
Jrl'lary 1st, 1960 

c~eLr little .Lls, 

I str.rteu \ riti r. vnu ~ let~ er : estcraay t') tell yo l that 
the LooLs (e,-ce~t ,ind.'s) hcd 2 .. rrived and tha!1kec1 vou f'Jr 
tt.i:_t . ... t t-1c rcntle fFir· fe'.-E.r i,1')'- over •1e once more, 
after i.'1e •. revious 2-wec reherr;[1 l ,rio r to ~~inPs . \Tothi":!rr 
.seri)J~-; jm·t r lovely little r<.-toJ.c 11: I crr1 >ti~_l t-:-e 
but, J •• fortu '~·te Ly, not tu in';. "Cade 1icrl ly. 

lodaJ I feel sone~.ha.t lletlcr; tl1e 19fJ s;.ir i~ s:j,~jncr onts·de. 
It is ry 1101 c :-0·1 hlC "'V frie 11d:: r .t EL are havinr.; a ,,-()ndrrf 1 ll 
1\ew Yer.r 's Lay . 

Let's see . hid elE:e cr«t I tell \To 11 now? I Nn °f rrrai_d -fhrt 
rH' er L h c r ~thy c o. i o. i t i -• '1 s , I W'1 ,.. ''.:' i"' p i. o l e r> (' v o 1 i o h e 1 l 
011ce "lore with ·11v "blu(S 11 a1id 11 eJ~fe~siors" 2'1<l oi.l'er "il'l~Pture" 
an<l "sill_y 11 ·V1i1gs of iuat .sort. lt's !"0 ,r:ivel,- 1nt[;c:e, I '"' 
,rnnt to pt'SS t:1is new day of the vear witb s'-1eore. 1:e~l, rePd-
2nc< :t'orret; I j·1st feel tl1e _irre to ut c101 n 'liat wen-! i.l rrnr. 11 

a O.i;,,- he,c1 • l~e1enLcr, yon rir', tluit i.his ;s 1ot n cirl 
tnl'~i in i '-n ', 2lt 10,10·~~ it ,,i 1 l !"'..,.110 li -e '1'e; yo•1 pre~· C'• i_ra­
i:eous ~-iii ~rcctical 4:.:1:>t J :-l·u;f. lrnvc to re·ne.ber tJrn-t V'>'l :ere 
; ;irl , siticE y01 rre ".rt~ '1'1Ye than 11 -nen . :'.'" .. if' 1lt, i.f "''l rre 
8 ':18P .:2...!_lr, I sJ.--r1u_!_n le :-l<c io ~ e 0.11,- :- :1rli -qar . 

You hove receivet0 .,1r '..etter of C'.) 11nter-reFin"nr.tio11 I <·.le~f. Yo 
•10t Lel_:_c.ve ~1 , ord in it • . ,1r in the r-revi.'0~1s letter of 
resi;-,1~rti'.)'. ::_o r0i 1elj8ve in tue reasons I 11.ave P-'iven to 
co·1c back . l jLl[t '"'a,te<J t0 lool logical P.nd rn8ture . :: 1 ow 
l <n1 ri e i L:;. er • i r f' t , 1 et ri e i: hi 1 • - of "1 ,r former 1o9' i c : I 
wr.::ij;ed to c0·1e bac 1

- l'eca 01se, (1) I was Pli.strerte<1 , (")I wa!" 
ho 1esick; next ''a'Tie m~' f,Cconc plan , i .e.,, f!'l 

1'8C - hecP~11Ee 
u11able to stud- successf ill 1 r. I rm nf)i f' in()' t'J •1ide the 
reasor s ruy lor~er, even thoi~:h these aren 1 t -1-,('l'ic2l ·1or 
mrt 1lre , l ut ~l · · L.e~.::i._i~- !'o_!'. yrm. 

I c ::vn e to fir d , r o nc i i /,..,,er i c <: • A 1 d , ., --- l n c 1 e 3 r ri he s c ()no 11 ere a 
ne . ~.u; ,.,. n e 'reor I st1diecl 1ess than tried to pei: i'to 
everv c or·1er of ~'->-rrieric an 1 ife ar (1 th) if•t.t, ~ i~t tq f i'1d ~"r'1np· . 
,\0<1- 1 love ;....,erica, a_ c ii.s s_,-<t.e·11 , r11d it~ Peo'._1le, r·1c1 its 
hours of hfl J;ii.• e:_-~. and 11isfort ire, S·) ·1•1 c l1 that I cn111c1 ioi: 
ii 16 w•>rds i.,') e:>.'-reo-,s it . '.LJ.tis fi·1d~~f l-Pf' "lrC!e . .,.,e 110" '11r1.,1e 
to sLudJ f.J.lV ll'lre; I c1U •. :d' CL ,.OT ~.T~Jl~Y .t'.\Y ,QRE , crnn·,t -rite 
"'/ t,'.' e-rs 21 c ci:> iL')t ~-L..icl. i'or t_1e e:xan1s . _1_,d 1 e:.:':ire l 'o 'ac1-
f 0 r " ' c 8 r1 e ., i c r e !H") , s ' 11 1 .:: t ~H:' ~~ e .L l \Tr) l n >'" p ,., a b e r e i '1 a t I 
CP'1'- 'l-l stddf <1<1 r1t t0 r·) riri·~J.t '0W 1 ~c' - to IT}' eve'' <i the 
~, r j c e o £ : · l i l ; r> t ~ 1 [' v f. e 1 f , 1 n t 1

, e c r u r- e ., f ·11 i f i. re Pt~, e 01 t or 
1 :Jc ' t ~ e ... R . ..., J_ 1 L.r'l '' l ere . 

