


; . Lo ¢ N : . ‘ P . H i .

"PREFACE”
(1968-1991)

For tuenty three yeans I had carnied the puin, quilt and angen of the
Vietram Conflict iride of me.  In 199/, [ nealized that I would neven be dble to
forget what happened duning my toun in Vietnam; Sune (967-une (968, 1 alro
nealized that we, thia nation, must neven fonget the brave men uho gave thein lives
in the line of dity, while thein countny stood divided - Fon and Aguinst thia war.
Oun goverrment. called it o conflict, To those of us who fought thene, it uus one
thing and one thing ondy.. MR, Duning the entine exintence of the (85th Anault
Helicopten Campany, the {lioht peraonnel sbaned a deep camaradenie and an attitude
thet un "All about winning”. Ve wene winning, duning the veny aggreaive ‘Seanch
and Deatnoy’ peniod of the uan. Ve believed in uwhat we wene doing. Later, when e
uenen't quite no mune, it wan all about munviving the 365 daya - the toun of duty.

Ve were close, we had to be; oun lives counted on it, day in and day aut. Joung, we
uere the paina of uan to the Jobnaon and Nixon acminiatrations, and, to thae Jiplandta
that played the van game fram important officea in Washington D.C.

L'm uniting thin Unit Hintony in honon of the young men who gave thein lives,
fon whet I atidd don't knawv;  fon those who vill neven necover fram the expenience. of
Vietram; and for all of us who neturned, acattered and alone, not to "Welcare Hane
Paraden”, but to indiffenence and nesentment. I am also wniting thia kintony in the
hopea of healing, of aparking memonies, of anmenring any questions of those people.
who unnt to knaw whet & wan neally Like in Vietnam.

You'U neven read about thia unit in any booka on hintorical mugagines because
it waan't publicized like the langen aviation unitr. Faw mps of Vietnam shaw the
Loction of Dew Tierg, oun base camp, in the midst of the Don Dien fickedin Rubber
Plantation. Whet you are about o nead in the atony of one of the tightest-bnit
aviction units o even senve in Vietran  The 168th Ausandt Helicopten Campany,
"Black Wedaw" and ita gun pletoon, "The Spidena”.

DICK DETRA, Door Gunnen

3nd FLight P[a&m 5pw,’elz4 (Gurna)
AKE. "Utemg Boy’

DX Deto
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"AGUY HIER"
-DANGEROUS -

HISTORY OF THE 188¢h ASSAULT HELICOPTER CONPANY
! Novemben 1966 - [ gu[y /968

Dau 7&2/19 - 7uy floa - L. Z, Sa[lg

Introduction

The hintony of the 1&5th Ausaalt felicopten Campany (AN, ), {rom the date it
ues activeted in Novemben (966, thnough July 1968, covens the training peniod at
Ft, Lambell, Kertucky and the combat operations againat the. inaungent comunist
forcen in the Republic of Vietnam. Duning this time the 'Black Widawn' grew fnam a
yaung, inexpenienced unit, to a highly developed, cambat neady organizetion.

Organized fon the aole purpose of cambating the camunist fonces engaged in
guerrilla varfare in Vietnam, the I88th met ita prepanation schedules and departed
for Vietnam in Aprid 1967, Fully operational by the (5th of June, the Black Widaum'
aet out to prove thein ability to the olden, mone expenienced campaniea in Vietnam.

We. aupported elements of, the 25th Infartny Division, the Civilian {nnegulon
Deferne Group (CIDG) with bonden aunveillance), the Speciol Fonces, the Navy, the
1014t Ainborne Divinion, the [at Infantny Division, the 25th ARV.N. Diviaion,
Cambodian flercenaries, and the combined fonces of The ﬂepub[c’.c of Korea, (White Horse
and Tigen Divialorn), and the [(th Anmoned Cav. Diviaion.

The (85th helicoptens fought at Kectum, Suol Da, Duc Hoa, Cu Chi, Hoc flon, Tay Nink,
Phy Hiep, Tuy Hoa, Loc Nink, Quan Loi, G Dau Ha, Trang bang, Phuc Virk, Lia Khe, Phu Bai,
Nha Be, the ThanhDien Forest, the Inon Tniangle, the Hlo Bo Woods, the Boi Lot Wooda,
the Fink Hook, the Fannots Beak, Nug Ba Den (The Black Vingin Mourdain - 3,300/,
llean Zore "D and the Asbau Valley, We fought in all anean of Vietnam: I Conpa,
11 Conpa, III Conps, 1V Conpa and into Cambodia. Fram the Carbodian borden, aoth
to the Mekong Delta, and nonth through the Central Highlands to the 2, Samewtere
close to 40,000 hours were an in canbat and in auppont of ground foncen.

