sar-. 

vice in this province, a JY:ounte:.inoor chooses some land and cuJ.-

tivates it-for one or two ycar9 at the nost. The Province Chief 
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animals should occur, the plaintiff should go to the Chief of

the village and from there through channels.

The Province Chief feels that one learns to deal with the

Mountaineers only through one's own wisdom and experience. As

Province Chief, he receives letters from the Government from time

to time giving instructions on how to treat the Mountaineers,

The Province Chief wants the Ilountaineermmón to wear pants--

at least short ones. It would look much better. Even the sol-

diers who have learned to wear pants eventually return to their

villages, get rid of their pants, and go back to the simple

breech cloth.

Problems and Program. According to the Province Chief, the

most important needs of the province are the following:

1. Develop agriculture
2. Develop a system of roads
3. Find S. market for produce.

An Khe and Cheo Reo are the richest places in the province and

the likeliest areas for economic development. There are twelve

abandoned coffee plantations in the province that should be re-

activated; however, there is a lack of technicians and other

help. Tobacco could be grown in much larger quantities. At

present it is cultivated in small patches and there is great

need for a cooperative to produce and market tobacco.

Kontum Province.

Regarding Mountaineers. Since there is no cadastral ser-

vice in this province, a Mountaineer chooses some land and cul-

tivates it for one or two years at the most. The Province Chief
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• 
\..... thinks the IIountainuers are lazy. They work four months of th'6 

year and their agricultural m:thods are NCry rudimentary. One 

chooses a piece of land where he wishes and omens are important 

in this selection--one goes we!'1t if he sees a. bird flying in 

that direction when he is selectiR~ a field. 

According to the Province Chief, whoevor clears the ray is 

the owner. If someone cultivating the ray becomes ill, tha field 

is considered bad luck and is aband,:med. It nevertheless re-

mains the property of the one who cleared it. 

The wet-rice fields botween Pleiku and Kontum are owned by 

Vietnamese who hiro Mountaine(;)rs to work in the fields. The 

Mount::J.inoers living near the Vietnamese im tate Vietnamese ways. 

The Province Chief r.oted that sometimes the Vietnamese buy 

wet-rice fields from the iiIountaineers. The Vietnamese should 

always purchc.se the land they want and they can TJay with gongs 

or buffalo, 

One ou~standir,g problem among the Mountaineers is that t~ey 

often do not have enough to feed themselves. They want to keep 

their own costumes--keep 'cheir iCfenti ty. The Provinge Chief 

pointed out t112t he does not want to mE'lm the rIou.'ltaineers into 

Vietnamese. He would like to educate them so they can cultivate 

enough land to feed themselves, 

He noted that if the ViJtnamese have a superior attitude 

toward the lifoun·tainoers, the ~,fol'.ntainGers will not respect them. 

The Province Chief makes poriodic tours throughout 'the area to 

check this Situation. 
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thinks the Mountainer are lazy. They work four months of the

year and their agricultural methods are vory rudimentary. One

chooses a piece of land where he wishes and omens are important

in this selection one goes west if he sees a bird flying in

that direction when he is selecting a field.

According to the Province Chief, whoever clears the ray is

the owner. If someone cultivating the ray becomes ill, the field

is considered bad luck and is abandoned. It nevertheless re-

mains the property of the one who cleared it.

The wet-rice fields between Pleiku and Kontum are owned by

Vietnamese who hire Mountaineers to work in the fields. The

Mountoineers living near the Vietnamese imitate Vietnamese ways.

The Province Chief noted that sometimes the Vietnamese buy

wet-rice fields from the Mountaineers. The Vietnamese should

always purchase the land they want and they can pay with gongs

or buffalo.

One outstanding problem among the Mountaineers is that they

often do not have enough to feed themselves. They want to keep

their own costumes-keep their identity. The Province Chief

pointed out that he does not want to make the Mountaineers into

Vietnamese. He would like to educate them so they can cultivate

enough land to feed themselves.

He noted that if the Vietnamese have a superior attitude

toward the Mountaineers, the Mountaineers will not respect them.

The Province Chief makes periodic tours throughout the area to

check this situation.
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Problems and Program. With respect to corvces, the Pro­

vince Chief stJ.tes that they pay forty piasters a day. 'rhi's is 

supposed to be paid monthly, but sincc there is no treasury in 

the province, the pay is usually late. This makes the aoun­

taineers unhappy and the Province Chief thinks it would be better 

if Saig:m wOl'.ld advance 200,000 to 300,000 pi:wtcra ao that pay­

menta could be m.3.c1e on ti:,e. 

In Ord,ll" to oCJ.ucate the Mountai;n:crs in better agricul­

tural meth:Jds, the Province Chief foels that it would be neces­

se,ry to gi VEl each fani13r four or fi va hecta:;: es of their own 

choosing. T'ney could bo instructod on plowinG. methods. It 

would r,ot dot,:riorate tho land f.nd no fertilizer would be nc;eded 

for Ej,t le'1st ten yccrs. Plowing 'Iiould reach deeper and the 

land co,ud be more fully utilized. 

There is a problem in finding trainod Mountaineers to f:l.ll 

administrative posi tiona. At !lresent only one out of four dis­

trict chiefs in the proYinceare MOlJ.ntaineers. 

Thore is not much plantation land in Kontum province be­

cause thq terrain is t:)o hilly nnd there is no red land. There 

is one place where there is tJ10 rossi bili ty of arranging 2000 

hectares of rice fields. but at ~re3ent there is insufficient 

water. 

The Province C~ief foels that there is a possibility of 

cultivating tea, coffee, and pepper in the province. 

The Province Chief is c~'rently trying to launch a forest 

\.....- conservation program, Its primary objective is to tnstruct the 

" 
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Problems and Program. With respect to corvees, the Pro--

vince Chief states that they pay forty piasters a day. This is

supposed to be paid monthly, but since there is no treasury in

the province, the pay is usually late. This makes the Moun-

taineers unhappy and the Province Chief thinks it would be better

if Saigon would advance 200,000 to 300,000 piasters so that pay-

ments could be made on time.

In order to educate the Mountaineers in better agricul-

tural methods, the Province Chief feels that it would be neces-

sary to give each family four or five hectares of their own

choosing. They could be instructed on plowing methods. It

would not deteriorate the land and no fertilizer would be nceded

for at least ten yours. Plowing would reach deeper and the

land could be more fully utilized.

There is a problem in finding trained Mountaineers to fill

administrative positions, At present only one out of four dis-

trict chiefs in the province are Mountaineers.

There is not much plantation land in Kontum province be-

cause the terrain is too hilly and there is no red land. There

is one place where there is the possibility of arranging 2000

hectares of rice fields, but at present there is insufficient

water.

The Province Chief feels that there is a possibility of

cultivating tea, coffee, and pepper in the province.

The Province Chief is currently trying to launch a forest

conservation program. Its primary objective is to instruct the



37 

, Mountaineers on fire control so they vall not burn more than 
'-

they noed w:len preparing the rc,y. He feels that it has n·:Jt 

been very successful thus far, 

The most important ,oints in the program for this year are 

the following: 

1. Develop populsr education 
2. Develop health and sanitation programs 
3. Develop their cultures, 
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Mountaineers on fire control so they will not burn more than

they need when preparing the ray. He feels that it has not

been very successful thus far.

The most important points in the program for this year are

the following:

1. Develop popular education
2. Develop health and sanitation programs
3. Develop their cultures.



BECUEIL DES COlJ'l'UJAES RHJJ)EES DU D1JiL.h.G 

By.L. Saba tier 

CRAPl'ER XI 

229. Takbg care of the l&ld. 

The girls are like rice seeds; they wear vests al~d cover themselves; 

they are the care-takers of the vans snd t'J.e riddles, a.\1d tho a\lCestorsl 

"back" (la21d). 

Thc eldest sist~r must be considered as a mother, &~d the eldest 

,brother-ill-law as a father. 

They must take care of the l&\d (the property) a:ld the woods, &:d if 

L1a:cgo ar.d baraboo trees do ;lot blossom, because Y0U;lg men and girls behave 

themselves badly (iaceat), the latter oust be punished. 

Ii' grasses wither il: the stream and taroes fade ill the marshes; if 

fornicatiol: takes place between relativelil of the same clEm, the landowner 

will claim lIome' compe:,aatiOl: from them. 

Men can::ot appropriate rolls of copper wire and pumpkins (charges de 

citrouilles). 

If the aunt dies, her aioce inherits; if' the grandmother dies, her 

graild-daughter inherits and if the latter dics, another will inherit (the 

la:::d and other persollal goods). 

If there remains only one man or one worna:., they will: take care of 

the v~s a::d riddles, &,d the ancestors' lSl'ld. 

They will always preserve the le.nd, they will always keep watch all 

1..,...." tho woodsl they will always "look after the land that belo~s to them. 
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RECUEIL DES COUTUMES RHADEES DU DARLAC

By L. Sabatier

CHAPTER XI

229. Taking care of the land.

The girls are like rice seeds; they wear vests and cover themselves;

they are the care-takers of the vans and the riddles, and the ancestors'

"back" (land)..

The eldest sister must be considered as a mother, and the eldest

brother-in-law as a father.

They must take care of the land (the property) and the woods, and if

mango and bamboo trees do not blossom, because young men and girls behave

themselves badly (incest), the latter must be punished.

If grasses wither in the stream and taroes fade in the marshes; if

formication takes place between relatives of the same clan, the landowner

will claim some compensation from them.

Men cannot appropriate rolls of copper wire and pumpkins (charges de

citrouilles)

If the aunt dies, her niece inherits; if the grandmother dies, her

grand-daughter inherits and if the latter dies, another will iuherit (the

land and other personal goods).

If there remains only one man or one womá:, they will take care of

the vans and riddles, and the ancestors' land.

They will always preserve the land; they will always keep watch on

the woods; they will always look after the land that belongs to them.
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Who:: their children grow up, they will educate them; when their gra:J.d­

childre~ grow up, they will educate then too, because the bond that is 

broke:l should be rotied ar.d what is 'Nea.\:: should be strengthened. 

