The Vietnam Center

mitp s TIL el - Yletnam

N OVEMEBTEHR 199 % -

all 19849, shartly after

Texas Tech's Bosrd of Regents
pstablished the Yieinam Center, |
wenl 10 visit Admiral Zumwalt at
fis Arlingon office, o “recruit”
him 1o be e Chalrman of the
Center's MNational Council. MNow
| must confess to & cerain
apprehension as | approached
the Admiral for the first time, |
had had little experence at
“recruitng” Towr-star Admirls

After briefing the Admiral on
what we planned o do. he
responded, "OK, Reckner, you
can use my name, but et me tell
you that | won't have any time to
Come down 10 lexas.” And so |
refreated, Rappy 1o have at least
goiten s name attached o our
effort,  As the program devel
oped, we carelully kept the
admiral adwised of what we
wele doing, and after a few
years, | suspect his cunasity got
the best of him and in 1993 he visited Lubbock. | am pleased
o report that since that imtial vist, Admiral Zumwall hasn't
missed any of our conferences and symposia, and, indeed, has
found other

Admiral Elmo R. Zurmwalt, Jr., USN [Ret)
Chief of Naval Dperations, 1970-1974
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ADMIRAL EIMO R. ZUMWAILT ILL

occasmns when he had time to

visit Texas Tech, Somewhers
along the line, he became a
“Techsan”. And his strong and
nfluential support of owr projact
has been exceedingly important
In fact, withaut it, the Vietnam
project al lTexas Tech would not
have enjoyed the success it has

With that background, then,
il is with régrel thal | have to
advise you that the Admiral n
recent weeks has been gravely
M. On October 13 [Nawy
Barthday], the Admiral underwent
surgery lor removal ol & cances-
ous mesothelloma twmar, which
glso mvolved the remaoval of his
lell hung. The weeks and months
ahead promise o be a time of
gradual recovery, but the road
back to good heaith will be long,
and | suspect, diflicul

For all of you who have come
Lo know the Admaral &1 o annu-
al meetings, and foe all others of good will, | hope you will join
me in encouraging the Admiral in his time of medical challenge.
Followang is a small ediorial phece | wrole on the occasion of the
Admiral's illness
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Jim Reckner




AMERICA'S VIETNAM ADMIRAL

m Brokaw has writteén about
Amenca’s great World War Il generation
Many Americans have been honored to
know some of those greal men and
Wmen Some men of that
genaration-born around 19715 ar
1920-chose 1o make service 1o our nation
[hewr career. They came of age dunng
World War 1|, served in Korea, and in the
final years of their service found tham-
salves in a new and differant sort of war in
Vietnam, These events were bul the pein-
cipal markers In their long careers.

Almost forgatien by most Americans
are other events which remain vivid to the
men and women of our military-skirmash-
g5 in a giobal streggle we knew as the
Laold War: tense duty on the Demalitarized
Zone in Korea: the Berfin Adrfift; Cusmoy
and Matsu and the Formosa Siraits Patrol
the Cuban Missile Crisis; and a dozen
ather flash points around the warkd, These
men and women were the steadfast
quardians of Amenica’s global fronters
throughout the kng years of our con-
frantation with the Soviat Lnion.

Today, one of the graal men of that
generation is facing the most serlous med-
ical challenge of his life. Admiral Elmo R
fumwalt, fr, U.5. Navy (Retired), who
attained national prominence as the com-
mander of U5 Maval Forces in Vietnam
(1968-15970) and Ihen as [he youngest
and arqualdly the most innovative chief of
naval operations (1970-1974) & recover-
ing from major surgery.

