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Fo11. tuT<?.trtlj tlmee. !f€i1M I had cri.JUl.iRd the [Xlin, 911ilt and anr;en. o{ the 

Vi.R:tnam Cc:n.f.Li.ct inAi.de of me. In 1991, I 11.eoli:ged that.! uxxdd neve//. be abLe to 

{ont;& ukt kppmed dull.~ tn1f fu.t11. in Vi.e:tnam; Jl.U1£. 1967-ffW1R. lc;68. I alAo 
ll.eoli:ged tfat. ue, thi.A nati.on, fTI.Jilt neve~~.fo~t the b/!alle r.K>n uk [JCIY€ thei.rt Li.veA. 

in the Line. o{ duf:.v, ul!i.l.e thei.P.. camf.!I!J 11Wai di.vi.ded - Fo11. and AgainAt thi.A UW1.. 

Ou11. [j.t.lV~ cailed i.t a con/Li.ct. To tho!JR. of Ul1 ul!o {ru#- tk11.e7 i.t ua11 one.. 

thi.nl) and one.. thi.nl) cnly. •.. UHR. Oull.i.n[j- the enii.ll.e exiAtenc.e of the !88th flMoult 

lleli.copl.ell. Ccrnpanff7 the {Lo/rf:. peMau?R}_ ~ a deep c.arwtade~~.i.e and an a:ttHude 
.t L-1 Ill: II _ l ~- ..1. • • II II' • • .I. • .tl _ • I C. __ _ l 
UUL ILa/l 71./.A.. aDutlL Wt.llnl.lif} , V'/e ue.fl.e Wt.llnl.liiJ7 aJ.J.Il.Vlf} U!e V€llff CJI)f)J!fVlLV€. ..JfflJlC/1. 

and OMVw!f 1 pe.11.Uxl of the UW1.. tie beli.eved in ukt UR. UR.I/.e doi.nlJ. La:t.en., ul!en ue 

we~~.en 1t raui.te 110 IJ.UII£, i.t ILa/1 all about IJ.Uil.vi.vi.nl) the 365 d~ - the fat~~. o{ dul.f;. 
We we11.e cl.O!JR.., ue kd to bej atll. Li.veA. camted .m i.t, ~ in and dmj rut. JaJJ'Ifj, ue 

I.IR.P.e the fX'U"'A of llW1. to the 9-ofrum and II ixon admini.Atnati.onll, and, to th011e lJ iplaruiA. 
tfat p1a;;ed the tLall. ~ {nan inpoll.tani of{i.c€11 in Wadti.nl)tm lJ .C. 

1 1m w~ti.ti.nl) thi.A (JnLt H i.Atofllj in haw11. o{ the !fatl1f} fTK!/1. ul!o pe tAw Li.v€117 

foil. da:t I 11tilL dm 1t f<nav; {o11. thO!JR.. tdw wilL n£YeJt 11.e.cove~~. {nan the expe;ti..enc.e of 
Vi.e:tnam; -CfR!!i foil. all o{ Ul1 u.ho 11.etult!1R.d, /Ja:d::te~~.ed and al.tY~£., not to 'lfJJelcare /fc.w_ 

Pan.acleA.", but to i.ndi.f{ell£f/C_e and II.€/J£.n:f:.tr¥Cnt. I am aiAo Wll.i.tinrj tAi.A hi.Af..o!lij i.n the 

hopeA o{ h.P.al.irll)., of ll(Xlllh.i.nl) rrem:J~l.i.€~11 o{ a.nA!J£11.inrj a.n!f ~eA.ti..onA. of thOile peopLr>_ 
uk UCUlt to hnw uki i.t I.W/1 neaJ4 Like in V i.e:tnam. 

Jw. 1 LL neve//. 11.ead a.bout thi.A uni.t in aTl!f boofdl 011. h.i.Atoll.i.cal. ~i.n.€11 b€Cf1111le 

i.t UI1All
1t p;.bLi.ci:ged Like the lmr.ge11. aviu:ti.m uni.ill. Fw rmp11 of Vi.et.nam /ihav the 

locati.on o{ lJau TiR.ntj, alii. lxv!e <Y.IITif' in the mi.dllt o{ the lJm iJi.cm f!Ji.ch.elin ?.ubbell. 
f'lan.tati.on. Wkd:. !fW. all£. abat.i to 1teod iA the llW!Iij o/ one.. o{ the. to/rf:.e11t-h.nit 
avi.at.i.on uni.ill to eve//. llell.Ve in Vi.etnom The t&Jth flMoult lfeLi.copte~~. cal'lfX"W, 
"/Mach fJ/i.daM" and i.ill <J.U1l:. pia:toat, "The SpideM". 
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HlST07?Y OF THE. !88th ASSAULT IIUIC07>7C7< CO{f)fJAIVY 
I !Vovembe.n. 1966 - I 9uL!I 1968 

Dau Ti.en9- - 7 Uf! /loa - l. Z, SaLl!l 

The hud~IUJ of tire. !&Sth f/.~t flel.i.copten. Canpar'!f fA,fi,C.J, /n.an i:fce dat.e i.t 

lm4 ad.i.J!a:t.ed i.n./VoveniJeJt 1~, th~ 9u4 !c;68, cuvellll the tl1fli.ni.ntj pe.11.i.a:l at 

Ft. C~elL, Kentucfw and the car/:Jat ope.11ati.Dn.ll a.rpi.rvlt the. i.JvJungent carrruni.llt 

{oiiCM i.n. the 7?epiJL££ o{ Vi.etnom. !Jun.i.ng, thi.ll tine ilte 1Blach Wi.daLY.L 1 
f)I1R1lJ /non a 

ff~, i.n2xpelti..en.ced uni.t, fu a h~ deveLoped, carlxd:. n.em4J. o~qati.on. 

O~qed /on. the 11~l.e pun.po11e of carl:xd:.i.ntj the. carrrun.i.llt /oiiCM en~ i.n 

gueM.Ula uan.fan.e Ln. v Udnom, the 1 &Jth nrd i:tA pnep:uratWn. 11ckdulell and derxzn.ted 

{on. Vi.etnom i.n Apn.il 1967. FuL4 opeNiti..on.uL Dff the. 15th o/9-une,, the 1Blach Wi.daLY.L 1 

.lli!L out fu pn.ove thei.n. a6i.Li.4f to the olden., mon.e exp<Mi..en.ced c.ari(XlltLM i.n VUdnom. 

We 11Uppolfted ei£nrmu of, the 25th lnfantllfi!Ji.vi.lli.on) the Cwi.Li.an 1 n.n.e.tplcut 
!Jej.en11e Cillalp fGlfiJ wi.th bonden. /lUn.veillance), the Speciol. Fo11Ce1.1 the /Vavff, the. 

