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Vietnam Center Recruits Students in Vietnam

Students in Ho Chi Minh City have their picture taken with Vietnam Center Director Dr. Steve Maxner

By Steve Maxner, Ph.D

Texas Tech University Chancellor Kent 
Hance has a remarkable vision for our 
university.  In addition to preparing the 
largest capital campaign in TTU history, 
Chancellor Hance is setting Texas Tech 
on a path that will increase the student 
body of the university from 28,000 to 
40,000 students.  Chancellor Hance 
wants to grow all areas of the univer-
sity, to include the international student 
population.  He sees this as essential to 
maintaining an intellectually and cultur-
ally diverse campus.  The Vietnam Center 

is very excited by Chancellor Hance’s 
leadership and vision and is pleased to 
be playing a new role to help bring more 
students from Vietnam to Texas Tech.

At the request of Texas Tech University 
Provost Dr. William Marcy, the Vietnam 
Center organized a series of recruiting 
seminars in Vietnam in June and July, 
2007.  The purpose of these seminars 
was to inform Vietnamese students, their 
parents, university faculty and staff, as 
well as other Vietnamese government 
offi cials about the academic programs 
and opportunities for Vietnamese stu-
dents to study abroad at Texas Tech.  

Engaging in these seminars allowed us 
to build upon the established relation-
ships between the Vietnam Center, Texas 
Tech, Vietnamese Institutions of Higher 
Education, and Vietnam’s government 
agencies and ministries.  This recruiting 
program was also designed to build on 
the momentum recently created by the 
newly established academic agreement 
between the Institute for International 
Relations in Ha Noi, Vietnam, and the 
Graduate School at Texas Tech University 
that created a joint Master of Arts degree 
program in American Studies.   

The TTU recruiting delegation con-
sisted of Dr. Stephen Maxner, Director, 
Vietnam Center, and Mr. Khanh Le, 
Associate Director for Vietnamese 
Affairs.  We conducted seminars in Can 
Tho, Ho Chi Minh City, Hue, Ha Noi, 
and Da Nang.  A recurring topic raised 
throughout our visits was a reminder 
that Vietnam’s Ministry of Education 
and Training (MOET) has called for an 
increase in the number of Vietnamese 
university faculty and staff, as well 

continued on page 4
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When we first began the Vietnam proj-
ect in 1989, the group of Vietnam vet-
erans who were the initial driving force 
wished to collect and preserve Vietnam-
related records and hand them over to 
the younger generation.  The handing 
over process has been in progress in 
recent years as the staff of the Vietnam 
Center and Vietnam Archive have been 
almost exclusively younger people.

On July 11, 2007, we took another 
major step in this direction when Dr. 
Steve Maxner (steve.maxner@ttu.edu) 
relieved me as Director of the Vietnam 
Center, and I undertook a new, but re-
lated, mission.  I must confess that it 
was difficult to hand over the reins of a 
project that has been a central feature 
of my life for eighteen years; however, 
it clearly is time.  In Steve Maxner we 
Vietnam veterans have a strong and very 
competent member of the younger gen-
eration who will continue to develop 
and strengthen the Vietnam Archive and 
all of the projects related to the Vietnam 
Center.  I wish him every success in his 
new assignment.

Dr. Maxner’s promotion is part of 
a larger realignment as Texas Tech 
University undertakes a broader mission.  
The university has now established a 
“Center for War & Diplomacy in the Post-
Vietnam War Era” which, with its related 
archive will begin to do for America’s 
conflicts since 1975 what the Vietnam 
Center has done for the Vietnam War 
and Vietnam veterans since 1989.  There 
is an urgent need to begin preserving 
records and memories from our service-
men and women who served inthese 
later conflicts, particularly electronic re-
cords such as e-mails and blogs, which to 
a large extent have now replaced letters 
home.  We hope in the very near future 
to hire an archivist to specialize in this 
field, and ultimately a new history pro-
fessor specializing in US military history 
since 1975 with the concurrent duty of 
director of the new center.  In the in-

terim, Dr. Ron Milam, a Vietnam combat 
veteran and history professor, will direct 
this new center.  You can contact him at 
ron.milam@ttu.edu.

To coordinate the work of the Vietnam 
Center and the Post-Vietnam Center, and 
also to draw the Department of Aerospace 
Science and the Department of Military 
Science into a larger academic organi-
zation with a military emphasis, Texas 
Tech University has established “The 
Institute for Modern Conflict, Diplomacy 
& Reconciliation” (IMCDR) for which I 
now serve as executive director.

