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“Im 200 Vietnam Canference,
hedd on March 3151 and April 15t , was
will attendad and the quality of papers,
particularly from young Vietnamese-
American graduate students, was
especially impressive, These siudents
were very sharp and the older
Vietnamese who attended were quite
proud of their younger generation’s
achievements

Panels ware organized around seven
lopics; US-Vietnamese Relations, Politics
of the Overseas Vietnamese, The
Vietnamese-Amerncan ,’_:.'_:mmunr].'_ [he
Houston Vietnamese Community,
Recards of the Overseas Vietnamese
Experience, and Problems of
Acculteration, Jeff Brody, California
state University Fullerton, provided an
excellent photo exhibit titled "The
Vietnamese: Sell Portrait of a Peopie. ©

The kaynote spesker 3 the banguet was
Ms. Le Nogoan, a senior official of the
llingis Department of Human Services
Ms. Ngoan is a past Executive Director of
the Vietnamese Associstion of linois
and Spacig Assistant 1o the Governor af
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ihnos for Asion Amercan Affairs. Her
eloguent and informative presentation
focused on Vienamese communiies @

the Uniled States, Ms, Le provided
insight into the perspectives and
gccomplishments Vielnamese
Amenicans by blending anecdotsl, social
ecanamic, and statistical infarmation,

A primary objective of this conference
was to network OVErseas
Vetnamese from around the world and
promote support for preserving the
record of the Repubbc of Vietnam and
the experiences of the overseas
Vietnamese. Ambassador Bui Diem
resnforced the importance of this effart
during & luncheen speech by saying
that, If the older generations of
Vietnamese overseas did nat help to
preserve the records, they would
condemn futre generations of overseas
Vietnamese 1o “a future without a past.”
Wa hope the Viethamese American
community will serously consider the
importance of preserving their records
gnd join Texas Tech in this effort.

Wil




CoNFERENCE 2001 - Car For PAPERS

The focus of our next conference
scheduled for 20-27 April 2007, Is "The
Arvisory Effort and the Armed Forces of the
Republic of Vietnam.” Its purpose is to
axamine the South Vietnamese Armed
Forces and the role and outcomes of
American advisors in Vietnam during the
war. As with every Vietnam Center
conferance, papers representing all points
af view and all aspects of the theme are
Welcome.  AChve parmcipstion by raduate
students Is particularly encouraged,

Indiduals Inlerested in presenting papers
shoukd submit a one-page out-line proposal
(o Dr. James Reckner, al the Vietnam
Center, by e-mail, fax, of regular mall

E-mail; vietnam.center@itu.edu

Fax: [306) 742- 8664

Phonge; (B06) 742-3742

Aidress: [he Vetnam Center
lexas Tech University
Baox 4105

Lubback, TX 75409-1045
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etnam's Ambassador to the
Uinited States, the Henarable Le Van Bang
and hes First Secretary visited the Vietnam
Center, 10-12 May 2000. He paid calls an
Texas Tech University Chancellor John
Mantford, and Depuly Chancellor Jim
Croveson. Other activities mcluded a tour of
the vietnam Archive and Inlernational
Cultural Center as well as brielings on
laxas Tech Vietnam related

palesntological, book exchange. plant
fenetics, and medical projects, He also
spoke with the Texas Tech Board of
Kenents and enjoyed & dinner with Lubbock
cwic leaders. The Ambassador was
enthusiastc about Texas Tech's projects
and feels that the Vietnam Center is @ key
element m building good relations between
the L5 and Yietnam
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FrOM THE DIRECTOR

nhere £omes a time m the natural
development of an organization when the
procedures adopled a5 the organization was
lirst formed no longer fi, when some change
15 NEcessary 10 accommodale growth. Such &
row the case with The Vietnarm Center,

With the generous and continuing
support of the State of Texas and of Texas Tech
University's senigr leadership, The Vietnam
Center/Viemam Archive staff and missions
nave expanded in recent years. We now
employ ten full-time stall members and ten to
tweElE Studertigraduste assistants.