January 1st, 1960

Dear little Els,

I started writing you a letter yesterday to tell you that
the books (except Lind. 's) had arrived and thanked you for
that. fat the gentle fairy fever took over me once more,
after the previous 2-week rehearsal prior to Xmas. Nothing
serious; just a lovely little re-touch: I can still type
but, unfortunately, not think academically.

Today I feel somewhat better; the 1960 sun is shining outside.
It is my hope you and my friends at EL are having a wonderful
New Year's Day.

Let's see. what else can I tell you now? I am afrrraid that
under unhealthy conditions, I am going to lead you to hell
once more with my "blues" and "confessions" and other "immature"
and "silly" things of that sort. It's so lovely outside, I
want to pass this new day of the year with someone. Well, read
and forget; I just feel the urge to put down what went through
my dissy head. Remember, you girl, that this is not a girl
talking to you, although it will sound like one; you are so coura-
geous and practical that I always have to remember that you are
& girl, since you are worth more than a man. Right, if you are
a man only, I should be glad to be only a half-man.

You have received my letter of counter-resignation I guess. Do
not believe a word in it. Nor in the previous letter of
resignation. Do not believe in the reasons I have given to
come back. I just wanted to look logical and mature. Now
I am neither. First, let me think of my former logic: I
wanted to come back because, (1) I was mistreated, (2) I was
homesick; next came my second plan, go back because
unable to study successfully. I am not going to hide the
reasons any longer, even though these aren't logical nor
mature, but real. Keep it for you.

I came to find rong in America. And now Unele Sam has conquered
me. During one year I studied less than tried to get into
every corner of American life and thought, just to find wrong.
Now I love America, and its system, and its people, and its
hours of happiness and misfortune, so much that I could not
find words to express it. This finding has made me now unable
to study any more; I JUST CANNOT STUDY ANY MORE, cannot write
my papers and cannot study for the exams. But before I 00 back
for "academic reasons, let me tell you now and here that I
cannot study and want to go right now back to VN even at the
price of humiliating myself, not because of mistreatment or
because I am unhapay here.
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'' L Ui.'t -:.,v it~.elf •. I 1 0ve 
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I do not want to prolong such a and hide game any longer,
that is why I am telling you the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. The above confided reason might seem
illogical; but it's just about it. I asked and I'm asking to
return because I have been disgusted with myself. I want to
come back right away to tell my people back home that America
must be our symbol, OII ideal, to attain. All the other reasons
I gave were all insignificant, as Dr. Gabis so rightly guessed.
Please intervene for my return just for me; 1 am not feeling
worthy of the American peojile. They are 80 good, so nice, so
high, and so perfect in their errors and weaknesses that I find
myself all wrong; I am having the impression that my personality
is falling spart.

How much I love America now, you cannot imagine. Because it
cannot conquer me by propaganda, by money and favors; it has
done this killing job of winning heart by itself. I love
America with all its contrasts, with all its strength and
weaknesses; because it is the projection of life itself, the
kind of life I'd like my peo le to have.

It's real shame that the world over cannot fford DAY to have
the "America""s luxury. I have pity now for my OWD people
in government who, after almost eighty years of experience with
fear and dishonesty, have come to a state f eind which dietates
their psychology to always lie, deceive, suspect all the time.
They are killing themselves and doing a lot of harm to my dear

people. The same in Many other countries, I guess. I pray
that America will not he bound to lower itself to the level
of its environment, but I fear that this, to a certain dgree,
might come. And then the most unfortunate thing I'll bring
with me in my mind at my death would be the image of America
Losing its inlocence and precious childhood state of purity
and sincerely.

Americans are so good, SO underfully wrong and SO "American!"
Yes, you, you, and you, and others are too good; too good to
win this cold war. But anytime/ are so great, and each time
you lose your greatness is creater than any victory. Dear Els,
you are lucky to be 2n American and live in this wonderful world
of yours; don't go anywhere else unless you are bound by duty
to do so. After one year of inquiry and reflection about the
causes of greatness and weakness of America, and experience with
the observations myself, I am ore and more conscious of the
kind of unhappiness my beloved people are suffering, so that
I want to come back to them right now to write, to speak, to
act in such a way that America can be known to a large audience
in the masses of my population, and in the meanwhile, to suffer
in communion with them.
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This I wanted to tell you a long time ago, but somehow I could
not find the words to express my feelings yet. Today after
a prolonged Deriod of sickness I come suddenly to a very lucid
state of mind; hence this letter. Forgive if in the past I have
used you among others, to experiment my theories about America.
But this has been fundamental for me. Because I want now to
commit myself tn the job of supporting America, and winning
believers to its cause. For this job another kind of profession
would be more helpful than professorship; may be a writer, or
a people's representative with a certain freedom from professoral
ethics, to speak up without fear of suspicion, and commitment.
It is my dream to de-hed the north of 17th parallel Viet-Nam,
for I believe that only a handful overthere are really Communist,
the mass being people like in the South: if you win that handful
you win the whole Viet-Nam. In the South more unified minds are
a pre-requisite to this persuasion enterprise; basic conditions
have to be realized for the withering away of distrust and
mutual disagreement, by way of friendly persuasion and not by
fear. A certain kind of people are maintaining this atmosphere
of feer and suspicion based on Communist danger for their own
safeguard and interest: this the people do not need, you can
kill them they won't utter a word of submission, that's the
situation in the north as well. It is illusion to rely on old
concepts of wisdom and conservatism to keep the old mentality
of people in government, treating the people as children, ignorant
subjects; the French, the Communists have failed in their plans
because of the same lazy approach to the people. Genuine mass
education, a more permissive atmosphere for the intelligentsia
help clear out the tension, correct the weaknessses and strengthen
the regime. It is a dangerous error to conceive of Viet-Nam
as a country where democracy can be postponed undefinitely,
that it needs a different kind of democracy than the one in the
United States: there is but one democracy in this world; there are
of course phases tn full-pleged democracy, but always the
path must be traced forward and it can always be traced forward.
Doing away with ineffectiveness corruption distrust, fear,
personal and familial interests are the basic minimum for this
path; so that economic and psychological welfare coupled with
genuine education and conditions for self education, will bring
about deeper and deeper consciousness as to the desirability
of the free regime and the evil of Communism. Only a people who
has convinced itself of a cause that it will fight to death for
this cause; Vietnamese history has shown that. And the leadership
role of the government makes it necessary to keep and select only
not necessarily brillient ard genious people, but honest, coopera-
tive, dedicated (not selfish) and sincere (the lier, concealer,
delayer and deceiver must be punished by capital punishment)
statesmen and public officials.

