
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE . 

TO: Date: February 15,1956 

FROM: Robert P. Speer, Public Affairs Officer 

SUBJECT: Press Censorship 

The f ollowing account of pr ess c en s orship by t he National 
Gov~rnment is being r eported by de spatch ~ to Washington. Since 
a number of American officials here in Vi?tnam have expressed an 
interest in this subj ect, ~nd the despatch form precludes extended 
circulation here at the post, I am having it reproduced a lso in 
thi[3 form. 

The despatch, drafted by Robert Gildea, As s i s tant ? r e ss Offi­
cer, constitutes a case history of censorship of two papers. It 
is conceded that political motivation may have made censorship 
unusual ly severe f or these . newspap·~r s , · which are organs of the 
Oppositi on, bu t all our informa tion indicate s that even staunchly 
pro-Government n ewspap ers have been r eceiving ·almost the s ame treata 
ment. 

It is requested that circulation be confined t o senior offi­
cers whose duties involve possibl e relations in the press field. 

* * * 
On January 31, 1956, Mr. Phan Tung , editor of the Saigon 

daily, THO! BAO, and the weeKly, VIET CHINE, appeared at the Press 
Office of the U. S. Information Service ahd stated he wished to 
determine if the Americ ans actually r ealized what was going on re­
garding press censorshi p in Vi etnam. 

He asked i f h e mi ght be able to tell his stor y of how he was 
.being "forced out of business by the Department of Information." 
His reason for coming to USIS was "Di em is being charged with be­
ing a puppet of the Americans". If there is a wor d of truth in 
this, he said, then perhaps his viSit would pay off, in that USIS 
might pass on the word t o D1em that censorship should be relaxed. 

When asked how h e wa s being forced out of bus1ness, the 
editor told of the new distribution ag ency, controlled by the 
Veterans' Association under Gene r a l Nguyen Ngoc Le (Chief of the 
VN Surete'), which now control s all new spap er distribution in 
Saigon. The edit or char ged that on many occasions he turns over 
the d aily run of his n ewspap er to be di s tributed t o the n ews stands, 
and that a day lat er t he entire run 1 s r et urned, and h e is t old 
not a paper wa s sold that day. 

The editor s a id that a smal l pape r such as hi s cannot stand 
many apJlications of this treat~ent. He s aid that he is in dire 
financial strait s . His paper, · supported by the Cao Dai religious 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO: Date: February 15,1956

Robert P. Speer, Public Affairs OfficerFROM:

SUBJECT: Press Censorship

The following account of press censorship by the National
Government is being reported by despatch- to Washington. Since
a number of American officials here in Vietnam have expressed an
interest in this subject, and the despatch form precludes extended
circulation here at the post, I am having it reproduced also in
this form.

The despatch, drafted by Robert Gildea, Assistant Press Offi-

cer, constitutes a case history of censorship of two papers. It
is conceded that political motivation may have made censorship
unusually severe for these newspapers, which are organs of the

Opposition, but all our information indicates that even staunchly
pro-Government newspapers have been receiving almost the same treat.
ment.

It is requested that circulation be confined to senior offi-
cers whose duties involve possible relations in the press field.

On January 31, 1956, Mr. Phan Tung, editor of the Saigon
daily, THOI BAO, and the weekly, VIET CHINH, appeared at the Press
Office of the U. S. Information Service and stated he wished to
determine if the Americans actually realized what was going on re-

garding press censorship in Vietnam.

He asked if he might be able to tell his story of how he was

being "forced out of business by the Department of Information.
His reason for coming to USIS was "Diem is being charged with be-

ing a puppet of the Americans". If there is a word of truth in

this, he said, then perhaps his visit would pay off, in that USIS

might pass on the word to Diem that censorship should be relaxed.

When asked how he was being forced out of business, the
editor told of the new distribution agency, controlled by the
Veterans' Association under General Nguyen Ngoc Le (Chief of the
VN Surete'), which now controls all newspaper distribution in

Saigon. The editor charged that on many occasions he turns over
the daily run of his newspaper to be distributed to the news stands,
and that a day later the entire run is returned, and he is told
not a paper was sold that day.

