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PREFACE 

The analysis and recommendations contained in th1s report are based on 
research carr1ed out by the Field Administration Division during the past 
three months. In addition, data from other reports on the PMS were used. 
Specifically, the Wickert Report (March, 1956) and the Noone Report 
(December, 1956) proved valuable sources of knowledge about the situation in 
the PMS. Much of the other material was gathered during field research by 
staff members of the MSU Field Administration Division and the National 
Institute of Administration. The object of this field lIork was to deter­
mine what could be uncovered by research on land tenure and tribal leader­
ship. It was preliminary research and, therefore, the results are to be 
conSidered indiQative rather than conclusive. 

The report was prepared by Gerald C. Hickey, Field Administration Division, 
with the assistance of Frederic Wickert, Chief, In-Service Training Division. 
Material help was provided by the USOM Field Service and MAAG. 

Wesley R. Fishel 
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Part I 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND ANALYSIS 

.~~~ns and Recommendations. 

1. lAnd ~bbing and ~ £! ~ grabbing is one of the primary causes 
of Mountaineer discontent. Therefore, it would be advisable for the 
Government to a~pt ! ~ policy regarding the ~ rights of the Mountaineers 
as soon as possible and to £ublicize the adopted poliey widely. The present 
ambivalent attitude of the Government in this respect leads to administrative 
ohaos. Some province chiefs saw a need to define Mountaineer land rights 
while others declared that the Mountaineers have no such rights because they 
do not have "papers." Research conducted thus far has established the fact 
that all of the ethnic groups in the PMS have a traditional system of land 
tenure and definite mechanisms for holding and transferring title or use of 
land. Further, Rhadeland owners express their willingness to discuss the 
sale or rental of their land with a commission composed of Government of­
fic1als and Rhade leaders. 

This was one of the major problems that had to be resolved in 
the case of the American Indians. At the present time, about 
2/3 of the Indians in the: Un1ted States live on land which they 
own, the title of which is guaranteed by treat1es or statutes. 

2. In view of the preSSing need to establish in the minds of the Moun­
taineers the gOOd faith of the Government, the following programs should 
receive speoial attention: 

a. Medioal Servioe. Under the French there was an effeotive 
medioal service in the PMS. It included resident dootors in 
the provincial towns, dispensaries in many villages, and 
periodio visits to all villages to administer inooulations and 
general medioal oare. In the present transition period this 
serv1ce has been disoontinued in the villages, leaving a 
noticeable gap. This medical servioe should be reestablished 
as soon as possible. 

b. The Education System. The eduoation system is badly 
negleoted in many areas. Missionaries have established some. 
impressive schools, but there is a notioeable lack of govern~ 
rnent schools. The shock1ng oondition of the I~te school (mostly 
Mountaineer orphans) near Dran is a striking example of admin·· 
istrative neglect. 

o. ~lcohol Seles. The continuing sales of alcohol, mostly 
chaume-ohaume rice Wine, is a contribution factor to the prob­
lems that exist in the PMS. Responsible 1nd1viduals have ex­
pressed great concern over the effect of this alcohol on the 
Mountaineers and the exploitat1on assoc1ated w1th it (chaume­
chau~e is muoh stronger than the rice Wine wh1ch the Moun­
taineers make for their own oonsumption). There were cases 
cited where Mountaineers drunk on chaume-chaume would sign 
over property or their harvest. It would be advisable for 
the Government to cons1der an effective ban on alcohol sales 
in this area. ----
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND ANALYSIS

Conclusions and Recommendations

1. Land grabbing and fear of land grabbing is one of the primary causes
of Mountaineer discontent. Therefore, it would be advisable for the
Government to adopt a firm policy regarding the land rights of the Mountaineers
as soon as possible and to publicize the adopted policy widely. The present
ambivalent attitude of the Government in this respect leads to administrative
chaos. Some province chiefs saw a need to define Mountaineer land rights
while others declared that the Mountaineers have no such rights because they
do not have "papers." Research conducted thus far has established the fact
that all of the ethnic groups in the PMS have a traditional system of land
tenure and definite mechanisms for holding and transferring title or use of
land. Further, Rhade land owners express their willingness to discuss the
sale or rental of their land with a commission composed of Government of-
ficials and Rhade leaders.

This was one of the major problems that had to be resolved in
the case of the American Indians. At the present time, about

2/3 of the Indians in the United States live on land which they
own, the title of which is guaranteed by treaties or statutes.

2. In view of the pressing need to establish in the minds of the Moun-
taineers the good faith of the Government, the following programs should
receive special attention:

a. Medical Service. Under the French there was an effective
medical service in the PMS. It included resident doctors in
the provincial towns, dispensaries in many villages, and

periodic visits to all villages to administer inoculations and

general medical care. In the present transition period this
service has been discontinued in the villages, leaving a
noticeable gap. This medical service should be reestablished
as soon as possible.

b. The Education System. The education system is badly
neglected in many areas. Missionaries have established some

impressive schools, but there is a noticeable lack of govern-
ment schools. The shocking condition of the Kate school (mostly
Mountaineer orphans) near Dran is a striking example of admin--

istrative neglect.

C. Alcohol Sales. The continuing sales of alcohol, mostly
chaume-chaume rice wine, is a contribution factor to the prob-
lems that exist in the PMS. Responsible individuals have ex-

pressed great concern over the effect of this alcohol on the
Mountaineers and the exploitation associated with it (chaume-
chaune is much stronger than the rice wine which the Moun-
taineers make for their own consumption). There were cases
cited where Mountaineers drunk on chaume-chaume would sign
over property or their harvest. It would be advisable for
the Government to consider an effective ban on alcohol sales
in this area.
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d. Price Controls in the Markets. The markets appear to be a 
source of many incidents. The Mountaineers often oomplained 
of being cheated by the merchants. There are many incidents 
oited Where the merchantSioffer very low prices for vegetables 
the Mountaineers bring in to sell, and in some instances when 
the Mountaineers refuse, the merohants crush the vegetables, 
making them unsalable. There are also cases of Mountaineers 
being overcharged for articles they want to purchase. In the 
Pleiku market it was noted that prices were marlred on many 
articles. This is a step in the right direction and it is 
recommended that it be carried out more completely and strictly 
~o~ in all of the markets. --

3. Serious consideration should be given to the formation of joint Viet­
namese-Mountaineer oommittees in each province to aot as adVisors to the 
proVince chiefs on problems that arise between the Mountaineers and the 
Vietnamese. 

1·1. Ad:niniatrators being sent to the PMS should receive a special course 
of training in mountaineer cust<l!!!! end traditions so that they will be better 
prepared to deal with cdministr'ltive problems aSSOCiated wit h the Mountaineers. 

5. Mountaineers should be placed in administrative positions in the PMS 
whenever possible. Special attention should be given to a program for 
training more Mountaineer administrators at the National Institute of Ad­
ministration. 

6. A propaganda campaign should be launched among the Vietnamese and Moun­
taineers alike to increase understanding and toleranoe of their respective 
customs and traditions. 

7. The Secretary of State for the Interior should have aocess to advioe 
on Mountaineer affairs from the Mountaineer viewpOint. This could be 
achieved by appOinting a Mountaineer or someone fully cognizant of the 
Mountaineer viewpoint as a Speoial Assistant for Mountaineer Affairs, or 
establishing a Counoil of Representatives of Mountaineer tribes which would 
meet with the Seoretary at stated intervals to disouss Mountaineer problems 
of national interest. 

8. j~n view of the programs proposed for the PMS by the Government,there 
1s definite ~ for additional knoHledge on certain aspeots of Mountaineer 
societies. This 1s particularly true in the areas of traditional eoonomic 
systeim!land land tenure as well as internal politioal systems. The admin­
istration of these programs and the suooessful administration of the PMS 
in general demands perceptive Understanding of the Mountaineers. The PMS 
is a unique area in Viet Nam and should be recognized as suoh. 

It is proposed that such research be carried out in conjunotion with the 
eoonomic projects being started in the PMS', As areas are selected for 
development research on the MOUntaineers in these particular areas should 
begin as soon as possible thereafter, so that the collected information 
would faoilitate the carrying out of the project. For example, in a 
relatively short time, valuable information on Rhade land tenure and the 
poss1bility of purohasing or renting Rhade land was oolleoted in relation 
to a land development project being launohed near Ban Me Thuot. 
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d. Price Controls in the Markets. The markets appear to be a
source of many incidents. The Mountaineers often complained
of being cheated by the merchants. There are many incidents
cited where the merchants offer very low prices for végetables
the Mountaineers bring in to sell, and in some instances when
the Mountaineers refuse, the merchants crush the vegetables,
making them unsalable. There are also cases of Mountaineers
being overcharged for articles they want to purchase. In the
Pleiku market it was noted that prices were marked on many
articles. This is a step in the right direction and it is
recommended that it be carried out more completely and strictly
enforced in all of the markets.

3. Serious consideration should be given to the formation of joint Viet-
namese-Mountaineer committees in each province to act as advisors to the
province chiefs on problems that arise between the Mountaineers and the
Vietnamese.

4. Administrators being sent to the PMS should receive a special course
of training in mountaineer customs and traditions so that they will be better
prepared to deal with administrative problems associated with the Mountaineers.

5. Mountaineers should be placed in administrative positions in the PMS
whenever possible. Special attention should be given to a program for

training more Mountaineer administrators at the National Institute of Ad-
ministration.

6. A propaganda campaign should be launched among the Vietnamese and Moun-
taineers alike to increase understanding and tolerance of their respective
customs and traditions.

7. The Secretary of State for the Interior should have access to advice
on Mountaineer affairs from the Mountaineer viewpoint. This could be
achieved by appointing a Mountaineer or someone fully cognizant of the
Mountaineer viewpoint as a Special Assistant for Mountaineer Affairs, or

establishing a Council of Representatives of Mountaineer tribes which would

meet with the Secretary at stated intervals to discuss Mountaineer problems
of national interest.

8. In view of the programs proposed for the PMS by the Government, there

is definite need for additional knowledge on certain aspects of Mountaineer

societies. This is particularly true in the areas of traditional economic

systems and land tenure as well as internal political systems. The admin-

istration of these programs and the successful administration of the PMS

in general demands perceptive understanding of the Mountaineers. The PMS
is a unique area in Viet Nam and should be recognized as such.

It is proposed that such research be carried out in conjunction with the

economic projects being started in the PMS's As areas are selected for

development research on the Mountaineers in these particular areas should

begin as soon as possible thereafter, so that the collected information
would facilitate the carrying out of the project. For example, in a

relatively short time, valuable information on Rhade land tenure and the

possibility of purchasing or renting Rhade land was collected in relation

to a land development project being launched near Ban Me Thuot.
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This work should be done by the Research Division of the National Institute 
of Administration in collaboration with the .Ml.oll:1g&n St,ate Advisory Gro up. 
Basically, the Imowledge gained in such research will ·be appl1edin an 
administrative framework. It not only will result in :~ deeper understand­
ing of the administrative problems in the PMSj but it :also will be valu­
able in training a permanent cadre of researchers for ·the Vietnamese 
government. 

Analysis. 

In many respects, the present situation in the PMS resembles that of the 
American West during the 19th oentury. The movement o:r settlers into the 
new western territories touched off years of struggle rdth the Indians who 
regarded it as an invaSion of their ancestral lands. It also preCipitated 
problems which have taken years of study and work to rl9solve. The Ameri­
can government and interested agencies have put much I:rfort in the Indian 
problem and I~ve learned a great deal in the process. 

From the Vietnamese point of view, the PMS is a new territory and settlers, 
encouraged by the Government, are moving in, at an ever-increasing rate. 
Towns such as Ban Me Thuot and Ple11tu have almost doubled their populations 
and the areas surrounding them are dotted with new villages and new fields. 
More than one outside observer has no'ted, however, that the Mountaineers fear 
this influx of settlers. Like the American Indian they look upon it as an 
1nvasion--a colonization of their land. They bitterly reCite instances of 
explOitation, mostly by the military and merchants, and land grabbing by the 
new settlers. They seem to feel a deep sense of frustration at not being 
able to do anything about it. Although they resented the presence of the 
French, they tend to lopk back on the days of French rule as a time when 
things were better. Many express the deSire to flee t,) the remote parts of 
the mountains and ~thers appear determined to fight. 

One important element in the PMS situation is the pres~mce of ~~ 
agents abetting the unrest and utilizing it in their propaganda to the 
detriment of the Government I s prestige and programs. ~l'his propaganda 
stresses the Government IS lack of interest in the Moun1;aineers and the 
Government 's lack of good faith in failing to keep promises. In addition, 
Viet Cong agents reportedly are making the tempting offer of autonomy if 
the Mountaineers support their cause. 

The current Government program is to bring settlers intI) the PMS for 
economic development and elso to stablizing the area by e large influx of 
anti-oommunist refugees from the North. It would be WE!ll to conSider the 
effect this may have on the Mountaineers, viz., to aliEmate them further. 
This could possibly lead to a situation where atabllty is gained in 
isolated spots while the region as a whole becomes lesll stable. 

1 At the present time there are more than 1+00,000 Indians in the U.S. The 
number is increasing every year at a very rapid rate. At the close of the 
19th century there were only about 250,000 Indians. 
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This work should be done by the Research Division of the National Institute
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Basically, the knowledge gained in such research will be applied in an
administrative framework. It not only will result in a deeper understand-
ing of the administrative problems in the PMS; but it also will be valu-
able in training a permanent cadre of researchers for the Vietnamese
government.

Analysis.

In many respects, the present situation in the PMS resembles that of the
American West during the 19th century. The movement of settlers into the
new western territories touched off years of struggle with the Indians who
regarded it as an invasion of their ancestral lands. It also precipitated
problems which have taken years of study and work to resolve. The Ameri-
can government and interested agencies have put much effort in the Indian
problem and have learned a great deal in the process.

1

From the Vietnamese point of view, the PMS is a new territory and settlers,
encouraged by the Government, are moving in at an ever-increasing rate.
Towns such as Ban Me Thuot and Pleiku have almost doubled their populations
and the areas surrounding them are dotted with new villages and new fields.
More than one outside observer has noted, however, that the Mountaineers fear
this influx of settlers. Like the American Indian they look upon it as an
invasion--8 colonization of their land. They bitterly recite instances of
exploitation, mostly by the military and merchants, and land grabbing by the
new settlers. They seem to feel a deep sense of frustration at not being
able to do anything about it. Although they resented the presence of the
French, they tend to look back on the days of French rule as a time when
things were better. Many express the desire to flee to the remote parts of
the mountains and others appear determined to fight.

One important element in the PMS situation is the presence of Viet Cong
agents abetting the unrest and utilizing it in their propaganda to the
detriment of the Government's prestige and programs. This propaganda
stresses the Government's lack of interest in the Mountaineers and the
Government's lack of good faith in failing to keep promises. In addition,
Viet Cong agents reportedly are making the tempting offer of autonomy if
the Mountaineers support their cause.

The current Government program is to bring settlers into the PMS for
economic development and also to stablizing the area by a large influx of
anti-communist refugees from the North. It would be well to consider the
effect this may have on the Mountaineers, viz., to alienate them further.
This could possibly lead to a situation where stablity is gained in
isolated spots while the region as a whole becomes less stable.

1
At the present time there are more than 400,000 Indians in the U.S. The
number is increasing every year at a very rapid rate. At the close of the
19th century there were only about 250,000 Indians.
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The Frenoh remain an eoonomic force in the PMS. 
in the present situation is not clearly visible. 
undertaken, one of the specific objeotives m1ght 
enoe, if any, of the Frenoh on the Mountaineers. 

Any role they may be playing 
If lldditional researoh is 

be tc) determine the influ-

The above recommendations are made with a view to forming a program for the 
PMS that will ameliorate the existing Situation and mc)re clearly define the 
role of the Mountaineers in the economic development of the area. 

Part II 

BACKGROUND ON THE PMS 

The People. 

The Mountaineer population of the PMS is estimated at between 600,000 and 
700,000. The ethnic groups visited during the field l'esearoh oonstitute the 
majority population of the area and they ocoupy most of the land. These are 
the Rhade, Jarai, Bahnar, and Sedang. The Rh/lde and Jarai speak very 
Similar languages of the Malayo-Polynesian language st'ock. The Bahnar and 
Sedang languages belong to the Mon Khmer stock which j,noludes many languages 
of central Viet-Nam, Laos, and Cambodia. 

The Pll ceo 

Prior to the Geneva Conference, the PMS was olassified as a Domaine de la 
Couronne, a Crown Domain, direotly under the authorit~' of Emperor Bao Dei. 
The area was maintained as a reserve where eoonomic exploitation was carried 
on exclusively by the French planters and where Vietnamese settlement was 
oarefully contolled almost to the point of non-existence. Administratively 
the PMS was divided into three provinces, Derlac, Pleiku, and Kontum, each 
with a Frenoh reSident. The provinces were divided into distriots and the 
distriots into oantons. Officials at the district ana. canton levels as well 
as the assistants of the reSident were Mountaineers. 

Through the administration a medical service was established throughout 
the PMS. Schools were begun by the administration and by the missionaries 
as well. Corvee labor and military service were required of the Mountaineers 
and they were the primary source of labor for the French plantations in the 
PMS. 

Historicau~· 

The recorded history of the PMS is a oomplicated series of inier-tribal wars 
and Shifting allegiances with the Cham, Khmer, and Vietnamese. Frenoh 
penetration into the area during the last half of the 19th century was not 
without great difficulty and the pacification of the PMS oontinued until 

1 , , 
For detailed history of the PMS see Bulletin de la SOCiete des Etudes 

Indochinoise, Tome XXX, No.1, 1955. ~s issues is available for purohase 
at the Musee Nationale (ex Musee Blanchard), saigon. 
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The French remain an economic force in the PMS. Any role they may be playing
in the present situation is not clearly visible. If additional research is
undertaken, one of the specific objectives might be to determine the influ-
ence, if any, of the French on the Mountaineers.

The above recommendations are made with a view to forming a program for the
PMS that will ameliorate the existing situation and more clearly define the
role of the Mountaineers in the economic development of the area.

Part II

BACKGROUND ON THE PMS

The People.

The Mountaineer population of the PMS is estimated at between 600,000 and
700,000. The ethnic groups visited during the field research constitute the
majority population of the area and they occupy most of the land. These are
the Rhade, Jarai, Bahnar, and Sedang. The Rhade and Jarai speak very
similar languages of the Malayo-Polynesian language stock. The Bahnar and
Sedang languages belong to the Mon Khmer stock which includes many languages
of central Viet-Nam, Laos, and Cambodia.

The Pla ce.

Prior to the Geneva Conference, the PMS was classified as a Domaine de la
Couronne, a Crown Domain, directly under the authority of Emperor Bao Dai.
The area was maintained as a reserve where economic exploitation was carried
on exclusively by the French planters and where Vietnamese settlement was
carefully contolled almost to the point of non-existence. Administratively
the PMS was divided into three provinces, Darlac, Pleiku, and Kontum, each
with a French résident. The provinces were divided into districts and the
districts into cantons. Officials at the district and canton levels as well
as the assistants of the resident were Mountaineers.

the administration a medical service was established throughoutThrough
the PMS. Schools were begun by the administration and by the missionaries
as well. Corvée labor and military service were required of the Mountaineers
and they were the primary sour ce of labor for the French plantations in the
PMS.

Historical Brief.