IOIA.t Ai.llboN~£.lJi.Yi.lli..m., the l11.t ln./anVr.ff !Ji.Yi.IJ.i.on, the 25th A.7?.V.IV. !Ji.vi.lli.on1 

Cmri:Ycxli.an /'fJen.c(?fi[1Jti£A, and the c.ar6i.n.Ed foi!C.eh o/ The 7?epu6Lic of Konea, (Whi.te lloMe 

and Ti.[;.en.lJi.Yi.lliulllJ, and the. I lth III7ITIOM.d Cav. !Ji.vi.lli.on. 
The !&8th heli.copiellllfou# at Katum, Suoi_ !Ja, Due lloo., Cu Chi., floc frlon, TClff !Vi.nh, 

fJ~ lli£p, Tuff lloo., Loc !VInh, QUQJ1 Loi., ljo !Jau. lla, T ~ bang., 'Piv.c Vi.nh, Li.a Khe, fJ!v.Bai.., 

/IJfa Be, theThanA!Ji.en Fon.Mt, the.ln.on Tn.iongl.e, the flo Bo Wocxh, the Boi. Loi. Woodll, 

the FiAh !look, the ?Gfl.JlJ7tll Beah, !Vuj Ba !Jen (The Black v~ (!}a.Jrrtai.n - 3,PJ I), 
WaJt Zone 1'!J11 and the Allkw. Val.Le~.j. We foug/rt i.n all aMOA of V i.Einam: 1 Co!tpll, 

ll Collfll-, Ill Co11p11, IV Collf1- and i.nw Cmri:Jcxii.a. Fnon the CcmiJali.an bonden., llOUth 
to the (!]efdTIIJ !JeLta, and n.on.th thn.oug.A the Cen.t.JraL Hi.~ to the lJri?.. S~e 

ci.olle fu !;(},aXJ houM IVGJ!.e, {Lam i.n carl:xd:. and i.n llllfpon.t ofg..llO.Uid fo/ICM. 

The !&8th A.fi.C. fad J'/JJlTlYWUil IJEl=DacPA. On !June 24th, vi.n.tua!l.ff all 'Bl.cu:h Wi.dQJJ 1 

ai.llctta{t IVGJ!.e, dMtn.ofPL i.n a flll)n.tan. attach. Begi.nni.ntj 9 !Voven6en. 1967, thn.oug.h the 
7CflloL~ i.n Febllllallfl 1$68, tte expen.i..en.ced a /lUCCRAAWn of na::het, flll)n.tan. and uni.peA 

cct:toc:k. llinden.ed m4f rnt.mm.tan.f.4 bff theJle .lli!L-bad<t~J., the 1Bi.cu:h Wi.daLY.L 1 n.even.fai.J£d 

to rTK!RL the ll.ef&U~tll of i.ill miM.i.on.ll. Counag.e, Carr1Jlt11ien.i.e, Lov:d-4J and B/11Jj/e1Uf i.n. 

Action foLI.ated the 1Bi.cu:h Wi.dQI)IJ. 1• Oun. name uoll hnaLn i.n alL of VUdnom CM a c.a7lfXITI1j 

fu be depended upon; fu Look up fu, Cll7fi fu be tMat.ed wi.th n.eApeCt. 



The nrd:£.nio1 cmi:ai..ned in thi.A uni.t Ailitoll!j nepll.e/J£TffA at!J; the beJ;i.nnin[; of 
the JJ.toll!f of the !88th A .II.C. 

The /utu.ne of the canp:uuj iii dependent upm LtA./aurlati.m. The !88th built Lu 

/aurlati.m az the lJei:.eJuni..nati.m of the {f}en, Bo.U-wre.d. bv CrullOIJR.. and Bapt~ed with Blood. 
The. ftK!fl. tlrzt /oLl.at:ed UIJ. i.n ~vi.c£. in the I !EtA, /amd tlrzt the 'Blach Wi.t:/m.a 1 

11A!IIfL 

ful1.!f p~ to TTJ?Ri:. all carmLtmznf:A., all mi.M.i.J::nA., and all I'IRflfli.ltR.men:tA. derranded fon. 

the~ of A11l11lj Avi.a:t.U:n, and i..tiJ. no.& in the. ~vi.c£. of the tlni.:ted Stoi:.eA o/ l1men.i.ca.. 



0611 BACKtiiOU/IiJ 

The 'Black Wi.d.WJI1 1 fl.w dun.i~ Ulonld Watt 11 CJ/.1 a fixed w~ ai.Acnaf.t uni.t. 

The. !&Sth !Vw.ault Helicopt£n. CCTnfXl'l!II.WA adi..vated on I 1/over./;en. 19()6 at Ft. Campbeil, 

Ken:tuch!f. Ft. Campbeili.WA an e'<cdlent plu.ce..fon. acti..vati..on of an aviati..on CCTnfXl'l!l 

due fu i..bl <lfJe and the tnain~ rXJtenti.nl exi<lt~ on the lteAeJ1.vati..on. 

tlnit in.aini.nf; <l.ian.ted on the 15th of lJec.~en. 1966, a{ielt the an.~ti.YaL of all 

~ and the.. an.~ti..vaL of -b.ten~-thrtee.. tJ/1-111 rru:lel helicopf:.e;tt1, and the ei..fJlrt 
tJ/1-IC ((itJJVJ.hi_p1) rru:lel helicopteM. TheA£. 'SLi.r:k. 1 ueJte.. the !lRliRAt rru:le!A. !l'O.de.. b!f 

Beilllelicopten.. T~ 'SLi.d.M' fod the. TB-L-13 tunbine et1fJin2- and 5110 n.oton. head, 

Th.u pnaluced fJAeu:Wt paren. and Lift. Siiu:.e.. the IJ/1-111 urM ~ Wled /on. fYJedL-Vac, 

T 1t00f mtJVellli'.nt and flrli_€.fti.nl LOfjiA.ti.cal.. .111.ppon.t, u,e fod the "Cadillac" of 11u€f!A fJ£1i.nfJ 
to V i.Jd:nom. tJO/lt unibl <ltill lod the l-11 rru:le!A. ufi.c.h. had Alll1ilen. n.otoll ~. 

At Ft. Campbeil, the.. I&Jth. pen./orm?.d lTl1n!f mi.M.Wn.-1 in . .1Ufpollt of the IOI<l.t Ai.nboll/1£_ 

lJLvui..on, and u.e rxmtici.paied in nw Fi..eld T naini.nfj &en.cuM, (FiX). The FlX'<l and 

mi.M.Wn.-1 tkct ueJte.. cmducted, cau::.entnated oo the /4~ n.¥Ln.ed in Vietnam. 
lit tfat tine, u.e ueJte.. hopefuL tf.at run. /run. mont.ft4 o/ tn.ain~ (an <J.1/enctf)R- of 

/(X) hw.M pen. avi.at:Pn) uxxdd be. of value dun.i.nfj aLit unibl <l.T:aij in V i.etnom. I /CW'Id i..t 

Ln.ooic tkct the unit I.WA tn.ained in the /.JnaV and cold of wi.nten., aJ.v to be tftanJJplanted 

into the.. /(X) - 125 ° terrpenuiufl.ell of Vi..drtan. 

