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This memo is an attempt to summarize the results or the meeting with 
Ph. D. participants which took place on February 6. A a general state· 
ment, the meeting seems to have be.en worthwhile and both participants 
nd faculty felt that it made some contribution toward improvement or 

the program and the efforts or the rtic1pants. Of the participants 
scheduled to come, all were present except Mr. Khanh, who wa quite 
111 With the flu and did not attend any of the ,sessions. The faculty 
repNsentat1on was sadly depleted by the time everyone assembled, however, 
llness, the press of other engage nts, and trips out ot town accoUnted 

for a jority ot those invited, and only Dorsey, Smuckler, Cunningham 
and I were in attendance. 

Th.e gener l meeting 1n the morning opened with a series of introductory 
remarks by Ralph Smuckler, Who discussed recent developments at the 
Inst1tute in Saigon, indicated some ot the reasons for opt1.m1sm over the 
Institute •s progress in the tuture, some of the problelll3 Which are still to 
be overcome, and emphasized s.trongly the important role whioh these 
participant will play up()n their return to Vietnam. 

After the introductory remarks, d1souss1on was opened with an invitation 
to set forth particular problems which the partio1 t felt would affect 
their own future, or suggestions on the selection of Ph. D.. candidates 
to :tollow. The first thing to come up was the Col11Plaint by the participant 
that although, as Smuekler bad 1nd1e ted, they are expected to till an 
import.ant role 1n the NIA at some tuture date, they teel they have lmost 
m contact with the NIA at the present time / and that the NIA has no real 
interest in thern. They said th.at it was ditticult to become very excited 
over tbe p?'ospect ot returning to the NIA and helping to bU1ld it 1nto a 
better 1nat1tut1on when they telt 1solat d and ignored by the faculty and 
the administration. They suggested that they wouJ.d l11<e to receive not1t1cation 
ot events taking place within the IA on fairly re ular b sis, as well as 
materials relating to administrative and economic change in Vietnam. For 
example 1 the NIA might send t .hem copies of Administrative Re earch so that they 
can keep in touch with what is going on in research and otfuir 'IiiSE1tute 
. ct!v1ties . They also suggested that they help in bU1ld1ng the library 
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Subject: Ph. D. Meeting

This memo is an attempt to summarize the results of the meeting with
Ph. D. participants which took place on February 6. As a general state-
ment, the meeting seems to have been worthwhile and both participants
and faculty felt that it made some contribution toward improvement of
the program and the efforts of the participants. of the participants
scheduled to come, all were present except Mr. Khanh, who was quite
ill with the flu and did not attend any of the sessions. The faculty
representation was sadly depleted by the time everyone assembled, however,
Illness, the press of other engagements, and trips out of town accounted
for a majority of those invited, and only Dorsey, Smuckler, Cunningham
and I were in attendance.

The general meeting in the morning opened with a series of introductory
remarks by Ralph Smuckler, who discussed recent developments at the
Institute in Saigon, indicated some of the reasons for optimism over the
Institute's progress in the future, some of the problems which are still to
be overcome, and emphasized strongly the important role which these
participants will play upon their return to Vietnam.

After the introductory remarks, discussion was opened with an invitation
to set forth particular problems which the participants felt would affect
their own future, or suggestions on the selection of Ph. D. candidates
to follow. The first thing to come up was the complaint by the participants
that although, as Smuckler had indicated, they are expected to fill an
important role in the NIA at some future date, they feel they have almost
no contact with the NIA at the present time, and that the NIA has no real
interest in them. They said that it was difficult to become very excited
over the prospect of returning to the NIA and helping to build it into a
better institution when they felt isolated and ignored by the faculty and
the administration. They suggested that they would like to receive notification
of events taking place within the NIA on a fairly regular basis, as well as
materials relating to administrative and economic change in Vietnam. For
example, the NIA might send them copies of Administrative Research so that they
can keep in touch with what is going on in research and other Institute
activities. They also suggested that they help in building the library
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holdings in their are ot 1ntttrest l t to send 
ations tor ordel'ing booka doc nt to the lib cy1 and, poss1blf, 

.receive a co spond nee· relating to current acqui 1t1ons. They do not 
feel that t y can 1n!t1ate t se tnore · ed contact.a. tr here, but that this 
m t e~ tr the m . m1 undOUbtedly a veJ!1 touchy rea tor tmu to 

dle in, but: i t seems to · t t t rale of t rt1c ts might be 
improved 11' e could omehow c unicat to the NIA the need and desirab111ty 
ot itlprov1ng the current l'Clations tween these ic1 · t and the HI.A 
o t t When they ret\ll'n they will t el that they are c into a 
it t1on 1 re they are bc>th t d and needed. y be able to help 
Ince 111 understand the it t1on. 

