
Tokyo , l:e I Octobre I955 

er Monsieur FISHEL , 

Je n ' av is ~s pu vous ecrire plus t o a a t perdu 

votre adresse . Je tiens a vous remercier de votre l~re si encou a eant e 

et si amicale . 

Je crois que e r erai u Viet am a l a fin de 

ce moiE. J' aur is vou~u le ire plus t t mais rna 'ambe n ' est pas encore 

solide . 

Comme vous le s vez s~ns oute, le 3 Octobre e ce 

mois ura lieu l e 
)..tc.~ 1..' 

referendum~par Le President GO Dirffi DI 1 pour mettre 

fin u regime de Bao Dai et pour consolider son Go vernement en vue des 

t ibes futures . e crois qu ' il arr'vera mais ce sera pas snns iffi~ 
G.IU' J~~ .t-c..n.e.-___... 

culte ,~opposition sourde des Frangais (du mains de quelques el ements 

attardes ) des Cod i stes et des p~rtis s es oa H o au ·ourd'hui eparpil 

les et tenus en suspicion, sans compter l ' a it tic Viet i da s 1 ' · te-

rieur mainte t que de sques a s i~o , les ca res se refugient a l a 

c pa ne . J' espere que les cercl es o iciel s e v shi n to demeure t co ~ 

me par le passe su fisammen eelaires etcontinus dan leur support pour 

aider le Presi de t a fra c ir l e der ier c p.Un c~ ement ' ttel e et 

de dircction
1
comne cer· , i nes rumeurs. interessees sembl en le f ' re accro 

roi re
1 

e pourr •t que perturber gr vement une sit ion ej a suf isament 

elic te et COmpliquee et en VOie de progressive re UC io pAr ~~ te citL 

u Presi dent lui~~me . e souh iterai vivement que vous ous serez ' 
~ et e f'cient secours dans cette circons r nce . Je vous en remercie bie 

vivement p8r avance . 

Je voudrais pro iter de cette occasio pour vous del.TIA.t. 

er e me re e le service suivnn I si c ' est s vo re corden. J ' i ac u 

tuelle ent u J on un etudiant vietnamien qui a 8j a so baccalaur e tn 

Tokyo ,le I2 Octobre I955

Cher Monsieur FISHEL ,

Je n'avais pas pu vous écrire plus tot ayant perdu

votre adresse.Je tiens à vous remercier de votre lettre si encouragente

et si amicale.

Je crois que je retrerai au Sud Viet Nam à la fin de

ce mois.J'aurais voulu le faire plus tot mais ma jambe n'est pas encore

solide.

Comme vous le savez sons doute, le 23 Octobre de ce

dicile'
mois aura lieu le referendum par Le Président NGO DINH DIEM pour mettre

fin au régime de Bao Dai et pour consolider son Gouvernement en vue des

tashes futures. Je crois qu'il y arrivera mais ce ne sera pas sans diffie
can i note encore

culté,"opposition sourde des Français (du moins de quelques éléments

attardés) des Caodaistes et des partisans des Hoa Hao aujourd'hui éparpil

lés et tenus en suspicion, sans compter l'agitation Viet MinH dans l'inté-

rieur maintenant que démasqués à Saigon,les cadres se réfugient à la

camapagne .J'espère que les cercles officiels de Washington demeurent com

me par le passé suffisamment églairés etcontinus dans leur support pour

aider le Président à franchir le dernier cap.Un chagement d'attelage et

de direction certaines rumeurs. intéressées semblent le faire accro

roire
,ne pourrait que perturber gravement une situation deja suffisament

délicate et compliquée et en voie de progressive réduction par la tenacité

realdu Président lui-meme.Je souhaiterai vivement que vous nous serez d'un

a et efficient secours dans cette circonstance.Je vous en remercie bien

vivement par avance.

Je voudrais profiter de cette occasion pour vous deman

der de me rendre le service suivant si c'est dans votre "corde".J'ai actu

tuellement au Ja on un étudiant vietnamien qui a déjà son baccalaureat RR



\ 

ran~Ris complet ( sciences exper~mn es conseil e , il est venu 

au Japon f aire ses etudes comme boursier du Gouvernement e ce p~ys.On 

l ' a oblige a f i re un an d ' apprentiss ge e langue ·aponaise mais on 

I 
~ es pas dis ose a dmettre l ' equivaler.ce de son iplo~e pour lui per-

rn.e re de continuer ses ~ udes de sciences physiques (nucle ires ) . Il 

m' a em~~ e de voir s ' il y a une possibili te pour lui d ' aller aux 

E ts Unis aux m ms ins. ussi1vous demanderai- ·e de voir si l ' Universi te 

de Michigan ser::~i d-: sposee a lui l''l.CCOr er le bourse ou un financement 

quelconque propre a lui onner une sui e im.le a ses etudies . C' est un 

gar~on qui parle bien 1 ' n l~is , ien e uqu3 et resolument anti-communi ste 

S'il etRit bien conseill~ au ' bu , ceetainemen il ser~ it all8 trouver 

l e Service cultl~rel americ, rim pour ::tire pqrt de ses desi er ta . J e serai 

tres heurettx si.vous pouvi ez faire quelque chose po r lui , le plus t Ot 

po ·b e , e serait 1 mieux. J e vous pr·e 'agr~er mes sinceres remer-

cimen s . 