The advance.. rxm~ of the un.i..t an.~ti..ved i.n-cruntn;;. on 25 Apn.il196?. 
,1~·on. fJ<;mvJ. l. ~ U(JJl the.. unt_t n.epfl.elleniatLve... The CCTnfXl'l!l uaA aJV14Jfted (1/.1 rxmt. 

o/ the 269-th. Cadxrl flvird.i..on Baf:tt:di..on, (The Black Bal1.aUl) 7~ an.~ti..ved i.n Vietnam 
on ~ ~ 1967 and ~Le~te.. ~ at Cu Chi... Cu. Chi.., u.e hcwe <li.Ju:.e deienmi..ned, uaA 

duec:t..4 oven. the i.n{anwA tunnel ~f.eJM of Cu. Chi... TheM! turtneiA tre~<e [XUlt of an 

exf:.enAi..ve.. ~tern tkct Clti.AA-c.JWA..ded ~ (XlRfA o{Tcqtllinh. f>n.ovUu:.e, run. A/fRO. of Open.atiut. 
The 1:unn£l.A. a11.e.. .111.ppoA-ed to date 6ac.k to the time of the uan. wi..th. hancli. 

The !88th. UCt!l aJV14Jfted, and to 6e Located at lJau TienrJ i.n the f<ep.J>Lic of Vi..einam. 
lJau T ienrJ had onR.. of tf.e ~t n.u66en. pn.oceM.i.nfj p~ i:n V Ud:nom, M ue1l CJ/.1 the 

~t pl.an:tu:ti..on. Oun. lxuJe canr U(JJl 6uil.t aCJWI.lA the ll.tX1d fn.an the vi.ll.age, 11.ifjh.t in 
the lrli.tht o/ the iJoo IJW1 fYlicheli.n 7?u6ben. fll.antatiut, WLthi.n oun. CCI7IfXl'l!l alt€.fi1 u.e had an 

oJ.vrric <lfJe ~pooL, carpLe:& wi..th. CL f>J.avi>o!f Bl.ll1!o/ (Xli.nted on the 6ottan. A <l.i.f/t 

to /.l€.e f.rum the ai.n.. 

7 he advance.. rxm~ bef]M folllrlliuti.nfj the plawJ. fo~t the canpani.ell Li..vi.nfj a~tea, the 
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openatU:nnL aMaA of the unit and i.u /JJJ.fPOirt. de:J:a~i the 4th Sif;na.L /Jef:adrrent 
and the t5ftth triedi.col /Jef:adrrentJ Gl.l well Gl.l the &J]nd T ltOilAfJOtd:a:t&.n /Jef:adrrent. 

The unit Camondi.ng- Olfi.r!en., ffla,io11. Bohb!f E... Wof/ond, aJUti.Yed c:n p Ap11.U 1957 wi..th 
the M!JTClinden. of the unit} and talA. net rzt Bi£n Hoa. AiJr/Udd b!f the 12th t:inatp &ecu:ti.Ye. 
0//i.r!en., LTC. Sheppw:l. The CDrfX11W ~ u-ene. then t.nJ:uvJpotri£d b!f Ai.Jt Font:e ai.ltcJro/t 
to /Jau T iJ!nt;. 7rE eqp.i.pmn.t, tooiA and l1.li!(X1Ltt p:ur:tA. /oJt the ai.JrcAaft, OJI.Il.iJied in Sai901, 
and /non then£, nvved b!f cazvov to /Jau T iJ!nt;. AM.i.A.tance talA. p~i.ded b!f the ~ Anea 
T MMfJOtd:a:tim. Cc:mmnd. Ai.JrcAaft, toaiA. and II cawceo. full- of l1.li!(X1Ltt p:uri.A., aJUti.ved rzt 
Vlll19- Tau. The ai.JicJ1af.t u-ene.fe~t~ti.ed to /Jau Ti.enJ;. b!f 1Blac.k Wi.dao 1 pi.lotA.. The cmexeo. 

ue1te t.nJ:uvJpotri£d b!f Ai.Jt Font:e a.i..ncllajt. Wonk berJan inmedi.at£l.v- alee. the rrai.n. bociv- OJI.Il.i.Jied. 
We /Jet up bunkeM, buU.t ~~ /Jet up aMaA /oJt rrai..n:f:.enon and a ~ anea foil. cwr. 

carrruni..azt.i.mA.. We buU.t ltJ!.lle'imenfA foil. cwr. heLi.t:opt.eM and ue rrode JJUJte w.n. pen.imz:l:.eA 

fat p/.ent:1; of fi.Jte ~ and talA. ~ ~· 
Pi.lotA. and CJfS1J rrsr6eM u-ene.IJJ!T!t to othen. uniufon. in~ tMi.n.i.ng. fon. tuKJ 

~. Aftvt thi.A. tJrai.nin1;., titeJ; net.unn.ed to /Jau Ti.enJ;.. The unit JteCei.ved addi.tU:nnl 
1 Li.Ye. 1 tMi.n.i.nJ;. D!f 4el1tii.ng- 5 heLi.t:opt.eM cJa.i.4 en miM.i.mA. wi..th the /16th A .H .C., fi ofiTifli:A., 
f5ti.ng£.nA- <JUn pio:WaJ, Jltaii.t:m!d rzt Cu Chi., and wi..th the !87th A.H.C., Blac.k Hwk, 
f7?at Pad< - <JU11- p.lni.oml, Jltaii.m.ed rzt T av Ninh. Bath COll(X1l1i.eA. u-ene. o~ to the 
battalu.n. The !16th became openatU:nnL in Apn.U 19§7, and the t87th became o(J€NLf.U:nnl 
in f'Jav 19§7. The 15th of f)une !m1theJ the~ tlat. the t&gth lltv:oult HeLicrJpf:£A Carrxm!l 
became openaii.maL E.acA Cllliu.tUn CDrfXllW talA. GM.it;n£-d to a di./feii.IY'fi Bn.~e of the 

25th ln(an:t.ny /Ji.vi.A.&.n. Oun. unit talA. aM.it;n£-d to the Jnd Bn.~e I 25th In(an:t.ny /Ji.vi.A.i.m. 
Jltaii.t:m!d rzt Hoc fflcn. 

The un.i.t p~ napi.t/J.v, and .dOcn i.t talA. able to CJ1.1Utf1 w.t i.U! full Load of. 
lleiJ.fXT14i.bU.i.4f. In the ur:rr:f:.M tlat.fo/.Jmed, the f&gth became me of the beo.t heLicrJpf:£A 

COll(X1l1i.eA. in The 'Repi>Lic of V i2t.nom. 



UIIT O,UATIOIS 

When the t&Jth afl.lli.ved i.n Vi.e:t.nmn, !Jau Tien.t;f fad onL!f n.ecen-tl!f 
bem corv;.i.de~~.ed ~JeCUne /IUm enRDI!f af:tack. Oun. lxMe. camp uw.J. 11i.tuai£d i.n the 

mi..dA.t of a na;ion. V.C. and N.V.A. inf.il.tfla:ti.on !lad:£ and 11~ aJtea, 

The. ~ and the heat f tro-1~ J mixed wi.th. the ex:t.nene lvmi.di.i!J hi.t 

land upon run. Clll.l7.i..val. i.n c.ami:.Ju;. It Wok M1£ tin£ to ;;£i accli.nccted, bu:t i.Mpi.ie. of 
the heat, ue tWnkd land buil.d~ OUJt new loca:ti.cn. We. e~~.ected teniA, buil.t 6unkeM. and 

{acil.i.ti£A. fvn. vpe1101i.a!A and camun.U::ati.mA. The. camt.A:J uxu bem.d:JjuL. The. 11.i.dt, btio/rf­

