
11 ~ ~-~~a~ .. ~ - :~,; . Fighting Erup-5 ::at Close,- o·f T tu~e ·· : 1 
r • .,,. • .-..'. "/t)/J,..f'I · · ·. · !:! · "· ~'.. '.' :: l . · · · · ·. ' 
I D" ON (~ - Com- · 
! m"uni8(%force~s- · ' Wednesday 
'. la~el Aatd Q8o£ co-
1 ortfiriaW<n At :¥ m the 
: nor~hen(provin.ces of South 
Vietnam~ including- a rocket 

. astJault :;f q_i;i Da .Jfang AB 
: tb.Rt1desttoyed three planes 
; ai}q~_dajruiged . 23: ' · 
I itf1'' .... ..,.- . '·I ·. . . . . 
: j.!·Heavy · fighting following the 
: encror- .the.New Year's truce dot· 
, ted . South· Vietnam, but it was 
; in ·the five northern provinces of 
· the- · First Corps area that the 
: toll was heaviest. .-:.. 

(. • ' ' '. , .. •· I ' ~ •':';,' 

.These· actions :were reported: 
., 1). Six ~ coordinated .hit-and-run 

: as_saults '::rake~ . Oljtposts within 
; a -4 5-mile ' radius" of Da Nang. 
'. South · Vietnamese_ losses were 
· reported light. · · · . 
".- -- 2)·\A_ -,'~ombined · Marine -South 
.. Vietnamese , civic action platoon 
j near · H9i :•An ·was overrun an.d 
' all 1 but wiped out. The Marine 

squad · attached to the platoon 
fost '- seven . dead ·plus its Navy 
corpsman.'· ·Four more Marines 
were wounded. The losses of the 
South · ·Vietnamese militia unit 

. were .from· 10 to 2fl dead but 
were not .. officially disclosed. 

. ;· 3) . c.o~munist gunners un­
loaded · a barrage of 122mm 
rockets-the same Soviet-design­
ed type used on the Da Nang 

: base-on a bivouac of the 1st Air 
: Cav. Div. in-the Que Son Valley 
. southwest of the base . They fol-

A troo11erJ or the 25th Inf. Div. looks over 'wrlcked amiol'Cd 
1iersonnel car lcrs after a battle near the Cambodldn border. U.S. 

trn111lS
0

illled 374 Viet Cong in the\ battle while losing 23 dead and 
153 'wounded. ·· (AP lladlo11hoto) 

lowed with a ground assault and 
r first' «reports • saJd: the · fight was ; 
\='continuing'.' ·w1th ·· 11- - Americans -: 
• killed and 70 wounded . 

·4) Still sketchy batlle reports 
said three-9ther i:om_bined South 
Vietname!ie-Marjne platoons in 
the · First Corps area ,were al· 
tacke<l ,.le.8'1 ' seyerely; . ·, 
. The· aii-craft ;'desti-oycd at Da 

. Nang'. included one Phantom jet 
and).two J~&~ . . ~r,tillery -spptter .­

. plan.e~. S~er.~:.d~age was don!! 
.!to.· a Jwin-englne -C47 and two .... 

moref spqtter planes. The other 
damageq,_ aircraft. :were lightly 
hitnand some .were· back in action 

; almost-'.itJlmedial.ely,, 
uiTlie:-ll-mlimte b~~age caused 

. relatively : few .casualties. ·The 
· rock17ts ,wounded ,Qnly four men 
. and ·:caui;ed less~r ·injuries tc. 19 
1 others,vH ~ 1;1?,· : :i · ~ · t ~ ;. 1 

: ·;,,It'!waS. the · sixth I rocket attack 
: .o~ ithe'l base. and · uie defenders 
! -\Vere l· prepar~d .-:. ·A·.' · twin-engine 
1 AC47 ;)..','Spooky'.' ! 1 mounted with 
i qu!ck·.1 firing minl-gi.ms was on 

combat .. patrol overhead when 
. the firing started. 
"·.: It. 'pounced. ,on the Communist 
racketeers four miles away in 
what '.1:8 called .'~Happy Valley ." 
:''.Althoug}i · the two 10,000 fool 

· fonwa)ls were cr.atered by a few 
rounds . Wednesday . they were 
~~f.~It1 b_ac~, In -o~~ration . 