Our vision for IMCDR is that it will 
develop as an archive-based research fa-
cility focusing on America in the world 
from 1950 to the present.  As such, the 
institute will guide the continuing devel-
opment of its component research cen-
ters and archives, following our long-
held practice of preserving the record 
of all points of view on all issues.  The 
IMCDR also will exploit relationships 
developed by the component centers to 
pursue opportunities for projects and in-

teractions that would further the cause 
of international reconciliation.

For the Vietnam veterans who have 
so loyally supported us over the past 
eighteen years, let me reassure you that 
collecting and preserving the record of 
America’s Vietnam experience remains 
our core mission.  In his message imple-
menting these changes, the Provost/
Senior Vice President for Academic 
Affairs of Texas Tech University indi-
cated that the changes were being tak-
en “to strengthen the Vietnam Center’s 
position, and as a natural development 
based on that center’s many successes.”

Personally, I plan to continue work-
ing for and with these important pro-
grams for several years into the future.  I 
trust my former comrades-in-arms from 
the Vietnam War will appreciate that 
it is equally important for us to begin 
the work of preserving the records and 
memories of the young men and women 
in Iraq and Afghanistan today, and of all 
those who have served since 1975. ó

From the Executive Director
By James Reckner, Ph.D

A look back at The Vietnam Center’s earlier days. From left to right: Admiral Elmo R. Zumwalt Jr., Dr. 
James Reckner, Ph.D, Vice Admiral Emmett H. Tidd. From The Vietnam Center’s Symposium in 1996.
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March 13-15, 2008
Lubbock, TX

The Sixth Triennial Vietnam 
Symposium will take place on March 13-
15, 2008, and will be held at the Holiday 
Inn Park Plaza in Lubbock, Texas.  The 
Center has already begun preliminary 
planning and has issued a number of 
invitations for key speakers for the pro-
gram.

A key Vietnam-related anniversary 
in 2008 is the 40th anniversary of the 
Tet Offensive and all of the remarkable 
events that unfolded in 1968.  This in-
cluded a shift to more critical and biased 
media coverage of the war, a progressive 
shift in American public opinion, the po-
litical fallout and President Johnson’s 
decision not to seek reelection, the 

Presidential election of 1968 and emer-
gence of Richard Nixon, etc…

Our symposia are open for papers 
examining any aspect of the American 
involvement in Vietnam and we encour-
age anyone interested in presenting a 
paper to submit a one-page proposal to 
the Vietnam Center. This anniversary, 
however, suggests a range of topics that 
participants might wish to explore.  As 
always, graduate students are strongly 
encouraged to submit proposals.

Those interested in presenting papers 
(either individual or as completed pan-
els) should provide proposals as soon 
as possible. The deadline for submitting 
proposals is December 31, 2007.  Please 
format proposals to resemble an abstract 
to include the author’s name, title/af-
filiation, and contact information, along 

with proposed title, thesis/purpose, 
and main points.  Please limit proposal 
length to a maximum of 500 words and 
submit them to:

Stephen Maxner, Ph.D.
Deputy Director
The Vietnam Archive
Texas Tech University
Lubbock, TX 79409-1041.  

You may also submit proposals via 
email to steve.maxner@ttu.edu.  If you 
make an email submission but do not 
receive notification of receipt within five 
days, please call 806-742-9010.  

Thank you and we look forward to you 
joining us for this important event! ó

Sixth Triennial Vietnam Symposium Call for Papers

As the Christmas season is upon us, 
we find ourselves in the spirit of giving.  
We also see the tax season looming on 
the horizon.  The Vietnam Center proud-
ly supports several scholarship pro-
grams that help students in Vietnam and 
Cambodia to attend universities in those 
countries.  These scholarships are very 
modest - $100-$125 per student – but 

Vietnam Center Scholarships are a Great Opportunity to Help 
Young People in Southeast Asia… and are Tax Deductible!

that sum is enough to cover tuition for 
a year in Vietnam or living expenses for 
six months in Cambodia.  The Vietnam 
Center works closely with universities to 
make sure we give these scholarships to 
students who have financial need as well 
as a proven academic record.  There is 
100% flow through (no university costs) 
and we hand deliver the scholarships di-

rectly to the students.  If you are interest-
ed in donating to any of our tax-deduct-
ible scholarship programs, please call the 
Vietnam Center at 806-742-9010.  This 
Christmas season, we hope you will con-
sider helping some of these young men 
and women in Southeast Asia to be more 
successful in life through education. ó
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continued from page 1

as Vietnamese civil servants, to study 
abroad in the US to earn advanced de-
grees at the MA and PhD levels.  Because 
of the long-standing relationship that 
exists between the Vietnam Center and 
universities in Vietnam, Texas Tech is in 
an exceptional and unique 
position to attract many 
Vietnamese students as a 
part of this initiative. 

