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PREAI<D L E 

Having faith in th~ glorious and i mperishabl e des tiny of the State 

and of t he Vi e tnamese Nation , a de s tiny which i s guarar:tsed by a history 

fill ed flith our forefathersY ha roic struggl es ~nd indomi table will of our 

people, 

Having faith in the immortality of the Vietname se civilization 

ba,sed on a spiritual found a tion , a civiliza tion wh ich all citizens have 

the duty to diffuse, 

Having f a ith in t he transc endent va lue of man, the fre e, harmonious 

and full impl eme nta tion of whi ch in his capacity a s an individual and as 

a member of the na tiona l cor.ununi ty, shal l be th ~.:: goe1. l of all the a cti v­

i ties of the State , 

Considering that t he Cons t itution mus t fulfill the aspiri tions of 

the people from Cd- mau h ~adl ~nd to Nam- quan pa s s, 

Those a spira tions boinG 

- the consolida tion of na tiona J__ independence, t he defense of 

national independence aga inst i mperi a lism and domina tion in a ll 

t hei r forms , 

- the prot action of fre edom f or every one and for · t he nation , 

- the building of democra cy in the political, economical, 

socia l and cul tu r a l f i e l ds on beha l f Df the entire people, w~th 

r e spect for human di6 nity, 

Conside ring that . freedom, t emper ed by t he limitations imp6sed by 

r~ason and good conduct, can be pres e rved only i f colle ctive s ecurity 

is assured a nd the l ~gitim· te ri~h t s of men are re~pe cted, 

PREAMBLE

Having faith in the glorious and imperishable destiny of the State

and of the Vietnamese Nation, a destiny which is guaranteed by a history

filled with our forefathers' heroic struggles and indomitable will of our

people,

Having faith in the immortality of the Vietnamese civilization

based on a spiritual foundation, a civilization which all citizens have

the duty to diffuse,

Having faith in the transcendent value of man, the free, harmonious

and full implementation of which in his capacity as an individual and as

a member of the national community, shall be the goal of all the activ-

ities of the State,

Considering that the Constitution must fulfill the aspirations of

the people from Ca-mau headland to Nam-quan pass,

Those aspirations being

- the consolidation of national independence, the defense of

national independence against imperialism and domination in all

their forms,

- the protection of freedom for every one and for the nation,

- the building of democracy in the political, economical,

social and cultural fields on behalf of the entire people, with

respect for human dignity,

Considering that freedom, tempered by the limitations imposed by

reason and good conduct, can be preserved only if collective security

is assured and the legitimate rights of men are respected,



Conside ring tha t , our country be ing loca t ed at the cros s roa ds of 

i n t e r na tiona l communi ce.t ions a nd mi gr a tion s , our peo pl e ire r eady to 

ac cept t he trend s of progress i ve ideas in orde r t o Gi s cha r 0 G , befo r e t he 

;~ lmi ~..;h ty and before rv~ankind , thei r missi on , which is t o .build a hwnani s ­

tic civilization for t~e prot e ct ion and the de ve l opoent of m3n i n his 

ent i re ty , 

W~ , Rep r es 2ntati ve s of the Cons tituent Assembly , 

Af ter de libe r a tion , adopt the fol l owing Cons titution: 

Considering that, our country being located at the crossroads of

international communications and migrations, our people are ready to

accept the trends of progressive ideas in order to discharge, before the

Almighty and before Mankind, their mission, which is to build a humanis-

tic civilization for the protection and the development of man in his

entirety,

We, Representatives of the Constituent Assembly,

After deliberation, adopt the following Constitution:



CHAPTER I. FUNDAI.iiE NT AL PHINCI ?LES 

Article 1: Viet Nam is an independent, unified, and territorially 

indivisible Republic . 

Article 2 : Sovcr (; ignty re sides in .. th~ people . 

Article 3: The people vest executive functions in a popularly 

ele cted President of the Republic and legislative functions in a 

National Assembly, which is also popularly elected. 

The separation of powers between the executive and the legis­

lative must be clear. The activities of the executive and the leg-
I 

islative branches shall be ha rmonious. 

The President of the Republic assumes the leadership of the 

Nation. 

Article 4: The Executive, . the Legislative, and the Judiciary 
. I 

have as their mission the defense of freedom, democracy, and repub-

lican form of government, and public order . 

. The Judiciary shall have such status as will guarantee its 

independent character. 

Article 5: Citizens, whether male or fema le, are born equal in 

dignity, in rights, and in duties. They should act towards each 

other in a spirit of brotherhood and solidarity . 

The State recognizes and guarantees the fundamental rights of 

man implicit in him as an individual and as a member of the national 

community . 

The State attempts to provide for all person s e qual opportunities 

and tfie necess~ry conditions fo~ the enjoyment of their rights and the 

perform~nce of their duties. 

The State favors the development of the national economy, the 

CHAPTER I. FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES

Article 1: Viet Nam is an independent, unified, and territorially

indivisible Republic.

Article 2: Sovereignty resides in the people.

Article 3: The people vest executive functions in a popularly

elected President of the Republic and legislative functions in a

National Assembly, which is also popularly elected.

The separation of powers between the executive and the legis-

lative must be clear. The activities of the executive and the leg-

islative branches shall be harmonious.

The President of the Republic assumes the leadership of the

Nation.

Article 4: The Executive, the Legislative, and the Judiciary

have as their mission the defense of freedom, democracy, and repub-

lican form of government, and public order.

The Judiciary shall have such status as will guarantee its

independent character.

Article 5: Citizens, whether male or female, are born equal in

dignity, in rights, and in duties. They should act towards each

other in a spirit of brotherhood and solidarity.

The State recognizes and guarantees the fundamental rights of

man implicit in him as an individual and as a member of the national

community.

The State attempts to provide for all persons equal opportunities

and the necessary conditions for the enjoyment of their rights and the

performance of their duties.

The State favors the development of the national economy, the
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manifestation of culture , and scientific and technical progress . 

Article 6 : A citizen has duties toward the Fatherland and 

toward his compatriot s as regards the harmonious and complete 

development of his personality and that of others . 

Article 7: Acts designed directly or indirectly to . propagate 

or effe ctuat e communism in all its forms are cont r ary to the . principles 

of the constitution . •. 

Article 8 : The Republic of Viet Nam recognizes and respects the 

principles . o·f international l aw not contrary to the exercise of na ­

tiona l sovereignty and the e quality of peoples . 

The State attempts to contribute to the establishment and 

maintenance of internationa l peace and security as well as to the 

maintenance and development of friendly ties with other psoples on a 

basis of freedom and equality . 
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manifestation of culture, and scientific and technical progress.

Article 6: A citizen has duties toward the Fatherland and

toward his compatriots as regards the harmonious and complete

development of his personality and that of others.

Article 7: Acts designed directly or indirectly to propagate

or effectuate communism in all its forms are contrary to the principles

of the constitution.

Article 8: The Republic of Viet Nam recognizes and respects the

principles of international law not contrary to the exercise of na-

tional sovereignty and the equality of peoples.

The State attempts to contribute to the establishment and

maintenance of international peace and security as well as to the

maintenance and development of friendly ties with other peoples on a

basis of freedom and equality.
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CHAPTER II. THE RIGHTS AN DUTI ES OF CITI ZENS 

Article 9 : Eve ry citizen has the ri ght to life, libe~ty, secur­

ity, ·and to integrity of his person . 

Article ·10: No one may be arbitrarily arrested , detained, or 

exiled. 

Except in cases of flagrante del i cto, one may be arrested only 

when there is a mandate of arrest from the competent authority in 

those cases and forms pre scribed by law. 
' 

In accordance with the pro cedures prescribed by law, those 

accused of f ~lonies or misdemeanors have th e ri ght to choose counse l 

or to demand that counsel be designated for them. 

Article 11: No one may be subj ected to torture or to punishments 

or treatment which are cruel, inhuman , or degrading. 

Article 12: The private life, the family, the home, the corres­

pondence , the honor , and the reputation of every citizen are to be 

protected . The secrecy of correspondence is inviolable except in 

cases. where there is a judicial order or in case of necessity fo r 

the maintenance of order and public security. 