En ~ten ant de vous lire bientot, j e vous prie de vouloir 

transmettre meshomnages respectueux a a ame FI SHEL et croire a meq~se -

ti~nts cordialemen devoues . / . 

NGUYill· NGOC 

2

français complet (sciences experimentales) .Mal conseillé ,il est venu

au Japon faire ses études comme boursier du Gouvernement de ce pays.On

l'a obligé à faire un an d'apprentissage de langue japonaise mais on

n'est pas disposé à admettre l'équivalence de son diplone pour lui per-

mettre de continuer ses études de sciences physiques (nucleaires).II

m'a demandé de voir s'il y a une possibilité pour lui d'aller aux

Etats Unis aux mems fins.Aussi, vous demanderai-je de voir si l'Université

de Michigan serait disposée à lui accorder une bourse ou un financement

quelconque propre à lui donner une suite finale à ses études.C'est un

garçon qui parle bien l'Anglais,bien éduqué et résolument anti-communiste

S'il était bien conseillé au début,certainement il sereit allé trouver

le Service culturel americann pour faire part de ses desiderata.Je serai

très heureux si vous pouvi ez faire quelque chose pour lui,le plus tot

possible,ce serait le mieux.Je vous prie d'agréer mes sincères remer-

ciments.

En attendant de vous lire bientot, je vous prie de vouloir

transmettre meshommages respectueux à Madame FISHEL et croire à messane

timnts cordialement devoues./.

NGUYEN NGOC THO



Dr. Fishel 
r-1.s.e. 
East Landing, Michigan. 

Dear Dr. Fishel: 

Saigon, May 4th 1955. 

I had ~oped that we would hear from each other earlier, but I am sure 

it was not possible for you as well as for me to keep our correspondence up 

to date. 

As you probably know, I had the opportunity of going with the Delegation 

of Vietnam to Baddung. A very interesting experience, but a most tiring trip• , 

because of the exhausting work •• I was for the whole week the official inter­

preter and private secre~tary of THOAI, the chief delegate, thus being e. -two 

way receiver and b~oadaasting radio during all sessions and discussions •• 

and aao because of the uneasy •coexistence• we had to live with the VietMinh 

and other pro-communist delegations duri ng the conference. All ended well, · 

because the Communists did not sucfeeted in having the Geneva Agreements appro-

ved by the Conference as they had planned. 

The more alarming developments t hese recent daysJmade me thing that you 
I ~ 

would be of extreme value he:z:oe. The President has been tliffi cul t to .aee- recent-

ly and we see aga:in the same group of people we saw at the very beginning of 

the gaae a NHU (of course!), TRA..'N' CHANH THANH, TCN THAT 'J!RACH etc... Even 

Do vang Ly has been called to help out! I think essential however that during 

these difficult tbmes the President should be most receptive to all voices 

provided they come from sources,! other than Communist • On the contrary, it 
~ 

lookslike the President is being isolated from influences which are not 

controllable by Mr. Nhu, for instance such m~ as THOAI who has resigned 

recently because precisely of the isolation of the President behind a small 

group of people, thus following a policy which disr@gaMs popular opinion 

and risking to lead him to failure. 

Saigon, May 4th 1955.

Dr. fishel
M.S.O.
East Landing, Michigan.

Dear Dr.
Fishel :

I had heoped that we would hear from each other earlier, but I am sure

it was not possible for you as well as for me to keep our correspondence up

to date.

As you probably know, I had the opportunity of going with the Delegation

of Vietnam to Bandung. A very interesting experience, but a most tiring trip,

because of the exhausting work ** I was for the whole week the official inter-

preter and private secreatary of THOAI, the chief delegate, thus being a two

way receiver and broadcasting radio during all sessions and discussions

and also because of the uneasy "coexistence" we had to live with the VietMinh

and other pro-communist delegations during the conference. All ended well,

because the Communists did not sucfeeded in having the Geneva Agreements appro-

ved by the Conference as they had planned.
here

The more alarming developments these recent days made me thing that you
Reach

would be of extreme value here. The President has been difficult to see recent-

ly and we see again the same group of people we saw at the very beginning of

the game : NHU (of course!), TRAN CHANH THANH, TON THAT TRACH etc Even

Do vang Ly has been called to help out! I think essential however that during

these difficult times the President should be most receptive to all voices

provided they come from sources other than Communist . . On the contrary, it

lookslike the President is being isolated from influences which are not

controllable by Mr. Nhu, for instance such mean as THOAI who has resigned

recently because precisely of the isolation of the President behind a small

group of people, thus following a policy which disrggadds popular opinion

and risking to lead him to failure.



