
Dear '' es , 

Just a 1ort note to g ive · ou orn e i dea of just ho · s ere ed up t h i n s are 

here ric t no-1 . I ' m enclo s i n., an ar ticl e H ich a e-::tred i n t h J "'..n. 

i s~ e of th e Sai on Pos t and I ike mos t of t he Vietn~mese e e ~ e "'..t er 

pset about it . I had a closer interest in i he case than mos t becaus e I 

ne'r most of t he eo l e i nvo ved and al s o kne1 the r iction bet een h ien 

and Linh nd betueen y and Huong . he f iring of the empl oyees ho 

been sent to Pari s 1-ri th the approval of ieu , Ky and inh "·'er e mos t 

unf or tunat ely caught bett..reen t e petty i ff erenc es of t hose I just 

mentioned . I say etty because ~t time ·rhen Hanoi an he TL are 

mak i n Sai on look like a b nch of f ool s , I ea l ly hal f e. pected the 

south Vi et n me e to c t lit t le more b oth cr l y . s you can see from t he 

ar t icl e , so e very good and nonpol itica peopl e a t VP got ro. al 

scret· i ng . Thien i ed t hem t r ee days befor e he o f iciall lef t of"""ice . 

Buu rg i one of your proteges I t ' i , is not eally re sponsible f or the 

mess . T ere a group of peo e i n Vietnam Press o 1·rant e mo e poHer 

and t he made the i r move t hrou .,h::t: Buu :r-r i . I can et t h e ·Thole stor y 

fo r . ou i f you 1·rant b ecause I think it t yp i f ies one of t he crucial el ement s 

·rhich e a e simpl unabl e t o de 1 t• ith i n Vi etnam, and it l so sho·ts 

t he pot· er of t he ou ther n ~ estora tion Bloc n:bdootoc ·ri th n ich t e ey 

figure i nvolved in t he di~m i s sal ca se a s ali n ed . Hanoi of co r se h a s 

made grea t hay ov e the 1hole a fa i r c lling fo civil se vants to leave 

t hei r jobs s i nce t hey 1 .v e no s ecu ity and a e sub j ect to political 

jealousie s et c. e t c . 0u't e blo r in t he eye for ou · foundling demo c a c , h 

1uh? n. ho•. I ' m mad as a ha t t er ove t he 1 ole af'fai and i s , h I "ai ted 

a . ·ee to nr i te . ou . 

~umors a oun 

from a to 

short time . 

to·~ i ,h t no · s eem to ho• t e ~o itical cene ovin _ 

rors e . I t i ther e " i be e CA,bi 1et re- s f le i n 2. 

.• commen t to th i s as t :~.t I co l dn ' t t h i of c:m one el e 

to )Ut in a ne r c b i net--li e they ' re unnin1 ou t of e pl e ! nd t e 

ones "ho hav e the ab ility 'ln com and t 1e resect just on ' t seem to '·' n t 

to join t e sinki ng s i • here a"Y' e al so more an more r me s of a 

ceasef i re i n t e n ear future sinc e s one mP.n told me , "th e merican s are 

tir ed of t he stup i dity of the Vietnamese delegR. tion in a i s . " The 

Vietnamese are o cour s e biQing t her e t i me until I i Yon t eke s off ice 

but they st il l f orget tha t Johnson has a fe · days le t i n the ' ite 

House and t hat the old man i s not lik ~l . t o leave i s a mini r tra tion 

Dear Wes,

Just a short note to give you some idea of just how screwed up things are

here right now. I'm enclosing an article which appeared in the Jan. 1

issue of the Saigon Post and I like most of the Vietnamese here are rather

upset about it. I had a closer interest in the case than most because I

knew most of the people involved and also knew the friction between Thien

and Linh and between Ky and Huong. The firing of the employees who had

been sent to Paris with the approval of Thieu, Ky and Linh were most

unfortunately caught between the petty differences of those I just

mentioned. I say petty because at a time when Hanoi and the NLF are

making Saigon look like a bunch of fools, I really half expected the

south Vietnamese to act a little more brotherly. As you can see from the

article, some very good and nonpolitical people at VP got a royal

screwing. Thien fired them three days before he officially left office.

Buu Nghi, one of your proteges I think, is not really responsible for the

mess. There was a group of people in Vietnam Press who wanted more power

and they made their move through* Buu Nghi. I can get the whole story

for you if you want because I think it typifies one of the crucial elements

which we are simply unable to deal with in Vietnam, and it also shows

the power of the Southern Restoration Bloc keywhich thewith

figure involved in the dismissal case was aligned. Hanoi of course has

made great hay over the whole affair calling for civil servants to leave

their jobs since they have no security and are subject to political

jealousies etc. etc. Quite a blow in the eye for our foundling democracy, is

huh? Anyhow I'm mad as a hatter over the whole affair and is why I waited

a week to write you.

Rumors around town right now seem to show the political scene as moving

from bad to worse. I think there will be a cabinet re-shuffle in a

short time. My comment to this was that I couldn't think of anyone else

to put in a new cabinet--like they're running out of people! And the

ones who have the ability and command the respect just don't seem to want

to join the sinking ship. There are also more and more rumors of a

ceasefire in the near future since as one man told me, "the Americans are

tired of the stupidity of the Vietnamese delegation in Paris." The

Vietnamese are of course biding there time until Nixon takes office

but they still forget that Johnson has a few days left in the White

House and that the old man is not likely to leave his administration



ietly . Of cours , Ky , Khoi nd i nh ·rer e 1i s t es om -t e be1 ,i nni n • 

I don ' t kno• 10 Ky can be emoved no ·J 17i t 1ou t t h r ea.ten m:lil. the 

b.c -. c o· 'll of the g overnment s i nce h i s i smis s a l t oul d be t .·m t amount t o 

bein.r; co-"'P) l e t ely s-t r i ~)p cd of ' o·re r . Cne po s on hn"" su ostod that the 

onlY ':iY t o move t in,· · i n some h ~t pro r e a s ive di rect ion is f or T i cu 

to s npend the constitution and t e 1h,t i onal Assembl y . There ' s ano t her 

stol'y to th~~t too •• but it can ··:ait unt i l l a ter . 

Do ou 1ave any p ans f or mak i ng the scene Rt 1")1. i s or Sai g on in the near 

uture . -ro•r is the A.m e ic n L
1 r i end s doing? I s Vietn~.m Pcrsncctiv es st ill 

bein publi shed? I ' m sti l ccr edi t md to it an you never d i an s~·rer my 

l e t t r c on c erning ar ticl es , i n t crvi e-·s e t c . •ili ich I mi ht o to earn my 

~cere i t a tion . I ~~ i t p~t i ently you r e s onse ••••• 

Happy tre ·T Year and e ee t the c:.m il f o u • Do :rr · te and s t a. aT·7ay f om 

t he Honp Kong f u . 

\ s eve 

quietly. Of course, ,Khoi and Linh were mistakes from the beginning.

I don't know how Ky and can be removed now without threatening the

breakdown of the government since his dismissal would be tantamount to

being completely stripped of power. One person has suggested that the

only way to move things in a somewhat progressive direction is for Thieu

to suspend the constitution and the National Assembly. There's another

story to that too but it can wait until later.

Do you have any plans for making the scene at Paris or Saigon in the near

future? How is the American Friends doing? Is Vietnam Perspectives still

being published? I'm still accredited to it and you never did answer my

letter concerning articles, interviews etc. which I might do to earn my

accreditation. I await patiently your response

Happy New Year and greet the family for us. Do write and stay away from

the Hong Kong flu.

As ever and

fully

recovered
from

a new
years hang our

Jolymne
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