Everyone is entitled to th e pr otect i on of the l aw against il­

legal interference or transgr ession . 

Article 13: Eve r y citizen ha s th e ri ght f r eely to circulate and 

r e stde ~,\Tithin the territory of the State exce pt in those cases de­

fined by l aw for reasons of public hea l th or se curit y . 

Every citizen has the right to journe y abroad except wh en limited 

by law f or reasons of security, national defense, national economy, 
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CHAPTER II. THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF CITIZENS

Article 9: Every citizen has the right to life, liberty, secur-

ity, and to integrity of his person.

Article 10: No one may be arbitrarily arrested, detained, or

exiled.

Except in cases of flagrante delicto, one may be arrested only

when there is a mandate of arrest from the competent authority in

those cases and forms prescribed by law.

In accordance with the procedures prescribed by law, those

accused of felonies or misdemeanors have the right to choose counsel

or to demand that counsel be designated for them.

Article 11: No one may be subjected to torture or to punishments

or treatment which are cruel, inhuman, or degrading.

Article 12: The private life, the family, the home, the corres-

pondence, the honor, and the reputation of every citizen are to be

protected. The secrecy of correspondence is inviolable except in

cases where there is a judicial order or in case of necessity for

the maintenance of order and public security.

Everyone is entitled to the protection of the law against il-

legal interference or transgression.

Article 13: Every citizen has the right freely to circulate and

reside within the territory of the State except in those cases de--

fined by law for reasons of public health or security.

Every citizen has the right to journey abroad except when limited

by law for reasons of security, national defense, national economy,
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f inan ce , or public interest. 

Article 14: Every citizen has the right and duty to work, and 

equal pay shall be given to those performing the same work. 

Everyone who works shal l be entitled to an equitable .remune ration 

guarant eeing to him and his family an existence cons-is tent with 

human dignity . 
. 

Article 15: Every citizen has the ri ght to f re edom of t hought , 

opinion and , .within the limits prescribed by law, to a s.soc i a tion and 

assembly . 

Article 16 : Every citizen has the right to freedom of expression. 

This ri ght may not be use d for false accusa tions , s l ander, outrages 

against public mo r a l s , incitations to public di sturbance, or f or 

overthrowing the r epublican fo r m of gove r nment . 

-Eve r y citizen enj oys the right to f r eedom of the pr ess , aimed 

at creating a corr e ct and fair opinion , whic~ the Stat e shall pro -

teet against all acts aimed at di storting th e truth . 

Article 17 : Every citizen has the ri ght to f r eedom of conscience, 

freedom of religi ous practic e , and f r eedo m of _ r e ligious pr eaching , so 

long as the exercise of this right i s not contr a ry to pub lic morals 

and go od habits. 

Arti cle 1$ : Under the forms and conditions pr escribed ' by law, 

every citizen has the right to vot e , to stand fo r e l ections and to 

participate in th e dir e ction of the affairs of the country, eit he r 

direct l y or through el e cted r epresentatives . 

Ar ticle 19 : Every citizen has the right to participate in pub lic 
I 

servic e according to his capab iliti es and on a basis of equality . 

-4-

finance, or public interest.

Article 14: Every citizen has the right and duty to work, and

equal pay shall be given to those performing the same work.

Everyone who works shall be entitled to an equitable remuneration

guaranteeing to him and his family an existence consistent with

human dignity.

Article 15: Every citizen has the right to freedom of thought,

opinion and, within the limits prescribed by law, to association and

assembly.

Article 16: Every citizen has the right to freedom of expression.

This right may not be used for false accusations, slander, outrages

against public morals, incitations to public disturbance, or for

overthrowing the republican form of government.

Every citizen enjoys the right to freedom of the press, aimed

at creating a correct and fair opinion, which the State shall pro-

tect against all acts aimed at distorting the truth.

Article 17: Every citizen has the right to freedom of conscience,

freedom of religious practice, and freedom of religious preaching, SO

long as the exercise of this right is not contrary to public morals

and good habits.

Article 18: Under the forms and conditions prescribed by law,

every citizen has the right to vote, to stand for elections and to

participate in the direction of the affairs of the country, either

directly or through elected representatives.

Article 19: Every citizen has the right to participate in public

service according to his capabilities and on a basis of equality.



-5-

Article 20: The State recognizes and gua r antees the right tQ 

private property. The law shal l prescribe the conditions for its ac-

quisition and enjoyment, so "that it may be accessible to all, guaran-

tee to each individual a dignified and free life, and construct at 

the same time a prosperous basis for society . 

In the cases prescribed by law and with provision for indemnifi­

cation , privat~ property may be requisitioned for public use. 

Article 21: The State favors the utilization of personal savings 

for the purchase of a home, the ownership of fa rm lands, or investment 

ln enterprises. 

Article 22: Every citizen has the right to form economic associa-

tions, so long as th e se associations are not aimed at illegal specu-

lation or mani pulation of the e conQmy. 
(4: 

The State ~ encourages .and ~ the formation of mutual aid 

as socia tions so long as they are not instruments of speculation. 

The State do es not r e cognize - the monopolistic form of business 

activity except in those cases fixed by law because of the needs of 

national defense, security , or public i nte rest. 

Article 23 : The right to f reel y fo rm labor unions and the right 

to strike are recognized and are exercised in the forms and under the 

conditions nrescrib ed by law. 
L • 

Public servants ha ve not the right to s trike. 

The right to strike is not recognized for worker s in those 

branche s of a ctivities rela tGd to national defense, public security , 

or those needs indis~ensable to collective life. 

-5-

Article 20: The State recognizes and guarantees the right to

private property. The law shall prescribe the conditions for its ac-

quisition and enjoyment, SO that it may be accessible to all, guaran-

tee to each individual a dignified and free life, and construct at

the same time a prosperous basis for society.

In the cases prescribed by law and with provision for indemnifi-

cation, private property may be requisitioned for public use.

Article 21: The State favors the utilization of personal savings

for the purchase of a home, the ownership of farm lands, or investment

in enterprises.

Article 22: Every citizen has the right to form economic associa-

tions, SO long as these associations are not aimed at illegal specu-

lation or manipulation of the economy.
favors

the formation of mutual aidencourages andThe State

associations SO long as they are not instruments of speculation.

The State does not recognize the monopolistic form of business

activity except in those cases fixed by law because of the needs of

national defense, security, or public interest.

Article 23: The right to freely form labor unions and the right

to strike are recognized and are exercised in the forms and under the

conditions prescribed by law.

Public servants have not the right to strike.

The right to strike is not recognized for workers in those

branches of activities related to national defense, public security,

or those needs indispensable to collective life.
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A l aw sha ll determine the above mentioned branches of activities 

and gua r antee to the personnel and wo rkers of the se branche s a spec:lal 

status , in order t o protect t he ir rights . 

Article 24 : 1//i_ thin the l imits of its capu ci ty and economic devEi-

opm~nt , t he State shall detem1ine :;he effective r.1easurf$ for r ende ring 

assistance in c~ses of unemployment , old a~e , illness, di sasters , or 

other misfo rtune s . 

Article 25: The St.:1te r e cognizes that the fami ly is the founda tion 

of society . 

The State encour ages and f a cilitate s the formation of familie s and 

the accomplishment of the familia l mission , espec i a lly during materni ty 

and infancy. 

The State supports and encourages the cohesion of the family. 

\.rti cl e 26 : The State attempts to give each citizen a basic edu-

cation which shall be both compulsory and fre e . · 

Every citi zen has t he right to pursue hi s studies. 

Ass i s t qn ce shall be given t o those citizens who have the ability 

to pur sue t heir studies but lack the persona l · means to do so. 

The State recognize s the right of parent s to choose the schools of 

their children . Assoc i a t ion s a nd rrivate pe r sons have the ri ght to es -

tablish schools unde r t he condit i ons prescribed by l aw . 
. 

The St a t e may acc r edit priv::tte Uni versities and Superior Technical 

School s establi shed in acco r dance wi t h conditibns prescribed by l aw . 

The diplomas Qwa rded by those schoo l s may be recognized by the State . 
\ 

Articl e 27: Every citizen has the ·ri ght to participate in cultural 

a nd scientific activities , and to enjoy the arts and the benefits of 
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A law shall determine the above mentioned branches of activities

and guarantee to the personnel and workers of these branches a special 1

status, in order to protect their rights.