ThePresident remaias the same, a person endowed with certain invaluable 
l ... t 

qaliities, andin these troubled times, he has gained the f/ respect and 

ad.Jliration of many people. The Army add the People are standing firmly 

behind him and that aiix1s all he needs 1 to succeed. Besides, the recent 

events though un£ortuna~e, bave the good result o~ prvving to the world 

that South VN does not like any more Bao Dai than the French, and that 

now is a good time for gadning}in a decisive and well calculated step, 

what we dould not achieve tax since 1945. 

There afle many things which can anly be seen ami said from me to you 
~ 

if you ar~ but could not be written on paper. I dont know what are your 

plans, but if you can come back to VN, it will be very good for t he President 

to have around him the advices of somebody who wants to help him add may be 

more 1 objective andcool headed 1 th~ himswlf durin~ these difficult times. 

In the next few weeks or days, the/ future of Vietnammay be dtcided. 

If there is any way ;ou could help, please investigate. It is essential 

for Vietnam not to be forsaken by her friends; it is prmmordial for Pres i­
-t> 

dent Diem to be well advised ancy follow a right course of policy now, a 

policy of national union ad responstbilitx, not a policy of family or group 

responsibility. 

Let me wish you the best success for your work. My regards to Mrs. 

Fishel and to all our frien•s. Mai ~oins me in expressiing these wishes~ 

Nguyen Thai 
iJ Apartment no. 1; 
Building Frederic Drouhe~ 
(Pres Place Khai Dinh) Saigon. 

Cordially, 

ThePresident remains the same, a person endowed with certain invaluable

qualities, andin these troubled times, he has gained the t/ respect and

admiration of many people. The Army and the People are standing firmly

behind him and that allx's all he needs f to succeed. Besides, the recent

events though unfortunate, have the good result off proving to the world

that South VN does not like any more Bao Dai then the French, and that

now is a good time for ganning in a decisive and well calculated step,

what we dould not achieve inx since 1945.

There are many things which can only be seen and said from me to you
here

if you are, but could not be written on paper. I dont know what are your

plans, but if you can come back to VN, it will be very good for the President

to have around him the advices of somebody who wants to help him and may be

more "objective andcool headed" that himself during these difficult times.

In the next few weeks or days, the future of Vietnammay be decided.

If there is any way you could help, please investigate. It is essential

for Vietnam not to be forsaken by her friends; it is prémordial for Presi-

dent Diem to be well advised and follow a right course of policy now, a

policy of national union ad responsability, not a policy of family or group

responsibility.

Let me wish you the best success for your work. My regards to Mrs.

Fishel and to all our friends. Mai boins me in expressing these wishes.

Cordially,

Nguyen Thai
13 Apartment no. 13
Building Frederic Drouhet

(Pres Place Khai Dinh) Saigon.

PS
Please

give

the enclosed letter which

foyoth
print to Prsh Hamal Thanks



BIO -DATA SHEET 

Full Name • • • • (.Mr.) Tr&:n Lon& 

Present Address • International Cooperation Administration 
1624 H Street, N.w., Boom lo4-H 
Washington 25, D.c. 

Place of Birth sa' 58 ph&' Phuvinh, Phatdiem 
Ninhbinh, Vietnam 

Date of Birth • • June 8, 1928 

Parents' Names Tran xuan Nl4t & Nguye~ th~ ulng {both living) 

Parents' Address 50'~ DUdng Lang 21 
Giadinh, Vietnam 

Primary Education . • Phatdiem Parish School, run by Christian Brothers, from 
19~ to 194o, with •certii~cat d 1Etudea Primaires.• 

Secondary Education • St. Paul's Minor Seminary, Phucnhac, 194o-1944 and Cellege 
Louis Pasteur, Hanoi, 1944-1945. In 1945, when I was in 
• Classe de Premiere" at College Louis Pasteur, the war broke 
out and I lost school from that time until early in 1950 
when I came to Paris, France. 

University Education University of Portland from 1950 to 1954 with a B.S. in 
Industrial Administration Magna cum Laude in May 1954· 

Syracuse University from 1954 to 1955 with a M.A. in 
Economics-Public Administration in June 1955· 

Received a three~nth program of training and observation 
in Budget Administration under the sponsorship of the 
International Cooperation Administration-

Governmental Work • • At the present, I am considered as an employee of the 
Ministry of Finance and Economic,.J Affairs (in the Bureau of 
the Budget), Saigon, Vietnam. 

Other Experience President, 195~-5'4, 1954-55, Vietnamese Catholdc Students' 
Association in America. Member, Delta Epsilon Sigma, a 
National Scholastic Honor Society. Member, Alpha Kappa Psi, 
National Business Administration Society. Member, American 
Economic Association • 

. ~~ 
Tran Long 
Washington 25, D.C. 
September 15, 1955 

BIO-DATA SHEET

(Mr.) Tran LongFull Name

International Cooperation AdministrationPresent Address
1624 H Street, N.W., Rocm 104-H
Washington 25, D.C.

so 58 Phô Phuvinh, PhatdiemPlace of Birth
Ninhbinh, Vietnam

June 8, 1928Date of Birth

Tran xuan Nhat & Nguy en thi Lang (both living)Parents' Names

so 36 Duding Lang 21Parents' Address
Giadinh, Vietnam

Phatdiem Parish School, run by Christian Brothers, fromPrimary Education
1934 to 1940, with "Certificat d'Etudes Primaires."

