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MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY BAST LANSING

VISINAM PROJECT . OFFICE OF COORDINATOR

December 29, 1958

Mr. Phan Quang Phan
154 Hicks St.
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Photos

I am deeply and terribly sorry that we rissed each other on the
day you departed for Washington and New York. In addition, of course,
you adissed the copy of the enclosed letter from Mr. Rodgers in which
he assumed that you would arrive on January 5th.

I hope that you had a nice Christmas, but seeing that you were
writing letters on Christmas day I an afraid that you have had a
rather lonely holiday. My family's telephone number is WEBSTER 90793.
I an Sending them a copy of this letter and requesting them to invite
you to their home while several of the other Vietnamene are in town.

The essiest way to reath my family's home in New Jersey is by
taking bus # 35 ( Inter City Lines) from Platform #74 in the New York
Port Authority Bus Terminal at 8th Avenue and 40th Street. You should
purchase a ticket in advance at window 20 or 21, to East Rutherford,
and ask the driver to let you off at the Garden Spot Tavern. Our house
is the first one on Hackensack Street beyond the tavern and the Garden
State Supply Company. I am sorry to have missed the opportunity to
show at least part of New York City to you but do recommend that you
see as much as possible, preferably in small doses.

Please find enclosed your check for January 1st to 15th.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Administrative AssistantECus

got G. Cunningham
77 Hackensack
B. Rutherford, N.J.

Enc: Check MSU # 55444
copy ltr crp Rodgers
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Washington
DC

12-17-58

Dear this
Elone,

I arrived safely
in Washington

But the
day

after I caught
cold

and had to
stay

home for two

days
I paid a visit to Mr.

Liang
at the Fund and he set

up a
Mogram for me for

a

couple of
weeks in next

Spring

He / ll let we Know the date of

my training.
He also assigned

me some documents to
study

now. I'll
go

to New York

on
Monday

as
you stated

I appreciate very
much

your arrangement for sending

my jewels
which I asked Mrs

Aris
Dekoning

to
keep If your

friend accepts to to this for

me, please send these
jewels

by
air mail

registered of



'-------

possible)
and let we Know the

cost as well as
your friend's

address gill ask
my wife

to come there and take them.

the a
certainly

be pleased
to wear them on the

Tet, our

New
year Day (mid Feb.).

Thank
you again

Hiss
Sline

I wish
you

a
Meny Christmas

and a
happy

New
year

yours faithfully

Pham
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New York Dec. 25-19-58

Dear Miss Elsie,

I arrived in New
York on

the 22nd The
day after I

went and saw Mr. Rodgers,

chief of
the

Foreign
Personal

Division,

First National City Bank He told

me to come back on the 2nd

of January
because

they
had

many things
to do at this period

fo I
go sightseeing

and read

the Fund documents.

I live now in
Brooklyn

Hicks Street, 10 minutes
only by

subway
to the

Rity
Bank But

you
didn it

realize how hard I

find
this place. I was exhausted

as the
evening of the 22nd The

cost
of living

is
nearly

twice

expective
in

Michigan and I
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don it like to live here

where people
rush and run

and nobody
cares

for nobody

So I
certainly

miss
you,

this

Elsie

I don 'L Know if according

to the ICA
regulations I can

get
a

refund for the
transport

cook from
and to airport but

I
give you my exqenses for

information

- in
Washington from Airport to

downtown and vice versa :

1.60 X 2 = 3.20

- in New
York

:
from Airfort to downtown

1.80

Again, I wish
you

a
merry

Christmas and a
fruitful

New

year
than

154 Brooklyn Hicks St

Brooklyn
New

York
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New
York 12/30/58

Dear Miss Elsie

as
you

Know in
my

last letter

of
jo sightseeing

in New York
now

until Jan.
2nd I

join
the

Holiday

Center and
enjoy

its parties and

expeditions very
much At the

same time I spent quite
a

lot
of money for

the tour tie-

Kets This is an unique opportun-

nity
in

my life
to learn and

know
people

and
things

in much

a short time In the meantime

& read and find
the Fund down

ments
very interesting too

I spent my
Christmas

Day

with a
family

in
Arlington,

N.J. and this reminded ine

of your
home I like to

live there It is so
quiet

there are
many

trees and



!~ Cl ·U /t:A;,.. ct 

Aft--w Y ··iLM.k f ' c~ -~cl 

of + ~ r ~ 7 K-ee-17 -z:: 
/,v rr..k w.. -~ -61-a,..Jo( ~ ·~ -

~<t ~ ~ ~-~J?A~? -t, 

u ~ -t~ ~ ~J 
~r~{ -C,~ -{o ~ ~ 7 S'oS: 

~ J~ iu.-w ~ $ts·- ~ ~ 

1~~ I 4-o ~ ~ 4e,e_ ~ 
.,c~ if ·~ A ~ d.e~-k I 
~~. 