I hope you don't mind this. But I just feel the urge to
confide my scretthoughts to someone. I owe you at leat this
sign of trust and friendship.

Sincerely,

that



Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat 
53 Trowbridge Street 
Canbridge J8 , 
Massachusetts 

Dear Phat: 

Januar:-y 13, 1960 

Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period 
from January 16th through the 31st. 

Also enclosed is a general participant memorandum covering 
Alien Registration. 

EMC:nm 

Sincerely yours , 

Elsie Cunningham 
Participant Director 

January 13, 1960

Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat
53 Trowbridge Street
Cambridge 38,
Massachusetts

Dear Phat:

Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period
from January 16th through the 31st.

Also enclosed is a general participant memorandum covering
Alien Registration.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Participant Director

EMC:nm



Cambridge

1/21/960

Dear Elsie,

I
hope you

are not
keeping

too
longa tooth

against
me.

Have vity
on

a Conesome, familyless heart

I are
writing

to let
you

know
my

deep joy
at the prospect of coming

back
to East

Lauring
and how much D

affreciate this
opportunity Finally!

you
would

certainly

be all angel
to

let we have a
few

exte a
days of

"frodigal
son's"

stay
at the "home"

land
e.g.

.

2/3
-

2/7 altogether

Before bearing
I ill

try
to

, 4
catch

2nd

Crofs
Emerson & Gaus oh the

the

/ or

to dis now with them about
possibility

of
a "career" at Haward

tothe pafer for
Emerson's course seemed

the
have made a

living
of

some sort,
will

one

in constitu tional law seminar

apparently
have a hand time to

09 wege

through Clof but huland a
former

Justice
of

the us
Sey

Count (Birrr 1).
A re

writing
is

portible fa
the latter I'm

in the mids
of studying for

the
comingrp aws in

Hotory (1/28)
and

Econo(1/20);the
prospects

an not brilliant are not
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brilliant in this direction neither, some
2 have

neglected
the

reading
assignments

because
boutly f my incapacity

to
couyete

with the
library's

hoarders! I
magine,

this
very day,

a have
just

received
bills

amounting
to

approx
i
wately

20
blue round dollars of fines for books

returned late. this is just not
human,

that is all -
By

the
way, speaking

of
d-o- l. l. ands, I I'm now and bee

frightened at the present red ink is

ficture.
$ 20

(fines)
+150 to

xy
4 . 30 to

Hong
* 'so to the

Laudlady,
etc, = - 130

well,
my

dear Elsie, if
I in+

not at the "fummit reudez-vous
"
this

would wan fi
myly

that I'll be

in
jail for

indibitness, don't
worry

/

I
hope

that after having
read the

books in
general Econom do not look

we like recently that,
please!),

boughtat

I'll be a better budget-
man for

my
own skin.

All in all, a have this to tell
you

now. . From the bottom of my beaut

I am
asking you for the last time to

forgive
me

for having
been so

unfair
to

you
and others you

were night,
Dr. Fox was

night, Dr
Cralis was night waltwan was night, and a
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lot

of people-at Ms a and elsewhen -
were night, in

disapproving my
fast de x action . 2 was
KGS

nothing
more than an

megatiful, iinsecurable & worked

person; and a aw now the
very

mage of
a weeked, prostrated,"

"through" fellow.

These
thoughts have been

making
a
me so ashamed

of myself
that

cannot
study

- ) dare to asle

you this however
if, disgustfully

awallowing my
shame, I "ll

bring my property

l
only booles!)

back to E. L., would MS u still

accept we ? -
After having

heard

Jr. Galies 2Dr. Finkle in then
letters,

Y & Austris in verson here, 2 cause

to the con elesion that a have made

the
grawest

wistake in
my life

of coming
to the us with a

wrong
state

of
wind &

espe cially,
in

learning
my friend at M Su. - I have

been
feeling

so alone, friendless
Hawaw

d

helpless
here Although has

been
very

kind Y
helpful

to
me, D

how relay
that what 2 am

writing
is

friendship,
and this has almost cost

my health



4 -

I am
night

at this moment
having

bad headache (aneal one, kind
of

physical
gickness

you know ! ) But the
is a

recurring gentle thing
which has

always happened to we beawever a have
a "headache in life. nothing serious;
if will fast with the Vichamese New

you.-I have received that card from my
brother,

my wife ( in use), from Chair

Viein also letters from Mr. Highlese&

Van & Khauh.
A little

message
to proopection grad.