St. Paul's Minor Seminary, Phucnhac, 1940-1944 and CollegeSecondary Education
Louis Pasteur, Hanoi, 1944-1945. In 1945, when I was in
"Classe de Premiere" at College Louis Pasteur, the war broke
out and I lost school from that time until early in 1950
when I came to Paris, France.

University of Portland from 1950 to 1954 with a B.S. inUniversity Education
Industrial Administration Magna cum Laude in May 1954.

Syracuse University from 1954 to 1955 with a M.A. in
Economics-Public Administration in June 1955.

Received a three-month program of training and observation
in Budget Administration under the sponsorship of the
International Cooperation Administration.

At the present, I am considered as an employee of theGovernmental Work
Ministry of Finance and Economics Affairs (in the Bureau of
the Budget), Saigon, Vietnam.

President, 1953-54, 1954-55, Vietnamese Catholdc Students'Other Experience
Association in America. Member, Delta Epsilon Sigma, a
National Scholastic Honor Society. Member, Alpha Kappa Psi,
National Business Administration Society. Member, American
Economic Association.

Isau
long

Tran Long
Washington 25, D.C.
September 15, 1955



MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 

OF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED SCIENCB • BAST LANSING 

VIBTNAM PROJECT • OFFICB OF COORDINATOR 

TRANSLATION 

Washington I7 -ID-$6 

Dear b~her Thien, 

I have just arrived from our country, and learnt from brother Tai 
that yeu have just ceme to Y.ichigan frem france, and se I hurried 
to write to you to ask after your health, 

My name is TU BO CHUONG; I am sure you remember me: you met me 
in France and in London. 

May I ask you to inquire whether there is in Michigan a school 
which has mtat'*pk«d acceded te the Vietnam's Gevernment reque:st 
for training cadres in the field of pelice and Security. How 
long would the training last, and how are living conditions there. 
lihlst one apply for a schelarship here or at heme. I understand 
that you know Professor Fishel quite well; so please give me 
help with regard to the foregoing questions. 

This is a true statement of my position. When I was in France, 
I studied at the "Ecole Superieure de Police in Paris" for two 
years. Then I went to London for training fer a few months, then 
I went back to work in North Vietnam. I moved to the South.:bl: In 
March I was chosen and sent te Singapore to study Counterespionnage. 
At present I have been sent here to study Police and Security. I 
am in the "International Association of Chiefs of Police", comprising 
IO countries and I8 representatives. I am following courses at 
the International Police Service, shall stay here 4 weeks, then I 
shall go to Lafayette fer about two months. The full training 
program extends over 6 months. I want to get prepared se that 
after this course I shall be able to go to Michigan fer further 
study for there are few opportunities and I do not want to miss them. 

Having learnt that you are there, so may I ask you about cost 
of living there. I am paid 8 dollars a day at present, and my 
salary at hane goes to the keeping ef my family. 

I understand that 6 people will come to Michigan to study Police 
and Security, is that correst? When I left, they we1~ gatting 
ready. 

1kr next letter will 

TO BE DEDICATED Htlf TO THE UNFINISHED WORK •• • ... 

LINCOLN 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

OF AGRICULTURE AND APPLIED SCIENCE EAST LANSING

VIETNAM PROJECT OFFICE OF COORDINATOR

TRANSLATION

Washington 17-10-85

Dear brother Thien,

I have just arrived from our country, and learnt from brother Tai
that you have just come to Michigan from France, and se I hurried
to write to you to ask after your health,

My name is TU BO CHUONG; I am sure you remember me: you met me
in France and in London.

May I ask you to inquire whether there is in Michigan a school
which has accupated acceded to the Vietnam's Government request
for training cadres in the field of police and Security. How
long would the training last, and how are living conditions there.
Must one apply for a scholarship here or at home. I understand
that you know Professor Fishel quite well; so please give me
help with regard to the foregoing questions.

This is a true statement of my position. When I was in France,
I studied at the "Ecole Superieure de Police in Paris" for two

years. Then I went to London for training for a few months, then
I went back to work in North Vietnam. I moved to the South.in In
March I was chosen and sent to Singapore to study Counterespionnage.
At present I have been sent here to study Police and Security. I
am in the "International Association of Chiefs of Police", comprising
IO countries and I8 representatives. I am following courses at
the International Police Service, shall stay here 4 weeks, then I
shall go to Lafayette for about two months. The full training
program extends over 6 months. I want to get prepared so that

hander

after this course I shall be able to go to Michigan for further

to study for there are few opportunities and I de not want to miss them.

