The Vietnam Center

F &8 b 7

4 a

g e fiu edu -~ vietnam

8 8 8 »

Yy OLUDUME

8 |1 5 S UE

VIETNAM SYMPOSIUM (15-17 APRIL 1999)

DEADLINES PAPER PROPOSALS: 15 MARCH * HoOTEL RESERVATIONS: 24 MARCH

W 0 the assistance of farmer South
Vienamese Ambassador Bul Diem, tha
Viatnam Center has lzmched an inftiative 1o
preserve  documents  relating o the
Repunlic of Vietnam

Dur goal with this prosect, quite simply,
B 0 preserve for future penerations as
much 85 possible of the mcord aof e
Republic of Vietmam, Future generations of
aversaas Vietrameso, it spemg certain, will
seak anawers o many questions about thalr
ancestors, e role they played in the
Fepublio of Vietnam, and why, ultimatay

dmibassador Bui Diem and Texas Tech
University President Donald B Hemigan

PRESERVING THE RECORD OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIEITNAM

(DETAILS INSIDE)

thay came to be Vel kieu [overseas
Viatmamesa]

It any of that record is 1o be prasarved,
we must do it now, and not wait another
bwenty vears, While the Viatnam Center is
preparad 1o allocate some of its resources
to this effort, ultimately, the task must be
accomplished by the older genaration of
Vietnamesa, wiho lived theaugh the traumat-
ic events which shaped, and ultimately
endad, the Republic of ¥ietnam

In this edfort, we appeal to the sense of
history af the Vienamesa paople. Wa must
work 1o preserve tha history of Souh
Vietnam or subsegueni pgenerations of
Vistnamasa who left Vietnam folowing the
wiar will be condemned to a fufure without a
pasl For & people with such a rich sensa
of their héstory, that would be most unfortu-
nate

Individuals Interested i donating
materiais relating to the Republic of
Vielnam are encouraged to contact the
Vistnam Archive or the Viatnam Center. Tha
Centers Yietnamesa language spscialist
Mr. Ehanh Le, can be contacted by tele-
phone at {H06) 742-3742.,

VIETNAM HELICOPTER
P1Lots ASSOCIATION

inca our @st newslatier, we ars
very pleasad 1o anngunce that the national
watarship of the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots
Association has voted to make Texas Tech's
Vietmam Archive the mepository for thelr
recards.  The first three bosas of thess
matenals wera dalivared by Bill Hizgerald of
the YHPA, who also has joined the Vietnam
Cemer Advisory Board. We look forwand 1o
a loryg and frutiul essociation with the VHPSA,
and are grateful for the opportundy o pre-
sarve thelr records

“Uhatnaem Images” by Richard Aerac




PIECE OF ‘HaNOI HIrTON' FINDS HOME IN TECH’S VIETNAM CENTER

by Kara Altenbaumer, Zubbock Avalanche-Journal, November 13, 1998

ﬁexas Tech's Vietnam Center acquired a
piece of American history Thursday complete with
dust, mortar and paint.

A brick from the front wall of the Hanoi Hitton

prison was presented to the center by Gary .

Hanagan, deputy commander of the government's
efforts to find American soldiers stil missing in
Vistnam and Laos.

The Hanoi Hilton, as it was called by American
soldiers, held American prisoners of war captured in
North Vietnam,

“This brick is a symbol of American courage,”
Flanagan said. "And the fact that [the Hanoi Hiton]
I8 being destroyed by a capitalist venture repressnts
the emerging relationship between countries.”

A large portion of the prison was torn down in
1995 to make way for an office park and apartment
building, Flanagan said. Construction is now under
way to tum the remainder into a tourist site and
hotel.

As a Vietnam veteran, center director James
Reckner said the Hanoi Hiton memento has partic-

ular significance for him.

“ know a number of the men who spent
years in this prison,” he said. “It is a stunning
memory of what those men went through.”

Average stay in the prison, whose
Vietamese name meant “Fire Oven,” was six to
seven years, Reckner said. The first American
prisaner was held for nine years.

Duwring a lecture Thursday evening,
Hanagan detailed his work in Southeast Asia,
including more than 2,000 investigations, 200
oral history interviews and 100 excavations.
Since he and his team began work in 1987, the
number of unaccounted-for American soldiers
has dropped from 2,583 to 2,078,

“That's 20 percent,” Flanagan said. “In
1987, we thought if we could do 10 percent we
wolld be successful.”