The recorded history of the PMS is a complicated series of inter-tribal wars
and shifting allegiances with the Cham, Khmer, and Vietnamese*. French
penetration into the area during the last half of the 19th century was not
without great difficulty and the pacification of the PMS continued until

1
For detailed history of the PMS see Bulletin de la Société des Etudes

Indochinoise, Tome XXX, No. 1, 1955. This issues is available for purchase
at the Musee Nationale (ex Musée Blanchard), Saigon.
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very reoept times. The establishment of Frenoh plantations after World War 
I precipitated considerable unrest among the Mountaineers. They oonsidered 
it an invasion of their lands. In some cases, the planters reportedly took 
fields that the Mountaineers had burned off preparatory to planting their 
dry rice. 

In 1931 a revolt broke out among the groups in the southern PMS as a re­
action to Fr'ench settlement and establishment of planhtions in that area. 
Th!s was marked by several ambushes of French troops and attacks on French 
outposts. It lasted until 1933. In 1936 another wave of unrest began in 
Kontum provice and spread throughout the PMS. It began with a rumor ~hat a 
~, an incarnated spirit capable of superhuman deeds, was born in the 
province. There was a man from Phu Yen who was widely reputed to be the 
incarnation of Set, the bearded son of the thunder god, and rumor had it 
that his daughter gave birth to a python-child. Immed:lately this was hailed 
as a Sign that the golden age was imminent. Nobody would have to work and the 
tribes would gain control of their land again. ~Ia Wih" the father of the 
child, encouraged these stories, and when pilgrims begun arriving at his 
village he sold them bottles of water which he claimed had the power to 
protect them from ill fate. Excitement spread through()ut the groups in 
Kontum and Pleiku and soon pilgrims were arriving from Derlac province. 
'fhere were many incidents of armed attacks against the French authorities, 
particularly in the Sedang area. Famine spread among 1:he Jarai due to the 
fact that many of them did not sow their fields 1n aniicipation of the 
golden age. This period of unrest lasted until 1938. 

One source in Kontum provine.e contended that there was oommunist acitivity 
in the Sedang area at the time of the revolt. This waEI supposed to have 
been an important factor in these revolts. 

Part III 

AGRICULTURE AND LAND TENURE IN THE PMS 

~aineer Agricult~. 

The predominant form of agriculture carried on by the mountaineers is known 
generally as rutltting agrioulture. In the French literature it is called ral, 
a term that refers more to the burned-off field itself than to the method of 
agriculture employed. The compromise term "shifting-re,y" V/ill be used 1n this 
report to describe the method. 

lMountaineer revolts led by sorcerers and miracle-worl{ers promising a golden 
age have occurred in other parts of Indochina in recent h1story. In northern 
Vietnam the Meo, led on by sorcerers who promised supremacy over neighboring 
groups and independence from the authorities, revolted against the French 
several times since the beginning of the century. In the Boloven plateau area 
of southern Laos there were serious revolts against the French when they 
tried to establish plantations in that area. They were led by a powerful 
sorcerer who distributed charms to the tribesmen guaranteeing imunity from 
death. This led to a fanatiCism difficult to repress. 
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very recent times. The establishment of French plantations after World War
I precipitated considerable unrest among the Mountaineers. They considered
it an invasion of their lands. In some cases, the planters reportedly took
fields that the Mountaineers had burned off preparatory to planting their
dry rice.

In 1931 a revolt broke out among the groups in the southern PMS as a re-
action to French settlement and establishment of plantations in that area.
This was marked by several ambushes of French troops and attacks on French
outposts. It lasted until 1933. In 1936 another wave of unrest began in
Kontum provice and spread throughout the PMS. It began with a rumor that a
ya, an incarnated spirit capable of superhuman deeds, was born in the
province. There was a man from Phu Yen who was widely reputed to be the
incarnation of Set, the bearded son of the thunder god, and rumor had it
that his daughter gave birth to a python-child. Immediately this was hailed
as a sign that the golden age was imminent. Nobody would have to work and the
tribes would gain control of their land again. Ma wih, the father of the
child, encouraged these stories, and when pilgrims began arriving at his
village he sold them bottles of water which he claimed had the power to
protect them from ill fate. Excitement spread throughout the groups in
Kontum and Pleiku and soon pilgrims were arriving from Darlac province.
There were many incidents of armed attacks against the French authorities,
particularly in the Sedang area. Famine spread among the Jarai due to the
fact that many of them did not SOW their fields in anticipation of the
golden age. This period of unrest lasted until 1938.

One source in Kontum province contended that there was communist acitivity
in the Sedang area at the time of the revolt. This was supposed to have
been an important factor in these revolts.

Part III

AGRICULTURE AND LAND TENURE IN THE PMS

Mountaineer Agriculture.

The predominant form of agriculture carried on by the mountaineers is known
generally as shifting agriculture. In the French literature it is called ray,
a term that refers more to the burned-off field itself than to the method of
agriculture employed. The compromise term "shifting-ray" will be used in this
report to describe the method.

1Mountaineer revolts led by sorcerers and miracle-workers promising a golden
age have occurred in other parts of Indochina in recent history. In northern
Vietnam the Meo, led on by sorcerers who promised supremacy over neighboring
groups and independence from the authorities, revolted against the French
several times since the beginning of the century. In the Boloven plateau area
of southern Laos there were serious revolts against the French when they
tried to establish plantations in that area. They were led by a powerful
sorcerer who distributed charms to the tribesmen guaranteeing imunity from
death. This led to a fanaticism difficult to repress.
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The area selected for Shifting-ray agriculture must be covered with forest 
or thick growth. Several months before the rains are expected to begin the 
trees and brush are cut and allowed to dry. The fields are then burned by 
a group of mountaineers who guard the fire to see that it doesn't spread to 
adjacent areas and also to see that all the wood burns. After the rains 
begin the fields are raked and planting takes plaoe. 'rhls is done with 
digging sticks and hoes or bamboo tubes to cover the holes. Generally 
provisional shelters are constructed on the edge of the field. If the field 
should be located some distance from the village, the men will remain in 
this shelter for the duration of the planting and harvl~st1ng. In the 
interim, a group of young men will remain in the shelt.~r to guard the fields. 
This system permit~ the mountaineers to keep villages :In one location for 
very long per10ds. 

l'i1th shift1ng-ray agrioulture,a field can be cultivat.!d for three years and 
then a new area must be bleared. 2 The field is then l.!ft fallow from f1ve to 
ten years wh11e other fields are cleared and oultivatecl. Usually a group 
w11l cultivate the same set of three or four f1elds in a oont1nuous oycle. 
There apparently are magioo-religious factors 1n the sl!lect10n of new areas 
to be cleared and oultivated. 

In add1tion to the mountain (dryr) r10e cultivated in the ray, a number of 
seoondary crops also are grown. Ma1ze may be planted 1n rows alternating 
with the rice. ManiOC, taro, cabbage, eggplant, and a variety of other 
vegetables also are cultivated 1n the ray. Tobacco uSlmlly is planted in 
small patches set apart from the larger fields. 

Most of the well watered bottom land throughout the P~l already is cultivated 
in wet rice. Many of the wet-rice fields are cult1vatE,d by Mountaineers and 
many by long-time Vietnamese residents. In addition t() the large, mostly 
French owned, coffee and tea plantations, there are some small concessions 
operated by Vietnamese and Mountaineers. The m1ssional~ies are responsible 
for most of the coffee cultivation among the MountB1neE,rs. In some cases 
they are privately owned, but most are village project!l. 

Land Ten~ in the PMS. 

The Rhade. In order to understand the meohanism by which land is held and 
transferred among the Rhade, it is necessary to examine, briefly certain 
features of Rhade social organization. The Rhade have a matrilineal kinship 
system i.e. the females own the house, gongs, jars, harvest, and other val­
uable commodities which are conSidered to be "family goods". Atter marriage 
the husband goes to live at the house of his wife. Chl.1dren take the mother's 
family name and after the death of the mother, the daughters inherit the 
family goods. As a king grouping, the lineage consists of those individuals 

IThe only time most of the mountaineers move their villages is if some catas­
trophe strikes, such as an epidemio, fire, or if the vHlage should be struol< 
by l1ghning. 
2Some areas are exoeptions. In the Dak To area of Kontum provinoe the bam­
boo grows rapidly and in great thiokness, permitt1ng a longer oultivation 
period. 
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The area selected for shifting-ray agriculture must be covered with forest
or thick growth. Several months before the rains are expected to begin the
trees and brush are cut and allowed to dry. The fields are then burned by
a group of mountaineers who guard the fire to see that it doesn't spread to
adjacent areas and also to see that all the wood burns. After the rains
begin the fields are raked and planting takes place. This is done with
digging sticks and hoes or bamboo tubes to cover the holes. Generally
provisional shelters are constructed on the edge of the field. If the field
should be located some distance from the village, the men will remain in
this shelter for the duration of the planting and harvesting. In the
interim, a group of young men will remain in the shelter to guard the fields.
This system permits the mountaineers to keep villages in one location for
very long periods.

With shifting-ray agriculture, a field can be cultivated for three years and
2then a new area must be cleared. The field is then left fallow from five to

ten years while other fields are cleared and cultivated. Usually a group
will cultivate the same set of three or four fields in a continuous cycle.
There apparently are magico-religious factors in the selection of new areas
to be cleared and cultivated.

In addition to the mountain (dry) rice cultivated in the ray, a number of
secondary crops also are grown. Maize may be planted in rows alternating
with the rice. Manioc, taro, cabbage, eggplant, and a variety of other
vegetables also are cultivated in the ray. Tobacco usually is planted in
small patches set apart from the larger fields.

Most of the well watered bottom land throughout the PMS already is cultivated
in wet rice. Many of the wet-rice fields are cultivated by Mountaineers and
many by long-time Vietnamese residents. In addition to the large, mostly
French owned, coffee and tea plantations, there are some small concessions
operated by Vietnamese and Mountaineers. The missionaries are responsible
for most of the coffee cultivation among the Mountaineers. In some cases
they are privately owned, but most are village projects.

Land Tenure in the PMS.

The Rhade. In order to understand the mechanism by which land is held and
transferred among the Rhade, it is necessary to examine briefly certain
features of Rhade social organization. The Rhade have a matrilineal kinship
system i.e. the females own the house, gongs, jars, harvest, and other val-
uable commodities which are considered to be "family goods". After marriage
the husband goes to live at the house of his wife. Children take the mother's
family name and after the death of the mother, the daughters inherit the
family goods. As a king grouping, the lineage consists of those individuals

1The only time most of the mountaineers move their villages is if some catas-
trophe strikes, such as an epidemic, fire, or if the village should be struck
by lighting.
2
Some areas are exceptions. In the Dak To area of Kontum province the bam-

boo grows rapidly and in great thickness, permitting a longer cultivation
period.
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related through female kin to a common ancestor--the great-great grandmother 
on the mother's side. Groupings of lineages form clans. In taking their 
mother's name, the children are, ln effect, becoming mambers of her clan. 
In additlon to being dlstinguished by a name, the clans have taboos 
associated wlth huntlng or eatlng certain animals. It also ls forbidden 
to marry Witnln the sama clan. ' 

Land in the Rhade area is owned by the olans. This lncludes all of the land 
on whlch Rhade live and a clan may have one or more large tracts which lt 
claims as ancestral land. For each tract there ls a representative of the 
clan called the po lan who is considered the hereditary or appointed guardian 
of this land. The duties an~ responsibilities of the po lan are clearly pre­
scribed by Rhade traditions. 

As keeper and protector of the clan land, the po lan has no right to alienate 
It. Due to the marriage pattern of the Rhade, clan members are scattered 
throughout the area. It is likely therefore, that non-clan people will be 
cultivating clan land--whether wet-rice or shifting ray. This is done with 
the permission of the po Ian. 

In many instances the po Ian does not live on the clan land. For example, 
the H'mok clan owns most of the land around the town of Ban Me Thuot, but 
the po lan lives some five kilometers away. The clan elders and the po lan 
know the limits of their land. Some of the po lan have papers attesting 
their ownership. During a discussion with a group of 'them, several pre­
sented sets of undated, rather crudely drawn titles and maps. These had 
been issued by M. Sabatier, one time Resident of Darlac. 

In order to purchase land from the RhMe it is necessa:ry to' negotiate with 
the po lan, with those cultivating portions of the land, and the notables of 
v111ages 1n whose territory the land ln question is looated. More than 
likely the individuals cultivating land are from the v:tllage concerned so 
the two latter parties can be dealt' with together. In this case, it ls a 
question of compensat1ng them for the loss of cultivat,~d land. Dlscussion 
with the po lan would have to be held separately. 

The land marked for development in the Buon Kroa Project near Ban Me Thuot 
is part of the ancestral land of the Eban clan. The current £0 lan, by 
heredity, is a woman named H'deo Eban. When the French were establishing a 
plantation on pert of th1s land, they agreed to pay tM po Ian three piasters 
a year, two of which went to the administration and Orul to the po Ian. These 
payments continued until 1954. For the Buon Kora ProJI!ct, General Kim or­
ganlzed a commission to deal with the land problem. This consisted of nlm­
self, several asslstants, the Chief of District, and sllveral notables from 
villages located in the area. They negot1ated with thll Rhade who were 
cultivating rayon the s1te and agreed to pay them 2000 piasters a nectare 
for five hectares. Not having any more available fundl', they were unable to 
negotiate further. H'deo Eban, the EO lan was never (l()nsulted. 

lSee Appendix A wh:!c h is a translation of sections of 1;he codified Rhade custom 
relating to the po Ian system. This ls taken from the following source: 
Sabatier, L., Recuel1 des Coutumes Rhadees du Dsrlac, l~cole Francaise d 'EXtr~me 
Orient, Collectlon de Textes et Documents sur l'Indochine, IV, Hanoi, 1940. 
Selected tribal laws and customs of the Bahnar and Jar!~i are ln process of 
translation--see Note 1, Part IV. 
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cultivating clan land--whether wet-rice or shifting ray. This is done with 
the permission of the po Ian. 

In many instances the po Ian does not live on the clan land. For example, 
the H'mok clan owns most of the land around the town of Ban Me Thuot, but 
the po lan lives some five kilometers away. The clan elders and the po lan 
know the limits of their land. Some of the po lan have papers attesting 
their ownership. During a discussion with a group of 'them, several pre­
sented sets of undated, rather crudely drawn titles and maps. These had 
been issued by M. Sabatier, one time Resident of Darlac. 

In order to purchase land from the RhMe it is necessa:ry to' negotiate with 
the po lan, with those cultivating portions of the land, and the notables of 
v111ages 1n whose territory the land ln question is looated. More than 
likely the individuals cultivating land are from the v:tllage concerned so 
the two latter parties can be dealt' with together. In this case, it ls a 
question of compensat1ng them for the loss of cultivat,~d land. Dlscussion 
with the po lan would have to be held separately. 

The land marked for development in the Buon Kroa Project near Ban Me Thuot 
is part of the ancestral land of the Eban clan. The current £0 lan, by 
heredity, is a woman named H'deo Eban. When the French were establishing a 
plantation on pert of th1s land, they agreed to pay tM po Ian three piasters 
a year, two of which went to the administration and Orul to the po Ian. These 
payments continued until 1954. For the Buon Kora ProJI!ct, General Kim or­
ganlzed a commission to deal with the land problem. This consisted of nlm­
self, several asslstants, the Chief of District, and sllveral notables from 
villages located in the area. They negot1ated with thll Rhade who were 
cultivating rayon the s1te and agreed to pay them 2000 piasters a nectare 
for five hectares. Not having any more available fundl', they were unable to 
negotiate further. H'deo Eban, the EO lan was never (l()nsulted. 

lSee Appendix A wh:!c h is a translation of sections of 1;he codified Rhade custom 
relating to the po Ian system. This ls taken from the following source: 
Sabatier, L., Recuel1 des Coutumes Rhadees du Dsrlac, l~cole Francaise d 'EXtr~me 
Orient, Collectlon de Textes et Documents sur l'Indochine, IV, Hanoi, 1940. 
Selected tribal laws and customs of the Bahnar and Jar!~i are ln process of 
translation--see Note 1, Part IV. 
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related through female kin to a common ancestor the great-great grandmother
on the mother's side. Groupings of lineages form clans. In taking their
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As keeper and protector of the clan land, the po lan has no right to alienate
it. Due to the marriage pattern of the Rhade, clan members are scattered
throughout the area. It is likely therefore, that non-clan people will be
cultivating clan land-whether wet-rice or shifting ray. This is done with
the permission of the po lan.

In many instances the po lan does not live on the clan land. For example,
the H'mok clan owns most of the land around the town of Ban Me Thuot, but
the po lan lives some five kilometers away. The clan elders and the po lan
know the limits of their land. Some of the po lan have papers attesting
their ownership. During a discussion with a group of them, several pre-
sented sets of undated, rather crudely drawn titles and maps. These had
been issued by M. Sabatier, one time Resident of Darlac.

In order to purchase land from the Rhade it is necessary to negotiate with
the po lan, with those cultivating portions of the land, and the notables of
villages in whose territory the land in question is located. More than
likely the individuals cultivating land are from the village concerned so
the two latter parties can be dealt with together. In this case, it is a
question of compensating them for the loss of cultivated land. Discussion
with the po lan would have to be held separately.

The land marked for development in the Buon Kroa Project near Ban Me Thuot
is part of the ancestral land of the Eban clan. The current po lan, by
heredity, is a woman named H'deo Eban. When the French were establishing a
plantation on part of this land, they agreed to pay the po lan three piasters
a year, two of which went to the administration and one to the po lan. These
payments continued until 1954. For the Buon Kora Project, General Kim or-
ganized a commission to deal with the land problem. This consisted of him-
self, several assistants, the Chief of District, and several notables from
villages located in the area. They negotiated with the Rhade who were
cultivating ray on the site and agreed to pay them 2000 piasters a hectare
for five hectares. Not having any more available funds, they were unable to
negotiate further. H'deo Eban, the po Ian was never consulted.

See Appendix A which is a translation of sections of the codified Rhade custom
relating to the po lan system. This is taken from the following source:
Sabatier, L., Recueil des Coutumes Rhadées du Darlac, Ecole Francaise d'Extreme
Orient, Collection de Textes et Documents sur l'Indochine, IV, Hanoi, 1940.
Selected tribal laws and customs of the Bahnar and Jarai are in process of
translation--sed Note 1, Part IV.
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Discussions with H'deo Eban, the village chief of Buon Kora, several diS- l trict officials, the Chief judge of the Tribunal Coutum1er (tribal court) 
and several Rhade farmers, revealed that the most equitable way of dealing 
with this problem is to have the commission formed by General Kim meet with 
the parties concerned in the presence of the Chief Judge of the Tribunal 
Coutumier. Those cultivating ray 1n the area should either be paid or re­
located to another suitable location. H'deo Eban stated that he would be 
willing to discuss the question with the commission if' they invite her, but 
there was no indication as to what she would consider just compensation. 
On one of the po Ian titles ment10ned previously it WB,a ind1cated that land 
was rented to another Rhade for a large jar , a woman's skirt, and a pig. 

The major difficulty is such negot1ation lies in the fact that the concept 
of transferr1ng t1tle of land does not exist among the Rhade. They are un­
familiar with money economy and 1t 1s very difficult to discuss cash com­
pensation. In addition, they are very fatalistid in their approach. In 
these discussions all of the Rhade stated that they would rent land, but they 
d1dn't want to do so. They would agree because the government was stronger 
than they, as they agreed with the French because the French also were 
stronger. 