Having learnt that you are there, so may I ask you about cost
of living there. I am paid 8 dollars a day at present, and my
salary at home goes to the keeping of my family.

I understand that 6 people will come to Michigan to study Police
and Security, is that correst? When I left, they were gatting
ready.

Many good wishes and many wishes for luck. My next letter will
STATE be longer.

SECURITY

TU BO CHUONG c/o Pham Dang Tai ,Embassy of VietNam
225I R.S? Washington DC

entennial BE DEDICATED HERE TO THE UNFINISHED WORK"IT IS FOR US THE LIVING TO
1655-1955 LINCOLN



:·~ 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

OFFICEOFTHEASSISTANTCHIEFOFSTAFF,G-2,1NTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

Dr. Wesley Fishel 
Michigan State College 
Governmental Research Bureau 
East Lansing, NJ.chigan 

Dear Wesley: 

May 20, 1955 

I want to thank you for your very prompt, courteous answer just 
received a few minutes a go, and I am delighted that you were willing 
to take the trouble on my behalf as your answer indicated. I feel 
that I could be of considerable use to the program,. and I am very 
definitely interested in pursuing the possibilities to a logical 
conclusion. 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of hastily gotten together per­
sonal data which probably will serve as an indication of my background. 
If you feel that this is inadequate or in need of better presentation, 
please don't hesitate to advise me as I must admit that as far as job 
hunting is concerned, I am a neophyte. 

In reading over the data sheet I note that there is no specific 
reference to my language qualifications which, incidentally, now are 
not as outstanding as they were some years ago. However, I do handle 
with a fair degree of fluency Danish, Swedish and Norwegian languages, 
and to a lesser degree German and Japanese. 1zy" French i s of t he 
reading variety and I lack confidence in its oral employment. The 
former five langua ges , however, after a s hort period of reindoctrina­
tion, I should be able to handle satisfactorily, except possibly on 
the highest plenary level. 

Thanking you once more for your very welcome letter and sending 
you very best regards, I remain 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
1 Encl 

Biog Sketch 

OF

STATE

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANTCHIEF OF STAFF, G-2, INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

SECURITY
STAILS

May 20, 1955

Dr. Wesley Fishel
Michigan State College
Governmental Research Bureau
East Lansing, Michigan

Dear Wesley:

I want to thank you for your very prompt, courteous answer just
received a few minutes ago, and I am delighted that you were willing
to take the trouble on my behalf as your answer indicated. I feel
that I could be of considerable use to the program, and I am very
definitely interested in pursuing the possibilities to a logical
conclusion.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of hastily gotten together per-
sonal data which probably will serve as an indication of my background.
If you feel that this is inadequate or in need of better presentation,
please don't hesitate to advise me as I must admit that as far as job
hunting is concerned, I am a neophyte.

In reading over the data sheet I note that there is no specific
reference to my language qualifications which, incidentally, now are
not as outstanding as they were some years ago. However, I do handle
with a fair degree of fluency Danish, Swedish and Norwegian languages,
and to a lesser degree German and Japanese. My French is of the

reading variety and I lack confidence in its oral employment. The
former five languages, however, after a short period of reindoctrina-
tion, I should be able to handle satisfactorily, except possibly on
the highest plenary level.

Thanking you once more for your very welcome letter and sending
you very best regards, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Kai

1 Encl
Biog Sketch
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MIOHIGAI S!ATJ UllflftiM 
Vietnu 'feobnioal A .. 1•tance ProJect 

Octotaer 20, 1955 

l'ROII: W&lter w • . Moe~~ 
' .• 

SUB.JICT: Jtenonnel IHQ ot the 11el4 Adldn11tat1on froJMt 

TbU ~- 1a 1n ""poue to ou.r reaent 41MltU1on on tM penonnal. DMda 
ot the P1eld Ada1niatrat1on ProJect. .U I cUac.aed v1tb. JOU; tht'ee ackl1t1oral 
C~eraona u. daapemtely ntte4ed. Br1etl7, ve neecl the follOViJa&: 

1. A couultant tor three Mfttha~ troa ap~teJ.7 an~ 15 to AprU 15. 
'lhia pea.on lbl)uld hllv• the folloving qual1ttoat1aaat 

a. A top...leMl regional t1eld peNOn 1n the hdeal gove~nt 
ot the u.s. 1 prete~bl;v • regional 41rtotQ1" V1tb broad 
pract1oe.l •aperienoe in &l'Q" one ot the tollowiltg p~: 
rqional 41re.tor ott~ C1Y11 hi'Y1oe Colaiaa1on, rea1ona1 
411"ector ot hMJ'U Servtaea Ada1n1atnt1on, NCional. 41rectOr 
ot the Depa~ ot llalth1 ldueatian, and. V.ltare, or 
regional ci1NOtOI' or the .l)epertaent ot ,labor. . 

b. A cletailecl lmoVle4p ot the u.a. gNnt .. 1n..a14 Q'at••· 

o. lreteNbl7 a penon 'Who bad beld a politioal ott1oe or whO 
tad 1'\l'l tor ,pol1t1cal ottice •• well u a career C1T11 Hrnnt. 