Article 24: Within the limits of its capacity and economic deve-

opment, the State shall determine the effective measures for rendering

assistance in cases of unemployment, old age, illness, disasters, or

other misfortunes.

Article 25: The State recognizes that the family is the foundation

of society.

The State encourages and facilitates the formation of families and

the accomplishment of the familial mission, especially during maternity

and infancy.

The State supports and encourages the cohesion of the family.

Article 26: The State attempts to give each citizen a basic edu-

cation which shall be both compulsory and free.

Every citizen has the right to pursue his studies.

Assistance shall be given to those citizens who have the ability

to pursue their studies but lack the personal means to do so.

The State recognizes the right of parents to choose the schools of

their children. Associations and private persons have the right to es-

tablish schools under the conditions prescribed by law.

The State may accredit private Universities and Superior Technical

Schools established in accordance with conditions prescribed by law.

The diplomas awarded by those schools may be recognized by the State.

Article 27: Every citizen has the right to participate in cultural

and scientific activities, and to enjoy the arts and the benefits of
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t e chnologica l progress . 

The protection of l aw shall be a ccorded the rilora l and ma t eria l bene­

fits accruing to t he authors of s cientif ic, li t er a r y or arti stic pro­

ductions .. 

Ar t icle 28 : The rights of ea ch cit i zen shal l be ex erc i s ed in con­

formity wi th fo rms and conditions prescribed by l aw. 

The right s of ea ch ci tiz en a r e limi t ed only by l aws the pur pos e of 

which i s t o a ssure r espect f or the r i ght s of othe r s and to mee t t he d e ­

mands of gener a l security, mora ls, public order, and na t i ona l defense~ 

Whoever a buses t he ri ~ht s set f or t h in the Con s t ituticin to des troy 

t he re publican f orm of gover nment, democra cy , freed01n , nationa l inde­

pendenc e a nd unity , shall be deprived of such r i ght s . 

Article 29~ Sver y citizen has t he duty to r espe ct a nd defend t he 

Constitution a nd t he Law. 

Eve r y citizen has t he dut y t o de f end the Fa therl and , the r epublican 

f or m of government, freedom , a nd demo cra cy . 

Eve ryon e must discha r ge his dut y of .r endering mi l ita ry service 

within t he limits ·and f orms es t ablished by l aw. 

Eve ry c i tizen has t he duty t o bea r a shar e of publi c expensmin 

pro portion to his means. 
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technological progress.

The protection of law shall be accorded the moral and material bene-

fits accruing to the authors of scientific, literary, or artistic pro--

ductions.

Article 28: The rights of each citizen shall be exercised in con-

formity with forms and conditions prescribed by law.

The rights of each citizen are limited only by laws the purpose of

which is to assure respect for the rights of others and to meet the de- -

mands of general security, morals, public order, and national defense.

Whoever abuses the rights set forth in the Constitution to destroy

the republican form of government, democracy, freedom, national inde-

pendence and unity, shall be deprived of such rights.

Article 29: Every citizen has the duty to respect and defend the

Constitution and the Law.

Every citizen has the duty to defend the Fatherland, the republican

form of government, freedom, and democracy.

Everyone must discharge his duty of rendering military service

within the limits and forms established by law.

Every citizen has the duty to bear a share of public expenses in

proportion to his means.
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CHAPT3R II I . THE ? -L~.SILJENT Oi THE REPU-~ LIC 

Article 30 : The President of the Republic sha ll be elected 

t hrough universal suffrage , by direct and secret ballot , in a na ­

tional ele ction . A l aw shall fix the mo da liti es of votirig f or the 

President of the Republic. 

The Vice President sh ll be e lected at the snme t ime and on the 

same ticket as the President . 

Article 31: Every citizen who meets the f ollowing qua lificat·ions 

shall have th ~ ri aht to be a candidate for President or Vice President 
'=' 

of th e Republic . 

l~ BG born i n Vi etnamese territory wi th Vietnamese 

nationality uninterrupted since birth , or have 

recov er ed Vietnamese na tionality prior to t he 

d~te of promulgation of t he constitution ; 

2 . Res ide on the na tional territory with or without 

interruption for a period of a t l east fif te en 

ye a rs ; 

3. Be at l east 40 years of age ; 

4. Enjoy the rights of citizenship . 

The off ic e of . Pre s ident or Vic e President of the Republic is 
. 

incompatib l e with 3.ny other pri vate activity , regardle ss of whethe r 

r emune r a t ed or not. 

Article 3 2 : The President Ys and Vice Presidentvs terms of office 

shall be 5 years; they may be r ee l e cted twi ce. 
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CHAPTER III. THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC

Article 30: The President of the Republic shall be elected

through universal suffrage, by direct and secret ballot, in a na-

tional election. A law shall fix the modalities of voting for the

President of the Republic.

The Vice President shall be elected at the same time and on the

same ticket as the President.

Article 31: Every citizen who meets the following qualifications

shall have th - right to be a candidate for President or Vice President

of the Republic.

1. Be born in Vietnamese territory with Vietnamese

nationality uninterrupted since birth, or have

recovered Vietnamese nationality prior to the

date of promulgation of the constitution;

2. Reside on the national territory with or without

interruption for a period of at least fifteen

years;

3. Be at least 40 years of age;

4. Enjoy the rights of citizenship.

The office of President or Vice President of the Republic is

incompatible with any other private activity, regardless of whether

remunerated or not.

Article 32: The President's and Vice President's terms of office

shall be 5 years; they may be reelected twice.
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Article 33: The terms of offi ce of the Pr esident and Vice Presi-

. dent shall expi r e exa ctly a t noon on the l ast day of t he sixtieth 

month from the dat e of t aking office, nnd the mandate of t heir sue -

ce ssors shall beg i n &t t hat time . 

The Presidential a nd Vice Pr esidentia l mandat es may end before 

t he conc lusion of the term in the fo llowi ng circumstances : 

l. 

2. 

Death· 
' 

Serious and prolonge d illness r endering them unab le 

to exerci se t heir power s and fulfill the dutie s of 

office. After considering expert me dica l advice, 

this i ncapacity shall be conf irme d by a 4/5 majo-r-

i~y of the Nat i ona l Assemb l y ; 

3. By r esigna tion t r ansmitt ed to the r:ational Assembly; 

4. By impeachment by the Special Tribuna l, a s under 

Article 81 . 

Arti cle 34: The ele c tion of a new President and Vi ce Pre s ident 

shall take place on Sunday , three weeks prior to the . t erminat ion of 

the then-current Pre sid entia l term . 

Should the President~s servic e cease before the conclusion of 

hi s term , the Vice Pre sident will pe rform the duties of President 

until the expir ation of the origi nal term of office. 

In the circumstances set ··orth above , if there is no Vice · Presi-

dent , · or if the Vice · ~ resident for any ~ea son is unable to as sume the 

r esponsibilities of the Banda te , t he president of the Nat iona l Assem-

bly shall t empo r d.rily disch c:~ rge the f unctions of President of the 

Repub lic in order to expedit e current affairs and organize an e lection 
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Article 33: The terms of office of the President and Vice Presi-

dent shall expire exactly at noon on the last day of the sixtieth

month from the date of taking office, and the mandate of their suc-

cessors shall begin at that time.

The Presidential and Vice Presidential mandates may end before

the conclusion of the term in the following circumstances:

1. Death;

2. Serious and prolonged illness rendering them unable

to exercise their powers and fulfill the duties of

office. After considering expert medical advice,

this incapacity shall be confirmed by a 4/5 major-

ity of the National Assembly;

By resignation transmitted to the National Assembly;3.

4. By impeachment by the Special Tribunal, as under

Article 81.

Article 34: The election of a new President and Vice President

shall take place on Sunday, three weeks prior to the termination of

the then-current Presidential term.

Should the President's service cease before the conclusion of

his term, the Vice President will perform the duties of President

until the expiration of the original term of office.