On the other hand, there was some 1ndication that the po Ian system was loSing 
its traditional funct10n. The role of the po Ian does not seem to be as 
important as it had been and there 1s less respect for the po lan claim to 
land. For example, the Rhade ass1stant to the Prov1nce Ch1ef of Darlac 
prov1nce 1s preparing a plan to red1v1de the Rhade lan.d to give each family 
a determined amount of land and title as well. It was noted that if this 
plan were adopted, 1t would mean the end of the po lan. system. 

Jare1. The Jare1 system of land ownersh1p differs cons1derablyfrom that of 
t~hade. From all 1nd1cat1ons, there 1s no clan land system among the 
Jarai. Their k1nship system is matrilineal with may features of the Rhade 
system. The clan system appears to have broken down among the Jarei of 
Pleiku, but 1t continues to funct10n among the Jare1 of Cheo Reo (generally 
cons1dered a more trad1t1onal group). Notwithstand1ng the differences 
between Pleiku, Jara1 and Cheo Reo, Jarei, the land was reported to be owned 
by individual "families" in both areas. On further 1nvest1gat! on, the family 
proved to be all those individuals 11ving in the same lOng house. This would 
be related females, their husbands, children, and unmarried male kin. Since 
fam11y property belongs to the females, the eldest female in the house would 
have the strongest claim to family land. 

Each Jarai village has a specific terr1tory in which its res1dents can 
practiceagr10ulture whether wet-rice or shift1ng-ray. Each fam1ly has 
specific fields which its members work in common. The village chief and 
village oouncil seem to exercise a kind of supervisory control over the land 
in the village. The limits of family land are well defined e.g. in the 
Cheo Reo area, the fields are carefully fenced. In purchasing land the 
village council should be approached and the family holding immediate title 
(~rhdther written or oral) as well. Around Pleiku it was reported that if a 
fam1ly had what they conSidered to be extra land, they would sell it to 

1 
See section on Tribal Justice for further informat10n on the organization 

and function of the Tribunal Coutumier. 
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Discussions with H'deo Eban, the village chief of Buon Kora, several dis-1trict officials, the Chief judge of the Tribunal Coutumier (tribal court)
and several Rhade farmers, revealed that the most equitable way of dealing
with this problem is to have the commission formed by General Kim meet with
the parties concerned in the presence of the Chief Judge of the Tribunal
Coutumier. Those cultivating ray in the area should either be paid or re-
located to another suitable location. H'deo Eban stated that he would be
willing to discuss the question with the commission if they invite her, but
there was no indication as to what she would consider just compensation.
On one of the po lan titles mentioned previously it was indicated that land
was rented to another Rhade for a large jar, a woman's skirt, and a pig.

The major difficulty is such negotiation lies in the fact that the concept
of transferring title of land does not exist among the Rhade. They are un-
familiar with money economy and it is very difficult to discuss cash com-
pensation. In addition, they are very fatalistid in their approach. In
these discussions all of the Rhade stated that they would rent land, but they
didn't want to do so. They would agree because the government was stronger
than they, as they agreed with the French because the French also were
stronger.

On the other hand, there was some indication that the po lan system was losing
its traditional function. The role of the po lan does not seem to be as
important as it had been and there is less respect for the po lan claim to
land. For example, the Rhade assistant to the Province Chief of Darlac
province is preparing a plan to redivide the Rhade land to give each family
a determined amount of land and title as well. It was noted that if this
plan were adopted, it would mean the end of the po lan system.

Jarai. The Jarai system of land ownership differs considerably from that of
the Rhade. From all indications, there is no clan land system among the
Jarai. Their kinship system is matrilineal with may features of the Rhade
system. The clan system appears to have broken down among the Jarai of
Pleiku, but it continues to function among the Jarai of Cheo Reo (generally
considered a more traditional group). Notwithstanding the differences
between Pleiku, Jarai and Cheo Reo. Jarai, the land was reported to be owned
by individual "families" in both areas. On further investigati on, the family
proved to be all those individuals living in the same long house. This would
be related females, their husbands, children, and unmarried male kin. Since
family property belongs to the females, the eldest female in the house would
have the strongest claim to family land.

Each Jarai village has a specific territory in which its residents can
practice agriculture whether wet-rice or shifting-ray. Each family has

specific fields which its members work in common. The village chief and
village council seem to exercise a kind of supervisory control over the land
in the village. The limits of family land are well defined e.g. in the
Cheo Reo area, the fields are carefully fenced. In purchasing land the
village council should be approached and the family holding immediate title
(whether written or oral) as well. Around Pleiku it was reported that if a
family had what they considered to be extra land, they would sell it to

1
See section on Tribal Justice for further information on the organization

and function of the Tribunal Coutumier.
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another Jarai for money or animals and gongs. In one village they Specific~lly 
noted that they would not sell land to outs1ders. 

Bahnar. There are some BBhnar 1n the Pleiku area, al1;hough their lIlBJor oon­
centrations are in Kontum provinoe. The social organization of the Bahna~ 
differs radically from that of the Jarai or RhBde. They have what is known 
as a b1-laternal kinship system. This type of family is found in Europe and 
the United States. Neither the lIlBle or felllBle Side of the family is stressed; 
the inheritr.nce is divided among all of the ohildren; and reSidence after 
mIlI'r~.age alternates betwean both Sides of the family until the couple are 
able to est.kblish their own household. 

The Bahner do not appear to have any olan organization. The village stands 
out as the most importa~,t social unit. The kra are the respected ville,ge 
elders and in Bahnar society, they exercise great authority. They select 
the head Dll\n and they are a1rectly responsible for all villalle affp,irs. 

Bahner o,t Pleiku. The Bahnar at Pleiku cultivate more by the wet-r',ce ll)ethod 
BiiiiShift'iiii-ray. Both wet-rice and ray fields belong to indiVidual 
families, i. e. those living in the same long house. The village has a cer­
tain territory in which its reSidents exploit the land, 'but title appears 
to rest more tiith the fami~y than with the village. 1:f there is unused land 
in the forest, unclr.imed by a family, tha one who olears and culti\'ates it 
is conSidered the owner. land is alianable. There were extensive wet-rice 
fielGs near the Bahnar villages visited. One group of fields belong~d to 
a walthy Bahnar named Peu who sold them to Vietnamese long ago. This indi­
cates the possibility of outSiders purchasing l~nd, 

Bahner at Kontum. !lach B.'1hnllr village has a set '~errltol:OY' and there 1s no 
"free land. Ii Within this territory each family has its own fields, both 
wet-rioe ar.d ray. 'fhe kru know the Emits of the village land and they 
exeroise supervisory autJiority over the entire territory. If there are any 
land disputes, the kra are called upon to settle them. More than one in­
forlllBnt noted that rand could not be sold to outsiders. In pny case, it 
appears that any negotiation for the purchase of Bahnar land would have to 
be made through the ~ of the village and the family holding immediate 
title. 

~s. Sedang social org&nizilt10n is very similar to that of the Bahnar. 
The Sedang are reputed to be more indivi~,ualistic than the Behnar, and .this 
spirit carried into t11eir land tenure systel;l. They have both Het-rice and 
shifting-ray agriculture. Cultivated land and land lying fallow 1s the 
property of individual families. Each village has a defjnite terriotry which 
its members cultivate, and unoultivatedforest land is consider~d the property 
of the vtl1age. If a family raC(uires more land, it request3 perm11:1s1on from 
the village to clear 80rne of the forest land. Family lend is al1en.able--at 
least to other Sedap-g. The family would make the deCision concerning sale of 
land. The village council also would have to be consulted. 

Mountaineer Attitude Toward Agriculture and Land. The follo~ling are ex­
pressed a'~titudes of Mounta1neers:!.n the Ban Me Thuot larea relative \;0 land 
sale and their present system of agriculture: 
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another Jarai for money or animals and gongs. In one village they specifically
noted that they would not sell land to outsiders.

Bahnar. There are some Bahnar in the Pleiku area, although their major con-
centrations are in Kontum province. The social organization of the Bahnar
differs radically from that of the Jarai or Rhade. They have what is known
as a bi-laternal kinship system. This type of family is found in Europe and
the United States. Neither the male or female side of the family is stressed;
the inheritance is divided among all of the children; and residence after
marriage alternates between both sides of the family until the couple are
able to establish their own household.

The Bahner do not appear to have any clan organization. The village stands
out as the most important social unit. The kra are the respected village
elders and in Bahnar society, they exercise great authority. They select
the head man and they are directly responsible for all village affairs.

Bahnar at Pleiku. The Bahnar at Pleiku cultivate more by the wet-rice method
than shifting-ray. Both wet-rice and ray fields belong to individual
families, i. E. those living in the same long house. The village has a cer-
tain territory in which its residents exploit the land, but title appears
to rest more with the family than with the village. If there is unused land
in the forest, unclaimed by a family, the one who clears and cultivates it
is considered the owner. Land is alienable. There were extensive wet-rice
fields near the Bahnar villages visited. One group of fields belonged to
a walthy Bahnar named Peu who sold them to Vietnamese long ago. This indi-
cates the possibility of outsiders purchasing land.

Bahnar at Kontum. Each Bahnar village has a set territory, and there is no
"free land. If Within this territory each family has its own fields, both
wet-rice and ray. The kru know the limits of the village land and they
exercise supervisory authority over the entire territory. If there are any
land disputes, the kra are called upon to settle them. More than one in-
formant noted that land could not be sold to outsiders. In any case, it
appears that any negotiation for the purchase of Bahnar land would have to
be made through the kra of the village and the family holding immediate
title.

Sedang, Sedang social organization is very similar to that of the Bahnar.
The Sedang are reputed to be more individualistic than the Bahnar, and this
spirit carried into their land tenure system. They have both wet-rice and
shifting-ray agriculture. Cultivated land and land lying fallow is the
property of individual families. Each village has a definite terriotry which
its members cultivate, and uncultivated forest land is considered the property
of the village. If a family requires more land, it requests permission from
the village to clear some of the forest land. Family land is alienable--at
least to other Sedang. The family would make the decision concerning sale of
land. The village council also would have to be consulted.

Mountaineer Attitude Toward Agriculture and Land. The following are ex-
pressed attitudes of Mountainears in the Ban Me Thuot area relative to land
sale and their present system of agriculture:
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"VIe don't want to sell our land. We won't have enough to graze cattle and grow 
rioe." 

"One would think there is enough land, but we don't think we have enough land. 
The land around Ban Me Thuot is supposed to support five or six large villages 
and the Vietnamese too. It is a serious problem--there just is not enough land." 

"It (shifting-ray agrioulture) is the only way we know. Maybe we should use 
animal fertilizer, but the fields seem to be eXhausted just as fast as when we 
do not use it. Rotted vegetables helped. If we had tractors we could grow more. 
It is hard to grow rice in stumps and stones." 

"It is very hard work to clear this land by hand. Vietnamese all get tractors, 
but not the Rhade. vfuy don't you (Americans) give us tractors too so we can 
compete? Soon there will be no more Rhade. We don't know how to work." 

The Tribe. 

Part IV 

MOUNTAINEER LEADERSHIP 

One of the aims of this field research was to collect whatever information avail­
able on Mountaineer leadership patterns. KnOWing the difficulty of gaining a 
profound knowledge of power structures of societies such as those found in the 
PMS, it was oonsidered more feasible to simply determine whether the so-called 
tribes actually function as pol1tical units. Technically the term "tribe" em­
bodies the concept of a political structure based on traditional roles of 
authority and lines of leaderShip. It involves levels of leaders culminating 
in one central leader or set of leaders recognized as such by the members of 
the tribe. 

On the basis of this research, it appears that the tribes cannot be equated with 
any such political organization. Historical evidence indicates that in the past 
the tribes did have a political function. This was particularly true in t1mes of 
difficulty when tribal solidarity was necessary for the common cause. In some 
instances the tribes even allied with one another for the purpose of carrying 
out warfare. 

With the arrival of the French, an administrative !l' ganization was established for 
the entire PMS. Three provinces, Darlac, Pleiku and Kontum, were formed, each 
with a French r~sident. The provinces were divided into districts and the dis­
tricts into cantons. French policy was to maintain local leaders as much as 
possible and to train and use secretaries and aSSistants from the local papula­
tion. Consequently, the clerioal echelon in the provincial headquarters, the 
district ch1e~s and canton ch1efs were practically all Mountaineers. Thus it 
appears that whatever leaders there were in the tribal sense were ohanneled into 
this super-imposed political system. The only types of leaders remaining out­
side of this framework appear to be clan elders and leaders of kin groupings. 
By and large, the Situation has remained the same since the Vietnamese have 
replaced the French in the PMS. The French r~sidents were replaced by Vietnamese 
province chiefs, but the cadre of local empl~es have remained. 
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It is hard to grow rice in stumps and stones." 

"It is very hard work to clear this land by hand. Vietnamese all get tractors, 
but not the Rhade. vfuy don't you (Americans) give us tractors too so we can 
compete? Soon there will be no more Rhade. We don't know how to work." 

The Tribe. 

Part IV 

MOUNTAINEER LEADERSHIP 

One of the aims of this field research was to collect whatever information avail­
able on Mountaineer leadership patterns. KnOWing the difficulty of gaining a 
profound knowledge of power structures of societies such as those found in the 
PMS, it was oonsidered more feasible to simply determine whether the so-called 
tribes actually function as pol1tical units. Technically the term "tribe" em­
bodies the concept of a political structure based on traditional roles of 
authority and lines of leaderShip. It involves levels of leaders culminating 
in one central leader or set of leaders recognized as such by the members of 
the tribe. 

On the basis of this research, it appears that the tribes cannot be equated with 
any such political organization. Historical evidence indicates that in the past 
the tribes did have a political function. This was particularly true in t1mes of 
difficulty when tribal solidarity was necessary for the common cause. In some 
instances the tribes even allied with one another for the purpose of carrying 
out warfare. 

With the arrival of the French, an administrative !l' ganization was established for 
the entire PMS. Three provinces, Darlac, Pleiku and Kontum, were formed, each 
with a French r~sident. The provinces were divided into districts and the dis­
tricts into cantons. French policy was to maintain local leaders as much as 
possible and to train and use secretaries and aSSistants from the local papula­
tion. Consequently, the clerioal echelon in the provincial headquarters, the 
district ch1e~s and canton ch1efs were practically all Mountaineers. Thus it 
appears that whatever leaders there were in the tribal sense were ohanneled into 
this super-imposed political system. The only types of leaders remaining out­
side of this framework appear to be clan elders and leaders of kin groupings. 
By and large, the Situation has remained the same since the Vietnamese have 
replaced the French in the PMS. The French r~sidents were replaced by Vietnamese 
province chiefs, but the cadre of local empl~es have remained. 
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instances the tribes even allied with one another for the purpose of carrying
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tion. Consequently, the clerical echelon in the provincial headquarters, the
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By and large, the situation has remained the same since the Vietnamese have

replaced the French in the PMS. The French résidents were replaced by Vietnamese

province chiefs, but the cadre of local employees have remained.
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The Mountaineers often refer to "kings" whom they infer have considerable 
power. In the province of Darlac there is a man known ILS the "King of the 
Rhade" living at the district town of Ban Don. Actually he is head of the 
!!'ibunal £!?ut~ which is held monthly in Ban Me Thuot; (see section on 
Tribal Justice for details on the tribunal and the chiej~ judge). While he 
is known among the Rhade for his role as Chief Judge of the Tribunal, he 
apparently has no political function. 

According to French sourcesl , there have always been two traditional leaders 
for all the Jarai. These l~ere sorcerer·kings known as the Lord of the East 
and the Lord of the l~est or the God of Fire and the God of lfater respectively. 
Each extended his influence over a determined territory and they were never 
to meet or great calamities would befall the Jarai. 

An elderly informant in Cheo Reo district noted that the French gave great 
Jarai chiefs the titles Sorcerer of water and Sorcerer of Fire,. Healso 
recalled that in the old days there was a royal family 1,n Cheo Reo, the re ad 
of which was a great war chief. They were the traditional rulers of the 
entire area. Aocording to him, this royal family still resides in a village 
some thirty kilometers from the' town of Cheo Reo and the head of tltLs family 
is known as the "king". In the vicinity of Pleiku, informants spoke of the 
"King of the West" and the "King of the East". The latter is supposed to 
have died some time ago. The King of the West would visit the village' before 
the War, b~t he couldn't enter. The villagers would bring him offerings so 
that he could make the proper sacrifices to bring rain, good crops, and good 
fishing. One informant claimed that there was a new king. His visits to the 
village are very irregular and unlike the old king, he enters the village 
limits to collect the offerings. 

In general it appears that there are no real tribal leaders in the political 
sense. Officials designated by the provincial administration are the func­
tioning political leaders throughout the PMS. The chief Judges of the 
tribunals are well known and have high prestige, but they are not political 
figures. There also appear to be well known sorcerers who perform only 
magico-religious functions. Those designated as "royal" appear to have vague 
and indeterminate influence in the political sense. 

Tribal Systems of Justice. 

With the establishment of French authority in the PMS, a system of po11tical 
administration was organized for the entire region. In doing thiS, there was 
no attempt to bring about any sweeping changes in the existing system of 
justice which was based on what could be called tribal law. Instead the 
French formed a tribunal coutumier at each province headquarters. This 1s a 
formal court intended to settle !40untaineer difficulties and generally mete 
out juatice according to tribal customs. The tribunal is only intended to 
settle those cases which annot be resolved by the village chief and village 
council. 

1 
Maspero, H., L'Indoah1ne, PariS et Bruxelles, B. Van Oest, 1929, p. 254. 
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The Mountaineers often refer to "kings" whom they infer have considerable
power. In the province of Darlac there is a man known as the "King of the
Rhade" living at the district town of Ban Don. Actually he is head of the
Tribunal Coutumier which is held monthly in Ban Me Thuot (see section on
Tribal Justice for details on the tribunal and the chief judge). While he
is known among the Rhade for his role as Chief Judge of the Tribunal, he
apparently has no political function.

According to French sources 1
, there have always been two traditional leaders

for all the Jarai. These were sorcerer-kings known as the Lord of the East
and the Lord of the West or the God of Fire and the God of Water respectively.
Each extended his influence over a determined territory and they were never
to meet or great calamities would befall the Jarai.

An elderly informant in Cheo Reo district noted that the French gave great
Jarai chiefs the titles Sorcerer of Water and Sorcerer of Fire. He also
recalled that in the old days there was a royal family in Cheo Reo, the head
of which was a great war chief. They were the traditional rulers of the
entire area. According to him, this royal family still resides in a village
some thirty kilometers from the town of Cheo Reo and the head of this family
is known as the "king". In the vicinity of Pleiku, informants spoke of the
"King of the West" and the "King of the East". The latter is supposed to
have died some time ago. The King of the West would visit the village before
the War, but he couldn't enter. The villagers would bring him offerings so
that he could make the proper sacrifices to bring rain, good crops, and good
fishing. One informant claimed that there was a new king. His visits to the
village are very irregular and unlike the old king, he enters the village
limits to collect the offerings.

In general it appears that there are no real tribal leaders in the political
sense. Officials designated by the provincial administration are the func-
tioning political leaders throughout the PMS. The chief judges of the
tribunals are well known and have high prestige, but they are not political
figures. There also appear to be well known sorcerers who perform only
magico-religious functions. Those designated as "royal" appear to have vague
and indeterminate influence in the political sense.

Tribal Systems of Justice.

With the establishment of French authority in the PMS, a system of political
administration was organized for the entire region. In doing this, there was
no attempt to bring about any sweeping changes in the existing system of
justice which was based on what could be called tribal law. Instead the
French formed a tribunal coutumier at each province headquarters. This is a
formal court intended to settle Mountaineer difficulties and generally mete
out justice according to tribal customs. The tribunal is only intended to
settle those cases which annot be resolved by the village chief and village
council.