4. lt l ... t ten yean ot J)Nfft!oal t1elcl vot"k clea1in8 in edll1nil• 
tRI1Te revten, bUdget reo~ndat1011B tmder t!Mt gtl.nt-1n..a1d 
antea, tDd/or 1ntors.d on the U.J. t1aoa1 pl"'CMMdurea and 
pol1o1•· 

•· i4M1niatrat1ve ~lpOna1b111t7 tor a large ada2n1atrattv. atatt 
ot ,00 ·OJ' JICm!t. 

I woulel .-nt ttUa peraon to be available tor oonaul~t1on on tbe folloWing 
att4tl'l ~ 

a. To rntev the •tertal Vbioh w bave al~ COJIPleted ·ams 
c-nt on tbe ... 

b. fo. -t the 11n1atel'l V1th Whoa w have been vorklng and diacuu 
tbil· acJajmttre.tiva poltt1eal ~·· 

c. .lfo obNrve an4 41•ouaa ttae work plahl iUl4 a4Y1• teohntoal aD4 
aa.sn.t•trative ~~ tor ovel'-all preeentat1on. 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
Vietnam Technical Assistance Project

October 20, 1955Edward W. WeidnerTO:

Walter W. ModeFROM:

SUBJECT: Personnel Needs of the Field Administration Project

This memorandum is in response to our recent discussion on the personnel needs
of the Field Administration Project. As I discussed with you, three additional
persons are desperately needed. Briefly, we need the following:

1. A consultant for three months, from approximately January 15 to April 15.
This person should have the following qualifications:

a. A top-level regional field person in the Federal government
of the U.S., preferably a regional director with broad
practical experience in any one of the following programs:
regional director of the Civil Service Commission, regional
director of General Services Administration, regional director
of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, or
regional director of the Department of Labor.

b. A detailed knowledge of the U.S. grant-in-aid system.

c. Preferably a person who had held a political office or who
had run for political office as well as a career civil servant.

d. At least ten years of practical field work dealing in adminis-
trative reviews, budget recommendations under the grant-in-aid
system, and/or informed on the U.S. fiscal procedures and
policies.

e. Administrative responsibility for a large administrative staff
of 300 or more.

I would want this person to be available for consultation on the following
matters:

To review the material which we have already completed anda.
comment on the same.

b. To meet the Ministers with whom we have been working and discuss
the administrative political areas.

C. To observe and discuss the work plans and advise technical and
administrative ways for over-all presentation.
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d. To advise and consult with us on simplified procedures,
especially on fiscal, budgetary, and administrative.

To consult and advise on relations of central government,e.
regional government, provincial government, and local
government.

A long-experienced field man, a person who has had a variety of experiences2.
in the field and field work, both as to program and as to variety of
duties. He should be a person who has traveled extensively on regional
field work, and whose training and experience have been in public adminis-
tration, social work, business administration, or a combination of any of
these. Preferably he should have at least a master's degree and hopefully
a Federal government employee who has worked with the central office in
Washington as well as the state and local governmental units in the states.
His main duties would be to give balance to our staff of practical knowledge
on field administration problems. He should be engaged for no less than
two years.

Organization and methods examiner. This person should have 0 and M3.
experience, with special knowledge on procedural development. For instance,
he should know work processes, development of flow charts, policy and
procedures on specific unit basis, probably some cost accounting. If
possible, someone who has had administrative assistant's experience in a
large governmental office. If possible, someone who has been an expediter
during the War or who would have worked on surveys and management planning.
His specific duties would be that of policy and procedures analyst, who
would be able to work with the various Ministries to determine the flow of
work. He should be in a position to give specific recommendations on work
procedures and would hopefully work into the implementation phase of the
field administration project.

Walter W. Mode

policies.



Office of Chief Advisor 

r1ICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
Vietnam Advisory Team 

To: Dr. Charles C. Killingsworth, Coordinator 

From: Dr. EdHard W. Weidner , Chief Advisor 

Subject: Staff Additions 

October 29, 1955 

In re-reading my memorandum of October 24 entitled additional economist I think that 
some of my ideas on adding staff were not as clear as they could be. Therefore I am 
restat ing the i deas so that no question will arise. 

1. Replace Vleidner with lve s. 

2. Replace Smuckler with another polit i cal scientist (I will handle this wheryf get 
back to East Lansing }. 

3. Replace Bell with an accountant or economist. 

4. Thirty-first person t o be ei ther an accountant or economist (the idea being that 
one accountant and one economist will be added but it can be flexible as to whether 
one or the other is the thirty-first or the replacement for Bell). 

5· Three addi t ional people for field administration project. 

6. A six month consultant for the presidency project (not in our quota of 31}. 

7· A six month consultant for the field administration project (not in our quota of 
31). 