The seminars conducted 
throughout Vietnam featured 
a brief presentation about the 
Vietnam Center and Archive, 
a detailed discussion of the 
undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs available at 
TTU, and the admission and 
other requirements for inter-
national students.  Following 
the presentations, every au-
dience engaged in a lively 
question and answer session, 
asking very detailed ques-
tions about associated costs, 
admission requirements, 
TOEFL scores and English 
language requirements, ac-
quiring student visas, and the 
many academic programs at 
TTU.

We conducted the first 
recruiting seminar on 
the campus of Can Tho 
University where we were 
greeted by university of-
ficials and 75 students and 
faculty.  TTU has a long-
standing relationship with 
CTU and a Memorandum of 
Understanding that facilitates academic 
exchanges and educational programs, to 
include a Vietnamese student scholar-
ship program (to learn more about this, 
please see page 3).  

The TTU recruiting seminar in Ho 
Chi Minh City featured an audience of 
nearly 150 students, parents, faculty, 
staff, and other Vietnamese government 
officials.  Contributing to the success of 
this particular seminar was the support 
of Vietnam News Agency as well as the 
participation of Mr. Quan Manh Ha, a 

Texas Tech students Quan Manh Ha (top) and Dana Dang (bottom) speak to 
Vietnamese students in Ho Chi Minh City 

TTU PhD student in English, and Ms. 
Dana Dang, a recent graduate from TTU 
in Biology.  Both of them provided assis-
tance in translating seminar information 
for audience members, assisting during 
an extended question and answer ses-
sion, and providing personal testimony 
regarding their studies at Texas Tech.  Of 

the five seminars conducted in Vietnam, 
the one held in Ho Chi Minh City was, 
by far, the most successful.  Audience 
members asked very thoughtful and se-
rious questions about attending includ-
ing an inquiry regarding the shootings at 
Virginia Tech.  Thankfully, immediately 
following the Virginia Tech incident, 
TTU President Dr. Jon Whitmore provid-
ed timely guidance about security pro-
tocols to students, faculty, and parents, 
and announced an internal review of all 
applicable TTU policies and procedures.  

This allowed us to thoroughly and effec-
tively address this vital question.

The recruiting seminar held at Hue 
University featured approximately 40 stu-
dents and faculty, all of whom expressed 
a sincere interest in the many programs 
and opportunities at TTU.  The Vietnam 
Center has been visiting Hue University 

for many years and, in addi-
tion to the seminar this sum-
mer, signed a Memorandum 
of Understanding with them 
in July 2007 to help establish 
exchanges and joint academ-
ic programs.  

Like the seminar held in Ho 
Chi Minh City, the Vietnam 
Center recruiting seminar 
in Ha Noi featured approxi-
mately 50 guests to include 
students, faculty, staff, and 
government officials.  We 
were assisted by Dr. Nguyen 
Thi Thanh Phuong, recent 
graduate form TTU and 
now director of the Vietnam 
Education Foundation office 
in Ha Noi.  The net result of 
this seminar was extremely 
positive as those in atten-
dance were very interested in 
learning more about the de-
gree programs at Texas Tech 
to include the parents of sev-
eral students.  This particu-
lar workshop also resulted in 
several students and parents 
choosing Texas Tech as their 
university. One outcome 
from the Ha Noi Recruiting 
Seminar was an invitation to 
conduct an additional semi-

nar at Duy Tan University in Da Nang.  
This semi-private small university cur-
rently offers undergraduate courses of 
study and our seminar included approxi-
mately 60 students, faculty and staff.

The TTU recruiting effort in Vietnam 
was a tremendous success.  We look for-
ward to continuing these projects that 
enhance the international reputation of 
our remarkable university.  In these and 
all of our endeavors, we are very thank-
ful for the support we receive from all of 
the Friends of the Vietnam Center. ó
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A delegation of archivists from the 
State Records and Archives Department 
of Vietnam (SRADV) visited the Vietnam 
Archive in August to participate in a 
digitization workshop and sign a coop-
erative agreement with the Archive.  The 
visit was part of a nationwide trip that 
included stops in Washington, D.C and 
Boston.