JJ.ed /.WU node. the. denA£. iunr;le;:,. CliCalllti !Jau Ti£TII} nadiont wi.th beau:tijuL, i.w.Jl, tMpi.cd 

~· 
!/liFI£ 15th, ue uen.e. vpe!IUi.imaL and imra:li.a:te.J.v. ber;an {4.~ .w.ppotri {o11. run. 

c.ar6a:t mi.JM.i.mA. !Ju11.i!UJ tAu tim!., the. 1 /.J{Ji.n.i.t 1 of the I &8th l.liJ/.! bo~~n. T k aar6at 
/.J{Ji.n.i.t and the c.am.lltide~~.i£. cud.i.nued and 9ftlW th~~a~.~ i..tA. .tJ.ho11.t exi.A.tence o/ 
i£M. t.h:m. 2 !f€11M· The. !88th T nadi.ti.cn l.liJ/.! hnam and ~t~VJfX!C-ted. The. tRmruxJnk and 
cat/i.dence i.n lxd:il.e. e;:,.tabLiAhecl the. pn.i.de. tM llellai.N.L 11tilL, i.n b~ a 'Bl.ach Wi.daJJ'. 

f}U/1£_ 24th; A diAaAteJWWJ. JJ.e:t back foil. the. !88th. The. V.C.ai.:tat:he.d wi.th nv11.tan. 

fi.ne i.n a ueLL plrmned -W.II.pniAe. af.f.r.tck. montan. llailll:IA. ~~.ai.ne.d dam. at the. ai.nfield and 

IJIJ.IIIIaU7f.l.~ Carpm!f Cl/l..eCI/.J., T kne uen.e. CfJAI.Ial..ti£11 and ~ ol the. a.i.ll.c.ll.a{t uen.e. deJJ.tn.ov-ed. 
The. ftJU..i.~ 'folU:.e.!Jeiodmen:t. c.orpwnd UrM canp/.e:le4 cl.etitMv-ed. 

A/tell. thiA nvntan. attad~'-' the. C.O. ft'Jaj.o11. Wo{{ond., l.liJ/.! Mdi.&ed of duJ:v and 

lleplaced. at {fun£_ d5th 6!} L7C. ~ trJd/Jhon.t£.11., fin. In !Jecen6e~~. 1967, ft'Jaj.ott flacP. 0. !Johvun 
ua11 pen carrrr:tnd of the !&!itA until the. uni..t meno~ wi.th the IOI11t Ai.ll.6onne. i.n !lu.4; 1968. 

The. nvlltall. att.ach !!eAULted i.n a. nain:t.enance. 11tand-dam. of the. !88th 'Bl.ach Wi.daJJ~J.', bu:t 
the c.anpan!f flew a few ~ -W.ppvtri and catni:£.11. nv11.tan. miM.i.avl du11.~ the ~ 

6 da!JA of f/une. 
In ru11. A.O. fflnm of Opellaf.imJ, ue f1su dUtec:t -W.ppvtri {o11. the 25th In/anf.llfJ 

lJi.viA.i.cn ftLec::tttU:. 5~; lilt BIL~e. 4/9 f1iant:hul1, 2/14 qvJ.den.lJ~; 

2nd Btt~e. 1/27,. 2/27 fJ/oL{h~; ]nd. Bttil)ade 2/12 White. VlaJI.I7.i.oM, and the. 

3/22 'Ret;uloM.. 
T k lxMe. camp ~d ci.vil.ion ux:JflheM and ue fU~ the lle.fl.vi.ceh availobLe. 

i.n lJau T ien.t;f. T k lxurheA tkd. ue ail UR.nt to {on. fc.i.n. cutA. and daveJJ., l.liJ/.! kill£d i.n a 

~ an6WJA.. He ku:l held the J.J.~-~on. to run. neckA. and k UClJ.l Vi£1:. Ca79-. Since 
ue Locat.ed i.n the mi..dA.t of tk enRDI!f an.ea., llVIlt ci.vil.ionJ.J. uen.e. V.C. 011. i.nfo11DK!M. ThiA. 

enii.ne aJtea fad been a V.C. 5and:uanv- IJ.i.nce the~ Occupztion dulll.TII) W.W.II. 
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The /o.ll.auUu; n-ori:A, the I&StA ne£ei.ved Ap€Ci.al. onde.M. to dep:vri Oau Ti£ng.. and 
move to tk 'Pifj Hi£p(!Ot; Hro a.nea and wnh unden tk openaii.a?AL cart.ML of the 

lOth Carl:xzt. Avioti.rn Ba:ttali.rn. The 'Black WidaJJ4 1 rrale tk nwe rn 7 9uiv- 1957 and 

?;Uidd;} otuptqed openaii.ou and~ ..to tfo:t the. uni.t UCll.1 ~~ openaii.mal i.n 

a ueek. 

The. /JU(Jpoltt /nan the !88tA UCll.1 ex:WN:Ied to the 'Whi.te HoM£. 1 and '74Jelt' lJi.vi...ti.ou 

of The f?epiJLi.c of Konea (7(1() /ollCM i.n the II Col!fM anea. We flew /JUfJpoltt {o11. Ope.Mti.rn 

Ki.L Tau; Hau;. Tk teltnai.n UCl;.1 ~ di./fett£ni:.fnan the. IIRiati.veJ.v- flat~ lJeLta of tk 
Ill Coii(M anea. ~ i.n /4int; ~ and tad:.i.t::A. well£. ~!J!t:fPi.lted to nlVlfen the. 

pnedani.nan:t4 nwn:f:o.i.Ao.vl f~e9l.o'l.· T k 7(1( follCM ~ appMCio:ted the /JU(Jponi. /nan 
the. 'Blat::k lVid.aJJ4 1• One even:t 6l.ackened an othemi.Ae ~eMfuL end.ea:vo11.. To the. r;n.eo:t 
/IEOK)M£. of all 'Bl.ack WidOJJil', iuv 'Spid.en' ~i_p..t, {4int;wi.thad ~ L4J}rbi i.n the. 

totaL danf~ ( carCal:. Standmtd Ope.Mtint; 'P~-!lJ1>J, coLLided i.n mid.-ai..n.. Tw fLi#­
Cil£JJYJ., 8 nr!lt di.ed a?. the ni#- ol 31 9u4- 1957. 

The !88tA carti.Jiued /JU{Jponi. {o11. tf.e 7r1< {ollCM {o11. the.{i.1111t 2} ~ i.n AuguAt, 
and rn the 23 nd, the caT1fXll1!f 6e!JPR pt12fXMint; lo11. i.u ll£i:uJut to tAe II I Col!fM anea. 

'P~ti.olt to dep:vriint; teh 'flu Hi£p(iu!l Hoo aJI£0.1 the f&gt}, UCll.1 rrode an hrnoi!Cll!ff rrerrben ol 
tAe loth Carlxtt Avi.ati.rn Bcr:ttaLi.rn, CM a. tnibute to aLit a.LtA.tandinJ; ..tenvi..c£. 