fartici fauts ("Ph.D." hunters ) in retram:
at least in

my field (government
and the

like), do not
Display any usilly nation

aliotic attitude about diflowas; believe
me, my own experience has taught we
that a real "haw" work is

awaiting
the
there to get to know the back grownd ofAmerican

system only. If they wantto
get eq vivalence, butter uwain and

get their dectorate gutter first(!) and
come

only for
a about vi tit; if they

want
to set the degree

- and J talk from myson
experience from

NIA of the Faculty
of law

they
have to

expect to begin

by the
beginning. my experience has cost

ucitims (incl.
you,

Jim
sorry

now!! a

moneyto the Queen came x une people. There are

perhaps "geniuses", but even if they get
their dequest here

they
won't know much

if
they

don't
begin by

the becaming as Itain
at I MA

first!)
- to much for this thans dear

least! Ekis, looking forever to doom, yours
Rhat

always



JA.r . Tran Ngoc Phat 
53 Trowbridge Street 
Cambridge, Massaohuse'ts 

Dear Phat: 

Janua17 22, 19'9 

This morning's mail from Saigon finally brought a 
eop,y of the decree extending your stay in the 
United States . Sinee I am unsure whether or not 
your will haTe received your official notification 
of the extension, I am enclosing a ermofax copy 
for ,.ou. 

We look orward to seeing you in East Lansing on 
the 6th. Chau dropped in la.st night to let rae 
know how "TET" plans were developAng and we played 
over the tape - several times in faet . 

See you soon. 

Sincerely yours, 

Elsie Cunningham 

January 22, 1959

Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat
53 Trowbridge Street
Cambridge, Massachusetts

Dear Phat:

This morning's mail from Saigon finally brought a
copy of the decree extending your stay in the
United States. Since I am unsure whether or not
your will have received your official notification
of the extension, I am enclosing a thermofax copy
for you.

We look forward to seeing you in East Lansing on
the 6th. Chau dropped in last night to let me
know how "TET" plans were developing and we played
over the tape - several times in fact.

See you soon.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham



Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat 
$3 Trowbridge Street 
Cambridge JB, 
Maasaohusetts 

Dear Phat1 

January 26, 1960 

Probably you have guessed in advance that 11 things considered, it would 
be undesirable tor you to trans.f'er back to M. s.u. In f ct, i:a-. Austin 
was a little surprised that you were contemplating such a move. Perhaps 
'What Harvard lacks in vamth will be made up in prestige. I know that 
people from Harvard, Bostl>n, and the entire New England are are reserved 
and perhaps a little dist . t by comparison to tbose 1n the Midwest . 

We are having sorr.e small d1f.fioultie with housing as the dormitories are 
completely full - Buu D:l.ch is the only person having a space to put someon 
up. Therefore, given your budgetaey problems, I would hesitate to recof!!IDend 
an early arrival in East Lansing unless you are better able than I to find 
inexpensive accommodations. At the moment it looks l.1ke Kellogg Center is 
the only possibility• and I trust tl'at tbiG will not break you or any of the 
other participants for the few nights you will be here . If you still wish 
to come earlier, please o so. 

EMCnn 

Sincerely yours, 

Elsie CUnningh 
Participant Director 

P. S. Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period from February lst 
through the 15th. Thia includes an additiona,l $4 per day from 2/5 through 
2/7 . We will make any other adjustments that may be necessary on yOllr 
next per diem. 

Looking forward to seeing you here in East Lansillg. 

January 26, 1960

Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat
53 Trowbridge Street
Cambridge 38,
Massachusetts

Dear Phat:

Probably you have guessed in advance that all things considered, it would
be undesirable for you to transfer back to M.S.U. In fact, Dr. Austin
was a little surprised that you were contemplating such a move. Perhaps
what Harvard lacks in warmth will be made up in prestige. I know that
people from Harvard, Boston, and the entire New England area are reserved
and perhaps a little distant by comparison to those in the Midwest.

We are having some small difficulties with housing as the dormitories are

completely full - Buu Dich is the only person having a space to put someone

up. Therefore, given your budgetary problems, I would hesitate to recommend
an early arrival in East Lansing unless you are better able than I to find

inexpensive accommodations. At the moment it looks like Kellogg Center is
the only possibility, and I trust that this will not break you or any of the
other participants for the few nights you will be here. If you still wish
to come earlier, please do so.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Participant Director

EMC:

P.S. Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period from February 1st
through the 15th. This includes an additional $4 per day from 2/5 through
2/7. We will make any other adjustments that may be necessary on your
next per diem.

Looking forward to seeing you here in East Lansing.



Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat 
53 Trowbridge Street 
Cambridge 38, 
Massachusetts 

Dear Phat: 

January 29 , 1960 

I just wish to let you know that Dr. and Mrs . ST!lUekler are giving a 
reception on Saturday afternoon following the Ph. D. meeting. Perhaps 
we can all get together and Pave dinner at my apartment after the 
reception. 

I will meet you at the airport providing the weatt.er and the airlines 
cooperate. 

mc:m 

Sincerely yours , 

Elsie Cunningiiam 
Participant Director 

January 29, 1960

Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat
53 Trowbridge Street
Cambridge 38,
Massachusetts

Dear Phat:

I just wish to let you know that Dr. and Mrs. Smuckler are giving a
reception on Saturday afternoon following the Ph.D. meeting. Perhaps
we can all get together and have dinner at my apartment after the

reception.

I will meet you at the airport providing the weather and the airlines
cooperate.

