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On Au_,ust 28 , four candidates for the 3 ;;rac,uate study scl1olars~1ips were 
interviewed at the •.IA . Ganciidates for t!·"0se scholarships had been solicited 
through ne1-;s~'aper and radio announcements issued by the i.Tu. . The requirenents , 
as indicated in tnese annouhce1'.Ients, were that the can_idates should be 
graduates of the ~· IA, the l"acul ty of ,_,aw, or sir.J.ilar levels of stl:'.dy, t..ha t 
they should be under 3J years of a:;e , that tney sneal<: so:_,E:; Ji:Slish , and 
ti-wt tuey be i nterested in stur.ying rublic .1- dministration or _,_,conomics o 
l<'ive ?ersons in all had inJicated interest in these sc~1ola.rships , t;ro "rere 
from the recent graduating class of the 1a1-1. and three were from ou.tsio.e 
the .1..IA . vne of the three from outside did not present himself for ti1e 
interviews . Tne two from the !J had apparentl,/ been p:ce-selected by 
the L- administration . Poth of t:-:e cancida.tes present from outside .:.he 
_ 'L. were over the 3G year ar;e l:imi t , one of t tern beinr; 38 years old . l'his 
latter candidate, LI' . uan van '.::hin.h , "as primarily interested in e;_,ucation 
and e1llcatio!1al ad.ministration . In other 11ords, he '\.-Va.s not particularly 
suited for our p1"0c:ra'f1 and <:e su: 'ested t:-1at 11e sho..::ld apply to USu~ 
_,ducation ivision rather ·..,n: n for ou"- schola.:r-ships . 

This left ·c_s -v1ith tnree possible candiaates; tim from t.1e lnstitute and 
one from the outside . All three o:: t!!em seem very capable in terms of both 
educatioaal bac'<::sround and intellectual ability. '1'nese three candidates 
were interviewed by a cor.rr:tlttee of the .Tu., consistLnz of tnt:: Director, 
1 r . 7u "ruoc Thong, the Chief of the Aca .. :enic Division, ~,_r . ~ach a.nd the 
Chief of t_1e .tesearch Division, i r . v 1.an . 'l'hey t:ere also interviewed 
serarately by r . Dorsey and dyself, ri.::_Jresen tin 5 hJU . The two c01mni t tees 
met together after the interviews anc deciried t i2.t c:.11 t ree of t'1ese 
candidates were acce}Jtable . 'fhe Insti tu.te has sor::.ie rese.,..-rvations on 1,he 
arr-e of r • .1.ran zu_i Than, '\l.t10 is 33, but they indicated tney would try to 
obta.in a ):-roval for him anyway. 1111 t:1ree ca. didat<,s e:;..._'"J)ressed an inter­
est in the economic or financial fieles and )r . •_.orsey expressed trle 
cesire t .at one of t_1e candidates should stuc.y -~blic dJ'.linistration . / 
Lr . 'i'hong stated t .at tne ~ri:?-nal instructions from t 1e Presidency !1? 

indcated that candidates for tnese scholarships st1oulci study oru;y / 

Economics or Finance and that one of the candidates, "r . Cao 'k'oa.·1, / 
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S.K.Sheinbaum, CoordinatorTO:

FROM: David C. Cole

SUBJECT: Graduate Study Participants

On August 28, four candidates for the 3 graduate study scholarships were
interviewed at the NIA. Candidates for these scholarships had been solicited
through newspaper and radio announcements issued by the NIA. The requirements,
as indicated in these announcements, were that the candidates should be
graduates of the NIA, the Faculty of Law, or similar levels of study, that
they should be under 30 years of age, that they speak some English, and
that they be interested in studying Public Administration or Economics.
Five persons in all had indicated interest in these scholarships, two were
from the recent graduating class of the NIA and three were from outside
the NIA. One of the three from outside did not present himself for the
interviews. The two from the NIA had apparently been pre-selected by
the NIA administration. Both of the candidates present from outside the
NIA were over the 30 year age limit, one of them being 38 years old. This
latter candidate, Mr. Quan van Chinh, was primarily interested in education
and educational administration. In other words, he was not particularly
suited for our program and we suggested that he should apply to USOM
Education Division rather than for our scholarships.