Part of the necessary growth
process fas been that | must hand over much
of the: routing operation of The Vietnam Center
In order to focus on fund-raisng and other
projects that will ensure the continung well-
being of the project. Uikl this point, | have
personally writhen vinually evenything contained
i our penndic newsieters. With ths ssue of
The: Friends af the Vietnam Certer Newslttar,
though, | have assigned that missaon to the
nw Vietram Center Admingstrator, Cv, Diane
Olbver, USN (Resl.  From thes pomt omand, |
mtend 1o contriute a column (o the neasletier
and have the remainder of the staff maka
coninbutions reflecting developments in their
respectye fieckds,

In recent years, The Vietnam Conter
has become invelved In a number of
cooperative programs with Vietnamese
universities and research centers, That
development, howsver, must not detract from
our primary mission, which remains
preservation of the record of the American

Vietnam experience, and encouragement of
continuing study of all aspects aof that
ouperience,  The appomtment of a full-time
ordl historian and the very actve program of
wisiling Viedram veteran reunions highlights our
centinuirg commitment to colect and presene
the record. Two recent Texas Tech
dissertations, Les Cullen's biography of
Adiral Zumwak and Jim Ginther's bingraphy
of USMC General Keith Barr McCutchean
highlght progress in the field of research and
nCOUraging contruing study.  Others are in
PrOGress.

| waoukd like 1o congratutate O Fon
Frankum of The Vietnam Archive, on the
pending publcation of his ranuscript, “Senl
Pariners: Ausiralia and the United States i
Vietnam, 1954-1968." Ron's book,
forthcoming with Edwin Melien, telis the story
of the comglex relationship that developad
bedween the United States and Australia as the
two malions sought b extract the meaomum
benelit from a relationship fram which each
nation sought different goals, A second
ferthcoming publication is Major Dave Tocaek's
“They (4 Everything but Leam from R The
Battle of Ap Bac,1963," with Greenwood
Press. Tocze, a Texas Tech grad, skilfully
recreales the setting of the battie and its actual
Conduct, wsing American and Vieinamese
SOUrces. In the process. he provices 3 detaiied
and accurate account of the hattle.  The rmost
impanant contribution of this book, though, is
Toczek's scathing analysis of the aftermath of
the battle, The failure of the MACY
Commandes, the Commander in Chief, Paciic,

and the Joirt Chiefs of Staff 1o appreciale the
siificance of the ARVM failure at Ap Bac. and
corversely, the impanance of the PLAF viciory,
set the: stana for future misdirection of the war
effon.

The: Vietnam Cenfer has now set the
dates for the 4th Triennial Vietnam
Symposium: 12-14 April 2002 We wil begn
planning thes event soon, with the goal of
enceeding previous efforts, both as to quality
and scope of papers. presentad, and also in the
area of social arrangements during
partcipants’ stay in Lubbock, | might add that
witen we began all of this eleven years ago, i@
woukl have been impossdie to concese of the
day when we would be planning our 4th
trennial symposium.

Welcome aboard 10 our new staff. |
have mentioned COR Oliver. One other
important change: Alson (Honig) Watson,
Professor Pike's secretary, gol marmied late Last
year, and departed The Vietnam Center at the
end of April 10 move o Daftas with her now
hushand. We wish her well in her new [ifo,
Alison has boen
replaced by
Nicol Rincon-
Blanco, whom |
am pleased
Welcome f the
CEnter,

Jim Reckner
Dhractor

COR Diane Cliver, USN (Rart ),
Vietram Center Administrator:
d natlve of Northern
California, Diane served in
e L5, Navy from 1971 10
1955, She joined the centes's staff in early

May. She Is a graduate af the Naval War §

College and has masters degrees in public
administration. national security and
strateqic studies, and international
relations.  She |s currently working on a

Ph.D. in education, with an emphasis in
mternational education.