230. Concerni::J.g tho obligatio'l to proserTe the land under all circun..:;jt"~"CElll.. 

231. 

If the aU:lt dies, her ::ioce succeeds her; 

If the gra::dmothel' dies,. her grand-daughter succeeds her; 

If tho latter dies, ~other succeeds her. 

Thus, lrobody dares to lay hands (o::! tho land). 

Nobody elm divide it ill order to take possession of it. 
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When their children grow up, they will educate them; when their grand-

children grow up, they will educate them too, because the bond that is

broken should be retied and what is weak should be strengthened.

230. Concerning the obligation to preserve the land under all circunstances.

If the aunt dies, her niece succeeds her;

If the grandmother dies, her grand-daughter succeeds her;

If the latter dies, another succeeds her.

Thus, nobody dares to lay hands (on the land).

Nobody can divide it in order to take possession of it.

231. The rights and duties of landowners.

The land, water, woods, flat vans and hollow vans, the ancestore'

back (ancestral land).

The landowner. is obliged to keep them, to watch over the "Hole, the

forests, the trees bearing bee-hives, to prevent the mango and bamboo trees

from withering, to prevent young mon and girls from being guilty (of incest)

because of bad behavior.

If he doesn't know how to carry out his job, he must ask the village

chief for advice.

If too much watercress withers in streams, too many taro dry up in

marshes, it is because young men and girls related by blood or brothers

and sisters of the same parents have practiced incest.

The guilty people are condemned by the village chief to pay a compen-

sation fine of a pig or a chicken.

If they behave badly, they fined by the village chief.
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They will provide eo pig a:ld a jar of alcohol to pur11'y the, la:ld and 

the weeds. 

The woma:.: a:ldmall Who are known, will have to fUI"""-ish a pig. 

The woman g1 ves it to the la. ... downer, the man to the village chief. 

'But if they are ul~airly charged by the village chief, the latter has 

to give them two male elephe.:lts or three female e,lepha;lt. beoause he has 

wronged them, and the question only concerns the wronged people mld the 

village chief, the landowner is not involved. 

232. Concerning the rights of the landowner (Po land). 

All landowners who have children or grandchildren must teach them the 

followings 

They must not climb on tl'aes bearing bee-hives, because doing so is 

, af)IBeriouB a sin as cutting off the tail of an elephant, or brelilkhlg the 

/ ta:x: bowl, or sleeping with a rioh mall' a wife or one's brother' B wife. 

Ther~ would be a punishment for that sin. 

Tharef'ore, one must not climb 011 trees bearing bee-hives, it ill for-

bidden and it is a ~in. 

0::1 the contrary, bUl"uing 1e authorized, so is fishil:g ill the rival'S. 

One may gather honey on shrubs and ir.. bushes. 

One may take reeds, straw, bamboo for building houseJ:l without payinG' 

anything. 

But if the "po Ian" (lal:downer), cannot transport his wood, one muat 

help him; if he cannot carry'water, one must help him; if he ce.:tlllot 

build his house, one must help him; if he is sick, one must visit him. 
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They will provide a pig and a jar of alcohol to purify the land and

the woods.

The woman and man who are known, will have to furnish a pig.

The woman gives it to the landowner, the man to the village chief.

But if they are unfairly charged by the village chief, the latter has

to give them two male elephants or three female elephants because he has

wronged them, and the question only concerns the wronged people and the

village chief; the landowner is not involved.

232. Concerning the rights of the landowner (Po land).

All landowners who have children or grandchildren must teach them the

following:

They must not climb on troes bearing bee-hives, because doing so is

asserious a sin as cutting off the tail of an elephant, or breaking the

tax bowl, or sleeping with a rich man's wife or one's brother's wife.

There would be a punishment for that sin.

Therefore, one must not climb on trees bearing bee-hives; it is for-

bidden and it is a sin.

On the contrary, burning is authorized, so is fishing in the rivers.

One may gather honey on shrubs and in bushes.

One may take reeds, straw, bamboo for building houses without paying

anything.

But if the "po lan" (landowner) cannot transport his wood, one must

help him; if he cannot carry water, one must help him; if he cannot

build his house, one must help him; if he is sick, one must visit him.
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Vihen he is alive, one must invite him to drink. if he dies, one muet 

help in his burial; one must never abandon him. 

All people must listen to the,above with the same ear, must speak of 

it in the same manner; all people must agree upon it (recognition of the 

righte of the po Ian). 

All young brothers (of sparrow-hawks), village elders, nephews and 

nieces, all the neighboring inhabitants, all must remember the above. 

233. Concerning the 'oblirtion of the "po lan" to visit his lands. 

Ths "po lan"'must visit the big rpund ven, the oval van, the anoestors! 

baok (the land). 

He must visit them so that t~e land be green all the time, the water 

"-- be limpid, the banana trees and sugar trees always grow well. 

The land must never be lllee a horse without a master, like o%en with-

out a guard. 

Sinoe the time of the anoestors, Since the qlden times, oustom has 

required the "po Ian" to visit his land at least onoe every seven years. 

234. Injuries to the land. 

The land, water, woods: IlObody oan lay hands on them, nobody oan 

appropriate them. 

They are the property of the po lans who cannot pe.rt from them. 

~35. Of the mOllOpolization of the land. 

He who lays hands on the land and water, who appropriates the land of 

the rioh, 

He who appropriates forests and land, grazing lands of rhinoceros 
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When he is alive, one must invite him to drink; if he dies, one must

help in his burial; one must never abandon him.

All people must listen to the above with the same ear, must speak of

it in the same manner; all people must agree upon it (recognition of the

rights of the po lan).

All young brothers (of sparrow-bawks), village elders, nephews and

nieces, all the neighboring inhebitants, all must remember the above.

233. Concerning the obligation of the "po lan" to visit his lands.

The "po lan" must visit the big round van, the oval van, the ancestors'

back (the land).

He must visit them so that the land be green all the time, the water

be limpid, the banana trees and sugar trees always grow well.

The land must never be like a horse without a master, like oxen with-

out a guard.

Since the time of the ancestors, since the olden times, custom has

required the "po lan" to visit his land at least once every seven years.

234. Injuries to the land.

The land, water, woods: nobody can lay hands on them; nobody can

appropriate them.

They are the property of the po lans who cannot part from them.

235. Of the monopolization of the land.

He who lays hands on the land and water, who appropriates the land of

the rich,

He who appropriates forests and land, grazing lands of rhinoceros
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" and elephants. 

He who fears nobody, who dares disobey (the laws), who orosses the 

highest mountain, is a guilty man and there will be diffioulties between 

the po Ian and him. 

236. Of the visit to proRerties. 

One must vi's! t the round van, the oval van, the anoestors' land to 

see whether the land is green all the time, ths water is olear, the banana 

trees and sugar trees grow well. 

EVery seven years, during the" dry season, oustom requires that the 

po Ian visits his lands and woods. 

That he goes, to see the exit "Hole" which he has to take oare of, the 

forests looated in his property, the trees of whioh he is theowuer. 

For fear the others may attampt to app~priate the land and t~e water 

and the property belongin8 to the rich.. 

"But nobody dares to do so if someone is always watohing over th? 

l'Hole," visiting the land and the woods and taking oare of the trees. 

For that reason, the land left ~y anoestors sinoe olden times must 

always be watohed so that the rioh may not appropriate them. 

If the "aunt dies, hsr nisol; must be taught, If the grandmother dies, 

her grand-daughter must be taught; if a person dies, another must be 

taught, about how to maintain the integrity" of the land, so that nobody 

oan lay hands on it. 

For that, all the sparrow-hawk's brothers, village elders, nephews 

'- and nieoes, must offer to the proprietor of the land, onoe every seveD 

L 

5 

" and elephants. 

He who fears nobody, who dares disobey (the laws), who orosses the 

highest mountain, is a guilty man and there will be diffioulties between 

the po Ian and him. 

236. Of the visit to proRerties. 

One must vi's! t the round van, the oval van, the anoestors' land to 

see whether the land is green all the time, ths water is olear, the banana 

trees and sugar trees grow well. 

EVery seven years, during the" dry season, oustom requires that the 

po Ian visits his lands and woods. 

That he goes, to see the exit "Hole" which he has to take oare of, the 

forests looated in his property, the trees of whioh he is theowuer. 

For fear the others may attampt to app~priate the land and t~e water 

and the property belongin8 to the rich.. 

"But nobody dares to do so if someone is always watohing over th? 

l'Hole," visiting the land and the woods and taking oare of the trees. 

For that reason, the land left ~y anoestors sinoe olden times must 

always be watohed so that the rioh may not appropriate them. 

If the "aunt dies, hsr nisol; must be taught, If the grandmother dies, 

her grand-daughter must be taught; if a person dies, another must be 

taught, about how to maintain the integrity" of the land, so that nobody 

oan lay hands on it. 

For that, all the sparrow-hawk's brothers, village elders, nephews 

'- and nieoes, must offer to the proprietor of the land, onoe every seveD 

5

and elephants.

He who fears nobody, who dares disobey (the laws), who crosses the

highest mountain, is a guilty man and there will be difficulties between

the po lan and him.

236. Of the visit to properties.

One must visit the round van, the oval van, the ancestora' land to

see whether the land is green all the time, the water is clear, the banana

trees and sugar trees grow well.

Every seven years, during the dry season, custom requires that the

po lan visits his lands and woods.

That he goes to see the exit "Hole" which he has to take care of, the

forests located in his property, the trees of which he is the owner.

For fear the others may attempt to appropriate the land and the water

and the property belonging to the rich.

But nobody dares to do so if someone is always watching over the

"Hole," visiting the land and the woods and taking care of the trees.

For that reason, the land left by ancestors since olden times must

always be watched so that the rich may not appropriate them.

If the aunt dies, her nieoe must be taught, if the grandmother dies,

her grand-daughter must be taught; if a person dies, another must be

taught, about how to maintain the integrity of the land, so that nobody

can lay hands on it.