In the circumstances set forth above, if there is no Vice Presi-

dent, or if the Vice President for any reason is unable to assume the

responsibilities of the mandate, the president of the National Assem-

bly shall temporarily discharge the functions of President of the

Republic in order to expedite current affairs and organize an election
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for a new President within two months. In this case the first vice-

president of . the Nationa l Assembly shall temporarily perform th e duties 

of pr esident of the National Assembly . 

Article 35: The President of the Republic concludes and, after 

~pproval ty the National Assembly, ratifies treaties and international 

agre ements. 

The President appoints ambassadors , a ccredits and receives for­

e i gn diplomatic representat ives , and represents the Nation in foreign 

affairs. 

Article 36: With the approval of one-half of · the membership of 

th~ National Assembly, the President declares war or concludes treat-

ies of peace. 

Article 37: The President of the Republic appoints and dismisses 

all civil ind military officia ls in t he procedure prescribed by law 

except in thos·e cases where a special procedure is stipulated by the 

Constitution . 

H~ is the Commander-in- Chief of the Armed Forc~s 

He awards decorations . 

I~e exercises the r ight of pardon, mitiga tion, commutation and 

canc ella tion of penalty . 

Article 38: In ca se of war or internal disturbance the terms of . . . 

the const itutionally elected representatives shall a t their expira-

tioG -be i ~so facto extended. 

In case a s t ate of eme r gency , alert or siege should be pro-

cla i re d in an electoral district the PreEident may prolong the term 

of the r epresentative f rom that constituenc~. 
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for a new President within two months. In this case the first vice-

president of the National Assembly shall temporarily perform the duties

of president of the National Assembly.

Article 35: The President of the Republic concludes and, after

approval by the National Assembly, ratifies treaties and international

agreements.

The President appoints ambassadors, accredits and receives for-

eign diplomatic representatives, and represents the Nation in foreign

affairs.

Article 36: With the approval of one-half of the membership of

the National Assembly, the President declares war or concludes treat-

ies of peace.

Article 37: The President of the Republic appoints and dismisses

all civil and military officials in the procedure prescribed by law

except in those cases where a special procedure is stipulated by the

Constitution.

He is the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces

He awards decorations.

He exercises the right of pardon, mitigation, commutation and

cancellation of penalty.

Article 38: In case of war or internal disturbance the terms of

the constitutionally elected representatives shall at their expira-

tion be ipso facto extended.

In case a state of emergency, alert or siege should be pro--

claimed in an electoral district the President may prolong the term

of the representative from that constituency.
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However, comp~ete or partia l e lections shal l b~ or ganized a t the 

latest six months after the exceptiona l circumstances ci ted in the 

two pr ece ding :aragr aphs have ended. 

Article 39 : The Pr e sident of the :rtepublic shall communicate with 

the National Assembly by means of messages . 

He ~ay pa r ticipa te in the sessions of the Nat i onal Assemb l y and 

make statement ,s befor e it . 

Each ye a r at the beginning of the second r eGul a r session ,of the 

National Assembly and whe never he d eems it necessary, the President 

shal l · conm unicat e with the i~ssemb ly on the domestic situation of the 

count ry and on domestic and forei gn po licies. 

Article 40: The Presid~nt , with the consent of the Assembly , may 

or ganize a r efB r endum of the people . 

·r,!- --~ .ll t_, results of the r e:er endum shall b e r espected by the Pr esident 

of th ~ Rep ublic a nd the Nationa l Assembly . 

Article 41: In an eme r gency between sessions the President may 

Yssue law decrees . 

Immediately afte r bein~ sign ed, t hese l aw de crees sha ll be 

t ran smitted to the Secretaria t of t h e Nationcl Assembly . 

If they a r e not disapproved by the National Assembly during the 

next succ e eding regula r session , they shall become law. 

Article 42: In case . of emer gency , war , i nte r na l disturbance, or 

e c ono~ic or fin~ncial crisis, the Nat ional Assembly may confe r upon 

~he President fo r a fixed time , with the limits clearly specifi ed, 

the authority to sign law de cre es in order to carry out polici es set 

for th by the Nat ional Assembly in the law delegating this power. 
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However, complete or partial elections shall be organized at the

latest six months after the exceptional circumstances cited in the

two preceding paragraphs have ended.

Article 39: The President of the Republic shall communicate with

the National Assembly by means of messages.

He may participate in the sessions of the National Assembly and

make statements before it.

Each year at the beginning of the second regular session of the

National Assembly and whenever he deems it necessary, the President

shall communicate with the Assembly on the domestic situation of the

country and on domestic and foreign policies.

Article 40: The President, with the consent of the Assembly, may

organize a referendum of the people.

The results of the referendum shall be respected by the President

of the Republic and the National Assembly.

Article 41: In an emergency between sessions the President may

issue law decrees.

Immediately after being signed, these law decrees shall be

transmitted to the Secretariat of the National Assembly.

If they are not disapproved by the National Assembly during the

next succeeding regular session, they shall become law.

Article 42: In case of emergency, war, internal disturbance, or

economic or financial crisis, the National Assembly may confer upon

the President for a fixed time, with the limits clearly specified,

the authority to sign law decrees in order to carry out policies set

forth by the National Assembly in the law delegating this power.
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Such law de crees must be transmitted tb the Secretariat of the 

National Assemb ly i nrrnediately after signature . If they are not re­

j ect ed by the Assemb l y within thirty day s afte r the expiration of the 

t i me l imit s et in the enabling statut e , such law decrees shall be con-

sider ed t he same a s law. 

Articl~ 43: In case t he bud~et should not be voted within the 

period presc r ibed in Ar ticl e 60 , t he President may sign budgetary 

decrs e s for the following fisca l period. Pending t he final vot e of 

the Na tional Asse~bly on the budge tary decree , the President of the 

R?-public may expend , in ea ch quart er, one fourth of the credits entered 

in the budgetar y decree . 

In th e budg e t a ry law, the Nationa l Assembly shall for estall the 

cons equences r esulting from th e r e j ection or mod ification of the pro-

visions of t he budget ary decree . 

Article 44. The Pr esiden·t may decree a s tat e of eme r gency, alert, 

or siege in one or several areas; t his decree ma y suspend the applica-

tion of one or several l aws in those areas . 

Article 45: On t ak ing office, the President of t he Republic shall 

t ake the fo llowing oath: 

11 I solemnly swea r that 

I shall to the bes t of my ab ility att empt to discha rge the duties 

of the off i ce of President·, 

respec t , preserve, and def en d the Constitution, 

and loyally se rve the Fatherland and devote J11yself to the 

nub lic interc st. 11 
.L 
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Such law decrees must be transmitted to the Secretariat of the

National Assembly immediately after signature. If they are not re--

jected by the Assembly within thirty days after the expiration of the

time limit set in the enabling statute, such law decrees shall be con-

sidered the same as law.

Article 43: In case the budget should not be voted within the

period prescribed in Article 60, the President may sign budgetary

decrees for the following fiscal period. Pending the final vote of

the National Assembly on the budgetary decree, the President of the

Republic may expend, in each quarter, one fourth of the credits entered

in the budgetary decree.

In the budgetary law, the National Assembly shall forestall the

consequences resulting from the rejection or modification of the pro--

visions of the budgetary decree.

Article 44. The President may decree a state of emergency, alert,

or siege in one or several areas; this decree may suspend the applica-

tion of one or several laws in those areas.

