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THIRD TRIENNIAL VIETNAM SYMPOSIUM

b Vigtnam Center hosted its 3rd
Triennial Vietnam Symposiem, 15-17 April
with a concurrent wisil of the MONInGg
Vietmam Wall, "The Wall That Heals.” to the
lexas lech campus, 14-18 April 1999, In
conunchion with these events, The Vietnam
Center mounted twa an exhiliitions at Texas
Tech University's Inernational Cubural
Center, and  Texas Tech Universily
Lhancellor John 1. Monmtford uméesled plans
for & new, $20 million Vietnam Caenter build-
ing to be built on the Texas Tech campus
near the university library, Recognizing the
significance of these events, Lubbock
My Winoy Sitton proclaimed the week of
12 April “Study Vietnam Week™ in Lubbock
lexas
[he Vietnam symposium was attended
by & remarkable range of US and
Vietnamese officlals, Yietnam veterans, and
JCACRMmICS Principal amongst  the

AMENCAN military particigants were General
Willizm B. Rosson, UsA (Ret} and Admeral
Elmo R Zummwalt, Jr., USN [Ret).
Representing the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam were Liewtenant General Nouyen
Dinh Ugc, the Direcior of Hanoi's Miltary
Histary Institute and Senior Colonel Vo Dinh
(uang. the mitary altaché of the SRY
Embassy in Washington. The farmer
Republic of Vietnam [Souih Vietnam] was
represanted by former South Vietnamess
Prime Minister Ganeral Nguyen Khanh, lor-
mer Ambassador Bul Diem, ARVN Brigadier
General Tran Van Nhut and others.
Academics representing all pofitical poings
of view also particgpated

Some Seventy PEpers wera presented
over the three day peficd of the symposium,
wihich chosed on Saturday night, Aprl 17,
wilh an evening of West Texas enterain-
ment.

PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM PARTICIPATION

or several years, The Vielnam
Comer has imited officials of the People's
Ay of Vietnam W participate noour mest
5. Thes year we were pleased 10 have the
parbopation of LL Gen. Nguyen Dinh Uoc, &n
officer with more than fifty years' active duty.

Leneral UoC was accompanied by Senior
Coionel Yo Dmoh Cuang the Vienamese
defense a&ttaché in ‘Washingion, and
Liotnenant Coloned Nouyen Hong Cuan, from
the Office of Exemal Affairs of the Vistnamese
Mnistry of Defense,

DirreERING PERCEPTIONS OF THE WAR
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VIETNAM SYMPOS

UM, MEMORIAL STIRS CONTRASTING REACTIONS

Kamy Arrnsmsimer, Limpocg Asianein orgsa

@n one side of Lubbock on Thursday
[April § 5], emotions were hald in check as a
Visinamesa genaral criticized the actions of
thie Lt Staes in the Vietnam War rales-
ring 10 “American aggressors.”

Across town at Texas Tech, emotons
fiowed freely as Iocal residents gathered at
the traveling replica of e Vietnam
Memarial, some looking for the nameas of
frends and family. others reflecting on the
56,000 [58,000] names etched into "The
Wall that Heals"

During the opening pans discussion at
fechs third trienrdal Viemam symposium at
the Holiday Inn - ubbock Plaza, three top
miltary officers —two of whom fought
pganat each other in the same ballle
compared their perspectives of the war,

A L1 Gen. Nguyen Dinh Unec, an active-
duty North Vietnamese officar since tha early
1960s, delivered a paper on the history of
the: Vietnam Wi, retined LS, Gen, William B.
Rosson scribbéed noles, s face showing
hes distaste for whal he was hearmg.
Retired U5, Admiral Eimo R Zumwalt sat
back listening, his face showing no reaction
1o Loc's statements

loc commented on the significance of
sifting next 0 Rosson, a battiefield loe,
“Ihal means the workd has changed,” he
Soad.

“Time is passing,” Woc sexd, “and o
offers an opportunity o kok at [the Vietnam
War) much more objectively. tuthfusty and
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Latre b rgrtal: MAsod Goneral MR Adams
USAE [Ret); Leidoman Gonerdl Nguen D
Lipz, PAUM, Geaneeral Willlaem B, Rao
Rat); Veoe Admeral Erenatt H Tidd, LSS (Rt

w1, LISA

depply. The most important thing | think is
to focus on the goals of [the] war on bath
sidas "

HI5 1alk wenil on b crdicee U5, stppart
‘ol & rotten (South Vietmamese} administra
tion.”