For that, all the sparrow-hawk's brothers, village elders, nephews

and nieces, must offer to the proprietor of the land, once every seven
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years, one a small basket of rice, others a big basket of paddy, so that . . 

all the younger brothers of eparrow~hawks, village elders, nephews and 

nieces be in good health, so that the land be green all the time, the water 

be limpid, the banana trees and sugar trees grow well, eo that the rice 

plants be strong and able to bear well. 

This has been known since the time of our ancestors I nobody could 

know it before them, and it has been a custom ever since. 
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6

years, one a small basket of rice, others a big basket of paddy, so that

all the younger brothers of sparrow-hawks, village elders, nephews and

nieces be in good health, so that the land be green all the time, the water

be limpid, the banana trees and sugar trees grow well, so that the rice

plants be strong and able to bear well.

This has been known since the time of our ancestors; nobody could

know it before them, and it has been a custom ever since.
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Translation of Articles 71 to 76 inolusiveo 

Article 71 

The territory. 

Principles 

I. The lands, the waters, and the forest constitute the territory 

which is totally shared between groups of villages: the taring, 

II. The inhabitants of eaoh taring have the exclusive right to use 

that territory, but cannot forbid, at any time or in any ~ay, the free mo­

veillent of all poople by an~" ways and means. The most they can do, in certain 

preoise cases, is to restriot and to direct it (Article 26, I, 8). 

III. Eaoh taring. each village may manage its own property, transfer 

its uss to others, give it &way under definite conditione, and refer to the, 

law if neoessary. 

Comments 

1 

l 
! 
I 
l 
I 

.j 
I 

The tdring mentioned in note 1 of the preamble, page 18, ~~are between ., 

themselves all thE> land of 'c!l.e ar .. a.. In the Kontum province, there is no 

una.ppropriated land nor even'any unappropriated portion of river. The rights 

of usage of them are fized: whoever does not belong to a tdring may pur-

chase some land belonging to the inhabitants of the taring but are not 

authorized to 'live on it. Since the arrival of the Prencn Administra.tion, 

. , the situation has become complicated beoause of the faot tha.t the adminis-
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by Paul Guilleminet

(VOLUME II)

Translation of Articles 71 to 76 inclusive.

Article 71

The territory.

Principles

I. The lands, the waters, and the forest constitute the territory

which is totally shared between groups of villages: the toring;

II. The inhabitants of each toring have the exclusive right to use

that territory, but cannot forbid, at any time or in any way, the free mo-

vement of all people by an, ways and means. The most they can do, in certain

precise cases, is to restrict and to direct it (Article 26, I, 8)

III. Each toring, each village may manage its own property, transfer

its use to others, give it away under definite conditions, and refer to the

law if necessary.

Comments

The toring mentioned in note 1 of the preamble, page 18, share between

themselves all the land of the area. In the Kontum province, there is no

unappropriated land nor even any unappropriated portion of river. The rights

of usage of them are fixed; whoever does not belong to a toring may pur-

chase some land belonging to the inhabitants of the toring but are not

authorized to live on it. Since the arrival of the French Administration,

the situation has become complicated because of the fact that the adminis-
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tration has Borne rights defined in i"rticle 35 and 72,-

The taring auth'orities have not the right to stop traffic on the ter-

ritory, they must direct or control it in case there exists an epidemic or 

epizootic disease and may temporarily divert it in case of interdiction, 

on oondition th2t the interdiction will not apply to agents and offioials 

on duty. 

An agent or an official who infringes an interdiotion would fall within 

tho purview of artiole 20 t III, and wouid not be protected by paragraphs I 

al1d II of said article (unleos said person had soms imperative reason) with-

out his being on duty. 

A recent regulations requires the intervention of the Administration 

in all sales of land to the Vietn8llle.se. The sale is valid only if the cer­

tificate of sale (which must be established) is certified by the -Residency, 

however the --Jbsidency may oppose any sales _ of land, These regulations are 

designed to prevent the Mountainoers, who are oftentimsa improvide~t, from 

being deprived of their cultivated la.nds by selling them to the VietnameSE> 

for an immediate profit. The latter may also clear lands in accordance w!th 

conditione s~ated in Artiole 72, but generally they do not want to do so ~,d 

prefer buying fields already cleared by others. 

During thooe last few yoars some villages have intervened either for 

the purpose of building dispensaries, schools or ohurohes, or for setting 

un rice reserve stocles (cOlllll1entaries on a.rtiole 95), • 
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tration has some rights defined in Article 35 and 72.
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The toring authorities have not the right to stop traffic on the ter-

ritory, they must direct or control it in case there exists an epidemic or

epizootic disease and may temporarily divert it in case of interdiction,

on condition that the interdiction will not apply to agents and officials

on duty.

An agent or an official who infringes an interdiction would fall within

tho purview of article 20, III, and would not be protected by paragraphs I

and II of said article (unless said person had some imperative reason) with-

out his being on duty.

X X I

A recent regulations requires the intervention of the Administration

in all sales of land to the Vietnamese. The sale is valid only if the cer-

tificate of sale (which must be established) is certified by the Residency;

however the Residency may oppose any sales of land. These regulations are

designed to prevent the Mountaineers, who are oftentimes improvident, from

being deprived of their cultivated lands by selling them to the Vietnamess

for an immediate profit. The latter may also clear lands in accordance with

conditions stated in Article 72, but generally they do not want to do so and

prefer buying fields already cleared by others.

During these last few yoars some villages have intervened either for

the purpose of building dispensaries, schools or churches, or for setting

up rice reserve stocks (commentaries on article 95).
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In the first case, it is not yet expressly known who is the proprietor 

of the buildings, in the sscond case the ancients are considered aa managers 

of these stocks which remain tho property of each of those who have contri-

buted to their establishment. Such is tho o~se since 1935 in Pdlei Bong 

Mohr village in which three ancients fill the posi tiol! of managers in the 

name of the inhabitanto who have established the stoak (and are indiVidually 

known), but not in the name of the village proprietors as a whole (commen­

ts.ries on article 95). In fact, vthen it is aaid that such portion of the 

territory "belongs" to such a village, an usual but inaccurate term has been 

USed; we must say that such portion of the territory is indiscriminately 

placed at the dispositionaf any inhabitant of such village and not of other 

villages. 

The group exists constituting a Village, but the village is not pro-

perly speaking a corporate body poss9sl\ing property and the right to dispose 

of it freely. The ab~ve fact reveals itself when the village (or bEitter, 

the group) mru~es offerincrs, for instance when a parish house is built. In 
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In the first case, it is not yet expressly known who is the proprietor

of the buildings, in the second case the ancients are considered as managers

of these stocks which remain the property of each of those who have contri-

buted to their establishment. Such is tho case since 1935 in Polei Bong

Mohr village in which three ancients fill the position of managers in the

name of the inhabitants who have established the stock (and are individually

known), but not in the name of the village proprietors as a whole (commen-

taries on article 95) In fact, when it is said that such portion of the

territory "belongs" to such a village, an usual but inaccurate term has been

used; we must say that such portion of the territory is indiscriminately

placed at the disposition of any inhabitant of such village and not of other

villages.

The group exists constituting a village, but the village is not pro--

perly speaking a corporate body possessing property and the right to dispose

of it freely. The above fact reveals itself when the village (or better,

the group) makes offerings, for instance when a parish house is built. In

such case, each one subscribes to a common fund, because the village has

no animals to kill nor crops to sell.

Article 72

Some cases where the Administration may

occupy land or private property.

Principle.

I. The Administration is the eminent proprietor of all territories
private

and estates which are not the object of individual/property. (Article 35,

77, III; case 345).
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II. ConSS'l.uently, the administration can mark on objects! \vhon neces-

sary, it can appropriate aome plote of land in the torritory, occupy them 

• or authorize others to oooupy them, temporarily o~ not, create servitudos 

there, even if compensatione eho"ld be paid to the rightful owners in tha 

following casesl 

1/ the so plots are private properties, ara actually used or develcped 

by an individual or a group; 

2/ there axiat some harvest or planted trees thereon. 

III. The positions of tho Ldministration before the court in defined 

in Artiole 13. 

Comments. 

From the Mountaineers I standpoint the juridical position of the ?rench 

P.dministration is exposed in i.rticle 13 and the land situation is as 1'01-

10WSl' 

The Administrl'ltion haa the right to use: 

POl' a common interest or for eorving a: general interest. 

1/ vacant estates and unoccupied landa, with no compensation to be 

paid. 

2/ occupied lands and land belonging to individual properties, with 

payement of eome compensation. 

The Administration is concerned in any' of the following coeeel 

1/ A-road is to be buil~ and neoeesary lands must be taken; 

2/ A houee is to be built (for instance a watching post for the Indo­

chinese Guard) and the traffic -in a given area must be restricted 

or forbid~nJ 

, 
-.' 
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II. Consequently, the administration can mark on objects; when neces-

sary, it can appropriate some plots of land in the territory, occupy them

or authorize others to occupy them, temporarily or not, create servitudos

there, even if compensations should be paid to the rightful owners in the

following cases:

1/ these plots are private properties, are actually used or developed

by an individual or a group;

2/ there exist some harvest or planted trees thereon.

III. The positions of the Administration before the court is defined

in Article 13.

Comments.

From the Mountaineers' standpoint the juridical position of the French

Administration is exposed in Article 13 and the land situation is as fol-

lows:

The Administration has the right to use:

For a common interest or for serving a general interest.

1/ vacant estates and unoccupied lands, with no compensation to be

paid.

2/ occupied lands and land belonging to individual properties, with

payment of some compensation.

The Administration is concerned in any of the following cases:

1/ A road is to be built and necessary lands must be taken;

2/ A house is to be built (for instance a watching post for the Indo-

chinese Guard) and the traffic in a given area must be restricted

or forbidden;
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3/ 

4/ 

5/ 
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When it cute forest-tl'ees for its own need' 

It deoides forest reserves; 

It fixes the limits of the territory of a oonoessionaire or of 

Vietnamese settlers, 

6/ It issues fellinc-lioenoes; 

7/ It authorizes Vietnw:.lese hunters and fishers to settle thomael ves 

in aome plaoes. 