Hanagan’s work is impartant, Reckner said,
because it brings closure for many Americans with
connections to the Vietnam War,

“It's extremely important to be able to say to

ents brick from Hanei Hilton.

the children, "We've found your father” he said.

“Sixty-five percent of people alive in Vietnam
today were bom after the war. We can't fransfer the
hostility of my generation onto them. They had noth-
ing to do with it."

VISITORS FROM VIETNAM NATIONAL UNIVERSITY, HANOI

n 15 - 17 November 1998, The
Vietnam Center hosted a visit from Dr. Pham
Quang Long, Vice-Rector of Vietnam
National University (VNU) Hanoi and Pham
Quang Minh, VNU's directar of international
relations.

During the two day visit, the Vietnamese
guests met Texas Tech University Chancellor

John T. Montford, who presented Dr. Long

Texas Tech University Chancellor John T. Montford
presents fexas Tech Spurs to Dr. Pham Quang Long

with a set of Texas Tech "spurs.” The gift
presentation was followed by some discus-
sion of the function of spurs, after which it
was decided they would be mounted in a
display case in Hanoi.

The Vietnamese guests met with the
Dean of Libraries, Dean of the College of
Arts & Sciences and the Chairman of the
History Department, during which visits they

discussed future cooperation in these fields
between Texas Tech and VNU Hanoi.

Among the goals of the desired cooper-
ation are the establishment of ."American
studies” programs in Vietnam, and various
projects for the improvement of Vietnamese
academic library systems.

Dr. Pham Quang Long, Mr. Khanh Le and Mr. Phan Quang Minh
examine a captured Viet Cong document at the Vietnam Archive.



e are now completing planning for
our 3rd Triennial Vietnam Symposium, sched-
uled to be held 15-17 April 1999 at the
Holiday Inn Lubbock Plaza [the same venue as
our 1993 and 1996 symposia). At the time of
writing this newsletter, there are more than
sixty papers proposed for presentation during
the three day symposium. A list of proposed
papers appears eisewhere in this newsletter,

For those interested in participating, we urge
early fegistration at the symposium hotel. We
- have reserved a block of 150 rooms at the hotel,
but reservations must be made by March 24,

uring the month of April, the Vietnam

Center will host twa art exhibitions. One, "The
Other Side of the River,” is the collection of 25
works of combat art by three North Vietnamese
artists mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter.
It wili be on display at the International Cultural

 Center throughout the month of April

The second exhibition represents a wed—

VIEINAM SYMPOSIUM NEARS

VIETNAM ART EXHIBITIONS

1999, Individuals registering after March 24th
may experience difficulty getting a room. To make
reservations, cail the Holiday Inn Lubbock Plaza at
(806) 797-3241, fax: (806) 793-1203.
Symposium participants amiving by air
are encouraged to provide the Vietnam Center
their arrival flight number and time of arrival,

 Vietnam Center staff will meet you at the air-

port and provide transportation to the sympo-
sium hotel.  Alf subsequent transportation
needs will be met by the Vietnam Center,

ding of new technology with the artistic
process. Using high-end computer systems,
Richard Rezac has employe_d digital painting to
intensify the emotional impact of a series of
Vietnam War images by Kallan photojournalist
Gianfranco Moroldo. Samples of this exhibition,
“Images of Vietnam," appear on the back of this
newsletier.

Mmm.\u TNAM WALL mwxn TEXAS TrCH CAMPUS

~ “The Wall that Heals,” the replica
- Vietnam Memoriai, will visit Texas Tech
- University campus, 14 - 18 April 1999, in
- conjunction with The Vietnam Center’s 3rd
Triennial Vietnam Symposium. A program of
events at the Wall has been integrated into
the symposium agenda.
Symposium participants and the gener-
* -al public are invited to pamcupate in all Wall
- gvents.

Principal Symposium/Wall Visit Events -

Wednesday, April 14, 1999

5:00 p.m. Opening ceremony at Wall

6:00 p.m. Public reception at University Center

7:00 p.m. Reception at Intemational Cuitural
Center (for fund-raising dinner)

8:00 p.m. Fund-raising dinner at ICC

Thursday, April 15, 1999
9:00 a.m. Opening ceremony of symposium
9:30 a.m. Panel 1: Differing Perceptions of the War
11:15 a.m. Panel 2: We Also Served
Noon Lunch,
Speaker: Cambodian Ambassador to US
1:30 p.m. Panels 3a, 3b, 3¢, etc.
3:15 p.m. Panels 4a, 4b, 4¢, stc.