1
Maspero, H., L'Indochine, Paris et Bruxelles, B. Van Oest, 1929, p. 254.
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The tribunal in Ban Me Thuot more or less typifies the situation. There the 
tribunal convenes for the first seven days of every month. The Mountaineers 
who have grievances gather and wait their turn to be heard. The Chief of the 
Tribunal is an elderly man from Ban Don, of Lao-Mnong, origin. His uncle had 
been appointed the first Tribunal Chief by the French when the tribunal was 
founded. He inherited this role and it will be passed on either to his son 
or his sister's Son. In judging the cases broughGbefore the tribunal, the 
Chief Judge relies on the written collection of Rhade customs compiled by a 
former French resident l • 

In an interview, the Chief Judge noted that he does have some cases concerning 
property disagreement between Rhade clans. However the most frequent diffi­
culties are those ooncerning cases of adultery. The tr:l,bunal deals only with 
cases in which both parties are Mountaineers. Cases inv'olving both Vietnamese 
and Mountaineers are the responsibility of the Province Chief. The Chief 
Judge is aSSisted by some Rhade leaders and there is a court clerk to record 
the testimony and Judgements. Provincial authorities pointed out that they 
never interfere with the operation of the tribunal. Many of the non-mountaineer 
individuals interviewed conSidered tribal justice very harsh. Reportedly, 
there continue to be some trials by ordeal. In some instances, both parties 
are immersed in water, and the first one to come up is adjusted to be in wrong. 
There are also cases reported where hot lead has been poured on the han~ of 
the accused. It is believed that the spirits will protect the innocent. 

Part V 

COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PMS 

Darlac Province. 

1. Reportedly between 5000-6000 Rhades left with the Communists after the 
Geneva Conference. Three out of four Rhade doctors also left. 

2. Rhade and Vietnamese Communist agents are reported to be active in the 
province. They gain acceptance in the villages by part:l,cipating in the life 
of the people. The Rhade agents are accepted eaSily, and the Vietnamese agents 
break their teeth to comply with Rhade oustom and wear Rhade clothes to gain the 
confidence of the villagers. 

~. The propaganda of the Communist agents is anti-govemment in general. They 
make a great issue of the promises of the Government wM,ch they claim will 
not be carried out, and of the Government's lack of respect for the Mountaineers. 
They point out that in the North the Government has formed an autonomous state 
for the Thai minority and they promise that if the Mountaineers in the South 
support the Viet Cong, they too will have autonomy. (They apparently are 
referring to the communist-proposed Thai frederation that would include the 
Thai groups of southern China, northern Viet-Nam, and northern Laos.) 

Isabat1er, L./' Recuell des Coutumes Rhadees du Darlac, t:cole Frsnqaise 
d'Extr~me Orient, Collection de Textes et Documents sur l'Indochine, IV, 
Hanoi, 1940. 
2 A more recent collection of tribal laws is that compiled by Paul Guilleminet-
Coutumier de la Tribu Bahnar des sedan~ - et des Jars! de la Province de Kontum, 
Publications de l'Ecole Fran~aise d'Ex r~me Orient, Volume XXXII, Hanoi, 1952. 
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tribunal convenes for the first seven days of every month. The Mountaineers
who have grievances gather and wait their turn to be heard. The Chief of the
Tribunal is an elderly man from Ban Don, of Lao-Mnong, origin. His uncle had
been appointed the first Tribunal Chief by the French when the tribunal was
founded. He inherited this role and it will be passed on either to his son
or his sister's son. In judging the cases brought before the tribunal, the
Chief Judge relies on the written collection of Rhade customs compiled by a
former French résident 1

In an interview, the Chief Judge noted that he does have some cases concerning
property disagreement between Rhade clans. However the most frequent diffi-
culties are those concerning cases of adultery. The tribunal deals only with
cases in which both parties are Mountaineers. Cases involving both Vietnamese
and Mountaineers are the responsibility of the Province Chief. The Chief

Judge is assisted by some Rhade leaders and there is a court clerk to record
the testimony and judgements. Provincial authorities pointed out that they
never interfere with the operation of the tribunal. Many of the non-mountaineer
individuals interviewed considered tribal justice very harsh. Reportedly,
there continue to be some trials by ordeal. In some instances, both parties
are immersed in water, and the first one to come up is adjusted to be in wrong.
There are also cases reported where hot lead has been poured on the hand of

2
the accused. It is believed that the spirits will protect the innocent.
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COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE PMS

Darlac Province.

1. Reportedly between 5000-6000 Rhades left with the Communists after the
Geneva Conference. Three out of four Rhade doctors also left.

2. Rhade and Vietnamese Communist agents are reported to be active in the

province. They gain acceptance in the villages by participating in the life

of the people. The Rhade agents are accepted easily, and the Vietnamese agents
break their teeth to comply with Rhade custom and wear Rhade clothes to gain the
confidence of the villagers.

3. The propaganda of the Communist agents is anti-government in general. They
make a great issue of the promises of the Government which they claim will

not be carried out, and of the Government's lack of respect for the Mountaineers.

They point out that in the North the Government has formed an autonomous state

for the Thai minority and they promise that if the Mountaineers in the South

support the Viet Cong, they too will have autonomy. (They apparently are

referring to the communist-proposed Thai frederation that would include the

Thai groups of southern China, northern Viet-Nam, and northern Laos.)
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Pleiku Province. 

1. There are reported to be agents operating throughout Pleiku province, 
although the situation is reported to have improved since last summer. The 
most sens1tive area appears to be in the Cu Ty distriot in the western ~art o~ 
the provinoe. 

2. Raoio Hanoi has some speoial broadoasts in the Jarai ).angua:,e. 

Kant um Provinoe. 
" 

Tilere are Viet Cong agents operating in Kontum provinoe, mostly in the northern 
ar.:a. They will visit. vU:;.ages tor several clays anl then move on. Th .. area 
ar'ound ~k To d1stri0t ir more stable chan a year aZ;o,and Viet Cong actlv1ty 
haB diminished greatiy. 

Part VI 

SOME MOUNTAINEER ATTITUDES 

The follow1ng are related inoidents and d1rect statements of individual 
Mountaineers refleoting prevailing attltudes toward the Vietnamese.* 

1. One man sald he wes very upset about his land. He Md just oleared a 
rice field and a Vietnamese moved 1n and settled on it. He went to the author­
it:ies and received no help. When he went directly to the squatter and asked 
why he was there, the man retorted by threaten1ng to burn his house. 

2. In Ple1ku one man noted that Vietnamese treatment of the Mountaineers had 
improved. 

3. Several agreed that 1t was a oommon ooourrenoe 1n thl~ Plelku market that if 
the Mountaineer would not aooept the offered prioe for sale of his vegetables, 
the Vietnamese merohant would orush the vegetables, making them unsalable. 

4. Several noted that in the Pleiku market, the merohants often try to 
badger them into buying things. If the police are there, they try to help 
the Mountaineers, but when the polioe leave the merchant:; resume the1r pressure. 

5. The Vietnamese promise to pay them for work1ng on the roads, but either 
they never reoeive the money or it takes a long time. They must work on 
the roads three times a year for a period of ten days eaoh t1me. They must 
obey when they are oalled, for they are afraid of what w:Lll happen if they 
don't agree. 

6. "The Vietnamese talk equality," a group of MountainMrs agreed, "but 
they don't mean what they say .•• in their hearts, they want to dominate 
us. They are oolonialists. The Frenoh were bad at the mouth, but in their 
hearts they were good. Things were better." 

*Idehtify1ng data omitted for protection of informants. 
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Pleiku Province.

1. There are reported to be agents operating throughout Pleiku province,
although the situation is reported to have improved since last summer. The
most sensitive area appears to be in the Cu Ty district in thewestern part of
the province.

2. Radio Hanoi has some special broadcasts in the Jarai language.

Kontum Province.

There are Viet Cong agents operating in Kontum province, mostly in the northern
area. They will visit villages for several days and then move on. The area
around Dak To district is more stable than a year ago, and Viet Cong activity
has diminished greatly.

Part VI

SOME MOUNTAINEER ATTITUDES

The following are related incidents and direct statements of individual
Mountaineers reflecting prevailing attitudes toward the Vietnamese.*

1. One man said he was very upset about his land. He had just cleared a
rice field and a Vietnamese moved in and settled on it. He went to the author-
ities and received no help. When he went directly to the squatter and asked
why he was there, the man retorted by threatening to burn his house.

2. In Pleiku one man noted that Vietnamese treatment of the Mountaineers had
improved.

3. Several agreed that it was a common occurrence in the Pleiku market that if
the Mountaineer would not accept the offered price for sale of his vegetables,
the Vietnamese merchant would crush the vegetables, making them unsalable.

4. Several noted that in the Pleiku market, the merchants often try to

badger them into buying things. If the police are there, they try to help
the Mountaineers, but when the police leave the merchants resume their pressure.

5. The Vietnamese promise to pay them for working on the roads, but either
they never receive the money or it takes a long time. They must work on
the roads three times a year for a period of ten days each time. They must

obey when they are called, for they are afraid of what will happen if they
don't agree.

6. "The Vietnamese talk equality," a group of Mountaineers agreed, "but
in their hearts, they want to dominatethey don't mean what they say

us. They are colonialists. The French were bad at the mouth, but in their
hearts they were good. Things were better."

*Identifying data omitted for protection of informants.
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"The Vietnamese look.down on us. They don't mean it when they call us brothers. 
Even little Vietnamese call Mountaineer functionaries 'moi, , and 'moi' means 
savage. The Vietnamese think they are all mandarins." 

7· Several mountaineers separately noted that the Vietnamese, particularly 
the soldiers, were always coming into villages stealing chickens, pigs, a1'lci 
other things. One pointed out that the refugees in the center 30 km. sOUt!1 
of Pleiku did this very often. One sta.ted, '\ve complain to the colonel, but 
nothing happens." 

8. A Vietnamase visited many of the villages in the vicinity of Pleiku 
s8ying he was checking identification cards. Many Mountaineers did n~ have 
cards beoause a smallpox epidemic prevented their going to town to register. 
He charged 100 piastars for each person without a card and reportedly col­
lected 25,000$. He was ('aught and freed without punishment. 

9. One group of Mountaineers stated that they would not sell their rice in 
the market because the merchants would cheat them. They only sold it to one 
another. 

10. "Under the French the schools were better. The Vietnamese have better 
schools, but the Mounta1neer schools only get worse--no money, no instructors, 
and no d1rectors." 

11. Vietnamese merchants take advantage of illiterate Mountaineers by giving 
them five piaster notes and telling them that they are twenty-five piaster 
notes. 

12. In several places they expressed the idea that their only hope was to 
go back to the mounta1ns. 

13. When General O'Daniel was visiting the Pleiku area, he told the people 
we would send some uniforms for the school children; one man said they were 
still waiting for them. 

1 
Darlac Province. 

part VII 

NOTES ON INTERVIEWS WITH PROVINCE CHIEFS 

Regarding Mountaineers. The Province Chief doesn't interfere with their 
customs, and he has not made any progress in changing them. For example, they 
continue to break their teeth and make sacrifices to the spirits. Even the 
more evolue Mountaineers cont1nue to believe in spirits and have sacrifices to 
them. 

The Tribunal Coutoumier j,B strictly a Mountaineer affair. The Province 
Chief doesn't interfere w1th its operations and. dec1s10ns. He does most of 
his dealing with Moutaineers through his Rhade assistant. If there are any 
disputes between Vietnamese and Mountaineers, he sends this aSSistant to 
settle them. 

lThiS Province Chief has been transferred since this interView. 

14 

"The Vietnamese look.down on us. They don't mean it when they call us brothers. 
Even little Vietnamese call Mountaineer functionaries 'moi, , and 'moi' means 
savage. The Vietnamese think they are all mandarins." 

7· Several mountaineers separately noted that the Vietnamese, particularly 
the soldiers, were always coming into villages stealing chickens, pigs, a1'lci 
other things. One pointed out that the refugees in the center 30 km. sOUt!1 
of Pleiku did this very often. One sta.ted, '\ve complain to the colonel, but 
nothing happens." 

8. A Vietnamase visited many of the villages in the vicinity of Pleiku 
s8ying he was checking identification cards. Many Mountaineers did n~ have 
cards beoause a smallpox epidemic prevented their going to town to register. 
He charged 100 piastars for each person without a card and reportedly col­
lected 25,000$. He was ('aught and freed without punishment. 

9. One group of Mountaineers stated that they would not sell their rice in 
the market because the merchants would cheat them. They only sold it to one 
another. 

10. "Under the French the schools were better. The Vietnamese have better 
schools, but the Mounta1neer schools only get worse--no money, no instructors, 
and no d1rectors." 

11. Vietnamese merchants take advantage of illiterate Mountaineers by giving 
them five piaster notes and telling them that they are twenty-five piaster 
notes. 

12. In several places they expressed the idea that their only hope was to 
go back to the mounta1ns. 

13. When General O'Daniel was visiting the Pleiku area, he told the people 
we would send some uniforms for the school children; one man said they were 
still waiting for them. 

1 
Darlac Province. 

part VII 

NOTES ON INTERVIEWS WITH PROVINCE CHIEFS 

Regarding Mountaineers. The Province Chief doesn't interfere with their 
customs, and he has not made any progress in changing them. For example, they 
continue to break their teeth and make sacrifices to the spirits. Even the 
more evolue Mountaineers cont1nue to believe in spirits and have sacrifices to 
them. 

The Tribunal Coutoumier j,B strictly a Mountaineer affair. The Province 
Chief doesn't interfere w1th its operations and. dec1s10ns. He does most of 
his dealing with Moutaineers through his Rhade assistant. If there are any 
disputes between Vietnamese and Mountaineers, he sends this aSSistant to 
settle them. 

lThiS Province Chief has been transferred since this interView. 

14

"The Vietnamese look down on us. They don't mean it when they call us brothers.
Even little Vietnamese call Mountaineer functionaries 'moi,' and 'moi' means
savage. The Vietnamese think they are all mandarins.

7. Several mountaineers separately noted that the Vietnamese, particularly
the soldiers, were always coming into villages stealing chickens, pigs. and
other things. One pointed out that the refugees in the center 30 km. south
of Pleiku did this very often. One stated, 'We complain to the colonel, but
nothing happens. II

8. A Vietnamese visited many of the villages in the vicinity of Pleiku
saying he was checking identification cards. Many Mountaineers did not have
cards because a smallpox epidemic prevented their going to town to register.
He charged 100 piasters for each person without a card and reportedly col-
lected 25,000$. He was caught and freed without punishment.

9. One group of Mountaineers stated that they would not sell their rice in
the market because the merchants would cheat them. They only sold it to one
another.

10. "Under the French the schools were better. The Vietnamese have better
schools, but the Mountaineer schools only get worse--no money, no instructors,
and no directors.

11. Vietnamese merchants take advantage of illiterate Mountaineers by giving
them five plaster notes and telling them that they are twenty-five piaster
notes.

12. In several places they expressed the idea that their only hope was to

go back to the mountains.

13. When General O'Daniel was visiting the Pleiku area, he told the people
we would send some uniforms for the school children; one man said they were
still waiting for them.

Part VII

NOTES ON INTERVIEWS WITH PROVINCE CHIEFS

1
Darlac Province.

Regarding Mountaineers. The Province Chief doesn't interfere with their

customs, and he has not made any progress in changing them. For example, they
continue to break their teeth and make sacrifices to the spirits. Even the
more evolue Mountaineers continue to believe in spirits and have sacrifices to

them.

The Tribunal Coutoumier is strictly a Mountaineer affair. The Province
Chief doesn't interfere with its operations and decisions. He does most of

his dealing with Moutaineers through his Rhade assistant. If there are any
disputes between Vietnamese and Mountaineers, he sends this assistant to
settle them.

1
This Province Chief has been transferred since this interview.
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Problems and Program. It is a problem to get the Mountaineers to learn the 
CUStoms of the lowland peopl~l. The Province Chief would like them to wear 
clothes like the Vietnamese. 

There also is a problem conc~!rning land righi;s. The Mountaineers believe 
they own all of the land and everything on it. This has been the cause of 
some trouble because the Vietnamese fish in the rivers and the Momlta1neers 
resent it. The Provinoe Chillf has had to send his Rhade assistant to settle 
this question. Another problem in this regard concerns granting land con­
cessions to individuals. 

The Province Chief ha.s permii;ted travelling merchants to operate 1n the 
villages. This has caused some difficulty be cause they offer the Mountaineers 
attractive articles whioh the Mountaineers cannot afford. There are~about 
thirty such merchants in Darlac province at the present time. 

The Mounta:!.neers are French l;rained and cannot speak the official language. 
As a result, the Province Chief believes that three experienced Mountaineer 
secretal'ies are worth but onll new Vietnamese secretary. He felt that 
schools and teachers to te.ach the Vj.ei;namel;le language to the Mountaineers would 
yield great dividends. 

The Province Chief feels thai; there is a pressing need to gUn greater under­
standing of the Mountaineers" This should be a primary aim in their program. 

The economic development of the province is also another very important part 
of the provincial program. A Cadastral service is badly needed and is being 
organized. There also is grtlat need for a program to teach the Mountaineers 
a better system of agriculture and how to care for their animals. 

1 
lle1ku Province. 

Regarding Mountaineers. According to the Province Chief, all of the people 
in the province are Jara!. (Actually there are Rhade, Bahnar, and other 
ethnic groups in addition to Jara!.) The Mountaineers "adore what they fear," 
and their religion is based on superstition. They move their villages con­
tinually in order to practiCE! their type of agriculture. There are limits 
to village land, but they have no papers to prove their ownership. The only 
land that is owned is that which is being cultivated. 

The Province Chief notes thai; relations between Mountaineers and Vietnamese 
are very good. They eat together, have entertainment together, and live 
together. The Mountaineers and their families participllte in Vietnamese 
dinners. Those Mountaineers working at the provincial headquarters eat in 
the homes of the Vietnamese and they attend meetings together. There are 
some remote villages where there is less understanding. 

------
IThiS Province Chief recently was killed in an auto acc:ldent. 
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Problems and Program. It is a problem to get the Mountaineers to learn the
customs of the lowland people. The Province Chief would like them to wear
clothes like the Vietnamese.

There also is a problem concerning land rights. The Mountaineers believe
they own all of the land and everything on it. This has been the cause of
some trouble because the Vietnamese fish in the rivers and the Mountaineers
resent it. The Province Chief has had to send his Rhade assistant to settle
this question. Another problem in this regard concerns granting land con-
cessions to individuals.

The Province Chief has permitted travelling merchants to operate in the
villages. This has caused some difficulty be cause they offer the Mountaineers
attractive articles which the Mountaineers cannot afford. There are about
thirty such merchants in Darlac province at the present time.

The Mountaineers are French trained and cannot speak the official language.
As a result, the Province Chief believes that three experienced Mountaineer
secretaries are worth but one new Vietnamese secretary. He felt that
schools and teachers to teach the Vietnamese language to the Mountaineers would
yield great dividends.

The Province Chief feels that there is a pressing need to gain greater under-

standing of the Mountaineers. This should be a primary aim in their program.

The economic development of the province is also another very important part
of the provincial program. A Cadastral service is badly needed and is being
organized. There also is great need for a program to teach the Mountaineers
a better system of agriculture and how to care for their animals.