This left U.S with three possible candidates; two from the Institute and
one from the outside. All three of them seem very capable in terms of both
educational background and intellectual ability. These three candidates
were interviewed by a committee of the NTA, consisting of the Director,
Mr. Vu Quoc Thong, the Chief of the Academic Division, Mr. Hach and the
Chief of the Research Division, Mr. Chan. They were also interviewed
separately by Dr. Dorsey and myself, representing MSU. The two committees
met together after the interviews and decided that all three of these
candidates were acceptable. The Institute has some rese rvations on the
are of Mr. Tran Qui Than, who is 33, but they indicated they would try to

obtain:approval for him anyway. All three candidates expressed an inter-
est in the economic or financial fields and Dr. Dorsey expressed the
desire that one of the candidates should study Public Administration.
Mr. Thong stated that the original instructions from the Presidency ha

indicated that candidates for these scholarships should study only
Economics or Finance and that one of the candidates, Mr. Cao Toan,
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SrJecialized in the general aoJninistration curriculU1'1. at the Inst:m1te, 
had indicated !:lis desire to do graduate work in ~conomics in order to 
comply with tne instrnctions of t;~c Fresidericy~ ~·r . Thon.; said he 
would request a. cr1 an;5e in the i.11structions from the Presiuengy and then 
discuss uitn ~.r . Toan ~-mether be would be vlillinG to study Public .id.mini­
stration . 

'1'~1e Institute '"'ill present the na!:tes of the tn:-ee ap.'roved ce:11didates to 
the .Jirection of Plannin::; and the Presidency for ap,iroval. In the meant:L'Tle , 
we llill be ~in their paparuork and preparation . 'two of t:~e three ca ididat s 
are already fluent in ..:.i..ri.::,lish and the third can be fluent ~·ith some LJractice . 
It is hoped t,cat the three candidates am arrive in .,~,e G • .::) • at tne end of 
this year . 

I am enclosing copies of the a·oplica.tions for admission to 1·.:3U prenared 
by the tnree candidates . 

J..n additio!l I shall ake some com 1ents on a.ch of the three candidates: 

1. .,.w:·. 'lran 'j;ui 'l'han, who had under- graduate and graduate study in London 
and Geneva, ret1.1rned to Yietna1'.l one and a ~1alf years a.go and ~·mrked 
for the Hational Bank for ap~~ro.ximately five months . he left this posi­
tion anc. transferred tv tne :?ord ll. ;ency in . ai_;on because of the low 
salary at t~e ,.ational Bank and because they insisted upon his r.1ember­
ship in a _political party and pa.rtici:_Jation in .'olitical activities . 
He assisted .iJr . Lindholm in his ni :ht- s chool course in 11 .oney and 
Banking" and is interested in a teaching carre er lh1ich ne would like 
to supplement with outside business or '.overru1Emtal Fork . ~ .. r . 'l'han 
has a sound trainin3 in J.,conom.ics and is now intsrc:sted in moving 
into the area of Business dministration . .e have SU.:'.: ·ested tnat if 
he cuuld concentrate on Business , dm.inistration, SU;!plemented hit,· 
some i.rork in .l.-ublic ;.dministration and several aO.vanced courses or 
seminars in _,conomics, tnat he would be well 9rc_-ared to -:ive courses 
to those students of tne :: ·who mic;ht be en:;;a.;ed in business or sal'li­
business activities of the ~overnI11ent . It is only being realistic 
to say that the ::;overnr'.lent nas entered and. '.,iill continue to enter into 
a nu.mber of business activities, and the Institute is likely to encoun­
ter increasing demand for personnel qualified to o:Jerate such activities . 
There is currently no such training provided in Vietnam, althou,gh the 
university may eve"1tually enter into t.his area . 1ie .1ave been thinking 
tentatively in terms of the r.arvard Business JChool or some similar 
institution for Lr . 'Iha..ri. ,e are interested in knm!i.ng the _;ossibili­
ties and the probable amount of time which would be required for him 
to obt2.in a h;_j in Business dministration from !iarvard. Considering 
that hr . Than has already a BSc. in :economics and two years of d'adu.ate 
study, it '1could seem umdse for him to enter the 1·BA p:rc;gram at tnat 
university . Another possibility for him is the Cornell 1ra.dtLate 
School of Business and ~ublic Administration . 