Tfre COTifXln!f a~~.ni.ved bacf:. at lJau Ti£ng.. at !6l)J hai1111 at ::_it. AUffUA-t 1957. We fori 

tux; ~ to becar1i!. openat.i.utaL f¥i.n· 

On the. 3/..tt of AUffUA-t, tM 'Bloch !lfi.rlavJ.' ai.n.Li.f:ted eiRineni:A of tf:e 25tA In{~ 

lJi.vi...ti.rn i.nto an anea of the I ~~.a?. Tlli.Dngle.. It plti:lVed. to 6e a ~ 1 hot 1 L.Z. and the 

!&!Jth UCl;.1 ~!J!t:fPi.lted to rmke.{a.Lit i.n.~Jvrti.aw. i.nto the l.an:lint; ZCTlli!. ulzi.le. Meei.vinJ; ~ 
au:t:mati.c tt.mpa?A-/i.!te. A totaL of J.le.Yen ~well£. hi.t, nemdtint; i.n -t:lw!e. U/.1.11. '..t. 
l..atelt tfo:t dar;, a 'Blat::k Widao' ~ flkd-01Clt.! ..thi.p car£ unden heov!l enBTrj /i.!te lleiJJJi.ti..nrf 
i.n the death of the doo11. 9JH1111Ut and umndint; the C1II!!W cAi.l!.f. lJeApi.te the ondeal, the 

flkd-01Clt.! UCl;.1 carpl.e:l:s:!. 
lJuni..nrf 5~, thene well£. ~ cmlxr1 0Mf11.Jlu and~~ mi.M.i.ou, 

(aM. & tJraAJJ. On the 22nd, the 'Blat::k Wi.J:JaM 1 lo..tt a detvt f~ti.end and fel.Lau avi.ato11. ukn 
Wr:uurant Offi.cen ~ T. lJmafue ua.d hilled i.n acti.rn du~ti..nrf an 'Cagle FLi#- 1 i.n /JU{Jpoltt 

of the 25th lnfan:t.Jtv- lJi.vi...ti.rn. lJeApi.te thi...t ~ deai:A, the !&Sth pd.Led i.fNd/ back 
~ and piAAed at i.nto the rrm:tA of Oc:td;en.. Tk 'Bl.ach Wi.J:laM I ~ to 14 oveJt 

thei.lt ?;Uota of haLM 0'11:£ OIJOin-, ~ thei.ll a6i.Li.tv to adjU4t i.n the face.. of ttrtu;e4. 
Tfen at 13 Oc:t:.dJen 1957, ttrtu;e4 11tlruck the !&9th OIJOin-• f!Jajoll Boy:! C.. fl1oii.JlOJJ and Sf/It 
f}irrmi.e. W. <ilflWt di.ed du~ti..nrf a tMt fli#- -;"U4t a.LtA.id.e of lJau Ti£ng.. i.n the p~te-dam nonni..nrf. 

Suf{enint; /nan the LaM of -t:lw!e. ~' the !&9th 11ti.LL carti.Jiued to p~ and exrnnJ 
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theUt ~of miM.i.oM.. In keep~ wi..th theUt pn.iiraluj miM.i.ot CIA. a carl:xrt CJMOUi..t 

heLi.copWr. ~1 the 'Black Wi.daJ.J/1 1 
u..eJte i..ro!aLved in fUJIT1?Jlal/.L openai:.i.oM. wi..th the 

25th A.7?.V.IV. iJwop;1, aA. tadJ.. aA. C.IJJli •• (called !fJoi.. !fJ~. 0CCOAi.a7aJ.4, 
the !&8th UCM IIIY(;Ui..n.ed to /4 IJU(Jpold:. {on. the 9th In/an:tll.tj Oi.Yi.Ai.ot and the !99th LUJrt 
Inf~ iJi.Yi.Ai.ot, in the /Jad:.he.nn pon.ti.oM. of the III CollfJil Tocti..cal Zat£.. The !&8th 
wnhed. in w o/ the rrrJ/lt huti.rf curi:£A.ted QJl£0/l of V i..etnorn: The f>aJUIJ7f:A Beoh and Wan. 

Zat£. ''C". Both u..e~te ~ed ~i.call.rJ CIA. tadJ..-fold:.i..fi..ed and tadJ..-dqended 
Vi.R:t call} Jl~. The 'Black Wi.daJ.J/1 1 coven.ed €Vellfl COilT/R.JI. of the III Coll(Jil aMa 

dun.~ the rrarth of !VweniJen.. One of the h~~ of thi.A pen.i..ai UCM eACO!d:.~ the 
Bo6 llope/f!Jrurtln ~ !1.5.0. t.1!mpe to the top of !Vui.. Ba iJen, (The Bim:k V~ !fJt. J. 
T~ p.d. at a .1hav then.e fon. the Speci.al. FoiiCIM and the Vi.£:tnorrr>Ae JJ.Oirli.£M tJat kpt 
the rrwrd:ain top /leCUn.e. Thi.A rrwrd:ain. top UCM a rrajon. coruuni.ca:ti.ot CR.I1i:tM fon. the 

~· A V.C. rTKJrd:alt at-tad cut the .1hav .!Jhold:.. The V.C. amed and occupi..ed a/.)_ of thi.A 

nwn:tai.n., except the top. Le:f:t€M. of appii£Ci.ati.ot u..e~te 11£Cei.Yed fnan van.i.aM ~ 

caT1Tl117deM, carmmd~ the I&Jth at the exenplmu;. ~vicM 11217fien.ed. 
On 22/VwerriJen. 1967, uitile wnk~ wi..th !Vav~ f>.B.7?. 1

/l (f>af:ML Bart.,7?i.Yen.J, ad:. of 
!VIa Be, at£. of a~.n. 'Spi.den.' ~i.[M c.ttaAAed of/ Sant:4J f>oi11t. ThMe Cllew rrmiJeM ~ 

IJ£Jti.aM i.~t:fun.i.eA, out to eveJUjat£. 1
/l ~' the pilot cmlrl not 6e ~~£ACUed. W0JU7.01Tl:. Offi.ctM 

7?obeld:. W. Wati:A di..ed in the rru~ un:f:£M. of the SaJ..t;at 7?i.Yen.. 

The rrarth of iJec£nben. UCM a OUAff at£./on. the 'Black Wi.daJ.J/1 1
, The~ p:urf:.ic.i.(xd£d 

in "OOMTICW !J[L[fJJJSl[)4{', f Seanch & iJe1.t.Jw~, in aen.i.aL IJUfJpold:. of the 25th Infan:tll.tj iJi.Yi.Ai.ot. 

The ~ 11£Cei.Yed a ~i.ot fon. i..tJJ. pen.fo111Trlf1Ce uitile p:ud.ic.i[xd:.~ in the ~t 
ai.Jurd;ile openai:.i.ot of i..tJJ. i;;pe in avi.ati.ot hi.Atoll!f. The !&8th UCM i..ro!aLved in in:f:£nA£. 

ai.Jurd;ile e/foniA ClfjPiMt lC/MIA /oiiCIM dun.~ lxritaLi.ot-JJ.qe carl:xrt aAAOJJltJJ. in ope11af:i..a1/.J.: 
I!ARJ(I~ 54IDS, iJIIYfOV!J ltJiiJ, and KO!L MJ!L. We u..e~te aLw i..ro!aLved in the ini..ti.al. 