A great many Americans loday owe a
remarkable debt of gratiude to Adm

|'io . Vice Adrmeral B Krs B ©, Tadd
mnd s & Aomirs Elmo B e

fumwalt. It was he who, despite opposi-
tion wathin the MNavy and without, estab
lished gresler opportunities for women
and racial minarities in the service. The
Mavy, of course, is @ very conservatie
outfit-always was.  And the  admiral’s
afforts, as welcome as & breath of fresh
air to many, earned the enmity of those
oppaosed to such change. The admiral is
fond of saying that during his Tenure as
chied af naval operations he deweboped a
long fist of mends and a long list of ene-
mies, and that he & proud of bath fists.
Since his retirement in 1974, the
gdmiral has been exceedingly active in 3
wide range of civic actvities, He created
and 15 chairman of the National Marrow
Donor Program. He also chairs tha Ethics
and Public Policy Center, the Agent
Orange Coordinating Council, Vietnam
Assistance for the Handicapped, and
Mgy other warthy causes. In recognition
of his unstinting service, on Jan. 135,
19898, Adm. fumwall was awarded the
nation’s highest civilian honor, the
Presidential Madal of Freedom
But his most enduring commitment
has been 1o the welfare of the men and
women who served our country in
Vietnam. He has bean tireless in defend-
ing those suffering the il effects of Agent
Urange used in Vietnam, and n demand
g that the government care lof them in
an appropriate way. Mora than any other
of the many senior officers wha served in
Vietnam. he has unsweningly stood up for
Vietnam veterans. || was @ simple matles
1o him; he speaks often of the responsil

ity he feels all senior offices share toward
the men they commanded in combat.

The admiral didn’t underake these
many endeavars to éam public adulation
He simply &5 of that generation which rec-
pgnized responsibility and was ever ready
to accepd [t and act upon it Nevertheless,
in the process he has eamed the deep
respect of the many men and wWomen who
served in Vienam. and from many ather
Amencans

AMENCE's most notewarthy |wing
sailor nowe faces his greatest challenge.
He hasn't asked any of us 10 come 10 his
assistance. He wouldn't do that. Heis a
‘grver” and nol a “taker.” But thal doesn'l
mesn that Amesicans of good will-and
particularly his feflow comrades-in-
arms—cannol &t least remembar him in
hiss time of trial. Each of you who read this
colurnn maght send m & card & smakl
token of remembrance, & nole to let him
know that during his personal storm
Americans remember. And appreciate

Cards can be sem 1o
Admiral Elmo R, Zusmwalt, Jr
1000 Wikson Boulevard,
Suita 3105

Arlington, VA, 22209

Alternatively, e-mall messages can be
sent toerzumwallE@starpower.net

Admical Eimo B Jomwalt




NEW VIETNAM CENTER AND ARCHIVE STAFF

£ Vetnam Center is pleased to
announce the following additions o its staff
Oy, Lesiio . Cudlevi, Vietmam Center
Adminéstrator; & nate of Central
Texas, Or. Cullen is the son of a
Vietnam veteran and is a ifslong military brat
who graduated from a DaD0S high school in
the United Kingdom before coming to Taxas
fech. Thare he eamed his BA, MA, and Ph.D
in American History, focusing on miitary and
dipiomatic fields.  His graduate resesrch
examined various aspects of the Unitpd
States Navy's rale in the Vietnam War. He is
currently woeking on & biography of Admial
Eimo R. furmwall. Jr. Dr. Cullen is happiest
wheri he i within striking distance of a base
ball deamond

Stephen £, Maaney, Oral Hislonan:
H A nalive of Massachusetts, Stephan

graduated from high school and
served for three years in the US Ammy
assigned o the Tih Speclal Forces Group
(Arborme] st Fort Bragg, Morth Carolina
After paming his BA in history at the
University of Neeth Caroling at Wilminglon
and recenwh) a Regular Army commission
through ROTC, Steve sarved for two years
wilhi the 3rd Brigade of the 24th infantry
Uwision  (Mechanized) at Fort Benning,
Georgia, He then retumed to the Unhersity

af Morth Carolina al Wilmington where he
earned his MA in American Histoey, Steve is
cumently & Ph.D candidate working on his

dissertation at Texas Tech Unwersity
A native of Plainview, Texas, and the

“n @in of a Vistram woteran, Cures

hidds & BA in American History with an
gmphass on the Vietngm War from Toxas
Tech University  He 15 & recipient of the
Ronald E. MecNair Scholarship, and s cur-
rently & graduate student in the Department
of History and a Chancellor's Endowed
Feliow &t Toxas Tech. Curtis’ academic focus
nchudes Vietnam, the Vietnamese language,
and museum and archwal studies.  This
sumimer, he spent a month i Viefmam with
Chancellor Montford, Dr. Reckner, and the
Vietnam Center’s Viemamese language spe-
cialist, Khanh Le.