J' Wr~ r A ~ AJ~ t~· 

rr-~. 

~ 
/f"f;-- fh CJ4J fu.J ; ~) I 

~1/d;r/ ;V.y, 

people are kind

Now I think I am tired

of fightseeings
and I need to

work in the bank where
every-

thing
seems

why interesting
to

me.

At last but not least,

gid like to send
you my SOS:

I have now
only

$15 in
my

pocket so You
can see how

eager
D long for your check

miss Elsie

I wish
you

a
Happy

New
year.

yours faithfully

phan

154 Hicks Street Room 3

Brooklyn,
N.Y.



Mr. Pham Quang Pham 
154 Hicks Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

Dear Pham: 

January 6, 1959 

Recently we received a memorandum from Mr. Waltman in Saigon 
regarding reimbursanent for medical examinations and United States 
visas. The USOM/Saigon has now agreed to reimburse participants 
in piastres for the expense of the medical ~up to 750 piastres) 
and the Jo6 piastres charged for a United States visa. 

Mr. Waltman is requesting that receipts for the medical exam­
inations be sent to him so that he can do the necessary processing. 
He has already written to your wife in Saigon requesting that they 
see him about reimbursement. 

When you have the opportunity, please do not hesitate to call 
my family and I am sure that they will be pleased to have you for 
the weekend or any time that might be nrutually convenient. 

I am writing to the Wall Street Journal wday to see if we can 
have your subscription delivered in New York City rather than here. 

EC:ms 

Sincerely yours , 

Elsie Cunningham 
Administrative Assistant 

January 6, 1959

Mr. Pham Quang Pham
154 Hicks Street
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Pham:

Recently we received a memorandum from Mr. Waltman in Saigon
regarding reimbursement for medical examinations and United States
visas. The USOM/Saigon has now agreed to reimburse participants
in piastres for the expense of the medical (up to 750 piastres)
and the 306 piastres charged for a United States visa.

Mr. Waltman is requesting that receipts for the medical exam-
inations be sent to him so that he can do the necessary processing.
He has already written to your wife in Saigon requesting that they
see him about reimbursement.

When you have the opportunity, please do not hesitate to call
my family and I am sure that they will be pleased to have you for
the weekend or any time that might be mutually convenient.

I am writing to the Wall Street Journal today to see if we can
have your subscription delivered in New York City rather than here.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Administrative AssistantEC:ms
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Else

the

my
New

York you 6, 1959

Dear Mh & Mrs their
baum

Thank
you very

much
for your

wishes
for

the Christmas and the New

year
I have been in

Washing

ton
for

a week and
got into

touch with the Fund people in oder

to set
up

a
training program

for
me this

Spring
New I

next
went Y to New

York
and spent a

merry
Christmas in a

family
in

Arlington
N.Jand a

happy
New

year

day
in Pakissade Park in another

family
People

were so kind

and I
appreciate very

much their

warm
hospitality
I work now in the

First National
City

Bank
of
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New
York They

sent me to

their various departments and I

will
stay

a
long

time in their

Credit &
Foreign Departments and then

Trust
Company.

I
find

this Kind

of having very interesting
even

fascinating,
Thank

you again for
what

you

have done
for

me
May 959

be

a
fruitful year for you. My

respects to Mrs them faum

yours sincerely

Phane



Mr. Pham Quang Pham 
154 Hicks Street 
Brooklyn, Mew York 

Dear Pham: 

January 12, 1959 

Please find enclosed your check for the period from January 15th 
to the 31st. I am sorry to say that Mr . Thoi seems most unhappy since 
his return to campus and is anxiously trying to get out of the dormitory 
at present. 

Several people among the newly arrived participants have asked 
'Where you were and of course I have said that the Bank requested you 
be s ent to New York City for training and consequently we had agreed 
and you were pi.·esently at the First National Bank. Mr. "Phat in particular 
asked where you were . 

I was interested to learn that you had spent both Christmas and New 
Year's in a city only about 1$ to 20 lllinutes from my home in New Jersey 
and hope you will have the opportunity to visit my family soon. Actually, 
of course, many people comnute back and forth to downtown ¥ianhattan on 
the Erie railroad and ferry or Hudson Ti1be. In fact I did so myself for 
quite a long time. 