The 188th AH.L. bad rumenoun set=backs. On June 2ith, virtually all Black Widaw’
aircraft wene destroyed in a montan attack. Beginning 9 Novemben (967, thnough the
1T Holidayn in Februany (968, we expenienced a succesnion of rocket, montan and smipen
attacks. Hindened ondy mamentanily by these set-backs, the Black Widaw' neven failed
to meet the nequirements of ita missiors, Courage, Camanradenie, Loyalty and Bravery in
Action follaved the ‘Black Widawm'. Oun rome wan bnawn in all of Vietram as a campany
to be. a'epem/ea/ upon; to Look up to, ard to be treated with nreapect.
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The matenial cortained in thia unit histony nepresertta only the beginning of
the atony of the ISth AA.L.

The futune of the campany in dependent upan its foundation. The I&5th built ita
fourdation on the Detemmination of the llen, Bolrtened by Counage and Baptized with Blood.
The men that follaved ua in senvice in the (88th, found that the 'Black Widawm' were
fully prepaned to meet all camitments, all missiora, and all requinemerts demanded fon
the auccess of Anmy Aviation, and itr nale in the senvice of the lnited States of Anenica.
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UNIT BACKGROUHD

The "Black liidawn ' tlew duning Wordd an 11 ar a {ixed wing aincraft unit.
Tte 185tk Annenlt Helicopten Campany uan actividted on | Novemben (966 at Ft. Campbell,
Kentucky. Ft. Campbell wan an excellent place fon activation of an aviation campany
due to its aize and the training potential existing on the reservation.

Unit training stanted on the [5th of Decemben 1966, aften the annival of all
peraonnel and the annival of tuenty-thnee -1l model helicopters, and the eight
UH~IC (Gurahipa) model helicoptens. Thene 'Slicks’ wene the newest modeds mude by
Bell flelicopten, These "Slicks’ bad the TB-L-13 tunbine engine and 540 noton head,
Thin produced greaten paven and Lift. Since the Wi~ wan muinly wied for Medi-Vac,
Troop movement and mateniad logintical muppont, we had the "Cadillac” of Hueyn going
to Vietnam, flost units stidl bad the L-11 modeds which hodd amaller rotor heads.
At Ft. Campbell, the 185th perfonmed many minsiona in aupport of the (0lat Airborne
Diviaion, and we participuted in two Field Training Exencines, (FIX). The FIX'a and
minniona that were. conducted, concentrated on the flying requined in Vietnam.

At that time, we were hopeful that oun foun montha of training (an average of
100 hours per avicton) would be. of value duning oun units atay in Vietnam. [ found it
inonic thet the unit won trained in the snaw and cold of winter, only to be tranaplarted
into the 100 - 125° tempenatunes of Vietram,

The advance party of the unit annived in-countay on 25 Apnil (967.
Meajon Jamen L. Rungee uan the unit representative. The Lampany unn asnigned an part
of the 269th Carbet Avicttion Battalion, (The Black Banona) They annived in Vietnam
on 28 Sarwary (967 and wene. baned at Cu Chi. Cu Chi, we have since detemnined, uwna
directly oven the infamoun turnel systems of Cu Chi.  Thene tunnels uere pant of an
extennive. aytem that crism—cnosmed large parta of Tay litrk Province, our Area of Openction.
The tunnels are aupponed to dete back to the time of the unn with France:

The (86th won arnigned, and to be located at Dau Tieng in the Republic of Vietnam.
Dau Téeng had one of the largest mubber processing plards in Vietnan, as well as the
Langent plantation. Oun base camp wan built across the roud fram the village, night in
the midat of the Don Dien Mickelin Rubben Plantation. Within oun campany area; we fad an
olymic aize avimning pool, camplete with e Playboy Bunny painted on the bottam. A aight
to aee fram the ain.