It was,in the year 1910 that Resident Ouenot made the Banmar acoept 

the territorial notion under the following oiroumstanoes! 

He has used a fallow ground belonging to the tdring of Pdlei Tdnia as 

a sheep-fold. A man by the name of Den olaimed it baok. Before the village 

ancients Guenot made Den recogni~e that neither the latter nor Dis ancestors 

had ever oul tivated that la'ld. that the Administration should be considered 

as having everywhero the rights reoognised aa belonging to each i~\abitant 

of' a tdrincr and oOllseq,uently it oan, without indemnif'ying anybody' 

1/ F'iret, oooupy a plot of' 1 e..!ld , then beoome its proprietor through 

permanent occupation. 

2/ Use its rights to felling trees and othllr right.. in the samo Vlay 

as others. 

Besides, the Administration, in the general interest, would be able to 

dispose of' lands alroady ocoupied or possessed by others, by paying compen­

sation to people it might damaGE>. 

But not2ing may justify (naturally from th" Mountaineerslpoint of View) 

the installut10n of French or Vietnamese oolonists, the isau,mce of felling­

licences to private people ~r the installations of hunters and tiehere in 
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3/ When it cuts forest-trees for its own need

4/ It decides forest reserves;

5/ It fixes the limits of the territory of a concessionaire or of

Vietnamese settlers;

6/ It issues felling-licences;

7/ It authorizes Vietnamese hunters and fishers to settle thomselves

in some places.

It was in the year 1910 that Resident Guénot made the Bahmar accept

the territorial notion under the following circumstances:

He has used a fallow ground belonging to the toring of Polei Tonia as

a sheep-fold. A man by the name of Den claimed it back. Before the village

ancients Guénot made Den recognize that neither the latter nor his ancestors

had ever cultivated that land, that the Administration should be considered

as having everywhere the rights recognized as belonging to each inhabitant

of a toring and consequently it can, without indemnifying anybody

1/ First, occupy a plot of land, then become its proprietor through

permanent occupation.

2/ Use its rights to felling trees and other rights in the samo way

as others.

Besides, the Administration, in the general interest, would be able to

dispose of lands already occupied or possessed by others, by paying compen--

sation to people it might damage.

But nothing may justify (naturally from the Mountaineers point of view)

the installation of French or Vietnamese colonists, the issuance of felling-

licences to private people nor the installations of hunters and fishers in
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t:!:te cO::lditione where that )18.8 been done. 

If the lAountainaers have been in fact obliged to give way, and if they 

have acceptod this situatioll. because thoy could not do otherwise, it is in­

terestina to examine the objection they present: 

a) They realize the fact that the Administration needs trees and truces 

them, but the villages near !Contum through which run broad roads 

suffer from the fact .that many licences have beer. iaeueCi to Viet-

namese for felling treeo in their territory, to such a point that 

they run the riru~ "of soon no longer having El.l1y wood to mrui.o their 

coffins." 

b) They realize the faot th&t ~e Administration mruces forest reserves, 

but while small numerous and scattered reservos do not incommode 

them, a vast reserve ma.y prevent certain villages from earning their 

living, beoause there exist resource8 they can obtain ollly in their 

own taring which is however completely covered or almost entirely 

oovored by the reserve. 

c) Thoy permit the installation of 80me concessione, while rorucing the 

same objootian to then as above, and they wonder why thG holders of 

theao concossions who do not enclose them (contrary to Article 75), 
• 

forbid their cattle to GO therein during the months of migration 

(comments on 'crticle 75), 

d) They accept the foreign hunter who clears awa.y for them wUd beasts, 

who kills red deer and wild boars which destroy his crops, and who, 

oftantimes affords them meat from those beasts, but·tb.EJ1 bel:l.wo 

that fishers (ca.se 403), -may deprive'1helll of one oftlll!d:1rprinc1pal 
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the conditions where that has been done.

If the Mountaineers have been in fact obliged to give way, and if they

have accepted this situation because they could not do otherwise, it is in-

teresting to examine the objection they present:

a) They realize the fact that the Administration needs trees and takes

them, but the villages near Kontum through which run broad roads

suffer from the fact that many licences have been issued to Viet.

namese for felling trees in their territory, to such a point that

they run the risk "of soon no longer having any wood to make their

coffins.

b) They realize the fact that the Administration makes forest reserves,

but while small numerous and acattered reserves do not incommode

them, a vast reserve may prevent certain villages from earning their

living, because there exist resources they can obtain only in their

own toring which is however completely covered or almost entirely

covered by the reserve.

c) Thoy permit the installation of some concessions, while making the

same objection to then as above, and they wonder why the holders of

these concessions who do not enclose them (contrary to Article 75),

forbid their cattle to go therein during the months of migration

(comments on Article 75);

d) They accept the foreign hunter who clears away for them wild beasts,

who kills red deer and wild boars which destroy his crops, and who,

oftentimes affords them meat from those beasts; but they believe

that fishers (case 403), may deprive them of one of their principal
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resourcee at a moment when they sem;e the need topreeerve them 

(case 402). 

These 'are not foolish arguments and are worth being 'considered by eit~er 

the Administration or by tho tribunals which happen to study cases in the 

Mountaineers' 'region. MurdGra have been committed, fires have been at,trted 

in plantations, vengoancefJ have beo:l executed by some Mountain people; they 

had tried in vain to malee people understood what they believed to be their 

fair rights, while tho interestod paraons turned d.eaf ears or proved them­

solves to be in-experienced people. They had not eveu been able to arrivo ut 

a compromise (which they would accept, aa indiceted in oase No. 403) with 

those who appeared to them as haviug Violated their customs with the agree­

Dent of the Ldministrative au·~ho:r.ity. 

The installution of the French authority in Kontum is too recent for 

tho inhabit1lnte to have understood the significance of the regula.tions, the 

application of which upsets their notions of right. 

However, the regula'tions may bo modified, at least temporarily,to suit 

the present situa.tion, because tho Mountaineers, more capable of cemprohen­

sion than we imagina, reali"e 'the reasons for which such or such a measure 

has been taken by us. For instance, in order to satisfy them about the 

forest problem, it would be sufficient that the felling of trees be done on 

the territories of many different villages, and that many !IDlall forest re­

serves be made in lieu of a single vast res~rve. 

Comparisone. 

Captain Huard gi vos this curious and interestinG dotail relating to the 

lfuong: "During the construction of' the track North of tho central Plateau 
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resources at a moment when thoy sense the need to preserve them

(case 402).

These are not foolish arguments and are worth being 'considered by either

the Administration or by the tribunals which happen to study cases in the

Mountaineers''region. Murders have been committed, fires have been started

in plantations, vengoances have been executed by some Mountain people; they

had tried in vain to make people understood what they believed to be their

fair rights, while the interested porsons turned deaf ears or proved them-

selves to be in-experienced people. They had not even been able to arrivo at

a compromise (which they would accept, as indicated in case No. 403) with

those who appeared to them as having violated their customs with the agree-

ment of the Administrative authority.

The installation of the French authority in Kontum is too recent for

the inhabitants to have understood the significance of the regulations, the

application of which upsets their notions of right.

However, the regulations may bo modified, at least temporarily, to suit

the present situation, because the Mountaineers, more capable of comprehen-

sion than we imagine, realize the reasons for which such or such a measure

has been taken by us. For instance, in order to satisfy them about the

forest problem, it would be sufficient that the felling of trees be done on

the territories of many different villages, and that many small forest re-

serves be made in lieu of a single vast reserve.

Comparisons.

Captain Huard gives this curious and interesting dotail relating to the

Mnong: "During the construction of the track North of the central Plateau
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whioh would oross the comnlunal field" the hostility of one village ce,lsed 

after an offering to the spirit of the paddy, had been oelebr~tGd at the ex-

Artiole 73 

About olearing lands. 

Prinoiple. 

I. l~one may clear land on tho territory of his own taring. The 

clearing must be mads on vancant land which is not already cleared, nor can 

it encroach upon a clearing, especially a tapering encroachment I tho field 

must bo ueed uccording to the local customs. No ch~rge is to bo paid to the 

village or the taring when clearing land. ~~at follows the clearing opera­

tions is given in comments below (:';lee alao the cOllllllents on ArticlG 35). 

II. The clearing area must be mar~ed by signals of ocoupation, even if 

it is enolosed; it ie possible to set traps thore only in aecord~nce with 

conditions provided in ~rtiolo 75. 

III. An unmarked anrl unci.,red for land, abandoned after onG or several 

cultivations and where bushes have grown again, is a "tsar" which anyone 

may occupy. 

Commente. 

Ally momber of a taring may clear lands of hiS tdrir.g, nobody else may 

. do it (commentaries on l.rticle 70). a track is chosen, then oocupying aie-nals 

are laid; froll! that moman'~ tha field ia oocupied, even bet ore any work is 

i , 
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which would cross the communal field, the hostility of one village ceased

after an offering to the spirit of the paddy had been celebrated at the ex-

penso of the Administration."

Article 73

About clearing lands.

Principle.

I. Anyone may clear land on the territory of his own toring. The

clearing must be made on vancant land which is not already cleared, nor can

it encroach upon a clearing, especially a tapering encroachment ; the field

must be used according to the local customs. No charge is to be paid to the

village or the toring when clearing land. What follows the clearing opera-

tions is given in comments below (See also the comments on Article 35).

II. The clearing area must be marked by signals of occupation, even if

it is enclosed; it is possible to set traps there only in accordance with

conditions provided in Articlo 75.

III. An unmarked and uncared for land, abandoned after one or several

cultivations and where bushes have grown again, is a "tsar" which anyone

may occupy.

Comments.