The delegation included SRADV 
Director General Dr. Tran Hoang, Deputy 
Director Ms. Nguyen Thi Tam, Director 
of the Scientific Research Center Ms. Tiet 
Hong Nga, Deputy Chief for Planning 
Ms. Le Thi Bao Lien, and Director for 
Security Preservation Mr. Vu Van Sach.

Before arriving in Lubbock, the del-
egation traveled to Washington, D.C. 
and toured the Library of Congress and 
the National Archives.  The group then 
departed for Boston, where they toured 
the Northeast Document Conservation 
Center.  They ended their two-week trip 
to the U.S. with a three-day visit to Texas 
Tech and the Vietnam Archive.

Vietnam Archive staff conducted a 
digitization workshop for the SRADV del-
egation.  The two-day workshop focused 
on digitization methods used in the cre-
ation of the Virtual Vietnam Archive, the 
online resource providing access to 2.8 
million digitized documents.  Workshop 
sessions focused on planning digital proj-
ects, scanning documents and large for-
mat items, photographs, microfilm, and 
creating digital files from audio/visual 
materials.  The Vietnamese delegates 
were very receptive to the information 
and are anxious to develop digital proj-
ects in their home country.

Also on the agenda was the signing 
of a memorandum of understanding 
between Texas Tech’s Vietnam Archive 
and the State Records and Archives 
Department of Vietnam.  This coopera-
tive agreement entails the organizations 
exchanging documents and materials, 

jointly developing exhibits, and sharing 
ideas and information through additional 
workshops.  To initiate this new arrange-
ment, Dr. Hoang presented the Archive 
with a facsimile of Dr. Dang Thuy Tram’s 
military personnel file.  Dr. Tram’s war-
time diary is housed at the Archive. 

The Vietnam Center and Archive was 
pleased to provide SRADV with informa-
tion about our digitization efforts.  We 
look forward to working with SRADV in 
the future thanks to our cooperative ag-
grement with their organization. ó

Vietnamese Delegation Visits Archive
Vietnam Archive signs agreement 
with the National Archives of Vietnam

By Mary McLain Saffell, C.A.

About Us
The Friends of The Vietnam Center 
newsletter is a quarterly publication 
produced by the Vietnam Center and 
Archive at Texas Tech University.  
Articles are written by staff or 
reprinted from other publications with 
permission.  Newsletter layout and 
design produced by Victoria Lovelady, 
Senior Editor for the Vietnam Center 
and Archive.  You may contact her by 
email at victoria.lovelady@ttu.edu.

Top:  Vietnam Center Director Dr. Steve Maxner (left), and SRADV Director General Dr. Tran Hoang 
(right) sign memorandum of understanding.  Bottom:  Dr. Hoang (right) presents Dr. Maxner (left) 
with a facsimile of Dr. Dang Thuy Tram’s military personnel file.



vietnam.ttu.edu6  

The Vietnam Center hosted its an-
nual trip to Southeast Asia from July 1 
through July 31, 2007, as part of the 
Lee Roy Herron Scholarship program.  
This scholar-
ship allows the 
Vietnam Center 
to escort a group 
of graduate and 
u n d e r g r a d u -
ate students to 
Southeast Asia 
as part of the 
Study Abroad 
program at 
Texas Tech al-
lowing students 
to learn first-
hand about the 
history, culture, 
and people of 
that region of 
the world.  This 
year’s recipi-
ents included 
James Barber 
( H i s t o r y ) , 
Dana Dang (Biology), Gary Jones 
(International Affairs), Rosa Phifer 
(History), John Southard (History), and 
Natalie Swindle (Sociology).  Also along 
for this trip was Dr. Jeff Woods, associ-
ate professor of history at Arkansas State 
Technological College, who conducted 
research for a book about the life of 
William Colby, former US Ambassador 
and Director of Central Intelligence.  Dr. 
Ron Milam, assistant professor of his-
tory at Texas Tech served as our faculty 
advisor for the trip while Mr. Khanh Le, 
associate director for Vietnamese Affairs 
for the Vietnam Center, provided his 

indispensable services planning and co-
ordinating our activities.  Dr. Stephen 
Maxner, Director of the Vietnam Center, 
led the delegation. 