The editor said that a small paper such as his cannot stand

many applications of this treatment. He said that he is in dire
straits. His paper, supported by the Cao Dai religiousfinancial
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sect in the beginning, and subsid.ized to the extent of having 350 
copies bought daily by the government, now finds itself in the 
position of having the gov ernment cancel its subscription, and 
the Cao Dai withdrawing its bacKing because it no longer can 
afford to support a newspaper. 

He said that the paper always operated at a loss, with the 
Cao Dai picking u~ the deficit. The fact that the paper . owned its 
own back shop enabled it to continue in operation b ecause all em­
ployees have "tightened their belts 11 and have been working without 
salary, since the censors began discriminating against his paper. 
However he now feels that the paper's days are numbered and he 
will be forced to suspend in the near f¥ture. 

' He said that another trick the Information Department used 
was to hold up the return of his page proofs, submitted for ceasor­
~hip, for several hours. 1rhe proofs would be returned with vast 
areas of white space, and notations pencilled in directing the 
~di~or to fill these spaces. By the time he had set more type 
to fill these spaces his paper would hit the streets hours after 
all other papers had been distributed. 

Mr. Tung said that although his supply of newsprint has not 
yet been curtailed, he has been throa·tened with this action. News­
print is controlled by the governmGnt. 

Tung stated that he spoke a:lso for the daily newspaper ~t,UOC 
GIA (The Nation), saying that this papE.-r, also an organ of the 

.Cao Dai, was experiencing the same treatment being accorded him. 

The edit or turned over :numerou s pagG proofs, showing sa1nple s 
of the c ensors' work, and asked tl1at the~i be forwarded to the 
~rop er U. S. authorities to prove his case. 

' A brief chr onol ogicr.1l suramary of the content of articles 
ce~sored in recent months follows: 

QUOC GIA, October 31, 1955. An editorial urging freedom of 
the press was censored. 

T.HOI DA.I, November 16. A letter of thanks to the editor 
from the Air Vietnam workers, for the part the paper played in 
gaining them a wage increase , was censored. 

THOI DAI, November 22. An article speculating on. when un­
employment would end in Vietn.um was censored. 

In the same issue an article stating that b ecause a people 
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sect in the beginning, and subsidized to the extent of having 350
copies bought daily by the government, now finds itself in the
position of having the government cancel its subscription, and
the Cao Dai withdrawing its backing because it no longer can
afford to support a newspaper.

He said that the paper always operated at a loss, with the
Cao Dai picking up the deficit. The fact that the paper owned its
own back shop enabled it to continue in operation because all em-

ployees have "tightened their belts" and have been working without

salary, since the censors began discriminating against his paper.
However he now feels that the paper's days are numbered and he
will be forced to suspend in the near future.

He said that another trick the Information Department used
was to hold up the return of his page proofs, submitted for censor-

ship, for several hours. The proofs would be returned with vast
areas of white space, and notations pencilled in directing the
editor to fill these spaces. By the time he had set more type
to fill these spaces his paper would hit the streets hours after
all other papers had been distributed.

Mr. Tung said that although his supply of newsprint has not

yet been curtailed, he has been threatened with this action. News-

print is controlled by the government.

Tung stated that he spoke also for the daily newspaper QUOC
(The Nation), saying that this paper, also an organ of theGIA

Cao Dai, was experiencing the same treatment being accorded him.

The editor turned over numerous page proofs, showing samples
of the censors' work, and asked that they be forwarded to the

proper U. S. authorities to prove his case.

A brief chronological summary of the content of articles

censored in recent months follows:

QUOC GIA, October 31, 1955. An editorial urging freedom of
the press was censored.

THOI DAI, November 16. A letter of thanks to the editor
from the Air Vietnam workers, for the part the paper played in

gaining them a wage increase, was censored.

THOI DAI, November 22. An article speculating on when un-

employment would end in Vietnam was censored.

In the same issue an article stating that because a people
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have the right to vote they don't necessarily enjoy true democracy 
was censored. 