M Cody Waidhop, Madical Profects
(Mficer: A native and lifelong resident of
Lubbock, Cody earmed & degres in Busiess
Administration from Texas Tech, and is in his
inal year of an MBA program m Health
Organization Management.  He has more
than seven years experience with hospltals
and health care, and will be coordinating with
the Vietnam Center and Texas Tach Heakh
sckence Canter on health care related proj-

Certis Peapiss, Archival Spechalist:

ecls. His first assignement & the organization
of a shipment of donasted medical supples
and lextbooks 1o Vietnamese medical
SCIGHE,
B Tamya  Jdones,  Admirnstrative
[.' [ Secrotary: A native of San Dieg,
® | California and the daughter of a
Vitnam medc, Tanya served nine years in
the United States Air Force as an electronc
Sensor systems speciaist. She brings 1o the
center a combination af metary and clerical
expenence, and spends her free time caring
for her eight dogs and cats and volunteering
al the aramal shelter.

Alison B. Homg, Assistamt to
Professor fike: A native of Los
U0 | Alamos, New Mexico, and he
daughter of a Vieinam veteran, Alison gradu-
ated] from Texas Tech University in May 1598
with & BA In Russian History, She works with
Douglas Pike on the production of the
indoching  Chroviology, and manages his
voluminows correspondence.  She has an
ongMng meerest. in historical research and
Writing, and brings to the Cerer what she
clls “my optiméstic youth and wonderful
sense of humar” Alison has been an staff
since October of 1928

FRIENDS OF THE VIETNAM CENTER MEMBERSHIP

| enciose my check for §

for an annual membership,

Namn

Date

Address

City

—

State Fil[e

Phone(s): Home

Office

your check to:

r——---_u—-—————-——_-

The Viemam Cerntes

Texas Tech University
Box 471045
Lubbock, Texas 79409-1045

Categories of Memberships
Piese check appengriate box
individual

O individusl §35
= Patron 100
J Benefactor $500

Pleasie make check payable tn the Texas Tech Foundation, Inc., Attn: Vietnam Center.
Contributions 1o the Vietnam Center are tax deductible as allowed by law. For additional

information regarding membership or to donate materials to the Vietnam Archive, please call
the Vietnam Center, Texas Tech University, (BOB) 742-3742 or 742-B663. Mall this form with

< Susiaining Life
Member §5,000
{1,000 per year 15)

Corporate
o Corperate 5100
a E&E:ﬁlh? Benefzctos
0 Surstaining Coporate
Sponsix 35,000
(1,000 per year 25}
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Qhe Vietnam Center al Texas Tech
15 lgmching an ambibious project through
its Archeve and Oral History programs. We
sook 10 become the primary depasitary in
the worki for the records, letters, diafies,
photographs, and other materals of bath

H 111 B
AN APPEAL TO VETERANS

mdividual veterans and velerans’ ofganiza-
tions. We have already developed coopsera-
tve rofationships with the  Vietnam
Helicopter Pilots Association, the Tan Son
Nhut Associabion, Co Van {Advisors), the
Vietnam Veterans Institute, the Natonal

Vietnam Veterans Coalition, and B Troop,
2117, 10151 Airborme  Division,  # you of
your organization is imerastad in this muu-
ally beneficial program, please contact Or
Ron Frankum at (806) 742-9070 of via e-
rail at llvna@1lu.edu,

THE OraL HISTORY PROJECT OF THE VIETNAM ARCHIVE

September 1999 the Vietnam
Center and Archive hired Stephen Mamer 1
serve as Oral Historlan of the Vietnam
Archive. It s the mission of the Orad History
Progect to conduct oral history intervews
with &5 many peaple whe paticipated in the
Vigtnam War as possdde. This includes
Americans, Vietnamese, and people from all
af the countries wwolved in the war. The

pragram is shready well underway. In early

E-mail;

October 195949, Ron Frankum and Steve
Maxnes aitended the thed reunion of B
froop. 2nd  Squadron, 17th  Cavalry
Regiment Associaton m Las Vegas, Nevada.
B Troop was attached to the 10715t Airborne
Division. Puring the reunion, Makner col-
lectesd seven oral histories fram members of
the organization and Frankum gave the din-
ner speech at the anmeal business meeting.
The Associglion has voted o have the

Viatmarn Archive serve as the official reposi-
tory for ®5 history, docurments, and the per-
sonal material of Its membees, I you are
nterasied in being nterviewed, piease com-
plete the following brief questionnaire and
send It 1o;

The Vietnam Archive, Texas Tech University,
Box 41047, Lubbock, TX 79409-1041, Altn:
Steve Maxner

Branch al’ Service/Govemment Agency of assgnment [piase include all):

Years of Senvice;
1o Description|s)

Units/Agencies of assignmest during the Vietnam War please include dates, places, and positions held).