Micel Rincon-Blanco, Assistant
to Professor Pike: a native of
Lubback, Texas and the
daughter of & World War i
vateran, she graduated from
Dunbar High School and the American
Draghon’s Commercial College, She
worked for the Muscular Dystrophy

Association for six years as wall as
volunteering her time in support of fund-
ratsing events and the patients. She also
did volunteer work at the Jarry Lewls
telethen. Micol brings to the center a
combination of non-profit arganization
gxperence and strong secretarial skills
she works with Professor Pike on the
production of the Indochina Chronclogy and
manages his valuminous comespondence



THE VIETNAM CENTER PROJECT UPDATES

Medical Project: In April, $500,000 worth of used medical equpment was shipped from Texas Tech University o four Vieinamese
medical schools. This project grew out of a visit kst summes by Texas Tech officials.

An article in the Lubbiock Avalanche
Journal newrspaper, dated Apil 26, 2000
and authored by Kara ARenbaumer, tells the

story

“More than half a million doflars wonh af
medical equipment (5 on its way tday from
Texas Tech to four Vietnamese medical
schoals, The supplies, which go before a
shipment of books o universibies and
madical schools in Vietnam, came about
after Tech officials visited Vietnam and
witnessed the lack of resources In the
country’s higher education mstitutions
"Whan we visited the me®cal schools, thsy
were really very poorly equipped. said Jim
Lalble, associale vice president Tos
managed care and hospdal relaons af e
HSC [Health Science Center|, 'Thelr medical
schools were in really bad shape. We were
in shock." Laie, who & a retred U5, Army
colonel and was a hospilal administrator in
Vietnam during the war, said one med
schoal had a single microscope for the
entire campus and Senelimes two patients
share a sngle bed, There were no quineys,
wheekhairs or ERG machines - some of the
basics in American medical [aclites, he

said. "We are probably doubling their
equipment,” Laible said. Much of the
equipment being sant from Tech comes
from the former Southpark Hospital at
Quaker Avenue and South Loop 289, which
was bought by Tech in 1998 and twmed
intn & surgery center. "Wa found a lot of
equipment that's obsolete by U.5
standards,’ he said. Wi wouldn't use it,
but it's state-of-an for Vietnam. This is
stuff that we would have scrapped.”
Equipment being sent includes hospital
heds, whealchairs, EXG machines, surgical
nstruments, and IV poles. 1's most of your
nospital equipment you'd find in & hospital
roam or surgical suite,” Laible sad. James
Reckner, drector of Tech's Vienam Center,
said Tech is particularly interested in
helping oul medical schools that train
doctors 1 work in the country s poar
villages. "We want (o have that Kind of
positive effect,” he said. "This was a greal
way to help out the medical schools in
Vietnam, but It also projects a positive
image of Taxas Tech in Vietnam.” Because
af Tech efforts flike teaching archival
methods to Vietnamese librarians,
exchanging faculty and students as well as

the book and medical shipments, the
university is already gaining grester access
in the country. Reckner and other Tech
leaders already have at least two visits
scheduled with deputy ministers during
thes trip later this year, Reckner guessed
that some medical equipment s |eft fram
American supplies bréught over during the
Vietnam War, while Lalble sald some is left
over from the French occupation of the
country during the 19405,

‘The more of these projects we do. the
mare it helps U.5. relations with Vietnam'
Reckner said. '| don'l Wanl 10 leave e
sceng ultimately with a legacy of
bitterness.™

Book Exchange Project: The Vietnam Archive and Texas Tech University Health Science Center colected and baxed over 30,000
biooks for the exchange project with major unversities in Vietnam, Shipment is panding recaipt of clearance from Vietnam Lustoms and

the Ministry of Culture and information,

We would ke tn express o appreciaton
10 all the individuats and arganizations thal
donated 1o this project ncluding: D
Robert Ball, Bruce Cammack, Dr. Robert
Carr, Dr. Robert Carr Orthopedics, Al Chikds,