Any member of a toring may clear lands of his toring, nobody else may

do it (commentaries on Article 70), a track is chosen, then occupying signals

are laid; from that moment the field is occupied, even before any work is
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started thereon. The trees are felled, lopped and left the:r;-e until the wood 

driee up. 

f."ire can only be started on the felled trees according to the method of 

t:18 village ancients (in March). and precautions stated in commentaries on 

J.rticle 35 must be taken. The old custom wants to avoid firing the felled 

trees too 800n, before the end of the rainy season. In auch case, not only 

the woods of the impatient one would not burn completely but it is also pos-

sible th,t the firo would ext~nd on his nOighbor's woods and burn them in-

completely thus m~cing it impossible to burn them well later~ 

In factI auch a caso nevor appoarod before the tribunal. but the an-

cie,lts, questioned on tho matter, have a.;;reed that if an individual, starting 

the fire to his trees too soon, damages t!l" neighbouring areas, he could be 

sued in accordance with Article 36. 

As aoon as sowing is finished (in April, May.), enclosures, stakes, 

traps may be placed and then the cattle must be specially t~en care of, 

(to prevent ~hem from damagine tho seed). (Article 79. III, 1) 

x xx 

Whosoever has occupied a field haa s. pre-emption right on that field 

tho next year, then the following year (the field is then a mir pub klong) 

and tha 3rd year aleo (the field becomos a mir iul). Only at the end of five 

years (except in the cs-ea of' improvement works spoken 0:[' in ,::"rticle 74), does 

this occupied field become a property. 

It may happon that D. field is temporarily abandoned during some short 

porio,l, of time (lI'Qoh case is nevertheless rare) then is occupied again, the 
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started thereon. The trees are felled, lopped and left there until the wood

dries up.

Fire can only be started on the felled trees according to the method of

the village ancients (in March), and precautions stated in commentaries on

Article 35 must be taken. The old custom wants to avoid firing the felled

trees too soon, before the end of the rainy season. In such case, not only

the woods of the impatient one would not burn completely but it is also pos-

sible that the firo would extend on his neighbor's woods and burn them in-

completely thus making it impossible to burn them well later.

In fact, such a caso never appeared before the tribunal, but the an-

cients, questioned on the matter, have agreed that if an individual, starting

the fire to his trees too soon, damages the neighbouring areas, he could be

sued in accordance with Article 36.

As soon as sowing is finished (in April, May), enclosures, stakes,

traps may be placed and then the cattle must be specially taken care of,

(to prevent them from damaging the seed). (Article 79, III, 1)

xxx

Whosoever has occupied a field has a pre-emption right on that field

the next year, then the following year (the field is then a mir puh klong)

and the 3rd year also (the field becomes a mir ful). Only at the end of five

years (except in the case of improvement works spoken of in Article 74), does

this occupied field becomo a property.

It may happen that a field is temporarily abandoned during some short

period of time (such case is nevertheless rare) then is occupied again, the
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riCh·ts of the occujlyin(;\' paroon are not considered as preseri bed. It will not 

be so however, if bushes have {Jro;m a,:;;;dn, if the field has become follow 

u"ai;l, c'lld if in order to c.:l tivate it the .,hole series of clee,rinc; o?erCltions 

io a,:;&in needed. The first occupier is then cc.neidered as hnving e.b"n(!oned 

his riGhts to that field. 

In paragraph I of Article 73, we find enumerc'.ted the conditions regulat­

inc contiglCous :i'ielda. 1\ field must not be "offelloive" from the ritl\,c.l point 

ot v1O'W. But no arr<1Jlgeuent has been mcde to ::Jepe,rate two contiGuous fiolds 

by D. strip of land and therefore; this is the cause 0:1' numerous law-suite, 

Gither because of encroachment of land, or because there exist only one 

barl'ier between neill'hbouring fields, nnd it is difficult to know who is the 

lar.dovmer who ha.e negleoted tcldllg oare of it. 

Comparisons. 

For the Rhnde, landa are the properties of f2nilies (customs 229 to 236), 

they are bound. Families lease them. 

The ai tuo.tion therefore varies grectly in the HOltntaineera I cauntr:r. 

1/ (Comparisons 01' Article 72): vill"{l'es (or more truly gl:OU!lfl) 

cultivate land; 

2/ Familiee (or grou.pa) far,n lD.:'d end le(:se plots of it to others. 

3/ 

Su.ch is the case in Darlnc and in some regions of High DOn!l<'.i 

(comparisons of i.rticle 71). 

Individuals cultivate (such is the case in Kontum) Vlithout pr.]ing 

rent to anyone. 

Elsewhere, the cultivated lands are the following: 

-
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rights of the occupying person are not considered as prescribed. It will not

be so however, if bushes have grown again, if the field has become follow

again, and if in order to celtivate it the whole series of clearing operations

is again needed. The first occupier is then considered as having abandoned

his rights to that field.

X X

In paragraph I of Article 73, we find enumerated the conditions regulat--

ing contiguous fields. A field must not be "offensive" from the ritual point

of view. But no arrangement has been made to separate two contiguous fields

by a strip of land and therefore, this is the cause of numerous law-suits,

either because of encroachment of land, or because there exist only one

barrier between neighbouring fields, and it is difficult to know who is the

landowner who has neglected taking care of it.

Comparisons.

For the Rhadé, lands are the properties of fanilies (customs 229 to 236),

they are bound. Families lease them.

The situation therefore varies greatly in the Mountaineers country.

1/ (Comparisons of Article 72): villages (or more truly groups)

cultivate land;

2/ Families (or groups) farm land and lesse plots of it to others.

Such is the case in Darlac and in some regions of High Donnai

(comparisons of irticle 71).

3/ Individuals cultivate (such is the case in Kontum) without paying

rent to anyone.

Elsewhere, the cultivated lands are the following:
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1/ They m~ be simply occupied, by the one who cuI tivatel'l them; 

2/ They may be owned by long usaee, by purchase hcving it allotted. 

r heve not en ouCh details about wh3.t happens outside of Kontum to be 

able to speak Clore on this matter. 

Article 74 

About the fields occupied and the fields owned. 

Principles. 

I.- The tOring and the villeces do not develop the l"mds, do not sell 

them nor rent them. 

n. - He who holda the same fields permanently for 5 ys,,',rs, and 

not3.bly lceeps up tho enclolJure of thc",t field, can c14im the ri.;ht of owner-

ship. '1'his deliW is reduced to 2 ye~~rs when the oper<ltions for the parcel-

ling, embClnking, canals, drains have been underto,l~en on the field. 
, 

As soon as a perscn :lc,vinC the riGht to ownership (article 73) holds the 

field, nobody cen forbid his living in t;tc:t field; the loan or the rent of 

tho field does not illterrLlpt n'l' put ,off the delay neces:snry to hoving 

acceDs to ownership-'b1r jing t6main de." 

111.- Tenants or borrowers n'ever can become proprietors of a land 

borrowed or rented, no m;:;tter how lOnG tho duration of their occupc,tion. 

It is up to the tenr.nt or the borrowor to watch himself c~nd to' ",void 

pretending to own the field (f.ffnirs 347,350" Ilnd 356). 

IV.- TIver,ybody who buys or inherits an owned field in applioation of 

paragraph 2 becomes proprietor of that field. 
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1/ They may be simply occupied by the one who cultivates them;

2/ They may be owned by long usage, by purchase having it allotted.

I have not enough details about what happens outside of Kontum to be

able to speak more on this matter.

Article 74

About the fields occupied and the fields owned.

Principles.

I.- The toring and the villages do not develop the lands, do not sell

them nor rent them.

II.- He who holds the same fields permanently for 5 years, and

notably keeps up tho enclosure of that field, can claim the right of owner-

ship. This delay is reduced to 2 years when the operations for the parcel-

ling, embanking, canals, drains have been undertaken on the field.

As soon as a person having the right to ownership (article 73) holds the

field, nobody can forbid his living in that field; the loan or the rent of

the field does not interrupt nr put off the delay necessary to having

access to ownership-hir jing tómain de."

III.- Tenants or borrowers never can become proprietors of a land

borrowed or rented, no matter how long the duration of their occupation.

It is up to the tenant or the borrower to watch himself and to avoid

pretending to own the field (affairs 347,350, and 356).

IV.- Everybody who buys or inherits an owned field in application of

paragraph 2 becomes proprietor of that field.
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CommentClries 

The first par"e;rc1ph of article 74 takes all its value when we compare 

the situation of KOlltum to the one of the 'neighbouring provinces (reforences 

to article 73) concerning the ovmerohip of the lc.nde. 

For mnny reasons, the t6ring of Kontum and their constitutive eloments 

whichc}~() the villaco(l, did not develop. did not sell nor rllnt the lands 

which conetHut.e their terri tory to the moi at the beginning of the 19th 

CO:ltUry. 

The Societe des Mission etrc1nfforos around 1870 (or perhaps before) 

boU{;ht the lands (1) 

III 1890 the Adminictr:::tion kept ite rights stated in article 72 and. 

for politiccl reesons, controls even at the present time the salo of' lands. 

private,proper'.ies to the V:'.etnc1!llese, ell it will be mentioned below (ooe 

0.100 COn1Dlsnto.ries of :::rticle 71) 
-., .. 

The Administrutior finds to settle the inh,1bi tnr,ts to the soil and to 

reduce their movements. The Moi is not refractory to this evolution. lear 

from it, llome sub_tribes h2ve settled down themselves when, by cht,llce, they 

JJ.I ...... '1 •• 'e~?~j .... twt~7 .. i .. i ..... t.J .. ' ... ? .......... 7.S ...... ~ ..... J7 possessed good 

londs th,.'t the :floods periodically :fertilized (Dahnar B6lldm for illstance) 

The problem co~siats then in improving the poor 1211ds of some t6ril",f; 

(1) The pu,yme~t of these l.~,l1ds was m:.:ldo to the chiefs (1) to the old ('1) 
who: 
1) eold lands that did not belona to them 
2) cashed money that did not fall to them 

, , 
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Commentaries

The first paragraph of article 74 takes all its value when we compare

the situation of Kontum to the one of the neighbouring provinces (references

to article 73) concerning the ownership of the lands.

