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Report to Vietnam Project . 

The progress made by a participant is the result 
of many factors. 

Perhaps the most important one is the unive rs ity 
chosen,its location,the pepartment of the participant's 
field and its professors. 

Equally important are the requirements of the Ph .D. 
p ro g ram which vary fvom one university to another.For 
instance some allow p rospective foreign candid~tes to 
take English as a second language,s ome do not;for s t udents 
in Economics,calculus may be a compulsory subject ece ••• 

Some Vietnamese g raduates including myself received 
thmir degrees f ~om European Universities where t he credit 
s y stem did not exist.To avoid unpleasant s urprise a p arti­
cipant accustomed to the less intensive rate of work in 
t r. e Europ ean and or na:bi ve universities should have a clear 
idea of what would represent t he amount of effort required 
to fulfill a 3 point cre dit c ourse.The Ame rican system 
with its weekly written t ests and one or two midterm 
examinations in addition to its compulsor y reseach p apers 
is much more demanding to a graduate Vietnamse$ studen t 
than the latter usaally expected. 

While in Europe a Ph . D candidate has p ractically 
no choice of the courses within his f ield o~ s pecializa­
tion here he is relativ e ly freer to ma~e this choice.A 
sound selection of the courses at the start would save 
him a good de a l of time and spare him of the p ainful 
decision to chan g e to other courses at a later date . 

1hose various factors are new to a Vietnamese 
student,and in his own interest as well as in the interest 
of the snonsoring organization a p artici pant must be fed 
with as much information as possible so that he could 
reach the most suitable decision reg anding the choice of 
uni~ersity and the selection of cou~ses. 

In my case I was acce p ted by Berkeley;Columbia 
and Cornell.My main reason for se:J£cting Cornell Business 
School wa s that it was loc a te d i n a small town and there­
fore t he cost of living t he re was believed to be lower 
than in Newyork.Not only this is untrue - Ithaca is near­
ly as expens i ve a s Iewyork City - but also this t ypifies 

the most irrational decision making . With such scanty in­
formation at best this kind of decision is a shot in the 
dark . Even if Cornell ~chool turned o ut to be ' better 
t h an expected t _his woul d not remove the fact tha t the de­
cision was reached in a most unscientific manner . That Cor­
nell is a s well known as Columbia does not mean that eaciht 
Cornell department or school can match Columbia,and in 
the c a s e of the Business School 1 Columbia with its longer 
traditions,its professors and its nearness to the world 
biggest commercial and financial center certainly o ~fers 
to its s tudents many mo ~e advantag es . 
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The progress made by a participant is the result
of many factors.

Perhaps the most important one is the university
chosen, its location, the department of the participant's
field and its professors.

Equally important are the requirements of the Ph.D.
program which vary from one university to another. For
instance some allow prospective foreign candidates to
take English as a second language, some do not;for students
in Economics, calculus may be a compulsory subject etc

Some Vietnamese graduates including myself received
their degrees from European Universities where the credit
system did not exist. To avoid unpleasant surprise a parti-
cipant accustomed to the less intensive rate of work in
the European and or native universities should have a clear
idea of what would represent the amount of effort required
to fulfill a 3 point credit course. The American system
with its weekly written tests and one or two midterm
examinations in addition to its compulsory reseach papers
is much more demanding to a graduate Vietnamses student
than the latter usually expected.

While in Europe a Ph. D candidate has practically
no choice of the courses within his field od specializa-
tion here he is relatively freer to make this choice. A
sound selection of the courses at the start would save
him a good deal of time and spare him of the painful
decision to change to other courses at a later date.

Those various factors are new to a Vietnamese
student, and in his own interest as well as in the interest
of the sponsoring organization a participant must be fed
with as much information as possible so that he could
reach the most suitable decision regarding the choice of
university and the selection of courses.

In my case I was accepted by Berkeley, Columbia
and Cornell. My main reason for selecting Cornell Business
School was that it was located in a small town and there-
fore the cost of living there was believed to be lower
than in Newyork. Not only this is untrue - Ithaca is near-
ly as expensive as Newyork City - but also this typifies
the most irrational decision making. With such scanty in-

formation at best this kind of decision is a shot in the
dark. Even if Cornell School turned out to be of better
shan expected t his would not remove the fact that the de-
cision was reached in a most unscientific manner. That Cor-
nell is as well known as Columbia does not mean that each
Cornell department or school can match Columbia, and in
the case of the Business School Columbia with its longer
traditions, professors and its nearness to the world
biggest commercial and financial center certainly offers
to its students many more advantages.



