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INTBLLIGBNCB MBMOftANOUM 

Summary 
Attack. aga1n.t major 1n4uotr1al plant. in North Vietnam have ;1 ven a new dimenaion to the 'air war .in . 1967; Damage to elootrio pow~r fao1U Ue. ha.,l>.en particular~y aeVere and ha. affected other.indultrieB. Modern industry, however, does not playa vital part in North vietnam'. al>11ity to meot the ne04. of tho people or to oontinua the war. De.pite the widening. air war the Rollin; Thunder pJ:'oqram remaina pre- . dominantly an interdiction campaign againat men and 1 .upplies~ Movamant ha. beoome mOra difficult, but ~ inganioue countermeasure. and det.xmlnation, backed . up with material lupport fram other communist coun­trie., .p.~ enabled Hanoi ~o meet ita own needs and to lupport the inlurg-enoy in South Vietnam. Attacks I aq_lost Ni~itary ta~qet8 have been diaruptive,. but North Vietnam'. ovei:-.ll military oapabil1tie. have not been reduced. 

" Wh1lo North Vietnam hao divorted BUbBtant1al nurn-

f
" bers of perlonnel to reoonstruotion and repair·of . bomb damage, thel. diversiona have not lignifioantly . limited Hano!'. al>111ty to infiltrate troop. into South Vietnam and will not cdppla the eoonomY. 

Civilian oaaUlltiea in North Vietn.m are rising .a the acope and intenlity of the air war inor ...... The estimated total numJ)er of oivilian oasualties--

Nei'l . ~hlB m.mo~a~dwm waf p~OdUd.d ,ot.lH bH CIA. ~aB pr.pa~.d 4o~n~tH by ih. 0fl'o. of Eoonom~o R ••• a~gh and the 0ltio. ·of au~~.ni Int.llig.no •• , ,,' APPROVED FOR R£lEASE 
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'3~DOD ,killed and wounCled--remainB IIrlall, bowever, 
in relation to the population of 19 1lli1Uon an4 to 
the 172,000 attack sorties againlt targets in the 
north·. " 

P~blic morale in North Vietnam appears to be ~ 
ho14ipg up fairly well, despite, growing har4ships. 
Al though ,lome signs of war-we.rine •• are beooming 
evi4ent, the people in general appear willing to put 
up with their many diffioulti •• and to respond to ' 
the Hanoi regimefs direotion. There bave been no 
reports of open opposition. It:1.1 too early to . . 
gauge 'the effeota of the recent bombing of targets· 

. in' the Hanoi ·area previously regarded' al Paafe._" 
As the bomb damage" _ca8ualt1ea', and hardships mount, 
the regime may be hard p:'esled to keep morAle at a . 
latiafaoto:'y level. The evidenoe ~o date ~~9geBta, 1\ 
hOwever, that morale is not 'likely to pose a major 
problem. in the neAr future. 
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t. llamasa to Ji:Qonomio, MilitarY, ana :Logistic Targets 

Rff.cta of PhYsioal Damase 

1. Almost 64,000 attack sorties were 'flown in the 
first aeven months ot 1967, oompared to 82,000 ,1n 1966. 
Attaoks ~va1n.t ~.jor 1nduotrial plant. and ~portant 
military targets have given new dimensions to the air 
WAr in 1967'. In terms of aorties, howev.:, the Roll­
in; Thunder Prog~am ramaina preponderantly an inter­
diotion effort' against ~an8port.tion routes and .other 
loqiat10 ta,geta primar11y 1n the louth •• n part of 
the ,country. . 

2. The oumulative effeots of the bombipil pro-. , 
gram. have aaused numerous 'management ana logistic p,,"ob­

·.lems for the North Vietnameas' -and" have raiaed the 
cost of Hanoils support of the 'insurgency'in SOQ.tb 
Vietnam. The movement of men and Bupplie. has become 
more diffioQ.lt and time consuming and a ,Q.b8tant1al 

. volume of war ana war-supporting material has been de­
stroyed in transit. As shown in the following tabula~ 
tion, the estimated direot coat of damage 'intlio~ed 
was greater for tbe first seven montbs' of 1967 tban 
for'the year 1966, a~ge to military ta~get. 80 far _ 
in 1967 'has been more than doublothe amount 1nfl1oted 
in 1966.* : 

Million US.! 

