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To the campat r io ts inside and ou tside of the count r y . 

Dear Compatrio ts, 

Eight years ag o , in answering your wishe s , I and my com­
rades in arms had stood up to over throw a di ctatori al regime 
which ~as completely se parara ted from t he pe opl e , so l ved a aead ­
lock situation which vvas h~vily threateni _g-fothe existence of 
our country . 

Kno c~cing down the d i c tatorial regime i s the f i rst s tep . 
The next s tep is to es tabl i sh i n the Sou t h a t ruely in­

depe nd ent , democ r ati c Na tion , and a ju s t , prospert ous , and z e­
nerou s so c iety, in whi c h ever y Vietnamese , de s pit e his politi cal 
beli ef , his reli gion , ha s a stamding l ac e t o contribute tnto 
t he defense and the developmen t of t he countr y : that is the mai n 
purpos e of t he revolutfuon of 1-November 1 9~3 . 

~i~i th that 2. i m, ilhe Sou t h not only wo ld become pro peroo s 
and strong in the l a ter y ar s , bu t the cou n t ry also would not have 
t o su f fer six J ears of destru ctiu:eed -::ar and all t he eler. ents 
would have an occasion t o c ome to a c ompromi se t o stop t he · int er ­
a ec ine war from whi ch there is no es cape for both si de s . 

The Peo ple Re volution in 1963 , if ac compli s hed , must lead 
to the national Peac e . 

But historical situation at t hat moment had not enou ~h 
c onditions t o g i v e us su ccess : the revolut i 8n was betrayed , the 
wa y t o peace iaS cu t ' by the plot of an ag ~essive power and tne 
ambition of s ome i nd i vi dual s. 

~ight ears h~ ve p s sed . Our country is still s unk in the 
war . 

So ~an1' bomb s hY:ve been _ou re d dov·rn onto both parts , 1\ orth 
and South, so muc h mourning s and hatred h~Ya::: be en created in 
the heart s of the Jeople of bot h si des , but not a single wi s hea 
of the people like In j ependence , IDni ty , rre edom ..•• has been 
satisfi ed . 

Ei ght years hav e pass ed , the S ut h ft8a8 not only does not 
ge t stronger bu t become s weaker in every as pect and is c omi ng to 
a bank r u pcy . 

The count r bec om e s more dependent on forei gner s. The De ­
moc racy , est blis hed by t he s t ruggle of the pe a r l fo u r years 
ago, has be en use d and made as instru~entss fo r a dictatori al 
r eg ime . The e conomy is de clin ng t o the f e ree of ft~A~~f 
be j ng n ea r l y exhaust ed , and is livihg on fo~ ei gn a i ds . Social 
~ n ~ usti ce be comes a greater is s ue, mor ality , culture , edu cation 
a r e on a decline , a nd the young be come s me r e and mor e d e ~ enerat ed . 
The wo r st of all is t ~ e ~i lling be tween Vi e tnames es whi ch is 
continui ng with a greate r dimensi on, and f rom that no vict~ry 
_or peac e are c omin~ out. 

Before that situat ion , who does not fee l bad and an~ry i f 
he still has some conscience l eft , if one still has s ome f eling 
for t he c ountry, he must take t he r_ sk of his life to find a way 
out f or t he country . 

PROCLAMATION
OF

GEN. DUONG VAN MINH

To the compatriots inside and outside of the country.

Dear Compatriots,

Eight years ago, in answering your wishes, I and my com-
rades in arms had stood up to over throw a dictatorial regime
which was completely separarated from the people, solved a dead-
lock situation which was haevily threateni of the existence of
our country.

Knocking down the dictatorial regime is thefirst step.
The next step is to establish in the South a truely in-

dependent, democratic Nation, and a just, prosperious, and ge-
nerous society, in which every Vietnamese, despite his political
belief, his religion, has a standing place to contribute into
the defense and the development of the country: that is the main

purpose of the revolution of 1-November 1963.
with that aim, the South not only would become properbs

and strong in the later years, but the country also would not have
to suffer six years of destructigeat war and all the elements
would have an occasion to come to a compromise to stop the inter-
necine war from which there is no escape for both sides.

The People Revolution in 1963, if accomplished, must lead
to the national Peace.

But historical situation at that moment had not enough
conditions to give us success: the revolution was betrayed, the
way to peace was cut by the plot of an aggressive power and the
ambition of some individuals.

Eight years have passed. Our country is still sunk in the
war.

So many bombs have been poured down onto both parts, North
and South, so much mourning S and hatred have been created in
the hearts of the people of both sides, but not a single wishee
of the people like Independence, Unity, Freedom has been
satisfied.

Eight years have passed, the South #008 not only does not

get stronger but becomes weaker in every aspect and is coming to
a bankrupcy.

The country becomes more dependent on foreigners. The De-

mocracy, established by the struggle of the people four years
ago, has been used and made as instruments$ for a dictatorial
regime. The economy is declining to the degree of

being nearly exhausted, and is living on foreign aids. Social
injustice becomes a greater issue, morality, culture, education
are on a decline, and the youth becomes more and more degenerated.
The worst of all is the killing between Vietnameses which is
continuing with a greater dimension, and from that no victory
nor peace are coming out.