What has b een ~aid above is not intende ~ to di s credit 
Cornell Business Sch ool wh ich inde ed is a good one , bu t 
only to illustrate the lac k of essenti a l informatibn 
which a p articip ant has to content with in his selection 
of alternatives . 

Because of his unp repareness a Vietnamese p artici ­
p ant u s u ally s pend~ the first semester to adjust h i mself 
to the new envi r onments and in p artmcular to the exig en -
cies of the American doctoral p r ogram. No t much s h o uld 
be expecte d of him dur i ng this period •• In my cas e I took 
15 credi t noint courses and was fa i rly s a t i sfied wi th my 
work. Th e p ro gress in the secon d semester at Columbia Busi­
ness School was in a wa y cumunative, and ag ain I took 
5 courses and did reasonably well . 

After the first yaar the p articip ant woul d be 
fac ed wi th another alte r native : either to devote more time 
to course wo~k or to start preparing r ight away for h i s 
t h esis . This ~ , of cou rse,conditioned u pon his comp l e tion 
of all t h e re quirements of the Ph . D. p rog ram. In my op inon 
t h e more time a Ph.D . candida te s pends on course work 
the better e quippe d he will be to teach l a ter a t the NI A 
in Saigon . Th e knowledg e he ge t s out of attendin g c ourses 
coul ~ be u sed for teach i ng purp ose wh ilehis the s is is 
some thing of a personal affa ir and usuall~ f ocuses on a 
too s pec ialized a spect of h is f i el d of c onc ent r ati on to 
be e asily adaptable to the subject which h e will lecture 
on late r . 

For t h is reason I h a ve dec ide d to s pend one mo r e 
year taking c ourses and hop e to h ave the member of my 
doctoral commi ttee a g ree d on scheduling my preliminary fill 

examination in the Sp ring seme ster of 1960 . I s pend all 
this summer reading most of the a ss i gne d books and arti­
cles relevant to the thre e s u b jects r equ i re d for the 
Preliminary e xami n ati on n amely Manageri al Economics, Per -
sonnel Adminis t ration and Bu s i ness Finance . 

This will leave me only one ye a r to work ou t the 
outline of my the sis,have it acce p ted , g ather t h e materials , 
p r ocess them,write u p t he t h esis,have it t yped an d defense ' 
it . My guess is that one year is too short a time . Both my 
adviso rs at Cornell and the p rofe s s ors at Columbia ag ree 
tha t a long er perio d s houl d b e al l owe' and point out t hat 
Arner i a an students a sually s pend more t han a ye a r for their 
t hes is . 

_ It is my h op e t h a t Vi e tnam ~ro je ~t will also agree 
on th$ $ point and will c on sider t h e possibility of e xten­
d ing t hi s thre e ye ar p rogram t o all Ph . D. c andidates. 

What has been said above is not intende to discredit
Cornell Business School which indeed is a good one, but
only to illustrate the lack of essential information
which a participant has to content with in his selection
of alternatives.

Because of his unprepareness a Vietnamese partici-
pant usually spends the first semester to adjust himself
to the new environments and in particular to the exigen -
cies of the American doctoral program. Not much should
be expected of him during this period. In my case I took
15 credit point courses and was fairly satisfied with my
work. The progress in the second semester at Columbia Busi-
ness School was in a way cumunative, and again I took
5 courses and did reasonably well.

After the first year the participant would be
faced with another alternative: either to devote more time
to course work or to start preparing right away for his
thesis. This $1 of course, conditioned upon his completion
of all the requirements of the Ph. D. program. In my opinon
the more time a Ph. D. candidate spends on course work
the better equipped he will be to teach later at the NIA
in Saigon. The knowledge he gets out of attending courses
coul be used for teaching purpose whilehis thesis is
something of a personal affair and usually focuses on a
too specialized aspect of his field of concentration to
be easily adaptable to the subject which he will lecture
on later.

For this reason I have decided to spend one more
year taking courses and hope to have the member of my
doctoral committee agreed on scheduling my preliminary
examination in the Spring semester of 1960. I spend all
this summer reading most of the assigned books and arti-
cles relevant to the three sub jects required for the
Preliminary examination namely Managerial Economics, Per -
sonnel Administration and Business Finance.

This will leave me only one year to work out the
outline of my thesis, have it accepted, gather the materials
process them, write up the thesis, have it typed and defense
it. My guess is that one year is too short a time. Both my
advisors at Cornell and the professors at Columbia agree
that a longer period should be allowes and point out that
American students usually spend more than a year for their
thesis.

It is my hope that Vietnam Froject will also agree
on th$$ point and will consider the possibility of exten-
ding this three year program to all Ph. D. candidates.
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