TYpe of Target' !lli 1,966 Jan-Jul'1967 

Economic 36.2 93;3 95.3 ' 

Military 32.5 19.1 U.8 

!rot.l 68.7 ' 112.4 ' 140.1 
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'3. The North Vietnamese, howeve:r:, have .hown 
great ingenuity and determination in developing 

. aounterinea:auz:oes agalnlt the aix attaoka. Theae 
oountermeasures offset, in large part, the effeots 
of d~gs inflioted ~y the ~ombing. HeavY attacks 
on linea of transportation thus have not auooeeded 
in out~i~q route aapaoities to the point where the 
small flow Qf supplies -needed to support the 'insur­
gency in South Vietnam haa been signifioantly' impeded • 

. In addition, the Worth VietnAmese'have been able to 
maintain eBsential economic aotivities and thUB supply 
the baaic needa of the population while continuipg 
the war effort. 

4. North Vietnam has been able to abmorb the 
punishment of the Air war largely becauBB of the aid . 
it haa reoeived f~om other'COmmunist oountries. The 
flow of aid has·been increaaing and far exceeds the 
ooat of damage inflioted from' the air. ' 

1965 

1966 

N8asurable 
Damage' 

69 

112, 

1967 (lIt' 140, 
leven 
IIOnthl) 

Inc.1ustrY 

MUll-on US 9 
Eoonom1a and Military Aid 
From Communist countries 

395 

, 720 ' 

525 

5. ~he exten.ion of the Rollipg ~una.r ~rpgr.m 
during 1967 to inolude attack. aga1nlt impo.tant in­
duatrial facilitiel has .~gnifioant1y damagsa Ilorth 'I' 
Vietnam'e small mac.1arn industry. Large-.oale in~~8-
trial 'production hal virtually caa •• 4. About .'D"per­
oent.of the oentral electrio generating aapRcity is . 
currently out ot operation. 'All of the aentral,generat­
ing plant. in the main Hanoi-Haiphong network, with 
the exoeption ot the Hanoi plant it.elf, have baen 
out ot serviae .ince ear.ly June I . 
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6. The countryl. only cement plant--at 
Ha1pho~g--hal ceased production bacauBe of bomb 
damage and the 10 •• ot it. eleotrio power 8upply. 
Tbe' coutry'. only metallu~iioal plant--at ~hai 
Nauyen--whioh produced pig iron tor export and 
~abrioated matal produots. from imported ,teel has 
oeased production for the aame realons. ~he 
only explosives plant has been aut ot o~ration 
for two yearB and the production of apatite 
and coal, both p~ev1ausly exported in quantity, 
have been drastioally reduced. One cf the coun­
try'. two textile plants hal been heavily dam~gedr 
produotion in the .mall tertili.er and ohemical 
industry has Qeen curtailedr and paper produc­
tion haa been reduced by 80 per.cent, 

. ,. Modern .tnc1uatry, . however, 40es not play ·1 
A vi tal part in North Vietnam's &bili ty to oontinue·· 
the war. PIPCO'. plant in Alexandria generateB 
five timee the power that allot North Vietnam'. 
power plants produced before the bombing. The 
economy is essentially agrarian and moat of the 
demand for oonswmer goods ia met by local and 
handicraft industries which have been expanded 
linoe the start of the bOmDipg. 