Before that situation, who does not feel bad and angry if
he still has some conscience left, if one still has some feeling
for the country, he must take the risk of his life to find a way
out for the country.
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It is the cons c i~l't of re s pons ib i lity has lJ.l'_g ed me to 
("- r un f or the pres .dency t hi s time , iilfi th the wish that I c ould~ 
/ with t he pople compl e t e what had bee n interr upted ei ght years 

ago, link the r oad to the Peopl e Pea c e back to ether : the Pac e 
de cid ed by the Vi etnamsese ~~epl e themselve s, basing on the 
compromise be twe en Vi e tnamese , and di r ecting t o the most sacred 
int ere sts of the Vie t namese people • 

The pe ople are ongi ng for tha t peace , be cause i t is the 
li f e of t h South , the way to re covery and unity of t he peopl e . 

The pe opl e Peace can be a _hi eved when we have a good and 
effe c t ive government r i sing u p f rom the peopl e and su pported by 
t hem . A ~ overnment ~hi ch has enou gh prestige and self- confidence 
t o g e t out f rom t he orbit of for ei n coun t r ies and t ake s back 
the activ e r ole i n t he _eace arranrrement . 

he mos t c onvtnient oc cas i on t o establ i sL s uch a govermment 
i s the comi ng e l ect ion , with the condition{ t hat i t . ust be 
compl etely free and cl ean. 

cl e an a nd hones t election not only bring s back to South 
Vi etnam a e overnment w i c h has t he sympathy of t he pe ople, bu t 
al so brings back the conff ence in t he re 0 i me and t hat i~ the 
necessary ps ycho logi cal condi t i on to go to a compr omis e betwe en 
Vi etnan e s e i n thi s land. 

The r efor e , for a l ong time I have been a s king f or a fr ee 
a nd cl ean el ection , and right afetr my dec l ara tion of t he de c is on 
t o run on 26 J uly 197 1, I had a s ked you to forg iv~ me if I was 
f orced to r ettea t on real izing that the el ec tion would n ot have 
e nou gh of the above condit ions . 

I hoped my warni n· s a s well a s t ha t o f mthers wi ll make 
those r esponsible person s repent, will ake t bem realize the 
ext r em ely destru c ti ve re sul t s which a d is ho ~stt ele c t ion would 
bri ng back to the country and t o the r.1 sel:ves. 

I, ~y s elf has t r i ed all t he ways to a sk them to st op the 
g iant dishonest mac hine r whic h has b een operating secretly 
fo r a few mon ths , t o s t op t hose ac t ivitie s t o prev evt the oppo­
sit e candi dates fro m t heir campai gni ng activiti e s and to su ppre s s 
t ~ em , t o stop terrori zing 0ur fri ends and cadr e s . 

/' - ut until n ow, those re s vonsibl e per s ons are sti ll stubborn 

r 
and do n ot li s ten to our i ec laratfu ons. 

Al the facts which -he Congress Committee and the Pe ople 
movement Agai s n t dishonest el ections have denounced , those 
d ocument s and concrete evi dence s whi c h ou r offioe has announced , 
and tho s e su ppre ss ing activiti e s of the government which t he 
peo ple have witnessed in the pas t are only th e s mall part of the 
plots be i ng in operat ion a nd 1-rill be used in all parts in the 
country in t he two . omi ~g elections, t he l owe r hou s e and the 
pre si d enti a l elections . 

(I In thms~ s i t uatmo n , aft er goi ng through all the fac ts, 
1 lis tening t o all opi ni ons, we i ghing all th e advanta~e s and di s ad ­

van t ag es, I f ee l t he du t y t o withd~aw f rom the elec tion , because 
of the int ~ re s t of the country and of the peopl e . 
LJS~l.·ot.{ I de cid ed to 1vi t h '' r avr becaus e I can not su pport a despi cable 
~ whi ch only makes the peo pl e disappoimt ed in the democrati c 
r eg ime , which stpos t he c ompromis e betwee n i etname s e s , f o r as 
I said i n my speech 11 TE~ P~OPLE PEACE 11 on 17 J une 7 1 , tha t this 
comp romi s e mus t begin. a t .the . confi dence in ther e spe c ti n~ f or 
the democratic rule s . 

/ To me , success or failure i s no t the mai n matter . I t rr,atters 
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conforcedthatIt is the consci owner of responsibility has urged me to

together
run for the presidency this time, with the wish that I could
with the pople complete what had been interrupted eight years
ago, link the road to the People Peace back together: the Peace
decided by the Vietnamsese theple themselves, basing on the

compromise between Vietnamese, and directing to the most sacred
interests of the Vietnamese people

The people are longing for that peace, because it is the
life of the South, the way to recovery and unity of the people.

The people Peace can be achieved when we have a good and
effective government rising up from the people and supported by
them. A overnment which has enough prestige and self-confidence
to get out from the orbit of foreign countries and takes back
the active role in the peace arrangement.