' -HNear li the Cambodian horner 
northwest of Saigon,. Communist 
morta.i:'men · raked a bivouac of 
tlien•U.S,·· 25th . Inf;' Div. with 
heavy:.fire, .Wednesday morning 
:hut. show.ed no taste Jor renewed 
ground ·i\assault. : The previous · 
~ii.Y;:.~7,f , ,Vif!t Cong ._ troops died 
in:n an1<. assault. which cost , t!1e 
Americans .,.23 · i .dead .. and ·153 
wounded. .Only. one . trooper was 
wounded in the .latest mortar 
barrage,:-:-:-
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2,868 De¢1d · Reds 
Hi · h · t TbU'l:~'F68 
· · 9. ~~7 __ ·,, Ac{/ tiN.!' ,·. · ,,:,;.: · . · .:.' 
: SAIGON (UPi.f-1'fmmu.tfsls · be . ·driven back. ·· Official~ · - said 
battled American and Vietnam· they lOsl at lea_st ·19 troops in 
ese ·troops In Saigon ·s backyard the fighting. .. .·, . ;.: ' ._ .-1 

Monday and Tuesday. ' · Monday night and early ' Tues:-•; 1 

'- Viel Cong attacks on the · U;S. day, the Reds struck four · moni" \~ i 
9th Inf. Div. south of Saigon a·nd Um es with a total of about 65 .·;·' : 
a .series of.nine assaults on U.S. rounds of mortar fire . against .·· ; 
and Vietnamese posts were the Vietnamese outposts In ,·::the .- . , 
biggest . in · a · rash of scattered Trang Bang area about 31 mHes 
fights .which ·left 2~-1 Commu- ~orthwe:it of Saigon. . ·: .: r 
nisls 1dead ·throughout the coun~ {'Almost simultaneously, a. GOO: 
try_. .' . · man Communist force : ran into · 

At the . same time, gov· 
ernment · spokesmen announced 
Tuesday. that · Allied troops ·.iast 
week killed 2,8118 f~orth Viel· 
namese and Viet Cong troops, a 
record for a singll- week in the 
war. · · · 

The costly New Year 's offen­
sive around South Vietnam 
produced a Communist death 
toll that exceeded the previous 
one-week high of 2.783 in the 
week ending March -25, 1967, 
U.S. officials said. 

·· South Vietnamese forces last 
week suffered 26:1 · killed. U.S. 
casualties were to be announced 
Thursday, spokesmen · said. · 
. ·Continuing the · off~nslve ~ 'that 
started . even before · the New 
Y ~ar's .ti-uce . end~d, lhe"' ,Comr 
munlsts ' sent some . 600 "rourids 

· of mortar: .fire '. hu'rtllng ·foto "a 
U.Si- 25th ~Inf,. Div; : outpost ; 15 
miles wesl-nJthwesl ·or Saigon 
Monday, om als reported._ . 

· ·, The Viel ong .. stormed · the 
province capi al of Hau Nghia; 
killing · at le ·t fom' ·civilians, 
nine policem n and three for· 
mer Viet Con before they could 
-~~-

..... -. 
" 

: . 

the U.S. 9th Inf. Div. about '.,-19 , 
miles south of. the capital. ·' - . 
· What started. out. as- a platoon- ' 
agalnsl-plalcion ·skirmish · wourid · 
up during the night as a near 
fullscale brigade action, U .S, 
authorities reported. 

The Americans : rushrd ' ' rein· · 
forcemenls ·lo the beleaguei·ed 
platoon and tried to close a trap 
around the · Reds . ,: . l 
· ·the · VC, however, battled _· j 
back, · killing al least 23. Ameri, I 
cans, wounding ' 31 .and shooting .. 
down '. three ·. helicopters ·before I 
they . broke ' .: conf~ct,, and ·van; . ' 1 
lshed . . .- · · . ,. ,,. :. '.~· ,-- • · · . : .- . i ·.:·1 
~ . They left :. b.ehi~d' '°2i -of ·- their -~~ ' 
own -~~~d. s~~'~sp1~n.: ~al<l.~Tp.~~/;·; ! 
~r ~-·4r · · ·· ~;.:~~~1;;':~,~~~~:-~:~ ~~~:0::2~:.~J~J;fr::_:~. 1 
~<- At the other,.;'end· of the ·coi:Jil; >,1 
try ··" fuland ·:, from~- South·!:: Viet.:'·':'' 1 

na~i~; 11ortlietn :::.coast, _:· ti:o.opers\. j 
of the 1·U.s; ·"1st ' -Alr Cav."' Div. ' · '1 
and the 196lh L~ght -Inf. Br;gade 
kept up theii' runni'!g ;~lg~t wjth . l 
an estimated three regiments of . 
the North Vietnamese 2nd . Div . . 
" During the past two days, '. UPI .,_. 
photographe1· Bill Hall reported, 
cavalrymen have killed at least 
143 . Commu11isls, in biller fight· 
ing at the western end of- the 
Que Son ' Valley:: The ' lOGlli has 
accounted fo ani)ther 191 in the 
Hiep Due V lley branching off 
the Que Son ~ . . 
· ·, TJ:ie · Que : on ~lghting , · ~~s l t 
raged practl Uy since {he · first 
of the year, aving about 1,000 f'1. . ' :•· · , ........ 
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