Article 45: On taking office, the President of the Republic shall

take the following oath:

"I solemnly swear that

I shall to the best of my ability attempt to discharge the duties

of the office of President;

respect, preserve, and defend the Constitution,

and loyally serve the Fatherland and devote myself to the

public interest. if



-13-

I 

Article 46 : Th e President shal l be a ssis t ed by a Vice President, 
~~~~l~~ ~ ~ ~ 

Secre t J.ries of Sta t e , an d Under Se cretari es of Stat e ; t het-A shall 'be 

ap pointe d by hi m and r e sponsible t o h i m. 

Article l4-?_ : The S e cre tarie ~> and Under Secretaries of State may 

consult with the Pr e sident or Vice Pr esident of the Na tional As s embly 

and committe e ch-irmen to c l a ri fy va rious ma tters rela ted to t he mak ing . 

of laws • 

• 
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Article 46: The President shall be assisted by a Vice President,
Secretaries and Under Secretaries of State

Secretaries of State, and Under Secretaries of State; the
A

shall be

appointed by him and responsible to him.

Article 47: The Secretaries and Under Secretaries of State may

consult with the President or Vice President of the National Assembly

and committee chairmen to clarify various matters related to the making

of laws.
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CHAPTER IV. THE NATIONAL ASSElV'BLY 

Part l. Representatives 

Article 48: The el ectoral law shall fix the number of representa-

tives in the National As sembly and determine the electoral districts. 

Article 49: The representatives shall be elected through universal 
I ' . 

suffrage by direct and secret ballot in accordance vnth the forms and 

conditions prescribed by the aectoral l aw . 

Article 50: Those persons may be elected as representatives to the 

National Assembly 

l. who have retained Vietnamese nat ionality without interruption 

since birth, or have a cquired Vi e tnamese nationality for at 

least f ive years, or have recovered Vietnamese nationality for 

at l east three yea rs, except that the three year provision 

shall not apply to those persons who reacquire their Vietnam-
. " 

ese na tionality prior · to the promulga tion of the constitution. 

2. who enjoy the ri ghts of ci t izenship, 

3. who are at l eas t 25 years of a ge at the date of the election, 

4. who fulfill all other conditions fixed by the el ectoral ' law. 

However, in special ca ses the President may, by decree, exempt from 

the five or three year re quirements cited above those persons who have 

recovered or ac quired Vi etnamese nationality and who have rendered ex-

ceptional servic e to the · Fatherland. 

Articl e 51: The term of off ic e of t he representatives shall be 

three years; they may be r ee l ected. 

The election of a new National Assembly shall take place one month 
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CHAPTER IV. THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Part 1. Representatives

Article 48: The electoral law shall fix the number of representa-

tives in the National Assembly and determine the electoral districts.

Article 49: The representatives shall be elected through universal

suffrage by direct and secret ballot in accordance with the forms and

conditions prescribed by the electoral law.

Article 50: Those persons may be elected as representatives to the

National Assembly

1. who have retained Vietnamese nationality without interruption

since birth, or have acquired Vietnamese nationality for at

least five years, or have recovered Vietnamese nationality for

at least three years, except that the three year provision

shall not apply to those persons who reacquire their Vietnam-

ese nationality prior to the promulgation of the constitution.

2. who enjoy the rights of citizenship,

3. who are at least 25 years of age at the date of the election,

4. who fulfill all other conditions fixed by the electoral law.

However, in special cases the President may, by decree, exempt from

the five or three year requirements cited above those persons who have

recovered or acquired Vietnamese nationality and who have rendered ex-

ceptional service to the Fatherland.

Article 51: The term of office of the representatives shall be

three years; they may be reelected.

The election of a new National Assembly shall take place one month
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prior to the expiration of the term of office of the then-current Na tion­

al Assembly . 

Article 52: When a representative resigns, dies, or terminates his 

mandate for any r eason whatsoever, the election of a re plac ement shall 

take place within three months . 

There shall be no ele ction for a replacement representative if the 

vacancy occurs less than six months prior to the enp of t he original 

term of office. 

Article 53: The mandate of a representative is incompatible with 

any other remunerated public fun ction or with any other e lected office. 

Civil servants who are e l ected representatives shall t c."Cke leave of ab­

sence; mil itary personnel elected representatiV'es shall be demobilized. 

Tne Qanda te of a representative is incompatible with t he office of 

a Secretary or Under-Secretary of State. 

,, 

However, r epresentatives may be char~ed with spacial missions l ast ­

ing not more than twelve months each nor exceeding in toto one half of 

the life of the l egisl a tEre . \lihil e ?-ischarging such special a ssignments, 

r epresentatives shal l not have the right to debat e or vote in the Nation­

al Assembly or its commit tees. 

Representatives may serve a s teachers in Universities and Hi gher 

Technical Schools. 

In no case may representatives partici pate in competitive bidding 

sponsored by govBrnmen t organs , or ente r into contracts with theB. 

Article 54 : No representa tive may be pursued, arrested , incarcer­

ated, or sentenced because of anything he may have said or any vote· he 
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prior to the expiration of the term of office of the then-current Nation-

al Assembly.

Article 52: When a representative resigns, dies, or terminates his

mandate for any reason whatsoever, the election of a replacement shall

take place within three months.

There shall be no election for a replacement representative if the

vacancy occurs less than six months prior to the end of the original

term of office.

Article 53: The mandate of a representative is incompatible with

any other remunerated public function or with any other elected office.

Civil servants who are elected representatives shall take leave of ab-

sence; military personnel elected representatives shall be demobilized.

The mandate of a representative is incompatible with the office of

a Secretary or Under-Secretary of State.

However, representatives may be charged with special missions last-

ing not more than twelve months each nor exceeding in toto one half of

the life of the legislature. While discharging such special assignments,

representatives shall not have the right to debate or vote in the Nation-

al Assembly or its committees.

Representatives may serve as teachers in Universities and Higher

Technical Schools.

In no case may representatives participate in competitive bidding

sponsored by government organs, or enter into contracts with them.

Article 54: No representative may be pursued, arrested, incarcer-

ated, or sentenced because of anything he may have said or any vote he
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may have cast in t he Assembly or a ny of i t s commi t t ee s. 

Except in case s of high treason , i njur y t o the security of the 

State , or flagrante delicto n,o de puty may be pursued, a rrested, incar­

ce r ated , or sentenced during t he who l e period of Nationa l Assembly se s­

s~ons , including the time for r epairing to t he \ssembly and r e t urning 

from it . 

Part 2. The Fowers of t he Na.t i anal Assembly 

Article 55 : The National ·.Assembly votes the l aws . It approves i n­

t ernational trea ties and agreements. 

Pa rt 3. Legisla tive Procedures 

Article 56: Representatives may in ~ roduce proposals for laws .in the 

Na tional As s embly; the Presiden t of t he Republic may submit bills of ~ w. 

Artic le 57: Bills of l aw and proposals for l aws which a re approved 

by the Ass embly shall be transmit t ed t o t he Pres i den t wi t hin a period of 

s even full days .. 

The Presiden t mu s t promul ga te s·uch l 3.ws within a period of t hirty 

full day s f rom t he ·date of re ceipt . In a ca se de clared by t he ~ssembly 

to be urgent, the pe riod for . pro~ul gati Qn shall be r educed to seven full 

days. 

Article 5S: During ·the peri od fo r pron ul ~ation , t he Pr e sident may 

transmit to the Assembly an ex~ lanato ry message callin~ upon that body 