The advance punty began formulating the plana for the campaniea living area, the
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operational arean of the unit and itr aupport detactmerts; the 4th Signal Detachment
ard the [94th Medical Detachment, an well as the 603nd [ ransportation Detactment.

The unit Lanmanding Officen, Majon Babby &. Wotfond, annived an 30 Apnil 1967 with
the nemainden of the unit, and uaa met at Bien Hoa Ainfield by the 12th Group Executive
Officer, LIC. Sheppard. The campany personnel wene then transponted by Air Force aincraft
to Dau Tieng. TE equipment, tools and nepain parts fon the aircraft, anrived in Saigan,
and fram thene, moved by corvoy to Dau Tieng. Amsintance unn provided by the Saigon Area
Tnaruportation Camand.  Aircraft, tools and 11 conexea full of nepain parts, annived at
Vung Tau. The aincraft wene fennied to Dau Tieng by ‘Black Widay' pilots. The conexes
uene trarmported by Ain Fonce aincraft. Wonk began immediately once the main body annived.
We net up bunkers, built hootches, set up aneas fon maintenance and a aignal area fon aun
comunications. We built nevetments for aun helicoptens and we made aune oun penimeten

Pilots and crew members were sent to othen unita fon in-courdny training fon tuo
weekn, After thia training, they netumned to Dau Tieng, The unit neceived additional
‘live' training by sending 5 helicopters daily an minsiona with the 1/6th AH.L., Homneta,
(Stingers - gun platoon), stationed at CuChi, and with the 1E7th AN L., Black Hauta,
(Rat Pack - qun platoon), stationed at Tay Nink. Both companies wene onganic to the
battalion. The 116th became operational in Apnil 1967, and the I&7th became openational
inflay 1967, The [5th of June manked the day that the (88th Ansault Helicopten Campany
becare operational. Each aviation campany uos amigned to a diffenert Brigade of the
25th Infardny Division. Oun unit uon asmigned to the 3nd Brigade | 25th Infartny Diviaion
atationed at floc flon.

The unit progresed napidly, and acan it uns able to canny aut ita full load of
neaparaibility. In the months that follawed, the /85th became ane of the beat helicopter

campanies in The Republic of Vietram.
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When the 185th annived in Vietnom, Dau Tieng had only necently
been considened secure {ram enemy attacks. Oun base camp won. situcted in the
midt of a mijor V.C. ard NVA. infiltration noute and ataging anea.

The amells and the heat ( 100-125%) mixed with the extreme humidity hit
fard upon aun annival in countny. It took aame time to get acclimited, but irapite of
the hect, we wonked hand building cun new location. We erected tents, built bunkers and
facilities fon eperations and comunicationn. The cauntry van beatiful. The nich, bright
red aoid made the derse jungles ancund Dau Tieng nadiant with beautiful, lush, tropical
grauth.

June (5th, we wene operational and immediatedy began flying support for cun
carbat mianiona. Duning thia time, the 'apinit’ of the (88th was bomn. The carbat
apinit and the camaradenie continued and grew throughaut ita sfont existence of
Less than 2 yeara. The 186tk Tradition was knamn and respected. The teamwonte and
confidence in battle establisked the pride that nemains atidl, in being a 'Black Widas'.

Sune 2uth; A diraaterous aet back fon the (85th. The V.C.attacked with mortar
fire in a uell planned munprise attack. Mortan rounds nained dan on the ainfield and
aurncunding company arean. Thene were. camualtien and 9% of the aincraft were destroyed.
The Nilitany Police Detachment campound wen campletely destroged.

After thin mortan attack, the C.0. Majon Wotford, won nelieved of dity and
neplaced on June 26th by LIC. Games Midilkorten, n. In Decemben 1967, Majon Jack 0. Jobraon
wan given coamard of the I88th until the unit menged with the 0/t Ainborne in July 1968,
The. montan attack nemulted in a maintenance atand-dan of the (85th "Black Widam', but
the campary {lew a few general support and courden montan misiona duning the nemaining
6 dayn of Jure.

In oun A0, (Are of Operation), we flaw dinect aupport for the 25th Infantny
Diviaion (Electric Stradberny/; (4t Brigade 4/9 Manchus,  2/t% Golden Dragors;
ond Brigade 1/27, 2/27 Wolfhoundn; 3nd Brigade 2//2 White Wannions, and the
322 ﬂegmfam.