For many reasons, the tóring of Kontum and their constitutive elements

which are the villaçes, did not develop, did not sell nor rent the lands

which constitute their territory to the moi at the beginning of the 19th

contury.

The Société des Mission étrungères around 1870 ( or perhaps before)

bought the lands (1)

In 1890 the Administration kept its rights stated in article 72 and,

for political reasons, controls even at the present time the salo of lands,

private.properties to the Vietnamese, CS it will be mentioned below (soe

also Commentaries of article 71)

xxx

The Administration finds to settle the inhabitants to the soil and to

reduce their movements. The Moi is not refractory to this evolution, Far

from it, some sub-tribes have settled down themselves when, by chance, they

possessed good

lands that the floods periodically fertilized (Bahnar Bónom for instance)

The problem consists then in improving the poor lands of some tóring

(1) The payment of these lands was mado to the chiefs (?) to the old (?)
who:
1) gold lands that did not belong to them
2) cashed money that did not fall to them
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and in ahowing the Moi waye to avoid ruining tho 1lUlda. 

The provinc1d Adminlstr2tion encot<ruges this policy. Also it 1'avours both 

the construction of tile roofed-houses ",nd the accession to the priv;;,te o,lller­

ship of the lends. It also tends to h"ve the titled established U<; tho lIois, 

as it will be mentioned below for the following re",son: 

Formerly there wero Vietnamese vlho rented the privete h'.nds from the Moi, 

paid the taxee and came to deolare themselves proprietors by prase!lting to 

the Residence their acquittances. 

These 1'acts dated from an ullsettled period (1915-1920) and can no [,lOre 

happen. The present situation is tho ons mentionini> in the commentdrios of 

nrticle 71 and supra, the ,\dministro,tion stands out against the sale of 

lands so that the Moi does not risk to be left without resources, but 

(Coomentariee 01' article 72) it favours, on the othor hand, the installation 

of the Vietnamese in SOllle limited c.nd Ilon-cle8.red regions. with the agreement 

of the ~ioi !lnd Vietnamos,.~.uthor1ties. (Collllllent,'ries of article 71). The 

resu1 ta acquired in :~ontum justify the usage of this method, it is in hOllor 

of Rosident Jerusalemy ruld R.E. Vc~hue.n who paid much attention ill precomizill8 

it, then putting it in application (1928-1936) 

XXx 

The accession of the Moi to the ownership by a 5 ye;:r Occup.:l.tion (which 

cOllld correspond to the durLtion of t, rotation of cuI tivc\tiol1s in :Contum), is 

probably a rel~tivery old custom Resident GUENOT notioed its existencG upon 

his arrival. The chiefs followed him as soon as he asked that people nla,y 

'accede to the ownership of ~ field in 2 yenvs only, provided.they vrork on it 

(irrigntion oanals or drcin~e). 
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and in showing the Moi ways to avoid ruining the lands.

The provincial Administration encourages this policy. Also it favours both

the construction of tile roofed-houses and the accession to the private owner-

ship of the lands. It also tends to have the titled established by the Mois,

as it will be mentioned below for the following reason:

Formerly there were Vietnamese who rented the private lands from the Moi,

paid the taxes and came to deolare themselves proprietors by presenting to

the Residence their acquittances.

These facts dated from an unsettled period (1915-1920) and can no more

happen. The present situation is the one mentioning in the commentaries of

article 71 and supra; the Administration stands out against the sale of

lands BO that the Moi does not risk to be left without resources, but

(Commentaries of article 72) it favours, on the other hand, the installation

of the Vietnamese in some limited and non-cleared regions, with the agreement

of the Moi and Vietnamosu authorities. (Commentories of article 71). The

results acquired in Kontum justify the usage of this method, it is in honor

of Resident Jerusalémy and H.E.Vo-Chuan who paid much attention in precomizing

it, then putting it in application (1928-1936)

x1x

The accession of the Moi to the ownership by a 5 year occupation (which

could correspond to the durction of a rotation of cultivations in Kontum), is

probably a relitively old custom Resident GUENOT noticed its existence upon

his arrival. The chiefs followed him as soon as he asked that people may

accede to the ownership of a field in 2 years only, provided they work on it

(irrigation canals or drainage).
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Doubtlese the chiefs expected to be the first to trur.e advantece of the 

ai tudioll, nGvertheless that idee. h",d slightly touched their mind. 

Besides, it is pro.bc'ble thc:t formerly the Hoi did not conceive th .. t, by 

beil1g the ::;>roprietor of ~; land, he could uee it freely. Instecd of oWl10rship, 

it would be better to say inillienD.ble Occup(;tion (boleng boitng) of lilnd of 

which he could be diflposesoed and th;:t he could PilSS on to his descendc~:lta. 

It is to be noted how the veto ric;,t th"~t the o.dministr~'tion exerts on the 

sills of 1: nds is e8.aily ncco~ltcd. I ll(;ve ulw£l,Ys noticed that t'le Bohni1r, ell 

reud;r to ;rive way to thc rcgu!n';iona (lullt) conceived in the spirit of the 

custom 1<h8;r (restriction to tha s~le of lu.nd, burning the forest for insto.l1ce), 

was. rec;:li trent when he thought that the principles t.f the c~lator.1s were 

viol2ted (c~e of the tax and preatctions, authoriz tion3 for cutting trees 

etc). 

It is aroutd 1935 thnt it was pos3iblc to orientnte the Innd-ownors 

towatdo the establishment of titleo (lnd pLlllS of their re",l estute drGwn by 

tha Provincial Service of Land Registration. The possession of these titles 

corresponded to the 8.l1nu:}1 po.ymEmt of very Sl~k,ll tL'.X (0.20$ to 0.50':,). (By 

working their lands) the Bahmlr were oliGible to hc:ve these titles delivered to 

thom. Nevertheless they Vlere not forced to do it. The buyers of Vietl1amese 

lund, on the other h8.nd, "tere required to estD.blish compulsorily a title ffild 

a l)l,~ll of the 18nd they just bought. 

}'fter h.,.ving loudly end publicity applauded this reguLUon. the chiefs 

did r.othing then to incite their people to confrom to this rec;ul.2tion. They 

succeeded in persuc,dine a Frenoh functionary unnware 

of the real ai t"'fltion of the countr;)'. tll.:'.t this rec;uh~'Gion presented no 
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Doubtless the chiefs expected to be the first to take advantage of the

situation, nevertheless that idea had slightly touched their mind.

Besides, it is probable that formerly the Moi did not conceive that, by

being the proprietor of a land, he could use it freely. Instead of ownership,

it would be better to say inalienable occupation (boleng boäng) of land of

which he could be disposessed and that he could pass on to his descendents.

It is to be noted how the veto right that the administretion exerts on the

sale of lands is easily accepted. I have always noticed that the Bahnar, all

ready to give way to the regulations (lust) conceived in the spirit of the

custom Khoy (restriction to the sale of land, burning the forest for instance),

was.recclitrent when he thought that the principles of the customs were

violated (case of the tax and prestations, authoriz tions for cutting trees

etc)..

It is around 1935 that it was possible to orientate the land-owners

towards the establishment of titleo and plans of their real estate drawn by

the Provincial Service of Land Registration. The possession of these titles

corresponded to the annuel payment of very small tax (0.20$ to 0.505). (By

working their lands) the Bahnar were eligible to have these titles delivered to

thom. Nevertheless they were not forced to do it. The buyers of Vietnamese

land, on the other hand, were required to establish compulsorily a title and

a plan of the land they just bought.

After having loudly and publicity applauded this regulation, the chiefs

did nothing then to incite their people to confrom to this regulation. They

succeeded in persuading a Frenoh functionary unaware

of the real situption of the country, that this regulation presented no
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interest. Their attitude ill ec\Sily. understood. The properous familias, the 

Guardii.UlB of well-to-do minors do not restrc.in themselves from nibbli:.1G 

proGressiVely the lands of their neighbours or their words; the division, 

between varioue heirs, of l':ilde inherited from thair parents is 110 mora, 20 

yecrs nfter, than whet it was at, the de~th of these latter; the parents of 

children who are influential h~ve laid hands on a part of the properties of 

the othors. 

Consequently, the clasaificc.tion of the Moi properties is a. very long 

offort B.lld should not be prematurely denigrcted, but we should come ;lever to 

judGe ~fairs like affair 12, which are diffipult to be instructed (Commentaries 

of article 82) 

It is not usual that a Moi rents his l~nd to a MOi, in general he 

borrows it as long 2S he does not need it. Howover, little by little, tho 

lille of interest becomes greater 2.l1d some l;;,nds are worked on by meta.yors 

who h.:::.ve right to £; part of the crOpt wherea.s the other lo..nds ure rentod for 

C'. yec:rlycho.rge (in paddy, in money or in merchandises) 

The 100.00 bf tacit agroement is uru~own (compariscns of article 82) 

Comparisons 

I soid in the Comparisons of Clrticles 71 and the following, how -the 

situ0.tion o:f the territories rind the real ()sktss was different with the 

BcJmar, Jerai, sodong in one ho.nd (provinces of Kontur.l and Pleiku) B.lld the 

other tribeil. 

However, I would rem,~rk that, :following 1:. Gerber, the Stiens: pass their 

1.1.l1ds ·do'.'lll to their deocendGnts. This shows that in this tribe, d; l",_,st one 

.ann be Inndovmer. 
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interest. Their attitude is easily. understood. The properous families, the

Guardians of well-to-do minors do not restrain themselves from nibbling

progressively the lands of their neighbours or their words; the division,

between various heirs, of lands inherited from their parents is no more, 20

years after, than what it was at the death of these latter; the parents of

children who are influential have laid hands on a part of the properties of

the others.