to reconsider one or several provisions of the law which it had approved. 

When cha r ged by t he return of a bill with a second read i ng of it , 

the Ass embly, if it reje cts t he modifications proposed by the President 's 

message, will enact the l aw by th~ open vot e of t~ re e-fourths of its 

membership. 
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may have cast in the Assembly or any of its committees.

Except in cases of high treason, injury to the security of the

State, or flagrante delicto no deputy may be pursued, arrested, incar-

cerated, or sentenced during the whole period of National Assembly ses-

sions, including the time for repairing to the Assembly and returning

from it.

Part 2. The Powers of the National Assembly

Article 55: The National Assembly votes the laws. It approves in-

ternational treaties and agreements.

Part 3. Legislative Procedures

Article 56: Representatives may introduce proposals for laws in the

National Assembly; the President of the Republic may submit bills of law.

Article 57: Bills of law and proposals for laws which are approved

by the Assembly shall be transmitted to the President within a period of

seven full days.

The President must promulgate such laws within a period of thirty

full days from the date of receipt. In a case declared by the Assembly

to be urgent, the period for promulgation shall be reduced to seven full

days.

Article 58: During the period for promulgation, the President may

transmit to the Assembly an explanatory message calling upon that body

to reconsider one or several provisions of the law which it had approved.

When charged by the return of a bill with a second reading of it,

the Assembly, if it rejects the modifications proposed by the President's

message, will enact the law by the open vote of three-fourths of its

membership.
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• 
f• t. 1 59 11.r lc_._e : If , under the circumstances set forth in i~rticle 57, 

the President of th~ Republ ic neither promul ~ate s nor r eLurns to the 

Nati onal Asser bly for r econsideration a t ext which it had ea rlier 

approved , that text sha l l be come law . 

Article 60 : Budget proposals mus t be s en t to the Se cretaria t of th e 

Assembly before the 30th of September. The Budget shall be def initively 

voted on before Decerllber 31. 

Artic l e 61 : Representative s hElve the ri ~ht to initiate expenditures , 

but at the same time th~y sh~ll propose corresponding new receipts . 

Far t 4. Ope r ations of the National Ass emblx 

Artic l e 62 : The National As sembly shall meet in r e gular and extr a-

ordina r y sessions . 

Artic l e 63 : ~ach year there shall be two regul ar sessions -- one 

beginning on the first l· .onday of April and one be~inning on the firs t 

Uonday of October . Nei ther r egul a r session shall l as t l onger than thr ee 

Arti cle 64: The l'ational .Assembly shall be convened in extraordin-

ary ses s ion if the President of the Republic or mora than one - half of 

the membe rship of th e Assembly so deAand . 

When convened by the Pr esident , t he a genda of the ex raordinary 

session is to 'be fixed by him. 

When convened on t he · demand of the r epresent a tives , the a g nda is 

to be f ixed by t he Sec r etariat of the Assembly . 

The duration of e.a ch extraordinary sessi on may not exceed thirty 

days . 

Arti cle 65 : The National Assembly shal l mee t in publ ic. however , 
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Article 59: If, under the circumstances set forth in Article 57,

the President of the Republic neither promulgates nor returns to the

National Assembly for reconsideration a text which it had earlier

approved, that text shall become law.

Article 60: Budget proposals must be sent to the Secretariat of the

Assembly before the 30th of September. The Budget shall be definitively

voted on before December 31.

Article 61: Representatives have the right to initiate expenditures,

but at the same time they shall propose corresponding new receipts.

Part 4. Operations of the National Assembly

Article 62: The National Assembly shall meet in regular and extra-

ordinary sessions.

Article 63: Each year there shall be two regular sessions one

beginning on the first Monday of April and one beginning on the first

Monday of October. Neither regular session shall last longer than three

months.

Article 64: The National Assembly shall be convened in extraordin-

ary session if the President of the Republic or more than one-half of

the membership of the Assembly so demand,

When convened by the President, the agenda of the extraordinary

session is to be fixed by him.

When convened on the demand of the representatives, the agenda is

to be fixed by the Secretariat of the Assembly.

The duration of each extraordinary session may not exceed thirty

days.

Article 65: The National Assembly shall meet in public. However,
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it may 5ee t in closed session if a rraj ority of over one -h~lf of t he men-

b€rs present cr the Pr es id nnt of the Republic so demand . 

Verba t i m a ccounts of the discuss ions and docum2nts produced 1n the 

Assembl y, except fo r the accounts of closed s essi ons , shall be published 

in t he Official Gazette . 

Artic!_e 66: To contro l t he r => gu.L:J. rity ·of t he e l ections of its mer -

bers , the l·: at iona l Asserr.bly sha l l se t ur:; a Control Corrunitte e t o assume 

th e responsibility for and to r e;ort on this matter . 

Th) Rational ~ sseRbly has tho ful l powe r of decision . 

J-~.rticle 67: The National .Assembly will e l e ct ·a Secreta ric t composed 

of a President , 2 Vice-Presidents , l Secretary- Genera l , 3 -~ssistant Sec -

returies - Gene ral , and a requ i site staff . 

The AP.aen"bly shall desi gna t - va rious corrun i tt ee s • 

.Arti c l e 60: The ;~.ssembl y may prescri be its Ovvn interna l r evulati ons , 

e spe ci a lly with r ega rd. to : 

the in ternal or~anizati on of the . ssembl y and it~ Se creta riat; 

the Assellibly 7 s rul es of pro ce du r e a nd the powers of the - 3ecre -

t .-::.ria t ; 

di s ci plinG within the hssembly and disciplina ry sancti .ns; 

the composit io~ ~nd a s si rrnments of CO[~ittees . 

Articl e 69 : -1. bill o.f l aw or pro posal fo r law approved by the 1Ta -

t i onal As2embly shall be vali d onl y i f th e:~ :na jori t y vote received is not 

infe r~ or to one -thirdJthe t~tal number of r epresentati ves . 
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it may meet in closed session if a majority of over one-half of the mem-

bers present or the President of the Republic so demand.

Verbatim accounts of the discussions and documents produced in the

Assembly, except for the accounts of closed sessions, shall be published

in the Official Gazette.

Article 66: To control the regularity of the elections of its mem-

bers, the National Assembly shall set up a Control Committee to assume

the responsibility for and to report on this matter.

The National Assembly has the full power of decision.

Article 67: The National Assembly will elect a Secretariat composed

of a President, 2 Vice-Presidents, 1 Secretary-General, 3 Assistant Sec-

retaries-General, and a requisite staff.

The Aesembly shall designate various committees.

Article 68: The Assembly may prescribe its own internal regulations,

especially with regard to:

the internal organization of the Assembly and its Secretariat;

the Assembly's rules of procedure and the powers of the Secre-

tariat;

discipline within the Assembly and disciplinary sanctions;

the composition and assignments of committees.

Article 69: A bill of law or proposal for law approved by the Na--

tional Assembly shall be valid only if the majority vote received is not

of
inferior to one-third the total number of representatives.
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Article 70 : To discha r 3e t he mission set fo rth in Article 4 , tba 

judicia l sys t em shall be organized in a ccord ~n c e with the principles of 

the equali ty of al l persons before the l aw and of the independence of 

the magistrates on th~ bench . 

Articl e 71: j"udges shall r:1::t ke judgnent s and decisi ons a ccording to 

their oV<m cons ciences , with r espe ct for the l a~'f 3.nd the inte r es ts of the 

Na tion. 

Article 72 : Lnde r the supervision of the Se cre t a ry of State for 

Justice the publ i c prosecutors S1all ~es to the arplicat i on of the l aw , 

the r e spect fo r mor3 l s and public o rde r~ 

" rtic1e 73: There s:'lall . be ~s~:1bli shed a Hi gh Council of the Judi -

cia ry i.Mith the functi on of assisting ·iE SUI e r _vis i ng the sta tus of the 

t . l rl a __ j ud.r_:es . 

The organization , procedure and powers of t he Hi gh Council of the 

Judic iar~ shall be doter~ined by l aw . 
