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lEADQUARTERS, 269TH COMBAT AVIATION BATTALION 
APO 96353 

"DISClRiINED PROFESSIOli.ALS" 

Welcome to the fighting 269Th Combat Aviation Battalion {Blaok Barons)• 
We are happy to have you with us and are confident that in a sb:>rt time 
you will be gl~d- you are a "ID.ack Baron". 

The accomplishments of the men who have served before you a.re legenda.r,y 
and the manner in which they achieved such astonishing success in combat 
has rerulted in the battalion being nick named ''The Discipl.ined Professiomils" 
It ~-11 be up to you to perpetuate the high standards set by former "Black 
Barons". 

You nu st constantly strive for exoell ence and accept not~ short of your 
desired goal. In mort, you I111St live up to the battalion's mtto twenty 
four hours a day, seven deys a. week for the ye~ you. are in Vietnam. 

The 100ttos ".AIM HIGH"' 

oi':~1V.-<-# //£y#~~M/ r · , JAMES H. M!1lllIMAJI ' 

LTC, ARTY 
Comna.nding 
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CU CHI, Vietnam ••• 269th Canbat Aviation Batta.lion IO-~ •• 
In expanding its• current aviation capability, tha Army created the 

269th Combat Aviation Battalion on 1 July 1966 at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. The 269th Combat A'Via.tion Battalion is nicknamed the "Black Barons" 
its headqua.rtEa-s a.re at CU Chi, RVN. 'llie Aviation Battalion was organized 
with the aim of Slgmenting the capability of the ground units, to conduct 
promp· and sustained combat, incident to a l l operations on land. The 269th 
Combat Aviation Battalion accomplishes this mission by increasing the ground 
unit s mobility, fire power, and flexibility. The "Black Barons" think and 
speak the same language as their ground comrades in arms. They accomplish 
their assigned missions by adhering to their self-imposed philosophy of 
being "Disciplined Professionals". They a.re satisfied with nothing less 
than perfection. 

The nerve center of the 269th is t he Battalion Headquarters located at 
Cu Chi, which provides command and control and staff planning for all 
1500+_ individuals who make up the 11Black Barons" assigned and attached 
uni ts. The 269th Combat Aviation Battalion is the primary Aviation support 
element servicing the U.S. 25th Infantry Division. There are three Assault 
Helicopter Companies in the 269th Cbt Avn Bn. Each Assault Helicopter Com­
pa.ey has "slicks", which are primarily troop carrying helicopters, equip­
ped with two side mounted machine gtms, and "gtmships 11 , gunship helicopters 
each outfitted with an arsenal of assorted weapons and ordnance. ( ~-50 cal 
40mm, 2.75 and 3~5 rocket, 7.62 mini-gun.) The mission of an Assa.ult 
Helicopter Company is to provide tactical air movement of combat troops 
in airmobile operations, and to provir r- te.ctical a.ir movement of combat 
supplies and equipment within the co1~°l.:; ~ zone. To fulfill these missions·, 
the 269th Combat Aviation Battalion has; the 116th Assault Helicepter 
Company ''Hornets" and its• gunship element the "Stingers", located at 
Cu Chi, RVN. Tho 187th Assault Helicopter Company "Black Hawks" with their 
gunships ·the "Rat Pack" 1-sted at Ta:s Niph, RVN, and the 188th Aasa:ult 
Helicopter Canp~ "Black Widows" with the1gunships the "Spidors". 

The "eyes" of the 269th are the ''Blaok Aces" of the 21st Reconnaissance 
Airplane Company (0-1 Bird Dog fixed Wing Aircraft). The "Blo.ok Aoes" 
o..re looa.ted at Tey Ninh, but fly out of varioua looa.tions throughout the 
III Corps Tactical Zone. The Black Aces, in their Bird Dogs provide visual 
comt a.t surveillcnce, target acquisition and radio re~ in support of the 
ground fore cs of the 25th Infantry Division. The 0-1 pilots conduct various 
types of missions, it is interesting to note that the majority of all .ir­
t ill!:':ey a~'\.1.s tment conducted in support of the 25th Infantry Division is ( 
do:1~ by either the pilot or observer in a. ''Black Ace" aircrn.it. '.::111;; ;·;,;t·'{l'I"• • 
~ aircraft aro equipped with smoke rockets, with which the pilots mark 
or identify known or suspected ene~ troop locations or fortifications. 

It is interesting to note that many of the targets of opportunity are 
detected after the observation airora.ft haw been fired u:pcm. The "l3ird 
Dog" pilots have on call, Field Artillexy, Helicopter gunship and Ta.ctica1 
Air Support. 

The huge cargo and large troop carrier of tho ''Black Barons" is the . 
242nd .Assault Support Helicopter Company "Muleskinners" located o.t' JknrFQ"!l.,~ / 
RVN·. The 11Muleskinners 11 , with their work horse, CH-47 Chinook nirc:raft 
have the primary mission of transporting the heavy cargo, in support of the 
25th Infantry Division. To da._to the ''Muleskinners" have transported, 105mm 
Artillery l{owizers, all classes of artillery anmunitions, water trailers, 
t/4 ton vehicles, portable bridges, and. all classes of supplies·. They have 
inserted a multitude of troops to field locations, and have conducted 
numerous night and dey resupply missions, UDlllm adverse weather cond.i tions. 