1
Pleiku Province.

Regarding Mountaineers. According to the Province Chief, all of the people
in the province are Jarai. (Actually there are Rhade, Bahnar, and other
ethnic groups in addition to Jarai.) The Mountaineers "adore what they fear,
and their religion is based on superstition. They move their villages con-

tinually in order to practice their type of agriculture. There are limits
to village land, but they have no papers to prove their ownership. The only
land that is owned is that which is being cultivated.

The Province Chief notes that relations between Mountaineers and Vietnamese
are very good. They eat together, have entertainment together, and live

together. The Mountaineers and their families participate in Vietnamese
dinners. Those Mountaineers working at the provincial headquarters eat in
the homes of the Vietnamese and they attend meetings together. There are
some remote villages where there is less understanding.

1This Province Chief recently was killed in an auto accident.
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With res~ect to the arrogant attitude of Vietnamese tomlrd the Mountaineers, 
the Province Chief has personally circulated in the province and tries to 
correct it. He calls frequent meetings to discuss this problem. In addition 
he sends agents to towns and villages to counteract the Viet Cong propaganda. 

At meetings, the Mountaineers speak from the same platfc)rm ss the Vietnamese. 
The Province Chief does not drink from the jar. He can't drink their Wine. 
He just pretends to drink. He does eat their food, even if it is not sani­
tary or hygenic, 

The Province Chief feels it is necessary to attend such things as Mountaineer 
festivals in order to counsel and aid them. It serves 1;0 establish confi­
dence in the Government. 

He knew of no cases of Vietnamese stealing pigs and COWfl. Som:tlmes they may 
steal chickens, but this is illegal. The Province Chiet never hears oompla1nts 
anymore. If theft of animals should ooour, the plaintiff should go to the 
Ch1ef of the village and from there through ohannels. 

The Province Chief feels that one learns to deal with the Mountaineers only 
through one's own wisdom and experience. As Province Chief, he receives let­
ters from the Government from time to time giving instructions on how to 
treat the Mountaineers. 

The Province Chief wants the Mountaineersmen to wear pants--at least short 
ones. It would look much better. Even the soldiers wh() have learned to 
wear pants eventually return to their Villages, get rid of their pants, and 
go baok to the simple breech oloth. 

Problems and Program. Acoording to the Province Chief, the most important 
neEids of the province are the following: 

1. Develop agriculture. 
2. Develop a system of roads. 
3. Find a market for produce. 

An Khe and Chao Reo are the richest places in the province and the likeliest 
areas for economic development. There are twelve aband()ned coffee plantations 
in the province that should be reaotiviated; however, there is a laclc of 
technicians and other help. Tobacoo could be grown in muoh larger quantities. 
At present it is cultivated in small patches and there is great need for a 
cooperative to produce and market tobacco. 

Kontum Province. 

Regarding Mountaineers. Since there is no cadastral sepvice in this province, 
a Mountaineer chooses some land and cultivates it for one or two years at the 
most. The Province Chief thinks the Mountaineers are lELZY. They work four 
months of the year and their agricultural methods are vE~ry rUdimentary. One 
chooses a pieoe of land where he wishes and omens are important in this 
selection--one goes west if he sees a bird flying in that direction when he is 
selecting a fie'ld. 
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With respect to the arrogant attitude of Vietnamese toward the Mountaineers,
the Province Chief has personally circulated in the province and tries to
correct it. He calls frequent meetings to discuss this problem. In addition
he sends agents to towns and villages to counteract the Viet Cong propaganda.

At meetings, the Mountaineers speak from the same platform as the Vietnamese.
The Province Chief does not drink from the jar. He can't drink their wine.
He just pretends to drink. He does eat their food, even if it is not sani-
tary or hygenic.

The Province Chief feels it is necessary to attend such things as Mountaineer
festivals in order to counsel and aid them. It serves to establish confi-
dence in the Government.

He knew of no cases of Vietnamese stealing pigs and COWS. Sometimes they may
steal chickens, but this is illegal. The Province Chief never hears complaints
anymore. If theft of animals should occur, the plaintiff should go to the
Chief of the village and from there through channels.

The Province Chief feels that one learns to deal with the Mountaineers only
through one's own wisdom and experience. As Province Chief, he receives let-
ters from the Government from time to time giving instructions on how to
treat the Mountaineers.

The Province Chief wants the Mountaineersmen to wear pants--8 least short
ones. It would look much better. Even the soldiers who have learned to
wear pants eventually return to their villages, get rid of their pants, and

go back to the simple breech cloth.

Problems and Program. According to the Province Chief, the most important
needs of the province are the following:

1. Develop agriculture.
2. Develop a system of roads.
3. Find a market for produce.

An Khe and Cheo Reo are the richest places in the province and the likeliest
areas for economic development. There are twelve abandoned coffee plantations
in the province that should be reactiviated; however, there is a lack of
technicians and other help. Tobacco could be grown in much larger quantities.
At present it is cultivated in small patches and there is great need for a

cooperative to produce and market tobacco.

Kontum Province.

Regarding Mountaineers. Since there is no cadastral service in this province,
a Mountaineer chooses some land and cultivates it for one or two years at the

most. The Province Chief thinks the Mountaineers are lazy. They work four

months of the year and their agricultural methods are very rudimentary. One

chooses a piece of land where he wishes and omens are important in this

selection--one goes west if he sees a bird flying in that direction when he is

selecting a field.
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According to the Province Chief, whoever clears the ray is the owner. If 
someone cultivating the ray becomes ill, the field is considered bad luck and 
1s abandoned. It nevertheless remains the property of the one who cleared it. 

The wet-rice fields between Pleiku and Kontum are owned by Vietnamese who hire 
Mountaineers to work in the fields. The Mountaineers Hving near the Vietnamese 
imitate Vietnamese ways. 

The Province Chief noted that sometimes the Vietnamese buy wet-rice fields from 
the Mountaineers. The Vietnamese should always purchase the land they want 
and they can pay with gongs or buffalo. 

One outstanding problem among the Mountaineers is that t;hey often do not have 
enough to feed themselves. 'fhey want to keep their own costumes--keep their 
identity. The Province Chief pointed out that he does not want to make the 
Mountaineers into V1etnamese. He would like to eduoate them So they can 
oultivate enough land to feed themselves. 

He noted that if the Vietnamese have a superior attitude toward the Moun­
taineers, the Mountaineers will not respect them. The Province Chief makes 
periodic tours throughout the area to check thls situatl.on. 

~b~~~ Program. 'With respect to corvees, the Province Chief states 
that they pay forty piasters a day. This is supposed to be paid monthly, 
but since there is no treasury in the prOVince, the pay is usually late. 
This makes the Mountaineers unhappy and the Province Chl.ef thinks it would 
be better 1f Saigon would advance 200,000 to 300,000 piasters so that pay­
ments could be made on time. 

In order to educate the Mountaineers in better agricultural methods, the 
Province Chief feels that it would be necessary to give each family four or 
five hectares of their own choosing. They could be instructed on plowing 
methods. It would not deteriorate the land and no fertl.l1zer would be 
needed at least for ten years. Plowing would reach deeper and the land could 
be more fully utilized • 

. There is a problem in finding trained Mountaineers to fnl administrative 
positions. At present only one out of four distriots chiefs in the province 
are Mountaineers. 

There is not m).lch plantation land in Kontum prOvince beclause the terrain is too 
hilly and there is no red land. There is one place where there is the possibil1ty 
of arranging 2000 hectares of rioe fields, but at present there is insufficient 
water. . 

The Province Chief feels that there is a pOSSibility of cultivating tea, coffee, 
and pepper in the province. 

The Province Chiet is currently trying to launch B fore lit conservation program. 
Its primary objective is to instruct the Mountaineers 011 fire control so they 
will not burn more than they need when preparing the ray. He feels that it 
has not been very successful thus far. 

The most important pOints in the program for this year iLre the following: 
1. Develop popular education. 
2. Develop health and sanitation programs. 
3. Develop their cultures. 
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According to the Province Chief, whoever clears the ray is the owner. If
someone cultivating the ray becomes 111, the field is considered bad luck and
is abandoned. It nevertheless remains the property of the one who cleared it.

The wet-rice fields between Pleiku and Kontum are owned by Vietnamese who hire
Mountaineers to work in the fields. The Mountaineers living near the Vietnamese
imitate Vietnamese ways.

The Province Chief noted that sometimes the Vietnamese buy wet-rice fields from
the Mountaineers. The Vietnamese should always purchase the land they want
and they can pay with gongs or buffalo.

One outstanding problem among the Mountaineers is that they often do not have
enough to feed themselves. They want to keep their own costumes keep their
identity. The Province Chief pointed out that he does not want to make the
Mountaineers into Vietnamese. He would like to educate them so they can
cultivate enough land to feed themselves.

He noted that if the Vietnamese have a superior attitude toward the Moun-
taineers, the Mountaineers will not respect them. The Province Chief makes
periodic tours throughout the area to check this situation.

Problems and Program. With respect to corvees, the Province Chief states
that they pay forty piasters a day. This is supposed to be paid monthly,
but since there is no treasury in the province, the pay is usually late.

This makes the Mountaineers unhappy and the Province Chief thinks it would
be better if Saigon would advance 200,000 to 300,000 piasters so that pay-
ments could be made on time.

In order to educate the Mountaineers in better agricultural methods, the
Province Chief feels that it would be necessary to give each family four or
five hectares of their own choosing. They could be instructed on plowing
methods. It would not deteriorate the land and no fertilizer would be
needed at least for ten years. Plowing would reach deeper and the land could

be more fully utilized.

There is a problem in finding trained Mountaineers to fill administrative

positions. At present only one out of four districts chiefs in the province
are Mountaineers.

There is not much plantation land in Kontum province because the terrain is too

hilly and there is no red land. There is one place where there is the possibility
of arranging 2000 hectares of rice fields, but at present there is insufficient

water.

The Province Chief feels that there is a possibility of cultivating tea, coffee,
and pepper in the province.

The Province Chief is currently trying to launch a forest conservation program.
Its primary objective is to instruct the Mountaineers on fire control so they

will not burn more than they need when preparing the ray. He feels that it

has not been very successful thus far.

The most important points in the program for this year are the following:

1. Develop popular education.
2. Develop health and sanitation programs.
3. Develop their cultures.



RBCUEIL DES OOUTtIMBS RlfADBES DU DARIAC 

By L. Sabat1er 
Chapter Xl 

~29. !liking care ot the land. 

The g1rls are l1ke rice seeds; they wear vests and cover themsel vel!; they are 
the care-takers ot the vans and the riddles, and the ancestors' "back" Uand). 

The eldest aisOer must be cons1dered aa a mother, and the eldest brother-1n-law 
as a tather. 

They must take care ot the land (the property) and the woods, and 1t mango and 
bamboo trees do not blossom, becaUSe young men and g1r18 behave themselves 
badly (1nceat), the latter must be punished. 

It graases e1ther 1n the steam and taroes tade 1n the marshes; 1t torm1cat10n 
takes place between relatives ot the Bame clan, the landowner will cla1m some 
oompensa'10n from them. 

Men cannot appropriate rolls of copper wire and pumpkinll (oharges de 
c1trouillea) • 

It the aunt dies, her niece inherits; it the grandmother dies, her grand­
daughter inherits and 1t the latter dies, another w1ll inherit (the land 
and other personal goods). 

It there remains only one man or one woman, they w1l1 take care ot thll vans 
and riddles, and the ancestors' land. 

They will always preserve the land; they w111 always keeP watch on the woods; 
they will always look after the land that belongs to them. 

When the1r children grow up, they w1ll educate them; when the1r grandohildren 
grow up, they will educate them too, because the bond thet is broken should 
be retied and what is weak shOUld be strengthened. 

230. Concerning the obligation to preserve the land under all oircumstances. 

It the aunt dies, her niece succeeds her; It the grandm()ther dies, her grand­
daughter succeeds her; It the latter dies, another succeeds her. Thus, nobody 
dares to lay bands (on the land). Nobody can divide 1t in order to take pos­
sesaion ot it. 

231. The r1ghts and duties ot landowners. 

The land, water, woods, flat vans and hollow vans, the ancestors' back (ances­
tral land). 

The landowner 1s obl1ged to keep them, to watch over the "Hole," the forests, 
the trees bearing bee-hives, to prevent the mango and bamboo trees trom 
w1ther1ng, to prevent young II18n and g1rls from being gullty (ot incest) be­
cause ot bad behav10r. 

It he d~·~' .... h au ,.---h1I..,1.o11... _.raut uk tbt village ohief 
fot;' "1""' 
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RECUEIL DES COUTUMES RHADEES DU DARLAC

By L. Sabatier
Chapter XI

229, Taking care of the land.

The girls are like rice seeds; they wear vests and cover themselves; they are
the care-takers of the vans and the riddles, and the ancestors "back" (land).

The eldest sister must be considered as a mother, and the eldest brother-in-law
as a father.

They must take care of the land (the property) and the woods, and if mango and
bamboo trees do not blossom, because young men and girls behave themselves
badly (incest), the latter must be punished.

If grasses either in the steam and taroes fade in the marshes; if formication
takes place between relatives of the same clan, the landowner will claim some
compensation from them.

Men cannot appropriate rolls of copper wire and pumpkins (charges de
citrouilles).

If the aunt dies, her niece inherits; 1f the grandmother dies, her grand-
daughter inherits and if the latter dies, another will inherit (the land
and other personal goods).

If there remains only one man or one woman, they will take care of the vans
and riddles, and the ancestors land.

They will always preserve the land; they will always keep watch on the woods;
they will always look after the land that belongs to them.

When their children grow up, they will educate them; when their grandchildren
grow up, they will educate them too, because the bond that is broken should
be retied and what is weak should be strengthened.

230. Concerning the obligation to preserve the land under all circumstances.

If the aunt dies, her niece succeeds her; If the grandmother dies, her grand-
daughter succeeds her; If the latter dies, another succeeds her. Thus, nobody
dares to lay hands (on the land). Nobody can divide it in order to take pos-
session of it.

231. The rights and duties of landowners.

The land, water, woods, flat vans and hollow vans, the ancestors back (ances-
tral land).

The landowner is obliged to keep them, to watch over the "Hole," the forests,
the trees bearing bee-hives, to prevent the mango and bamboo trees from

withering, to prevent young men and girls from being guilty (of incest) be-

cause of bad behavior.

his job. no must ask the village chiefIf he doesn+
for advice.
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If too much watercress withers in streams, too many taro dry up in marshes, 
it is because young men and girls related by blood, or brothers and Sisters 
of the same parents have practioed inoest. 

The guility people are oondemned by the village chief to pay a oompensation 
fine of a pig or a ohioken. 

If they behave badly, they are fined by the village chief. 

They will provide a pig and a Jar of alcohol to purify the land and the woods. 

The woman and man who are known, will have to furnish a pig. 

The woman gives it to the landowner, the man to the village ohief. 

But if they are unfairly oharged by the village ohief, the latter has to give 
them two male elephants or three female elephants beoause he has wronged them, 
and the question only oonoerns the wronged people and the village ohief; the 
landOlmer 1s not involved. 

232. ConCerning the rights of the landowner (Po land). 

All landowners who have ohildren or grandohildren must teaoh them the follow­
ing: 

They must not climb on trees bearing bee-hives, beoause doing so is as serious 
a sin as cutting off the tail of an elephant, or breaking the tax bowl, or 
sleeping with a rioh man's wife or one's brother's Wife. 

There would be a punishment for that sin. 

Therefore, one must not climb on trees bearing bee~hives; it is forbidden 
and it is a sin. 

On the oontrary, burning 1s authorized, so is fishing in the rivers. 

One may gather honey on shrubs and in bushes. 

One may take reeds, straw, bamboo for building houses without paying anything. 

But it the "po Ian" (landowner) cannot transport his wood, one must help him; 
if he cannot carry water, one must help him; if he cannot build his house, 
one must help him; if he is siok, one must visit him. 

When he is al1ve, one must invite him to drink; if he dies, one must help in 
his burial; one must never abandon him. 

All people must listen to the above with the same ear, must speak of it in 
the same manner; all people must agree upon it (reoognition of the rights 
of the po Ian). 

All young brothers (of sparrow-hawks), village elders, nephews and nieoes, 
all the neighboring inhabitants, all must remember the above. 
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If too much watercress withers in streams, too many taro dry up in marshes,
it is because young men and girls related by blood, or brothers and sisters
of the same parents have practiced incest.

The guility people are condemned by the village chief to pay a compensation
fine of a pig or a chicken.

If they behave badly, they are fined by the village chief.

They will provide a pig and a jar of alcohol to purify the land and the woods.

The woman and man who are known, will have to furnish a pig.

The woman gives it to the landowner, the man to the village chief.

But if they are unfairly charged by the village chief, the latter has to give
them two male elephants or three female elephants because he has wronged them,
and the question only concerns the wronged people and the village chief; the
landowner is not involved.

232. Concerning the rights of the landowner (Po land).

All landowners who have children or grandchildren must teach them the follow-
ing:

They must not climb on trees bearing bee-hives, because doing so 1s 6.8 serious
a sin as cutting off the tail of an elephant, or breaking the tax bowl, or
sleeping with a rich man's wife or one's brother's wife.

There would be a punishment for that sin.

Therefore, one must not climb on trees bearing bee-hives; it is forbidden
and it is a sin.

On the contrary, burning is authorized, so is fishing in the rivers.

One may gather honey on shrubs and in bushes.

One may take reeds, straw, bamboo for building houses without paying anything.

But if the "po lan" (landowner) cannot transport his wood, one must help him;
if he cannot carry water, one must help him; if he cannot build his house,
one must help him; if he is sick, one must visit him.

When he is alive, one must invite him to drink; if he dies, one must help in
his burial; one must never abandon him.

All people must listen to the above with the same ear, must speak of it in
the same manner; all people must agree upon it (recognition of the rights
of the po lan).

All young brothers (of sparrow-hawks), village elders, nephews and nieces,
all the neighboring inhabitants, all must remember the above.
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233. Concerning the obligation of the "po Ian" to visit his lands. 

The "po Ian" must visit the big round van, the oval van, the ancestors' back 
(the land). 

He must visit them so that the land be green all the time, the water be limpid, 
the banana trees and sugar trees always grow well. 

The land must never be like a horse without a master, like oxen without a 
guard. 

Since the time of the ancestors, Since the olden times, custom has required 
the "po Ian" to visit his land at least once every seven years. 

234. Injuries to the land. 

The. land, water, woods: nobody can lay hands on them; nobody can appropriate 
them. 

They are the property of the po lans who cannot part from them •. 

235. Of the monopolization of the land. 

He who lays hands on the land and water, who appropriates the land of the 
rich. 

He who appropriates forests and land, grazing lands of rhinoceros and elephants. 

He who fears nobody, who dares disobey (the laws), who crosses the highest 
mountain, is a gUility man and there will be difficulties between the po 
Ian and him. 

236. Of the visit to propert~. 

One must visit the round van, the oval van, the ancestors' land to see 
whether the land is green all the time, the water is clear, the banana trees 
and sugar trees grow well. 

Every seven years, during the dry season, custom requires that the po Ian 
visits his lands and woods. 

That he goes to see the exit "Hole" which he has to take care of, the forests 
located in his property, the trees of which he is the owner. 

For fear the others may attempt to appropriate the land and the water and the 
property belonging to the rich. 

But nobody dares to do so if someone is always watching over the "Hole," 
visiting the land and the woods and taking care of the trees. 