Dickens Courty Libeary, Ellen El-Domen
Patti Freeman Hester's Bookstore, Or. Jonge
ber, Lovelace Respiratory Research Lab,
Mahen Libwrary (Friends of the Libeary),
Joyce Moo, Larry ). O'Boen, M., PhD.,

Pedro Ruiz, Texas Tech University (Buseness
Administration Department, Health Science
Center, University Libraries, and P Alpha
Thetal, Varsity Bopkstore, and Dr. Cheryl
Weper

Plant Genetics Project: Tesas Tech has proposed a 5-year, $15 million plant genetics project designed 1o imprave the plam genetic
stock of Vietnam's principal food crops. The project will be conducted in conjunction with the Agricultural Genetics Institute in Hano, Can
Tha University, the Cuu Long Rice Research Instiute, and the Southem Frut Research institte. Dr. Henry Nguyen, a distinguished plant

geneticist, will be the lead researcher for the project at Texas Tech University,




Paleontology Project: A Texas Tech researcher has proposed, pending funding from the National Geographic Society, to conduct
dingsaur excavation in Vietnam. Alhough no dinosaur remains have ever been discovered m Vietnam. Dr, Sankar Chatterjes, 2 world-
renowned expert in the fiek, has examined preliminary geslogical data that suggest a high probability of dinosawrs in the nodhermmast
part of the country. This progect will be conducted under the auspices of the Vietnam Center and the Gaological Musewm of Hanol, and
will offer an excellent field research opportunity for participating U.S. and Vietamese graduate studarts,

Proposed New Vietnam Center and Archive Building: 1he Texas Tech University Board of Regents recently allscated an
entelient plot of fand, centrally lecatad on the campus, fof the new Yietnam Center and Archive. Because the new land allocation,
immiediatedy south of the intermational Cultural Center, & larger than the previous tract, a new building design is needed. Senior
Archilecture students are working on this project right now. The next step i to select a design and identify funding for building

Gonstruction.

Oral History Project: [he outreach projects
have netad many responses from welesans
around the US and owerseas,  As a result, about
twenty-five oral history interviews have been
conducted and many more are scheduled for
this summer  We hawve increasad our efforts to
make: parson-io-person comact with the veleran
community by atending essociation reunions,
The processing of oral history ntenviess has also
quickened wim the hardd work and dedication of
Vietnam Archive student assistant, Tammi Mikel,
who 5 ransoribing the inferviews.  Check the
Vietnam Archive Oral History web sile for the
peridic additions of completed franscrpts,

Dr. Ron Frankum, and Saphen Maoer, the Oral
Historian, comgpleted four visits to veteran
association reunions. in April, they were

ARCHIVE ACTIVITIES

sporaored by the women who served in Vietnam
at the Flonda Vietnam Veterans Reunion in
Meboume, Florida, Mr Masner sk visited with
the Talldragger Association (0-1 Bird Dogs) in
Atlanta, Georgia, In May, Mr. Maxner
participatad In the 7151 Attack Helicopter
Compary gathenng in Las Yegas, Nevada and
Dr. Frankum joined him at the Sth Medical
Laboratory reunion in Gakveston, Texss.

Thare were several freunion visits dunng June
including the 9th Engineering Battalion
(Washington, [.C.), Alr America Associaton
(Wilkes-Bama, Panreyivania), Combal Tracker
Team (New Crizans, Louskana), The Socety of
the 173rd Airborne Brigade (Rochester,
hinnasoea), and the Vietnam Helicopter Pilots
Assocaation (Washington, DC), Other visits

planned for this summer are the 75th Ranger
Regiment Association (July, Savannah, Gaomial
and the Army Transportation Associatun,
Vitnam [August, Las Viegas, Mevada).