"Was it st wrong Uned States poli-
cy?" he asked

Aldence memders, many o whm
wiere Yietnam War veterans from the United
States and South Vietnam, were canspicu
ously quiet, heeding the warnings by
Vietnam Center director James Reckner that
this week’s symposium was 1o include ng
demonstrations,  Inforrmation wauld flow
ireetly and easily, he admormshed

Uoc’s half-howr presentation ‘went on o
list what he said was the only comect
Amarican decision:  President Lyndon
lohnson's decision not to commit additianal
[riaps in THEE,

Uaoc sasd L5, war objectves wene
unclear and that “if the United States truky
believad in the ideoiogy of democracy” it
would have accepted @ 1956 election in
which Vieinamese peopks warg 0 volp
whether they wanted & unified communist
Counkry.

Wietnam truly desired psace,” he said
‘The United States truty enforced war,”

Afier Uoc's presentation, Jurmivalt said,
“What history has to begin to understand is
that owr concept (of the war) and that of the
Morth Vietnamese were like two lectonic
plates that colded.”

Uoc poimed out the atiiity of a small
country ke Morth Vietnam to defeat a
superpower such as the Unied States.
Zumwalt said that although the United
States may have failed in Vietnam, its anti-
Lammunist strateqy worked

“Our overall grand strateqy has been
successiul,” Zumwalt said.  “Eastern
Ewrope s free.  The Soviet Union is no
mare.”

Rosson said, "Our goal was an inde-
pendent. nan-communist South Vietnam,
| think we have 1o concede they (the com-
munist Vietnamese) pursued (ther) goal

fully and successhuly.
ACToss town at the traveling wall,

Pete Chavez Jr, said he didn't ming Uog's
presance in Lubbock,

“You can't bhame [Lhe Vetnamese) peo-
pie. They had & job to do pust ke those peo
ple,” he s@d, pointing to the names an the
wall, one of which was his cousin’s,

Chavez acknowledged thal he didn't
sUppon America’s war position more than
o decades ag0, "bul o, You kok at all
thase names,” he sald, wipmg & tear from
his eye.

“You thnk we were wrong by bedng
there, but these quys couldn't protest,” he
said. “We could. You have 1o give them trib-
ute, When Uncle Sam called, these quys
answered,”

James Barmer, an Air Force veteran of
the Vietnam War who is now 8 comections
aofficer, lsmented whal he called "a wasle”,

56,000 people died, and we didn
prove anything, 'We came home lnsefs,” he
said. “We went there lor a good cause and
forgot whal that causa was.”

Harold Broadstrept, a reteed carces
Marineg, came to reminisce sbout fnends
whise names are on the wall. He was sta-
tioned in Okinawa, Japan, during the war
because a miltary family provision prevent-
edd hirm and his brother from bath sesving in
Vietnam

"I's emational because wou remember
these ndividuals and their families,” he said.
"Thits wall s imgressive,”

Brigadier General Ted Matixs n iran of
Texns Toch's fidermatanal Cuitumd Cenlo
v e L




ARcHIVE Recevies Major Coriection oF RVYN RecorDs

nks 10 the efforts of former
Amibassador Bui Diem, The Viemam Archive
at Texas Tech Unwversity has recemed a
major collection of materials related to the
Republic of Vietnam
Thie riateriads, the gift of Mr Mai Trung
Mgoc of Paris. arrived in 98 bowes, and
mciude @ near complete set of Cong Bao
Vier Nam Cong Hoa |Official Records of the
Repubfic of Vietnam]. The materials
received run from 1948, while Vietnam was

still under the French, up fo just a few
weeks before the fall of Saigon, and include
approximately 1800 issues, Ower the sum-
mef the archive staff will process and pre
serve this invaluable record of the Republic
of Vietnam

Also incleded in the collection is an
exdensive nn (59 linear feet) of the RS
official press releases, Viefnam Fresse, in
French, and some smaller haldings

PreserviNG THE RVN RECORD

?m armrval of this important collection
again highlights tha nead for an ongoeng effer

to presarve whatever has sunived of the
record of the Republc of Vienam, The day
most certainly will coeme when the descen-
dams of those who fied Vietnam after the war
will seek to understand the actions of their
parents and grandparents.