Tte base camp employed civilian workers and we punchosed the senvices available
inDau Tierg. The barben that we all went to forn huin cuts and shaves, wan killed in «
night anburh. He had held the atraight-nagon to oun nects and he unn Viet Cong. Since
ue locted in the midst of the enemy area, mont civilians wene V.C. on informens. This

entine anea hud been a V.C. Sanctuany since the Japarese Occupation duning WL
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lhe follaving month, the /&5th neceived apecial onders to depant Jau Tieng and
mefot/gpfyﬁéepﬁbgﬂmaﬂeaam’wnk unden the operational cortrol of the
10th Carbat Aviation Battalion. The Black Widam' made the move an 7 July 1967 and
quickly onganized operations and mainterance a0 that the unit wan fully operatioral in
a week.

The. aupport. {nam the (E5th uan extended to the White Home' and Tigen' Diviaiona
of The Republic of Konea (MK fonces in the II Conpa anea. We flew aupport fon Openation
Kil Tong Hlang.  The tennain uan very different fram the relatively flat Mekong Delta of the
111 Conpr anea. Changes in flying techniques and tactics wene nequined to msten the
predaninantly mourtainous region. The RK fonces gneatly appreciated the aupport fnam
the Black Widaw'. One event blackened an othemvise succersful endeavon. 7o the gneat
nemonse of all ‘Black Widam', tuo Spiden’ qurahips, flying withart mnning lights in the
total dantness ( canbat Standand Openating Procedures~0P), collided in mid-ain. Two flight
cnews, & men died on the night of 3/ July (967.

The (55th continued aupport fon the RK foncen fon the finat 27 weeks in Auguat,
and an the 23nd, the campany began prepaning fon it netunn to the 111 Conps anea.

Prion to depanting teh Phu Hiep/Tuy Hoa anea, the I85th was made an hononany memben of
the (0th Canbat Aviation Battalion, as a tribute to aun autstanding senvice.

Tte camany annived back at Dau Tieng at (650 hours on 2 August 1967. We had
two days to becare operational again.

Un the 3/t of August, th& ‘Black Widawm' airlifted elements of the 25th Infardny
Diviaion into an area of the Inon Triangle. [t proved to be a very 'hot' L.Z. and the
(85th uan nequined to mate foun irnertions into the Landing Zone while neceiving interue
autanatic weapans fine. A total of seven aircraft wene Ait, neaulting in thnee W.1.A. 4.
Laten that day, a ‘Black Widav' emengency Med-evac ship came unden heavy enemy fine nesulting
in the death of the doon gunnen and wounding the crew chief. Deapite the ondeal, the

Duning Septenben, thene uene numenous carbat amaults and scattened genenal missiona,
(ans & trash). On the 2nd, the 'Black Widaw' lost a dean fnierd and fellav aviaton uten
Warnart Officen James 7. Doratue wan hilled in action duning an ‘Cagle Flight' in muyppont
of the 25th Infartny Division, Despite this tragic death, the I85th pulled itself back
togethen and pusked an into the month of Octoben. The Black Widaw' managed to Hly oven
thein quota of hauns ance again, shaving thein ability to adjust in the face of tnagedy.
Tken on 13 Octoben 1967, tragedy stnuck the (85¢h again. Majon Bayd &. Mornaw and SP/4
Jimmie W. Green died duning a test Hlight just adtaide of Dau Tieng in the pre-dawn momning.
Suffening {ram the lom of three campanions, the 185th atidl continued to progress and expand
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thein naryeofmumc.m/l [néeepingw&t/l t/'zeijzp/zimngmi/mima/la cambat amanlt
helicopten campany, the Black Widam' were involved in rumenous openationn with the
25th ARV.N. troops, an well as C.1.0.G.. (called Mot Mordagnands). Occaniorally,
the [&5th uas nequired to £ly aupport for the Gth Infartny Divinion and the (95th Light
Infantny Diviaian, in the sauthenn pontiann of the I1I Conpa Tactical Zone. The I85th
worked in twn of the mut hotly cortested ancan of Vietram: The Pannats Beak and llan
Zone "C".  Both uwene necognized geognaphically as well-fortified and well-defended
Viet Cang atrangholdn. The 'Black Widam' covened every comnen of the I1I Corpa anea
duning the morth of Novemben. One of the highlights of this peniod was escorting the
Bob Hopefllartta Raye U.5.0. troupe to the top of Nui Ba Den, (The Black Vingin Mit. ).
/—/zey{xttmaa/zaut/aeﬁe{on Uaa.fpecéa.[/'—once/la/dz‘fee. Véeirmmzwéemt/at/&pt
the mourdain top secune. Thia mourdain top war a majon camunication centen fon the
area, A V.C. mortan attack cut the shav sbort. The V.C. aned and occupied all of thia
mourttain, except the top. Letters of appreciation wene neceived {nam vanious gnound
cammanders, camending the (85th on the exemplany semvices nendened.