'l'ranHPort.ation 

8. Attacks aqainst, tranaportat1on have been 
heavy throughout the Rolling Thunder program; Nearly 
'100 milliOn in 4amage haB'boen ~nfl~ot'd on the 
transportation system and transport equipment·, 

9. OVer 660 ins·tanos. of aerious: d~ge have 
been reoorded_~i_inst h~ghway and railrOAd bri~gea 
and various type_ of bypalsea. At leaat 50 major 
railroad yards on all of the railroad lines have been 
attacked, al well as numerous aidings, spurs, and 
atations. Highway faoilities suoh' a. truok parks, 
transshipment areas, fords, and .apply areaa have 
a180 been heavily damaged, ~ranliort.tion equipment 
has been attacke4 extensively. P lot. reported 
de8troyi~g nearly 4,000 trucks and nearly 2,000 oars 
through July 1967. 
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10.. Ai~ .t~il<e. ~\Iainst .t~ansl'D~tation during the first months of 1967 'followed the 's"",s general potte~n a. in 1965 and 1966, with.trika. diracted mainly south of Qanoi but with.ome attaoks against rail~oad yar4s fa~th.r north and ~\Iain.t bri~ge" on the more important ra11roa4 linea, especially the two leAding to China. The road Bystem WAS not appreoiably dama\led altho~\Ih traffio wa •• lowed at tim •• by frequent interdictions. 

11.' Sinoe late "June, ooncentrated, simultaneous attacks have been carried out against targets on all northern ra11roa4 11nea., Attaoks against the ,"oad .ystam in the .o~th have also increaeed. OeatfUotion and demagB to tr~n8port.tion equipment of all types have "reached new highs. More reoently, .in A~9'U8t, key targets in.the' for.mer restrioted areAS Around Hanoi and in the 25-mile bufter zone 'along the Chi­neSB border have been struck, including ·the 'important Ooumet Bridge aver the Red River, the'Canal des Rapides Bri4g8, I.nd several yarde and bri~ges at Larg Son, 'near the Chinese border. This recent damage ·It'. will present tho No:th Vietnamese with formidable' ) repair prcblams. In view ot the demonstrated ability 'i; of tha North Vietnamese .to z:osators damage, thea. '. Ii attaoks will not, .however, oreate'a serious decline II in ea.ential transpoz:otation aar.vice. . 
lIili tOry !l'arqets. 

12; !l'he~g8inflioted on military tapilets ~ has had little .~qnifioant 1mpaot on North Vietnam'. U oVer-all militarY oapabilitie.. Attaoks against these ta:rgeta hav., .however, disJ:upted nomal mili­tary activiti_s, cauled the abandonment ct many faoilities such aa barracks and 8upply depots, and , forced wid •• p~e.4 dioper.al of equipment. Ammunit10n depot. are the only military target. that have been, damaged oignif1cltltly. Nonethele •• , (j:he 10 •• of . about' '.80 pe~cent of ammunition Btor~9". 'capacity has had no measurable 'impact on the avallability of anununition, la:rge1y lIec.u._ new 'supplies OAn be r8.411y i~ported:J 
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13'- The North Vietnamese have been able '.to 
strengtben and u.p+ove the 'oapab1l1 ty of many mlli­
ta,rY'IYBtema, deap1 tetba Air attacks. IlUdpli tbe ' 

. paat .three 'yearB, .Hano~ hal developea its 'air deferise . 
from a rudimenta~y state to a complex, sophisticated 
.• yetem. 

14., 'I'be oUl1\ulativedamageto military target. 
througb JU,ly 1967,10 estimated at $96.4 million. 
Lolses' of aircraft and damage to barrackS complexes' 
comprised most of this dam~9'e. 

Restoration and COuntermeAsures 

15. Three principal factors have 'accounted for 
North Vietnam1a aUQC8SB in reatoring traffio in the . 
face of destruction and damage 'to the t~anlportation 
.yatem. First, :North Vietnam's transport system, . 
altho~gh rudu.entary, 1. b~ghly d1verlif1ed, and i. 
required eo carry only a small volume of .traffic 
oompared to its oapacity. ~he 'second factor is the 
rapidity with which repaira have been completea, 
along with ,the .ucoeaa of countermeasures. , Third, 
othur Communist countries have provided sufficient 
railroad rolli~ stook,' motor vehioles 'and water, .. 
craft to oompeiulate ,for 108ses.. 'l'he ability of the 
North Vietnamese ',to use all types of p:dmi tive, , '. 
transport ha~ also contributed to the 'Buccess of 
theiir oountermeasures:, 