Consequently, the classification of the Moi properties is a very long

effort and should not be prematurely denigrated, but we should come never to

judge affairs like affair 12, which are difficult to be instructed (Commentaries

of article 82)

It is not usual that a Moi rents his land to a Moi, in general he

borrows it as long as he does not need it. However, little by little, the

line of interest becomes greater and some lands are worked on by metayors

who have right to a part of the crop, whereas the other lands are rented for

a yearly charge (in paddy, in money or in merchandises)

The lease by tacit agreement is unknown (comparisons of article 82)

Comparisons

I said in the Comparisons of articles 71 and the following, how the

situation of the territories and the real estates was different with the

Bahnar, Jarai, sedang in one hand (provinces of Kontum and Pleiku) and the

other tribes.

However, I would remark that, following M. Gerber, the Stieng pass their

londs down to their descendants. This shows that in this tribe, at least one

can be landowner.
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I vfould point out,' on the other hand, that Canivey, cfter having' s8.id 

that uncultivated land in Haut-Donn~i is totally portioned out amol1g ~he 

deSOClld21'ts of the first families, specifies tlmt these families have plots 

of forost lensed for c yenrly c11o:\rc;o (one or two pigs, some chickens, some 

baskets of paddJ or of oorn) to the K1L (tribes living on high summit", of the 

province of E,~ut-Donni'.i). Hiring out of uncnl tivated le-nds is thus norr:"l in 

Reut-Donn"i, when in lContum no one could ever lease lend not previously worked • 

. 'rticle 75 

About the setting of fences, the installation of trill'S, the sticking of 

lancets .. 

Principle 

1.- Oocupied or possessed lundo can be fenced. The ocoupier or the 

prol,rietor cannot obtain a.ny indenuli t~· for the damnge caulHld in his land by 

other's cattles, if hie bnrrier does not exist or is inadequate. 

11.- ,Ovmers or oocupiers of adjoining l~nds may fence the l~~ds with a 

commou barrisr. Them all are then responsible for the condition of this 

fonce. ,{hoaver W<lnts to elude from this common reEiponsibili ty c~ malee a 

private fer.oe. 

111.- When n field is too close to a villp..ge, in a normp,l rocmilOg ZOlOe 

for cattles, it is forbidden to Icy traps, end ItUlcets there. 

IV.- When a fenoed field is located far from villpees, out of the 

roami~ area, the proprietor or oooupier m_~ lty traps and l~cets. Inside 

the fence, the laucets een be stuck everywhere c,nd in all direotions. 
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I would point out, on the other hand, that Canivey, after having said

that uncultivated land in Haut-Donnci is totally portioned out among the

descendants of the first families, specifies that these families have plots

of forest leased for a yearly charge (one or two pigs, some chickens, some

baskets of paddy or of corn) to the KIL (tribes living on high summits of the

province of Hout-Donnai). Hiring out of uncultivated lands is thus normal in

Haut-Donnai, when in Kontum no one could ever lease land not previously worked.

irticle 75

About the setting of fences, the installation of traps, the sticking of

lancets.

Principle

I.- Occupied or possessed lands can be fenced. The ocoupier or the

proprietor cannot obtain any indemnity for the damage caused in his land by

other's cattles, if his barrier doos not exist or is inadequate.

II.- Owners or occupiers of adjoining lands may fence the lands with a

common barrier. Them all are then responsible for the condition of this

fonce. Whoever wants to elude from this common responsibility can make a

private fence.

III.- When a field is too close to a village, in a normal roaming zone

for cattles, it is forbidden to lay traps and lancets there.

IV.- When a fenced field is located far from villages, out of the

roaming area, the proprietor or occupier may lay traps and lancets. Inside

the fence, the lancets can be stuck everywhere and in all directions.
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Outside, the fence may be strung with thorns, but the li:Ulcets must be stuck 

"C;.ihst the fence, pointed towards the inside, i:Ultended for the nnime.lcr 

coming from, the fields. 

Trnps Ci:Ul only be laid inside of tho fance. 

Trl,pa i:Uld installations of lec)loets must be marked by visible mr.rlca. 

When c villilge chnngss location nnd is ost,~blished close to an e::::isting 

field, the ovmer or the occupier of this field may keep his ~raps end lancets 

inside of his fence. The fence must be in perfect condition. In other vrords, 

if c. field 113 located in a plzoco where its occupisr enjo;ra the richts stated 

in par"-grnph TV, the oViner has most of hie rights rew.ined< if a village come 

settle down near it. 

V.- The owner or occupier of a field is responsible for accidents, 

damages incurred or suffered by" others I cuttles, in proport.l.on of wlw.t he has 

observed in preceding prescriptions (article 79). 

VI.':" The responeibility for prccau.tions to be trcken in the 1'.pplicntion 

of pnrceraphs I to TV here-~bove is incumbent on the lOGsee or the borrowers 

of a land which, in case of accident or dame.Ge, is involved. 

VII.- The g,,;rUEIl1S in the villc1{Je must be fenced. People are allowed to 

lay neither lu~cets nor traps in them. 

VIII.- Hunting tr<;ps duly warned cannot be laid but outside the roarnillg 

zone for cattles (article 80, par~~raph II). 

Commentary. 

l\rticle 75 rules the touchy relationehip between breeders and cultivators, 

and,- under cert2.in reserves, subomine.tes (Illee drnost everywhere G:l.lle) the 

former to the latter who can even defense thei.r fieldS, in so interrestillg 
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Outside, the fence may be strung with thorns, but the lancets must be stuck

against the fence, pointed towards the inside, antended for the animals

coming from, the fields.

Traps can only be laid inside of the fonce.

Traps and installations of lancets must be marked by visible marks.

When a village changes location and is ostablished close to an existing

field, the owner or the occupier of this field may keep his traps and lancets

inside of his fence. The fence must be in perfect condition. In other words,

if c field is located in a place where its occupier enjoys the rights stated

in paragraph IV, the owner has most of his rights retained if a village come

settle down near it.

V.- The owner or occupier of a field is responsible for accidents,

damages incurred or suffered by others' cattles, in proportion of what he has

observed in preceding prescriptions (article 79).

VI. The responsibility for precautions to be taken in the application

of paragraphs I to IV here-above is incumbent on the loasee or the borrowers

of a land which, in case of accident or damage, is involved.

VII.- The gardens in the village must be fenced. People are allowed to

lay neither lancets nor traps in them.

VIII.- Hunting traps duly warned cannot be laid but outside the rooming

zone for cattles (article 80, paragraph II).

Commentary.

Article 75 rules the touchy relationship between breeders and cultivators,

and, under certain reserves, subordinctes (like almost everywhere tise) the

former to the latter who can even defense their fields, in so interresting
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<), 'laBS of moving' of the vi1l2'ee skted ill p~r"'graph IV of the prineilJles 

here-above. 

CuI tivetors,. however, ':Ire not ol:llipotent. During c. period of the yo:,r 

(i1t dry aec"son) ,when the euttlea go ron'.ling ill sec,roh of n pasture Illld the 1,:'Jlds 

are fortun",tely not worlced, the cultivators must lecve cnttle posture tempor"-ri-

lyon fallow fields. It, only, inconveniences European or Viet-

namesoconcession<.lries, as nes beon discuseed "bout in the 'comment,.ry at: .',rticle 
them 

72, :,' One CSllllOt ask! to the fence their concessione. As a ,reaul t, thoy £Ire 

exeqpted from the present :nrticle \7hen they oUGht to observe it more s'~rictl:r 

thrul others, thoM with their farmillg under oper;::tion ,,;,t the time when c.~ttle9 

are roaming at will. 

CampD-Tisane. 

Diverse customs show us in Dllrlnc province, the right 2nd duties of 

cultiv~tor8 and breeders. 

The custom 216 specifies thct "olle fences the fields and g'rcrdens ill 

order to prevent from outside penetra';ion tf and th.l.t it is forbidden to 

perlait these fences to deteriorccte. 

The custom 226, 227 and 228 enumerate the riehts of fiel~s owners. 

They ",rEI entitled to reir.Jburserlent of daffioces done in their fields (well 

fenced, cf-course) by others' cattlos. They are not responsible for tho 

f"ct th,c:t the cattle get wounded or killed on their traps or lancets, but 

they h(we no right to ldll the eil"ale th2.t damillOe their crops. 

18 

<), 'laBS of moving of the vi1l2'ee skted ill p~r"'graph IV of the prineilJles 

here-above. 

CuI tivetors,. however, ':Ire not ol:llipotent. During c. period of the yo:,r 

(i1t dry aec"son) ,when the euttlea go ron'.ling ill sec,roh of n pasture Illld the 1,:'Jlds 

are fortun",tely not worlced, the cultivators must lecve cnttle posture tempor"-ri-

lyon fallow fields. It, only, inconveniences European or Viet-

namesoconcession<.lries, as nes beon discuseed "bout in the 'comment,.ry at: .',rticle 
them 

72, :,' One CSllllOt ask! to the fence their concessione. As a ,reaul t, thoy £Ire 

exeqpted from the present :nrticle \7hen they oUGht to observe it more s'~rictl:r 

thrul others, thoM with their farmillg under oper;::tion ,,;,t the time when c.~ttle9 

are roaming at will. 

CampD-Tisane. 

Diverse customs show us in Dllrlnc province, the right 2nd duties of 

cultiv~tor8 and breeders. 

The custom 216 specifies thct "olle fences the fields and grcrdens ill 

order to prevent from outside penetra';ion tf and th.l.t it is forbidden to 

perlait these fences to deteriorccte. 

The custom 226, 227 and 228 enumerate the riehts of fiel~s owners. 

They ",rEI entitled to reir.Jburserlent of daffioces done in their fields (well 

fenced, cf-course) by others' cattlos. They are not responsible for tho 

f"ct th,c:t the cattle get wounded or killed on their traps or lancets, but 

they h(we no right to ldll the eil"ale th2.t dam<>ee their crops. 

18

a case of moving of the village stated in paragraph IV of the principles

here-above.

Cultivators, however, are not oumipotent. During a period of the year

(in dry season) when the cattles go roaming in search of a pasture and the lands

are fortunately not worked, the cultivators must leave cattle pasture temporeri-

It, only, inconveniences European or Viet-ly on fallow fields.

namesoconcessionaries, as has beon discussed about in the commentary of article
them

One cannot ask/to the fence their concessions. As a result, they are72,

exempted from the present article when they ought to observe it more strictly

than others, those with their farming under operation at the time when cattles

are roaming at will.