We of the "Vietnam generaton”,
Vietramese and Inends of Vietnamese alie

WEB DESIGN

he Viomam Archive will begin &
summier updata of its website 10 reflect a
numiber of changes to its collecton and its
archwal stafl. We encourage readers to visi
the site and lesm more about the archive
and also fo comment on the appearance
and quality of infarmation provided
The Archive website address is:
metpc/ e lib ueetnam. It also can be
accessed through The Vietnam Center's
Wedsie: hitp: e iU ede - vietnam.

1]

Texas Tech President Donald Haragan
greels Admiral J. Paul Reason, USH, and
Mrs. Resrson during their visit 1o the
Vietnam Archive, 17 May 1998,

miust wark together 10 ensure that a aspects
of this record afe professorally presenved. If
we do nal do this we will leave future genera-
bons of Vielnamese-Amencans without keys
to understanding their past. For a people with
such & proud and rich history, that would be
most unfgiunate, In such 3 case, | suspect
those fulure Vielnamesa-Amencans would
condemn us lor aur failune.

Neavor ViEr NEWSPAPER
COMMENTS ON
RVN Recorps Project

N its 20 April edition, Mg Vier
highlighted the significance of the RN
records project:

“1he collections in the archive of tha
Vietnam Center will becomne the most
mportant memary af the Vietnamese com-
munity, especially the refugees. Filty years
from now, many Vietramese Americans will
come 1o Lubbock 1o research their arigins
Marmy Viethamese from Vietnam will fly to
Lubbock to find the letters of their parents,
irandparents, [letters aj North Vietnamese
sokdser wrode while passing the Truong Son
Mountain Range fthe Ho Chi Mnh Trad]
[hess letlers which never armved to their
wives, parents, and children, are being pre-
served in the bomes of the Yietnam Archive,
the Vietnam Center.”

VieTnam HELICOPTER
PrLoTs ASSOCIATION

he first VHPA collections have now
arived and hawe been processed. We ane
pirased 10 repart that The Vietnam Archive wil
serve as he main repository for this organiza
bom, Vietram Cestter Director him Reckner is
siated to address the YHPA doring &5 annual
reuinion at Nashvile on 4 July 1959,

Former Vietnam helicopter piols who
have not been in contact with \HPA and wish
0 oo s0 @ encowraged 1o contact The
Wiztnam Cemer to get further informiation

A portion of the Cong Bao Vet Mamn
Cong Hoa collaction - afficial RVN records

ARCHIVE GUIDE

?m Vietnam Archive published its
secofd anm@l guide 10 s holdings at the
beginning of April. The guide, which now
comgnises 76 pages, reflects the cantinuing
growth of the reseanch collections and also
the Extent of the processing wark undemzak-
en by the archive staff,

Inddtesciuials desring & copy of the guide
shoukd contact The Vietnam Cente,
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VIETNAM CENTER BUILDING AT TexAs TecH UNIVERSITY

? iciured abowe
15 Ine archtect's ren-

dition of tha $20 mi-
lion  building the
plans of which Texas
Tech  University
Chancellor John T.
Martford urveiled on
Al 14, 1999
Appropriately,  the
plans were unveded
al & dinner attiended by Noh and South
Vietnamese officials. US miltary officers, and
academics represanting vitually every paint of
wiew, in the course of which Chancelior
Mantford presented Texas Tech siker spurs o
former South Vietnamese Prime Mansie
General Nguyen Khanh and People’s Ammy of
Vistnam Lieutenant Genesal Nguyen Dinh Loc

When thiss bukling, for which funds have yet
0 be rased, 15 compieted, & will ba homa o what
we beliove will become the langest resaarch cen-
er on the Vistnam War anywhee in the world
When complated & will bing ingether under ane

roof archival anifactual, research and education-
al Tunctions Felating 1o the Vietnam War and
Vietnarresse history and cufturs

The West Wing of the buildng wil be a magr
state-of-the-ar miuseum embracing Vienamese
history and cubure, the Franch Wer in Vietnam,
and desaied reatment of the Amenican Vietnam
aperence. In fts besament waintend a ful-scale
mock-up of some of the Cu Chi tunnaks, and also
an actual mver patrol boat (PR on permenent
patrod in 3 ful-scale diorama, We hope 1o gain
suppart from the Socialist Republic of Vietnam for
requiar exhibitiorss of impartant Vietnamese cul-
hural anifacts, & wel & materas relating o their
infespedaton of the war. The bulk of the dsplays
will provide interpretations of 1he American
Vigtnam experianca following & generaly middie-
ofthe-rgad interpretation.  Installed technology
wil permit presseniztion of atemate vieapoints.

