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You're sweating out another long 
night of guard duty in a sour­
smelling, mildewed bunker on 

the outer perimeter of a lonesome fire­
base in the middle of nowhere, South 
Vietnam. It's March 10, 1966, and to 
keep your mind off the dreary hours 
ahead, you've brought along your PX 
transistor radio. You turn it on, the 
volume barely audible, and put your 
ear next to the tiny speaker. You're 
searching for something, anything, to 
break the tedium .. You spin the dial, 
hoping for some Bangkok rock-and­
roll or the BBC or whatever. Through 
the static, you suddenly come across a 
voice speaking English. 

It's a female with only a slight 
accent, and she's coming in clearly. 
She identifies herself as Thu Houng, 
(which you later find out translates 
into "autumn fragrance"), and wel­
comes you to Radio Hanoi. 'This is 
the Voice of Vietnam broadcasting 
from Hanoi, capital of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam, to Arrierican · 
servicemen involved in the Vietnam 
War," Thu Huong says in her news­
caster-style, no-nonsense voice. 
"American GL should you be the last 
man killed in this unjust and losing 
war?" 

With that last question, you realize 
that Ms. Autumn Fragrance is actual­
ly Hanoi Hannah, the disinformation 
queen of the North, filling the air­
waves with ersatz friendliness and 
"news" straight from North Vietnam's 
Ministry of Propaganda. This night, 
Ms. Hannah is going over the "mili­
tary gains at the beginning of the dry 
season" made by the "liberation 
armed forces." You know them as the 
NVAandVC. 

''The liberation armed forces/' she 
says, "scored new, outstanding suc­
cesses in the first two months of this 
year. We wiped out more than 32,000 
enemy troops, including more than 
16,000 Americans and 3,500 South . 
Korean mercenary troops. Four U.S. 
battalions were completely annihilat­
ed. The liberation forces also shut 
down or destroyed more than 500 air-

. craft, destroyed nearly 300 military 
vehicles, including 120 M-l 13s and 
tanks, sank 20 war vessels and battle 
craft, and razed 35 posts and block 
houses to the ground." 

Battalions wiped out? Sixteen 
thousand Americans killed? Block 
houses? If you were like most GI's, 
you laughed off Hanoi Hannah's bat­
tle reports, which made the 
Pentagon's body counts and enemy 
KIA statistics seem accurate. Still, 
somewhere in the back of your mind, 
the wh_ole thing made you uneasy. 

This was probably the main pur­
pose of the Radio Hanoi broadcasts 
aimed at American troops, which 
started in the spring of 1965, shortly 
after the U.S. Marines hit the beach at 
Danang. The broadcasts were made 

Hanoi Hannah and Vietnam Veterans Radio 

by a woman whose real name is 
Trinh Thi Ngo. A former English stu­
dent at Hanoi University, Trinh Thi 
Ngo (alias Hanoi Hannah, alias Thu 
Huong) began her career on Hanoi 
Radio in 1955. She was joined on the 
broadcasts by Nguyen Van Tung, 
who honed his English at St. John's 
Boys School in Hong Kong. 

"As the U.S. is bogged down all 
the more deeply in the quagmire of 
its war in South Vietnam," Nguyen 
Van Tung said that night, quoting a 
German newspaper. "President 
Johnson has · become uneasy in his 
eating and sleeping. The most pow­
erful personage in the world was 
unable to sleep with the image of a 
group of small men wearing dark 
brown suits, like pajamas, appearing 
before him. The small men wearing 
dark brown suits like pajamas [were] 
what President Johnson called the 
Vietcong, the South Vietnamese 
communist rebels, who seemed to 
have been able to inflict·upon the 
U.S. its first military defeat in histo­
ry. This has surprised the world and 
the U.S. as well." 
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~ come from memory. The 
~March 10, 1966, Hanoi Hannah 

show has recently been obtained by 
the Kansas City-based Vietnam 
Veterans Radio Network, and 
VVRN's John ''Doc" Upton sent us a 
cassette copy. That particular show is 
just one of about 48 hours of 
English-language Voice of Vietnam 
broadcasts that were recorded off the 
air between 1964 and 1971. Upton, a 
former Navy corpsman who did a 
1969-70 Vietnam tour with the 1st 
Marines' 1st Recon, is in the process 
of transferring all of the digitally 
"cleaned" taped broadcasts onto cas­
settes and making them available to 
the public. 

"You cannot hardly name a unit in 
Vietnam that's not mentioned on 
there. There's dynamite stuff here. I 
think everybody would want to have 
a copy. These are very rare, and I 
think some guys will just get a kick 
out of hearing them," Upton, a VVA 
life member who helped start Kansas 
City Chapter 317, told us in a recent 
telephone interview. "I thought we 
would make them available and see 
how much interest there was. And I 
cannot believe the response we' re 
having already. ' " 

In July, the Vietnam Veterans 
Radio Network will begin its eighth 
year of broadcasting weekly half­
hour shows. VVRN broadcasts, 
which deal with a wide spectrum of 
Vietnam veterans issues, can be 
heard on 28 radio stations in this 
country and overseas. 'We're pri-
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marily on community and university 
radio stations and nonprofit stations 
around the country," Upton said. 
"We're on four in Belgium and 
we're also on Radio for Peace 
International." 