8. ~~s. McKeen and Mrs. Cole to be secr etaries, preferably on the local payroll. 

9. Ryan would be in the additional quota of 12 police specialists. 

10. McKeen to work in the executive office with Sanderson taking over as executive 
officer . 

11. Higbee to be a general number two man on the arrival of McKeen. 

12. ~10 secretaries-administrative assistants as part of the additional police 
quota group. 

13. Snyder to be transferred to economic projects on arrival of three additional fie l d 
administration people. 

I do hope you can send all these people to us very quickly since we are badly i n need 
of them. We are working on the housing and other things and by the time you can give 
us names and additional ETA 1 s we t-Jill have it licked even without a permanent disbursing 
solution . 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY
Vietnam Advisory Team

October 29, 1955
Office of Chief Advisor

Dr. Charles C. Killingsworth, CoordinatorTo:

Dr. Edward W. Weidner, Chief AdvisorFrom:

Staff AdditionsSubject:

In re-reading my memorandum of October 24 entitled additional economist I think that
some of my ideas on adding staff were not as clear as they could be. Therefore I am
restating the ideas so that no question will arise.

1. Replace Weidner with Wes.

2. Replace Smuckler with another political scientist (I will handle this when get
back to East Lansing).

3. Replace Bell with an accountant or economist.

4. Thirty-first person to be either an accountant or economist (the idea being that
one accountant and one economist will be added but it can be flexible as to whether
one or the other is the thirty-first or the replacement for Bell).

5. Three additional people for field administration project.

6. A six month consultant for the presidency project (not in our quota of 31) .

7. A six month consultant for the field administration project (not in our quota of
31)

8. Mrs. McKeen and Mrs. Cole to be secretaries, preferably on the local payroll.

9. Ryan would be in the additional quota of 12 police specialists.

10. McKeen to work in the executive office with Sanderson taking over as executive
officer.

11. Higbee to be a general number two man on the arrival of McKeen.

12. Two secretaries-administrative assistants as part of the additional police
quota group.

Snyder to be transferred to economic projects on arrival of three additional field13.
administration people.

I do hope you can send all these people to us very quickly since we are badly in need
of them. We are working on the housing and other things and by the time you can give
us names and additional ETA's we will have it licked even without a permanent disbursing
solution.



MI CHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY VHiTNA11 PROJ ECT 
SPECIJ,fEN SCHEDULE (SUMMARY) 

The t hree-week progr am, wh1ch is required of all personnel being sent b 
MSU to Vietnam; i ncludes 98 hours of intensive l anguage instruction, of which 
69 hours are compulsory class sessions and 29 ·hours voluntar evening refresher 
sessions . ·Ins truction is on a -siX-daJl ... 'J?er-week basis. 

Broken--down further, ·the program includes 32 · 1/2 hours of l ecture and' discussion 
concerning Vietnam and t he position of the MSU Project member t here, 7 hours 
of films about Viatnam ··or otherwise pertinent to t he Projaet, -a nd 5 1/2 - hours 
of adJilinistra:·tive briefing a nd -formal trt p preparat-ion.- -

A library of nea rlY 100 volumes dealing with Indochi na is sat a side at ea ch 
briefing program for the use of t he group. Also available totham are a file 
of clippi ngs fro-m the New ork Times ; a nd -current ··fil es of the Journal d 1 Bxtrema 
Orient, Bu·lJ:etin du Viet Nron, Vie tnam Embassy Bulletin, Ti mes . of Vietnam, 
FBIS Da ily Reports, ·and other useful litera ture , officia l _a nd unofficiar, 
relati ng to Vietnam, US Foreign-PoJ.icy , -us Technical Assistance· Progr ams, etc. 
A packet of such liter a ture is \i1.stributed a;t t he s t art of t he t hree- week 
progr am to each member of t·ha ·group. 

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY VIETNAM PROJECT
SPECIMEN SCHEDULE (SUMMARY)

The three-week program, which is required of all personnel being sent by
MSU to Vietnam, includes 98 hours of intensive language instruction, of which
69 hours are compulsory class sessions and 29 hours voluntary evening refresher
sessions. Instruction is on a six-day-per-week basis.

Broken down further, the program includes 32 1/2 hours of lecture and discussion
concerning Vietnam and the position of the MSU Project member there, 7 hours
of films about Vietnam or otherwise pertinent to the Project, and 5 1/2 hours
of administrative briefing and formal trip preparation.

A library of nearly 100 volumes dealing with Indochina is set aside at each
briefing program for the use of the group. Also available tothem are a file
of clippings from the New York Times, and current files of the Journal d'Extreme
Orient, Bulletin du Viet Nam, Vietnam Embassy Bulletin, Times of Vietnam,
FBIS Daily Reports, and other useful literature, official and unofficial,
relating to Vietnam, US Foreign Policy, US Technical Assistance Programs, etc.

A packet of such literature is distributed at the start of the three-week

program to each member of the group.