0/J/.JUU.Lt /oiiCIM fon. openai:.imA: ATUWiA, a 25th Infan:tll.tj Oi.Yi.Ai.ot e./fold:. to /leCUn.e the 
In.cn Tn.i.angl.e. The In.cn Tn.i.arlgle UCM rrode up of 4o ~ mi..LeA in the Tfon. iJi.Rn. Fon.e1.t. 
The In.cn Tn.~ UCM JJ.tllaf:.~ JJ.i..tual:£d oe:tue.en Wan. zate/.L ''C" & ''iJ'', a6act. :n mi..Le1. 

non.th of Saipz.. The aMa ua/.J. duped Lihe on. a.t1.17.0.dzead, poi11i~ JJ.tn.ai~ a:t the capi..tal. 

The In.cn Tn.i.arlgle UCM a rra:fon. V.C. JJ.~ aMa {on. CJMOUi..u agaiMt the A.7?.V.IV. 
i.JMtallati.oM. nmn. Sailpl, and aJ.n. am heLi.cop-Wvl. Bauzded on ilm JJ.i.deA 6!1 the 
SaU]m and Thi.. 7inh 7?i.YeM1 the thi.Jrd JJ.i.de lWJl the j~ JJ.tn.etch~ {nan Ben Sue to 
Ben Cat. The iuru;l-e UCM a natun.al. lxwr.i..en. of tC!f79l-ed vine and on.imt, oirrwJ.t 

i.mpen£..tn.a6Le. The an.ea lllM el.evaied a6we the wzten. plateau and 6elav the ~ UCM 

on. C81l:li~ c.arpLex o{ tunneiA and cfaniJeM. On.i.tJi.nall.!f a n.e/ufj€- dun.~ the ~ 
a:rJ.l[XIi.i.m in Wonld Wan. II, the Vi.R:t COfll} kd {on.ti./i..ed theA£ tunnel canpLexeA aA. theJ; 
{a~.[jlrt {i..Mt, 'P/1£/.J.i.dent iJi.em and then the alLi..ed {on.ceA. /fJilLi...a?A of ha~.M o{la6on. oven. 
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~ rrt1T11J f!?DM, fa1 CJ120i£d tAu IJJ.lbUJuro.nmn Lab~i.ni:A. ThauJandA of m2n. cadd Li.ve. in. 

t.heAe i:unnelA.. Tkv cadd move l.llUJ£2n /on. rni.l.Ju and /4Jht /nan unde~~. tfe. ;p.amJ <M ~. 

The~Je. i:unnelA. carta.iJI£d htMpi...ta.IA., p~t.in.tintj piarctA, foal cocheA., ~~ aNrVl & arrTl.lfl.itiot 

c:achu, CD1l1CJI1ti cerrl:.eM, C01lllJI1i.catiot cerr1:.eM and /.J.to/101)£- aii£0A. T heAe. hodJv-fftapped 

/4Jht.UW- i:unnelA. ~-cariJed tfe. enii..M. Qft£0., Fon. roolr£. ilrm 25 f!?DM-1 tAlA Qf/£0. fa1 

pnul:2cf.ed tfe. ~ arpi.NJ.t fo~. 
The I &8th /i£w rrt1TU,f mi.l:vii.avi in. tfe. 1/!.al. T 11.i.ont;Le., -1/JfP4UW- covel!. /o11. the 7?are plow/.J. 

<M fhev c.LeaAed aJI£OA of the j~ a/f:£Jt tfe. nnMi.ve. /JfJIIllfiUW- of A<Jeni 0~ Fnan tfe. 
ai.n. ll€. cadd J.Lee the aJI£OA llkped Lik. tfe. Tlure.e.-T ODYted Ca.itk; the i.J?Ai..r;nio- of tfe. 

~~/.J.unLt. 
The 'Blac.k {1/i.J:Ia.M I GfPln p!WVed therrvJd.ve.rJ. inYi.nci.bLe in. 4Uppold:. of T f!t1ITl B-}5 of the 

5th Speci.al Fo~~CRA. (illalp du11.UW- !Jecsri:Je~~. and !/anumtv.· Oiefll({l(JV 7¥fPliJ FI!A: lU7I.1. o~ed fon. 

the~ of ~UW- i.nf.eLLi.tj£nce m the V.C./A'.V.A. ~ acllaM tfe.CmbaiionBonden. 
notd:iu..eLJ.t ofT~ Ni.nh in. Wan. Zme ''C". B!f tfe. ci.oiJ.e. of 7¥fi>l!J FI!A:, tfe. !&8th fal. flown 

45 ~ ai..lmi:Ji.le opem:ti.avi, 1f1:U11JintJ /nan /.J.~ !Jhip i.Jw!.Jrti.avi and exi.Nld:.i.avi, to 
nul.tipl..e !Jhip opem:ti.avi. IJtLLqUW-lau l.&el. i.Jw!.Jrti.av1 at fi.Mt-L4Jht, tfe.IJITCli.L 
~ cadd 6e ~into nul.tipl..e L.Z. 1/.J., to pn.eckde tfe. Vi£:1. Cal<J pinpoin.tUW­
theLI!. exrd. Locatiot and /.J.fMn¢h. 

The !&8th killed J5 V.C., uwnded 3, captull£fi 3, de.1.tJra,jed 2 V.C. vehi.cl.eA and 

3 611.~. The unLt IJU.//elt.ed thne.e. ~ llKJUJflded and II ai.ttclla/t hLt D!f ;p.amd-fi..M.; 
of thtvJe, tlure.e. uene -tol:a14 dvi~. . !lJ a:diben. fi..M. lU7I.1. Ve1t.f1 COl11IO'l. in. aLII. A .0. aluu; 
the Cani:Jaii.an bonde~~.. 

!Jun.UW- (Ji&ll(JV 7¥fi>l!J Ff!A: tfe. !&8th 'Blac.k {1/i.t:Ja.M' d~ ~ diAc.i.pLl.n£ 

and plt.o/eMiardian, and in. dointj IJJ), uxn tfe. wi.de-4ptutad n.eApeCt o/ the B-}5 of the 

5th Speci.al Fo~~CRA. (illalfJ· 

In f}anucuu; and Febtwa11f/J UX!. uene ~ ex.ci.uA.i.vei.rf in. the Cu CAL - .5ai.t;ot Qf/£0. 

ukn the V .C./A'. V .A. /o~~CRA. uene inYol.ved in. tfe. 7Cl ()-""'1lNJIVl.. The 'Bl.ach {1/i.t:/a.M ' uene 
l.J?Ai:.tu.mmtaL in. tfe. 25th ln.fani:.tuj. lJiYiAU:n 1/.J. ad:.i.avl to open tfe. lliX1Ii. bei:Lte.en. .5ai.t;ot and 

Cu CAL and tfe. ad.uaL JJ£CUn.UW- of Sa~ pn.open.. Het:JY!f /4Jht.UW- W ploc£. aJr.a.ll7fi Hoc !fJm, 
u.hene unLiA. of tfe.25th ln.fani:.tuj. !Jwi.Ai.m uene aniJIUJhed b!f N.V.A. and Loca1 V.C. 
A ~ carpmff of -t:ark and a.tm)ll£fi peMUII1Id CJlMie.M uene de.1.tJra,jed and vi.Aw.le 

/nan the aLII. <M fhev 6WI112.Ci o11. exploded into l:x:diA. of fi..M.. The lxcttl.e .!.aA.ted 5 Jav;i, wi.th 
ove11. /(1} KIA 6e.folr£. Hi.J;lurw #! lU7I.1. JJ£CUII£fi, 'Spide~~.' rJUMh.i.p1 klped in. the d&tnud.i.m of 
Cu CAL and Hoc !fJm, dun.UW- the 7[1 ()-""'1lNJIVl.. Bm:A aJI£OA uene corpl.e:l:£4 unrlen. the V.C. and 

A'. v .A. ccn:t:noL at tkr:t point. 

