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m the
‘northern provinces of South
Vletnam, including a rocket
assaulton Da Nang AB
'that.destroyed three planes
gpd damaged 23.

. Heavy flghting following the
‘ end of the New Year's truce dot-

. ted . South’ Vietnam, but it was

! in the five northern provinces of
' the First Corps area that the
- toll was heavxest

"These actions were reported:

*1). Six ‘coordinated hit-and-run
; assaults vraked ogtpoqts within
i a~15-mile” radiusi’of Da Nang.
_South Vietnamese losses were
reported light. X

"2)“A“combined Marme South
Vletnamese civic action platoon
i near ‘Hoi ‘An -was overrun and
‘ all:but wiped out. The Marine
squad attached to the platoon
lost -seven -dead plus its Navy
corpsman. ‘Four more Marines
were wounded, The losses of the
South ™ Vietnamese militia unit
were from 10 to 20 dead but
~were not .officially disclosed.

*3) . Communist gunners un-
loaded a barrage of 122mm
rockets—the same Soviet-design-
ed type used on the Da Nang
: base—on a bivouac of the 1st Air
Cav. Div. in the Que Son Valley
. southwest of the base. They fol-
lowed with a ground assault and

enrst reports’ said- the fight was i
rconﬁhumg“ with 11~ Americang -

killed and 70 wounded.

‘4) Still sketchy battle reports
said three other combined South
Vietnamesé-Marine platoons in
the- First Corps area ,were _at-
tacked ., less seyerely i

. The aircraft’ ‘destroyed at Da

;| Nang included one Phantom jet
and rtwo light arfillery spotter ,
planes. Seyere. ‘damage was doné
‘Ho.-a  twinénginé 'C47 and two™
more spotter planes. The other
damageq aircraft. were lightly
hit and some were'back in action
i almost«'lmmedxately,.

uiThe’1t-minute barrage caused
. relatively  few casualties. - The
raockets . wounded only four men

anhd ,caused lesser mJuues tc 19
nt
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It 'was: the sixth! rocket attack

on ‘the: base. and the defenders
r.were’ prepared ‘+Ar- twin-engine
‘AC47‘ “*Spooky’’(: mounted with
‘ quick firing ‘mini-guns was on
combat ..patrol overhead when
the firing started.

“ It ‘Pounced. on the Communist
rocketeers four miles away in
what is called “Happy Valley.”

- Although the two 10,000 foot
t'unways were cratered by a few
rounds, Wednesday they were
qulckly back in. operation.

-Near,.the Cambodlan border
northwest of Saigon, Communist
mortarmen - raked a bivouac of
the:wU.S. - 25th . Inf." Div. with
heavy. fire, Wednesday morning
but showed no taste for renewed
ground tassault. :The previous’
day 374 Viet Cong troops died

__imzand assault. which cost  the
“Americans .23 dead and 153
wounded. Only. one trooper was
.wounded in the latest mortar
barrage. Tl

A trooperjof the 25th Inf. Div. looks over 'wrj
personnel cargiers afler a baltle near the Cambodis

cked armored
n border. U.S.

153 ‘wounded.

2,868 Dea
Highest

. SAIGON (UPI
battled American and Vietnam-

ese troops in Saigon’'s backyard
Monday- and Tuesday. .

. Viet Cong attacks on the.U:S.
9th Inf. Div. south of Saigon and
a.series of nine assaults on U.S.
and Vietnamese posts were the
biggest .in a: rash of scattered
fights which 'left 244 Commu-
nists : dead throughout the coun-
iry. . ;

At the same time, gov-
ernment’ spokesmen announced
Tuesday- that Allied tvoops last
week killed 2,868 North Viet-
namese and Vicet Cong troops, a
record for a smole week in the
war.

The costly New Year's offen-
sive around South Vietnam
produced a Communist death
toll that exceeded the previous
one-week high of 2.783 in the
week ending March 25, 1967,
U.S. officials said.

- South Vietnamese forces last
week suffered 263 killed. U.S.
casualties were to be announced
Thursday. spokesmen 'said.

‘Continuing the offensive 'that
started even before  the New
Year's truce .ended, the:' Com;
munists’ sent some 600 rounds

-of mortar fire hurtllng into a

U.S: 25th Inf, Div.: outpost : 15
miles west-ngthwest "of Saigon
Monday, offigals reported.
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they lost at least 19 tloops in
the fighting. R

Monday nlght and early’ Tues-<
day, the Reds struck four more :
times with a total of about 65-
rounds of mortar fire against -
Vietnamese outposts in . the .
Trang Bang area about 31 miles
northwest of Saigon. :

< 'Almost simultaneously, a 600-
man Communist force:ran into
the U.S. 9th Inf. Div. about 19
miles south of the capital.

What started out as a platoon-
agalnst~platoon ‘skirmish’ wound
up during the night as a near
fullscale brigade action, U.S.
authorities reported.

The Americans . rushed rein-
forcements -to the beleaguered
platoon and tried to close a tx ap
alound the' Reds.

The " VC, however, battled
back, ‘killing at least 23 Ameri-
cans, wounding'31 and shooting

down  three:, hellcoptels before

they . broke contact and van- .’
ished. )

They left hehmd 2'1 of thelr
own dead spokesmen sald Tue
dBYe \f'

‘. At the other.end of the coun-

try. ‘inland %from: . South Vlet-
nam’s northern ‘coast,: tnooperé
of thé™U.S;"1st Air Cav.” Div.
and the 196th Light-Inl' Bl}gade
kept up their running fight with
an estimated three regiments of .
the North Vietnamese 2nd Div. -
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* During the past two days, UPI +~

photographer Bill Hall reported,
cavalrymen have killed at least
143 . Communists_ in bitter fight-
ing at the western end of  the
Que Son Valley.: The 196th has
accounted for another 191 in the
Hiep Duc Valley branching off
the Que Son| :
"~ 'The ' Que .
raged practichlly since the first
gt’ the year, feaving about 1,000
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troops’ killed 374 Vlet Cong In the|battle while losing 23 dead and

(AP lladlophoto)
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