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CHAPTER V. THE JUDICIARY

Article 70: To discharge the mission set forth in Article 4, the

judicial system shall be organized in accordance with the principles of

the equality of all persons before the law and of the independence of

the magistrates on the bench.

Article 71: Judges shall make judgments and decisions according to

their own consciences, with respect for the law and the interests of the

Nation.

Article 72: Under the supervision of the Secretary of State for

Justice the public prosecutors shall see to the application of the law,

the respect for morals and public order.

Article 73: There shall be established a High Council of the Judi-

ciary with the function of assisting in supervising the status of the

trial judges.

The organization, procedure and powers of the High Council of the

Judiciary shall be determined by law.
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CHAFT.GR VI . ThE. SPECIAL TRIBuL .. {L 

~rticle 74 : The Special Tri bunal shall be a court comp2t ent to 
of the Republic , 

judge t he President .:1ild Vice Presi.dcnt' II . the Pr esident of t h e Hi gh Court 
I 

of Appeals , and the Pres id ent o.f t he ConstitL~tiona l CorrJnission in cases 

vrh ere chart?:e? of t r eas on or h i gh crinPs ar·e brousht ~:.~;ainst th em . 

Articl e 75: The Special Tribunal shal l include the f c llowin[: : 

Pre sident of the High Court of Apruals ••••• Pre sident 

Fifteen rep r e s en t ati ves elGcted each legis-

l a ti ve session by the J\:·ational riss er:1bly •.•• Counselors 

\ifuen the Fresident of t he High Court of \ppeals i s t he accused , 

t he President of th e Constitutional 'conuniss ion shall sit a s Pres ident of 

the Special Tribunal . 

Artic l e 76 : The Conr::it tee of InqLiry of the Special Tribunal shall 

include fi ve representat ives el e cted ea ch l eri s l a tivc s es sion by t he 

1\T -'- • J I bl . ~&GlOna _ ASS em Y• 

~ rticle 77 : Char ge§ shall be broug~ t i n accordance with t he fo llow-

ing conch tions: 

a . rt proposal containing the reasons for the charge s shall 

be si gned by three - fifths of the membershi r of the : ssembly and 

presented to the Secre tariat of the ~ssembly fifteen days before 

debate begins . 

b . That proposal shall b 3 approved by two-thirds of t he mcm- · 

bership of t he Assemb ly . 

c . Deputies sitting on the Special Tribunal or on the Com-

~ittee of Inquiry shall not have the ri~ht to presen t a mo tion 

of cha r ge s or to vote on t hat motion . 
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CHAPTER VI. THE SPECIAL TRIBUNAL

Article 74: The Special Tribunal shall be a court competent to
of the Republic,

judge the President and Vice President the President of the High Court

of Appeals, and the President of the Constitutional Commission in cases

where charges of treason or high crimes are brought against them.

Article 75: The Special Tribunal shall include the following:

President of the High Court of Appeals President

Fifteen representatives elected each legis-

lative session by the National Assembly Counselors

When the President of the High Court of Appeals is the accused,

the President of the Constitutional Commission shall sit as President of

the Special Tribunal.

Article 76: The Committee of Inquiry of the Special Tribunal shall

include five representatives elected each legislativo session by the

National Assembly.

Article 77: Charges shall be brought in accordance with the follow-

ing conditions:

a. A proposal containing the reasons for the charges shall

be signed by three-fifths of the membership of the Assembly and

presented to the Secretariat of the Assembly fifteen days before

debate begins.

b. That proposal shall be approved by two-thirds of the mem-

bership of the Assembly.

C. Deputies sitting on the Special Tribunal or on the Com-

mittee of Inquiry shall not have the right to present a motion

of charges or to vote on that motion.
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Article 78 : The official functions of the a ccused shall be suspen­

ded from the da te of passage of t he motion of accusation by t ho Kationa l 

Assembly until t he decision of t he Spe cial Tri buna l is r bndere ~ . During 

that pe r iod , t he proc edures set for t . i n Articl e34 s ections 2 and 3 , 

shall obtain. 

Articl e 79 : The Commi tte e of I nq t-~iry have the ri ·=·~ - t to sumr.}on wit­

nessesand to compel inte r e sted :l[;encie s to pl ac 2 s e cre t docv.ments and 

dossi ers at its disposal . The Committee of I nqt-:iry sh::tll pr esent its 

report within t wo month s un l e ss a delay of an a ddi ti onal month sho~ld be 

accorded by the Special Tribunal. 

Article 80 : The Spe cial Tri bunal shall convene to he c1. r th e state­

ments of t he Committ ee of Inquiry and the accused; it sha ll r ender its 

judgm .n t by a thre o- fo urths vote of t~c membership of the Court . 

Article 81: If the accused is found ~uilty, t he Sne cial Tribuna l 

shall decl:.l re his r Gmoval from office . This judgment shall ente r into 

f orc e i ram.ed ia t ely. 
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Article 78: The official functions of the accused shall be suspen-

ded from the date of passage of the motion of accusation by the National

Assembly until the decision of the Special Tribunal is rendered. During

that period, the procedures set forth in Article34 sections 2 and 3,

shall obtain.

Article 79: The Committee of Inquiry have the right to summon wit-

nesses and to compel interested agencies to place secret documents and

dossiers at its disposal. The Committee of Inquiry shall present its

report within two months unless a delay of an additional month should be

accorded by the Special Tribunal.

Article 80: The Special Tribunal shall convene to hear the state-

ments of the Committee of Inquiry and the accused; it shall render its

judgment by a three-fourths vote of the membership of the Court.

Article 81: If the accused is found guilty, the Special Tribunal

shall declare his removal from office. This judgment shall enter into

force immediately.
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COUl-! CIL 

Article 52 : The h :~ tional l:. conomic Coun cil sha l l h ~1v :.; tJ~ '""" ft~nction 

of suz~e sting i deas 3nd r enie ring i ts opiLion on e conomic proj e cts and 

proposals •. 

The Nation3.l Econon ic Council shall 'Jc chosen i:ro :~ E·unon~ pro.fession-

.0 ]_ ,-, ~ c' <..)Cl "' -1--iO" S l"r·-·'"' +1'~. ;;:, V'' -rl' ou c.: b, .... ..., .J'CJ- r~. c· 0 -P ""·C OTI01·r' l. C :.l c i· _L· v-i·c· y .l.f"' r , ;......rt1 :::::1.. U t-J 0 _ (....\. U..L l.l · ' '-' "-1 · ... u ... - · .A . " · ' ..L ..... :t . .l. .l\:.:0 .J.. \; J l.d ,_._ "'v I ...!..- ' ' ~ v u 

vari ou s soci.:?c l orr;a r.:iz.:1tions vhc 

e conomists . 

L. cmbership in the 1J.tionG..l i:co uomi c Cour1cil i s i n. com· _· t:.ibL:.- wi th 

::,ec~ bership in thG l':a tional A s s~;ri1bl y . 

~\rticl G ~.l : 'J.hc \li ce :P r 2si dc;nt oi the ttepubl i c s l:.c. ll pG t Lz. c L.~~ i r-

man of tho r:,::. ti ona l .L~con o~r: i c C ot'nci 1 . 

,, . l dl l h - ]_ .-~ rtlc_c 01+ : :1. J... av-r s 1a J_ f ix tl-1\::; Or ~' ,..,nl· z ·::. -;-l· on 
~\....l .... - w .J. '-'- ar:d ope :o.. .... a tion th ::: 

K~tiona l ~c onomic Council . 

, 
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CHAPTER VII. THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC COUNCIL

Article 82: The National Economic Council shall have the function

of suggesting ideas and rendering its opinion on economic projects and

proposals.

The National Economic Council shall be chosen from among profession-

al associations, from the various branches of economic activity, from

various social organizations relating to the economy, and from among

economists.

Membership in the National Economic Council is incompatible with

membership in the National Assembly.

Article 83: The Vice President of the Republic shall be the chair-

man of the National Economic Council.

Article 84: A law shall fix the organization and operation of the

National Economic Council.
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CCkLI SSION 

t' rti.c_l_.e 8Q~ · . . i1 C t . ... ... . l Co·'"l·n-i"'c.;on ·s,n:;Jl .1. - ~ 1. OD S· lGUv l OD.Cl l! . • .Lu0.L 1 c., __ _ d8cide the consti tu.-· 

tiona lity of laws , law- de cre2 s , a nd ad~inistra tive r e .. ul~tions . 

Article 2~6 : ·r or c;ach t e; rn·: of · t~e l'< J.. t ior r..l 1-. ss~rr:bly t1:s Con s titution-

·a l Co~mission Phn ll cons i s t of : 

A chairmctn a ppointed b y the concurren ce 

of t he Nationa l Assembly ; 

Four hi c:h-rankinz jud;~es or lccwyers a )pointed b y t h e f~~~d~ 
volJ._ l~ R::, en -'- Qt · · s l ct- a.' b t ' "' iT ..,t' ona ·· 1 ~c ' .. , , 1 .1 . t. e pre ,_, v n\.Jo. -lV 0 8 ._8 v8 · 'Y Dt; ~ \ Lt. l ~ -J_ nbu d :lO--Y • 