On 2 Noverber 1967, while working with Navy PB.R. ‘s (Patral Boat,River), out of
Nra Be, ane of aun Spiden’ qunahips crashed off Sandy Point. Three crew members escaped
senious injunies, but to evenyone's sadness, the pilot could not be nescued. Warnardt Officen
Robert W. Wertts died in the munky watens of the Saigon Riven.

The morth of Decemben wns a busy one fon the ‘Black Widam'. The campany participated
in "OPERATION YELLOWSTORE", (Search & Deatnoy/, in aenial aupport of the 25th Infantny Diviaion.
Tfe campany neceived a cammendtion fon ita penfommonce while participating in the langeat
airmobile gpenation of ita type in aviation histony. The (88th uan invalved in intense
almmobile efforts againat W/WA Loncea duning battalion-size canbat amaults in gperations:
BARKING SANDS,  DIAMOAD #AD,  and KOLE KOLE. We were also invelved in the initial
ansault fonces for operationn: ATLANIA, a 25th Infartny Division effort to secure the
Inon Tniangle. The Inon Tniangle was mode up of 40 square miles in the Than Dien Fonest.
The Inon Thiangle una staategically altuated betueen Wan Zones "C" & D, abaut 20 milea
north of Saigon. The anea was shaped like an anrauhead, pointing atraight at the capital.
The Lnon Triangle uns @ majon V.C. ataging anea for amaults against the A.RV.A.
inatallations nean Saigon, and oun awn helicopters. Bounded on tuo aides by the
Saigon and Thi Tink Rivens, the thind aide wan the jungle atnetching fnam Ben Suc to
Ben Cat. The jungle uns a natunal bannien of tangled vine and brian, almost
impenetnable. The area wus elevated above the urten plateau and belaw the ground wan
an amazing camplex of tunnels and chambers. Oniginally a nefuge duning the Japanese
oceupation in Wordd Wan 11, the Viet LCong bad fontified these tunnel camplexes aa they
fought {inat, President Diem ard then the allied fonces. Milliona of houra of labon oven
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thote many years, had created thia ubterranean Labyninth, Thousands of men could live in
these turnels. They could move uraeen for miles and fight fram unden the gnound as uell.
Thene turnels cordained hospitals, printing plants, food cackes, classrooms, arm & amunition
caches, cammard centers, camunication certers and stonage arean. [hese bodby-trapped
fighting tunnels honey-combed the entire anea. Fon mone than 29 yeams, this area bad
protected the inmngents againat foreignena.

The 1&8th Llaw many missiona in the Inon Triangle, aupplying coven fon the Rame plowa
as they cleared aneas of the jungle aften the munive apraying of figent Orange. Fram the
ain we could 1ee the anean sbaped like the Thnee-Tavened Castle; the imnignia of the
engineen's unit.

le 'Black Widaw' again proved themelves invincible in aupport of Tean B-3% of the
5th Special Forces Group duning Decerben and Jaruany. OPERATION RAPID FIRE wan onganized fon
the punpone of gathening intelligence on the V.C./NV.A. movements acnasn the Cambodian Bonden
ronthuest of Tay Nink inllan Zone "C"'. By the close of RAPID FIKE, the I85th had Hlown
45 sepanate ainmbile openations, nanging fram airgle ship irsentions ard extractians, to
multiple ship operationa. Utilizing lav level insentionn at firat-light, the small
detachmerts could be irnented into multiple L.2. s, to preclude the Viet Cong pinpointing
thein exact location and atrength.

The (85th killed 36 V.C., wourded 3, captuned 3, destnoged 2 V.C. vehicles and
3 bridgea. The unit auffered thnee persannel wourded and /1 aincraft hit by ground-fine;
of these, three uene totally destroyed. .50 caliben fine ua very cammon in aur A.0. along
the Cambodian bonden.