It has just occured to me that you might enjoy meeting a friend of 
mine who works at the Allied Chemical and Dye Offices (Solvay Sales Div. ) 
at 61 Broadway St., New York City. His name is Robert LIEBUNDGUT, who 
is very active in the affairs of his church in Brooklym. I will drop him 
a note but in the meantime I suggest that if you just call and mention 
my name he will recognize both the name and wou l d I am sure be pleased 
to have you attend his church either during the week or on Sunday morning . 

Sincerely yours. 

Elsie Cunningham 
EC:ms Administrative Assistant 

Enc: Per Diem check MSU # 57792 

January 12, 1959

Mr. Pham Quang Pham
154 Hicks Street
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Pham:

Please find enclosed your check for the period from January 15th
to the 31st. I am sorry to say that Mr. Thoi seems most unhappy since
his return to campus and is anxiously trying to get out of the dormitory
at present.

Several people among the newly arrived participants have asked
where you were and of course I have said that the Bank requested you
be sent to New York City for training and consequently we had agreed
and you were presently at the First National Bank. Mr. Phat in particular
asked where you were.

I was interested to learn that you had spent both Christmas and New
Year's in a city only about 15 to 20 mirutes from my home in New Jersey
and hope you will have the opportunity to visit my family soon. Actually,
of course, many people commute back and forth to downtown Manhattan on
the Erie railroad and ferry or Hudson Tube. In fact I did so myself for
quite a long time.

It has just occured to me that you might enjoy meeting a friend of
mine who works at the Allied Chemical and Dye Offices (Solvay Sales Div.)
at 61 Broadway St., New York City. His name is Robert LIEBUNDGUT, who
is very active in the affairs of his church in Brooklyn. I will drop him
a note but in the meantime I suggest that if you just call and mention
my name he will recognize both the name and would I am sure be pleased
to have you attend his church either during the week or on Sunday morning.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Administrative AssistantEC:ms

Enc: Per Diem check MSU # 57792



~ /v/vh ~ ./ 

~~ 1~ r 7~~ tWD ~ . ~ 

4 -{,fq •'"'-"-- il..J ,d_ -fJ -L J,,,J. -t-~-
!l te.<!.&p; ~ -ll. ~ ~ cd --e.x-a<-<AA. l~.,_A 

{); cJ!;t;;:,(~ . 

9/ ~ ~Ke. -G, ~ ·7-0c ~'JJAo 

~ ~V<4h? o./-· t£_ ~ f '~ l ~ •f;t;::ti cf A/-e.c.v 

~ ~ ~ c-7 ~cv.._/{ Ct<"~ _, ·~ --L~ ~t.u u. 

,(..._2- --to ~ J 4o -t;l(;: I -r -e_ ~ ~· ~ ~ 

-il ~J , -i:fo.- :v.,K L . A r u...·<4 

~I~ t&VL-eu.y ~ :._ ac k /I~ //Ja~ f t-cp' J 

~ tl_ ··L--6;,,, ~ 1w-f..J. ~d ~ cui~~ 

fi ?o) ~ },&q- i -fh -lJ ~'-o-o~ : 

fJ ~c~cde ~ - ~,_J. ~ -'M/&t-~f/~ 
un~ft ~ f ~-1 f ~ ~ un'ft ~<AA­
~ J -tt... ,,_£~,J. f ~ µ 4 i... 

11 ~. !LF4 ) r ~ -- -tttt ~ 
furii; I /J-o f NViL TM?{ !° eru.j .. tvL /" µ t~ 

J'1tf ~I (~t;, -
!r·ik . w7 J f {ue.:~ f:L /I/di ~ ~,4 

1 ~ ;t/ y -Rdt~ . ~ :;~ f IL. 

~ 
IS} M'c/~ ~ 
~~ .Jl!y, 

Brooklyn Jan 13, 1959

Dear Miss Elne

Thank
you for your

two letter My

wife
told me that she had handed over

the receipts for
the we dical examinations to Mr.

Waltman

I would like to take two Business

English
courses at the American Institute

of
New

York
and the

City
Bank

accepts
to introduce

me to this Institute The Course are
given

in

the
evening after

work hours Do
you

mind

waking arrangement
in order Viet Nam Project

Covers the turtion cost which would be around

$ 60)
and that

of
the test books?

I appreciate very
much

your arrangement

with
your family for having

me with them

during
the weekend I

really feel lovely
in

by
room.

Unfortunately ,
I have a little cold

how so I dare not
go

out. when I
feel

better

I'll call
you family

By
the

way,
I receive the Wall Street Journa

of
the N.Y edition thank

you
for

this

yours

Phan

154 Hicks Street

Brooklyn N.Y.