For most of our students, this was 
their first travel outside of the United 

States and it provided them with a study 
abroad experience unlike any other of-
fered at Texas Tech.  As the students 
departed Lubbock, they soon realized 
that the twenty-hour trans-Pacific flights 
literally took them half way around the 
world.  The delegation arrived in Hanoi, 
Vietnam, where the students immediate-
ly experienced the oppressive heat and 
humidity so often described by American 
veterans of the war.  

While the weather in Vietnam has 
not changed much since the 1960s and 
1970s, the temperament of the people 
and country certainly has.  One of the 

most notable experiences for our stu-
dents is the overall friendliness of the 
Vietnamese people.  From North to 
South, they are easy to smile and eager 
to interact with Americans.  This is par-
ticularly the case with the younger gen-
eration of Vietnamese, which is extreme-
ly important in a country where roughly 
two-thirds of the population is less than 
thirty years of age. 

The delega-
tion started this 
trip visiting 
many sites of 
history and cul-
ture in Hanoi 
as well as vari-
ous US govern-
ment offices.  
The cultural 
sites included 
the Temple of 
Literature, the 
oldest univer-
sity in Vietnam 
created in the 
11th Century.  
The timing of 
our visit was 
fortuitous as it 
coincided with 
the national 
university en-

trance examinations.  As a result, the 
Temple was full of students praying and 
burning incense in the hopes of perform-
ing well enough to gain entrance into 
university.  As there are a limited number 
of openings for new students each year, 
the process is highly competitive.  TTU 
students walked away from this experi-
ence with a much better appreciation for 
the abundance we have in the US system 
of higher education.

Another remarkable site visited 
this year was the Vietnam Museum of 
Ethnology.  This facility is dedicated to 
presenting the history of ethnic minori-

E x p l o r i n g  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a
Recipients of the Lee Roy Herron Scholarship spend a month visiting 
Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Thailand

By Steve Maxner, Ph.D

Cao Dai Temple
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ties in Vietnam but also portrays the his-
tory of Vietnam in the immediate after-
math of the war.  What the delegation 
found most striking about this museum 
was the departure from the typical pro-
paganda and proselytizing that is so 
common in Vietnam’s 
war museums.  The mu-
seum presented a very 
balanced and critical 
view of post-war ration-
ing stamps and the many 
hardships suffered by the 
Vietnamese people under 
that failed system.

As the delegation trav-
eled through Vietnam, we 
spent time in Hue, Hoi 
An, the DMZ, Khe Sanh, 
My Lai, Ho Chi Minh 
City, Can Tho, Chau Duc 
and many other towns 
and cities.  In each city, 
we visited cultural and 
historical sites to include 
the Hue Citadel, the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail near the 
DMZ, Cham Ruins, the 
War Remnants Museum, 
the tunnel complex at 
Cu Chi, the Cao Dai 
Temple at Tay Ninh, and 
many other places.  One 
of the most emotional 
experiences for the dele-
gation took place during 
the visit to My Lai where 
the tour guide provided 
a very moving and tear-
ful description of those 
events.

During our trip, university and other 
officials throughout Vietnam greeted the 
delegation and provided our students 
with a better understanding of life, ed-
ucation, and society in Vietnam.  The 
university visits also brought wonderful 
opportunities for TTU students to meet 

with Vietnamese students allowing for 
very rewarding person-to-person inter-
actions. 

The last ten days of the trip includ-
ed stops in Vientiane, Laos, Phnom 
Penh and Siem Reap, Cambodia, and 

Bangkok, Thailand.  Travel to these three 
countries provided our Herron scholars 
with a much broader understanding of 
Southeast Asia and the many regional 
distinctions that exist between the coun-
tries in that pat of our world.  Phnom 
Penh was a powerful experience for the 

E x p l o r i n g  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a
entire delegation as we visited the Tuol 
Sleng Prison and the Killing Fields of 
Cheong Ek, the horrific reminders of the 
Khmer Rouge genocide.  

As we traveled throughout Southeast 
Asia, the delegation also received brief-

ings at the US Embassies as well 
as from the Joint POW/MIA 
Accounting Command in Hanoi.  
All of these briefings provided 
our students with a much deeper 
understanding of the intricacies 
of working in these countries as 
well as a better appreciation for 
the services provided our country 
by America’s diplomats and mili-
tary personnel who serve in these 
positions.  The briefing from the 
Lao Embassy was particularly in-
formative and detailed.  The big-
gest surprise, however, occurred 
in Cambodia when the delegation 
met with Ambassador Joseph A. 
Mussomeli.  Both briefings pro-
vided our students with a far bet-
ter appreciation of the challenges 
faced by these two countries eco-
nomically, socially, and politically.