The most convinient occasion to establish such a government
is the coming election, with the conditions that it must be

completely free and clean.
A clean and honest election not only brings back to South

Vietnam a government which has the sympathy of the people, but
also brings back the conff ence in the regime and that is the
necessary psychological condition to go to a compromise between
Vietnamese in this land.

Therefore, for a long time I have been asking for a free
and clean election, and right afetr my declaration of the decision
to run on 26 July 1971, I had asked you to forgive me if I was
forced to retreat on realizing that the election would not have

enough of the above conditions.
I hoped my warnings as well as that of others will make

those responsible persons repent, will make them realize the
extremely destructive results which a dishonsst election would

bring back to the country and to themselves.

I, myself has tried all the ways to ask them to stop the
giant dishonest machinary which has been operating secretly
for a few months, to stop those activities to prevevt the oppo-
site candidates from their campaigning activities and to suppress
them, to stop terrorizing our friends and cadres.

ut until now, those res onsible persons are still stubborn
and do not listen to our declarations.

Al the facts which the Congress Committee and the People
movement Agaisnt dishonest elections have denounced, those
documents and concrete evidences which our office has announced,
and those suppressing activities of the government which the

people have witnessed in the past are only the snall part of the

plots being in operation and will be used in all parts in the

country in the two coming elections, the lower house and the
presidential elections.

In thise situation, after going through all the facts,
listening to all opinions, weighing all the advantages and disad-

vantages, I feel the duty to withdraw from the election, because
of the interest of the country and of the people.

force
I decided to withdraw because I can not support a despicable

which only makes the people disappointed in the democratic

regime, which stpos the compromise between Vietnameses, for as
I said in my speech "THE PEOPLE PEACE" on 17 June 71, that this

compromise must begin.at. the confidence in therespecting for
the democratic rules.

To me, success or failure is not the main matter. It matters
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tha t I can tl o some t hing u seful to s erv e the coun try , t o contri but e 
i n bringi peac e back f or t he c oun t ry . -~·l i thdr awi ng f rom t he 
dishonest ~ke is t o hel p t ho se i n powe r a chan c e to a-v1ake , is to 
c r ea te a positi on f or t he pe opl e to re e s tabli s h t he ~ ec o r ra~v 
1n or. p..,.. to a c hi ev t; ce.ce. 

Her e , I wou l d li~~ to th~ - all tno pe ople i n s i de and out ­
s . e e ·~ - ~ co~~try who hav e agree d wi th my s t andpoin t , who have 
helped me by a l l the ways , parti cularl y t hose people who ar e poo r 
mi l i t ary pe r sonn els , ry~ blic and pr i vat e employe e s , student s have 
automati cally con t ri buted small amounts of Loney but v ery pr eci ous 
to he l p me i n the el ection campaign . Thos·e am ounts of money 
will be ke pt i n a spe ci a l account and wi l l be returned to the 
people or us ed in other usefull thi ngs , ac cordi L~ t o the opi ni ons 
of t he peo pl e . 

I s ence rely t han..'k: the Senators and Cong r e s s me.n w·ho hav e 
been br ave eno ugh t o save t he ir s i gnature s to i n t r odu ce me f or 
ru nning . 

I sinse r el y t hank relat i ve s and f r i end s who have c ontri­
but ed oz ey and l abor, who have c oo perate d wi t h me bu t never 
rais e any c ondi tion. I bel eive t ha t that s i ncere a nd i mpart ial 
c ooperati on will con t inu e f or a ny ~ear s t o come . 

Dea r compatrmots , 

[ 

',H thd Jm.X d oes not mean to s t op s t ruggling . 1•. i thdrawing is 
to c hoos e a more effect i v e wa~ to s er ve t he coun t ry . 

\ 
The -r.-vay on vl ioh we f i ght for ndepend enc e and r e ed om , 

f o r the Pe ople Peace is a long and da ngero us ·way, which is full 

On that r i ghtvus road , I wi ll be al ways ne xt to y ou . L
odi' obstruction. 

Saigon , 20 ~ u gust , 197 1 

General Duong Jan 14i nh 
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forcethat I can do some thing useful to serve the country, to contribute
in bringing peace back for the country. Withdrawing from the
dishonest joke is to help those in power a chance to awake, is to
create a position for the people to reestablish the democracy
in order to achieve peace.

Here, I would like to thank all the people inside and out-
siede the country who have agreed with my standpoint, who have
helped me by all the ways, particularly those people who are poor
military personnels, public and private employees, students have

automatically contributed small amounts of money but very precious
to help me in the election campaign. Those amounts of money
will be kept in a special account and will be returned to the

people or used in other usefull things, according to the opinions
of the people.

I sencerely thank the Senators and Congress men who have
been brave enough to save their signatures to introduce me for

running.
I sincerely thank relatives and friends who have contri-

buted money and labor, who have cooperated with me but never
raise any condition. I beleive that that sincere and impartial
cooperation will continue for many years to come.

Dear compatroosts,
Withdraw does not mean to stop struggling. Withdrawing is

to choose a more effective way to serve the country.
The way on which we fight for Independence and Freedom ,

for the People Peace is a long and dangerous way, which is full
of obstruction.

On that righters road, I will be always next to you.

Saigon, 20 August, 1971

General Duong Van Minh
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