Sincerely yours,

Elsie Cunningham
Participant Director

EMC:nm
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Cambridge 1/31/960

Dear Eldio,

This is
just

a
quick

note to
inform you f my

decision not follow up
the

suggested offer of
a

combination -
trip

three Dehort
Although

it would

be neal fun to ride with
you from

There to
Elawing

I hato to cause
you

such an estra thouble Thank

for
the

thoughtful
idea

anyway!

Ceti's stick to the
former

schedule with no

stopman
and

carryour
at detroit ) then,

with

perhaps
the

department from
Broton advanced

one
day (44 instead

of
25).

By
the

way,
don't

worry overly
about the

houring shortage
as a last maint, I think

I'll can
sleep

in the
y

for
one or two wights

as well.

To much and fine I'll be

feeing you

after all, let's reserve the rest for
later on.

abov, take a
deep

breath and way (that's food.)

Financy

that



~r- ~/~ 

·~-~~~~~ 
£At,-~~~~ 
U-i.~ I ~.L.~ • 

RO

HARVARD

Garvard University
February 7,0900

Dear
Nowey

than
frid

termed

the
books

bill with cause

unlification

Hoping
to hear

for

you
form

your
0

remain

yours

minning

200 hour



VE RD
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HARVARD

2/11/1960Harvard University

Dear Elsie,

Thank. for your hospitality and

"cooperation"
on the occasion

2 my quick
return to East

Lansing
last weekend

I'm now
shopping for

the combes

to be taken
ruring

I
giving

termm and

also

preparing
myself

alone

actively
for

the
for

and exams 2 the then's

during my
"sfan"

time.

I mill
you

all
very much

specially you
and Chau

Finanely,

What

P.S., Please
find

en closed:

wappn for number
shif

in the the

Academy
7

PL If, to be decided
uponat

your
dis eath on;

2. Pat's "original" letter, ;
3. a

request (now and her) for
adjustment

of transfort fees (2/5)-

fabracy
to Boston

(fr. Came) 0.20%-

from
" to

airport $2.00

Total $2.20
P.S. z

Again feeling
so

" Conely" and

"left out", after
the warmness

in E.
Lauring

- But everything is ok!



Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat 
53 Trowbridge Street 
Cambridge 38, 
Massachusetts 

Dear Pbati 

February 161 1960 

Pl.ease find enclosed a bill from Harvard ltiicb came yesterday. I cannot 
tell from this bill just Viat this charge is for . I wonder if you could 
help me on this . If this is a medical bill (I had an idea it could be that) 
then also please have the doctor fill in the attached form and sign it, and 
you do the same. 

It was so niee to see you again when you were in East Lansing. Lots of 
luck w.i.th your exams . 

Elsie left Saturday for her much deserved vacation. We all will miss her for 
a whole month, but just hope she really has a good time. 

Sincerely yours , 

Nancy Maddalozzo 
Secretary to Elsie Cunningham 

February 16, 1960

Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat
53 Trowbridge Street
Cambridge 38,
Massachusetts

Dear Phat:

Please find enclosed a bill from Harvard which came yesterday. I cannot
tell from this bill just what this charge is for. I wonder if you could
help me on this. If this is a medical bill (I had an idea it could be that)
then also please have the doctor fill in the attached form and sign it, and
you do the same.

It was so nice to see you again when you were in East Lansing. Lots of
luck with your exams.

Elsie left Saturday for her much deserved vacation. We all will miss her for
a whole month, but just hope she really has a good time.

Sincerely yours,

Nancy Maddalozzo
Secretary to Elsie Cunningham



Miss Elsie Cunningham 
Partici pant Director 
Vietnam Project 
Michigan State University 
Eas.t Lansing, 
Michigan 

Dear Elsie: 

Tran Ngoc Phat 
53 Trowbridge Street 
Cambridge 38, 
Massachusetts · 
February l&, 1960 

After one week of course "shopping" and mental exercise, I now am 
in a position to let you. know what is my present academic rate of 
growth, what is my future degree-hun ting strategy and what a.re the 
related problems and plans. 

At Michigan State University as well as at Harvard up to this point, 
consciously or unconsciously my studies and re s e a r ch work have been 
rotating around a triangular axis: understanding American society 
and government, and acquiring new methodological expe rience, compa­
rative and historical backg round , theoretical notions and concepts 
as well as multiple technical tools , i n order t o open a first door 
t .o Vietnamese past, present and d est ination; profiting from the 
invalu.able time and opportunities provided me, to en l arge and imp rove 
my general knowlege; and, last but most important of all, satisfying 
the requirements for obtaining a Ph. D •. deg ree in Political Science 
with a view to become a teaching member at the Saigon N~ I. A •• 
These three areas of concern h ave been arbitrarily dissected to 
help comprehension; that they are intimately entertwin ed and mutually 
interacting is beyond question. To continue with the three-fold 
presentation, may I submit to you that as of d a te the first two 
goals have been fairly a ttained and th e third in the process of 
completion. The present year (1960) is going to be entirely devoted 
to the practical task of readying myself for the General Examinations 
(called Prelims •. at M •. s. U'.?). 