Stvas liaser o0os whopheni: ol Rlohy colechom
whan t: £ o 6l reeries, Tha tise dedicassd (o this progec &y
brabehud ]| Viemias: Uepcafe. & Awpleabie 1o e @xumesieim
ol mr nasen’s hivlry nd Visnam mperenoe

Acquisitions: The archive recelved 30 collections in the first four months of 2000, including papers from the Ranch Hand Association
Archive donated by the president of the organization, Paul Cecil. Other collections include additions to the B Troop 2/17th Cavalry
fAssociation and the S9th Engineer Batialion Association collections,

41H TRIENNIAL VIETNAM SYMPOSIUM - PRELIMINARY CALL FOR PAPERS

The 4th Triennal Vietnam Symposium dates
arg set for 12 - 14 April 2002, Those
Interested in paicipating shouwkd start
thinking about papars and submit proposals

as your thoughts coalesce. Particularty
welcome are those participants whi can
organize an entee panel. Our tremnsl
symposia ae open 1 all tapics related to

Southeast Asia, including oppasition 1o the
war. W encourage papers from scholars,
weterans, and graduaie studants mterested
in Vietnam-relztad topics.

Wehbsite Activity: The Vietnam Archive continues to maintain @ strong elechionic presence and respond to reference requests over
the: internet. In the first four manths of the year 2000, the website was visited over 8 100 times and the archive answered over 300

e-mail requests for information
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FRIENDS OF THE VIETNAM CENTER MEMBERSHIP FORM

: I
| lenclosemycheckfor§ _  for an annual membership.  Date Categories of I
| Membershi 1
| Mr_Ms. __Dr.__ Other __ Name pmnmwp it g i
: Address Membership I
i | JdNew |
| City _ Sate WP 21 Renwing :
: Individual
: Phonels): Home Office L1 Indhvickinl $25 :
- 1 Pairon 3100

| E-Mail: o Lhe 23 "
I o . Ih r!-enalm:lm 500 |
| For additional infarmation regarding membership or to donate materials to the Vietnam L tastanng Lile i
| Archive, plea Il the Vietnam C Texas Tach Universi : Member 85,000

: . eease call the Vietnam Center, Texas Tech University, (B06) 742-3742 or 742-B663, (1,000 per year 15] :

G ate

: Please make checks payable to: Ml thes form with your check o i :
I Texas Tech Foundation, Inc., O Coporate S¥00 1
I Attn: Vietnam Center, The Vietnam Center  eepa F‘;E"ﬁ?f" e [
I Contributions to the Vietnam Center are Teas Tech University Sponsor 85,000 i
| tax deductible as allowed by faw Box 41045 (1,000 per year 15) I
P - o SRE Ry R Lubbock, Texas 79409-1045 :
L I e — e e e e e e e e R e e S SIS M I S B S T S R G S J




THE ORAL HisTORY PROJECT AT THE VIETNAM ARCHIVE

It Is the mission of the Oral History Project i conduct oral history interviews with as many people whi served in the Vietnam War as
possiée.  This includes Americans, Vietnamese, and peaple from all of the countries that participated in the Vietnam War if you are
interasted in being interviewed, please compéete the following brief guestionnaire and send It to:
The Vietnam Archive
Texas Tech University
Special Collections Library Room 108
Lubbaock, TX 79408-1041
Attn: Steve Maxner

1. Name:

2. Address:

1. Phong;

4. F-mail:

5. Branch of Senice/Govemment Agency/Place of employment during the Vistnam War (phease mclude all

B, Yedrs of Serce:

1. Job Description|s):

d. Units/Agencies of assignment during the Vietnam War (please include dates, places, and positions hekd):

8. Major programs, events, Operations and for engagements in which you were inrvolved while serving in Vietnam

10. Rank at discharge/retrament Or cumment status:

Please feal free 1o photocapy this form and qive it to others who served during the Vietnam War, For more mformation about the Cral
History Project at the Vietnam Archive, visit our web site at s lib o edufvietmamy or call us at (B0B) 742-9010.
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