Mr. ham Quang Pham 
154 Hicks Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

Dear Pham: 

January 22, 1959 

Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period covering 
February let to the 15th, also letters to the American Institute Of 
New Yorlc. If you can g1 ve me the names of the books we will order 
them directly or buy them through the Institute and have th add 
this to the tuition bill. 

In addition• please find e:iclosed a copy of a letter badly typed 
by me that I have wrl. tten to my :friend Bob Leibundgut. 

~ineerely yours, 

FJ.sie Cunningham 
EC: Administrative Assistant 

Enc: Insurance I . D. card, ICA notice &. claim form 
Participant letter. newsletter and 
Per diem cheek No. 60064. 
cc: ltr/Leibundgut. 

January 22, 1959

Mr. Pham Quang Pham
154 Hicks Street
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Pham:

Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period covering
February 1st to the 15th, also letters to the American Institute of
New York. If you can give me the names of the books we will order
them directly or buy them through the Institute and have them add
this to the tuition bill.

In addition, please find enclosed a copy of a letter badly typed
by me that I have written to my friend Bob Leibundgut.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Administrative AssistantEC:ms

Enc: Insurance I.D. card, ICA notice & claim form
Participant letter, newsletter and
Per diem check No. 60064.
CC: ltr/Leibundgut.



Mr. Pham Quang Pham 
154 Hicks St. 
Brooklyn, New York 

Dear Pham: 

February 101 1959 

Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period from Februa!1' 16th 
to the 28th. As you might suspect Thoi and Chau contributed greatly to the 
successful operation of t he New Year's celebration for the Vietnamese here in 
East Lansing. Needless to say it sounds as if everyone had a good time 1 

altho ugh I am sure that they missed the able assistance of an additional 
willing worker. 

It took me over a day to recover from the Chinese celebration of the 
same occasion and I am now beginning to feel nonnal again. 

I was pleased to hear that you and Bob had made arrangements to lunch 
together and perh11.p:r get together over a weekend. He is the most unlikel y 
type of individual for the characterization of Brooklynite and in fact i.is 
accent is so remote from the normal in this environment as to make him quite 
dis tine ti ve. 

I t!'Ust that the weatrier has been less dist ressing in the New York area 
than here . We have had a series ~-first of snow (which still remains on the ground) 
then sleet, then rain, and then sleet again . Everything is just a sheet of ICE, 
and my car remains in the driveway! 

EC:ms 

Enc: HSU eheck63729 

Sincerely yours, 

Elsi e CUnningham 
Admi nistrati ve Assistant 

February 10, 1959

Mr. Pham Quang Pham
154 Hicks St.
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Pham:

Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period from February 16th
to the 28th. As you might suspect Thoi and Chau contributed greatly to the
successful operation of the New Year's celebration for the Vietnamese here in
East Lansing. Needless to say it sounds as if everyone had a good time
although I am sure that they missed the able assistance of an additional
willing worker.

It took me over a day to recover from the Chinese celebration of the
same occasion and I am now beginning to feel normal again.

I was pleased to hear that you and Bob had made arrangements to lunch

together and perhaps get together over a weekend. He is the most unlikely
type of individual for the characterization of Brooklynite and in fact his
accent is so remote from the normal in this environment as to make him quite
distinctive.

I trust that the weather has been less distressing in the New York area
than here. We have had a series effirst of snow (which still remains on the ground)
then sleet, then rain, and then sleet again. Everything is just a sheet of ICE.

and my car remains in the driveway!

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Administrative AssistantEC:ms

Enc: MSU check63729
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Thank
Qu

Saigon,
February

12th
1959

Dear Min
Elsie,

During
to

you
I

could
receivedthe

gift
sent

from
my

husband

before

and

<<
"Tet" I was

very happyI
thank

you very much.
my

hus l and said to me

soon

that
you

will
come in

Saigon. I aim to
make

acquaintance and
if want

your

I will invite
you to

taste

you

our
netnamese

cooking.
I am

very
sorry

to

that )

may
not

go
to us

first

and
improve

my
Englishafter to visit

your beautiful
country

my
hus band is

very happy
to be

there

He
says many good

things



about U.S.

Once
thankmore

you

Sincerely yours
mrs

Pham



Mr. Pham ~az:g Phan 
154 Hicks-street 
Brooklyn, New York 

Dear Mr. Pham: 

February 13, 1959 

Please find enclosed a check of $2.5, 

refund of your housing deposit during the 

fall term. 

I hope you are enjoying your stay in 

Hew York and has spent a Happy Tet there . 