f;rtl_:c_l e 87 · '1'h " '"'onsti-'- J' t ·'o··• "' l Co -,,.,··c·· c.· ' o c h ·- l l <') C ' Y'· -1-- r-=>"- .! .J.. .! Yl _ .... ____ _ c~. J. c v ·~- \.;J .L LCJ.~ L:Li l ,:>,_; l n 0 <-. ..).. __ et. C _;e\.; r E.\.J J..GJ.. O~! S 

2s ki ng i t to de t e rntine t he constitutionality of l aws , ordinan ce s , de -

crees , and administrative r egul 2tion s presented t o it b y the va rious 

courts . 

'.i.,he de cisions of th e Cons t itutional COid!i1 i ss ion sl12. ll bavc t he ef-

feet .r> - • 
O.i. suspen ctlng the appl ic~tion · o f un cons titutiona l clausGs f r oL the 

date the decision i s oubl ishe · in th e Officia l Ga zette • 

.Arti cle 88 : ;-\.. l e.w sh~ 1l deV.:- r :-r1::.ne t he e r g- Eiza tio::1 a:n.d operation 

of the Con 8ti tutional Corn.rJ.is8icn ·.3.8 \Jell 28 th e proce dure t o be f ollm· . .red 

before th~t body . 
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CHAPTER VIII. THE CONSTITUIIONAL COMMISSION

Article 85: A Constitutional Commission shall decide the constitu-

tionality of laws, law-decrees, and administrative regulations.

Article 86: For each term of the National Assembly the Constitution-

al Commission shall consist of:

of theRepublic
A chairman appointed by the President with the concurrence

of the National Assembly;

of the Republic
Four high-ranking judges or lawyers appointed by the President:

Four Representatives elected by the National Assembly.

Article 87: The Constitutional Commission shall accept petitions

asking it to determine the constitutionality of laws, ordinances, de-

crees, and administrative regulations presented to it by the various

courts.

The decisions of the Constitutional Commission shall have the ef-

fect of suspending the application of unconstitutional clauses from the

date the decision is published in the Official Gazette.

Article 88: A law shall determine the organization and operation

of the Constitutional Commission as well as the procedure to be followed

before that body.
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Cl-iAFTER IX. THE CClJ S'I'l Tu TION 

Artic l e 89 : Articles l , 2 , 3 , and ~ ' and t his article of the Con-

s tituti on may be neither amanded nor a brogated . 

Article; 90 : Tho ·Fre.s ident of th8 He publ i c or· two-thirds of the mem-

bership of the Na tional Assembly r tay propose amendme nt s to the Constitu-

tion . 

Proposals for amendment of the Constitution , citing the r easons 

ther efo r , mus t ca rry the nec es sary numbe r of s i gnat ure s a~d be delivered 

to the Se c ret~ri at of t he Assembly . 

Artic l e 91 : Af ter r e cei pt in the proper fonn of a proposed amend-

ment to the Constituti on , the Secre t a r i a t of the ~ ati onal Assembly shal l 

convene a sp e cia l s e ssion of the Asseubl y t o desi gnate a conmittee of at 

l east f ifteen ~embe rs charged with studying t he pr oposa l and seekin[ the 

advic e cf the Consti t u.t ional Corrmission :lLd of the President of t he Ra ·-

~)ublic . 

Wi t hin a maxi mum pe r iod of sixty da ys the ccrru:1i ttoe shall r eport to 

an extraordinary s e s s i on of t he Assenbly . 

;i.rt i cle 92 : Th -. proposed constitutional o.mendment shall be ap _Jr oved 

if ~ ss anted to by three - f ourths of tl1e tota l numbe r of rep r esentative s 

voting by name and in per son . 

Artic l e 93 : The approved proposal shall be 1 romulgated in :1 ccor -

d. Gn ce with t J.1e proc edure s set fo rth i!l Article 57 , 58 , a.r. d 59 . 

I f the ar:wn dment is returned :::. or rec cnsi der2. ti 01 , tl-'e i"·"a ti o:nal 

As sembly shall th~n de cide .defini t ively by a .three- f ourths vote of the 

tota l · numbe r of repres en~ative s votin~ by nnme and in pe r son . 
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CRAPTER IX. AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION

Article 89: Articles 1, 2, 3, and 4, and this article of the Con-

stitution may be neither amended nor abrogated.

Article 90: The President of the Republic or two-thirds of the mem-

bership of the National Assembly may propose amendments to the Constitu-

tion.

Proposals for amendment of the Constitution, citing the reasons

therefor, must carry the necessary number of signatures and be delivered

to the Secretariat of the Assembly.

Article 91: After receipt in the proper form of a proposed amend-

ment to the Constitution, the Secretariat of the National Assembly shall

convene a special session of the Assembly to designate a committee of at

least fifteen members charged with studying the proposal and seeking the

advice of the Constitutional Commission and of the President of the Re-

public.

Within a maximum period of sixty days the committee shall report to

an extraordinary session of the Assembly.

Article 92: The proposed constitutional amendment shall be approved

if assented to by three-fourths of the total number of representatives

voting by name and in person.

Article 93: The approved proposal shall be promulgated in accor-

dance with the procedures set forth in Article 57, 58, and 59.

If the amendment is returned for reconsideration, the National

Assembly shall then decide definitively by a three-fourths vote of the

total number of representatives voting by name and in person.
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:l.rtic1e 94: The Con s titution s h-3_ 11 be promul ga ted on Octobe r t wenty-

six , n ine t 2en hundre d a nd f ifty six . 

Ar tic le 95: Th e Na tional 1\. S[OJemb l y e l e cted en r:;arch 4 , 1956 , s hall 

be t~J fi rst Legislative As s embly a ccording t o the Cons t i t u tion of t he 

Re~ubl ic of Vie t Kam . 

Th e t e rm of offi c e of t he Legi s la t i v e) .11. s s embly .sha ll be g i n a s of 

t h e p r omu lg3. tion of the Con stitu ti on and s ha ll end on t h e 30 t h o.f Se.p-

t ~;::mb e r 1959 . _ 

Article 96 : The pre s ent Presid ent of t he Republic , who Vi , s char ged , 

by t he people . in the r e f er.:; nd um of Octob e r 23 , 1955, with creating the 

fov_nda tion of democracy , sha ll be t he f irs t Pre sident of the Re public 

.:.1cc ord i ng to t he Constitution of Jche Re iJubli c of Vi e t !Jam . 

The ·Fre siden t' s t e r m of off i cc s hcJ. ll be[i n a '"-' of the d.a t e of pro-

mu1gn tion of th e Cons t itution and shal l end on April 30 , 1961 . 

Articl e 91: Durin ; t he f irs t se ssion of th e f irst Le f"Jj .sla tive . .:..s sem-

bly , t h e pre s e nt Pre sident of· t he Republic shQll de si gnat~ t he fir s t Vice 

Pres i dent of t he Republic. Th i s d es i gnation shall be f i na l if it is 

approv e d by the ~\ ss e . ~bly. 

I f t h e n e cessity of r eplacement a ris es , t he d e si gna tion of t h e n ew 
I -..J I 

Vic e Pre si(ent s hal l fo l1ovv the s ame proce dure throughout the t e r m of 

the first Pres ident . 

f rtic1e 9 $ : During the f irst l egislative t e rm, tho Presi d~nt of the 

Re public mt y d e c ree a t empora r y sus pe n s ion of t ho ri ghts o~ froedo~ of 

ci rculation and r e sidence , of s p ee ch a nd t he pre ss , of a s sembly a nd 

ass oci2,tion , a nd o f forma t i on of l a bor unions and s trike s , to mee t the 

l 0:itima t e deQan ds · of public s e cu rity and orde r and of na tipna l de f e nse . 
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Article 94: The Constitution shall be promulgated on October twenty-

six, nineteen hundred and fifty six.

Article 95: The National Assembly elected on March 4, 1956, shall

be the first Legislative Assembly according to the Constitution of the

Republic of Viet Nam.

The term of office of the Legislative Assembly shall begin as of

the promulgation of the Constitution and shall end on the 30th of Sep-

tember 1959.

Article 96: The present President of the Republic, who was charged,

by the people in the referendum of October 23, 1955, with creating the

foundation of democracy, shall be the first President of the Republic

according to the Constitution of the Republic of Viet Nam.

The President's term of office shall begin as of the date of pro-

mulgation of the Constitution and shall end on April 30, 1961.

Article 97: During the first session of the first Legislative Assem-

bly, the present President of the Republic shall designate the first Vice

President of the Republic. This designation shall be final if it is

approved by the Assembly.

If the necessity of replacement arises, the designation of the new

Vice President shall follow the same procedure throughout the term of

the first President.

Article 98: During the first legislative term, the President of the

Republic may decree a temporary suspension of the rights of freedom of

circulation and residence, of speech and the press, of assembly and

association, and of formation of labor unions and strikes, to meet the

legitimate demands of public security and order and of national defense.
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