16 ." 'l'he ·effeo·ts of bomb damage .to the. trans- l~ 
portation .BYlt_ have not only been sucoessfully " 
oountered, the .oapaci.ty of the :ayatem alBa has been 
inareaaed at the. 'same time.', Repaira, to important : 
bridges·, damaged extenIJivaly and sometimes repeat­
ed.ly, have been oompleted' in a matter, of days.. I'or 
example" ,the Doo Gio"g 1I011ro.d and H~gbway Dr1!'g_, 
be&vi,ly damaged on 30 April 1967, :wal restored to 
traff10 by 1 May. 

17., Coun:tetmealures 'empl.oyed to maintain the: 
flow of traffic at vulner'able 'stream orosBings 
include 'oonstruction of fords, oausn,ay. t' ferries" 
light and heavy pontoon N:i~e.'f and a8 many al 
two to three altetnate bridge '.truoturea. Cratera 
in roads, .railroad llnei and yarOs :are 'filled 
quickly and quantities of rail.oao! raU and ti •• 
are :stockea at advantagBoue location., 
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Elotitr!o Power. 

18. Hanoi 10 finlling it har4 to ropair the . 
damaged power pl,nt.. MOlt of the rebuilding 
reqUires ·foreign tachnical and material Asslstanoe 
and l~g periOds of construction. Pet.i.tent 
efforts to restore damaged power plante to partial 
opetation during 1965 and 1966 were largely thwarted 
by restrikes. "ho .overe aamage infliote4 by 
.trike. in the first half of 1967 appears to have . 
resulted in general abandonment of reconstruction 
efforts. ror th& palt four montha, there has been 

,no observed. reoonstruction effort at aeven of the· 
main faoilities in tho Hanoi-Haiphong network. 

19. North \7ietnam· haa Dounteted the lOla 
of "C.antral generating plants by importing 80me 

; 2,.000 .di •• el ... driven· generatin.g setl during the 
past two yeat's" Moat of tha' .d1.s.1& are' .-mall, 
however, .and cannot be read1.1y operated in parallel" 
within a power transmission network, nor can they 
cover the demands of heavy, oontinuous~prooeBI 
indus~ry. A few·of the ·larger diaael units re­
ported are ·looatQd in undergroun4 faoilities in 
Hanoi to supplomenttheliRdte4 power .upply in 
that ci.ty. The imported 4i ••• l uni ta oannot re­
place more :than .bout ten peroent of tbe oapacity 
of central power plants out of operation, but 
th~y probably produoe aufficient eleotrioity for 
war ... related acti'\l'ities ·an4 for ealential services. 

20;. Attack. ·against pet"roleu"ra bulk 8tor~ge 
faoilities have destroyed more ·than 85 peroent of 
the" ·JCB-targeted national oapacity. ~hia lOBI haa 
been effeotively oountered, ~cwever, !J)y an exten­
aive .system of diapersad etor~9'e, ;muoh of wh.1.ch . 
was ·installed before :the ma1oJ:' damage ·ooourred. 
More .than lOG .wel·l oonoealed or protected etor~9.e . 
sites:, )lith .• total estimated capaoity of between 
30,0.00 '.an4 40,.000 tone, .ara ·now cUeparaed· thro}lgh .... 
out North Vietnam. The widespread us. of 55~gallon 
druma a180 provides: ·additional storage oapacity 
ana incre •• e4 flexibility. 'I'hel:OIIIaining bulk 
atora;e, disperse" tanka and drWA&, .give. North 
Vietnam a ator~ge capaoity equal to' about two ... thirds 
of pr •• triko bulkoapaci,ty. 
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. : 21. lmpo~t. of petroleum have not only bean 
maintained but h.vo inoreaBed during ,the first five 
months of 1967. Although import. dsor.aled during 
June-July, atook. at .the end of July were ·.Btima~.d 
to be equivalont to nearlY 120 ,days of supply., I 
~here i. no evidenoe that the bombing of petroleum 
ta~q8tB ba. seriously weakened the eoonomy, produoed 
e~gnifioant ehorhges of petroleum, ,or diminiahed 
North Vietnam's .bility to support military aotiv­
itiee and the infiltration of men and supplies into 
Lao. and Soutb Vtetnam. 