Another probl that cam up in connection with their 
NIA wa.a th& q tion ot Amel"i .n ver us Prenoh de · ea, t gener 
reputation attached to eaeh. f c pl 1 d that the typical tt1tU4 
1n Sai.gon one ot looking down on ·r1can degree 1 nd recognition ot 
th1 · does 11 ttle t o bolster t tr le here . I th&r they re 117 
felt that the A rican degr int rio.r to t.he Fr nch e now t t they 

d bad an opportun1t1 to work t one . It to the un us 
opinion t the partkipant t t t rican · gr 41.tticUlt to 
obtain and re thorouah 1n it . ire nts with et to the part1cul r 
f1 ld than wa e French degre · t t octo te level. re.tore,. tMJ do 
not teal that they being sbort-c nged cadeI:d lly, but ra·ther feel t t 
t · true val of their degree w11l not b appreciat • ti to no f 1.rm 
conclusion other than that tb1 form ot prieJudice with 'Whieh they would 

ve to learn to live, but t t, hopefully, thia preJ 1e ould gradually 
crease ov r t a the n er ot Vie se holding rican degrees 

1ncre and their eontr1buti to the pl'Ogres ot Viet are recosntzed. 

we disc the Ph. D. part1eJ. t ct1on proce , and n r or 
points we br light out $$ toll 

a .. re ome feeling that the q>p0rtun1ttes to c to the u. s. tor 
Ph• J:». tratn1ng should videoed to take in othex- t otvil s l"Vants . 
While thi. been dam 1n the se ot the Pb. ». rt1e.1 t now h / 
they &11 telt t t the prt te etor not fully n aed 1n trying to 
.find competent candidat 1 . nd t t 1t the opportu: ties a eoncrentnted 

ong civil servants,. the NIA would out 1t 1t ott tr t nt1al candi t 
vho might better qual1f'1ed Who might bring ditterent outlook 1t11d 

to their tudie • fhis 1S es ent1all7 oble ot 1mprov1ng 
pPIMdt comsininicattona, but t lso rtl.y tter Qf emphasis 
tn th& s leot1on process~ 

b. The group aa a. wh.ol · felt that good ac demtc I o ce 1n the past an 
enthueiaSm tor tht) teachtng as 1 nt et the lttA in the fUture were the 
inlpOrtant e cteriat1Clf to look tor 1 and that l protic1enoy wa a 
uch les important ertt rton. 

c . Tb.ere s tee11ng that the require nt that the c 
the government for ten years too long, but thi not ld 
p 1t1cm. 'Ol' o thing, it was pointed out that one ch ing the 
c demic profession would not obJect to the ten.year require nt amee 
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holdings in their area of interest and would like to feel free to send
suggestions for ordering books and documents to the library, and, possibly,
receive some correspondence relating to current acquisitions. They do not
feel that they can initiate these increased contacts from here, but that this
must come from the NIA. This is undoubtedly a very touchy area for MSU to
meddle in, but it seems to me that the morale of the participants might be
improved if we could somehow communicate to the NIA the need and desirability
of improving the current relations between these participants and the NIA
so that when they return they will feel that they are coming into a
situation where they are both wanted and needed. Xuan may be able to help
since he will understand the situation.

Another problem that came up in connection with their general status at the
NIA was the question of American versus French degrees, and the general
reputation attached to each. They complained that the typical attitude
in Saigon was one of looking down on American degrees, and recognition of
this does little to bolster their morale here. I asked whether they really
felt that the American degree was inferior to the French degree now that they
had had an opportunity to work towards one. It seemed to be the unanimous
opinion of the participants that the American degree was more difficult to
obtain and more thorough in its requirements with respect to the particular
field than was a French degree at the doctorate level. Therefore, they do
not feel that they are being short-changed academically, but rather feel that
the true value of their degree will not be appreciated. We came to no firm
conclusion other than that this was a form of prejudice with which they would
have to learn to live, but that, hopefully, this prejudice would gradually
decrease over time as the number of Vietnamese holding American degrees
increases and their contributions to the progress of Vietnam are recognized.