© 8:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m. Civic Reception at Amerrca_n State Bank
8:00 p.m. -Candielight ceremony at Wail

Friday, April 16, 1999 _
8:45 a.m, Panels 5a, 5b, 5¢c, efe.. -

10:30 am. Panels Ba, 6b, 6, atc.

Noon Lunch, Speaker TBA
Panels 7g, 7b, 7c, etc.
"Panels 8a, 8b, 8¢, ete.

Ceremony at Wall. Speaker TBA
Reception at ICC

Conference Banquet. Speaker TBA

Saturday, 17 April 1999 _

8:45 a.m. Panels 9a, 9b, 9c, etc.

10:30 a.m. Panels 10a, 10b, 10¢, etc.

Noon Lunch, Speaker TBA

1:30 p.m. Panels 11a, 11b, 11¢; ete.

3:00 p.m. Plenary Session: Final summing up and
Recommendations for the future

5:00p.m. Evening at V-8 Ranch

8:00 p.m. Fellowship at Holiday Inn

Sunday, 18 April 1999

8:00 a.m, Nondenominational Memorial
service at Wall

5:00 p.m. Closing ceremonies for Wall visit

1:30 p.m.
315 pm,
5:00 p.m,
7:00 p.m.

Panel Assignmenis for Panels 3 through 11
will be made shortly after the March 15 paper
proposal deadline.

VHPA Donates RECORDS
Vietnam Center Director

Jim Reckner {left) receives VHPA records
from Bill Fitzgerald {right}

2000 CONFERENCL:
Virr Kigt: EXPERIENCE

APRIL

1§ Bighiighting the Center’s initiative to
preserve the record of the Republic of Vietnam,
we are pleased to announce that the Center's
conference for April 2000 will focus on the Viet
kisu experience.

- We hope to use this meeting asd vehlcle to
network with overseas Vietnamese from around
the world fo chart a course for our project to pre-
serve the record of the Republic of Vietnam.
Texas Tech University has undertaken a longer-
than-lifetime commitment to preserve any docu-
ments and artifacts we obtain.

It is time that we, together, Vietnamese and
friends of Vietnamese alike, werk to establish a
first-rate research resource documenting the
efforts of the South Vietnamese people and the
axpenences of the overseas Vietnamese

A Not

s we begin our sixth year of publi-
cation of this newsletter, | would like to thank
Phil Price for the continuing, generous sup-
port of The Price Communications Group,
Inc. (TPCGI), in providing all artwork and lay-
outs gratis. Many thanks, too, to Scoft
Comelius of TPCGI for his professional input
which contributes so much to our finished
product,
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65% of Vietnam's population has bean bern since the war ;
Vietnames children, Hanci, July 1998, o Coniral Mariket,.duly 1988

REGISTER Now FOR 1999 VIETNAM SYMPOSIUM

Symposium Schedule: A detailed agenda for the symposium will be maied 1 each registerad participant atter March 15. In the maan
tima, for plarming purpeses, acthities wil bagin at 5:00 pm on Wednesday, April 14, with the opening of & visit by the Moving Vietnam Wl
fodowveed [y @ recephion at the Vietnam Archive and then a fund-raising dinner at which the plans for our new Vietnam Center bulkding will be
Limyetled

Symposium Venue: Holiday Inn Lubbock Plaza, 3201 Soush Loop 289, Lubbock. This is the same hotel used for the 1996 symposium
Phone: (BOEB) 797-3241. The Vietram Center has reserved 150 rooms; howsver, we urge you to contact the hatel and make your personal
resenalions &5 aarly 85 possibile; our block resanvation lests only unil March 24, 19949

PLEASE MAKE HOTEL RESERVYATIONS BEFORE 24 MARCH 19909

1894 Vietnam Symposium

Wame

Addrass

City Hiats ZIP
Phone{s): Home (¥fice __

(Irciudes 3 [uncheons, receptions) $75.00 Amount: §
Fund-raising dinner, 14 Apell 1993 $100/plate  Amount: §
Symposium banguet. 16 April 1994 $30.00 Amount: §
Evening at V-8 Ranch, 17 April 1999 $25.00 dmount: §