In me opem:tU:n, Tan Sm Nlut Ai.Jifi.eld lU7I.1. tfe. L.Z. UJJ.ed /on. tfe. ~ elenen:t:A.. 

& the V.C./N.V.A. 7CJ ad:.i.m ~ kt LiA. of/eMilie puu:.h, the !&8th piWVi.ded td.lfJPOid:. 
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fott vwr.iaM allJ.J?.d unifA. dwr.inf; OpeMt.U:n "'if.SJ!J(J) 7D Wiq', Thu hi.t)A4 ~ 

ad..im. lLCLd t:kA.iJ;ned to lti!JTrNe the enet1lj /otrCJM t.fat liA!.III! .1till i.n po;Ui.iovl aJrDJTrl the 

Sai.t;m, LaltJ Bi.nh and Bien Haz a.n.ea. iJu.tti.nf; thu opemiim. the 269th Carixzt Avia:t.im. 

Ba:ttal.im. 1.4 'Bloch &uu:n ' [J1Jn.Ud.p1- ar:c.aurt.ed /ott 131 CO?./ i.msl enet1lj killA, and on 

e.dti.rrai.ed tdf. addi.ti..a1al ki.JJA tJat l1XVI£. not cm.fi...nmed. 
The 269th /JJJ.flened 9 u.wrr:ied and 64 lrel.i.copti!M and oi.1tcJro.ft UXV1e dmr:ttpl i.n thu 

corlxd:.. T~ IJhU.l, caL~ and d.e:Wrni..nai.i, the ofli.c£M and~ of atf/. 

lxd:tal.im. p110.1i.ded the 25th I~ iJU!i.A.im. and l7f:hett aLLi.ai uniu ui...th the lli!.Cl!.Maltfl 

avia:t.im. 411pp0tti to tlw::uri a de:i:.eflrni..n£ dn.i.ve. b!l the V.C./11. V.A. /otrCJM. 
iJu.ttiniJ the 7Cl ()-"""FCNJM the V i.et Ca'll} a:ttac.ka:l T Gif II i.n.h. The Sad:.h. V i..el:narriu£ 

l1XVI£. ~· TheJ; ariJuAhed the LeaJ V.C. calurn and atf/. lrel.i.copt£A ~i.f1-/i.nidted the 

j.dJ, nat:tinl) the V .C. T heJ; J4t behind the 6ann£M i:fe.v lad pLanned m a:zJUIJjinf} i.n thei.tt 
vi.t:::W'o/-_ pvrotk.. The V.C. a.lw hi.t iJtJ.C. Haz, Cu Chi., & 'Rai and the A.'R. V.N. ~i.nt; 

ScAoaL a:t 'Pkj ~ f1t Zmn Loc, the~ of the 18th A.'R.V.N. iJU!i.A.im., lLCLd h.Lt, 

but the V.C. UXVIe bea:l:x!n bach b!l a.rrtill~, ~i.p 41.lf1PIII!M.im. and hew!l aLLi.ai ai1t .dttti.ke4. 
The t&Bth lLCLd m 25 lw.tt call. dwr.i.nf; the enti.lre 7Cl CffCNSMj fl.!linj alot of CD.IJ1i.:eJt. 

ITr)nfmt.. At lJau T ~ the 25th I n/an:bu,t 1J U!i.A.im. '.1 7/ II AtttUleJrv kept-up cm:t.i.nttoM, 

a.naur:l the cLock, /i.lre mi..IJI1iov1 /ott the defe1'1.1J£ of the 6aAe and ~in; unit-d. 

B!l the end of FeDitiJall.lj, the ~x:rt::tJ£A. of 7C! l1XVI£. ~. An Mti.rrai.ed 85,rxn Vi.et cent} 
and Nottth. V i..e:f:naneiJe tJroop1. fa:! [Xllr-f.i.cipzi:.ed i.n the i.ni.ti.al lx:rt::tJ£A. and /o.lla.u-up atf:ol:k. 
Ovett Q'l£. kz1! LMt thei.tt Li.Yu dwr.inl) the 7C! CffCNSM. The an:t.i.cipzi:.ed 'r;eneml. u.pn.uint;' 

nt!Jieft kppenltd. The t&Bth p./rzved a biJ; [X1ft-f. i.n thiA na.jon. e/fottt ulti.ch. lLCLd to becore !.nom 
lM the hewi.Mt ~~of the Vi.ei!r.m utm. 

In f!k:utc.h, the I &&A lLCLd f.JrarvJ/.en.ned to the ]J:Jth Carlxrl Avi.at.im. Ba:ttaLim., att:.ack:i 
to the 16th Avia:t.im. Cinrup ulti.ch. lLCLd nel.ocat.ed /non Bien Haz to the 'Phu. Bai/Hue a.n.ea b!l 

12 Apttil. 1958. 'Puti.nl!n:l:. drr:l:o. en the. nrwe. Ua4111i.tMelti urti.iL the. JII4t mi.nJ:tJt. Wi...tlw.t 

~ atfl./i.n:Ll dMti.na:tim. aka/. of tine, llX!.. fa:! no idea ufat the unit 4hadd Ct1.1Ut!f 

wiih IJ..d, Owt t:IMti.na:tim. tu.lrl7£ti ad. to be L .z. ScrJ4-. TheM. UXV1e no fa.cil.i...ti.M of 017!f 

t:;pe. We fa:! lan:l.ed i.n 'lrrlian Cwn:f:Jlv '. Secun.i...4fu.a.d IJUfJPLi.ai b!f the tol.dt Ai.ltbonne 

iJU!uim., ui...th uhan CUlt unit even:f:ut:J.L4 ~· Ovett-~ veh.i.cl.u and 5 ~ 

l.a:xi.1. of r;eneml. calt[fO UXV~e CI.TIYqpd to Nw 'Pottt, ~· Tftev. lLA!.Jt£ l.oad.ed. mf:.o !Sf 1.1 

and diApztr:.lred b!l ~ f.JraMpotti. The CI.TIYO!f atr.n.iYed 3 da!JA befotte the dti.p li.l1A. ~ 

to load. The pnd:Jl.em thu cnea:f:£tl taM_IIJ!AOI.ved b!l bill.et.inJ the~ i.n the 5ai.t;m 
a.n.ea wrt.il. depvrt.utte. The ~ac£ nr:JVel1¥!l"d. taM cmp/.Jd:ed b!l p f!k:utc.h 1958. The unit flew 

thei.tt ontpU.c. a.iN:.na/t. to thei.tt /i.n:Ll t:kA.ti.naiim., i.e.trYinl) behind a tTai..ni:.e.nan a.iN:.na/t. and 
w 1..111-tC 1.4 t.fat I1A!Uie not fl!pbk ai the tin£. In Apttil. aLL t&Bth oi.ltcJro.ft fJ.au IWtrfA 