We discussed the Ph. D. participant selection process, and a number of
points were brought out as follows:

a. There was some feeling that the opportunities to come to the U. S. for
Ph. D. training should be widened to take in other than civil servants.
While this has been done in the case of the Ph. D. participants now here,
they all felt that the private sector was not fully canvassed in trying to
find competent candidates, and that if the opportunities are concentrated
among civil servants, the NIA would cut itself off from potential candidates
who might be better qualified and who might bring a different outlook and

to their studies. This is essentially a problem of improving
communications, but it is also partly a matter of emphasis

in the selection process.

b. The group as a whole felt that good academic performance in the past and
enthusiasm for the teaching assignment at the NIA in the future were the
important characteristics to look for, and that language proficiency was a
much less important criterion.

C. There was some feeling that the requirement that the candidate serve
the government for ten years was too long, but this was not a strenuously held
position. For one thing, it was pointed out that anyone chosing the
academic profession would not object to the ten-year requirement since



h1 commitment vas really a lifetime proposition. Further, anyone who looked 
on the program as a ten-year investment, and Who ~t therefore be deterred 
by the length or time required at the Institute after his degree, would 
not be the type of candidate that was desired . 

d. 'l'he need for a soc1olog1st to teaeh t the Institute was discussed, but 
no suggestions tor candida ·es wer de . All agreed that sociologist 
woUld be necessary, given the increased emphasis on soc1al science 1n the 
revised Institute curriculum. 

e. All at the group agreed that at the time .of the interview the interviewing 
boarcl should emphasize vecy strongly that the Pb. D. i.ro wa extremely 
difficult, and a,11 efforts should be de to dispel the not ton that an Amerio n 
Fh. D. was something that could be obtained ea.sily. They lso brought 
out the fact that it was beginning to look as thoUgh three years was not 
enough time to complete the course requirements, IBSS the oral exams, and 
write the dissertation . Most felt that it would take at least three and 
one halt years to get hrough, nd recommended that in talking to pro3pect1ve 
candidates. the three-year time 11ni1t generally used in discussions be empha ized 
as n e$t1mate only, w1th th strong likelihood that the total program would 
take closer to four years . In <>ther words 1 it should be made clear that the 
three years 1 not a r1g1d litl1t, but rather a target time period that would 
be met only under the best ot all possible situations. 

We raised the question ot whether they thought a year at MSU would be desirable 
be.tore going on to some other school tor turther graduate training. All ot 
them thought this was a poor 1dea since it takes certain amount of time to 
get used to a school; and in this context a year at U would be pure wa te. 
There ts the further administrative problem of possibly losing eredits as 
a result of a transfer, a point which Than made tro his rso 1 experience 
1n transferring from ColUlllbia to Cornell . Incidentally, no one raised a 
question about staying the u .. s. to complete the thesis - 11 apparently 
accept the necessity of this . 

This complete the survey ot major topics covered 1n the round-table discussion. 
Some additional points that came up during the v1s1t of the participants 
included the announcement, de privately (but not to me) t the reception 
given by the Smucklers, that Mrs . Bach Ian expects to be married some t1me 
around Easter. Her tiance is a Vietnamese commercial rt1st who has been 
1n this country for ten years, and who 18 now working part-time and attending 
school part-time in New York. 

The other point that came out was also made in private convers,ation with me, 
and this was in the nature of warm and enthusiastic praise tor the Job that 
}Usie Cunningham has been doing with the particip ts. On <:£ them expressed 
this in term that Els.le personifies the mu Project, and the NIA for that 
matter, to them, for she a the one to Whom they invariably turn when they 
need aas1stance, and she is always quick to do what she can to help. Por a 
quick run-down on the progress de b¥ 1nd1v1dual partici nts, the folloldng 
came out 1n the course of private discussions 1n the ftemoon: 
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his commitment was really a lifetime proposition. Further, anyone who looked
on the program as a ten-year investment, and who right therefore be deterred
by the length of time required at the Institute after his degree, would
not be the type of candidate that was desired.

d. The need for a sociologist to teach at the Institute was discussed, but
no suggestions for candidates were made. All agreed that a sociologist
would be necessary, given the increased emphasis on social science in the
revised Institute curriculum.

e. All of the group agreed that at the time of the interview the interviewing
board should emphasize very strongly that the Ph. D. program was extremely
difficult, and all efforts should be made to dispel the notion that an American
Ph. D. was something that could be obtained easily. They also brought
out the fact that it was beginning to look as though three years was not
enough time to complete the course requirements, pass the oral exams, and
write the dissertation. Most felt that it would take at least three and
one half years to get through, and recommended that in talking to prospective
candidates the three-year time limit generally used in discussions be emphasized
as an estimate only, with the strong likelihood that the total program would
take closer to four years. In other words, it should be made clear that the
three years is not a rigid limit, but rather a target time period that would
be met only under the best of all possible situations.