The 2007 Vietnam Center 
Study Abroad in Southeast Asia, 
sponsored by the Lee Roy Herron 
Scholarship, was a stunning 
success for the entire delegation.  
Tech students came away from 
this trip with a far greater 
appreciation for the history and 
culture of the region.  Perhaps 
of equal importance, they came 
home to the US with a far deeper 
appreciation for the many blessings 
and opportunities we enjoy in our 

country, making them better students 
and citizens.   ó

If you would like to contribute to the Lee 
Roy Herron Scholarship or to the Vietnamese 
or Cambodian Student Scholarships, please 
contact us at 806-742-3742.

Floating market on Canal in Bangkok

TTU and USSH students
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For two weeks in August of this year, a 
group of researchers from the 
Joint POW/MIA Accounting 
Command (JPAC) visited The 
Vietnam Archive in search of 
clues to aid in their continu-
ing search for U.S. service-
men still missing since the 
end of the war in Vietnam.  
JPAC is part of the U.S. 
Department of Defense and 
is responsible for locating 
all of America’s missing as a 
result of any of our nation’s 
military conflicts.  There are 
approximately 1,800 soldiers 
still reported missing from 
the Vietnam War.

JPAC is experienced in 
using the resources of the 
Vietnam Archive.  The orga-
nization visited the Archive 
back in 2003 and since that 
visit they have utilized the 
Virtual Vietnam Archive 
and have found numerous 
leads in their continuing in-
vestigation for the missing.  
A collection at the archive 
that has been very useful to 
JPAC is the Captured North 
Vietnamese Documents of 
the Combined Document 
Exploitation Center (CDEC).  
This collection is also housed 
at the U.S. National Archives and the 
Vietnam Archive’s copy of the CDEC col-
lection was purchased from them.  The 
CDEC collection is located entirely on 

microfilm and was photographed and put 
into microfilm format during the conflict 
in Vietnam.  Special machines created by 

IBM were used to microfilm the collec-
tion and each frame was given a binary 
code so that individual frames could 
be easily recalled using specific dates.  

Unfortunately, these machines were left 
behind and because the cataloging of the 
collection was done by machines that no 
longer exist, the CDEC collection is ex-
tremely difficult to search.  Locating a 
particular document within the collec-

tion is incredibly time con-
suming and labor intensive.  
The collection totals 954 
reels and contains an aver-
age of 1,500 to 3,000 frames 
on each reel, so locating a 
particular document in this 
immense collection is almost 
impossible without looking at 
each frame on each reel.

The Vietnam Archive rec-
ognized this problem and 
began digitizing the CDEC 
collection in 2004.  Through 
the generosity of the Houston 
Endowment who provided 
grant funding for this project, 
a high-speed microfilm scan-
ner was purchased to digi-
tize the CDEC collection as 
well as the other microfilm 
collections contained at the 
Vietnam Archive.  Since the 
beginning of this project, a 
number of part-time student 
staff members have pains-
takingly entered the details 
of each document into the 
Virtual Vietnam Archive.  This 
process has provided a valu-
able resource to JPAC and 
other researchers by allowing 
the CDEC collection to be eas-
ily searched using key terms 

and date ranges.  For the first time since 
the war, these documents can be easily 
located by anyone with an internet con-
nection.  To date, approximately 24,000 

T h e  C o n t i n u i n g  S e a rc h  F o r 
A m e r i c a ’ s  M i s s i n g

Researchers visit The Vietnam Archive in search of clues to assist in the 
search for U.S. servicemen still missing in action from the Vietnam War

By Victoria Lovelady

Top:  The high-speed microfilm scanner purchased by the Vietnam Archive.   
Bottom:  JPAC researcher James Coyle searching through CDEC microfilm.
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T h e  C o n t i n u i n g  S e a rc h  F o r 
A m e r i c a ’ s  M i s s i n g

CDEC documents are available on the 
Virtual Vietnam Archive.  Thousands of 
CDEC documents are still waiting to be 
placed on the Virtual Archive, but this is 
an ongoing process that will continue for 
years to come.