In order to be officially entitled to these examinations, the autho­
rization of the Government Department (which grants degrees in Politi­
cal Science at Harvard) is necessary. And this authori zation can be 
reqwested whenever the student thinks he is thoroughly prepared to 
do so, subject to the approval of his Major Pr~fessor (in my case, 
Professor Gaus in the Majo r Field of American Government.) As to the 
official side, namely Professors Emerson and Gaus, they think that 
"if everything goes well" I can plan to undergo the exams •. by the end 
of next Fall term, i •. e .. sometime in January 1961. The ql!alification 
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Tran Ngoc Phat
53 Trowbridge Street
Cambridge 38,
Massachusetts
February 16, 1960

Miss Elsie Cunningham
Participant Director
Vietnam Project
Michigan State University
East Lansing,
Michigan

Dear Elsie:

After one week of course "shopping" and mental exercise, I now am
in a position to let you know what is my present academic rate of
growth, what is my future degree-hunting strategy and what are the
related problems and plans.

At Michigan State University as well as at Harvard up to this point,
consciously or unconsciously my studies and research work have been
rotating around a triangular axis: understanding American society
and government, and acquiring new ethodological experience, compa-
rative and historical background, theoretical notions and concepts
as well as multiple technical tools, in order to open a first door
to Vietnamese past, present and destination; profiting from the
invaluable time and opportunities provided me, to enlarge and improve
my general knowlege; and, last but most important of all, satisfying
the requirements for obtaining a Ph. D. degree in Political Science
with a view to become a teaching member at the Saigon N. I. A.
These three areas of concern have been arbitrarily dissected to
help comprehension; that they are intimately entertwined and mutually
interacting is beyond question. To continue with the three-fold
presentation, may I submit to you that as of date the first two
goals have been fairly attained and the third in the process of
completion. The present year (1960) is going to be entirely devoted
to the practical task of readying myself for the General Examinations
(called Prelims. at M. S. U.?)

In order to be officially entitled to these examinations, the autho-
rization of the Government Department (which grants degrees in Politi-
cal Science at Harvard) is necessary. And this authorization can be
requested whenever the student thinks he is thoroughly prepared to
do so, subject to the approval of his Major Professor (in my case,
Professor Gaus in the Major Field of American Government.) As to the
official side, namely Professors Emerson and Gaus, they think that
"if everything goes well" I can plan to undergo the exams. by the end
of next Fall term, i.e. sometime in January 1961. The qualification
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put in quotation marks seems to bring the questi on to only one point 
of focus -- myself •. I have tried to evaluate the situation as realistical­
ly as possible, and hereafter are the tentative resu ts --

A-On. the credit side: 
1. In terms of course work: 

a/ At Saigon N .. I. A. and Faculty of La.w: The tremendous 
amount of courses taken there would be useful mostly only 
when I shall be back teaching in Vietnam; very little 
hop.e for having any of them credited at Harvard, although 
they are helpful in terms of general background and add 
to my prestige (?) here; 
b/ At M~ S~ U.: Except three seminar courses respectively 
in political thought, foreign political systems (with 
emphasis on Russia) and political organi zation and behavior, 
the remaining four courses ~which I had t aken there were 
mainly in the general scope df public administration; there 
is some hope that at least the courses in thought and p •. a. 
will be granted c red_i t -- a request to this effect will be 
submitted to the Registrar by the end of this term; 
c/ At Harvard University: In accordance with the six 
fields developed here, last term I took four courses in 
four fields, namely Constitutional Law (Government 224A), , 
International Relations (Government 295), Economics 
(Economics 206, a full-year course)_, and History (History 
17lb) - the two last fields wil be "written off" by the 
end of this term (i •. e •. as soon a s the requirements of 
one full-course or two semester courses for each are 
met); except th.e constitutional law course which needs 
a revision of the seminar paper (to be completed, hopefully, 
within the next couple of weeks), all the other three 
courses have been §ati~factorily given credit ( i..e •. with 
a grade of B or above); 

2.. In terms of language requirements: French language 
exam~ had been passed successfully to meet the first 
language requirement; it has been my un derstanding that 
Vietnamese could be off ered as my sec n d la.nguage -- even 
in this case (fairly certain, becans~ Professors Emerson 
and Gaus have acquiesced), if time permi ts, before I 
return to Vietnam I hope to have the opportunity to study 
Chinese in this country instead of in Vietnam; 

3. In terms of adjustment to the Universi t y 's outlay and 
system: Although it has been tim e-consu~ ing to get 
used to the many libraries {especially the Law Library), 
th.e process of adjustment in this respect is going on 
quite rewardingly; on the other hand, the choice of the 
courses has been partly guided by the concern for getting 
acquainted with the professors i n various fields in prepa­
ration f or the rese a rch work for the general exams •. ; 

4h In terms of preparation for the thesis: the various trips 
( e •. g •. , to TVA, Civil Se rvice Cn •. , etc.,), the attendance a t 
various conferences (PSA, ASPA):, the individual contacts 
with admi n istrators, professors, g overnment students, as 
w,ell as individual reading s out s ide of the course work, have 
helped enlarge the hori z ons for the possible choice of a 
topic. 
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put in quotation marks seems to bring the question to only one point
of focus -- myself. I have tried to evaluate the situation as realistical-
ly as possible, and hereafter are the tentative results --

A-On the credit side:
1. In terms of course work:

a/ At Saigon N. I. A. and Faculty of Law: The tremendous
amount of courses taken there would be useful mostly only
when I shall be back teaching in Vietnam; very little
hope for having any of them credited at Harvard, although
they are helpful in terms of general background and add
to my prestige (?) here;
b/ At M. S. U.: Except three seminar courses respectively
in political thought, foreign political systems (with
emphasis on Russia) and political organization and behavior,
the remaining four courses which I had taken there were
mainly in the general scope of public administration; there
is some hope that at least the courses in thought and p.a.
will be granted credit -- a request to this effect will be
submitted to the Registrar by the end of this term;
c/ At Harvard University: In accordance with the six
fields developed here, last term I took four courses in
four fields, namely Constitutional Law (Government 224A),
International Relations (Government 295), Economics
(Economics 206, a full-year course), and History (History
171b) -- the two last fields will be "written off" by the
end of this term as soon as the requirements of
one full-course or two semester courses for each are
met): except the constitutional law course which needs
a revision of the seminar paper (to be completed, hopefully,
within the next couple of weeks), all the other three
courses have been Satisfactorily given credit (i.e. with
a grade of B or above)

