
July 1 . , 1966 

H. E. Vu Van Thai 
Ambassador of the Republ ic of Viet Nam 
2251 "R" StreE>t Hv 
ashington 8, D. C. 

Dear Thai: 

I enjoy d talkin with you t ho othor mornin · , and will look fonrard to 
continui n , o· r co versation at an early date. 

In connection with the informational activities of the E.""Tlbassy , :tt occurred 
t .a that it would be ver-y- useful to scholars, j o rnalists, a.I!d the inter­
ested public as well, if the Embassy would put out a G mma y of the election 
law, pointin up the si 0 nificant para raphs and offe r i n a li~tle inter­
pretation o each. This doos not il.ean e ith · r oprintin the complete law -
since it is extremely long an . co .. pl ica eel- no Cl.oes it req i an elaborate 
analysis. It would, ho'llever, help Americans to understand so, cwhat better 
the le -al frame of ri[erence in . hich t he election will be held and, hope­
fully, improve their un .erstandi n a bit . 

By the sam tokeu no"¥ that all of the c· didates • av put or'.:.h tt.._ir names, 
it would be ext r emel' useful to r~ve one-paragraph bio r~phi6S of each o! 
these L dtvid als, Af ter all, os t America~..s 0 1 ot inr. a - t the kind 
of men an fioJten who il be dand · ates for t ecti n to the nst1 tuent 
Assembly an· ar therefore easy prey for careless or alicious ne.spaper 
men or politicians who seek to convey a particular impression of the character 
of the election and oththe candidates. In t his connection, it eems to me 
the ex er ence of t he Japanese d rin t le early 1950's is edi · yin , and I 
su gest as a model the kind of thlng hich t hey 1 ave don~;;: 

Le Van Vien . Age L2J married, 7 childrea; native oi' I on True Village, 
Ninh Hoa district, Tay Ninh province; school. teac 1-s r• f r 1 'J years; 
Cong Hoa (Republic party). 

I suggest the abo e imaginary material as an exampl e of what mi ht be done, 
compilation of candidates by party affiliation and other s uch breakdowns 
would undoubtedly be appreciated by ~our readers. 
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H. E. Vu Van Thai
Ambassador of the Republic of Viet Nam
2251 "R" Street NW

Washington 8, D. C.

Dear Thai:

I enjoyed talking with you the other morning, and will look forward to
continuing our conversation at an early date.

In connection with the informational activities of the Embassy, it occurred
tomas that it would be very useful to scholars, journalists, and the inter-
ested public as well, if the Embassy would put out a summary of the election
law, pointing up the significant paragraphs and offering a little inter-
pretation of each. This does not mean either reprinting the complete law -
since it is extremely long and complicated - nor does it require an elaborate
analysis. It would, however, help Americans to understand somewhat better
the legal frame of réference in which the election will be held and, hope-
fully, improve their understanding a bit.

By the same token now that all of the candidates have put forth their names,
it would be extremely useful to have one-paragraph biographies of each of
these individuals. After all, most Americans know nothing about the kind
of men and women who will be dandidates for election to the Constituent
Assembly and are therefore easy prey for careless or malicious newspaper
men or politicians who seek to convey a particular impression of the character
of the election and ofhthe candidates. In this connection, it seems to me
the experience of the Japanese during the early 1950's is edifying, and I

suggest as a model the kind of thing which they have done:

Le Van Vien. Age 42; married, 7 children; native of Long True Village,
Ninh Hoa district, Tay Ninh province; school teacher for 10 years;
Cong Hoa (Republic party).

I suggest the above imaginary material as an example of what might be done,
compilation of candidates by party affiliation and other such breakdowns
would undoubtedly be appreciated by your readers.
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I wnderstand very well that this would entail a great deal of trouble .ler 
your lready over-burdened staff. But perha s Linh, with 1iss Capps's 
assistance, could work up this material for the Embassy's use. In any 
case, whether it is tlaaible or not in your opinion, ft seemed to me 
i mportant enough to bring it to your i mmediate attention. 

Cordially yours, 

esley • , is hel 
Professor 

WRF/ ghg 
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I understand very well that this would entail a great deal of trouble for
your already over-burdened staff. But perhaps Linh, with Miss Capps's
assistance, could work up this material for the Embassy's use. In any
case, whether it is feasible or not in your opinion, It seemed to me

important enough to bring it to your immediate attention.

Cordially yours,

Wesley R. Fishel
Professor

WRF/ghg
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