Total Amount: 5

Mlaee cfech puyablis to Towas Tech Foundafion, Ing,, Attec Vietnam Conber = Mail to; Viefnam Canier, Tees Toch Liniversity Lubbock, Texss To409-1045

i
I
|
|
I
i
|
SYMpAsium regestration :
I
|
I
i
I
|
|
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NEWS FROM THE VIETNAM ARCHIVE

Advisors’ Archive Project. The Vietnam Archive has begun
working with the organization of Vietnam advisors, "Counterparts;” to
establish a central archival collection at Texas Tech relating to the
advisory experience in Vietnam. We welcome this opportunity to
cooperate with this important group, and the opportunity to preserve
the record of their efforts.

Ranch Hand Vietnam Association. In a similar vein, The
Ranch Hand Vietnam Assoclation alse has decided to make Texas
Tech the repository of its records. We encourage inquiries from all
Vietnam-related organizations. Vietnam Archive (806) 742-9010.

Vietnamese Combat Art. Texas Tech also is the grateful recip-
ient of twenty-five works of combat art produced by three North
Vietnamese artists during the mid-1960s: Do Manh Cuong, Nguyen
Thu, and Colonel Quang Tho. They are the gracious gift of the widow
of Mr. Sam Cummings, the founder of InterArms. These works. will
be on exhibition in the Internatlonal Cultural Center at Texas Tech
1 during the month of April, and then

~ wilt be on permanent display in the
new Vietnam Center building when
it is completed.

.. Other Collections. Other
materials donated to the Archive include personal papers of Colonel
Ed Metzner, USA (Ret); a CD-ROM of photographs depicting the

wartime experiences of Mr, J.R. Foster; a complete run (84 issues) .

of a comic book entitied, The ‘Nam, and 11 more boxes of the
records of the National Vietnam Veterans Coalition.

Microfilm Collections. The microfilm collections of under-
ground newspapers and POW-MIA materials, which represent an
expenditure of $60,000, have now been received at Texas Tech and
are avallable to researchers.

Agent Orange Finding Guide. The Archive staff continues |

- work on developing finding guides to assist researchers. The latest

such product is a guide to Agent Orange materials. Interested
researchers may request copies from the Vietnam Archive.

Cooperation with Vietnamese institutions. As part of Texas
Tech’s efforts to establish working relationships with Vietnamese
universities, Dr. Ron Frankum will be offering an Archival
Management course in Hanoi, probably in July. Additionally, in con-
junction with Texas Tech Libraries, the Vietnam Center/Archive is
hosting a visit by the senior fibrarian of Can Tho University, Ms. Diep
Kim Chi. She will be in Lubbock at the time of the symposium, to.
discuss areas of possible cooperation between Texas Tech and Can
Tho University,

Donors: Those interested in donating individual collections, or - |
discussing housing organizationai records, should contact The
Vietnam Archive at (806) 742-9010. '

A NOTE FROM

THE DIRECTOR

n recent months | have been involved on the Board of
Directors of a foundation seeking to establish an in perpetuity
arrangement for a museum preserving the artifacts and records of
the World War |l glider pilots, the great majority of whom learned to
fly at Lubbock.

~ These men were real heroes, who accepted the chatlenge of fly-
ing into battle on “Silent Wings.” Over the years they carefully pre-
served thelr records and artifacts. But they were unable to establish
a mechanism to hand these materials over to the care of a future
generation.

The experience of working with this great group has brought
home ta me the importance of The Vietnam Archive at Texas Tech,
and | want to share that with all Vietnam veterans’ organizations. We
have to recognize that we are no longer the youngsters we were
when we served in Vietnam. In the quarter-century since the war,
many organizations have accumulated significant collections of
papers relating to their units and experiences.

What will become of all of these records in twenty or thirty

years’ time? Will grandchildren cleaning out a deceased veteran’s
attic simply throw them all away? How much will thus be lost to-
future researchers? | hope each organization will consider this issue. -
~ The Vietnam Archive at Texas Tech offers veterans’ organiza-
tions a permanent home for their records. Upon receipt, our profes-
sional archivists will carefully catalogue and preserve your materials,
and Texas Tech will ensure they are available for future generations.

For organizations with such concerns, we can enter into agree-
hents to provide copies of files, upon demand, within a few working
days.