,, 

Memo to Coordinator, Subj: Graduate Study Participants, dtd: September 3,1957
Pg. - 2

specialized in the general administration curriculum at the Institute,
had indicated his desire to do graduate work in Economics in order to
comply with the instructions of the Presidency. Mr. Thong said he
would request a change in the instructions from the Presidency and then
discuss with Mr. Toan whether he would be willing to study Public Admini-
stration.

The Institute will present the names of the three approved candidates to
the Direction of Planning and the Presidency for approval. In the meantime,
we will begin their paperwork and preparation. Two of the three candidates
are already fluent in English and the third can be fluent with some practice.
It is hoped that the three candidates can arrive in the U.S. at the end of
this year.

I am enclosing copies of the applications for admission to MSU prepared
by the three candidates.

In addition I shall make some comments on each of the three candidates:

Egish

1. Mr. Tran Qui Than, who had under-graduate and graduate study in London
and Geneva, returned to Vietnam one and a half years ago and worked
for the National Bank for approximately five months. He left this posi-
tion and transferred to the Ford Agency in Saigon because of the low
salary at the National Bank and because they insisted upon his member-
ship in a political party and participation in political activities.
He assisted Dr. Lindholm in his night-school course in "Money and

Banking" and is interested in a teaching carrier which he would like
to supplement with outside business or governmental work. Mr. Than
has a sound training in Economics and is now interested in moving
into the area of Business Administration. We have suggested that if
he could concentrate on Business Administration, supplemented with
some work in Public Administration and several advanced courses or
seminars in Economics, that he would be well prepared to give courses
to those students of the NIA who might be engaged in business or semi-
business activities of the government. It is only being realistic
to say that the government has entered and will continue to enter into
a number of business activities, and the Institute is likely to encoun-
ter increasing demand for personnel qualified to operate such activities.
There is currently no such training provided in Vietnam, although the

university may eventually enter into this area. We have been thinking
tentatively in terms of the Harvard Business School or some similar
institution for Mr. Than. We are interested in knowing the possibili-
ties and the probable amount of time which would be required for him
to obtain a PhD in Business Administration from Harvard. Considering
that Mr. Than has already a BSc. in Economics and two years of graduate
study, it would seem unwise for him to enter the MBA program at that

university. Another possibility for him is the Cornell Graduate

School of Business and Public Administration.
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2. 

3. 

r_r . Gao ·roan has this year received his di'1loma from the !JIA and 
his u1icence 11 frorr: tne faculty of Law. ·1-'.e S)ecialized in the 
li-eneral .-.dministration ;:Jection at tne J.:Li and took some courses 
in __,conomics in his law stt~.dy . Le is the man thc:t 1:e are hopin. to 
switch from a specialization in Economics to .>ublic Administrat:i_on . 
11 e s_1all request • .ir . '.l'oan i:,o prepare a more de1Jailed life stocy 
in connection i,;it;1 rJ.is "·:SU ap;::ilication form . hr . ~oan -v·orkea ior 
Dr . Fox as a translator for some time and I a.r.i sur1:;; Tdet ..Jr. ::-ox 
will remember him . Once the question is clarified as to tnt: field 
of . ..r . Toan 1 s study, we shall 1.ri te you in ~reater detail about 
him. 

hr. Nguyen :uoc Tri has completed :1is exa.rpinations for tile first 
year at the .r'aculty of Law and •·•ill under:;o the examinations for the 
second year in October . He ii.as specialized in the finance area 

(;;)' / yv 

in the Institute . He has talrnn ,1unter 1 tw8ourses, Lindholm 1 s cot..rse 
in the Economics of Finance and ifurphy 1 s cou.rse in bud,;et , dministra­
tion . I-le reportedly had the hi3hest ;r2de of the clat>s from i..ind= 
holm. r·lr. l'ri \·•ishes to do ~raduate study in the fim .. ncial field, 
possibly combining .. 'ublic Finance and Loney and Bankins • I feel 
confident he ·will be ready to beein gra.dm:.te study once we polish /" , -~.tA.· 

[\I 

J 
up his .ill:;lish . 

All three of these persons, if t!ley are a::iproved by the government , will 
be told that their scholarship is for one year, subject to renewal if 
their perf0r;-aance is satisfactory . .:e are anxious to see all tn:r_·.::;;;: of 
tnem receive their PhD ' s and hope t·1at they will be sufficiently ca able 
to do this o Careful counselin; and sur ervision will undoubtedly be 
required to see that tll8y r ,ake ti1e ma:xi.n1t.un use of t~1eir tif.1e and i;ro_sress 
tovards the degree as quicluy as _)ossible . 