THOI DAI, January 10, 1956. A news story telling of an article 
which appeared in LA IJIBERTE' (Camb odi an pap er), charging Dr. Phan 
Quang Dan was anti-French , was denied by Dan. This arti.cl e was 
censored. The editor s a id that all mention of Dr. Dan was to be 
held to a minimum, sinc e Dr. Dan is r ecogniz ed as one of the l eaders 
of Diem's opposition in Vietnam. 

THOI D.A..I, January 12. A letter from Dir ector of Information 
for South Vietnam, Pham ·~;uang Bong, writt en to Nguyen Bao Toan and 
congratulating him on his election as head of the n ewly-formed News­
paper Associ ation, was censored by Tran ·Tam, Dj_r ector of Press in 
the Department of Information. It will be r ecalled that Bong "re­
signed" a f ew days lat er. 

., 
In the same issue an editorial, stating that the r evolution 

in Fre e Vi etnam cannot b e abandoned until all the obj ective s have· 
been r ealized, was compl et ely c ensored. 

. THOI DAI, January 13, A lawyer, Hoang Co Thuy, member of the 
People's Hevolution::1ry Committe e , who was alleged to have bet;;n a 
memb er of the group dissolving the PRC, denied that he was a member 
6f the dissolution group. His l ett e~ to the editor was censored. 

In the .same issue, the main editorial stat ed that the PRC still 
had its third objective , est ablishrn6nt of a domocratic ass embly, to 
be realiz ed, and therefor e it could not think of dissolution. The 
entire editorial was c ensored. 

· QUOC GIA, J anuary 13. A ·n ews story t elling of a possibl e str~e 
1n the wat er and e l ectrical company he r e was c ensored. 

~UOC GIA, J anuary 13. A story charging corruption under Vu 
Thi Ngai, he ad of the Phu Tho Orphanage , wa s c ensored. 

THOI DAI, January 18. An articl e exposing a corrupt minor 
functionary., naming names, giving figur e s and f acts "to prove the 
officials' crime s'', was c ensored. The editor stated this offlcial 
continues to function in his office. 

THOI DAI, J anuary 21. A l ett er from Nguyen Ba o To an, h ead of 
the People's Revolutionary Committ ee , dunying tha t h e was r e sponsi­
ble for the sal e of t heatre tickets l a st summer to Saigon r s sidents. 

THOI DAi, Janu ~1ry 25. An ei ght-c olumn headline saying "'I'he 
Secret Talks in the Whit e House (Eisenhower-Eden) Will Decide ~Vhether 
There Will Be Peac e or War". Censor's not e instructed editor to 
forget about this t;ype of t hing and play up the ass e:mbly 
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have the right to vote they don't necessarily enjoy true democracy
was censored.

THOI DAI, January 10, 1956. A news story telling of an article
which appeared in LA LIBERTE' (Cambodian paper), charging Dr. Phan

Quang Dan was anti-French, was denied by Dan. This article was
censored. The editor said that all mention of Dr. Dan was to be
held to a minimum, since Dr. Dan is recognized as one of the leaders
of Diem's opposition in Vietnam.

THOI DAI, January 12. A letter from Director of Information
for South Vietnam, Pham Quang Bong, written to Nguyen Bao Toan and

congratulating him on his election as head of the newly-formed News-

paper Association, was censored by Tran Tam, Director of Press in
the Department of Information. It will be recalled that Bong "re-
signed" a few days later.

In the same issue an editorial, stating that the revolution
in Free Vietnam cannot be abandoned until all the objectives have
been realized, was completely censored.

THOI DAI, January 13, A lawyer, Hoang Co Thuy, member of the

People's Revolutionary Committee, who was alleged to have been a
member of the group dissolving the PRC, denied that he was a member
of the dissolution group. His letter to the editor was censored.

In the same issue, the main editorial stated that the PRC still
had its third objective, establishment of a democratic assembly, to
be realized, and therefore it could not think of dissolution. The
entire editorial was censored.

QUOC GIA, January 13. A news story telling of a possible strike
in the water and electrical company here was censored.