A VVRN broadcast relayed by 
Radio for Peace International-a 
short-wave station based in Costa 
Rica that reaches around the world­
was the catalyst that eventually 
brought the Radio Hanoi tapes to 
Upton. Jack Bock, a World War II vet­
eran who lives in Washington state, 
heard the VVRN program and wrote 
to Upton. Bock wanted to know if 
Upton was interested in having some 
tapes that he had stored in his barn. 
Bock made the tapes in Asia when he 
was working as a civilian communi­
cations technician during the Vietnam 
War. 

"I called him and he told me about 
the tapes, and I just about fell on the 
damn floor," Upton said. ''I got up 
after I fell on the floor, and I said, 'Oh, 
man. I would love to have them.' So 
he sent the tapes to us. That's how it 
happened." 

Bock sent Upton four seven-inch 
reel-to-reel tapes. Each tape contained 
four tracks. The total air time was 
about 48 hours. Upton began listening 
to the tapes, some of which were bare­
ly audible and some of which were 
exceptionally clear. "I was sitting 
there with my ears bleeding trying to 
listen to all of them," Upton said. He 
brought the tapes to the University of 
Missouri, Kansas City's MAR Sound 
Archives, which specializes in restor­
ing old blues and jazz recordings. 

"We put on one of the tapes, and 
you should have seen the reaction, 
even from the young kids, the student 
workers from the uni'versity," 
Upton said. "All of a sudden, this 
Vietnamese patriotic music starts 
playing and [Hanoi Hannah] comes 
on and [says], 'You're listening to the 
voice of Vietnam.' And everybody's 
mouth dropped open. You could have 
heard a pin drop." 

The experts at the university sug­
gested that Upton send the tapes to the 
National Archives in Washington, 
D.C. Upton contacted Les Waffen, the 
director of the National Archives 
Motion Picture, Sound, and Video 
collection. "He said he thought these 
were very rare," Upton said. 'They 
have a Vietnam archive, and he said 
that he had never come across any­
thing like this. He was quite excited, 
too." 

Bock's original tapes are now safe­
ly stored at the National Archives: All 
of them have been electronically 
cleaned, and copies have been sent to 
VVRN. That is the material Upton is 
transferring onto cassettes and making 
available to the public. Upton has lis­
tened to all the tapes and has prepared 
a catalog of the highlights. He's now 
at work "night and day," as he puts it, 
on word-for-word transcriptions. The 
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catalog, Upton said, is "a preliminary 
one that gives you an idea of what's 
in the tapes." 

A typical broadcast contains a 
recitation of news headlines and 
reports from around the world critical 
of the American war in Vietnam, 
combat action reports that give 
names and locations of American 
units, and a list of the names and 
ranks (and in some cases parents' and 
wives' names and hometowns) of 
Americans killed in action during the 
previous 24 hours. Others contain 
passages t:ajcen from letters written by 
American POWs and extensive cov­
erage of the antiwar movement in the 
United States. There are also some 
speeches of Chinese and Vietnamese 
communist leaders taken from Radio 
Peking. You can hear the actual voic­
es of Ho Chi Minh and Mao Zedong, 
among others, along with English 
translations of their speeches. 

Music was also a part of all the 
broadcasts, although the type of 
music changed as the war dragged on. 
''In '66 it's all Vietnamese patriotic 
music. And in '71 it's the Kingston 
Trio singing 'Where Have all the 
Flowers Gone,'" Upton said In addi­
tion to the American antiwar folk 
songs, Radio Hanoi also played some 
rock-and-roll ("Street Fighting Man" 
by the Rolling Stones was big) and a 
pop tune or two ("Mule Train" by 
Frankie Laine, for example). 

· In some ways, Upton said, the 
broadcasts are similar to what VVRN 
does. ''When you listen to one of the 
Radio Hanoi tapes and then listep. to 
our tape, besides the language-I 
speak a little bit better English, some­
times-the shows are incredibly 
alike. Commentary and music," 
Upton said. 

''We have done shows on every­
thing from the first-known war, to 
wars that will happen in the future. 
We do commentaries. When Lewis 
Puller died, we did a whole program 
about suicide and what most people 
call PTSD. We did stuff all through 
the Gulf War. We~ve got shows on the 
Battle of Hue, Hill 661, -Outpost 10, 
[things] like that. We also have stuff 
on a particular unit's Vietnam history 
from the· time it was started and what 
its role was in other wars." 

In addition to its broadcasts, 
VVRN offers cassette tapes by sub­
scription. Subscribers get a monthly 
tape that contains a summary of that 
month's programs. VVRN also has 
"Best Of' tapes from previously 
broadcast shows on issues such as 
Agent Orange and veterans' psycho­
logical readustrnent after the war. For 
information on those and the Hanoi 
Hannah tapes, write: VVRN, 7807 N. 
Avalon, Kansas City, MO 64152.• 