James Coyle, a JPAC re-
searcher, explained that the 
CDEC documents on the 
Virtual Vietnam Archive have 
been very useful and that 
this collection remains a top 
priority in JPAC’s search for 
the missing.  Coyle and his 
team of two other research-
ers, Minh Vu and Tuan Tran, 
said that the 12 page guide 
attached to the CDEC collec-
tion is almost unusable, so the 
archive’s digitization efforts 
are very useful towards allow-
ing them to more effectively 
search the contents of this 
collection.  During the team’s 
visit, the researchers searched 
through personnel rosters of 
enemy units in the portion of 
the CDEC collection that has 
not yet been placed on the 
Virtual Archive.  These person-
nel rosters are very valuable 
to JPAC because it helps them 
discover names of Vietnamese 
who were witnesses to various 
events.  Coyle explained that 
the information contained 
in the CDEC collection gives 
them a lot of background in-
formation which is useful to 
the JPAC analysts when they 
carry out their investigations in Vietnam 
because they know the context in which 
events took place and information about 
units that might have been involved.  

Having this knowledge enables the ana-
lysts to ask better questions when con-
ducting their field investigations.  Coyle 
also said that he and his fellow research-
ers are hoping to be able to turn some 
of the names on the personnel rosters 

into leads for investigation.  This oc-
curs when they target a specific person 
because they were in a unit that was 
involved with an incident involving the 

loss of an American who is now unac-
counted.  “Some of the stuff we printed 
out was just to offer our analysts back at 
the unit an idea of the types of materials 
that are available online, but also those 
personnel rosters and a number of other 

items that we recovered we 
hope will be very valuable” 
Coyle said. 

One of the objectives of 
this research group’s visit 
was to gain a better idea of 
where certain items are lo-
cated within the CDEC col-
lection so they will be able 
to conduct more effective 
online searches when they 
return home.  Another main 
purpose of their visit to the 
archive was to survey the 
entire catalogue of holdings 
at the archive and determine 
what other collections might 
be useful.  “The John Prados 
Collection is a very valuable 
resource because it contains 
a year’s worth of govern-
ment records that have the 
enemy order of battle – that 
meaning the enemy units 
that were known to be op-
erating in Vietnam and an 
estimation of the location 
where they were operating 
– this is also very valuable 
information what will help 
guide our own activities in 
Vietnam” Coyle said.

The Vietnam Archive 
will continue to place 

CDEC and other pertinent collections 
online to assist JPAC in resolving these 
cases to help bring closure to countless 
American families.   ó

Top and Bottom: JPAC researchers Minh Vu and Tuan Tran search through 
microfilm and the Virtual Archive for potential leads in their investigation.
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12th Cavalry Regiment 
Association

12th Evacuation Hospital
361st Aviation Company
A Troop, 4/12th Cavalry 

(Vietnam Era) Association
Alan J. Billings

Albert J. Roberts, Jr.
Alfred Platt

Allan Wentworth
Allen Binckley

Americal Division Veterans 
Association

Anthony G. Borra
Arthur J. Vanpuymbrouck

August W. Smith
B Troop, 2/17th Cavalry 

Association
Barry & Margaret Zorthian

Ben G. Crosby
Ben Games

Bertram G. Leach
Bill Stratton
Billy Hopper
Bob McGarry

C-119 Gunship Association
Carey Spearman

Carl Vogel
Carolyn D. Vallieres
Charles Johnston
Clint Chambers

Communist Literature
Company E (LRP) and 
Company C (Ranger) 

Association, Inc.
Cung Tran Thuy-Tien

Curtis Peoples
Daniel J. Gibson

David & June Crowell
David Stevenson

Dominick Cirincione
Don C. Thomson
Donald E. Smith

Donald F. Harrison
Donald Jackson

Dorothy Reese Bloomfield

Dustoff Association
Edward C. Kraft, Jr.
Edward H. Douglas

Ellie B. Underwood, Jr.
Emmett H. Tidd

Eric Bray
Franklin S. Whitlock

FSB Ripcord Association
Gary Jestes
Gary Larsen

Gary McMahon
Gary Roush

George E. Gray
George H. Mahon
Gordon Denniston

Greg Rivers
H. Lawrence Serra

HA(L)-3 Seawolf Association
Harold E. (Skip) Quant

Harold Winer
Hoai Ziang Duy
Hoi Bach Dang

Homer D. Smith, Jr.
Howard Burbank
Howard Holschuh

I. Richard & Carol Verrone
J. Robert Sawyer

Additions to the Archive
The Vietnam Archive’s mission is to collect and preserve the documentary record of the Vietnam War. The first col-