~the CJXJAt to thei.tt nso 6aAe c:mp a:t Landini) Z:nte..saJ4. ln. nad2., fhlare. Tlu Hu.a'll), 

6e:t:.teA f.nat.n lM "Hanoi. H~", care up m w.n. COTfXlFl!f nal.i.o I~· She~ the 
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";&gth 'Bl.ack Wi.rlam."' to the I Collfl4, and to L.Z. SaJ.l.v. She. adrled tfat the 'Bl.ot:::k Wi.rlam.' 

uwl.rln't- a di.//eJt£>.11C£ in. the -itJru#-e tkzt exui£ti be:tu.e£n the p1ppl!i. ~of the 
Sadlt and the Nati..ar:d L ilxutati.cn fitart, ( V i£:1.. Crn;J. II au n.i..t;frt. 4-he. taJA.1 

The. N.L.F. lUll.l. fomr!!d in. lr,«J, 611 i..:u 16 on.i.t;i-rol. fcvntieM., at 6J. Chi... 

Whi.l.e a:t L.Z. ~' ue 1J.s» &LppOni {on. the 1014-t Ai.Jrbofll1£ iJi.YiA.i.cn ~Wtthint:; in. 

the I Collfl4 A .0. and the AI:Jr:ru Vali.£v.. 
On are. OCJ:DA.i.cn, the 'Spi..t:l.e.M. 1 

/LeJI.e. ca.Li£d en to take ali a .tp caLil>elr. V.C. pcvli.ti.cn 

netJJt 'flu BaL. Thu umpm Jod CJ1JJIJ£ti c.m6at damJ;e w fte.LU:opt£M in. the aJtRJJ., T k miM.iut. 

lUll.l. a:t ni..t;frt.. We /LeJI.e. a 'Li..t;frt. fi..n.e' te.crn, 2 <)IJMhi.pa.. The. lead <)IJMhi..p {i£w a:t 2,rm fee:t 

wi.th aLL i..u ~ Li.J;)rU en; I:J)J ~ behi..JTI, the tnail. ;;urWti..p fallou!d, Li.J;}rt;i ali and 

llJ?.Ofi.v. wi.th the mini.~ and »Yet nockt .IJJjl!fem. When. the enti!l!rf opert£d /i.ne en aJJt lead llhi..p, 
aJJt tnail. llhi..p CYIT£ i.n hot and hi..t the po;ii..ti.cn wi.th nocke:U, mini.~ and bath doon.~ 

/Ut.i.nft. The • !J) azLi..belt nr:u:Ai.n£ fllill. lUll.l. neve~~. hemrd /nan again. I flew en the deck in. tkzt 

tnail. ;;urWti..p - the ;;urWtip be:tWt kuvn a.1 -SAT ISFtfCTIOI # 179 . 
Ai..ltcna/t Carurmt:l.en., W.O. floe fJJalke.A - CIIB/) Chi£/, .fP/5 r;MIJ Alkn - iJoo1t r;unn2Jt, JP/4 iJU::h iJe:t.na. 

flnotfieA.. OCJ:DA.i.cn, ulti.l.e t4fi.nt; a mi.M.i.cn netJJt the !Fi., aJJt 'Li..t;frt.-/i.ne' Uan. ( 2), /l£w 
CNe/1. a COifX1ll!f 4-i.:Je. N.V.A. unit ~int; an open aJIJ!J1. i.n 6111Xlfi. davJ-i.J;frt.. iJoo1t~, 

SP/4 iJU::h iJe:t.na, -1patted them a/w the /1-i..t;frt. Jod (-OMed CNe/1. theiJt. po;ii..ti.cn. The 'Spi.deM' 

CYIT£ i.n hot and no.i.n£d Lend d.aut en the N.V.A. ~ wi.th deafen.intJ /i..n.e-patel'. The~ 

{J.Ew, J.eoyint; ~ K.I.A. '-1 vui.JJLe en the~· The 'SpideM.' ~ m.dtipl£. hi.u 

dwt.inf; the ~ o/ /Ute, bu:t caMi.ed ali the mi.M.i.cn i.n 'Black Widau 5-tJ,;k '. 
T ~ -1i.Jruck again. Afte.n. at.n. aJUt.i.YaL at L.Z. ~' are. of at.n. enlu.t£d. tren., 

SP/4 fiJd<et!Jiell., du~ ove~t ~ pnd>l.J:rM, u.al..kti i.ni:tJ the o~ noan ~ /o~t 
ifhjon. f}acl. ~' at.n. C.O. When. he. cad.dn.'t fi..JT/ at.lt C.O. he deci.rled to p.d.l. the pi.n en a_ 

~ and he kiL&J hinv.JeLf, !fruw ~ II~ and uwnded a~.n. CU1'fX11'I!f cl.vtk. 
In fJ.u,re of 1768, at.n. piii!Jii..av.J. lxvJe.. carp at iJau TUtng-UCll.l. <M!IUUJJt 6!1 the V.C./N.V.A. 

We /LeJI.e. fon:tuno:t.e to fm.e rrode at.ll nrNe to L .Z. .5aJ4 ukn ue did. 

F nan !J.u,re 15, 1$67 - ffk:utcA 10, !'i(xj the I 88th 'Black Wi.J:lam' Jod 115 cm/i.mHI ki..IM, 
ulti..ch. lUll.l. plrDbab4f ahat.t are. thi..nd the ac:f:u:t1. cam:t. .wre.. !1l1TI.!f of the d££Iti ukJue. taken. in:to 

the tunnei.A. befonL ~ c.ruld be c.utfi..mr2t:L. We /LeJI.e. involwd i.n 103 crnlxzt aAAaul:tA., :if5 
f!Jed-eJI'aJYJ., ~ IP a.i.Jrcllaf.t hi..u wi.th c.m6at darrrtj£. to 162 hel.U:opt£M. Thi.Jr:t£e.n 
tren. K i..l.l.ed i.n Ac::ti en and 21 Wcvntied i.n Ac::ti.cn. 

In fJu.4; 17(}8 the I&Jth lUll.l. i.nad.i.Ya:ted wi..th i..u ~ 9Pi.ntJ w the 1(/)th. Avia:tim r;llalp. 
The /fJJt.h lUll.l. Clleiii:.ed to CUllleni the 10/4-t Ai.Jrbo1111e lJiY. in:to an ai..lrnd:Jik ccn/4Junaii.cn. In 

ft'tmch lfl)9, ue /LeJI.e. TTKNed /nan L.Z. SaJ.4 to lfhu &i.. a.1 C/ 101 'Black Wi.t:kuv.t 1 of the /Oht Avia:ti.cn 
Ba:tta.Li.cn. In f/une 1959, the /Oht, !58th, !59th and 2/17 Cav. uen.e IIRJ7ti1Pri the /Oht Avia:ti.cn 

(illalp. fri011t 'Spi.d.eM 1 become 'llwk. 1 i.n IJ/ 101, ( fl).[), AeAi.aL Weapau Co. In Feblllla1l!l 19'72, 
the 'Black fJ/!J I __ J I JL•. v:...J.__ • __ J --L··----1 1 ... _ 
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