For that reason, the land left by ancestors since olden times must always be 
watched so that the rich may not appropriate them. 
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233. Concerning the obligation of the "po lan" to visit his lands.

The "po lan" must visit the big round van, the oval van, the ancestors' back
(the land).

He must visit them so that the land be green all the time, the water be limpid,
the banana trees and sugar trees always grow well.

The land must never be like a horse without a master, like oxen without a

guard.

Since the time of the ancestors, since the olden times, custom has required
the "po lan" to visit his land at least once every seven years.

234. Injuries to the land.

The land, water, woods: nobody can lay hands on them; nobody can appropriate
them.

They are the property of the po lans who cannot part from them.

235. Of the monopolization of the land.

He who lays hands on the land and water, who appropriates the land of the
rich.

He who appropriates forests and land, grazing lands of rhinoceros and elephants.

He who fears nobody, who dares disobey (the laws), who crosses the highest
mountain, is a guility man and there will be difficulties between the po
lan and him.

236. Of the visit to properties.

One must visit the round van, the oval van, the ancestors land to see
whether the land is green all the time, the water is clear, the banana trees
and sugar trees grow well.

Every seven years, during the dry season, custom requires that the po lan
visits his lands and woods.

That he goes to see the exit "Hole" which he has to take care of, the forests
located in his property, the trees of which he is the owner.

For fear the others may attempt to appropriate the land and the water and the

property belonging to the rich.

But nobody dares to do so if someone is always watching over the "Hole,"

visiting the land and the woods and taking care of the trees.

For that reason, the land left by ancestors since olden times must always be
watched so that the rich may not appropriate them.
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If the aunt dies, her niece must be taught; if the grandmother dies, her 
grand-daughter must be taught; if a person dies, another' must be taught, 
about how to maintain the integrity of the land, so that nobody can lay hands 
on it. 

For that, all the sparrow-hal1k's brothers, village elder's, nephews and nieces, 
must offer to the proprietor of the land, once every seven years, one a small 
basket of rice, others a big basket of paddy, so that all the younger brothers 
of sparrow-hawks, village elders, nephews and nieces be in good health, so that 
the land be green all the time, the water be limpid, the banana trees and 
sugar trees grow well, so that the rice plants be strong and able to bear well. 

This has been known since the time of our ancestors; nobody could know it 
before them, and it has been a custom ever Since. 
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If the aunt dies, her niece must be taught; if the grandmother dies, her
grand-daughter must be taught; if a person dies, another must be taught,
about how to maintain the integrity of the land, so that nobody can lay hands
on it.

For that, all the sparrow-hawk's brothers, village elders, nephews and nieces,
must offer to the proprietor of the land, once every seven years, one a small
basket of rice, others a big basket of paddy, so that all the younger brothers
of sparrow-hawks, village elders, nephews and nieces be in good health, so that
the land be green all the time, the water be limpid, the banana trees and
sugar trees grow well, so that the rice plants be strong and able to bear well.

This has been known since the time of our ancestors; nobody could know it
before them, and it has been a custom ever since.
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CO~rUMIER DE LA TRIBU BAHNAR DES SEDANG ET DES JARAI 
DE LA PROVINCE DE IWNTUM 

by Paul Guilleminet 

(VOLUME II) 

Translation of Articles 71 to 76 inclus1,ve. 

Article 71 

The Territory. 

Princ1.ples 

I. The lands, the waters, and the forest constitute the 'terr:!.tory which is 
totally shared between groups of villages: the toring. 

II. The jnhabitants of each toring have the exclusive right to use that 
territo~J, but cannot forbid, at any time or in any way, the free movement 
of all people by any ways and means. The moat they can do, in certain precise 
cases, l.s to restrict and to direct it (Article 26, I, 8). 

III. ,Each toring, each village may manage its own property, transfer its use to 
others, give it away under definite conditions, and refer to the law if neces­
sary. 

Comments -----
The to ring me:,.1tioned in note 1 of the preamble, page 18, share between them­
selves all the land of the area. In the Kontum province, there ~.a no un­
appropriated lend nor even any unappropa:>iated portion of .·~.ver. The rights 
of usage of them are fixed; whoever does not belong to a toring may purchase 
aome land belonging to »he inhabitants of the toring but ~re not authorized 
to live on it. Since the arrival of the French Administr!ltion, i,he ~:!.tuation 
has become complicated because of the fact that the admin~stration has some 
rights defined in Article 35 and 72. 

x 
x x 

The torl,ng authoriUes have not the right to stop traffic on the territory, 
they must direct or control it in case there exists an epidemic or epirootic 
disease and may temporarily divert it in case of interdiction, on condition 
that the interdiction will not apply to agents and officiRls on duty. 

An agent or an official who infringes an interdiction would fall within the 
purview of article 20, III, and would not be protected by paragraphs I and II 
of said article (unless said person had some imperative reason) without his 
being on duty. 

x 
X .. 

" 
A recent regu1ation requires the intervention of the Administration in all 
sales of land to the Vietnamese. The sale is valid only if the certificate of 
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COUTUMIER DE LA TRIBU BAHNAR DES SEDANG ET DES JARAI
DE LA PROVINCE DE KONTUM

by Paul Guilleminet

(VOLUME II)

Translation of Articles 71 to 76 inclusive.

Article 71

The Territory.

Principles

I. The lands, the waters, and the forest constitute the territory which is
totally shared between groups of villages: the toring.

II. The inhabitants of each toring have the exclusive right to use that
territory, but cannot forbid, at any time or in any way, the free movement
of all people by any ways and means. The most they can do, in certain precise
cases, is to restrict and to direct it (Article 26, I, 8)

III. Each toring, each village may manage its own property, transfer its use to
others, give it away under definite conditions, and refer to the law if neces-

sary.

Comments

The toring mentioned in note 1 of the preamble, page 18, share between them-
selves all the land of the area. In the Kontum province, there is no un-

appropriated land nor even any unappropriated portion of river. The rights
of usage of them are fixed; whoever does not belong to a toring may purchase
some land belonging to the inhabitants of the toring but are not authorized
to live on it. Since the arrival of the French Administration, the situation
has become complicated because of the fact that the administration has some

rights defined in Article 35 and 72.

The toring authorities have not the right to stop traffic on the territory,
they must direct or control it in case there exists an epidemic or epizootic
disease and may temporarily divert it in case of interdiction, on condition
that the interdiction will not apply to agents and officials on duty.

An agent or an official who infringes an interdiction would fall within the
purview of article 20, III, and would not be protected by paragraphs I and II
of said article (unless said person had some imperative reason) without his
being on duty.

A recent regulation requires the intervention of the Administration in all
sales of land to the Vietnamese. The sale is valid only if the certificate of
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sale (which must be established) is certified by the Residency; however the 
Residency may oppose any sales of land. These regulations are designed to 
prevent the Mountaineers, who are oftentimes improvident, from being deprived 
of their cultivated lands by selling them to the V1etnamese,for an immediate 
profit. The latter may also clear lands in accordance with conditions stated 
in Article 72, but generally they do not want to do so B.nd prefer buying 
fields already oleared by others. 

During these last few years some villages have intervened either for the pur­
pose of building dispensaries, schools or churches, or f'or setting up rice 
','eserve stoclrs (commentaries on article 95). 

In the fir3t ce.se, it is not yet expressly kn.own who is the px'oprieto::' of the 
bUildings, i!l t.he second cuse the anc1ents are considered aR mallagcr~ of 
thp.se s·tocks which remain ·the propex'ty of each of those 11ho havp. contl:'ibuted 
to their eRtablishment. Such is the or,se since 1935 in Polei :.30l'!g ~i'Jhr village 
in which three anci,mts fill the pcs~.t.1.on of managers in the nEtme of t.he in­
h!ibitants .ho have established the stocl{ (end are indivl.dnally ':nown), but 
not in the r..aue of '~he village proprietors as a whole (c:ommenta:'ien on article 
95). In fact, 'vI;~en J.t is saldthat sunil ;Jortion of the terr::.tol'y "belongs" 
to suon a vil1q:;e, an u(,ual but ~.naccUl:ate term hac been used; .Ie raus); say 
that SI.l0h portion of the territol'y is indiscriminately placed at thE> Iil.S­
position of a!:y inhabitant of such vHlage and not of other vilJ.ages. 

The group exists constituting "I village, but tile villagE! is not propel'ly 
speaking a COl.'porate body possessing property and the rj.ght to dispose of 1t 
freely. The [~b.::ve fact reveals itself when the village (or better,the group) 
makes offerings, for instance wt,en a parish house is bu:U t. Ia such case, each 
one subscribe::; to a common fund, beca:tse the village hal! no animals to kill 
nor cr0ps to sell. 

ArUcle 72 

Some cases where the Administration may 

occupy land or private property. 

I. The Administration is the eminent propr1etor of all terr1tories a::,d 
estates wh1ch are not the object of ind1vidual private pJ:'operty. (Ar'~icle 35, 
77, II!; cas a 3451. 

II. Consequently, the ad'llin1stra'';ion can mat'k 011 objectl3; when necesi5'l.ry, it 
can appropriate soma plots of land in the territory, oC<)l\PY ·them or $.uthori?e 
others to occupy them, temporarily or not, create servitv.des there, even if com­
pensations should be paid to the r1ghtful owners in the followil.g cases: 

1/ these plots are private propert1es, are actually used or developed 
by a!l individual or a group; 

2/ there exist some harvest. 0:>' pJ.anted trees thereon. 

III. The positions of the Administration before the court is defined in Article 13. 

" 2 

sale (which must be established) is certified by the Residency; however the 
Residency may oppose any sales of land. These regulations are designed to 
prevent the Mountaineers, who are oftentimes improvident, from being deprived 
of their cultivated lands by selling them to the V1etnamese,for an immediate 
profit. The latter may also clear lands in accordance with conditions stated 
in Article 72, but generally they do not want to do so B.nd prefer buying 
fields already oleared by others. 

During these last few years some villages have intervened either for the pur­
pose of building dispensaries, schools or churches, or f'or setting up rice 
','eserve stoclrs (commentaries on article 95). 

In the fir3t ce.se, it is not yet expressly kn.own who is the px'oprieto::' of the 
bUildings, i!l t.he second cuse the anc1ents are considered aR mallagcr~ of 
thp.se s·tocks which remain ·the propex'ty of each of those 11ho havp. contl:'ibuted 
to their eRtablishment. Such is the or,se since 1935 in Polei :.30l'!g ~i'Jhr village 
in which three anci,mts fill the pcs~.t.1.on of managers in the nEtme of t.he in­
h!ibitants .ho have established the stocl{ (end are indivl.dnally ':nown), but 
not in the r..aue of '~he village proprietors as a whole (c:ommenta:'ien on article 
95). In fact, 'vI;~en J.t is saldthat sunil ;Jortion of the terr::.tol'y "belongs" 
to suon a vil1q:;e, an u(,ual but ~.naccUl:ate term hac been used; .Ie raus); say 
that SI.l0h portion of the territol'y is indiscriminately placed at thE> Iil.S­
position of a!:y inhabitant of such vHlage and not of other vilJ.ages. 

The group exists constituting "I village, but tile villagE! is not propel'ly 
speaking a COl.'porate body possessing property and the rj.ght to dispose of 1t 
freely. The [~b.::ve fact reveals itself when the village (or better,the group) 
makes offerings, for instance wt,en a parish house is bu:U t. Ia such case, each 
one subscribe::; to a common fund, beca:tse the village hal! no animals to kill 
nor cr0ps to sell. 

ArUcle 72 

Some cases where the Administration may 

occupy land or private property. 

I. The Administration is the eminent propr1etor of all terr1tories a::,d 
estates wh1ch are not the object of ind1vidual private pJ:'operty. (Ar'~icle 35, 
77, II!; cas a 3451. 

II. Consequently, the ad'llin1stra'';ion can mat'k 011 objectl3; when necesi5'l.ry, it 
can appropriate soma plots of land in the territory, oC<)l\PY ·them or $.uthori?e 
others to occupy them, temporarily or not, create servitv.des there, even if com­
pensations should be paid to the r1ghtful owners in the followil.g cases: 

1/ these plots are private propert1es, are actually used or developed 
by a!l individual or a group; 

2/ there exist some harvest. 0:>' pJ.anted trees thereon. 

III. The positions of the Administration before the court is defined in Article 13. 
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sale (which must be established) is certified by the Residency; however the

Residency may oppose any sales of land. These regulations are designed to

prevent the Mountaineers, who are oftentimes improvident, from being deprived
of their cultivated lands by selling them to the Vietnamese for an immediate

profit. The latter may also clear lands in accordance with conditions stated
in Article 72, but generally they do not want to do so and prefer buying
fields already cleared by others.

During these last few years some villages have intervened either for the pur-

pose of building dispensaries, schools or churches, or for setting up rice
reserve stocks (commentaries on article 95).

In the first case, it is not yet expressly known who is the proprietor of the

buildings, in the second case the ancients are considered as managers of

these stocks which remain the property of each of those who have contributed
to their establishment. Such is the case since 1935 in Polei Bong Mohr village
in which three ancients fill the position of managers in the name of the in-

habitants who have established the stock (and are individually known), but

not in the name of the village proprietors as a whole (commenta: ies on article

95). In fact, when it is said that such portion of the territory "belongs"
to such a village, an usual but inaccurate term has been used; we must say
that such portion of the territory is indiscriminately placed at the dis-

position of any inhabitant of such village and not of other villages.

The group exists constituting a village, but the village is not properly

speaking a corporate body possessing property and the right to dispose of it

freely. The above fact reveals itself when the village (or better, the group)
makes offerings, for instance when a parish house is built. In such case, each

one subscribes to a common fund, because the village has no animals to kill

nor crops to sell.

Article 72

Some cases where the Administration may

occupy land or private property.

Principle.

I. The Administration is the eminent proprietor of all territories and

estates which are not the object of individual private property. (Article 35,

77, III; case 345).

II. Consequently, the administration can mark on objects; when necessary, it

can appropriate some plots of land in the territory, occupy them or authorize

others to occupy them, temporarily or not, create servitudes there, even if com-

pensations should be paid to the rightful owners in the following cases:

1/ these plots are private properties, are actually used or developed

by an individual or a group;

2/ there exist some harvest or planted trees thereon.

III. The positions of the Administration before the court is defined in Article 13.
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Comments. 

From the Mountaineers' standpoint the juridical position of the French Adminis­
tration is exposed in Article 13 and the land situation if I as follows: 

The Administration has the right to use: 

For a common interest or for serving a general interest. 

1/ vacant estates and unoccupied lands, Hith no compensation to be paid. 

2/ occupied lands and land belonging to individual properties, with 
payment of some compensation. 

The Administration is concerned 1n any of the followj.ng cases: 

1/ A road is to be built and necessary lands must be taken; 

2/ A house 1s to be bunt (for instance a watching post for the Inc'.o­
Chinese GuaI'd~ awl. the traffic in a given &.~'ea must be restricted 
or forbidden; 

3/ When it cuts forest-trees for its own need; 

4/ It decides fOl.'est rese.'·ves; 

5/ It fixes the amits of the territory of a concess.ionaire or of 
Vietnamese settlers; 

6/ It issues felling-licences; 

7/ It authorizes Vietnamese hunters and fishers to settle themselves 
in some places. 

I 
It was in the year 1910 that Resident Guenot made the Bahma:..' accp.pt tte 
territorial notion under the following oircumst~nces: 

, , 
He has used a fallow ground belonging to the toring of Polei Tonia as a sheep­
fold. A man by the name of Den claimed it back. Before the village e.ncients 
Gu&not made Den recognize that neither the latter nor his ancestors had ever 
cultivated that land, that the Administration should be considered as having 
everywhere the rights recognized as belonging to each inhabitant of a taring 
and consequently it can, without indemnifying anybody: 

1/ First, occupy a plot of land, then become its proprietor through 
permanent occupation. 

2/ Use its rights to felling trees and other rights in the seme way 
as others. 

Besides, the Administration, in the general interest, would be able to dispose 
of lands already occupied or possessed by others, by paying compensation to 
people it might damage. 
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Comments.

From the Mountaineers standpoint the juridical position of the French Adminis-
tration is exposed in Article 13 and the land situation is as follows:

The Administration has the right to use:

For a common interest or for serving a general interest.

1/ vacant estates and unoccupied lands, with no compensation to be paid.

2/ occupied lands and land belonging to individual properties, with
payment of some compensation.

The Administration is concerned in any of the following cases:

1/ A road is to be built and necessary lands must be taken;

2/ A house 1s to be built (for instance a watching post for the Indo-
Chinese Guard) and the traffic in a given area must be restricted
or forbidden;

3/ When it cuts forest-trees for its own need;

4/ It decides forest reserves;

5/ It fixes the limits of the territory of a concessionaire or of
Vietnamese settlers;

6/ It issues felling-licences;

7/ It authorizes Vietnamese hunters and fishers to settle themselves
in some places.

It was in the year 1910 that Resident Guenot made the Bahmar accept the
territorial notion under the following circumstances:

He has used a fallow ground belonging to the toring of Pólei Tonia as a sheep-
fold. A man by the name of Den claimed it back. Before the village ancients
Guenot made Den recognize that neither the latter nor his ancestors had ever
cultivated that land, that the Administration should be considered as having
everywhere the rights recognized as belonging to each inhabitant of a toring
and consequently it can, without indemnifying anybody:

1/ First, occupy a plot of land, then become its proprietor through
permanent occupation.

2/ Use its rights to felling trees and other rights in the same way
as others.

Besides, the Administration, in the general interest, would be able to dispose
of lands already occupied or possessed by others, by paying compensation to

people it might damage.
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But nothing may justify (naturally from the Mountaineers' point of view) the 
installation of French or Vietnamese cOlonists, the issuance of felling­
licences to private people nor the installations of hunters and fishers in 
the conditions where that has been done. 

If the Mountaineers have been in fact obliged to give way, and if they have 
accepted this situation because they could not do otherwise, it is interesting 
to examine the objection they present: 

a) They realize the fact that the Admj,nistration needs trees and takes 
thenl, but the villages near Kontum through which run broad roads 
suffer from the fact that many Hcences have been issued to Viet­
na:nese :Cor :Celling tref:ls in thp.ir territory, to such a point that 
they run the risk "of soon no longer having any wood to make 't;l~el7.' 
coffins." 

b) They realize t~e fact that the Administration makes :Corest reserves, 
but while small mU,lerous and scattered reserves do not incommode 
them, a vast !,cq,,:,ve 1'I2.y prevent certain villages from earnill,3 their 
Jiving, becs';:;o i"n',re exist resouroes th~y can obtain only in t~air 
own toring whl.cl. if; however completely covered or almost entirely 
covered by the res"rv~, 

c) They permit the installation of some ooncessions, while making the 
same objection to the~ as above, and they wondur why the holders of 
these concesr.ior's '~ho do not enclose them (ccmr'ary to Article 75), 
forbid their ca~tl" t;> go therein du.r~cng the :Jonths of migration 
(comments on A!'~ic::'e (5); 

d) They aocept the foreign hunter who clears away :Cor them wild beasts, 
who kills red deer and wild boars which destroy his orops, and who, 
oftentimes affords them meat from those beasts; but they believe 
that fishers (oase 403), may deprive them of one of thej.r principal 
resources at a Dloment when they sense the need to preserve them 
(oase 402), 

These are not foolish arguments and are worth being oonsldered by either the 
Administration or by the tribunals whioh happen to study cases in the 
Mountaineers' region. Murders have been oommitted, fires have been started in 
plantations, vengeances have been executed b~ some Mountain people; they had 
tried in vain to make people understood what they believed to be their fair 
rights, while the interested persons turned deaf ears or proved themselves 
to be in-experienced people. They had not even been able to arrive at a 
oompromise (whioh they would aocept, as indioated in case No. 403) with those 
who appeared to them as having violated their oustoms with the agreement of 
the Administrative authority. 