bhajor programes. events, operations andfor engagements in which you were irvoived whiie serving in Yistnam:

Ronk & dischargelretiement o cureat stEius =

| am willing to be interviewied in e foliwng verues. [please check afl that apply):
__mperson ___ Ower the tefephone Over theimernsl _ Vinoe-mad

Mazse feel [res o phoincopy this fone and

2 | in others who served in e Wisinam War For mone information ohact tha Oral Hisiory Progect of & Wetnam Archs
vl our et Sl S e S me euvisinem

allfsiory nim or ol of & BOGE] 422000




CALL FOR CONFERENCE PAPERS

“THE OVERSEAS VIETNAMESE EXPERIENCE”
MarcH 31-ApriL 1, 2000

ﬂhe Vietnam Center requests pro-  nchede any topic related to the Overseas  receive favorable consideration,
posals for papers 10 be presenled al 8  Vietnamese experience. Papers repre-  Individuals interested in presenting papers
conference on The Overseas Vietnamese  senting all points of view are welcome. It are encouraged 1o submit a one-page out
Experience, to be held at the International s the Vietnam Cenfer's established policy  line proposal to Dr. James Reckner at the
Cultursl Cemter in Lubbock, March 31- 10 encowrage active parbicipaton by grad-  Vietnam Center.
April 1, 2000, Topics for papers can uale students: proposals by them will

We encourage papers relating o all aspects of the Overssas Vietnamese Experience: however, we particularly seek papers
examining the following themes:
1. Buikding a new Wle: issues in the challenges posed in adjustment and acculturation of Overseas Vietnamese
2. Community building and the politics of Vietnamese communities in host couniries.
3. setond-generation Overseas Vietnamesa: their role In the community and issues relating to them
4. Relations betwean Overseas Vietnamese and their hame country,

PreasE MAKE HoTeL Reservations Berore March 10. 2000,

@Dulemnm& schedule: A detmled Conference Hoted: Sheraton Four Points  reserved 50 rooms; however, we urge you
Conderence agenda will be malled to each  Hotel, 505 Avenue O, Lubbock. Phone: 1o contact the hotel and make your per-
reqistered participant after March 1. (806} 747-0177, The Vietnam Center has  sonal reservations as arly as passible

REGISTER NOW FOR THE 2000 CONFERENCE

I |
1 Name l
: Address :
I ciy State P :
: Phone(s): Home Dffice :
1 I
: Conference Registration $50.00 Amount: § :
: (includes 2 luncheons, reception) I
I Conference Banguet §25.00 Amount: § I
: West Texas Barbecue Dinner (Apr. 1) $20.00 Amount: § :
I Total Amount: § I
: M.akﬂ Chack payable 1o Texas Tech Foundatan, Inc., At Vietnam Center :
I Mail to: Vienam Centes, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas 79409-1045 I
D i e e i P o R et A e B it e b, £ A LS A L RS e .




ARCHIVISTS VISIT VIETNAM

etwesn July 13 and Awgust 7,
1999, Head frchivist Dr Ron Frankum,
Archval Specialist Curtis Peoples, and
Vietnam Center language Instructor Khanh
Le traveled 1o Vietnam. Their trip had two
primary ojectives: The first was 1o visk as
many hbranes as possibie in Ho Chi Minh
City, Can Tho, Hue, and Handi, In all, the

group tourad thireen [Braries in the Tour

magr unersties. The group achieved the
second objective toward the end of thee
wsil, when Ron Frankum offered a 5-day,
10-seminar course to mare than lorty Borar
ians and archivists af the Vietnam National
Unnersity-Hanol, The course covered such
lopecs as catalogng (MARC, UNIMARC, and
Encoded Archivel Descraption), archive stan-
dards amd practices. conservation and

NEW ACQUISITIONS IN THE VIETNAM

preservalon, the Texas Tech University
library technical saraces, and the role of
lechnology i archives and  libraries
Frankum and Ehanh Le will retufm o
Vietnam ot the end ol November o repeat
the course for librarians and archivists in Ho
i.hi hah City, Hue, and Can Tha.