QUOC GIA, January 13. A story charging corruption under Vu
Thi Ngai, head of the Phu Tho Orphanage, was censored.

THOI DAI, January 18. An article exposing a corrupt minor

functionary, naming names, giving figures and facts "to prove the

officials' crimes", was censored. The editor stated this official
continues to function in his office.

THOI DAI, January 21. A letter from Nguyen Bao Toan, head of
the People's Revolutionary Committee, denying that he was responsi-
ble for the sale of theatre tickets last summer to Saigon residents.

THOI DAI, January 25. An eight-column headline saying "The
Secret Talks in the White House (Eisenhower-Eden) Will Decide Whether
There Will Be Peace or War". Censor's note instructed editor to

forget about this type of thing and play up the assembly
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elections. 

QUOC GIA, January 26. An editorial charging that the assembly 
that would be elected under the proposed regulations would be a 
rubber sta)np assembly and not one representative of the people's 
wishes was completely c,::•ncored • . 

THOI .DA.I, January :'29 . An editorial attac.i:c ing the election 
regulat1ons. Editor was instructed to fill in white spa ce with 
editorial urging support for the "revolutionary" candidates in 
the coming elections as the only persons deserving supp9rt for 
office. 

THOI DAI, Janu~ry 30. An eight-columl he~dline stating 
"Bulganin wants a peace trea:!Jywi th the USA"; the editor was in­
structed to replace the headline with another urging support for 
the "revolutionaries" in the assembly elections . 

THOI DAI, . January 30. A l etter of piotest to President Diem 
on the assembly eJ-ection r egulations, signed by .Phan Quang Dan. 

l'HOI DAI, January 31. A news story reporting the head of the 
Revolutionary Committee , 1~guyen Bao 'l'oan, as opposing the assembly 
elections r egulations, was censored. 

In the same issue an article on "voters' rights'' was censored. 

THOI DAI, February 1. An ei ght-column headline telling of 
the assassination of the South Korean CIC General. 

THOI DAI,- February 1. A story telling of a man committing 
suicide because he was ttvery poor 11 waf.:J permitted to be published 
after the words 11very poor 11 were eliminated . 

'I1HO I · DAI' s editor tol d. of a story h e attempted to publish 
which exposed the play 11 Und 0r the Cross 11 as being a communist 
vehicle. The article was censored. ThE editor said the reaso~ 
for its censorship was bacauso the play ' s author is a friend of 
Le Khai Trach and Tran Tam, prominent in the Information Depart­
ment. 
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elections.

QUOC GIA, January 26. An editorial charging that the assembly
that would be elected under the proposed regulations would be a
rubber stamp assembly and not one representative of the people's
wishes was completely censored.

THOI DAI, January 29. An editorial attacking the election
regulations. Editor was instructed to fill in white space with
editorial urging support for the "revolutionary" candidates in
the coming elections as the only persons deserving support for
office.

THOI DAI, January 30. An eight-column headline stating
"Bulganin wants a peace treaty wi th the USA"; the editor was in-
structed to replace the headline with another urging support for
the "revolutionaries" in the assembly elections.

THOI DAI, January 30. A letter of protest to President Diem
on the assembly election regulations, signed by Phan Quang Dan.

THOI DAI, January 31. A news story reporting the head of the

Revolutionary Committee, Nguyen Bao Toan, as opposing the assembly
elections regulations, was censored.

In the same issue an article on "voters' rights" was censored.

THOI DAI, February 1. An eight-column headline telling of
the assassination of the South Korean CIC General.

THOI DAI, February 1. A story telling of a man committing
suicide because he was "very poor" was permitted to be published
after the words "very poor" were eliminated.

THOI DAI's editor told of a story he attempted to publish
which exposed the play "Under the Cross" as being a communist
vehicle. The article was censored. The editor said the reason
for its censorship was because the play's author is a friend of
Le Khai Trach and Tran Tam, prominent in the Information Depart-
ment.

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE


	UA17-95_000268_1
	UA17-95_000268_2
	UA17-95_000268_3
	UA17-95_000268_4