The installation of the French authority in !Contum is toel reoent for the in­
habitants to have understood tlE significanoe of thG regulations, the appli­
oation of which upsets their notions of right. 

HOlfever, the regulations may be modified, at least temporarily, to suit the 
present situation, because the Mountaineers, more oapablE' of comprehension 
than we imagine, realize the reasons for which such or such a measure has 
been taken by us. For instanoe, in order to satisfy them about the forest 
problem, it would be suffioient that the felling of tree!1 be done on the 
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But nothing may justify (naturally from the Mountaineers point of view) the
installation of French or Vietnamese colonists, the issuance of felling-
licences to private people nor the installations of hunters and fishers in
the conditions where that has been done.

If the Mountaineers have been in fact obliged to give way, and if they have
accepted this situation because they could not do otherwise, it is interesting
to examine the objection they present:

a) They realize the fact that the Administration needs trees and takes
them, but the villages near Kontum through which run broad roads
suffer from the fact that many licences have been issued to Viet-
namese for felling trees in their territory, to such a point that
they run the risk "of soon no longer having any wood to make their
coffins.

b) They realize the fact that the Administration makes forest reserves,
but while small numerous and scattered reserves do not incommode
them, a vast receive may prevent certain villages from earning their

living, because there exist resources they can obtain only in their
own toring which is however completely covered or almost entirely
covered by the reserve,

c) They permit the installation of some concessions, while making the
same objection to them as above, and they wonder why the holders of
these concessions who do not enclose them (centrary to Article 75),
forbid their cattie to go therein during the months of migration
(comments on Article 75)

d) They accept the foreign hunter who clears away for them wild beasts,
who kills red deer and wild boars which destroy his crops, and who,
oftentimes affords them meat from those beasts; but they believe
that fishers (case 403), may deprive them of one of their principal
resources at a moment when they sense the need to preserve them

(case 402).

These are not foolish arguments and are worth being considered by either the

Administration or by the tribunals which happen to study cases in the
Mountaineers region. Murders have been committed, fires have been started in

plantations, vengeances have been executed by some Mountain people; they had
tried in vain to make people understood what they believed to be their fair

rights, while the interested persons turned deaf ears or proved themselves
to be in-experienced people. They had not even been able to arrive at a

compromise (which they would accept, as indicated in case No. 403) with those
who appeared to them as having violated their customs with the agreement of

the Administrative authority.

The installation of the French authority in Kontum is too recent for the in-

habitants to have understood the significance of the regulations, the appli-
cation of which upsets their notions of right.

However, the regulations may be modified, at least temporarily, to suit the

present situation, because the Mountaineers, more capable of comprehension
than we imagine, realize the reasons for which such or such a measure has

been taken by us. For instance, in order to satisfy them about the forest

problem, it would be sufficient that the felling of trees be done on the
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territories of many different 
made in 11eu of a single vast 

5 
villages, and that many smull forest ref!erves be 
reserve. 

Compe.ri!2B!1, . 

Captain Huard gives this curious and interesting detail relating to the Muong: 
"Dur1ngthe construction of the tract North of the central Plateau wM.ch l~ould 
cross the communal :field, the hcstility of one village CE!8Sed after an offering 
to the sp1rit of the paddy had been oelebrated at the expense of the Adminis­
tration. " 

About clearing lands. 

Principle. 

1. Anyone may olear 1e.no. on br',~ territory of his own toring. 'rhe clearing 
must be made on vaoant land Wh::'~;1 is not already clearea, nor can it encroach 
upon a clearing, especially a tapering encroachment; the f1eld must be used 
according to the local customs. NO charge is to be paid to the village or the 
toring when clear1ng land. What follows the clear1ng operations is given in 
comments below (See also the comments on Article 35). 

II. The clearing area must be ma.rked by signals of f')ccujlBtion, even it it is 
enclosed; it 1s possible to set craps there only in accordance with conditions 
provided 1n Art1cle 75. 

III. An unmarked and uncared for land, abandoned after one or several culti­
vations and where bushes have grown again, is a "tsar" which anyone may occupy. 

Comments. 

Any member of a toring may clear lands of his toring, nobody else may do it 
(commentaries on Article 70), a track is chosen, then occl'lIpying signals are 
laid; from that moment the field is occupied, even before any work is started 
thereon. The trees are felled, lopped and left there until the wood dries up. 

Fire can only be started on the felled trees according to the method of the 
village ancients (in March), and precautions stated in commentar1es on 
Article 35 must be taken. The old custom wants to avoid tiring the felled 
trees too soon, before the end of the rainy season. In suoh case, not only 
the woods of the impatient one would not burn completely 'but 1t 1s also pos­
sible that the fire would extend on h1s neighbor's woods and burn them in­
completely thus making it impossible to burn them well la·ter. 

In fact, such a case never appeared before the trib\Jnal, but the ancients, 
questioned on the matter, have agreed that if an individual, starting the fire 
to his trees too soon, damages the neighbouring areas, he could be sued in ac­
cordance with Article 36. 

As soon as sowing 1s finished (in April, May), enclosures, stakes, traps may 
be placed and then the cattle must be specially taken carl! of, (to prevent 
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territories of many different villages, and that many small forest reserves be
made in lieu of a single vast reserve.

Comparisons.

Captain Huard gives this curious and interesting detail relating to the Mnong:
"During the construction of the tract North of the central Plateau which would
cross the communal field, the hostility of one village ceased after an offering
to the spirit of the paddy had been celebrated at the expense of the Adminis-
tration. "

Article 73

About clearing lands.

Principle.

I. Anyone may clear iano on the territory of his own toring. The clearing
must be made on vacant land which is not already cleared, nor can it encroach
upon a clearing, especially a tapering encroachment; the field must be used
according to the local customs. No charge is to be paid to the village or the
toring when clearing land. What follows the clearing operations is given in
comments below (See also the comments on Article 35).

II. The clearing area must be mariced by signals of occupation, even if it is
enclosed; it 18 possible to set traps there only in accordance with conditions
provided in Article 75.

III. An unmarked and uncared for land, abandoned after one or several culti-
vations and where bushes have grown again, is a "tsar" which anyone may occupy.

Comments.

Any member of a toring may clear lands of his toring, nobody else may do it
(commentaries on Article 70), a track is chosen, then occupying signals are
laid; from that moment the field is occupied, even before any work is started
thereon. The trees are felled, lopped and left there until the wood dries up.

Fire can only be started on the felled trees according to the method of the
village ancients (in March), and precautions stated in commentaries on
Article 35 must be taken. The old custom wants to avoid firing the felled
trees too soon, before the end of the rainy season. In such case, not only
the woods of the impatient one would not burn completely but it is also pos-
sible that the fire would extend on his neighbor's woods and burn them in-
completely thus making it impossible to burn them well later.

In fact, such a case never appeared before the tribunal, but the ancients,
questioned on the matter, have agreed that if an individual, starting the fire
to his trees too soon, damages the neighbouring areas, he could be sued in ac-
cordance with Article 36.

As soon as sowing is finished (in April, May), enclosures, stakes, traps may
be placed and then the cattle must be specially taken care of, (to prevent
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them from damaglng the seed). (Artlcle 79, III, 1) 

x 
=: x 

vlhosoever has occupled a fleld has a pre-emption right on that fleld the 
next year, then the following yes:> (the field is then a EliI' puh klon~) and 
the 3rd yee.r also (the t':I.eld becomes n ;all" ful). Only a';; the end of five 
years (except ln the case of improveme:ntirorks" spoken ot: in Artlcle 74), does 
this occupied field become a property. 

It may happen that a field 1s temporar!)_)! abandoned durlng some short period 
of time (such case i3 ne-rerthel"ss ra1's) then is occupied again, the rJ,ghts 
of the ocoupying person a~e not consi~ered as prescribed. It will not ~e so 
however, if bushes have grown again, if the field has beGome fallOW a~,ain, 
and if ln order to cultlvate it the Whole series of cleaJ~1ng operat10ns 1s 
again needed. The first occupler is then oonsidered as having abandoned his 
r1ghts to that field. 

x 
x X 

In paragraph Iof Article 73, ~!" find enumerated the cMdltions regulat1ng 
contiguouS fields. A field must not be "offensive" from the rltual point of 
view. But no arrangement has been made to separate two Clontiguous fields by 
a strip of land and therefore, thls 1s the cause of numerous law-sults, either 
because of encroachment of land, or because there exist ()nly one barrler between 
ne1ghbouring fields, and it is difficult to know who is 1;he landowner who has 
neglected taking care of it. 

Compariaons. 
I For the Rhade, lands are the properties of families (customs 229 to 236), they 

are bound. Families lease them. 

The situation therefore varies greatly in the Mounta1neers'oountry. 

1/ (Comparisons of Article 72): villages (or more truly groups) 
cultivate land; 

2/ Families (or groups) farm land and lease plots of it to others. 
Such is the case in Darlao and in some regions of High Donnai 
(comparisons of Artiole 71). 

3/ Individuals oultivate (such is the case in Kontllm) without paying 
rent to anyone. 

Elsewhere, the cultivated lands are the foUol1ing: 

1/ They may be simply occupiled by the one who cult:lvates them; 

2/ They may be owned by long usage, by purchase having it allotted. 

I have not enough details about what happens outside of Kontum to be able to 
speak more on this matter. 

6 

them from damaglng the seed). (Artlcle 79, III, 1) 

x 
=: x 

vlhosoever has occupled a fleld has a pre-emption right on that fleld the 
next year, then the following yes:> (the field is then a EliI' puh klon~) and 
the 3rd yee.r also (the t':I.eld becomes n ;all" ful). Only a';; the end of five 
years (except ln the case of improveme:ntirorks" spoken ot: in Artlcle 74), does 
this occupied field become a property. 

It may happen that a field 1s temporar!)_)! abandoned durlng some short period 
of time (such case i3 ne-rerthel"ss ra1's) then is occupied again, the rJ,ghts 
of the ocoupying person a~e not consi~ered as prescribed. It will not ~e so 
however, if bushes have grown again, if the field has beGome fallOW a~,ain, 
and if ln order to cultlvate it the Whole series of cleaJ~1ng operat10ns 1s 
again needed. The first occupler is then oonsidered as having abandoned his 
r1ghts to that field. 

x 
x X 

In paragraph Iof Article 73, ~!" find enumerated the cMdltions regulat1ng 
contiguouS fields. A field must not be "offensive" from the rltual point of 
view. But no arrangement has been made to separate two Clontiguous fields by 
a strip of land and therefore, thls 1s the cause of numerous law-sults, either 
because of encroachment of land, or because there exist ()nly one barrler between 
ne1ghbouring fields, and it is difficult to know who is 1;he landowner who has 
neglected taking care of it. 

Compariaons. 
I For the Rhade, lands are the properties of families (customs 229 to 236), they 

are bound. Families lease them. 

The situation therefore varies greatly in the Mounta1neers'oountry. 

1/ (Comparisons of Article 72): villages (or more truly groups) 
cultivate land; 

2/ Families (or groups) farm land and lease plots of it to others. 
Such is the case in Darlao and in some regions of High Donnai 
(comparisons of Artiole 71). 

3/ Individuals oultivate (such is the case in Kontllm) without paying 
rent to anyone. 

Elsewhere, the cultivated lands are the foUol1ing: 

1/ They may be simply occupiled by the one who cult:lvates them; 

2/ They may be owned by long usage, by purchase having it allotted. 

I have not enough details about what happens outside of Kontum to be able to 
speak more on this matter. 

6

them from damaging the seed). (Article 79, III, 1)

Whosoever has occupied a field has a pre-emption right on that field the
next year, then the following year (the field is then a mir puh klong) and
the 3rd year also (the field becomes a mir ful). Only ac the end of five

years (except in the case of improvement works spoken of in Article 74), does

this occupied field become a property.

It may happen that a field is temporarily abandoned during some short period
of time (such case 13 nevertheless rare) then is occupied again, the rights
of the occupying person are not considered as prescribed. It will not be so

however, if bushes have grown again, if the field has become fallow again,
and if in order to cultivate it the whole series of clearing operations is

again needed. The first occupier is then considered as having abandoned his

rights to that field.

In paragraph I of Article 73, We find enumerated the conditions regulating
contiguous fields. A field must not be "offensive" from the ritual point of

view. But no arrangement has been made to separate two contiguous fields by
a strip of land and therefore, this is the cause of numerous law-suits, either

because of encroachment of land, or because there exist only one barrier between

neighbouring fields, and it is difficult to know who is the landowner who has

neglected taking care of it.

Comparisons.

For the Rhade, lands are the properties of families (customs 229 to 236), they
are bound. Families lease them.

The situation therefore varies greatly in the Mountaineers country.

1/ (Comparisons of Article 72) : villages (or more truly groups)
cultivate land;

2/ Families (or groups) farm land and lease plots of it to others.

Such is the case in Darlac and in some regions of High Donnai

(comparisons of Article 71).

3/ Individuals cultivate (such is the case in Kontum) without paying
rent to anyone.

Elsewhere, the cultivated lands are the following:

1/ They may be simply occupied by the one who cultivates them;

2/ They may be owned by long usage, by purchase having it allotted.

I have not enough details about what happens outside of Kontum to be able to

speak more on this matter.
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Artlcle 74 

About the i'1eld,g occupled and the fields owned. 

I.- The torlng and the villages do not develop the lands, do not sell them nor 
rent them. 

II. - He who holds the same fieldA permrmently for 5 years., and notably keeps 
up the enclosure of tnp.t field, can c~.aim t'le right of o~nership. Tht.a delay 
is reduced to 2 years ~hen the :Jperat:!.ons for the parcelling, embanking, 
canals, drains have been undertaken on the field. . 

As soon as a person having the right to ownership (article 73) holds the 
field, nobody can forbid his living in that field; the l()an or the rent of 
the field does not interrupt nor put off the delay necesnary to having aqcess 
to ownership-"mir Jing tomain de." 

111.- Tenants or borrowers never can become proprietors of a land borrowed or 
rented, no matter how long the duration of their occupation. It is up to 
the tenant or the borrower to watch himself and to avoid pretending to own 
the field (affairs 347,350, and 356). 

IV.- Everybody who buys or inherits an owned field in application of paragraph 
2 becomes proprietor of that field. 

Commentaries 

The first paragraph of article 74 takes all 1ts value when we compare the 
s1tuation of Kontum to the one of the neighbouring provinces (references to 
article 73) concerning the ownership of the lands. 

For many reasons, the toring of Kontum and their constitutive elements Which 
are the villages, did not develop, dld not sell nor rent the lands Which con­
stltute their terrltory to the mol at the beginning of the 19th century. 

I I ''I, The Societe des Misslon etrangeres around 1870 (or perhaps before) bought the 
land (1) 

In 1890 the Administration kept is rlghts stated in article 72 and, for 
political reasons, controls even at the present time the sale of lands,private 
propertles to the Vietnamese, as it will be mentioned be~,ow (see also Com­
mentaries of article 71) 

x 
x x 

The Administration findS to settle the inhabitants to the soil and to reduce 
their movements. The Moi 1s not refractory to thls evolution. Far from it, 
some sub-tribes have settled down themselves when, by chance, they possessed 
good landS that the floods perlodlcally fert1lized (Bahner Bonom for instance) 

(1) The 

~l 
payment of these lands was made to the chiefs (:1) to the old (?) 
sold lands that did not belong to them 
cashed money that did not fall to them 
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Article 74

About the fields occupied and the fields owned.

Principles.

I. - The toring and the villages do not develop the lands, do not sell them nor
rent them.

II. - He who holds the same fields permenently for 5 years, and notably keeps
up the enclosure of that field, can claim the right of ownership. This delay
is reduced to 2 years when the operations for the parcelling, embanking,
canals, drains have been undertaken on the field.

As soon as a person having the right to ownership (article 73) holds the
field, nobody can forbid his living in that field; the loan or the rent of
the field does not interrupt nor put off the delay necessary to having access
to ownership-"mir jing tomain de.

III. $ Tenants or borrowers never can become proprietors of a land borrowed or
rented, no matter how long the duration of their occupation. It is up to
the tenant or the borrower to watch himself and to avoid pretending to own
the field (affairs 347,350, and 356).

IV. - Everybody who buys or inherits an owned field in application of paragraph
2 becomes proprietor of that field.

Commentaries

The first paragraph of article 74 takes all its value when we compare the
situation of Kontum to the one of the neighbouring provinces (references to
article 73) concerning the ownership of the lands.

For many reasons, the toring of Kontum and their constitutive elements which
are the villages, did not develop, did not sell nor rent the lands which con-
stitute their territory to the moi at the beginning of the 19th century.

The Societe des Mission etrangeres around 1870 (or perhaps before) bought the
land (1)

In 1890 the Administration kept is rights stated in article 72 and, for
political reasons, controls even at the present time the sale of lands, private
properties to the Vietnamese, as it will be mentioned below (see also Com-
mentaries of article 71)

The Administration finds to settle the inhabitants to the soil and to reduce
their movements. The Moi is not refractory to this evolution. Far from it,
some sub-tribes have settled down themselves when, by chance, they possessed
good lands that the floods periodically fertilized (Bahnar Bonom for instance)

(1) The payment of these lands was made to the chiefs (?) to the old (?)

sold lands that did not belong to them
13 cashed money that did not fall to them
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The problem consists then in improving the poor lands of some toring and in 
showing the Moi ways to avoid ruining the lands. 

The provincial Administration ericourages this pOlicy. Also it favours both 
the construction of tile roofed"houses and the accession to the private owneX'­
shlp or' the lands. It also tends to h.twe the titled established by the ~Iois, 
as it '>1ill be mention'ld below fuX' ',he fG:lo~ling reason: 

Formerly there were Vietnamese who rented the private lands from the Mo!, 
paid the taxes and came too deolal'echem:lelves propl'ietors by presenting to 
the Residence their acq>;lttane''lr. 

These facts dated from 11::1 un3et~1'lc, pc,l'iod (1915-1920) and can no more happw. 
The present situation is the one mentioning in the commentaries of article 
71 and supra; the Admll1istration stands out against the sale of lands so that 
the Moi does not risk to be le~t without resources, but iCommentaries of 
article 72) it favours, on the other hand, the installation of the Vietnemese 
in some limited and non-cleared regions, with the agreement of the Moi and 
Vietnemese authorities. ;Cor,lllle.1taries of arUole 71). The results acquired 
in Kontum justify the us~ge cf this method, it is in honor of Resident 
Jerusalemy and H.E. Vo-ChUBnw\".o paid muoh attention in preoomizing it, then 
putting it in applioatj.on (1?ZB-l936) 

x 
x x 

The accession of the Moi to the ownership by a 5 year occupation (which could 
oorrespond to the duration of a rotation of cultivations in Kontum), is 
probably a relatively old custom Resident OUEMOT noticed its existence upon 
his arrival. The chiefs followed him as soon as he asked that people may 
acoede to the ownership of a field in 2 years only, provided they work on it 
(irrigation canals or drainage). 

Doubtless the ohiers expected to be the first to take advantage of the 
situation, nevertheless that idea had slightly touched their mind. 