Manpower 

22.. Hanoi has been: toX'oed to divert an ea"ti­
mated 300,000 ,fUll-time and 300,000 'to 400,000, 
part-time work.ers for X'8oona.truation and repair. 
Altho~h .the total number of peraonnel diverted may 
bave limited somewhat North Vietnam's capability 
for sustained large-acale opeX'ationa in south Vietnam, 
the 'diversion. do not significantly limit it. ability 
to infiltrate troopa in~o South Vietnam or to oon­
tinue to counter the Rolling Thunder pr99ram. Moat 
workers perfoxm only manual labor :z:-equi~ing no 
apecial skills, and can easily be reoruitiad from : 

, grou~8 of ci.ty evacuee .. , .farms, and. tilihip9 v111~ge8' '. " 
with a minimum ot dislooation to the ·economy. As ! 
lo!'l,9' as the .populat10n continuea to support the . ~ 
regime and imports ot necessary equipment continue, 
North Vietnam will not be faced with a oripp11pg 
.hort~ge at labor, unles8 lOllS. and/or infiltration 
in the south .inoreAse sharply. 
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. Value of Pamagolnfliotea py the Rolli~g T~unaer pr~gram!l 
1965T~ro~gh JUly 1967 . 

.. 

Eoonomic Facilities and Equipment lIilitary Faoilitie. and Equipment 

Direct L·CBiBes 

lUIilroad/H~ghw.y Bri<\g •• 
othe:r:". Transpo:r:t 

Faoilities" 
Transport Equipment 
Bleotrio Powerplants 
Manufaoturing Faoili tin 
petroleum . 
Miscellaneous. 

.... .;,;.10-1 . , ".'} SUBTOTAL . 

Indireo"t Loasea 

Jxport.et 
lIgrioulture!!l 
Fiahipg 

SUBTOTAL 

TOTAL l!iCONOlilC 

lIillion 
US,· 

: 28.·3 . 

, 7.·1 . 
.5'9.1 
: 27·.3 . 
17;5 
, 7.'4 , 

1.9 

148.6 . 

, 25.4 . 
: 42.5 '. 

8.3 

,!t!!. 

Direot: Loalea 

Barraak.s . 

Ammunition, )Gotor 
Vellioleand Su!,!,ly 
Pe!'ot. 

Radar and Ccmununications 
Sit •• . 

SAIl Sitee 
Ai .. f1e14. :and Naval 

Baa8s· 
Airoraft 
Naval Craft . 
MiBael·laneou8 

TOTlIt. IIlLITl\RY 

a. 80mll "BtU/at .. Ql'. -tnoompls"t •. beoaues of .inad.qu.atdl 

lIillion 
US, . 

: 28·,·2 

12.5 : 

· 2.8 . 
· 5.0 

: 2.·5 
30 :8 
· 4.6 . 
10 ... 0 . 

96.4 . 
= 

. ~o.t.t~~k. ·pho.tog~ .• phy. . . .. 
. b. ·Inor.ud'~g :lmpol''ts. of "sment ne" ••• tiat,d b" th •. loss· of 

p:rod'Uotton at .the. Ra.tphorag .O.m.nt .P'tant.· 

. ", 

. o. A'tho~gh. 4'D:>.4088. tn ·~'.J'''DuttUl'az. pJloduotton a:r19 
• "bH".~~ ~y att".ibutod snH". ~y to tho. ind~" •• t'ff.ato of tho 
bomb-tp.gJ an unknown paJlt -£8 th, l"·BUtt of »lIath.JI and otheJl 
nt:ttuJlat oaU8.'. 
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II. ClovUion C •• ualtl.o. 

