
WELCOME TO SAN FRANCISCO 
Happy Independence Day 

As your hosts this year Bob Moon, my wife Karma and I want to welcome 
you to our beautiful "City by the Bay". I designed the art work for the reunion t­
shirts you are receiving today. So everyone understands the history behind the 
terms I used on the t-shirts I have enclosed a glossary. The graphics art work on 
the back was created by Chuck Johnston and Bill Sexton of Studio 1204, who 
also printed the t-shirts. Studio 1204 is located across the bay in Union City, 
California. The graphics and air brush art work on the front was created by Colin 
Birdseye of Studiosolo in San Rafael, California. Previously with Winterland 
Productions Colin has done work for Santana, The Eagles, Eric Clapton and the 
Allman Brothers. 

Renowned aviation artist Joe Kline, who served as a crew chief with the 
B/101 Kingsmen, our sister company back in 1968, gave me the OK to scan the 
featured helicopter from his "Riders on the Storm" print ... one of his many 
beautiful Army Aviation prints. For Joe to give me the OK to use his art is truly an 
honor. Matter of fact Joe is one of the vendors here at the reunion ... stop by and 
check out his work. 

Thanks to Marianne and Roger Hitzemann, a major portion of the cost for 
printing the T-shirts you are receiving today was donated by her brother Lee 
Nobman and Golden State Lumber. Lee served two tours in Vietnam. Thank 
You, Lee! 

I want to THANK Frank Linster, Ted Alley, Tom Bartleson, Richard 
Cadreau, Ron Carpenter, John Charlebois, John Crouch, Jack Johnson, John 
McFarland, Bob Moon, Dennis Pierpoint and Phil Williams for helping me cover 
the remaining costs of this project. I couldn't have done it without them. T-shirts 
not given out will be sold for a fair price to those interested in purchasing them 
and also at the Pacific Coast Air Museum Air Show in August. Those profits will 
be used to buy items needed to restore "LUCY". Most of all I want to thank 
Karma for having to put up with it all! 

A big "ATTA-BOY" to Bob Moon for bringing back one of our Black Widow 
and Spider traditions from NAM ... platoon scarves. His sister Cathy Mathews of 
Sun City, California has created a reproduction scarf like we wore in-country. 1st 
platoon guys get a yellow scarf, 2nd platoon gets white, the "GUNS" get red and 
all support personnel get black with a red embroidered hour glass. Bob wanted 
to let everyone know that if you served in more than one platoon, you can get 
one of each. 

We encourage everyone to wear their new "Lucy in the Sky with 
Diamonds" t-shirts (bring your scarf along to wear for the group photo) tomorrow 
for our day trip. Those who don't comply with our request will be beaten severely! 
*smile* 

Bill Scaillo, a professional photographer and a good friend of Bob Moon's 
has volunteered his time to take pictures of the event and the group photo with 
"LUCY". Bill served in the America! Division with the 3/21 Infantry and was 
wounded in action on Fathers Day 1970. He was medevaced back to the States. 



On behalf of the Black Widows I would like to welcome Bill and his wife Paula. 
The lapel pins were donated by my employer The Port of San Francisco. 

The bumper stickers and pocket fatch pins are compliments of Bob Moon and 
me. Ten copies of my book: 1881 "Black Widow" Aviation are available for 
$50.00 ... which covers our printing costs. A must read if you served in the 
unit. .. see Jack if you want to get a copy. 

During the reunion Karma and Mary Ann Carpenter will be working the 
crowd selling raffle tickets for Black Widow crew chief Joe Matt's custom made 
Eagles head walking stick. Joe burned the names of all Black Widow and Spider 
KIA's into the stick ... a beautifully created piece of art work. We encourage 
everyone to get their wallets out and buy those raffle tickets. The tickets cost $3 
each or 4 for $10. Ruth Linster, last year's winner, will draw the winning ticket@ 
4:00 pm. The lucky winner keeps the walking stick until next years reunion in 
Washington DC. The raffle money will be used to offset the cost of our barbeque. 

Following our reunion, for those who signed up for dinner, meet by the 
valet entrance at 6: 15 pm sharp for a short two block walk to the Buca di Beppo 
restaurant located@ 855 Howard Street. Reservations have been made for 6:30 
pm under the name Dick Detra. Please bring cash. It will make things easier 
when it's time to pay the check. If you miss us, go out the hotels valet entrance 
(corner of 4th and Mission Street), walk one block south on 4th Street and hang a 
right on Howard Street. The restaurant is located half way down the block on the 
left hand side. 

We are having the Pancrazio family style dinner which includes: Garlic 
bread *Fried calamari *Caesar salad *Assorted Italian meats and cheeses 
*Green beans *Roasted vegetables *Ravioli with meat sauce *Macaroni Rosa 
with chicken, broccoli, mushrooms, peas and Rosa sauce *Beef Cacciatore with 
tender braised boneless beef short ribs, cacciatore, & mashed potatoes 
*Eggplant parmigiana, breaded and baked with bruschetta, provolone cheese, & 
marinara *Shrimp scampi, on a bed of linguini *Spumoni with layers of rum 
vanilla, pistachio, strawberry, & chocolate ice cream and Tiramisu with rum & 
espresso soaked ladyfingers, marsala wine custard, mascarpone, cocoa, & 
biscotti. Buca di Beppo will provide fresh, Italian country bread, and bottomless 
non-alcoholic beverages (soda, coffee, and tea). Tax and gratuity are already 
included in the price for our convenience. The cost is $39.50 per person. Those 
interested in having alcoholic beverages need to pay for their own drinks. They 
serve authentic red wines straight from Italy which will be on a separate bill. 
Those of us who want wine with dinner can split the cost. 

For everyone who is going on the day trip in the morning please meet in 
the lobby@ 8:45 am. Be sure and eat breakfast before we hit the road. Our 
chartered bus will display a "Black Widows" sign on the front of the bus and will 
pick us up in front of the hotel on 4th Street at exactly 9:00 am. 

Phil Williams, the Pacific Coast Air Museum's assigned crew chief for 
"LUCY"; served as a crew chief with the "Ghost Riders" of the 22th Combat 
Aviation Battalion 1st Cav from 9170 to 9/71 and on his second tour in 1972 
served with the "Sabers" of D Troop, 1 yth Cav flying scouts up until the last day of 
the war. Prior to our arrival from Chalk Hill winery Phil, his wife Diane and 
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volunteers from the Pacific Coast Air Museum will be busy preparing our lunch 
and barbequing Tri-tip steak and chicken. As an honorary "Black Widow'' Phil is 
the driving force behind the restoration of our Black Widow slick. The volunteers 
on the "Huey Crew'' are Bob Moon (1st platoon door gunner), John Charlebois 
(2nd platoon crew chief), Karma and yours truly (2nd platoon and Spiders door 
gunner). 

It will be hot where we are going, so you may want to wear shorts but may 
be cool and foggy when we get back to the city. Don't be late because we pull 
pitch at 9:00 am sharp! If you have questions ... talk to Karma Detra at the reunion 
or call her@ (cell). 

Don't forget to have a good time, you deserve it! 
"WELCOME HOME" 

Dick Detra 