Sincerely, 

Encl.: Check No . 65186 

February 13, 1959

Mr. Pham Quang Pham
154 Hicks-Street
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Mr. Pham:

Please find enclosed a check of $25,

refund of your housing deposit during the

fall term.

I hope you are enjoying your stay in

New York and has spent a Happy Tet there.

Sincerely,

Encl.: Check No.65186
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Brooklyn
Feb 17 1959

bean Miss Elsie

I am
very glad

to inform you
that wefe

my wife
has received the

jewelry you
had

sent her and she was
very happy

to wear

it
during

the Tet the asked me to send

her thanks to
you

I
probably

will be with the
Leifundguts

this weekend He appears
to the as a

very good

fellow Although
it doesn't show here it's still

cold and I'd rather stay
in

my
wom and

read I'm
the textbooks

of
MSU

I have
suggested

to Mr.
Liang

at the Fund

that if is better for
me to do

my training without

interration
until September and he has approved this

idea
saying

that it would be the best moment

because I would have the
opportunity

to observe

the
Meeting of

the
governors of

the Fund and

the Bank which will be held in
Washington on

Sept. 28.
you know, of don it like to move

for fear of
losing my

room which is
very

conveniently
located

lite

: it's 10 minutes from there

my
room to the Hath

thank so much
for your greetings May

the
year of

the
Pig

be
freitful

to
you

Pham



My greetings

E to this

ha

chau

Successful year
to



Mr. Pham Quang Pham 
154 Hicks Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

Dear Pham: 

February 19, 1959 

Thank you for your letter of February 17th. I am sure that the weather 
in Mew York City is no colder than the below zero temperatures of East Lansing, 
for the last few days . I also received a note from your wife the other day 
and I am pondering the possibilities of answering this in Vietnamese. Sheer 
imputence on my part. Also in the process of setting in the boss's chair the 
other day I discovered an English-Vietnamese dictionary in Mr. Sheinbaum's 
bookcase. Subsequently s ince he is now in Vietnam for three or four weeks 
I have borrowed same; -~~ a better source of answers than the small vocabulary 
available in the incomparable books on spoken Vietnamese. 

Believe it or not I think I might make some progress especially if I were 
ever able to convince my 11scoteh nature11 that a tape recorder was a reasonable 
investment. 

You do not mention in. your letters about the New Year ' s eve celebration 
in New York City. Mrs. Bach- Lan mentioned that there were 28 people there 
including three children whereas the group that celebrated here numbered 29 
including the Ban family. 

ECnns 

Sincerely yours, 

Elsie Cunningham 
Administrative Assistant 

February 19, 1959

Mr. Pham Quang Pham
154 Hicks Street
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Pham:

Thank you for your letter of February 17th. I am sure that the weather
in New York City is no colder than the below zero temperatures of East Lansing,
for the last few days. I also received a note from your wife the other day
and I am pondering the possibilities of answering this in Vietnamese. Sheer
imputence on my part. Also in the process of setting in the boss's chair the
other day I discovered an English-Vietnamese dictionary in Mr. Sheinbaum's
bookcase. Subsequently since he is now in Vietnam for three or four weeks
I have borrowed same, -as a better source of answers than the small vocabulary
available in the incomparable books on spoken Vietnamese.

Believe it or not I think I might make some progress especially if I were
ever able to convince my "scotch nature" that a tape recorder was a reasonable
investment.

You do not mention in your letters about the New Year's eve celebration
in New York City. Mrs. Bach-Lan mentioned that there were 28 people there
including three children whereas the group that celebrated here numbered 29
including the Ban family.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Administrative AssistantEC:ms



Mr. Pham ang Pham 
154 Hicks Street 
Brooklyn, New York 

Dear Fham: 

Februa:ry 20, 1959 

Your bank atatement arrived with your envelope torn open . I think 
this is due to the fact that they could not read the address through 
the envelope window section provided for it. 

Chan will be coming to New York this Saturda;y and will probably 
be in touch with Than whose telephone No . is RI 9- 872h, and also, of 
course, Frank Schiff of the Federal Reserve Bank. 

EC:ms 

Sincerely yours, 

Elsie Cunningham 
Administrative Assistant 

February 20, 1959

Mr. Pham Quang Pham
154 Hicks Street
Brooklyn, New York

Dear Pham:

Your bank statement arrived with your envelope torn open. I think
this is due to the fact that they could not read the address through
the envelope window section provided for it.

Chan will be coming to New York this Saturday and will probably
be in touch with Than whose telephone No. is RI 9-8724, and also, of
course, Frank Schiff of the Federal Reserve Bank.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Administrative AssistantEC:ms
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