nised

). director of South Viet-
Quang, militant Buddhist

gon, (AP Radiophoto)
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SAIGON — Militant Buddhists
met privately with Vice Presi-
dent-elect Nguyen Cao Ky Fri-
day but failed to reach agree-
ment on the eve of an assembly
session which could invalidate
the September national elec-
tions.

Thich Tri Quang, leader of a
militant Buddhist sect which
nearly toppled Ky’s government
last year, met for an hour and
20 minutes with Ky Friday after-
noon.

Tri Quang said Ky promised
““an investigation’’ of a new
Buddhist charter signed in July
by President-elect Nguyen Van
Thieu. The charter recognizes
rival “moderate Buddhists” as
the official religious group.

The militants waited outside
the presidential palace for hours
in intermittent rain before the
afternoon meeting with Ky.

Meanwhile, Vietnamese police
arrested defeated presidential
candidate Truong Dinh Dzu on
a charge of defaming a local
judge and the Saigon courts.

Dzu, who ran second to Thieu
in the September elections, had
been convicted by proxy on a
previous charge of financial
misdealings but refused to ap-
pear at police headquarters as
ordered on Thursday.

Dzu has charged the elections
were a fraud. He had asked to
remain free until after he met
with National Assembly Speaker
Phan Khac Suu to discuss the

to Agree

assembly’s upcoming session to
determine the validity of the
elections.

In a related development, Suu
—who ran third in the race for
president—said he would con-
vene the assembly Saturday.

Suu told reporters he believed
the assembly would declare the
elections void. The assembly
has until Monday to act on the
validity of the contests.

A battalion of the gov-
ernment’s police field force
erected barbed wire barricades
around a 10-square block area
of the palace Friday.

The small group of Buddhists
inside the barricades had been
holding a protest vigil since a
march on the palace Thursday.

Tri Quang and a haif-dozen
other militant Buddhist leaders
were sitting in light rain oppo-
site the palace Friday afternoon
when a Vietnamese officer invit-
ed them inside to meet with Ky.

Following the session, Tri
Quang said Ky agreed to review
the new Buddhist charter which
recognizes Thich Tam Chaun,
head of the moderate Buddhists,
as official religious leader.

Tri Quang said he will hand
Ky the resignation of Tam Chau
if the vice presidentelect
refuses to settle the crisis.

Tam Chau is a supporter of
the Thieu-Ky government. The
militant Buddhists claim Tam
Chau.is a “traitor’ who has
been “bought” by the govern-
ment.

S&S Vietnam Bureau

ON — U.S. warplanes at-
Haiphong’s key rail and
v bridge for the sixth
‘hursday and continued
ounter-strikes on North
1ese artillery and rock-
lacements near the De-
zed Zone,

headquarters said Navy
m the carrier Coral Sea
it a portion of the Hai-
widge, a mile from the
v’s downtown section.
ser, a U.S. spokesman
‘e wax 'no conclusive
onl” o homb damaoe

ts Hit Haiphong
icdge, Railrcad

Air Force and Marine planes
continued to bomb Communist
gun positions in and above the
six-mile wide DMZ.

The Air Force said a Phantom
strike on an emplacement near
the zone set off what appeared
to be a 150mm rocket, which
sped to 1,000 feet, flipped over
and exploded a quarter-mile
away.

High-flying B32s bombed ene-
my pesitions above the Marine
base at Gio Linh twice Friday
and north of Con Thien later in
the dav.

.

Thais Write

Constitution

BANGKOK (UPI) — The final
draft of Thailand’s long-awaited
constitution will be placed be-
fore the constituent assembly
on Oct. 5. Deputy Premier
Prince Wan Waithyakorn, chair-
man of the Constitutional Draft-
ing Committee said.

The constitution, nine years
in the making, is expected to
be promulcated on Dec. 5, the
birthday of King Bhumibol
Adulyade;.

National elections for a new
government are expected to fol-
low within a maximum of eight
months after the constitution
comes into effect.
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VC Force
Hit in
Assault

$&S Vietnam Bureau

SAIGON—A U.S. Infap-
try company landed amid
heavy enemy fire a few
miles from the Cambodian
border Thursday and fought
for more than four hours in
a landing zone.

A second company of the 25th
Inf. Div. was pumped in three
hours after the battle began.
Three Americans were Kkilled
and 23 wounded.

An Army helicopter gunship,
strafing the area before the as-
sault, was shot down. The four
crewmen were wounded.

U.S. headquarters said three
of the Communists were killed.

The enemy force fled back to-
ward the border 34 miles northe
west of Saigon by nightfall.

To the north, near Chu Lali,
troops of the Americal Div.
killed 35 enemy soldiers in a
series of skirmishes Thursday.

U.S. losses among the Ameri-
can soldiers were one killed and
19 wounded.

Casualties

WASHINGTON (S&S) — The
Defense Department has an-
nounced the following casuaities
In connection with the Vietnam
conflict.

KILLED IN ACTION
Army
2Lt. Michael A. Roberts, Los Angeles.
2Lt. David G. Williams, Sacramento, Calif.
SP4 Robert S. Baird, Orinda, Calif.
SP4 Marshat! C. Fariey, Folsom, Calif.
Pfc. Thomas F. Durbin, Escondido, Calif.
Wﬂl James T. Donahue Jr., Des Plaines,

SP4 James R. Boyer, S$t. Louis, Mo.
SP4 Williom E. Swensgard, Fort Benton,
Mont.
SP5 Robert E. Sipe, Dover, N.J.
SP4 David E. Dumond, Middletown, N.Y.
SPé”Nesfor J. Rivera-Trinidad, New York
Y.
SSgt. Eduard A. Aver, Mansfield, Ohio.
Cpl. Harry D. Huston Jr., Palnesviile,
Ohilo.
Pfc. David E. Gossard, Lima, Ohio.
SP4 Ronaid lller, Philadalphia.
SSgt. Waler Burns, Due West, S.C.
Col. Johnnie Lawson Jr., Wiliis, Tex.
SP4 Ramiro Herrera Jr., Eagle Pass, Tex.
SP4 Richard D. Norwosd, Anderson, Tex.
Pvt. Morell J. Pope, Monroe, Utah.
S5gt. William A. Wright, Denbigh, Va.
Cpl. Mertin C. Stelpflug, Dickeyville, Wis.
SP4 Merrell J. Clavburn, Jackson, Wyo.
Navy
HN (Hospitalman) John E. KleHt, Birming-
ham, Mich.
LCol. Barry B. Williams, San Jose, Calif.
Sat. Nicholas L. Natzke, Omaha, Neb,
Pfc. Pierre A. Threet, Buffalo, N.Y.
DIED OF WOUNDS
Marine Corps
Cpl. Garv E. Youna, Stanford, Kv.
MISSING TO DEAD—HOSTILE
Army
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