We raised the question of whether they thought a year at MSU would be desirable
before going on to some other school for further graduate training. All of
them thought this was a poor idea since it takes a certain amount of time to
get used to a school, and in this context a year at MSU would be pure waste.
There is the further administrative problem of possibly losing credits as
a result of a transfer, a point which Than made from his personal experience
in transferring from Columbia to Cornell. Incidentally, no one raised a
question about staying the U. S. to complete the thesis - all apparently
accept the necessity of this.

This completes the survey of major topics covered in the round-table discussion.
Some additional points that came up during the visit of the participants
included the announcement, made privately (but not to me) at the reception
given by the Smucklers, that Mrs. Bach Lan expects to be married some time
around Easter. Her fiance is a Vietnamese commercial artist who has been
in this country for ten years, and who is now working part-time and attending
school part-time in New York.

The other point that came out was also made in private conversation with me,
and this was in the nature of warm and enthusiastic praise for the job that
Elsie Cunningham has been doing with the participants. One of them expressed
this in terms that Elsie personifies the MSU Project, and the NIA for that
matter, to them, for she is the one to whom they invariably turn when they
need assistance, and she is always quick to do what she can to help. For a
quick run-down on the progress made by individual participants, the following
came out in the course of private discussions in the afternoon:
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l. Cao Toan - he expects to complete h1S course requirements by June or 
th ts year, and wants to take the summer, and perhape two months in the tall , 
to prepare for his oral exa.m1t19t1ons, tentatively set for ovember. He has 
already certified his proficiency in economic h1atory, and has passed one 
language exam. He expects to certify in statistics some time during the 
current term, and expects t.o meet the second la ge requ1rement by 
substituting a math exam, also during this current term. He does not 
anticipate any trouble with the math exam. He says that his overall average 
at the present t1!1e is a B- , This is low, and may give him trouble 1n the matter 
of getting ready tor the ol'CllS !nee it is likely that hi advisor, Professor 
A. G. Hart, y delay the orals until he feels he is ready. It 1S also possible 
that tne oral exam will be stiffer than normal, even 1f he can pull his average 
up a bit. Cao 'roan raised the point that he would like to get away from New 
York a month or so this sunnner to prepare tor his orals, and dropped the 
suggestion that he would 11ke to spend it in Chicago. A parently, he also 
told others that I had said he could go to Europe, although this obv1ou ly 
1 not true. I made no flat commitment on this, but did say that I could 
not see any r ason why this could not be permitted. Actually, it y be 

good thing tor him to get away from Columbia for short While . I also 
promised to write to a friend ot mine at the Nat1onal Bureau of Economic 
Research to ask 1f he woUld be willing to discuss bis work in conGumer expect tions 
with cao Toan, since Cao Toan 1s now involved in wt>1t1ng paper in this area 
and would like to disc~ it with someone before he completes it . In general, 
Cao Toan seems secure and e.ssured that he Will be able to complete his 
degree despite the marginal des he nas received thus t r. He seems content 
at Oolumbta and raised no further problems . 