It is • .Jroba.ble that employment 1zithin the faculty of t!1e .:2:1 .. will_ be 
de'endent unon receiving the Ftl.J.J . . e uould recom..1iend tnat the t hree 
cai-idida.tes shoi.;.ld attend different "LniVvrsities , perhaps one Of t.1em 
studying c>t 1•.:Su , and the ot:1er two elsewhere. 'i'11e selection of univer­
sities s'"loc:ld depend upon the field of s vll.d~ obvio1~sly . 

I hope you can begin to explore the :_-ossibilities for Lr . Than anc~ send 
us catalogues from Harvard, 1..;or;1ell, ate. Probably you can do much of 
tne arranging from there , but we Hill need to '-'stcSblish some contacts 
with the universities directly from here . 

cc: !Jr- • .uorsey 

Incl : 3 Copies of pplications . 
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2. Mr. Cao Toan has this year received his diploma from the NIA and
his "Licence" from the Faculty of Law. He specialized in the
General Administration Section at the NIA and took some courses
in Economics in his law study. He is the man that we are hoping to
switch from a specialization in Economics to Public Administration.
We shall request Mr. Toan to prepare a more detailed life story
in connection with his MSU application form. Mr. Toan worked for
Dr. Fox as a translator for some time and I am sure that Dr. Fox
will remember him. Once the question is clarified as to the field
of Mr. Toan's study, we shall write you in greater detail about
him.

3. Mr. Nguyen Quoc Tri has completed his examinations for the first
year at the Faculty of Law and will undergo the examinations for the
second year in October. He has specialized in the finance area
in the Institute. He has taken Hunter's courses, Lindholm's course
in the Economics of Finance and Murphy's course in Budget Administra-

mich
tion. He reportedly had the highest grade of the class from Lind=
holm. Mr. Tri wishes to do graduate study in the financial field,

u. possibly combining Public Finance and Money and Banking. I feel
confident he will be ready to begin graduate study once we polish
up his English.

All three of these persons, if they are approved by the government, will
be told that their scholarship is for one year, subject to renewal if
their performance is satisfactory. We are anxious to see all three of
them receive their PhD's and hope that they will be sufficiently capable
to do this. Careful counseling and supervision will undoubtedly be
required to see that they make the maximum use of their time and progress
towards the degree as quickly as possible.

It is probable that employment within the faculty of the NIA will be

dependent upon receiving the PhD. We would recommend that the three
candidates should attend different universities, perhaps one of them

studying at MSU, and the other two elsewhere. The selection of univer-
sities should depend upon the field of study obviously.

I hope you can begin to explore the possibilities for Mr. Than and send
us catalogues from Harvard, Cornell, etc. Probably you can do much of
the arranging from there, but we will need to establish some contacts
with the universities directly from here.

CC: Dr.Dorsey

Incl: 3 Copies of Applications.
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September 23, 1957

David ColeTO:

Dr. W.R. FishelTHROUGH:

Stanley K. SheinbaunTHROUGH:

Elsie CunninghamFROM:

SUBJECT: Graduate Study Participants

A letter was received today from Harvard Graduate School of Business
Administration stating that they had sent the materials directly to

you. In addition a pamphlet concerning an #Advanced Management Pro-
gram" arrived in this office and I forward this to you although I do
not think it is particularly relevant.

I have also written to Cornell and the University of Chicago. It has
been suggested that I write to the University of Michigan regarding
Mr. Nguyen Quoc Tri and the possibility of Public Finance and Money
and Banking. For perfectly obvious reasons you know as much about this
program as appears in writing and undoubtedly a lot more. In any case
I shall write asking them to send catalogs and application blanks.

If Mr. Cao Toan does his work in Public Administration, it might be
well for him to work at Michigan State where the staff is more or
less familiar with the setup in Viet Name However in all these cases
believe it would be wise to have the catalogs, and admission applica-
tions for several additional schools.

I believe that in the case of Harvard and probably Cornell it would
be impossible to get admission in the second term, but this is no
harm in trying. On the other hand a year's delay seems like a delay
that night lost prospective participants.
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