Help us preserve the |mportant records for future generations.
Ensure the records of your organization will survive even after all of
us have passed from the scene. Contact the Vietam Archive at
Texas Tech {806) 742-9010, or me personally at (806) 742-3742, to
discuss this important issue.

— Jim Reckner, Director




VIETNAM CENTER PR

OJECTS

The Vietnam Center and Vietnam Archive at lexas Tech are engaged in 4 number of important projects/initiatives

Preserving the Record of the American Vietnam Experience.
This is the principal mission of the Vietham Archive.
Related Activities:
Outreach to Veterans’ Groups to locate and preserve records
Effort to preserve the story of the anti-war movement
Oral History Project to preserve unwritten histories
Coffection of Ephemera to preserve informal publications from
the war and from postwar veterans’ efforts

Preserving the Record of the Republic of Vietnam.
This is the mission of a new, high-level committee of prominent
Vigtnamese-Americans, headed by former Ambassador Bui Diem.
Related Activities:
Outreach to Viet kieu (Overseas Vietnamese} world-wide
Collection of Oral Histories
Teaching Vietnamese Language
Conference on the Viet kieu Experience scheduled for 2000.
This event will provide a vehicle for mobilizing Vietnamese-
American support for the project.

Encouraging Continuing Study of the American Vietnam Experience.
This Is the principal function of the Vietnam Center's confer-
ence/symposium series. We conducted three conferences in
1997/98, and currently are planning our 3rd triennial Vietnam
symposium, to be held 15-17 April 1999. These meetings, by
providing a venue for researchers to present their work, encour-
age continuing study of all aspects of the Vietnam war.

Outreach to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

Through a serigs of programs and exchanges we are seeking to
establish working relationships with Vietnamese universities, with a
view toward improving the educational experiences of Vietnamese
students and American students interested in Vietnam.

Vietnam Center Building.

Central to afl of these efforts is the establishment of an adequate
facility to house the collected materials, and to function as a central
point for all future efforts to preserve the record of the American
Vietnam experience. Strategically located on the Texas Tech cam-
pus, the proposed location of the new building offers a commanding
position for academic endeavor which also enjoys easy access from
off-campus. The Condray Design Group of Lubbock, Texas, has
developed an exciting, innovative design for this new fagility, which
will be unveiled on April 14, 1999.

Observing, Analyzing and Reporting on Current Events in
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos.

This function is carried out by Professor Douglas Pike, through his
quarterly journal, Indochina Chronology.  Individuals wishing to
receive this journal should contact The Vietnam Center.

Undergraduate and Graduate Courses on Vietnam and the Vietham War:
These courses, offered by History Department faculty and Vietnam
Center staff, meet a continuing, strong desire on the part of students
to understand the Vietnam War. Additionally, Vietnam Center staff
teach Vietnamese language courses to assist researchers wishing fo
use Vietnamese language documents.

The Virtual Vietnam Archive Project.

In ordler to provide better access to our archive, Texas Tech has request-
ed federal funding to put all of our uncopyrighted materials on-line. The
Virtual Vietnam Archive, if funded, will provide Vietnam veterans and
scholars from around the world direct access to the record of the Vietnam
War and the American Vietnam experience without the expense of trav-
gling to the US National Archives or to Texas Tech.
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FRIENDS OF THE VIETNAM CENTER MEMBERSHIP

I enclose my check for $ for an annual membership.
Categories of Memberships
Name Date Please check appropriate box,
Address Individual
. 0 individual $25
City State ar _ O Patron $100
) , (2 Benefactor $500

Phone(s): Home Office Q Sustaining Life
Please make check payable to the Texas Tech Foundation, Inc., Attn: Vietnam Center. Mea?)g” ef%‘;‘:gs)
Contributions to the Vietnam Center are tax deductible as allowed by law. For additional o pery _
information regarding membership or to donate materials to the Vienam Archive, please call Corporate
the Vietnam Center, Texas Tech University, (806) 742-3742 or 742-3744. Mail this form with 0 Corporate $100
your check to: i Corporate Benefactor

The Vietnam Center as P ing Corporat

Texas Tech University Sponsor 85,000 ¢

Box 41013

{1,000 per year x5)
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Lubbock, Texas FS408-1045

“IMAGES OF VIETNAM”

Richard Rerac/Gianfranco Moroldo on Exhibition at Texas Tech 14-18 April 1999