2. In terms of language requirements: French language
exam. had been passed successfully to meet the first
language requirement; it has been my understanding that
Vietnamese could be offered as my second language -- even
in this case (fairly certain, because Professors Emerson
and Gaus have acquiesced), if time permits, before I
return to Vietnam I hope to have the opportunity to study
Chinese in this country instead of in Vietnam;
In terms of adjustment to the University's outlay and3.
system: Although it has been time-consuming to get
used to the many libraries (especially the Law Library),
the process of adjustment in this respect is going on
quite rewardingly; on the other hand, the choice of the
courses has been partly guided by the concern for getting
acquainted with the professors in various fields in prepa-
ration for the research work for the general exams.;

4. In terms of preparation for the thesis: the various trips
(e.g., to TVA, Civil Service Cn., etc.) the attendance at
various conferences (PSA, ASPA), the individual contacts
with administrators, professors, government students, as
well as individual readings outside of the course work, have
helped enlarge the horizons for the possible choice of a
topic.
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B. On the planning side: 
1. The immediate plan is to finish up the course work require­
ment •. This involves the writing of four papers; so far, one 
has been accepted, on e is be ing revised prior to final 
submission (for the 1959 Fall COQrse in vonstitutional La w, 
Government 224.a ), and two a re planned to be produced eith er 
next Summer (if there will. be ap1)r opriate c ourpes worth tal~ en 
and if t e instructors like the idea) or next Fall (while 
supposedly preparing inten sively for the coming Generals)--of 
th.e two alternatives, the first is to be pref erred obviously. 
For this Spring term, in addition to the continued work in 
Economics 206, I am ta11::ing three more courses, namely one i n 
Political f hought (Government 106bl, one in Constitutional 
Law (Government 124, wi th McCloskey) and on e i n tl istory 
tHistory Ia4b J. l''or purposes of writing better papers and 
the final thesis more smoothly as well as in preparation for 
the written part of the Generals, mo re sy~tematic personal 
daily work in ~nglish is relt neces s ary. 
2. The overall plan to get tue degree within tne 3-year tenta­
tive limit \counting from Janu ary 1969) is still possible, 
providing that tne course work requiremen t and Uene ral ~xam s. 
are statisfied as e a rly as s cheduled \January 1~6~), and t hat 
the di ssertation is successfully compl eted by J anuary 1962 the 
latest. 

Th.e various p roblems in the past, mos tly of a personal nature, have 
been fortunately satisractorily solved altogether . Now that c ondi tions 
and prospects for my academic success here a,re all the most favorable, 
it is hard to conceive of' any dif f iculties which c annot be removed 
fairly easily by s acririce, hard work and .•• ~ood luc k . 

May I t .ake this opportunity to of f icially present my apology to 
Vietnam Project for having been recently the reason of ov erconcern for 
its officials and as soc i ates; and I here by withdraw my I ortn er di sc onti­
nuation request. Instead, although it may be quite out of place here, 
I have felt it neces s ary to renew my request ror naving continued 
financial and administrative support from vietnam Project until 
successful completion of the program originally projected for ny 
treining i n this c ountry •. 

I am grateful to all who h · ve so generou.s l y nnd fpontaneously unde rstood. 
and helped me fro P'l Er.s t Lai:sittf, e,i:d Saigon , especially ••.•. who you know .. 

Sincerely,. 
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B. On the planning side:
1. The immediate plan is to finish up the course work require-
ment. This involves the writing of four papers; so far, one
has been accepted, one is being revised prior to final
submission (for the 1959 Fall course in constitutional Law,
Government 224A), and two are planned to be produced either
next Summer (if there will be appropriate courses worth taken
and if the instructors like the idea) or next Fall (while
supposedly preparing intensively for the coming Generals)- --of
the two alternatives, the first is to be preferred obviously.
For this Spring term, in addition to the continued work in
Economics 206, I am taking three more courses, namely one in
Political Thought (Government 106b), one in Constitutional
Law (Government 124, with McCloskey) and one in History
(History 164b For purposes of writing better papers and
the final thesis more smoothly as well as in preparation for
the written part of the Generals, more systematic personal
daily work in english is felt necessary.
2. The overall plan to get the degree within the 3-year tenta-
tive limit (counting from January 1959) is still possible,
providing that the course work requirement and General exams.
are statisfied as early as scheduled (January 1961), and that
the dissertation is successfully completed by January 1962 the
latest.

The various problems in the past, mostly of a personal nature, have
been fortunately satisfactorily solved altogether. Now that conditions
and prospects for my academic success here are all the most favorable,
it is hard to conceive of any difficulties which cannot be removed

good luck.fairly easily by sacrifice, hard work and

May I take this opportunity to officially present my apology to
vietnam Project for having been recently the reason of overconcern for
its officials and associates; and I hereby withdraw my Iormer disconti-
nuation request. Instead, although it may be quite out of place here,
I have felt it necessary to renew my request Ior having continued
financial and administrative support from vietnam Project until
successful completion of the program originally projected for my
training in this country.