Duning OFERATION RAPID FIRE the (85th 'Black Widawm' displayed exemplany discipline
ard profesnioralism, ard in doing 40, won the wide-apnead nespect of the B-3% of the
5th Special Fonces Group.

In Jaruary ard February, we wene engaged exclusively in the Cu Chi - Saigon anea
uhen the V.C./NVA. fonces were invalved in the 1ET (FHFENSIVE, The ‘Black Widam' wene
inatmumental in the 25th Infartny Diviaion's actions to gpen the road between Saigon and
CuChi ardt/eacfm[&cunbzg of 5a£9mp/wpeﬁ.. ﬁem'g ng/ltmg, toaéplace.awdﬁac/ﬂm,
uhere units of the 25th Infartry Division were arbushed by N.VA. and local V.C.

A mechanized campany of tanks and ammoned persornel carniens were destroyed and viaible
fram the ain an they bunned on exploded into balls of fire. The battle lonted 5 days, with
aven 100 KIA before Highuy #/ wan secuned. 'Spiden’ gunships helped in the destmuction of
Cu Chi and Hoc Mon, duning the TET (FRASIVE.  Both aneas uene campletely unden the V.C. and
NVA. codral at that point.

In one openation, Tan Son Nhut Ainfield wan the L.Z. wied fon the ground elementa.

As the VL NVA, 7T action slauly Llost it offernive punch, the I85th provided aupport
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for various allied unita duning Openation "RESHYED TO WIN'.  Thia highly successfil
action una deaigned to nemove the enemy forces that wene atill in positionn araurd the
Saigon, Lang Bink and Bien floa area. Duning this operation the 269th Carbat Aviation
Battalion's ‘Black Banan' gurahips accaurtted for 13/ candinmed enemy hills, and an
eatimated (04 additional hills that were not condined.

The 269th auffened 9 wourded and 64 helicoptens and aincraft uere damaged in thia
canbat. Through skill, counage and determination, the officers and men of aur
battalion provided the 25th Infartny Diviaion and athen allied units uith the necesany
aviation aupport to thuart a determined drive by the V.C./N.V.A. foncea.

Duning the TET (FFEMSIE the Viet Cong attacked Tay Nink. The Sauth Vietnamese
uene neady. They ambured the lead V.L. colum and aun helicopten qurahips finished the
job, nauting the V.C. They left behind the bannens they had plarned an cannying in thein
victony ponade. The V.C. alao kit Duc Hoa, Cu Chi, Ba Rai ard the ARY.N. Engineening
Schoal at Phy Cuang. At Zuon Loc, the headguarters of the (Sth ARV.N. Diviaion, uas hit,
but the V.L. urne beaten back by artilleny, qunahip auppresion and heavy allied ain stnikea.
The (88th uas an 25 haun call duning the ertine 1T FRASIVE;  {lying alot of courder
mortan, At Dau Tieng, the 25th Infartry Diviaion's 7/1/ Artilleny kept-up cartinuaua,
anaund the clock, fire misiona for the deferve of the base and munraunding unita.

By the end of Febmuany, the battles of TET wene oven. An estimated 85,000 Viet Cang
arnd Nonth Vietramese tnoops had participated in the initial battles and follavup attacks.
Oven ane half lont thein lives duning the TET CFRASIE. The anticipated 'genenal uprining'
neven fappened. The (85th played a big part in thia mjon effort which uan to becare fnan
Mﬂ&fwwtflg/ztugoft/aal/m%m

In Manch, the (85th uas trarnferned to the 305th Carbat Aviation Battalion, attached

to the [6th Aviation Group uhich uns nelocated {nam Bien floa to the Phu Baifflue area by
12 Apnil 1968, Pertinent data an the move une withheld wtil the last minute. Withact
bnaving aun final destination ahead of time, we fad no idea ubat the unit should canny
with ua. Oun destination turned art to be L.2. Sally. Thene were no facilities of any
type. e had landed in 'Indian Caurtry'.  Secunity vas aupplied by the (014t Airborne
Diviaion, with wham aun unit evertually menged. (ven-aized vehiclea ard 5 lav-boy
doads of genenal cargo were cavoyed to New Port, Saigan. They were Llonded anto L57'a
ard dispatched by aunface trarsport. The carwoy annived 3 days befone the ship waa neady
to load. The problem thia created wan resclved by billeting the peronnel in the Saigan
area urtil depantune. [The sunface movemert uoa camleted by 30 flanch (968, The unit Haw
thein onganic aincratt to thein final destination, leaving bekind a maintenance aincraft and
tuo WH-1C"s that wene not flpble at the time. InApnid all (8th aircraft flav north
along the coant to thein naw basre camp at Landing done Sally. ¢n nacte, fMadame Thu fluong,