1. Tho number of oivilian oa.ualties caussd by 
the Rolling Thunder Program continuea to mount as the 
acope and' intensity of' the air war in North Vietnam 
increase. The estimated total number of oivilian 
oasualties--43,OOO killed and wounde4--remains small, 
however, ,in relation to the population of 19 million 
and to the ',il. 72,00.0 ',attaok sorties 'against targets 1-n 
the North. North vietname.e Brigadier General Tran 
Quy Hat reoently observed in an' authoritative party 

, journal that ,-Thanks to our good preparatory work in 
talciP9 precautionary measures, our 10as8a: ar,e ln8~q ... 
nificant comp.rod with tho iptensity of the onomy 
strikes." 

2. Civilian oasualties ooour primarily as a 
re,iult of civilian involvement in war-support 
aottyities, suoli oa the repair of ):)omb dom~_qe, oivil" 
defense, ,and the 'operation and maintenanoe of 1!l9istio 
eupply linea. Relatively few civilian casualties 
have "resulted from aooic1ental bomlling of residential 
areaa. Detailed phot~graphio studies of Hanci and 
Nam Dinh show that ,air strikes in and near theBe 
urban areaa have been carried out with a minimum 
number of oivilian casualtiea. !lven in·i'ta propa­
ganda Hanoi oonoedes that moat attaoks are oarried 

. out with.a 8urprl.ingly low number of oivilian oasu­
altieS:. In the .relatively f-.,w inatancea where hea.vy 
oivilian caaualt! • .- have bcourre4, they usually have, 
resulted from the bombinq of heavily defended and 
difficult t.rget.·bordering on densely populated 
civilian ne~ghbo~hood.. . . 

3. Eatimatea oivilirm casualties for the :period. 
Februa~y 1965 - ~une 1967.~o shown in the ·followi~9 
tObulation. Thi~ty to fo~ty pe~c.nt of the total 
casualties are 'eatimated to have been killea. 

Estimated CiVilian Casualties,' North Vietnam 

1967 
1965 1966 - Jan-June Total 

6,000 . 19 ,000 . a7,BOO . . 42,BOO .. 
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4. Eltilllat •• ot c1vil1an c •• ualties in North 
Vietnam are subject to unknown ma~in. of .r~or. 
An April 1967 ,.totement ~y • r •• PQn.1~le ott1oial 
from an !las tern lIIuropean oountry, however, ,tend. to 
lupport the method uled 1n oalau1atinq these est1-
mates. The ofUoiel said that 20,00b 'North Vietnamese 
had been killed in us air raid. from Auqust 1964 to 
date.' Thi. closely oorresponda to oui aatimate of 
19,000. '.to 26,00.0. ".oivilians an4 military fsrBonnel 
killed throuqh J\lna 1967. The number ot oiviUan 
pe~8onnel "al.one ltilled duripg this period rapged from 
13,000 ·to 17 ;000. 

-12-

, 

,- . ~, 

, .. 

"-',', 

'. 
;- '., 

1 
" 

":'~"/.i;'" .... , " 

. " 

: ,.,', 
~.' -

,-, .\" 

No Foreign DiB.8M 
]ifbltil it: , " 

f~ .iAAor-f1t 



-------------------------------------

MOR! Document ID:> 14211:14211 

ttl. Morale in North Vietnam 

1. Morale in lIorth Vietnam appearo to be holding' up II 
fairly well, de.pit. the heavy burdens plaoed on the'popu­
lation by. US air ott-ikes. Available 1nfomat1on indicates 
that ,the people in general remain willinq to endure con­
.1databla hardship· _nd that .they continue to respond to 
th8: Hanoi X'!,g'1me'a direction, although aome iI~9na of war­
wearinsss &:1:'8 evident.. 'rhat's have been no reports of open 
opposition to the r~g1ma. It ia too early to gauge the 
affB~t. of the recent bombing of targets in the Hanoi area 
previously r~g'arded al uaafe ,II '. 