The Ezst Wing wil be devaled i archiva
actvibes, admnstrage offices and class roms.
Cine finar wil ba ghven over o Facilibes 1o Accom-
miodate the Vietnam Cenler's reguiarly scheduled
conferance/symposium series. These spaces wil

be avalable 10 Viemam veleran groups for
revinites, during which the Vietnam Center siaff
will provide specialized prasentations on the war,
assst vetarans 1o research speciic questions in
our archial hoidings, and enable them o enjoy
—ard cormment critically upon— the exhibitions
i 1he: mSeam wing.

fhe Viemam Conter buiidng wil Suppor
important academic research and teaching, I
@50 wil rerman firmly focused on supparting the
reads of American Vietnam veterans, regional pr-
mary and high schooks” educational needs, and
the desire of the general public 1o me-eaming and
understand more desply the Amesican Vietnam
expenence. And it wall function as
i central port for groveng imerachions beaween
Tews Tech Lniversity and the people of Vietnam
and their institutions of higher ieaming

Cur long-tam geal & o establish within this
buikling an interdiscipiinary Schoal of Indochina
Sluces, with facuky members across many dis-
cipiines.  history, political science, economics,
amthropology. languace, elc., specializing in this
ares. W bebeve this interdisdpiinary approach
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wih resul in mui-faceted graduste research of a
e gencraly Amited by 8 single discipline
iI|HZ-I-:,'.iJ.-|'_|I

Numirs naming apponunkies. induding 3
"Hall of Heroes™ meeting faciity, exist for potential

Thae Syrngorsan fnotured o paned onwies egae:
evicirs. e Falion, President of Mabnal Lesoue of
Farmilies; of POWWEA, foregroum. Backiymord
et g Ticke (it ] P o Dl

Al Vislnam Sympasiom
D i N [Nk

donors 1o thes bading. Addmtionally, & pmmation-
# bmchure which providas degaiis of the biakding
plans 15 ovallabke upon request  Comtact The
Vietnam Cermer for further detaits

Vier Kiev Stony

?rﬂfﬁ':-‘:-ﬂ' Douglas Pike has com-
pleted a revised edition of his study of the
Vel keu in America, Copées are sdlable,
gratis, upon application to The Vietnam
Center

Gioat opporuny for Graduste students
ot 1hat historc aticpants. Here Texes Tech
tecinng ciwidadate Richard Vemone meels

Cowsy 1996 KeyNOTE SPEECH

transcript of Ambassador William F
Colby's keynote speech from the 2nd Triennial
Vietnam Symposivem, Apel 1996, in which he
enumerated what he thought were the urming
points in the war, is now posted 10 the Vietnam
Centes's wed site under “Conferences and
Symposia”. For those wishing & hard copy o
lacking access to the Inermet, a copy may be
obtained by contacting the Vietnam Center.
The Vietram Center extends its thanks to Mr
Stewe Sherman for producing the transcripl




Viersam CoNrerence 2000):
1 “THE OVERSEAS .
VIETNAMESE EXPERIENCE

%its May meeting, the Vietnam
Contdf Advisory Board set the dates for the

2000 Vietnam conference: 31 March - 1
April. The theme for this conference will be,
“The Overseas Vietnamese Experience.”

We hope [0 have more details aboul our
plans for this impartant meeting for oor next
mewsiEter.  In the meantime, though, our
general Idea is that speakers &t this meeting
should focus not on refighting the war, but
rather on the challenges the Viatnamess
poople faced and overcame &s they adapied
1o the culiural and linguistic environmants af
their neswdy adoptive homes. In retraspect, I
Is @ record of greal difficultes and also
remarkable achievements. We look foreard
to lzaming mone from conference Speakers
and participants.