betten knan an "flanol Hannal’, came up an aun campany nadio frequency. She uelcamed the
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185tk Blach Wida"" to the I Cona, and to L.7. Sally. She adled that the 'Block Widaun'
wouldn 't mote a difference in the atruggle that exited between the puppet government of the
Sauth and the National Liberation Frart, (Viet Cong). Haw night afe wan!

The N.L.F. was formed in 1960, by ita /6 oniginal faunders, at Cu CAL.

While at L.2. Sally, ue {lav aupport fon the 10/t Airborne Dwmu:n working in
the I Conpa A.0. and the Antau Valley.

On ane ocoasion, the Spcd'eAA were called an to tabe art a wmilbenlf’c poaition
nean Phu Bai. Thia weapon fod cawned carbat damage to helicopters in the anea. The misaion
una at night. We were a "light fire’ team, 2 qurahips, The lead qumhip Heaw at 2,000 feet
with all it munning Lights an; (500 yands behind, the trail qurahip follaved, lights aut and
neady with the mini-guna and N2/ nocket aystem, When the enemy opened fire an aun lead ahip,
watﬂadaﬁépmin/wtwd/zdt/zepmitémwitﬁnm/&a, mizulymwn’bat/xc{ooa—gzwm
fining. The .50 caliber machine gun uas neven heard fnam again. [ flev an the deck in that
trail gunahip - the qurakip betten tnan ar - SATISFACTION #7179 .

Aincraft Canmanden, W.0. Joe Walken - Crav Chief, SP/5 Greg Allen - Doon Gunnen, .SP/‘?[)wéDefm

Anothen occanion, while flying a mission nean the M, oun 'light-fire' team (2/, Hlew
over a camany aize N.V.A. unit traversing an open area in broad daylicht. Doon-gunnen,

SP/4 Dick Detra, spotted them aften the flight had pased oven thein position. The 'Spidens’
came in hot and rained lead daun an the N.VA. negulans with deafening fire-paenr. Ihe enemy
Hew, leaving many K.1A. 'a viaible an the graund. The Spidenn’ neceived multiple hita
duning the excharge of fire, but carnied out the mision in ‘Black Widaw Style'.

[ nagedy atruck again. After aun amival at L.2. Sally, ane of aun enlisted men,

SP/4 Mckeeven, distraught oven persoral problems, walked into the ondendy roan loaking fon
Major Jack Jotraan, aun C.0. When he couldn't find aun C.0. he decided to pull the pin an a
gnenade. and he hilled himmelf, Masten Sangeardt Halley and wounded cun campary clek.

In June. of 1968, aun previous base camp at Dau Tieng uos overmun by the V.L./N.VA.

We uere fortunate to have mde cun move to [.2. Sally uhen we did.

Fram Jure 15, 1967 - flanch 10, 1968 the I85th ‘Black Widam' fad 115 confinmed hilla,
utich uon probably abaut ane thind the actual courd aince many of the dead ubene taken into
the turnels before they cauld be confimmed. We were irvalved in (03 cambat assaults, 245
Med-evac, neceived /30 aincraft hits with canbat danage to /62 relicopters. [hirteen
men Killed in Action and 2/ Wounded in Action.

In July (968 the I85th von inactivated with its asets going to the (60th Aviation Group.
The [60th uan created to convert the [0/at Airborne Div. into an aimobile configuration. In
fanch 1969, we uere mved from L.Z. Sally to Phu Bai an C/101 ‘Black Widam' of the (0/at Aviation
Battalion. In June 1969, the 10/at, I58¢h, 159th and 2/17 Cav. were nenamed the [0/t Aviation

Gnoup. flast Spiders” became ‘Hakn’ in D/ 101, (AL, Aenial leaporn Co. In Febmuany 1972,
the 'Black Widamn' ended thein Vietnam experience and netumned hame.........co.euveunenn...