The 269th Combat Aviation l!lattaJ.ic"' has a. Pathfinder Detachment 1•cava.­
liers" which provides navigational :-~ ·~ · :::tnnce ond terminal guidance for the 



o.ircraft e.nd t he supported ground l~1i ts in ·i;hc prepo.r.:rn.on and lifting of 
~xtcrnc: l end i.11ternnl loads, The P .~ thfindors h::-.ve provided manned relc2.so 
points fox nirorcl't, provided lighting s;vstcms f or night c.irmobile oporc..­
tions, ~nd hove supervised th~ rigging cf lol!ds for Chinook nirorc..ft, 

The 269th Cbt }' .. vn Bn has its org['.nic, ID<lintcnn.ncc, avionios, end Air­
fick Opera.ticns Detachment. 1rhe m.-::,intcnnncc= sect~ .. ns work around the 
c~ool~ :perlorming t:iaintcnonce nn~rc:earing the o..ircrQ.ft for the next d.n~r s 
llll.es:i.on. ~ 

Now thet we h.::ve discussed t he 11\·Jho" of the 269th Combn'G 1 .. vidion B<:!t­
t 21 L n 1r.Bl.-:. ck Barons"; tho following infc:rmation c. nd stctietics c.xc pro­
vided describing the 11llh..1.to: (l~chievement) of the "Disciplined Profcssknds'; 

Tho 269th C: mbat J .. viation Batta lion conducted its' first 11Combn.t Ls­
saul t" on 14 April 1967, supporting the 2d Brigade of .the 25th Inf .::11try 
Di vision. Since then it has conducted macy more ; normally two or t hree 
companies conduct Combat l i.SSaul ts each do.y. 

Sinca its' inccp-'cion, the 11Disciplined Profess ionals" have pi:-~rtici­
pa·l;cd in Oi1ero.tionsa M:ulhatten. Kola Kole, B~_rking Sands, Dinmcnd Heo.d, 
?-t1kalapa I and IT"* 

The 1tB1c,ck Barons 11 oporo.tc pri.me.rily in the III Corps Tnctic~l Zone, 
~·Tevcr, thei• have also provj_ded Avi~tfon support for c lements. of the 
Republic of Korea Forces in the I Field Force Victnn.m urea. 

In a.dditic.n to providing .Aviation Support for the 25th I.nfantry Divi­
sion, the 269th Comr:at Aviation Battali on has supported the lst and. 9th 
u.s. Infantry Divisions, ttc 199th Lir.~ · -: I :n!untry Brigade, the 5th u.s. 
Speoi~l Forces Group, tho 1st AustraliL.n Ta sk Force, and the 5th end 25th 
iiRW Divisicns • 

.Aviators of the 269th Combat 1~vfotion Battnlion, Commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel J amos H. Merrynan, of Hot Springs, 1\rknnsas, have 
flo\ll'l an O.Vera8e in excess of 95 hours per month. Each of the t:i..ireo 
~ssnult Helico~ ter Companies have averaged more than 3,000 flying hours 
per month. 

The battalion~ s P.:ithfindcr Detachment ru:s conducted PZ end LZ operations 
in SUJ.lport of every major Aviation Opera tion. conducted by ihc 269tli Comb.::t 
Avio.·i;ion Bn.ttalion. 

To dn.to, the 269th Combat Lviation Bat~aJ.ion hove conducted 38 dn.ys of 
battalion size Combat J .. ssaults. On sevGral occasions, tho 11Black B ~ rons11 

have performed operations with more thnn 100 e ircrnft in the air a.t one 
time. CoJDl>o.t Lssaults are conducted daily by at least one compa.."'lY and 
norma lly two. 

The 269th has its 1 own specially modified smoke ship "Smokey BtJ.ron11 

which is utilized extensively prior to inserti ng infantry troops of ·tho 
25th Infantry Division into landing zones. "Smokey B.'.l.ron" can be seen 
t'lying at low-level, emitting a dense smoko screen, which denies the 
eneiey a point blank targa'tl m· . tho Landing and Pick-up zones. Tho 
em.plcymcnt of "Smokey Ba ron" ha s been heartfu.l ly appreciated by t he In­
f entr:.rman, 2.ffordi ng him a li ttlc extra somGthing, prior to establishing 
cont~ct with ~o..,enemy. 

A few statistics compiled by t he 1'Black Bnrons11 covering tho period 
l &y 67 to 30 Sept 67 a.re as follows: 

• ·, The battalion hns provided seven 0-1 Surveillanc Fixed Wing li.ir­
oraft daily in support of tho 25th Infantry Division, hns provided over 
95~~ of the non-organia UH-1 Aircraft used bythe 25th Inf'i.intry Division, 
e.nd he.a provided 90% of all ilihe non-orgc.nic CH-4 7 11Chinook11 support• 

The ass~od uni ts of tho 269th Ccmt.nt Aviation Battalion have a 
1. Conducted over 123,346 sorties 
2. FlO\m over 46, 705 hcurs 
;. Transported more than 185,000 Info.."ltrymcn 
4. Hauled over I0,000 tons of cargo 
5. Killed more t~1 e1n 379 Viet Cong (Confirmed Bod~/ Count) 
6. Performed moro -than 634 11Dust Off 11 medical cvacur!tions 
7. Destroyed more then 236 structures 
8. Ccnduotad eitilor Company or B&ttnlion size Airmobilc Combat 
Assaltl ts on at least 27 dnys of Gach month . 
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1Ibo abovo achievements were Qccom~lished in 2 very short period of t jJnc. 
They wc;re possible only because of a.. strong desire on ·the pc:u't of th;: men 
assj.g:1od to tho 269th Combat Aviatioa Batta.lion to excel and set the example 
In flying tho Tropic Lightning Division, the 1'Bl£>.ck Barons dcm.:.-nd the 
most :rigid disciplined professionalism frnm the unit commanders 11Do"m -~ho 
Line:: The 269th ceJ1 best be summed· up by its motto and the goal of every 
man c:ssigncd: "AD1 HIGRtt 
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