lection received by the Archive - a package of letters from a Navy hospital corpsman to his family while serving in 
Vietnam - symbolizes our commitment to preserve the record of individuals and provide greater understanding of 
their experiences. While the Vietnam Archive continues this commitment as its primary objective, it has expanded its 
collection policy to include records of veterans’ organizations and scholars of the period as well as other individuals 
and organizations who share experiences from the war in Vietnam.  In addition to collecting materials related to the 
American experience in Vietnam, Thailand, Laos, and Cambodia, the Vietnam Archive also collects materials related to 
the North and South Vietnamese perspectives, as well as the perspectives of allies who fought alongside each nation. 
While much attention is given to the military and diplomatic aspects of the war, the Vietnam Archive also strives to 
preserve the records of people indirectly involved in the conflict and those active on the home front, including family 
members of soldiers and pro-war and anti-war advocates.  If you are interested in donating to the Vietnam Archive, 
please visit our website at www.vietnam.ttu.edu or call us at (806) 742-9010.

The Vietnam Archive would like to 
thank the following individuals and 

organizations for their collection 
contributions this year. For more 

information about the contents of any 
of the collections listed here, 

please visit:
www.vietnam.ttu.edu/virtualarchive
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JAK Films Inc.
James B. Clopton
James Banerian

James Evans
James Gibler
James Holt

James I. (Jim) McDaniel
James K. Bruton

James L. Holloway, III
James Reckner

James Willbanks
Jennifer Young

Jim Stanitz
Joel M. Shanus
John C. Wiren

John H. (Dutch) DeGroot
John Hauge

John Sciascia
John W. Mountcastle

Jonathan Hood
Joseph Welsh
Joy Wilkerson
Juanita Harlan

Ken Sluis
Kenneth R. Bowra

Kevin Sailsbury
Kirby Lawson
Lap Minh Siu

Larry Flanagan
Larry Fletcher
Larry Fraser
Larry Rush

LCDR Jack Graf Memorial 
Naval Intelligence Liaison 

Officers (NILO)
Lee Hirschel

Leonard A. Clapes
Linh Duy Vo
Lou Lantner

Lu Lan
MacAlan Thompson

Malcolm P. East

Mark Albertson
Mary Ruth Thurmond

Michael Banek
Michael Cook

Michael D. Bradbury
Michael Igoe

Michael Ray Goode
Nguyen Ky Phong

Nguyen Manh Hung
Nguyen Vy Khanh

Noonie Fortin
Oscar Cruz Gonzales

Patricia Clark
Patricia Pelley
Paul Clayton

Paul H. Minert
Paul Minert
Penni Evans
Perry Keeton
Peter Rollins

Philip M. Worley
Phillip F. Thomas
Quang D. Nguyen

Ralph Reinhart
Raymond M. Scurfield
Reginald H. Brockwell

Rene A. Garza
Richard (Dick) Detra

Richard Burks Verrone
Richard C. Harder

Richard Duckworth
Richard E. Ring
Richard E. Wood

Richard M. Atchison
Robert Bruce Haldeman

Robert E. (Gene) Marshall
Robert E. Lawrence
Robert L. Charters

Robert M. Holt
Robert R. Arnau
Robert Singer

Robert T. Hoehn

Robert Vaughn
Rolf Berger

Ronald Draper
Ronald Navratil
Roy E. Moffett
Sherry Perry

Society of Combat Search 
and Rescue (CSAR)
Stephen E. Gregory, Jr.

Steve Sherman
Ted Saunders

Terence Maroste
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia 

Brotherhood
Thomas A. Veigh

Thomas B. Wood, Jr. CW4, 
USA, Ret.

Thomas Eichler
Thomas J. Barnes

Tien Nguyen
Tien The Nguyen

Tom Lish
Tommy A. Odiorne (O.D.)

Tommy Carver
Tran Si Lam

U.S.S. Frank E. Evans 
Association

USS Richard B. Anderson 
(DD-786) Association
Van Michael Davidson

Vic Freilich
Vietnam Helicopter Pilots 

Association (VHPA)
Vietnamese American 
Heritage Foundation

Virginia W. Martin
W. Howard Plunkett
William E. Kirkland

William F. Eads
William Foulke
William R. Wolf

Yen Huong
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