Besides, it is probable that formerly the Moi did not conceive that, by being 
proprietor of a land, he could use it freely. Instead of ownership, it would 
be better to say inalienable occupation (boleng boang) of land of Which he 
could be dispossessed and that he could pass on to his descendants. It is to 
be noted how the veto right that the administration exerts on the sale of 
lands is easily accepted. I have always noticed that the Bahnar, all ready 
to give way to the regUlations (lu£t) oonceived in the spirit of the oustom 
KhSy (restriction to the sale of land, burning the forest for instanoe), was 
recalitrant when he thought that the prinoiples of the oustoms were violated 
(case of the tax and prestations, authorizations for outting trees etc). 

It is around 1935 that it was possible to orientate the land-owners towards 
the establishment of titles and plans of their real estate drawn by the 
Provinoial Service of Land Registration. The possession of these titles 
oorresponded to the annual payment of vary small tax (0.20$ to 0.50$). (By 
working their lands) the Bahnar were eligible to have these titles delivered 
to them. Nevertheless they uere not forced to do it. The buyers of Vietnamese 
land, on the other hand, tiara required to establish compulsorily a title and 
a plan of the land they just bought. 
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The problem consists then in improving the poor lands of some toring and in

showing the Moi ways to avoid ruining the lands.

The provincial Administration encourages this policy. Also it favours both

the construction of tile roofed-houses and the accession to the private owner-

ship of the lands. It also tends to have the titled established by the Mois,
as it will be mentioned below for the following reason:

Formerly there were Vietnamese who rented the private lands from the Moi,
paid the taxes and came to declare themselves proprietors by presenting to

the Residence their acquittances.

These facts dated from an unsettled period (1915-1920) and can no more happen.
The present situation is the one mentioning in the commentaries of article

71 and supra; the Administration stands out against the sale of lands so that

the Mo1 does not risk to be left without resources, but (Commentaries of

article 72) it favours, on the other hand, the installation of the Vietnamese
in some limited and non-cleared regions, with the agreement of the Moi and
Vietnamese authorities. Commentaries of article 71). The results acquired
in Kontum justify the usage of this method, it is in honor of Resident

Jerusalemy and H.E. Vo-Chuan who paid much attention in precomizing it, then

putting it in application (1928-1936)

The accession of the Moi to the ownership by a 5 year occupation (which could

correspond to the duration of a rotation of cultivations in Kontum), is

probably a relatively old custom Resident GUENOT noticed its existence upon

his arrival. The chiefs followed him as soon as he asked that people may
accede to the ownership of a field in 2 years only, provided they work on it

(irrigation canals or drainage).

Doubtless the chiers expected to be the first to take advantage of the

situation, nevertheless that idea had slightly touched their mind.

Besides, it is probable that formerly the Moi did not conceive that, by being

proprietor of a land, he could use it freely. Instead of ownership, it would

be better to say inalienable occupation (boleng boang) of land of which he

could be dispossessed and that he could pass on to his descendants. It is to

be noted how the veto right that the administration exerts on the sale of

lands is easily accepted. I have always noticed that the Bahnar, all ready

to give way to the regulations (luat) conceived in the spirit of the custom

Khoy (restriction to the sale of land, burning the forest for instance), was

recalitrant when he thought that the principles of the customs were violated

(case of the tax and prestations, authorizations for cutting trees etc).

It is around 1935 that it was possible to orientate the land-owners towards

the establishment of titles and plans of their real estate drawn by the

Provincial Service of Land Registration. The possession of these titles

corresponded to the annual payment of very small tax (0.20$ to 0.50$). (By

working their lands) the Bahnar were eligible to have these titles delivered

to them. Nevertheless they were not forced to do it. The buyers of Vietnamese

land, on the other hand, were required to establish compulsorily a title and

a plan of the land they just bought.
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After having loudly and publicity applauded this regulation. the chiefs did 
nothing then to incite their people to confo~ to this regulation. They 
succeeded in persuading a French functionary unaware of the real situation 
of the country, that this regulation presented no interest. Their attitude 
is easily understood. The properous families, the GuarrUans of well-to-do 
m1noY.'~ do not restrain themselves i'rvr> e~bb; ing progl'Gss1v",ly the landg of 
thoir ne~.ghboUl"S or thel r wOl1ds, 1;l:.~ (J.'l ~!$ i.e 11, betwer;t1 various heirs, of. lan-ls 
1ni1erit';u f.'om their pU.t'er.t;s ir- .1~ m'·.le,. 20 years af' .. uI' .. than what it v~.s at 
t:,e death of: these lattc":~; the pl\:'ron~" ..• .!' children l~ho iJT'e infJ.uentiel have 
laid hands or,. a part cf 'vhe pl',,~'e:'ti"'r:Jf the others. 

Consequf:ntly, th8 ';jJ:.3s!fj'(,ntoll J.,' tr.,: Mo! pr():?e::'~j,fJn :Ls a very ;,(Jn~; 

effort and 3hculd nc'~ La p,::>ell:a.t1.. .. r.~.:::.y C.?n~.gT'cted, but we should come nO'fex' to 
judge affairs l~ke aff::l~' 12, vt..V.h f1.l e c.:l':'ficul t to be j,nstl'Ucted (Cora·· 
mentaries ot article 82) 

It is not usaul that a Moi re!'li;s l'ds land to a MOi, in general he borrows it 
as long as he does not n':'led H. However. little by l1t·,le, the line of interest 
becomes greater and som," lanc'.s "re worked on by metaye!'~ 'who have right to a 
part of the crop, whe::'"ar .;;-:e C.:·,1sr lands are rented f'J"' a yearly cha.rge (in 
paddy, in money or in me:'c.hEJ::(L.se,.j 

The lease by tacit agreement is unknown (comparisons of article 82) 

Comparisons 

I said in the Comparisons of articles 71 and the following, how the situation 
of the territories and the real estates was different with the Bahnar, Jarai, 
sedang in one hand (provinces of Kontum and Ple11m) and the other tribes. 

However, I would remark that, tolJ.owing M. Gerber, the Stieng pass their lands 
down to their descendants. This shows that in this tribe, at least one can 
be landowner. 

I would point out, on the other hand, that Canivey, after having said that 
uncultivated land in Haut-Donnai 1s totally portioned out among the descendants 
of the first families, specifies that these families have plots of forest 
leased for a yearly charge (one or two pigs, some chickens, some baskets of 
paddy or of corn) to the KIL (tribes liv1ng on high summits of the province 
of Haut-Donnai). Hiring out of uncultivated lands is thus normal 1n Haut­
Donnai, when in Kontum no one could ever lease land not previously worked. 

Article 75 

About the setting of fences, the installation of traps, the stick1ng of lanoets 

Pr1nciple 

I.- Occupied or possessed lands can be fenced. The occupier or the proprietor 
cannot obtain any indemnity for the damage caused in h1s land by other's 
cattles, if his barrier does not exist or 1s inadequate. 

II.- OWners or occupiers of adjoining lands may fence the lands with a common 
barrier. Them all are then responsible for the condition of this fence. Who­
ever wants to elude from this common responsibil1ty can make a private fence. 
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down to their descendants. This shows that in this tribe, at least one can 
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I would point out, on the other hand, that Canivey, after having said that 
uncultivated land in Haut-Donnai 1s totally portioned out among the descendants 
of the first families, specifies that these families have plots of forest 
leased for a yearly charge (one or two pigs, some chickens, some baskets of 
paddy or of corn) to the KIL (tribes liv1ng on high summits of the province 
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cannot obtain any indemnity for the damage caused in h1s land by other's 
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barrier. Them all are then responsible for the condition of this fence. Who­
ever wants to elude from this common responsibil1ty can make a private fence. 

9

After having loudly and publicity applauded this regulation, the chiefs did

nothing then to incite their people to conform to this regulation. They
succeeded in persuading a French functionary unaware of the real situation
of the country, that this regulation presented no interest. Their attitude
is easily understood. The properous families, the Guardians of well-to-do
minors do not restrain themselves frum nibbling progressively the lands of
their neighbours or their words, the division, between various heirs, of lands
innerited from their parents is no more, 20 years after than what it was at
the death of these latter; the parents OI' children who are influential have
laid hands on a part of the properties of the others.

Consequently, the classification I.i the Moi properties is a very long
effort and should not be prematurely demigrated, but we should come never to
judge affairs like affair 12, which are difficult to be instructed (Cora--

mentaries of article 82)

It is not usaul that a Moi rents his land to a Moi, in general he borrows it
as long as he does not need it. However, little by little, the line of interest
becomes greater and some lands are worked on by metayers who have right to a
part of the crop, wherear the other lands are rented for a yearly charge (in
paddy, in money or in merchandises)

The lease by tacit agreement is unknown (comparisons of article 82)

Comparisons

I said in the Comparisons of articles 71 and the following, how the situation
of the territories and the real estates was different with the Bahnar, Jarai,
sedang in one hand (provinces of Kontum and Pleiku) and the other tribes.

However, I would remark that, following M. Gerber, the Stieng pass their lands
down to their descendants. This shows that in this tribe, at least one can
be landowner.

I would point out, on the other hand, that Canivey, after having said that
uncultivated land in Haut-Donnai 1s totally portioned out among the descendants
of the first families, specifies that these families have plots of forest

leased for a yearly charge (one or two pigs, some chickens, some baskets of

paddy or of corn) to the KIL (tribes living on high summits of the province
of Haut-Donnai). Hiring out of uncultivated lands is thus normal in Haut-

Donnai, when in Kontum no one could ever lease land not previously worked.

Article 75

About the setting of fences, the installation of traps, the sticking of gets

Principle

I. - Occupied or possessed lands can be fenced. The occupier or the proprietor
cannot obtain any indemnity for the damage caused in his land by other's

cattles, if his barrier does not exist or is inadequate.

II.- Owners or occupiers of adjoining lands may fence the lands with a common
barrier. Then all are then responsible for the condition of this fence. Who-

ever wants to elude from this common responsibility can make a private fence.



10 

IV.- When a fenced field is located far from villages, out of the roaming area, 
the proprietor or occupier may lay traps and lancets. Inside the fence, the 
lancets can be stuck everywhere and in all directions. Outside,the fen~e 
may be strung with thorns, but the lancets must be stuck against the fence, 
pointed towards the inside, attended for the animals coming from the fields. 

Traps can only be laid inside of the fence. 

Traps and installations of lancets must be marked by vis1ble marks. 

When a village ohanges looation and is estab11shed close to an ex1sting field, 
the owner or the oooup1er of this field may keep his traps and lancets inside 
of his fence. The fence must be in perfect condition. In other words, if a 
field is located in a place where its ocoupier enjoys the rights stated in 
paragraph IV, the owner has most of his rights retained if a village comes 
to settle down near it. 

V.- The owner or occupier of a field is responsible for acc1dents, damages 
incurred or Buffered by others' cattIes, in proportion of what he has observed 
in preceding prescriptions (artiole 79). 

VI.- The responsibility for precautions to be taken in the application of 
paragraphs I to IV here-above i8 incumbent on the leasee or the borrowers of 
a land which, in case of accident or damage, is involved. 

VII.- The gardens in the village must be fenced. People are allowed to lay 
neither .lancets nor traps 1n them. 

VIII.- Hunting traps duly warned cannot be laid but outside the roaming zone for 
cattles (article 80, paragraph II). 

commentary. 

Article 75 rules the touchy relationship between breeders and cultivators, and, 
under certain reserves, subordinates (like almost everywhere else) the former 
to the latter who can even defense their fields, in so interesting a case of 
moving of the village stated in paragraph IV of the princ1ples here-above. 

Cultivators, however, are not omnipotent. During a period of the year (in dry 
season) when the cattles go roaming in search of a pasture and the lands are 
fortunately not worked, the cultivators must leave cattle pasture temporarily 
on fallow fields. It, only, inconvenienoes European or V1etnamese concession­
aries, as has bean discussed about in the oommentary of article 72. One 
cannot ask them to the fence their concessions. As a result. they are eltsmpted 
from the present article When they ought to observe it more strictly than 
others, those with their farming under operation at the time when cattles are 
roaming at will. 

Comparisons 

Diverse customs show us in Darlac province, the right and duties of cultivators 
and breeders. 

The custom 216 specifies that "one fences the fields and gardens in order to 
prevent from outSide penetration" and that it is forbidden to permit these 
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VII.- The gardens in the village must be fenced. People are allowed to lay
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VIII. - Hunting traps duly warned cannot be laid but outside the roaming zone for
cattles (article 80, paragraph II).

Commentary.
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under certain reserves, subordinates (like almost everywhere else) the former
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fences to deteriorate. 

The custom 226. 227 and 228 enumerate the rights of fields owners. They are 
entitled to reimbursement of damages done in their fields (well fenced. of 
course) by others' cattles. They are not responsible for the fact that the 
cattle get wounded or killed on their traps or lancets. but they have no 
right to kill the cattle that damage their crops. 

I I have not found other specifications in the Rhade customary in which many 
questions (especially that of the changing of location of village. that I 
discuss in paragraph IV of article 75) are not stated. 

x 
xx 

I have no accurate information on what is going on in Haut-Donnai. 

x 
X x 

Stieng fields must be fenced if the owner wants to be reimbursed for all 
damages that the cattle may cause eventually. If there is no barrier. the 
owner will have only half of the amount ot damacres done. A sacrifice for 
reparation, of course, will be made in both cases. 

But M. Gerber does not inform us on all the rights and duties of the Stieng 
farmer. He does not especially point out the custom relating to the roaming 
zone for cattles, the dressing of lancets in the fields and to the maintenance 
of rights of the occupant, when a village comes settled down clOSe to his 
field (article 75, paragraph IV). 

Article 76 

I'later - Alluvion - Evosion. 

Principle. 

I. Within each "toring", villages and inhabitants individually or by groups. 
are entitled to make use of water for irrigation purpose or fishing providing 
that use will not hamper the traffic and farm work of others. 

II. "Toring" or private owners profit by alluvion deposit damages caused 
erosion are supported by owners or oooupiers without their having rights to 
indemnity. However they might be compensated by being granted alluvion deposit 
especially when a river changes its bed. 

III. Springs, village fountains, canals, and drains should be kept from pollution. 

IV. Should permanent or temporary pondS, take shape in a pieoe of owned field. 
they would be the property of the field-owner and its use would result not 
fromapplioat1on 6f Paragraph I above but of Article 81, Paragraph V. 
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erosion are supported by owners or occupiers without their having rights to
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they would be the property of the field-owner and its use would result not
from application of Paragraph I above but of Article 81, Paragraph V.



12 

Comments. 

Problem relating to water involves the following aspects: 

1/ Fishing. 

2/ Consumption, Bathing: each village has at its disposal one or several 
springs or a river. Villagers draw water out of thI m, to take baths 
or do the laundry. 

Permanent pollution of water constitutes one of major instances of filth. 
This rule has oaused oonflicts between the Vietnamese and the Moi since to 
the latter's fountains and springs are somewhat saored. 

3/ Alluvion deposits, change to the river bed: According to artiole 
76 anytime alluvion deposit, evosion 01' shift to the river bed 
oocur, newly built land shall be partitionned between concerned 
"torings" after having replaoed the land which has been scrapped 
out. 

Impaired owners should be served first. 

4/ Irrigation. drainage. Nobody has the right to raise objections to 
the establishing of a canal wh1ch will pass on h1s land. 

The proprietor or ocoupier of a land on which a canal passes is 
empowered to: 

a. Make use of the canals in which case he shall participate in 
sharing the expenses in proportion of the land area. or: 

b. Raise the use of the system and thus be entitled to claim a 
compensation which will be fixed as follows: 

• If he merely is an occupier. he might eventually have the 
right to a compensation equal to the value of the crop which 
should have been lost due to the canal; 

i! 
• If he is the Ploprietor, he shall get the value of the piece 

of lost land and acquired to the maker of the oanal; 

- Making and using a canal oonstitute one of the ways by 
which a person obtains the property of the irrigated land. 

5/ Another feature which oould not be omitted: polluting water is 
regarded as a major violation. ''Yang Dale", the water genius plays 
an important role and every year is oelebrated a fountain feast. 

People only do not fear actual pollution of water and not ritual pollution. 
They also realize its poisoning effect. As a matter of fact suoh a fear has 
much diminished in time. It still remains that "tomoi" (strangers) are for­
bidden to approach the, fountain, and villagers themselves will bring drinking 
water to them. During my trip I haven't seen any village authorizing my men 
to draw water themselves. On every oooasion young nat1ves supplied us 1n 
person. 
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springs or a river. Villagers draw water out of the m, to take baths
or do the laundry.

Permanent pollution of water constitutes one of major instances of filth.
This rule has caused conflicts between the Vietnamese and the Mo1 since to
the latter's fountains and springs are somewhat sacred.

3/ Alluvion deposits, change to the river bed: According to article
76 anytime alluvion deposit, evosion or shift to the river bed
occur, newly built land shall be partitionned between concerned
"torings" after having replaced the land which has been scrapped
out.

Impaired owners should be served first.

4/ Irrigation, drainage. Nobody has the right to raise objections to
the establishing of a canal which will pass on his land.

The proprietor or occupier of a land on which a canal passes is
empowered to:

Make use of the canals in which case he shall participate ina.

sharing the expenses in proportion of the land area. or:

b. Raise the use of the system and thus be entitled to claim a

compensation which will be fixed as follows:

If he merely is an occupier, he might eventually have the

right to a compensation equal to the value of the crop which
should have been lost due to the canal;

If he 18 the proprietor, he shall get the value of the piece-

of lost land and acquired to the maker of the canal;

- Making and using a canal constitute one of the ways by
which a person obtains the property of the irrigated land.

5/ Another feature which could not be omitted: polluting water 18
regarded as a major violation. "Yang Dak", the water genius plays
an important role and every year is celebrated a fountain feast.

People only do not fear actual pollution of water and not ritual pollution.
They also realize its poisoning effect. As a matter of fact such a fear has
much diminished in time. It still remains that "tomoi" (strangers) are for-
bidden to approach the fountain, and villagers themselves will bring drinking
water to them. During my trip I haven't seen any village authorizing my men
to draw water themselves. On every occasion young natives supplied us in
person.



Custom Rhade' 163 shows hOli terrible still is the inhabitants obsession of 
polluting water. Repeated discussions between mois villagers and Vietnamese 
settled nearby shows how strong is the Rhad~ feeling concerning the pollution 
of their rivers, even though fear ot having them poisoned has disappeared. 

Collation ot customs, 

Customs Rhade 231 then 235 regulate the land property. In Rhade'land waters 
are the property ot "p6J.an", Custom 232 provides that fishing is permitted 
in rivers but none is recorded with regard to eroSion, alluviun, drains 
despite the fact these subjects are tundamental in Moi land • 

• Thereupon it might be concluded that whether the Rhade customary we 
have in hand is far from being complete, or tribe Bahnar has undergone a 
SOcial evolution which is unknown of Rhade. 
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Custom Rhade 163 shows how terrible still is the inhabitants obsession of
polluting water. Repeated discussions between mois villagers and Vietnamese
settled nearby shows how strong is the Rhade feeling concerning the pollution
of their rivers, even though fear of having them poisoned has disappeared.

Collation of customs.

Customs Rhade 231 then 235 regulate the land property. In Rhade land waters
are the property of "polan". Custom 232 provides that fishing is permitted
in rivers but none is recorded with regard to erosion, alluviun, drains
despite the fact these subjects are fundamental in Moi land.

Thereupon it might be concluded that whether the Rhade customary we
have in hand is far from being complete, or tribe Bahnar has undergone a
social evolution which is unknown of Rhade.
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