other" reliable sourcss who have visited there recently 'incU­
. cate that the peop1. in and around the city are adequately 

2. aaports from Western d1plamats1n lIanoi and from )~ 

. fed and clothed and that their general Attitude toward the 
_war effcn't ranges ft"OlU enthUsiasm to resignation. Although, 
our evidenoe on the rural areas is les8 detailed and direct, , 

~if~~::t~~t l~~:a~;~a'~n rn::l:a!~i t~~e:~U:::~8~~:~!~ ,:~~ 
areas 'Buffer more Stavere hardships. 

3. The regime' B effort to keep up the 'level of morale 
has been facilltated in Hanoi ~y the evacuation of non­
e.sential people. tor the most part, thOle left in the ' 
oi.ty_ are, y'oupg men .. neS woman, the element of North Vietnam­
eSB 'socie.ty 'moat enthusiastio about the war and. most respon­
sive '.to regime ,propaganda. The evaouation of old people 
and children to the' oountryside haa, however, .caused diffi­
culties 'for the younger people, _who now must commute as 
beat th.8y. oan fZ'om kanoi- to the -relooation areas in order 
to .ee their famili •• ,. The matn burden of o:r:-ganizinq the 
evacuated people 'in relooation 'oenters and ot housing and 
feeding them appear. to have fallen on the evacuees' them­
aelveil.· The 'r~9'1me reportedly has done 'little _to help them. 

. 4., The ~ew report. we have iiving details ot life in 
the 'relocation centera :t.ndioate ,that ,-the evacueea 'are find­
ing' 1t diff10ult to find tood, .educaUonalfac1UtiaB for 
thei'r ohildren, Dr " means to earn money to b~y h~ghly 
prioed essential commodities • 

. -13" 

Wo Foreign DiBsern 
]* ftc i: 

.... _;. ' 

-~ 

'--' .' 

. ".-

._ .... , . ,,', . . . 

. : .","," 
""0' 



MORl Document lD:> 14211:14211 

, , 

• 

",,,,') 
" ': 

) 

,5. Reoentl:,. interoepte4 letter. wri tten by 
North Vietnamese to relative. abroad continue to 
desoribe the burdenl placed on the populace AI a 
result of the bClllbing. Comple:l.nt. in .uch'letter. 
about food Bhort~es, Befaration from fami~y, .cas­
ualties 'amo~; relatives,' .and excessively heavy work 
loada have, gradually increaaed in intensity over 
the past two yeat's I Letters written in June and 
July 1967 from the Hanoi/Haipbong area inclu4e4 
frequent and specific complaints about food and 
water ahortages, and about eleotrio pawe~ ration­
l~g. One writer, for example, ,reported that he 
and his wife had lost cdnsiderable weight, a second 
li.ted growing apprehension for his family '. safety 
because of frequent air raids, and a third complained 
of hiB -!norea:Bi~9'ly heavy· 'wo:a:'k burden. 

6. !lIh" s'BIne letters, lloweve:a:', oontl\in atate- j) 
menta indioating that the diffioulties are atill 
well within the enduranoe levels of the populace. 
The first writer ended his letter on the reassuring 
note. ·that lIeve~bDdy ia OK", the second expressed< 
his 'oonfidence in eVentue,l Victory and his at~Qrg . 
determination to oontinua the tig~ting in spits of 
hardships, the third writar .sBured hi. relatives 
that .the family was ,"generally well and healthy. II 

, . 7. It appears from the evidenoe available j 
. that the'reg'ime 'till haB the confidence of most 

of the people, ,and that it ,.till is ablete 'exploit 
their' ange~ at the us for the air attaoks to main-
tain BUppo~t for Banoi's war policy. , 

'8. A. the diffioultie. cauoed by intensifie4 
bombings mount, the rtlgw may be unable to keep 
morale at a sati.tactory level. The evidence to 
d~te, however, a~gge8tB that this ia not likely to 
happen lOon. 
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