Amang ofer things. it 15 anticipated
that there wall be an exhibition, “Life in Litte
Sag0n,” 0 which Vielnamese-Amencan
students use photography 10 mterpred their
daily lives in “Littie Saigon,”

Texas TecH CHANCELLOR TO

VisiT VIETNAM

qcms Tech Unwersity Systam
Chancallor Jahn T, Montford will pay a visit

1o Vietmam, 249 Jul - 17 August, [T
Chancellor will be accompanied by Vietnam
center Director tames B Reckner and Mr.
Khani Le of The Vietnam Center, The g
will take the parly to Hanoi, where the
Chancellor will meat with L5, Ambassatdor
Pete Petarson, (he President of Vietnam
Nabonal Uneersity, Hano, and other aca-
demic officials. Subsequent stops wall being
the party to Hue, Ho Chi Minh City and Can
Tho, whare meetings and discussions will
bie held with acadermnic leaders. The goal of
the tmp 15 [0 strengthen connecions
between Texas [ech Unnersity and
Vietnamese unmersities, and (o dscuss
future cooperation between the insttutons

Texas TecH VIETNAM
ARCHIVIST TO OFFER
COURSE IN VIETNAM

T exas Tech Vietnam Archivist Dr.
fon Frankum will spend nearly a month in
Vietnam sludying the lbrary systems of
Vietnam's princigal universites. Toward the
end of his tour of the country, he will offer a
five day course on archival managemen! &
Vietnam National University, Hanoi. He will
be accompanied by Mr. Khanh Le of the
Vielnam Center and Mr, Curtis Peoples, a
Chancelior’s Fellow beginning graduate
study of Yietnam.
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Lalt- Codomel Roger H.C. Dailon, WS (Rl
and Wasrant Elicer Liswis Rocdd

?.

Thanks 1o o gresst-efiert by Mary Afn Harfison,
Syrpnsiuem rogestration werl wry smaithly

ProTtoGRAPH COLLECTION

r. James Kidd recently donated his
photograph  collection to The Vietnam
Archive, M. Kidd served as a Newy
Intelgence Officer in Vietnam, 1965-66.
The coection consists of over 17100 codor
and hlack-and-white photographs of unigue
quality. ‘We thank Mr. Kidd for his generos-
Iky

VIETNAMESE LIBRARIAN VISIT

on April. The Vietnam Center and
Fexas Tech Libranies co-hosted a two week
wisit 10 Texas Tech by Ms. Diep Kem Cha, the
director of libraries of Can Tho University
During her visit, Ms. Chi stodied Texas
Tech's Worary system, updated her knod-
pdoe on computer cataloguing systems.
and hiad the opportunity to attend a comen-
tion al ibrarians in Dallas, She returned 1o
Viemam shortly after the Yietnam sympo-
A, Promising 10 "creste a revslion” in
her library.

Co Van Project

?hn Co Van Project was designed to
whentdy, collect and presenve the record of
those who served in an adwisory role m
Vietnam, military and cevilian, during the
First and Second indoching Wars.

The Vietnam Center and Counterparts
organization recently sent &m open |BliEr @
all members of “Counterparts™ advising
them that the arganiration has desagnated
e Vietnam Archive ol Texas Tech as ther
“home of record.” Early returns from thes
letter have been very positree, Wwith 1en col
lnctions currently deposited at Texas Tech
and saveral more an (he way. We thank all
donars for thelr consideration in ensuring
their records will be preservisd

Former adwisors who have not yel
“connected” with Counterparts and wish fo
do 50 are encowraged 1o contact The
Vietnam Certer for further details.

I Wsetrssm Lermer's [hres o TS
L [kavid Shelly, Yice President
Jim Reckrer Darector: Phil Price, Presidem




— VIEWS FROM THE 3RD TRIENNIAL VIETNAM SYMPOSIUM ——

FRIENDS OF THE VIETNAM CENTER MEMBERSHIP

I enclose my check for § for an annual membership

Name

Address
City State IIp
Office

Flease make check payable to the Texas Tech Foundation, Inc., Atin: Vielnam Center
Contributions to the Vietnam Center are tax deductible as allowed by kaw. For additional
information regarding membership or to donate materials to the Vietnam Archive, please cal
the Vietnam Center, Texas Tech University, (B06) 742-3742 or 742-3744. Mail this form with
your check to;

Datp

Phoneds): Home

The Vietnam Center

Texas Tech University

Box 41013

Lubbock, Texas 78408-1013

— O e e e

Categories of Memberships

Pleasn check appmpriste Box

Individual
3 Indivakial $25
1 Fatron 3100
2 Bemefacior $5040
2 Sustaining e

Member €5 000
[0, DX e el 1)

Corporate

< Lorporsis 5100

- Cofpiwate Bemefactn
2500
- Susiaining Corporaie

Sponsor $5/000
{1, 05K) per year 26§




Vietnam Center gritihio
PAID

Texas Tech University
Box 41045 I;I-'-.-.: k. Ti xas
Lubbock, Texas T9408-1045 Permit No. 58
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