I am grateful to all who have so generously and spontaneous understood
and helped me from East Lansing and Saigon, especially who you know.

Sincerely,

Tran Ngoc Phat.
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2/16/1960
Harvard University

Dear Elsie

I
forgot

to ask
for

the
gift you

once
from

led to me
of

you still

think I'm still worth
of

this honor

please Keep.
our hurt

heudy
vous ",

(1) for
me.

The weather is
quite fair mycough still hangs on, but 0 m

feelingweekl.

much Aletter than last

I have nut
again

W. w Luyder6 are
who seems bas

bury
as I are

Please submit the enclosed

letter To Dr. Austin for
his femual

too Above all plase
do not be

To
pitiless

as to
laugh

at me or to

tee wicked
things

about me

Remember, I'll be
watching you !

Again let nee tell
you

how

much D was

to happy
in

havingbeen able
comeback

E
during

Although
I've treed to Kill

my

sentimentality, my
"double homerock

nest once in a while recurs

But let's
forget

about this. let me

only
tell

you
that I'm

looking

forwaw
to seeing

section you
t and elhou)

other time, for
a

longer

aniod

force
20 that a ll be able

have
to

tell what I rid not
or

time youto tell
you

a
firthwaght

fincerly20 ago
in

E lawing(ower)



P.S., 9 have
go

7 the
passport back

They
only same

me a vita valid until

next
July of

this is not too much

inconcement to
you, please

indicate

if you
cair

help
me in this matter

once
again.

P.S.2 share head
from Alfida,

Than -

P.S.3 Salute to Nona, Nancy
7chow

and others.



X
VE RI
TAS

HARVARDS
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19 February, 960

Dear
Nancy,

It is
my impression

that the

myotery-
- bill

from Haward coop.
referred

to an earlier books

purchase
in october,

959 change
slip attached).

please
let me

know -7
any

kind
of further

Difficulty
which

way
anite out

of
this matter.

It was great
to hear

from

you.
I was

really happy
there

two
days

I had been willcomed

back to E.
Landing; your baby

was wonderful!
just

I

having

not

her

Know

vacation

mist

that

her

that

did Elsie

was

early Any way
s too,

and
hope

to hear
from

her

soon.

financy yours,

Tran
Ngoc

that
P.S. I have moved to the house
next door (55

Trowbridge Street

Cambridge 38, mass. ); I do not

have a kitchen in the
newplace;

but I have found
out there was

not much time left for
we to cook

after
all.

Hence,
this change of

address.



Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat 
55 Trowbridge Street 
Cambridge 38, 
Massachusetts 

Dear Phat: 

February 23 , 1960 

Please find enclosed a billing from Harvard for books which we received 
this week. Would you please indicate for which courses these books were 
purchased and return the billing to me . 

Hope tbis finds you well and working hard. We haven't heard from Elsie 
a t all - but imagine that sl e is really having a wonderful time . 

Sincerely, 

Nancy Maddalozzo 
Secretary to Elsie Cunningham 

nm 

February 23, 1960

Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat
55 Trowbridge Street
Cambridge 38,
Massachusetts

Dear Phat:

Please find enclosed a billing from Harvard for books which we received
this week. Would you please indicate for which courses these books were
purchased and return the billing to me.

Hope this finds you well and working hard. We haven't heard from Elsie
at all - but imagine that she is really having a wonderful time.

Sincerely,

Nancy Maddalozzo
Secretary to Elsie Cunningham

rim
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HARVARD

harvard University 25
February, 960

mrs.
Nancy Mandaloggo

Victnam Project

michigan State
University

East
Lansing,

Michigan

fear
naney,

Please
fine rutur red here with the book

bill acco impaired with course certification
as asked

my
son guest is that

you
312 right in with

holding
the

formed
we bill

until Elare's attem

8 am
feeling quite well againthe new

place,
through locking

a Kitchen,is
very comfortable;

the only lincomic
nience is that there is no

they have
service in the new house and r an

hesitating
to his tall one for my

own
use and

present condition

Bedialer, my
work is

going
on

of
at

an
increasingly

intensive my thin.

hope
something

( quick and
successful)

will come out at the other and

Thank
you for your

.00
licitude

Nancy.
It is

my
wish that you and

your lear
family

are
happy

as
always

He llo to CRau deed None 3
mill

you all. No wow
from

Elsie yet
she must be, as

you said, having a

really wouldful
time.

Vincuely

Zaphat



Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat 
55 Trowbridge Street 
Cambridge 38 , 
Massachusetts 

Dear Phat: 

February 25 , 196o 

Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period 
from March 1st t.hrough the 15th. 

Phat1 I have changed my mind about sav1ng these bills for 
books until Elsie returns . If you will indicate for which 
courses these books were purchased and return the bill to 
me, I will then process them for payment . 

None of us have heard at all from Elsie - guess she must be 
really having a good time and enjoying her vacation. 

Sincerely yours, 

Nancy Maddalozzo 
Secretary tc Elsie Cunningham 

nm 

February 25, 1960

Mr. Tran Ngoc Phat
55 Trowbridge Street
Cambridge 38,
Massachusetts

Dear Phat:

Please find enclosed your per diem check for the period
from March 1st through the 15th.

Phat, I have changed my mind about saving these bills for
books until Elsie returns. If you will indicate for which
courses these books were purchased and return the bill to
me, I will then process them for payment.

None of us have heard at all from Elsie - guess she must be
really having a good time and enjoying her vacation.

Sincerely yours,

Nancy Maddalozzo
Secretary to Elsie Cunningham

nm
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