2. Tran Qui Than - 'l'han also expects to complete his course work by June 
and to take his comprehensive examinations early 1n the fall . Hia grades 
are running B to B plus, and he does not ant1c1pQte h ving rry proble~ 1n 
completing his work on 3Chedule . We discusaed possible- d1 se:rtation topics, 
and l think that he wlll be able to work something 011t that will be based 
on American experience~ but which will be transferable, in terms of problem 
content and analytical approach, to managerial proble in Vietnam. He 
indicated that he did not think he could t1n1sh h1:3 thes1a between the time 
he c-ompletes his comprehenS1ve.s and the exp1rat1on of this three-year stay 
1n the u. s. , since th1s will leave only about nine months tor doing the 
research and writing. Theretore, he ant1c1patea requiring an extens-1on or 
s1.x monthS in order to complete bis dissertation. He J.sed a question with 
respect to the procedures to be followed 1n buying books, Re said that it 
was SOJUewhat awkWard and troublesome to get the signature of professors on 
book orders, and wondered 1t we could not handle them as ICA handles book 
purchases by other types of participants. According to him, ICA gives 
$tudettta the allowance in oash and then permits them to buy what they will 
without further approval. Another suggestion ot his s to b1ll the ProJect 
here directly by submitting recei_pts tor bookS pure · sed. This is not a 
maJor problem, but a minor irritant over • period at time. He reported 
no other problems . 
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1. Cao Toan - he expects to complete his course requirements by June of
this year, and wants to take the summer, and perhaps two months in the fall,
to prepare for his oral examinations, tentatively set for November. He has
already certified his proficiency in economic history, and has passed one
language exam. He expects to certify in statistics some time during the
current term, and expects to meet the second language requirement by
substituting a math exam, also during this current term. He does not
anticipate any trouble with the math exam. He says that his overall average
at the present time is a B-, This is low, and may give him trouble in the matter
of getting ready for the orals since it is likely that his advisor, Professor
A. G. Hart, may delay the orals until he feels he is ready. It is also possible
that the oral exam will be stiffer than normal, even if he can pull his average
up a bit. Cao Toan raised the point that he would like to get away from New
York a month or so this summer to prepare for his orals, and dropped the
suggestion that he would like to spend it in Chicago. Apparently, he also
told others that I had said he could go to Europe, although this obviously
is not true. I made no flat commitment on this, but did say that I could
not see any reason why this could not be permitted. Actually, it may be
a good thing for him to get away from Columbia for a short while. I also

promised to write to a friend of mine at the National Bureau of Economic
Research to ask if he would be willing to discuss his work in consumer expectations
with Cao Toan, since Cao Toan is now involved in writing a paper in this area
and would like to discuss it with someone before he completes it. In general,
Cao Toan seems secure and assured that he will be able to complete his
degree despite the marginal grades he has received thus far. He seems content
at Columbia and raised no further problems.

2. Tran Qui Than - Than also expects to complete his course work by June
and to take his comprehensive examinations early in the fall. His grades
are running B to B plus, and he does not anticipate having any problems in
completing his work on schedule. We discussed possible dissertation topics,
and I think that he will be able to work something out that will be based
on American experience, but which will be transferable, in terms of problem
content and analytical approach, to managerial problems in Vietnam. He
indicated that he did not think he could finish his thesis between the time
he completes his comprehensives and the expiration of this three-year stay
in the U. S., since this will leave only about nine months for doing the
research and writing. Therefore, he anticipates requiring an extension of
six months in order to complete his dissertation. He raised a question with
respect to the procedures to be followed in buying books, He said that it
was somewhat awkward and troublesome to get the signature of professors on
book orders, and wondered if we could not handle them as ICA handles book
purchases by other types of participants. According to him, ICA gives
students the allowance in cash and then permits them to buy what they will
without further approval. Another suggestion of his was to bill the Project
here directly by submitting receipts for books purchased. This is not a
major problem, but a minor irritant over a period of time. He reported
no other problems.
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The toll owing co nts were auppl1e by J'ohn Dorsey, Who interviewed Mrs. 
IJm Qnd Phat I and by lalJtt &Il\lC ler I WhO 1ntervieW d Ky• 

l. M\'!S . Bach n ... Prognosia tot' o _ ;pletion U fair to ood. She now e. __ 
to enJoy :r pUbl1e adlnini tration. program, and ia dol ti 1rly well in her 
course wor • She hope-$ to tue 'I!' prel in either t late fall or so • 
t clurtng t spring, and to compl~te her eourse work by t end ot thia 
sumer~ S di CU$sed her approaching rrU.ge n4 4 t t her t1ance 
ex ct& to rettll'n to Vietnam 1th r When both hav co l t their work. 
Howevel', s e didn't expect her rrage to dela, her retum, or to affect 

?' ~r at the ln8t1tute. It hoUld have aome etteet 1n 1ng her tinancial 
s1tuat1.on While she 1a at Columb .. reaction to this ne .. is that it might 
be a goGd 1 ea 11' U 1n Saigon explore the ~rt.ous ranmtieations ot the 
marr1 ge, and prepares sone aort ot neral policy gUide tor her lntorn:at1on 
1n tl'.te event her present planS go t ough. 