Comparisons.

Diverse customs show us in Darlac province, the right and duties of

cultivators and breeders.

The custom 216 specifies that "one fences the fields and gardens in

order to prevent from outside penetration" and that it is forbidden to

permit these fences to deteriorate.

The custom 226, 227 and 228 enumerate the rights of fields owners.

They are entitled to reimbursement of damages done in their fields (well

fenced, of-course) by others' cattles. They are not responsible for the

fact that the cattle get wounded or killed on their traps or lancets, but

they have no right to kill the cattle that damage their crops.



-' 19 

1 h,'ve not found other apeoifio:aUons in tho Rhado oustomill'jf b which 

m(,JlY qtlostiona ( e"PGei~lly thd of the oh2ueing of locdioll of viUncre , 

thd I discuss in parclgraph rv of ilrticle 75) are not stated. 

I h,.we no accur"te informcction on what is aoinC Oll in lIaut-Donnc.i. 

Stieng fields must be fenced if tl:e cwner wants to be reimbursed for 

all d2JIK;1l'es that the cattle r.1,'Y cnuae Gventu"lly. lfthere 'is llO barrier, the 

ovmer will have only half of the amount of d('.I1l~ee8 done. A ~c.erifice fOr 

re.'!;:cration, of course, will be m.:de in both oases, 

But U. Gerber does not inform us on illl.the rlehts and duties of the 

Sticmg farmer. He dosa not especinlly point out the custom relcting to the 

roaming zone for cattJ.ee. the dressi.l1€ of V.neets in the fields end to the 

m<:inteu,;l1ee of rights of tho oecup2 .. 11t, when c villC-Ge comes settle down 

cloao to his fiold {article 75. !)(\ro.grL\l,h rv). 

, 
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I have not found other specifications in the Rhadé customary in which

many questions ( especially that of the changing of location of village,

that I discuss in paragraph IV of article 75) are not stated.

xxx

I have no accurate information on what is going on in Haut-Donnai.

xxx

Stieng fields must be fenced if the owner wants to be reimbursed for

all damages that the cattle may cause eventually. If there is no barrier, the

owner will have only half of the amount of damages done. A secrifice for

reparation, of course, will be made in both cases.

But M. Gerber does not inform us on all the rights and duties of the

Stiong farmer. He does not especially point out the custom relating to the

roaming zone for cattles, the dressing of lancets in the fields and to the

maintenance of rights of the occupant, when a village comes settle down

closo to his field (article 75, paragraph IV).
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Artiole 76 

W .. tar - Alluvion - Evosion. 

Principle. 

I. Within each "tdring", villagas and in.l-)abitants individually or by 

groups, are entitled to malta use of wator for irrig.,tion purposo or fishing 

providing that use will not hamper the traffic and farm work of others. 

II. ''Tdring'' or priv!l.te ownoro profit hy alluvion deposit dGmagas oaused 

erosion are supported by owners or oocupiers without their having rights to 

indomnity~ H?wevor they might be componsated by bein~ granted alluvion de­

posit eepaoially whal1 a river oh,ll~gel'l ita bed. 

III. Springs, village f01.!ntains, canals, and draina sholl.ld be bllpt from 

pollution. 

IV. Should perma.nent or temporary ponds, take shapa in a pisoo of owned 

fiold, thsy would bo the property of the field-owner and ita USe would result 

not from applioation ·of Para.graph I abovo but of Artiole 81, paragraph V. 

Comments. 

Problem relating to wator involvos the following aspootsl 

1/ Fiahing. 

2/ Consumption, Bathing:oach village has at its disposal ono or several 

springs or a river. Villagers draw we.tor out of them, to take baths 

or do the laundry. 

Permanent pollution of water conetitutes one of -major instan­

ces of filth. .This rule has caused confliots between the Vietnamese 

and the MoI since to the latter' a fountains a.nQ. springs are some­

what saored. 
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Article 76

Water - Alluvion - Evosion.

Principle.

I. Within each "toring", villages and inhabitants individually or by

groups, are entitled to make use of water for irrigation purpose or fishing

providing that use will not hamper the traffic and farm work of others.

II. "Toring" or private owners profit by alluvion deposit damages caused

erosion are supported by owners or occupiers without their having rights to

indomnity. However they might be componsated by being granted alluvion de--

posit especially when a river changes its bed.

III. Springs, village fountains, canals, and drains should be kept from

pollution.

IV. Should permanent or temporary ponds, take shape in a piece of owned

field, they would be the property of the field-owner and its use would result

not from application of Paragraph I above but of Article 81, Paragraph V.

Comments.

Problem relating to water involvos the following aspects:

1/ Fishing.

2/ Consumption, Bathing:each village has at its disposal one or several

springs or a river. Villagers draw water out of them, to take baths

or do the laundry.

Permanent pollution of water constitutes one of major instan-

ces of filth. This rule has caused conflicts between the Vietnamese

and the MoI since to the latter's fountains and springs are some-

what sacred.
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3/ AlluvioD depo$ita, change to tho river bed: Acoording to article 

76 anytime alluvion deposit, evosion or ehift to the river bed 

occur, newly bUilt land shall be partitiouned between concerned 

"tdrings" after having replacod the land .Ihich has been scrapped 

out, 

Impaired owners should be sorved first. 

4/ Irrigation, drainage. Nobody has the right to raiso objoctions to 

the eotabl1ahing of a canal which will pa$S on his land, 

The proprietor or oocupier of a land on which a canal pasees 

is empowered tOI 

a. Make use of tho oanals in whioh coso he shall participo in 

sharing the expenees in proportion of the land aroa, 

or: 

b. Waise the use at the system a.nd thus be entitled to olaim a 

compoDsation which will bo fixed as tollows: 

- If he merely is an oooupier, he might eventually have the 

right to a compensation equal to the valuc of tho crop which 

should bave boen lost due to the canal; 

If he is tho proprietor, he shall get the value of tho piece of 

lost, ls.nd and aoquired to the maker of the canal, 

- Making and using a canal oonstitute one of tho ways by Which 

a pereon obtr,ins the property of tho irrigated land. 

5/ Anothor feature which could not be omitted! pollutinG water is 

regarded as a major violation. "Yang Dak", the wa.ter geniue plays 

an important role an~ every year is colebrated a fount~in feast. 
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3/ Alluvion deposits, change to the river bed: According to article

76 anytime alluvion deposit, ovosion or shift to the river bed

occur, newly built land shall be partitionned between concerned

"torings" after having replaced the land which has been scrapped

out.

Impaired owners should be sorved first.

4/ Irrigation, drainage. Nobody has the right to raise objections to

the establishing of a canal which will pass on his land,

The proprietor or occupier of a land on which a canal passes

is empowered to:

a. Make use of the canals in which case he shall participo in

sharing the expenses in proportion of the land area,

or:

b. Waise the use of the system and thus be entitled to claim a

compensation which will be fixed as follows:

If he merely is an occupier, he might eventually have the-

right to a compensation equal to the value of the crop which

should have been lost due to the canal;

If he is tho proprietor, he shall get the value of the piece of

lost . land and acquired to the maker of the canal;

- Making and using a canal constitute one of tho ways by which

a person obtains the property of the irrigated land.

5/ Another feature which could not be omitted: polluting water is

regarded as a major violation. "Yang Dak", the water genius plays

an important role and every year is colebrated a fountain feast.
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People only do not fear actual pollut:on of water and not ritual pol­

lution. They also roalize its poisoning effect. As a matter of fact suoh 

a :fear haa much diminishod in time. It still rtlm~iJis that "tdmoi" (strangers) 

are forbidden to approach the fountain, and villagers thOr.lselvas will br1~ 

drinkinrr water to them. purina my trip I haven·t soen any villa67 authori­

zing my mon to draw water thomselvas. On ovary occasion young natives sup­

plied us in person. 

Custom Rhade 16) a~ows how terrible still is the inhabitants obsession 

of pollutinrr water. Bapoatod diooussions between mols villagers and Viot­

namosos sottlod near~ shows how strong is tho Rhade feoling concerning tho 

pollution of their rivers, even though fear of having them poisonod has 

disappeared. 

Oollat~ of ouatoma. 

CUlltoma Bhade :HI then 235 regulate the lalld property. In Hhade le.nd 

waters are the proportyof Ip61e.n". Custom 232 provides that fishing is 

pormitted in rivera but none is reoorded with regard to erosion, alluviun, 

dreinsdeapite the fact those subjeot!! are fundamental in Mo! land. 

Thereupon it might be conoluded that whether the rhade oustomary we 

have in hand is far from b~ing oomploto, '01' tribe Bahnar haa under8ono a 

social ovolution whioh is unknown of nhade. 
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People only do not fear actual pollution of water and not ritual pol--

lution. They also realize its poisoning effect. AB a matter of fact such

a fear has much diminished in time. It still remeins that "tomoi" (strangers)

are forbidden to approach the fountain, and villagers themselves will bring

drinking water to them. During my trip I haven't seen any village authori-

zing my mon to draw water themselves. On every occasion young natives aup-

plied us in person.

Custom Rhade 163 shows how terrible still is the inhabitants obsession

of polluting wator. Repeated discussions between moIs villagers and Viot-

nameses settled nearly shows how strong is tho Rhade feeling concerning the

pollution of their rivers, even though fear of having them poisoned has

disappeared.

Collation of oustoms.

Customs Rhade 231 then 235 regulate the land property. In Rhade land

waters are the property of "pôlan". Custom 232 provides that fishing is

pormitted in rivers but none is recorded with regard to erosion, alluviun,

drains despite the fact those subjects are fundamental in MoI land.

Thereupon it might be concluded that whether the rhadé customary WO

have in hand is far from being complete, or tribe Bahnar has undergone a

social ovolution which is unknown of Rhadé.
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