ARCHIVE

ohe Vietnem Archive has acquirad
nineteen collections since the publication
of our last newsletter, including donations
to the Co Van collection by Pitrick
Maughtar and Jack Hine Bonduran® and
one o the Vietnam Helicopter Pilos
Association by William Fitzgerald,

Duiker Collection [he Archive
receivad siy boxes of boaks. documents
and perspdicals from Dr. Wiliam Duiker
one of he leading scholars on the North
Vielnamese perspactive during the war,
The material is from his library and
includes seweral Visinamese- Ia'uuage
books and research periodicals.

br, foel Halpern, scholar and author
ol several studies on Lags, has senl the
first shipmant of materials from his fibrary
to the Archive

The Archive has received 231 boses

ol books, pamphlets, and documents from
James Dingaman, noted comespondant
and scholar, This collection af materials
includes several thousand ems on the
Wietnarm War, miltary and diplomatic his
lary, paltics, and insurgency movements
in the 19605 and 1970s. and will greatly
enhance the library of the Vietnam
Archive

Barry Brown donated .5 linear feel of
IEtters written to him during his service in
Vietnam, in addition o 167 photographs
Ihe Honorabbe Sally A, Shelton-Colby sent
three linear feet of material as an adden
dum 10 the collection of Ambassador
Willlam Colby, her late husband. This
donabion includes comespondence and
other items relsting to his book, [os
Victary

Other collections donated to the

archive nclude the diary of Robert |
Pringle (1571); the uniform and gear of
Marng John Gribble, |5 linear feet of cor-
respondence  Belween  Joan  Seeman
Robinson and artists who have worked on
vieinam War-related material; Charles
ahiglds’ manuscripts refated 0 madical
Issuas i Yietnam; and Dawd Egan's infor-
maton regarding the My Lal incident,
Elizabeth Hate has donated a number of
vietnamese artifacls she acquired during
her four years in D Nang as a Mursa
Educational Advisar.

The WVietnam Archive has also
received a number af books fram Can Tha
University and the Vietham Mational
Universily-General Science Library in Ho
Lhi Minh City,

Ming Crry — TrapITIONAL MUSIC




BooK EXCHANGE WITH VIETNAMESE UNIVERSITIES

resuil ol the rig 1o
Viatnam by Chancedlor John T. Montford
and Dr. Jlames Heckner, the book
exchange 15 designed to identify and

regem

donate  English-language books 1o
Vietnamese  universities  and  their
libraries. English-language resources are

n great demand m Vietneamese higher
aducalional institutkens Decause thess

facilities hawve limited collecthons and lack
financial respurces 10 supply adequatehy
ine neads of thelr patrons. Our goal is to
assisl (e mgef Vietngmese Lll'l.'n.'l'.'.'!E1'!."'-
and thus strengthen the bond between
them and lech University.  The
Vietnam Center and Archive stall will taka
full responsibility for the galnering, organ
i#ng, and '1I|||_|p|"-'__' ol books. Far those

[exas

imerested in  contributing  materials
please contact Dr. Ron Frankum at (206)
T42-59010 or at naEu,edu
o emphasize (hal books dongled Lo the
YVielnam Archive will mot be sent [0
Yiatnam. This collection effort i separate
from the Archive collection, and embraces
&ll zorts of university-level texs

We wish

VIETNAM CENTER HOSTS VISITORS

e wees of Seplember 20, the
Center hosted a wvisit by Mr. Tran Bach
kand), one of the founding members of the
Mabongl Liberation Front of South Vietnam
INLF} and & member of the Presidium of
the Central Commiti2e of Ihal organiza
tion, Mr. Dang fought with the Vet Minh
in Works War I, and rose through its ranks
in the first Indochina War (1946-1954)
against the Fremch. In the second

Indochina War, Dang was the head ol the
Communist Pasty of Lhe sdmon-Gia tinh
area, and the commander of the Saigon
Frosl during the 1568 Tet Offensive
Currently he is First Vice Chairman of the
Social Sciences Councll of Ho Chi Minh
City and Chancellor al Hong Bang
University, Travelling with Mr. Dang were
s daughter, Ms, Tran Hong Anh, his
assistant and transistor, Mr. Nguyen Van

Haxor Views

Ouang, and Mr. Nguyan Huu Chau, the san
of Mguyen Huu Tho, another founding
member of the NLF. During ther visit, Mr
(xang and hes party mel with Texas Tech
administrators and visited the Vietnam
Center and Archive. Mr. Dang also con
tributed his oral history 10 the Archive




Vietnam Center
L | PA.[I:I

Lubbock, Texas

Pl Mo, 68

lexas Tech University
Rox 41045
Lubbock, Texas 79409-1045

VIFTNAMESE CHILDREN