Dr . Wesley R. Fishel , November 9, 195 5, page 2 

Minister of In t erior, is just about ready to be fi red any day simply 
because Diem can 1 t stand the competition . Since this i ntimately af ­
f ects both our field administration and po l i ce program we are pret ty 
sick about i t . They may really ha ve an Army run country with Diem per­
mitting no opposition . I am not saying t hey will I am saying it is 
possible and we must fight now a nd ve ry hard to see if we can prevent 
this from happen i ng . Among other t hings Diem is considering transfer ­
ring the Civil Guard from the Ministry of Inte r ior t o the Army which 
would be a ve r y t errible blo~ Unl ess we get our a id program for t he 
Civil Guard through immediately we won 1 t ha ve much opportunity to com­
bat the pot of gold whi ch Diem sees in MAAG. 

Dr. Wesley R. Fishel, November 9, 1955, page 2

Minister of Interior, is just about ready to be fired any day simply
because Diem can't stand the competition. Since this intimately af--
fects both our field administration and police program we are pretty
sick about it. They may really have an Army run country with Diem per-
mitting no opposition. I am not saying they will I am saying it is
possible and we must fight now and very hard to see if we can prevent
this from happening. Among other things Diem is considering transfer-
ring the Civil Guard from the Ministry of Interior to the Army which
would be a very terrible blow. Unless we get our aid program for the
Civil Guard through immediately we won't have much opportunity to com-
bat the pot of gold which Diem sees in MAAG.



Jack -

I know it's a minor item, but some of these students ~eem a 
bit fidgety and suspicious of Do Va~Ly. For what you may consider 
it worth, the following is what I have learned of him-- and I 
might add that when I was with Diem in ll~·aahington last year Ly 
scoffed at my advice to Diem from time to time, assured him he was 
very realistic in his views, would make a damn fine Premier, etc. 
All this in what I felt was rather slippery opportunist style. But 
Diem seemed to be taken in. Ergo the following note -which you 
may throw away if you think it baseless or picayune~ 

1. He was closely associated for a long while with 
"Vietnam American Friend ship 4\s sn. ", whose bullet in w-as 
Pham Duy Am in \'Washington. This A~sn. received much of 
(if not all) from the Vietminh Info. Office at Bangkok. 
participation in this activity the students consider to 
mere passive support; they consider him to have· been at 
at least a "Vietminh agent. •t 

the 
edited by 
its news 
Ly's 

have passed 
that time 

2. Vietnamese in New York considered him for ~ while to be rep­
resenting Ho Chi Minh's government there. 

3. Students who have been in Washington recently say Ly has 
been pre~ching a Vietminh line to them, mixing it with a nationalist 
line. 

4. Ly now tells students in Washington Diem has entrusted him 
with the task of organizing them to return to Vietnam. All indio­
at ions are that he is self -appointed. 

Jack -

I know it's a minor item, but some of these students seem 2
bit fidgety and suspicious of Do Vang Ly. For what you may consider
it worth, the following is what I have learned of him -- and I
might add that when I was with Diem in Washington last year Ly
scoffed at my advice to Diem from time to time, assured him he was
very realistic in his views, would make a damn fine Premier, etc.
All this in what I felt was rather slippery opportunist style. But
Diem seemed to be taken in. Ergo the following note - which you
may throw away if you think it baseless or picayune :

1. He was closely associated for a long while with the
"Vietnam American Friendship Assn.", whose bulletin was edited by
Pham Duy Am in Washington. This Assn. received much of its news
(if not all) from the Vietminh Info. Office at Bangkok. Ly's
participation in this activity the students consider to have passed
mere passive support; they consider him to have been at that time
at least a "Vietminh agent."

2. Vietnamese in New York considered him for 2 while to be rep-
resenting Ho Chi Minh's government there.

3. Students who have been in Washington recently say Ly has
been preaching a Vietminh line to them, mixing it with a nationalist
line.

4. Ly now tells students in Washington Diem has entrusted him
with the task of organizing them to return to Vietnam. All indic-
ations are that he is self-appointed.
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''"."he. I use a '~wr ' Rwnpty Dw:1pty ai· , n rat e a scornf'J l 

tone , it mean j u s what I choose it to mean - ne ith ~r more nor 

Ies • " 

~~The quest on is ," s ai Alic e ,' whe t hel' you caYl make ,,.,or s 

mean so man: d iffer nt th i ng s .. ' 

1111he q1est on s , s id 3 umJ_) ty :Uu~t 1 ty, ' which is to be mast er 

that ' s alL " 

from - ewls Carrol . , ? hrcug t1e Looking-Gla~s , 

"When I use a word," Humpty Dumpty said, in rather a scornful

tone,
" it means just what I choose it to mean - neither more nor

less."

QThe question is," said Alice, "whether you can make words

mean so many different things."

"The question is," said Humpty Dumpty, "which is to be master -

that's all."

from Lewis Carroll, Through the Looking-Glass, p. 247.

The New Procrustion Semantics
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