2. '!'ran goc Phat ... Phat was di tinct, and plea ant, surpri to all, 
the pt'esent e timaie ts an opt tic one !n h1.a ease. . Po s1b1l1ty exists 
that he was playing a rol \lhile , and that this s an atte pt to ere ta 
an image ot . stable peraonal1ty. M.td that recognized that he s d 
ad3u.&tment probler.JS, that he wa.3 too concerned \f1tb w: t ppen!ng in Vietnam 
•n4 less concerned with bi:J studie • He regrets the "foolish t thi:nga 
done 1n the past year, 1no1Ud1~ t russ made ovei:- the transter to Harvard. 
He now agrees that he ahoUld tay at Harvard, does not think he sholll.4 oome 
back to MSU1 and re l~ that the worst ot the adJwstment proce, at Hervard 
11 no over. H1B gi'adea seem to t irly good, he ex eta to take 
hi& prelimina17 examinetiONJ 1n ee r . In summary, Do y says that he wa 

uch en:cou.ra 4 by his frame of mind, expects t t th _ will tum out 
atistactoril.y. 

J. ;uo!l6 Rh1 ~ ... lph Smuekler• 1nterv1ew with K1' ta1rlr short one, 
but s1nee ~ 1s at Mtehigan, and t retore available tor frequent conterenees, 
this 1& not a serious drawbank. Ky see to be doing qUite well, and ta no 
trying to get ome Comparattv Gove nment work 1n ht · progr • His prOgr&l:l 
18 in i:ntemational relations, and t present he ha had no public admtn1 .. 
trat1on in h1a course work. There to be no preaail'l8 problems. Ue hope 
to take h1a q l1ty1ng exams 1n thia current term a h1a prel1minar, e 
next year. 

To sum up, 1t all to nave be n worthWhile1 and. these conference.a might 
l.1 b a etul procedure to eont in th tut n a 1s of at l t 

once 4 year. 

JBH/ap 

ec: Musoll' 

On rereading this, n:q re o the t"eported tatement by · o Toan 
re~s.ng the European trip somewhat ambiguous. To elarU, 1 he did 
not ra1ae the question With me d I certainly did not :iv him my pemis 1 
to go to Europe . I Cid say that I could " no on ott hand Wbl" he l!lUSt 
remain at Columbia all during th period be ls pre ring toi- h1S o:raia. 
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The following comments were supplied by John Dorsey, who interviewed Mrs.
Bach Lan and Phat, and by Ralph Smuckler, who interviewed Ky.

1. Mrs. Bach Lan - Prognosis for completion is fair to good. She now claims
to enjoy her public administration program, and is doing fairly well in her
course work. She hopes to take her prelims in either the late fall or some-
time during the spring, and to complete her course work by the end of this
summer. She discussed her approaching marriage and said that her fiance
expects to return to Vietnam with her when both have completed their work.
However, she didn't expect her marriage to delay her return, or to affect
her career at the Institute. It should have some effect in easing her financial
situation while she is at Columbia. My reaction to this news is that it might
be a good idea if MSUG in Saigon explores the various rammifications of the
marriage, and prepares some sort of general policy guide for her information
in the event her present plans go through.

2. Tran Ngoc Phat - Phat was a distinct, and pleasant, surprise to all, and
the present estimate is an optimistic one in his case. The possibility exists
that he was playing a role while here, and that this was an attempt to create
an image of a stable personality. He said that he recognized that he has had
adjustment problems, that he was too concerned with what was happening in Vietnam
and less concerned with his studies. He regrets the "foolish" things he has
done in the past year, including the fuss made over the transfer to Harvard.
He now agrees that he should stay at Harvard, does not think he should come
back to MSU, and feels that the worst of the adjustment process at Harvard
is now over. His grades seem to be fairly good, and he expects to take
his preliminary examinations in December. In summary, Dorsey says that he was
much encouraged by his frame of mind, and expects that things will turn out
satisfactorily.

3. Luong Nhi Ky - Ralph Smuckler's interview with Ky was a fairly short one,
but since Ky is at Michigan, and therefore available for frequent conferences,
this is not a serious drawback. Ky seems to be doing quite well, and is now
trying to get some Comparative Government work in his program. His program
is in international relations, and at present he has had no public adminis-
tration in his course work. There seem to be no pressing problems. He hopes
to take his qualifying exams in this current term and his preliminary exams
next year.

To sum up, it all seems to have been worthwhile, and these conferences might
well be a useful procedure to continue in the future on a basis of at least
once a year.

JBH/ap

CC: Musolf

PS On rereading this, my remarks on the reported statement by Cao Toan
regarding the European trip seems somewhat ambiguous. To clarify, he did
not raise the question with me and I certainly did not give him my permission
to go to Europe. I dd say that I could see no reason off hand why he must
remain at Columbia all during the period he is preparing for his orals.
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